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l!r  IB  now  iiearl J  a  htmdred  jeara  vxioa  Qoldflaitii 
i^emarked,  ia  bia  littlo  ediioafcLQnal  tnataBe,  thai  ''  fair 
mbjeets  have  been  more  fireqneaily  vritten  upon  than 
ibe  edncatian  of.  youth."  And  duiing  ihe  oentoiy 
irhidi  has  well  meh  ^psed  sinoe  he  said  so,  there 
hare  beeu  so  mmj  mare  additionat  worlcs  giveii  t/> 
lihe  world  on  this  fertile  topiQ>  that  ihar  number  haa 
been  at  least  doubled.  Almost  all  the  mm.  who  ever 
tau^t  a  few  pnpls^  with  a  great  many  moM  who 
never  tanght  any,  deem  themselves  qnalifted  to  saj 
something  ori^^nsd  on  education;  and  perhaps  few 
books  ol  the  kind  have  yet  appeared^  however  medio* 
care  their  general  tone,  in  whieh  something  worthy  ol 
being  attended  to  has  not  actoally  been  said.  And 
yet,  though  I  have  read  not  a  few  volumes  on  the 
sabjecl^  and  have  dif^)ed  into  a  great  many  more^  I. 
never  yet  found  in  them  the  sort  of  direotion  or  e^ 
eouiagement  which,  in  working  out  my  own  edoqatiec^ 
I  most  naeded;    They  inwfeed  mmeh  an  th»  tu^qvis 
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modes  of  teacbing  otheis,  but  said  nothmg— or,  what 
amouDted  to  the  same  thing,  nothing  to  the  parpose — 
OA  the  best  mode  of  teaching  one's  8el£  And  as  my 
ciicnmstanoes  and  position,  at  the  time  when  I  had 
mo6t  oocaaion  to  oonsult  them,  weie  those  of  by  much 
the  largest  class  of  the  people  of  this  and  every  other 
civilized  conntiy, — fi>r  I  was  one  of  the  many  millions 
who  need  to  learn,  and  yet  have  no  one  to  teach  Ihem, 
— I  conld  not  help  deeming  the  omission  a  serious  one. 
I  have  since  come  to  think,  however,  that  a  formal 
treatise  on  self-culture  might  Ml  to  supply  the  want» 
Chuiosity  must  be  awakened  ere  it  can  be  satisfied ; 
say,  once  awakened,  it  never  feils  in  the  end  fully  to 
satisfy  itself;  and  it  has  occurred  to  me,  that  by  sim- 
ply laying  before  the  working  men  of  the  coxmtry  the 
"Story  of  my  Education,"  I  may  succeed  in  first  ex** 
citing  their  curiosity,  and  next,  occasionally  at  leasty 
in  gratifying  it  also.  They  wOl  find  that  by  &t  the 
best  schools  I  ever  attended  are  schools  open  to  them 
all, — ^that  the  best  teachers  I  ever  had  are  (though 
severe  in  their  discipline)  always  easy  of  access, — and 
that  the  spedislform  atwhich  I  was,  if  I  may  say  so,  most 
successful  as  a  pupil,  was  a  form  to  which  I  was  drawn 
by  a  strong  inclination,  but  at  which  I  had  less  assist- 
fmce  from  my  brother  men,  or  even  from  books,  than 
at  any  of  the  others.  There  are  few  of  the  natural 
sciences  which  do  not  He  quite  as  open  to  the  working 
men  of  Britain  and  America  as  geology  did  to  me. 
My  work,  then,  if  I  have  not  wholly  fiuled  in  it,' 


.1!0 

toBj  be  xeggrdGi  as  ft  0Oit  of  edooftdooftl  treaUse^ 
thrown  inta  the  natratire  form,  a&d  acUb^med  move 
espedall J  to  woikmg  men.     They  will  find  llial  a 
ooiudderable  pardon  of  the  scenes  and  incidentB  whklk 
it  records,  read  Aeir  lesson,  whe&er  of  enoooiagement 
or  warning,  or  throw  &eir  occasional  Hghts  on  peco- 
tiarities  of  diaraoter  or  cnrions  notoral  phenomena,  to 
which  ihdr  attention  might  be  not  nnprofltabl  j  direct- 
ed.   Shotdd  it  be  found  to  possess  an  interest  to  any- 
other  class,  it  will  be  an  interest  chiefly  derivable  firom 
the  glimpses  which  it  fnmishes  of  the  inner  life  of  the 
Scottish  people,  and  its  bearing  on  what  has  been 
somewhat  clumsily  termed  "the  condition^of-the-coun- 
try  question."    My  sketches  will,  I  trust,  be  recogniaed 
as  true  to  &ct  and  nature.    And  as  I  have  never  pe- 
rused the  autobiography  of  a  working  man  of  the  more 
observant  type,  without  being  indebted  to  it  for  new 
ftcts  and  Meas  respectmg  the  ciroumstances  and  char- 
acter of  some  portion  of  the  people  with  which  I  had 
been  less  perfectly  acquainted  before,  I  can  hope  that, 
regarded  simply  as  the  memoir  of  a  protracted  journey 
tbrough  districts  of  society  not  yet  very  sedulously  ex- 
plored, and  scenes  which  few  readers  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  observing  for  themselves,  my  story  may 
be  found  to  possess  some  of  the  interest  which  attaches 
to  the  narratives  of  travellers  who  see  what  is  not 
often  seen,  and  know,  in  consequence,  what  is  not 
generally  known.    In  a  work  cast  into  the  autobio- 
graphic form,  the  writer  has  always  much  to  apologize 
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Ibr.  Wiib  bizKuself  for  his  sulject,  he  osnally  teDs  not 
onlj  more  lliaii  he  ottght,  but  also,  in  not  a  few  in* 
Btances,  more  than  lie  intend&  For,  as  has  been  well 
remarked,  whatever  may  be  the  charact^  which  a 
writer  of  his  own  Memoirs  is  desirous  of  assuming,  he 
razelj  Mia  to  betray  the  real  one.  He  has  almost 
always  his  nnintentional  revelations,  that  exhibit  peca« 
liarities  of  which  he  is  not  conscious,  and  weaknesses 
whidi  he  has  fiuled  to  recognize  as  such;  and  it  will, 
no  doubti  be  seen,  that  what  is  so  generally  done  in 
works  similar  to  mine,  I  have  not  escaped  doing.  But 
I  cast  myself  full  on  the  good  nature  of  the  reader. 
My  aims  have,  I  trust,  been  honest  ones;  and  should 
I  in  any  degree  succeed  in  rousing  the  humbler  classes 
.to  the  important  work  of  self-culture  and  self-goyem* 
ment,  and  iu  convincing  the  higher  that  there  are  in« 
stances  in  which  working  men  have  at  least  as  legiti* 
mate  a  claim  to  their  respect  as  to  their  pity,  I  shall 
not  deem  the  ordinary  penalties  of  the  autobiographer 
a  price  too  high  for  the  accomplishment  of  ends  so 
important. 
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THE  STORY  OP  MY  EDUCATION. 


CaaAPTEE  L 

**Ye  geDOemen  of  England 

Who  liYe  at  borne  at  easo, 
Q,  little  do  jroa  tUak  upon 

Tbe  dangen  of  tbe  seaa." 

Ol»  Soira. 

Bactkb  more  thaa  eighty  years  ago,  a  stout  little  boy,  in  lus 
tixth  or  serenth  year,  was  despafcdied  from  an  oldAihionad 
ftnu-hoose  in  tiie  upper  part  of  the  parish  of  Cromarty,  to 
drown  a  litter  of  puppies  in  an  adjacoit  pond.  The  ec»nmia- 
tion  seemed  to  be  not  in  the  least  congenial.  He  sat  down 
beside  the  pool,  and  b^an  to  cry  over  his  chaise;  and  finally^ 
after  wasting  some  time  in  a  paroxysm  of  indecision  and  sor- 
row, instead  of  committing  the  puppies  to  the  water,  he  tucked 
them  up  in  his  little  kilt,  and  set  out  by  a  blind  pathway 
which  went  winding  through  the  stunted  heath  of  the  dreary 
Maolbuoy  Common,  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that  of  the  &rm- 
house, — his  home  for  the  two  previous  twelvemonths.  After 
some  doubtful  wandering  on  tiie  waste,  he  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing, befixre  nigW^^^,  the  neighbouring  seaport  town,  and  pre- 
•ented  himadf  laden  with  his  ohaj^e,  at  his  mother's  door. 
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Tbe  poor  womaiif*— a  flulor's  widow:,  in  rety  humUe  moum^ 
rtaaoM^ — raised  her  hands  in  astonishmeiit:  '^  O,  my  unluok  j 
boy,"  the  exclaimed,  ^  what's  this  1 — ^what  brings  you  here  ?" 
^  The  little  doggies,  mither,"  said  the  boy ;  ^*  I  couldna  drown 
the  little  defies ;  and  I  took  them  to  you."  What  after- 
wards befell  the  *'  little  do^es,"  I  know  not ;  but  trivial  as 
the  incident  may  seem,  it  exercised  a  marked  influence  on  the 
circumstances  and  destiny  of  at  least  two  generations  of  crei^ 
tores  higher  in  the  scale  than  themselves.  Hie  boy,  as  ha 
stubbornly  refused  to  return  to  the  &rm4iouse,  had  to  be  sent 
on  shipboard,  agreeably  to  his  wish,  as  a  cabin-boy  ;  and  tho 
writer  .of  tfiese  chapters  was  bom,  in  consequence,  a  sailor's 
SOB,  and  was  rendered,  as  early  as  his  fifth  year,  mmnly  de- 
pmdent  for  his  support  on  the  sedulously  plied  but  indifier- 
eatly  remunerated  labors  of  his  only  surviving  parent  at  the 
time,  a  sailor's  widow* 

hU  little  boy  of  the  fiirm-house  was  descended  from  a  long 
&e  of  sea&ring  men,— skilful  and  adventurous  sailors,-— 
some  of  whom  had  coasted  along  the  Scottish  shores  as  early 
as  the  times  of  Sir  Andrew  Wood  and  the  ''bold  Bartons," 
and  mayhap  helped  to  man  that  "  verrie  monstrous  schippe 
the  Great  Michael,"  that '' cumbered  all  Scotland  to  get  her  to 
sea."  They  had  taken  as  natwraUy  to  the  water  as  the  New- 
ibundland  dog  or  the  dudEling.  lliat  Waste  of  lift  which  is 
always  so  great  in  the  naval  professbn  had  been  more  than 
usually  so  in  the  g^ieradon  just  passed  away.  Of  the  boy's 
two  unde^  one  had  sttHed  around  the  world  with  Anson,  and 
assisted  in  burning  Paita,  and  in  boarding  tbe  Manilla  ga)^ 
Icon;  but  on  reaching  tbe  English  coast  he  mysterbualy  di** 
appeal^  and  was  never  more  heard  <£  Hie  other  uncle,  m 
rsmaikably  ha&dk>me  and  powerful  man,— or,  to  boitow  tlM 
bomeiy  but  not  inexpressive  langoage  in  wtneh  I  have  heard 
Mm  described, ''  as  pretty  a  ^ow  as  ever  st^^ied  in  sho^ 
leather,"— perished  at  sea  in  a  slorm ;  and  several  years  after^ 
the  boy's  &dier,  when  entering  the  Frith  of  Cromarty,  was 
ktmA  averii>oard,  during  a  sudden  gust,  by  the  boon  of  faia 
vessel,  and,  apparaitly  stomied  by  t£e  hl0W|  new  rose  I 
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fiRKNTtl  J  after,  in  tiie  liope  of  geeuring  lier  0011  ftom  wfail 
seemed  to  be  the  herMtsry  ftte,  his  mother  had  oommittod 
the  boy  to  tlie  eiuu^  of  a  slater,  married  to  a  farmer  of  tlia 
pariah,  and  no^  the  mistress  <^  the  farm-honae  d  ArdoreU  ; 
but  the  fiunilj  death  was  not  to  be  soa^^oided;  and  the  ai^ 
rangem^t  terminated,  as  has  been  seen,  in  the  transaction 
beside  the  pond. 

ht  eourse  <^  tmie  tihe  saOor  boy,  despite  of  hardship  and 
rough  usage,  grew  np  into  a  singakrly  robnst  and  aetlTB  man  ( 
not  abore  the  middle  size. — for  his  height  nerer  exoeeded 
fire  feet  eight  mches, — but  broad-shouldered,  deep«beated» 
Btrong-limbed,  and  so  compact  of  bone  and  mnsoie,  that  in  % 
Mp  of  the  line,  in  which  he  afterwards  safled,  theie  was  iio«^ 
among  five  hundred  dble-bodied  seamen,  a  man  who  could  lift 
80  great  a  wei^t,  or  grapple  with  him  on  eqoal  tsrmsL  Hia 
educatian  had  been  but  indifferently  cared  for  at  home;  ha 
had,  howerer,  beoi  taught  to  read  by  a  ^nnale  eonsin,  a  nieoe 
of  his  mother's,  wbo,  like  her  too,  waa  both  the  dangfater  mA 
the  widow  of  a  sdlor ;  and  for  his  cousin's  only  elald,  a  giil 
somewhat  younger  than  himself  he  had  contracted  &  boyiA 
affection,  which  in  a  stronger  form  continued  to  retain  possess 
ion  of  him  after  he  grew  up.  In  the  leisure  thrown  on  Ua 
hands  in  long  in^^an  and  Chinese  Toyages,  he  learned  to  write  $ 
and  profited  so  mudi  by  llie  instructicxi  of  a  comrade,  an  i» 
Ml^ent  and  warm-hearted  though  reokleas  Irishman,  thai 
he  became  dcilful  enou^  to  keep  a  logbook,  and  to  take  m 
redeeming  with  Ute  necessary  eofrectness, — aoooo^sliahBifiBts 
for  from  common  at  the  time  among  ordinary  sailors.  He 
formed,  too,  a  taste  for  reading.  The  reooUeotkon  of  hia 
cousin's  daughter  may  have  infiuenoed  him,  bat  he  eommeooed 
tifo  widi  a  determination  to  rise  in  it,— made  his  first  moni^ 
by  storing  up  instead  of  drinking  his  grog, — and,  as  was  com- 
mon in  those  times,  drove  a  htde  trade  witii  the  natives  of 
fotreign  parts,  in  arti^es  of  <»irio«ity  andvertu,  for  which,  I  sua- 
peet,  the  oostomJiouse  does  wcse  not  always  paid.  With  all 
Ids  8ooteii  prudence^  however,  and  wKfa  mnok  Idndliasaa  af 
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tcfnfl,  derived,  mayhap,  fh>m  one  or  two  buocaneeriiig  anees- 
tora,  tint,  when  excited  beyond  lin  endnnmoe  pohit,  became 
ioflieieiitiy  fonnidaMe;  and  whieh,  on  at  kast  one  ooeasion, 
intCT^HNMl  TETj  oonriderably  with  Ua  plana  and  proGpeds. 

On  a  .protraeted  and  tedioaa  voyage  in  a  large  East  IndWi^ 
nan,  he  had,  wiHi  the  rest  of  t^  crew,  been  saljeeCed  to 
har^  nsage  by  a  stern,  eapridons  eiqptain ;  btti,  seenre  ei  re*- 
hti  on  reaching  port,  he  had  borne  aaoomplainingly  widi  It 
all.  His  eonurade  and  qaendam  teadier  the  hnshnnawaa^ 
however,  less  pali^rt ;  and  for  reuKHiatradng  with  the  tyraBt, 
as  one  of  a  deputation  of  the  seamen,  in  what  was  deemed  » 
tMitinotis  spirit,  h^was  laid  hold  o^  lusd  waa  in  the  eourse  of 
befaig  bomid  down  to  the  deek  under  a  tropieal  son,  when  hhi 
Rioter  oomrade,  with  Mb  blood  now  heated  to  the  boiling 
point,  stepped  aft,  and  with  apparent  cahnness  re^rtated  the 
grievanesb  Hw  eiq[^n  ^hrew  a  loaded  pistol  fiom  his  bete| 
A»  sitilor  straek  up  his  hand ;  and,  as  the  bullet  whistied' 
teoag^  the  ri^ng  above,  he  grappled  with  him,  and  dia* 
armed  him  in  a  triee.  Hie  crew  rose,  and  in  a  few  minotea 
file  Mp  was  alltheir  own.  But  having  idled  to  ealeolate  on 
sQcti  a  result,  they  knew  not  what  to  do  with  ilieir  chaige  ; 
and,  acting  under  the  advice  of  tiieir  new  leader,  who  feH  to 
the  full  the  embarrasiai^  natmre  of  the  position,  they  wa*e  cos* 
tent  nmply  to  demand  the  redress  of  their  grievances  as  theiv 
terms  0i  surrender ;  when,  untowardly  f^  thehr  claims,  a  ship 
Of  war  hove  in  sight,  mudi  in  want  ofmexk^  and,  bearing  down 
on  1^  Indiaman,  the  mutiny  was  at  once  suppressed,  and  the 
leading  matineei«  sent  abowrd  the  armed  vessel,  aceompanied 
by  a  grave  chaige,  and  the  worst  possible  of  chaiacters.  Lueki* 
ly  for  tiiem,  however,  and  e^sedally  hi(My  for  the  Irishman 
and  his  friend,  the  warship  was  so  weakened  by  scurvy,  at 
that  time  ^e  untamed  pest  of  the  navy,  that  scarce  two  dozen 
^  her  crew  could  do  duty  aloft.  A  fierce  tropical  tempest, 
too,  which  broke  out  not  long  afler,  pleaded  powerfully  in 
Iheir  fhvor;  and  the  affitir  terminated  in  the  uhtmate  pro- 
iootion  of  1^  IriihaMn  to  the  ofiiee  of  ship^hoirfmaster,  and 
<tf  hia8eotch  oaoMdi  to  tibs  captaincy  of  liie  foretop. 
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wii&  the  serrioe^  did  kis  duty  in  bolk  fltono  and  taMkii  Bm 
mrred  iathe  Mtiaa  off  tbe  I>oggerfiHikt--oM  4^  tte  ImI 
n^fal  fngagmawito  fimgkt  €«e  tbe  aiiiMBii¥i«  of  brMklag  Urn 
Mbo  g»?«  to  Britiih  Yulkxt  iti  due  wpeiionty^  bj  lendering 
aU  OPT  greet  eee-battlee  deeiaye ;  end  e  oosirede  wbo  eeil* 
ed  in  the  seme  yeesel,  atd  fiom  whom,  when  e  boy^  I  have  iie> 
eeiTed  kiadiiefls  for  m j  ftther'e  eake,  hM  told  me  tk«^  tUr 
dap  bmg  but  indifieMiay  maaned  at  tbe  tune,  nd  tbe  «» 
Iraordiinry  perraial  strength  and  aettvitj  of  hie  fiiend  mB 
knows,  he  had  a  atation  aaalgned  him  at  hie  gim  i^gaiaat  tiro 
cf  the  orewv  Mid  that  dtving  the  aelion  he  aotmll j  ontvron^ 
thembodk  At  length,  however,  the  enemy  drifted  to  laawaad 
to  relit ;  and  idien  aet  to  repair  the  gaabed  and  aevered  rig» 
ghig,  muth  waa  hia  state  of  edianalaon,  in  oonsegnenee  of  die 
preyiotN  oyeratrain  on  eyery  nenre  and  muade,  that  ha  had 
aearoe  yigor  enengli  left  to  raise  the  marlinspke  empfaigred 
mtheworiKtothektyelofhb  itee.  Snddenljr,  when  in  thia 
eoDdtti(»,  a  ngaal  paased  along  die  line,  that  the  Dntoh  iee% 
abead J  refitted,  was  bearing  down  to  rvnew  die  ungagerotntb 
▲tloill  likethatof  an  eleetrie  shook  paswedthron|^  the  ftmaa 
of  the  eohansted  esflor ;  his  fiuigoe  at  onoe  left  him ;  and,  rig^ 
evoos  and  steong  aawhen  the  aetion  firat  hegHi,he  fimad 
himseif  able,  aa  beibie,  to  ran  out  against  his  two  ^lemindsa 
die  one  aide  of  a  ftair-and-twentf  ponader.  The  nn^mm  ia 
a  ourions  one  of  the  influenoe  of  that  ^i^pirit"  whioh,  i 
ing  to  the  Wiae  King,  enafaks  a  man  to  <<siistaai  Ua 

It  may  be  well  not  to  inqniie  too  eDrionsty  legavdbg  the 
mode  in  which  thia  efieotiye  sailor  ^nttod  the  nayj.  Hie 
eountry  had  borrowed  his  seryieeawidioat  consulting  hia  will ; 
and  he,  I  suspect,  reclaimed  diem  on  Ua  own  behalf  widiout 
int  asking  leaye.  I  have  been  told  b  j  my  mother  that  he 
fiHBid  tbenayy  yery  intolemble;  die  muliay  at  the  Nore  had 
aetyetsiettoialedthnserrioetotheeaBunenaBiler*  Amo^f 
( had  been  oftesi^  than  oMaunder  not  on^ 
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mgy  httAj  bat  alao  retj inooiapeliiil  cfioera;  and  en 
•oeuioi^  after  toiliiig  on  Ae  foieyjod  in  a  yto 
wlfii  sotne  of  the  beat  aeamen  aboard,  in  froitleaa  atkempta  to 
llffl  up  the  nil,  be  had  to  deaoend,  0H>  in  hand,  at  the  riak  of 
a  flogging,  and  faombljr  inqtore  ^  boj-JieBteBant  in  chaig9 
Aat  he  8iM>nld  order  the  veaaera  head  to  be  kid  in  a  eertaim 
dii«eokloB.  Lnekilj  fx  him,  the  adiioe  waa  taken  by  iJie 
yocmg  genilemeD,  and  m  a  fear  minntea  the  aail  vaa  feikd# 
He  left  hia  ahip  one  fine  morning,  attired  in  bia  beat,  and  hmv* 
ft^;  on  bia  head  a  threeNOomered  hat,  with  tufta  of  laoe  at  th^ 
eomera,  whioh  I  inXL  remember,  firom  tiie  drcamatanoe  thafe 
it  had  long  after  to  perform  an  important  part  ineertein  boj- 
Ml  maaqneradea  at  CSnirtmaa  and  the  New  Year ;  and  aa  ha 
had  taken  eifeotive  precautiona  for  being  reported  mianng  is 
Hie  evening,  he  got  dear  off 

Of  aome  of  the  afta>eventi  of  hia  lilb,  I  retain  aaoh  mwa 
fin^mentarjr  reeoUections,  disaooiated  from  date  and  looditjv 
aa  might  be  moat  readily  adzed  on  by  the  imaginailion  of  n 
ehild.  At  one  time,  when  cai^aged  in  one  of  hia  hidian  YOy*' 
ages,  he  was  atationed  during  the  night,  aooompanied  by  but 
a  afa]^  eomrade,  in  a  small  qpen  boat,  near  one  of  the  minor 
saoBtha  of  tiie  Ganges ;  and  be  had  just  fiillen  aaleep  on  thn 
beams,  wben  he  waa  anddcnly  awakened  1^  anient  motion, 
aatf  fais  skiff  were  eapsizing.  StartiBg  np,  he  aaw  in  the  ioa« 
perfeet  light,  a  huge  tiger,  that  had  swam,  apparently,  from  tim 
nei^boiing  jungle,  intact  of  boarding  tiie  boat  Somuoii 
waa  he  taken  abaok,  that  thoo^  a  loaded  musket  lay  beside 
him,  it  was  <»ie  of  the  loose  beams,  or  /boHpar$y  used  aa  lUt* 
erums  for  the  feet  in  rowing,  that  he  laid  hold  ofasaweapon; 
bat  aooh  waa  the  blow  he  dealt  to  die  paws  of  the  oreatinre,  aa 
Hwy  rested  on  the  gmnrale,  that  it  dropped  df  withatremen* 
dom  snarl,  and  he  saw  it  no  more.  On  another  oeeasien,  ha 
was  one  of  three  men  sent  with  despatehes  to  some  Indian  port 
in  a  boat,  whioh,  oversetting  in  the  open  aea  in  a  squall,  left 
tiwm  fer  the  greater  part  of  three  days  only  ita  upturned  hot* 
tomferifaefarreating^laee.  Aaid  ao  tfaiokly,  daring  that  timc^ 
^  llM  ahatln  eongregaAe.  anoiMd  tkci%  that  dKH^h  n  fc^  tf . 
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mm,  part  <rf  Ab  boftl'a  skyMs,  floitod  fo  tbe  irtt  t«a  daft 
iHtliiit  a  few  jafda  of  th«in,  and  they  liad  neither  meat  mom 
diiiilr,  noisd  of^xmy  thou^  they  all  awam  well,  dared  aUniMpI 
f^egamhig  it  They  were  at  length  xeUered  by  m  Spaaiah 
▼esad,  and  treated  widi  audi  kisdiieiB,  that  the  aabjeot  of  my 
namitm  used  ever  after  to  spetk  well  of  the  Sfwniarda,  aa  • 
generous  pec^le,  deafeiaed  ultimately  to  risa  He  waa  at  one 
time  80  reduced  by  8ciiiTy,iii »  reaael  half  of  idioae  orewhad 
beea  earned  off  by  tiie  diaeaae,  that»  though  atill  aUe  to  do 
dttty  on  the  tops,  the  preeaure  of  hia  finger  left  ibr  aerend 
aeeonda  a  dent  ilk  hia  thigh,  as  if  the  aaoacidttr  flesh  had  beeone 
of  the  ooBsisteDoy  of  dough.  At  another  time,  when  over* 
faltea  in  a  small  vessd  by  a  piotraeled  tempest,  in  which  ^  Ibr 
aaany  ^ys  neith^  ami  nor  moon  appeared,"  he  oontinued  t« 
retain  his  hold  of  the  helm  for  twelve  hours  after  every  other 
man  aboard  was  utterly  prostrated  and  down,  and  anooeeded^ 
in  oonse(p]fiBoe,  in  wei^iii^  the  storm  Ibr  them  alL  And 
after  Ins  death,  a  nephew  <ctf  my  mother's)  a  yoong  man  who 
had  served  his  apprcntieesh^  nnder  him,  was  treated  with 
great  kindness  on  the  Spanish  Main,  for  liia  sake,  by  a  West 
bidian  eaptmn,  whose  ship  and  crew  lie  had  saved,  aa  the 
esptaai  tcM  the  lad,  by  boarding  tiiem  in  a  storm,  at  imau* 
nent  risk  to  himse^  and  woi^ing  their  veaael  into  port,  when^ 
hi  eiroumstanees  of  simiiar  edian8ti<Hi,  they  were  dtiftkig  fiitt 
upon  an  iroa^bonnd  shore.  Ma&yof  myotherreeoUeetioiiaof. 
this  manly  sailor  are  eqnaily  fin^|[mMitary  in  their  ohasaoteri 
hot  -tiieRi  is  a  diatmot^'bit  of  pietnio  in  them  all,  that  strongly 
iaspresaed  the  boyish  ikney. 

Whan  not  mu6h  tomed  of  tfairty^the  saflor  returned  to  hia 
Hrtive  town,  with  money  enoagli,hartiy  earned  and  oarafiitty 
iMpt,  to  buy  a  fine,  lai^e  aioop,  with  which  he  engaged  m  the 
eoaat^gtrade;  and  shortly  after  he  married  his  ooosin'adani^ 
ter.  fie  fbaaA  his  eoosin,  who  liad  supported  hereof  in  her 
widowhood  by  teaohing  school,  residing  in  a  diagy,  old* 
ftahioned  boi«e,  three  n)oms  in  length,  but  wiA  the  whidowa 
of  its  aeeond  story  hal^biaML  in  the  eajres^that  had  beea 
kftJier  l>ytheiriMt&ai9maiUNr,  eld  JdrnfUde^oBa  oft 
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the  laat  of  the  buoeaneers.  It  had  been  biiQt^  I  have  eTcry 
leaeon  to  believe,  irith  Spanish  gold;  not,  however,  witii  a 
great  deal  of  it,  for,  notwithstanding  its  six  rooms,  it  was  a 
rather  humble  erection,  and  had  now  &llen  greatly  into  dis- 
repair. It  was  fitted  np,  however,  with  some  of  tlie  saflor's 
money,  and  after  his  marriage,  became  his  home — a  home 
rendered  all  the  happier  b j  the  presence  of  his  cousin,  now 
riring  in  years,  and  who,  during  her  long  widowhood,  had 
sought  and  found  consolations  amid  her  troubles  and  priva- 
tions,  where  it  was  surest  to  be  found.  She  was  a  meek* 
q»rited,  sincerely  pious  woman,  and  the  sailor  during  his  more 
distant  voyages — ^for  he  sometimes  traded  wilii  ports  of  the 
Baitio  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  those  of  Ireland  and  tlie 
south  of  England  on  the  other — ^had  the  comfort  of  knowing 
liiat  lus  wife,  who  had  fiJlen  into  a  state  of  health  chronically 
delicate,  was  sedulously  tended  and  cared  for  by  a  devoted 
mother.  The  happiness  which  he  would  have  otherwise  en* 
joyed  was,  however,  marred  in  some  degree  by  his  wife's 
great  delicacy  of  constitution,  and  ultimately  blighted  by  two 
unhappy  acddents. 

He  had  not  lost  the  nature  which  had  been  evinced  at  an 
early  age  bende  the  pond :  for  a  man  who  had  often  looked 
death  in  the  &ce,  he  had  remained  nicely  tender  of  human  life, 
and  had  often  hasarded  his  own  in  preserving  that  of  odiers ; 
«id  when  accompanied,  on  one  occasion,  by  his  wife  and  her 
mother  to  his  vessjsl,  just  previous  to  sailing,  he  had  unferto* 
nately  to  exert  lumself  in  her  presence,  in  behalf  of  one  of  lus 
seamen,  in  away  that  gave  her  constita(»m  a  shock  from  wMcb 
It  never  recovered.  A  dear,  frosty,  moonlight  evening  had 
set  in ;  the  pier-head  was  glistening  with  new-formed  ice,  and 
one  of  llie  sailors,  when  engaged  in  casting  over  a  haulser 
whidi  he  had  just  loosed,  missed  footing  on  the  treacherous 
mai^,  and  Mi  into  the  sea.  The  master  knew  his  man 
could  not  swim ;  a  powerful  seaward  tide  sweeps  past  the  place 
with  the  first  hours  of  ebb ;  there  was  not  a  moment  to  be 
lost;  and,  hastOy  throwing  oflThis  heavy  great-coat,  he  plunged 
ifterhim,  and  in  an  instant  th^  strong  cnrrept  swept  them  both 
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out  (^  o^^t  He  Buooeeded,  however,  in  Isyii^  fadd  of  Ihe 
half-drowned  man,  and  striking  with  him  from  oat  the  peril* 
ous  tide-waj  into  an  eddy,  with  a  Herculean  effort  he  regained 
the  quay.  On  readiing  it,  however,  his  wife  laj  inaensible  in 
the  arms  of  her  moth^ ;  and  as  she  was  at  the  time  in  the  d^ 
licate  condition  incidental  to  married  women,  the  natural  ooiv> 
sequence  followed,  and  she  never  reoovered  the  shock,  but  1a> 
gered  for  more  than  a  twelvemonth,  the  mere  shadow  of  her 
former  self;  when  a  second  event,  as  untoward  as  the  first,  too 
violently  shook  the  fiistebbing  sands,  and  predptated  her  die* 
solution. 

A  prolonged  tempest  from  the  stormy  north-east,  had  swept 
the  Moray  Frith  of  its  shipping,  and  congregated  the  atom^ 
bound  vessels  by  scores  in  the  noble  harbor  of  Oomar^, 
when  the  wind  cheeped  suddenly  round,  and  they  all  set  ool 
to  sea,  the  sloop  of  the  master  among  the  rest  The  other 
vessels  kept  the  open  Frith;  but  the  master,  thoroughly  my 
quainted  with  its  navigation,  and  in  the  belief  that  the  change 
of  wind  was  but  temporary,  went  on  hugging  the  land  on  the 
weather  side,  till,  as  he  had  anticipated,  the  breeze  set  full  into 
the  old  quarter,  and  increased  into  a  gale.  And  then,  when 
all  the  rest  of  the  fleet  had  no  other  choice  left  them  than  jusi 
to  scud  back  again,  he  struck  out  into  the  Frith  in  a  long  tack, 
and,  doubling  Kinnaird's  Head  and  the  dreaded  Buchan  Ness, 
succeeded  in  making  good  his  voyage  south.  Next  morning, 
the  wind-bound  vessels  were  crowding  the  harbor  of  refuge 
as  before,  and  only  his  sloop  was  missing.  The  first  war  of 
the  Frendi  Bevolution  had  broken  out  at  the  time ;  it  was 
known  there  were  several  French  privateers  hovering  on  the 
coast,  and  the  report  w^it  abroad  that  the  missing  sloop  had 
been  captured  by  the  Fr^ch.  There  was  a  weather-brained 
tailor  in  the  neighborhood,  who  used  to  do  very  odd  thingp, 
especially,  it  was  said,  when  the  moon  was  at  the  full,  aod 
whom  tl^  writer  remembers  from  the  circumstance  that  he 
fiibricated  for  him  his  first  jacket,  and  that,  thou^  he  suo* 
eeeded  in  sewing  on  one  sleeve  to  the  hole  at  the  shoulder, 
where  it  ought  to  be,  he  committed  the  slij^t  mistake  of  sew* 
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\agm^  ti^tKr  aleeTe  loose  of  tlie  poeket  holes.  Poor  An* 
df^w  Fern  bad  hetrd  tbal  his  lownsnum's  doop  had  been  oap- 
taped  by  a  pritateer,  and  fid^tj  vith  impatience  till  he  had 
eommiuuieated  the  istelligeDce  vhere  he  thoi^ht  it  wonld  tdl 
xaoet  eSeotiyejiy,  he  called  on  the  master's  wife,  to  ask  whether 
she  had  iK>t  b^ffd  that  all  the  wmd-boond  vessels  had  got  hack 
ag»in  sare  the  master's,  and  to  wonder  no  one  had  jet  tcdd 
her  that  if  Aa  had  not  got  bade,  it  was  simply  because  it  had 
been  taken  by  the  Frenek  The  tailor's  commwik»tiQia  told 
more  powerftdly  than  he  could  have  antioipated:  la  less  tiuui 
a  wedL  after,  the  master's  wi&  was  dead ;  and  long  ere  her 
hasbaiid's  r^orn,  she  was  1  jing  in  the  quiet  fimdly  buEjing- 
place,  in  which-HBO  heavy  were  the  drafts  made  hj  accent 
aBdviident  death  on  thelamily — the  remams  of  none  of  tiiemale 
members  had  been  depoaited  for  more  than  a  faimdred  yean* 
Ihe  mother,  now  left,  by  the  death  of  her  danghter,  to  a 
diettry  solitede,  sought  to  relieve  its  tedimn,  dnring  ihd  ab» 
senee  of  her  son-in-law  when  <m  his  fireqnent  voyages,  by  ke^ 
ing,  as  d^  had  done  ere  his  retimi  from  foreign  parts,  an  horn* 
blesehooL  It  was  attended  by  two  little  girls,  the  children  of 
a.  distant  relation  but  very  dear  friend,  the  wife  of  a  tradesman 
of  the  placo— «  woman,  like  herself  of  sincere  thon^  «npre» 
tending  |Hety*  Their  obaularity  of  charaiBter  in  this  respect 
co«]d  hardly  be  traced  to  their  comm<«  ancestor.  He  was 
the  last  eiuate  of  the  neighboring  parish  of  Nigg;  and,  though 
not  one  of  those  intolerant  Episcopalian  minist^v  thait  socoeed* 
ed  m  rendering  thnr  church  ^otoiighij  hateiul  to  the  Soot* 
tisb  people — for  he  was  a  simj^e,  easy  man,  of  much  good  na* 
tosor-^he  Iras,  if  tradition  speaks  tnie^  as  little  religioas  as  any 
of  them.  In  one  of  the  earlier  replies  to  that  earioos  weric, 
*^  Scotch  Presbyterian  Eloquenoe  XMsfdayod,"  I  find  a  nonsea* 
sical  passage  firomone  of  the  curate's  sermons,  given  as  a  set* 
off  against  the  Presbyterian  nonsense  adduced  by  the  other 
side.  ^'  Mr.  Jazaes  M^Kenaie,  curate  of  Nigg  in  Ross,"  says 
tbs  wxstel',  '*  describing  eternity  to  his  pariahiokiers,  ioLd  them 
that  in  that  state  they  would  be  immortalized,  so  that  nothh^ 
Godd  Imrt  them ;  a  slash  of  a  broad  sword  could  not  hurt  yol^ 
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saith  lie ;  naj,  a  caimoiihMl  woidd  plaj  bot  haff  tm.  yoo.** 
Most  of  the  curate's  descendants  were  staunch  PreslrftcriMM^ 
and  animated  b  j  a  greatly  stronger  spirit  Hum  his ;  and  ther* 
were  n<»ie  of  them  stauncher  in  their  Presbyteriaiiism  lluHi 
the  two  elderly  women  who  counted  kin  from  him  in  tiis 
fi>urtli  degree,  and  who,  on  the  basis  of  a  common  ftidi,  had 
become  attadied  friends.  The  little  girls  were  great  &voritet 
with  the  schoolmistress ;  and  when,  as  she  rose  in  years,  her 
health  began  to  £iil,  l^e  elder  of  the  two  removed  from  her 
mother's  hoase,  to  live  with  and  take  care  of  her;  and  tiie 
yoimger,  who  was  now  shooting  up  into  a  pretty  young  woinaiiy 
used,  as  before,  to  pass  mudi  of  her  time  with  her  sister  and 
her  old  mistress. 

Meanwhile  the  shipmaster  was  thriving.  He  purdiased  a 
site  for  a  house  beside  that  of  his  buccaneering  grandfiitii«ry 
and  built  for  himself  and  his  aged  relative  a  respectable  dwell* 
ing,  which  cost  him  about  four  hundred  pounds,  and  entitled 
his  son,  the  writer,  to  exercise  the  franduse,  on  the  paasiog, 
considerably  more  than  thirty  years  after,  of  theBeferm  ttlL 
The  new  house  was,  however,  never  to  be  inhahited  by  its 
builder ;  for,  ^e  it  was  fully  fini^ed,  he  was  overtaken  by 
a  sad  calamity,  that,  to  a  man  of  less  energy  and  determina- 
tion, would  Wve  be^i  ruin,  and  in  consequence  of  which  he 
had  to  content  himself  with  the  old  house  as  before,  and  al* 
most  to  begin  the  world  anew.  I  have  now  reached  a  point  in 
my  narrative  at  which,  from  my  oonnecti<m  with  the  two  little 
girls,-— both  of  whom  stiU  live  in  the  somewhat  altered 
character  of  women  isx  advanced  in  life, — ^I  can  be  as  minute 
in  its  details  as  I  please ;  and  the  details  of  the  misadventure 
which  stripped  the  shipmaster  of  the  earnings  of  long  years 
of  carefulness  and  toil,  blended  as  they  are  with  what  an  old 
critic  might  term  a  curious  fnachmery  of  the  supemstural, 
seem  not  unworthy  of  bdng  given  unabridged. 

Early  in  November  1797,  two  vessels — the  one  a  smack 

in  the  London  and  Inverness  trade,  the  other  the  master's 

squareiTigged  sloop — ^lay  wind*bound  for  a  few  days  on  their 

passage  north,  in  die  port  of  Peterhead*    The  weiidiBBr^  which 
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liad  l>eea  stormy,  and  unsettled,  moderated  toward  the  e^eo^ 
ing  of  the  fiilh  day  of  their  detention ;  and  the  wind  chop- 
ping suddenly  into  the  east,  both  vessels  loosed  from  their 
moorings,  and,  as  a  rather  gloomy  day  was  passing  into  a 
still  gloomier  night,  they  bore  out  to  sea.  The  breeze  soon 
freshened  into  a  gale;  the  gale  swelled  into  a  hurricane, 
accompanied  by  a  thick  snow-storm  ;  and  when,  early  next 
morning,  the  smack  opened  the  Frith,  she  was  staggering  un- 
der her  storm-jib,  and  a  main-s£ul  reefed  to  the  cross.  What- 
ever wind  may  blow,  there  is  always  shelter  within  the  Su- 
tors;  and  she  was  soon  riding  at  anchor  within  the  road- 
stead ;  but  i^e  had  entered  the  bay  alone ;  and  when  day 
broke,  and  for  a  brief  interval  the  driving  snow-rack  cleared 
up  toward  the  east,  no  second  sail  appeared  in  the  offing. 
"  Poor  Miller !"  exclaimed  the  master  of  the  smack ;  "  if  he 
does  not  enter  the  Prith  ere  an  hour,  he  will  never  enter  it  at 
|J1.  Good  sound  vessel,  and  better  sailor  never  stepped  be- 
tween stem  and  stem ;  but  last  night  has,  I  fear,  been  too 
much  for  idm.  -  He  should  have  been  here  long  ere  now.^ 
The  hour  passed ;  the  ds^j  itself  wore  heavily  away  in  gloom 
and  tempest ;  and  as  not  only  the  master,  but  also  all  the  crew 
of  the  sloop,  were  natives  of  the  place,  groupes  of  the  town's 
folks  might  be  seen,  so  long  as  the  daylight  lasted,  looking 
out  into  the  storm  from  the  salient  points  of  the  old  coast-line 
that,  rising  immediately  behind  the  houses,  commands  the 
Frith.  But  t)ie  sloop  came  not,  and  before  they  had  retired  to 
their  homes>  a  second  night  had  fallen,  dark  and  tempestuous 
fts  the  first. 

Ere  morning  the  weather  moderated ;  a  keen  frost  bound 
up  the  wind  in  its  icy  fetters ;  and  during  the  following  day, 
though  a  heavy  sweU  continued  to  roll  shorewards  between 
the  Sutors,  and  to  send  up  its  white  foam  high  against  the 
clifiTs,  the  sur&ce  of  the  sea  had  become  glassy  and  smooth. 
Put  the  day  wore  on  and  evening  again  fell ;  and  even  the 
inost  sanguine  relinquished  all  hope  of  ever  again  seeing  th^ 
doop  or  her  crew.  There  was  grief  in  the  master's  dwelling, 
TrgnBf  in  |io  degree  the  1^  p<^gnftQ|  from  the  circumstance 
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l3»(  it  was  the  tearless,  uncomplaining  grief  of  rigid  old  age. 
Her  two  youthful  friends  and  their  mother  watched  with  the 
widow,  now,  as  it  seemed,  left  alone  in  the  world.  The  town- 
clock  had  struck  ihe  hour  of  midnight,  and  still  she  remained 
as  if  fixed  to  her  seat^  absorbed  in  s^ent,  stupefying  sorrow, 
when  a  heavy  foot  was  heard  pacing  akmg  the  now  silent  street, 
ft  passed,  and  anon  returned ;  ceased  for  a  nioment  nearly  op- 
posite ihe  window ;  then  a|^roaehed  the  door,  where  there 
was  a  second  pause ;  and  then  there  succeeded  a  filtering 
knock,  that  struck  on  the  very  hearts  of  the  inmates  within. 
One  c^  the  girls  sprang  up,  and  on  undoing  the  bolt,  i^eked 
out,  as  the  door  fell  open,  ^  O,  mistress,  here  is  Jack  Grant  the 
mate  !^  Jack,  a  tall,  powerful  seaman,  but  apparently  in  a 
state  of  utter  exhaustion,  sta^ered,  rather  t^n  walked  in, 
and  fhmg  himself  into  a  chair.  ^  Jade,''  exclaimed  the  old 
woman,  seizing  him  convulsively  by  hoik  his  hands,  "  where's 
my  cousin  ? — ^where's  Hugh  1"  "  The  master's  safe  and  well," 
said  Jack  ;  **  but  the  poor  Pnendihip  lies  in  spales  on  the  bar 
of  Findhom.''  "  God  be  praised  !"  ejaculated  the  widow. 
«  Let  the  gear  go  r 

I  have  often  heard  Jade's  story  related  in  Jack's  own  words, 
at  a  period  of  life  when  repetition  never  tires ;  but  I  am  not 
sure  that  I  can  do  it  the  necessary  Justice  now.  **  We  lefb 
Peterhead,"  he  said,  "  wiA  about  half  a  cargo  of  coal ;  for  we 
had  lightened  ship  a  day  or  two  before ;  and  the  gale  freshen- 
ed as  the  night  came  on.  We  made  all  tight,  however ;  and 
though  ihe  snow-drifl  was  so  blinding  in  tiie  thick  of  the  show- 
er that  I  could  scarce  sec  my  hand  before  me,  and  though  it 
soon  b^an  to  blow  great  guns,  we  had  given  the  land  a  good 
offing,  and  the  hurricane  blew  the  right  way.  Just  as  we  were 
loosening  fromtiie  quay,  a  poor  young  womatf,  much  knocked 
up,  with  a  child  in  her  arms,  had  come  to  the  vessel's  side, 
and  begged  hard  of  the  master  to  take  her  aboard.  She  was 
a  soldier's  wife,  and  was  travelling  to  join  her  husband  at  Fort- 
George  ;  but  she  was  already  worn  out  and  penniless,  she  said ; 
and  now,  as  a  snow-storm  threatened  to  block  up  the  roads, 
she  could  neither  stay  where'  she  was  nor  pursue  her  journey. 
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through  the  hillsi  it  would  perish  in  the  snow.  The  isastei^ 
though  unwilling  to  cumber  us  with  a  passenger  in  such  weath- 
er, was  induced,  out  of  pitj  for  the  poor  destitute  creature, 
to  take  her  aboard.  And  she  was  now,  with  her  child,  all 
alone,  below  in  the  cabin.  I  was  stationed  aJic^d  on  the  out- 
look beside  the  foresail  Aotm;  the  night  had  grown  pitch  dark; 
«Qd  the  lamp  in  the  binnacle  threw  just  li^ht  enoi^h  thro«;^b 
the  gray  pf  the  shower  to  show  me  the  master  at  the  helm* 
He  looked  more  anxious,  I  thought,  than  I  had  almost  ever 
seen  him  before,  though  I  have  been  with  him,  mistress,  in 
yerj  bad  weather ;  and  all  at  once  I  saw  he  had  got  company, . 
and  strange  company  too,  for  sudi  a  ni^t ;  there  was  a  woman 
moving  round  him,  with  a  child  in  her  axms.  I  could  see  her 
as  distinctly  as  I  eyer  saw  anything, — now  on  the  one  side, 
now  on  the  other, — at  oo&  time  full  in  the  light,  at  another, 
half  lost  in  the  darkness.  That,I  said  tomysel^must  be  the 
soldier's  wife  and  her  child ;  but  how  in  the  name  of  wonder 
can  the  master  allow  a  woman  to  come  on  deck  in  such  a  night . 
as  this,  when  we  oursdves  have  just  enough  ado  to  keep  foot- 
ing !  He  takes  no  notice  of  her  neither,  but  keeps  looking 
on,  quite  in  his  wont,  at  the  binnacle.  .  ^  Master,'  I  said,  step- 
ping up  to  him,  ^  the  woman  had  surely  better  go  below*' 
'  What  woman,  Jack  V  said  he ;  '  our  passenger,  you  may  be 
sure,  is  nowhere  else.'  I  looked  round,  mistress,  and  found 
he  was  quite  alone,  and  that  the  oompanion-head  was  hasped . 
down.  There  came  a  cold  sweat  all  oyer  me.  *  Jack,'  said 
the  master, '  the  night  is  getting  worse,  and  the  roll  of  the 
waves  heightening  every  moment.  I'm  convinced,  too^  our 
cargo  is  shifting.  As  the  last  sea  struck  us,  I  could  hear  the . 
coals  rattle  below ;  and  see  how  stiffly  we  heel  to  the  larboard. ; 
Say  nothing,  however,  to  the  men,  but  have  all  your  wits  about . 
you ;  and  look,  meanwhile,  to  the  boat-tadcle  and  the  oars.  I 
have  seen  a  boat  live  in  as  bad  a  night  as  this.'  As  he  spoke, 
a  blue  light  from  above  glimmered  on  the  deck.  We  looked 
up,  and  saw  a  dead-fire  sticking  to  the  cross-trees.  '  It's  all 
over  with  us  now,  master/  said  I.    '  Nay,  man,'  replied  tho , 
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lAftster,  in  Bis  easy,  Iramorcras  ymj,  ifWdk  I  always  like  well 
enough  except  in  bad  weather,  and  then  I  see  his  humor  is 
served  out  like  his  extra  grog,  to  keep  up  hearts  that  have 
cause  enough  to  get  low, — ^  Nay,  man,'  he  said,  •  we  can't  af> 
fbrd  to  let  your  grandmother  board  us  to-n^ht.  If  you  will 
ensure  me  against  the  shiftily  coal,  Fll  be  your  guarantee 
i^ainst  the  dead-]%ht.  Why,  it's  as  much  a  natural  appear- 
anee  nran,  as  a  flash  cf  lightning.  Away  to  your  berth,  and 
keep  np  a  good  heart ;  we  can't  be  ftr  from  Coresea  now, 
where,  when  once  past  the  Bkerries,  the  swell  will  take  oif ; 
and  then,  in  two  short  hours,  we  may  be  snug  within  the  Sn- 
tors.'  I  had  scarcely  reached  my  berth  a-head,  nristress,  when 
a  heavy  sea  struck  us  on  the  starboard  quarter,  almost  throw* 
lAg  ns  on  our  beam-ends.  I  could  hear  the  rushing  of  the 
ooals  below,  as  they  settled  on  the  larboard  side ;  and  though 
the  master  set  us  foil  befbre  the  wind,  and  gave  instant  orders 
to  li^^tt  every  stitch  of  sail, — and  it  was  but  IHde  sail  we  had ' 
at  the  time  to  lighten, — sfill  the  vessel  did  not  rise,  but  lay  un- 
managei^le  as  a  log,  with  her  gunwale  in  the  water.  On  we 
diifked,  however,  along  the  south  coast,  with  little  expectation 
save  tlMrt  every  other  sea  wouM  send  us  to  flie  bottom ;  untH, 
in  the  first  gray  of  the  morning,  welbund  ourselves  among  the 
breakers  of  the  terrible  bar  of  Findhom.  And  shortly  after, 
the  poor  JPViencbktp  took  the  ground  right  on  the  edge  of  the 
quicksands,  for  she  would  neither  stay  nor  wear ;  and  as  sh^ 
beat  hard  i^inst  the  bottom,  the  surf  came  roHing  orethaiP 
mast  high. 

^  Just  as  we  struck,"  continued  Jack,  ^  the  master  made  a 
desperate  eilbH;  to  get  into  the  cabin.  Tht  vessel  coiildtt't 
miss,  we  saw,  to  break  up  and  fill ;  and  though  there  was  little ' 
hope  of  any  of  us  ever  setting  fbot  ashore,  he  wished  to  ^e 
the  poor  woman  below  a  diance  with  the  rest  All  of  us  but 
himself,  mistress,  had  got  up  into  the  shrouds,  and  so  could 
see  round  us  a  bit;  and  he  had  just  laid  his  hand  on  the 
companion  hasp  to  undo  the  door,  when  I  saw  a  tremendous 
sea  coming  roHing  towards  us  like  a  moving  wall,  and  shouted 
on  hhu  to  hoM  &8t    He  sprang  to  tlie^  weather*  badc-stay, 


8«i  laid  koU.  Hm  seft  oame  tumbliog  on,  aad^  Ivoai^ai^. 
full  twemty  feet  over  hb  head,  buried  him  for  a  miiuiWs  spAee 
in  the  foam.  We  thought  we  should  nerer  see  him  more  ; 
b«t  when  it  cleared  away,  there  was  be  still,  with  his  iron  gripe 
im  the  stay,  though  the  fearftil  wave  had  water4ogged  the 
Riendthip  from  bow  to  stem,  and  swept  her  companioorhead 
as  deanly  off  by  the  deok  as  if  it  had  been  out  with  a  saw.  No 
human  aid  oould  avail  the  poor  woman  and  her  baby.  Mae^ter 
OQuld  hear  the  terrible  choaking  noise  of  her  dying  agCHiy  right . 
under  his  feet,  with  but  a  two-inoh  plank  between ;  and  tha 
semids  have  haunted  him  ever  aince.  But  even  had  he  fmy 
oeeded  in  getting  her  on  deck,  she  oould  not  possibly  liave  sur- 
vhned,  mistress.  For  five  long  hours  we  dung  to  die  rig^i^, 
with  the  seas  riding  over  us  all  the  time  like  wild  homes ;  and 
thMi^  we  oould  see,  through  the  oiow  drift  and  the  spray^ 
ciowds  on  the  shore,  and  boats  lying  thiek  beside  the  pier^ 
nQO0  dared  v^iture  out  to  assist  us,  till  near  the  dose  of  th^ . 
day,  wfaen  the  wind  ^  with  the  Mling  tide,  and  we  wera 
brought  ashore,  more  dead  than  alive,  by  a  volunteer  crew 
fi:om  the  harb<»!.  The  unlucky  Friend$hip  began  to  break  up 
under  us  ere  mid^y,  and  we  saw  the  corpse  of  the  drowned 
woman,  with  the  dead  in&nt  still  in  its  arms,  come  floating  out 
through  a  hole  in  the  side.  But  the  surf  soon  tore  mother  and 
duld  aaunder,  and  we  lost  ^ight  of  them  as  they  drifted  away 
to  the  west  Mast^  would  have  <»t»ssed  the  Frith  himself 
tllis  inoming  to  relieve  your  mind,  but  being  less  worn  out 
than  any  <^  us,  he  thought  it  best  to  remain  in  charge  <^  the 
wredt." 

Such,  in  effect,  wias  the  narrative  of  Jack  Grrant  the  mate. 
The  master,  as  I  have  said,  had  well  nigh  to  commence  the 
wparld  anew,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  selling  his  new  house  at,a. 
disadvantage,  in  order  to  make  up  the  sum  necessary  £)r  pro* . 
viding  himself  with  a  new  vessd,  when  a  friend  interposed  and 
advanced  him  the  balance  required.  He  was  assisted,  too,  by 
a  sister  in  Leith,  who  was  on  tolerably  comfortable  drcum- 
stances ;  and  so  he  got  a  new  sloop,  which,  though  not  quite  equal 
in  size  to  the.ode  1^  had  bat,  w^s  built  wbo%  pC  oai^  every 
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ptetk  and  j^eani  of  wbkh  be  had  sapmitMided  in  tke  Jigri^' 
down,  and  a  primesailer  to  boot ;  and  so,  iiKn^  ht  bad  to 
sata&tf 7  himself  with  the  aooommodatioa  of  the  old  domkife^ 
with  its  little  rocmui  and  its  small  windows^  and  to  lei  theethtr 
bouse  to  a  tenant,  be  began  to  thrive  again  aabelaie.    MeaDt 
while  bis  aged  cousin  was  gradnallj  sinking.    ThemaaterwaS' 
absent  on  one  of  his  longer  yoya^^  and  she  too  tralyftlfttba^. 
she  cottld  not  surviye  till  lus  return*    She  called  to  her  bed* . 
side  her  two  joong  friends,  the  sisters,  who  had  been  mwear 
ried  in  Ibeir  attentions  to  her,  and  poured  out  her  Messing  en 
them ;  irst  on  Ibe  elder,  and  th^i  on  the  younger.    **  But  aa  - 
fi)r  you,  Harriet,"  she  added,  addresnng  the  latter,-—*^  there 
wralts  ibr  you  (me  c^  the  best  blessings  of  tbis  worid  alao^— -the 
blessing  oi  a  good  husband ;  you  will  be  a  gainer  in  the  end, 
eiren  in  this  life,  through  your  kindness  to  the  poor  ohildleaa ' 
widow."    The  prof^ie&y  was  a  true  one ;  the  old  woman  had 
direwdly  marked  where  the  eyes  of  her  cousin  had  been  fidl* 
ing  of  late ;  imd  in  about  a  twelvmonth  after  hst  death,  her 
young  Mend  and  pupil  bad  become  the  master's  wi^.    There 
was  a  Tery  cmisiderable  disparity  between  their  ages,— 4he 
master  was  forty-four,  and  his  wife  only  eighteen, — but  neter  • 
was  there  a  happier  marriage.    The  young  wife  was  maple, 
co(nli<^Bg,  and  a£lectionate,  and  the  master  of  a  sc^  and  gmial 
nature,  with  a  large  amount  of  buoyant  humor  about  him^  • 
and  80  equable  in  temper,  that,  during  six  years  of  wedded 
life,  Ms  wife  never  saw  him  angry  but  once.     I  have  heard  her 
speak  of  the  exceptional  instance,  howeyer,  as  too  terriUe  to 
be  readily  forgotten. 

I^e  had  accompanied  Mm  on  ship-boaard,  during  their  fiAt 
year  of  married  life,  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  Cromarty  Frith, 
whweMs  sloop  was  tiJdng  in  a  cargo  of  grain,  and  lay  quie^y 
embayed  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  southern  nhorek 
His  mate  had  gone  away  for  the  night  to  the  oppoeite  side  of 
the  bay,  to  visit  Ms  parents,  who  resided  in  that  neighbor* 
hood ;  and  the  remaining  crew  consisted  of  but  two  seamen, 
botJi  young  and  somewhat  reckless  men,  and  the  eiiip-boy. 
Tddag  Oie  boy  with  them  to  keep  Ibe  ship^s  boat  aAoi^  and 
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wait  liieir  retura,  tlie  two  sailon  went  ashore  and,  setting  <rat 
fat  a  distant  pabHoiiouse,  remained  there  drinking  tiH  a  late 
hour.  Hiere  was  a  bright  moon  oreriiead,  but  the  evening 
was  chill  and  frosty ;  and  the  boy,  cold,  tired,  and  haljPover- 
come  by  deep,  after  smiting  on  till  past  midnight,  shoved  off 
the  boat,  and,  making  his  way  to  the  vessel,  got  straightway 
ittto  his  hammodc,  and  fell  asleep.  Shortly  after,  the  two  m^i 
came  to  the  shore,  much  the  worse  of  liquor ;  and,  failing  to 
make  themselves  heard  by  the  boy,  they  stripped  off  their 
dothes,  and,  diilly  as  the  night  was,  swam  aboard.  The  mas- 
ter and  his  wife  had  been  fi>r  hours  snug  in  their  bed,  when 
they  were  awakened  by  the  screams  of  the  boy ;  the  drunk^i 
men  were  mimereifuUy  bastinading  him  with  a  rope's  end 
apiece  ;  and  the  master,  hastily  rising,  had  to  interfere  in  his 
bdiali^  and,  with  the  air  of  a  man  who  knew  that  remonstrance 
in  the  circmnstances  would  be  of  little  avail,  he  sent  them 
both  off  to  their  hammocks.  Scarcely,  however,  had  he  again 
got  into  bed,  when  he  was  a  second  time  aroused  by  the  cries 
of  the  boy,  uttered  on  this  occasion  in  the  shrill  tones  of  agony 
and  terror;  and,  promptly  springing  up, now  followed  by  his 
wife,  he  found  the  two  sailors  again  belaboring  the  boy,  and 
that  one  of  them,  in  his  blind  fury,  had  laid  hold  of  a  rope-end, 
armed,  as  is  common  on  shipboard,  with  an  iron  thimble  or 
ring,  and  thatr  every  blow  produced  a  wound.  The  poor  boy 
was  streaming  over  with  blood.  The  master,  in  the  extremity 
of  his  indignation,  lost  command  of  himself  Bushing  in,  the 
two  men  were  in  a  moment  dashed  against  the  deck ; — they 
seemed  powerless  in  his  hands  as  children  ;  and  had  not  his 
wife,  although  very  unfit  at  the  time  for  mingling  in  a  fray,  run 
in  and  laid  hold  of  him', — ^a  movement  which  calmed  him  at 
otxce, — it  was  her  serious  impression  that,  unarmed  as  he  was, 
he  would  have  killed  them  both  upon  the  spot.  There  are,  I 
brieve,  few  things  more  formidable  than  the  unwonted  anger 
of  a  good-natured  man. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

*Tliree  stormy  nigMs  and  stormy  days 
We  toaeed  upon  tiM  faglng  nwin; 
,  And  long  we  strore  our  bark  to  saT^ 

Bat  all  oar  itriring  was  in  rain." 

LoWBi 

I  WAS  bom,  the  first  duld  of  this  marriage,  on  the  10th  day 
of  October,  1802,  in  the  low,  long  house  built  by  mj  great* 
grandfather,  the  buocaneer.  My  memory  awoke  early.  I  have 
recollections  which  date  several  months  ere  the  completion  of 
my  third  year ;  but,  like  those  of  the  golden  age  of  Uie  world, 
tbey  are  duefly  of  a  my thologic  character*  I  remember,  for 
instance,  getting  out  unobserved  one  day  to  my  Other's  little 
garden,  and  seeing  there  a  minute  duckling  covered  with  soft 
yellow  hair,  growing  out  of  the  soil  by  its  feet,  and  beside  it  a 
plant  that  bore  as  its  flowers  a  crop  of  little  mussel  shells  of  a 
deep  red  color.  I  know  not  what  prodigy  of  the  v^;etable 
kingdom  produced  the  little  duckling ;  but  the  plant  with  the 
shells  must,  I  think,  have  been  a  scarlet  runner,  and  the  shells 
themselves  the  papUionaceous  blossonas.  I  have  a  distinct 
recollection,  too — ^but  it  belong  to  a  later  period — of  seeing 
my  ancestor,  old  John  Feddes,  the  buccaneer,  though  he  must 
have  been  dead  at  the  time  considerably  more  than  half  a  ceno 
tury.  I  had  learned  to  take  an  interest  in  his  story,  as  pre- 
served and  told  in  the  antique  dwelling  which  he  had  built 
more  than  a  hundred  years  before.    To  forget  a  love  disap* 
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pomtment,  he  bad  set  out  early  in  life  for  the  Spanish  Main, 
where,  after  giving  and  receiving  some  hard  blows,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  filling  a  little  bag  with  dollars  and  doubloons ;  and 
dien  coming  home,  he  found  his  old  sweetheart  a  widow,  and 
80  mudi  inclined  to  listen  to  reason,  that  she  ultimately  be- 
came his  wife.  Tliere  were  some  little  circumstances  in  his 
history  which  must  have  laid  hold  of  my  imagination ;  for  I 
used  over  and  over  to  demand  its  repetition ;  and  one  of  my 
first  attempts  at  a  work  of  art  was  to  scribble  his  initials  witl& 
my  fingers,  in  red  paint,  on  the  house-door.  One  day,  when 
playing  all  alone  at  the  stair-foot, — ^for  the  inmates  of  the 
house  had  gone  out,— something  extraordinary  caught  my  eye 
on  the  landing-place  above ;  and  looking  up,  there  stood  John 
Feddes, — ^for  I  somehow  instinctively  divined  that  it  was  none 
other  than  he, — in  the  form  of  a  large,  tall,  very  old  man, 
attired  in  a  ligiit-blue  great-coat  He  seemed  to  be  steadfastly 
regarding  me  with  itpparent  complacency ;  but  I  was  sadly 
^ghtened ;  and  fyt  years  after,  when,  passmg  through  the 
dingy,  ill-ligfated  room,  out  of  which  I  inferred  he  liad  come, 
I  used  to  feel  not  at  all  sure  that  I  might  not  lilt  against  old 
John  in  the  dark. 

I  retain  a  vivid  recollection  of  tJxe  joy  which  used  to  Bght 
up  the  household  on  my  &idier's  arrival ;  and  how  I  learned 
to  distinguish  for  myself  his  sloop  when  in  the  offing,  by  the 
two  slim  stripes  of  white  that  ran  along  her  sides,  and  her  two 
square  topsails.  I  have  my  golden  memories,  too,  of  splendid 
toy9  that  he  used  to  bring  home  with  him, — among  the  rest, 
of  a  magnificent  four-wheeled  wagon  of  painted  tin,  drawn 
by  four  wooden  horses  and  a  string ;  and  of  getting  it  into  a' 
qufet  oOTner,  imme^tely  on  its  being  delivered  over  to  me^ 
and  there  breaking  up  every  wheel  and  horse,  and  the  vehicle 
its^,  into  their  original  bits,  until  not  two  of  the  pieces  were 
left  sticking  together.  Farther,  1  still  remember  my  disap- 
pointment  at  not  finding  something  curious  within  at  least  the 
horses  and  the  wheels ;  and  as  unquestionably  the  main  en- 
joyment derivable  ^m  such  t^ngs  is  to  be  had  fa  the  break* 
ing  of  Hi^m,  I  sometimes  wonder  lliat  our  ingenioud  toymen' 
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do  nQi  &11  upon  the  i^Ay  of  at  once  exteudiog  thedr  trade,  and 
adding  to  its  f^ilosophy,  by  putting  some  of  their  most  bill* 
liant  things  where  nature  puts  the  nutkemel,— inside.  I 
shall  advert  to  but  one  other  reooUeotion  of  this  period.  I 
have  a  dream-like  memory  of  a  busy  time,  when  men  with  gold 
lace  on  their  breasts,  and  at  least  one  gentleman  with  golden 
epaulets  on  his  shoulders,  used  to  oall  at  my  Other's  house, 
and  fill  my  newly-acquired  pookets  with  coppers ;  and  how 
they  wanted,  it  is  said,  to  bring  my  &ther  along  with  them, 
to  help  them  to  sail  thdr  great  Yessel ;  but  he  prefened  re* 
malning,  it  was  added,  with  his  own  little  one.  A  ship  of 
war,  under  the  guidance  of  an  unskilful  pilot,  had  run  agroand 
oa  a  shallow  flat  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Frith,  known  as 
the  Inches;  and  as  the  flood  of  a  ^ream-tide  was  at  its  height 
at  the  time,  and  straightway  began  to  fidl  ofi*,  it  was  found, 
after  lightening  her  of  her  guns  and  the  greater  part  of  her 
stores,  that  she  still  stuck  fiist.  My  &ther,  whose  sloop  had 
heea  pressed  into  the  service,  and  was  loaded  to  the  gnn* 
wale  with  the  <»rdnaace,  had  betrayed  an  unexpected  knowl* 
edge  of  the  points  of  a  large  war  vessel ;  and  ihe  command- 
er, entering  into  conversation  with  him,  was  so  impnssaed  hj 
his  dull,  that  he  placed  his  ship  under  his  charge,  and  had  his 
confidence  repaid  by  seeing  her  hauled  off  into  deep  water  in 
a  angle  tide.  Knowing  the  nature  of  the  bottom, — a  soft 
arenaceous  mud,  which,  if  beat  for  some  time  by  the  foot  or 
baud,  resolved  itself  into  a  sort  of  quicksand,  half  sludge,  half 
water,  which,  when  covered  by  a  eompet^t  depth  of  sea, 
could  offer  no  effectual  resistance  to  a  ship's  keel, — the  master 
had  set  half  the  crew  to  run  in  a  body  from  side  to  side,  till, 
by  the  motion  generated  in  this  way,  the  portion  of  the  bank 
inunediately  beneath  was  beaten  soft;;  and  then  the  other 
moiety  of  ^e  men,  tugging  hard  on  kedge  and  haulser,  drew 
the  vessel  off  a  few  feet  at  a  time,  till  at  length,  after  not  a 
few  repetitions  of  the  process,  she  floated  free.  Of  course,  on 
a  harder  bottom  the  experiment  would  not  have  availed ;  but 
so  struck  was  the  commander  by  its  efficacy  and  originality, 
and  by  the  extent  of  the  master's  professional  reeourees,  that 
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he  strongly  reoommended  him  to  part  with  his  sloop,  sad  en- 
ter the  navy,  where  he  thought  he  had  influence  enough,  he 
said,  to  get  him  placed  in  a  proper  position.  But  as  the  mas- 
ter's previous  experience  of  the  service  had  be^i  of  a  vay 
disagreeable  kind,  and  as  his  position,  as  at  once  master  and 
owner  of  the  vessel  he  sailed,  was  at  least  an  independent 
one,  he  declined  aotii^  on  the  advice. 

Such  are  some  of  my  earlier  recollections.  But  there  was 
a  time  of  sterner  memories  at  hand.  The  kelp  trade  had  not 
yet  attained  to  the  importance  which  it  afterwards  acquired, 
ere  it  fell  before  the  first  approaches  of  Free  Trade ;  and  my 
&ther,  in  collecting  a  supply  for  the  Leith  Glass  Works,  for 
which  he  occasionally  acted  both  as  agent  and  shipmaster, 
used  sometimes  to  spend  whole  months  amid  the  Hebrides, 
sailing  from  station  to  station,  and  purchasing  here  a  few  tons 
and  there  a  few  hundredweights,  until  he  had  completed  his 
cargo.  In  his  last  kelp  voyage,  he  had  been  detained  in  this 
way  from  tiie  dose  of  August  to  the  end  of  October ;  and  at 
leBgth,  deeply  laden,  he  had  threaded  his  way  round  Gi^ 
Wratii,  and  through  the  Pentland  and  across  the  Moray  Fritiis, 
when  a  severe  gale  compelled  him  to  seek  shelter  in  the  har. 
bor  of  Peterhead.  From  that  port,  on  the  9th  of  Novenu 
ber,  1B07,  he  wrote  my  mother  the  last  letter  she  ever  re- 
ceived from  him ;  fer  on  the  day  after  he  sailed  from  it,  there 
arose  a  terrible  tempest,  in  which  many  seamen  perished, 
and  he  and  his  crew  were  never  more  heard  of.  His  sloop 
was  last  seen  by  a  brother  townsman  and  shipmaster,  who,  eve 
the  storm  came  on,  had  been  fertunate  enough  to  secure  an 
asylum  for  his  bark  in  an  English  harbor  on  an  exposed  por- 
tion of  the  coast  Vessel  af);er  vessel  had  been  coming  ashore 
during  the  day ;  and  the  beach  was  strewed  with  wrecks  and 
dead  bodies ;  but  he  had  marked  his  townsman's  sloop  in  the 
offing  from  mid-day  till  near  evening,  exhausting  every  nauti- 
cal shift  and  expedient  to  keep  aloof  from  the  shore ;  and  at 
l^igth,  as  the  ni^t  was  felling,  the  skill  and  perseverance 
exerted  seemed  successful ;  for,  clearing  a  formidable  head- 
land  that  had  lain  on  the  ke  for  hours,  and  was  mottled  with 
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brokeii  ships' and  drownBd  men,  the  sloop  was  seen  stretdiing 
out  in  a  long  tack  into  the  open  sea.  "  Miller's  seamanship 
fans  saved  him  onoe  more !"  said  Matheson,  the  Cromarty  skip- 
per, as,  quitting  his  place  of  outlook,  he  returned  to  his  oabin ; 
but  the  night  fell  tempestuous  and  mid,  and  no  vestige  of  the 
hapless  sloop  vas  ever  after  seen.  It  was  supposed  that,  heavi*^ 
iy  laden,  and  laboring  in  a  mountainous  sea,  she  must  have 
started  a  plaak  and  foonderod.  And  thus  perished — to  bor* 
torn  from  thb  sunple  eulogium  of  one  of  his  sea&ring  friends, 
vhont  I  heaid  long  after  condoling  willi  my  mother — ''  one 
of  the  best  sailors  that  ever  sailed  the  Moray  Frith." 

The  &tal  tempest,  as  it  had  prevailed  chiefly  on  the  eastern 
coasts  of  England  and  the  soutii  of  SooUand,  was  represented 
in  the  north  by  but  a  few  bleak,  sullen  days,  in  which,  with 
little  wind,  a  heavy  ground-swell  came  rolling  in  coastwards 
from  the  east,  and  sent  up  its  surf  high  against  the  precipices 
of  tile  Northern  Sutor.  There  were  no  forebodings  in  the  mas- 
ter's dwelling ;  for  his  Peterhead  letter — a  brief  but  hopeful 
mis»LVe^-*«4iad  been  just  received ;  and  my  mother  was  sitting, 
on  the  evening  after,  beside  the  household  fire,  plying  the 
obeerftil  needle,  when  the  house-door,  which  had  been  left  un^ 
listened,  fell  open,  and  I  was  despatched  from  her  side  to  shut 
it»  Wlut  lblh}W«  must  simj^y  be  regarded  as  the  recollection, 
dKmgh  a  very  vivid  one,  of  a  boy  who  had  completed  his  fifth 
year  only  a  mootii  before.  Day  had  not  wholly  disappeared, 
but  it  was  fast  posting  on  to  night,  and  a  gray  haze  spread  a 
nevtral  tiat  of  dimness  over  every  more  distant  object,  but  left 
the  nuoBP  ones  comparatively  distmot,  when  I  saw  at  thA  open 
door,  witfam  less  than  a  yaad  oimy  bieast,  as  plainly  as  ever 
I  aaw  anything,  a  dissevered  hand  and  arm  streteJied  towards 
msL  Hnnd  and  arm  were  apparently  t&ose  of  a  female ;  they 
hero  a  livid  and  sodden  appearance ;  and  directly  fironting  me, 
where  the  body  ought  to  have  been,  there  was  only  blank, 
tiansparent  space,  through  which  I  could  see  the  dim  forms  of 
the  objeela  beyond.  I  was  fearfully  startled,  and  ran  shriek* 
m§  to  my  mother,  teUiog  what  I  had  seen ;  and  the  house- 
giriy^riioia  i^BAXtaeattoshut  the^Qfor,  apparenAy  a0k)ted 
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by  my  terror,  also  returned  firightened,  and  said  that  she  too 
had  seen  the  wonum's  hand ;  widch,  howeyer,  did  not  seem  to 
be  the  case.  And  finaUy,  my  mother  going  to  the  door,  saw 
nothing,  though  she  appeared  much  impressed  by  the  ex- 
tremeness of  my  terror  and  the  minuteness  of  my  description. 
I  conamunicate  the  story  as  it  lies  fixed  in  my  memory,  with- 
out attempting  to  explain  it.  The  si^posed  apparition  may 
have  been  merely  a  momentary  affection  of  the  eye,  of  the  na- 
ture described  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  his  '^  Demonology,"  and 
Sir  David  Brewster  in  his  ^  Natural  Magic."  But  if  so,  the 
afiection  was  one  of  which  I  experienced  no  after-return ;  and 
its  coincidence,  in  the  case,  with  the  probable  time  of  my  &- 
ther's  death,  seems  at  least  curious. 

There  followed  a  dreary  seascw,  on  which  I  still  look  back 
in  memory,  as  on  a  prospect  which,  sunshiny  and  sparkling 
far  a  time,  has  become  suddenly  enveloped  in  cloud  and  storm* 
I  remember  my  mother's  long  fits  of  weeping,  and  the  general 
gloom  of  the  widowed  household ;  and  how,  after  she  had  sent 
my  two  little  sbters  to  bed, — ^for  such  had  been  the  increase  of 
the  &mily, — and  her  hands  were  set  free  for  the  evening,  she 
used  to  sit  up  late  at  night,  engaged  as  a  seamstress,  in  making 
pieces  of  dress  for  such  of  the  neighbors  as  chose  to  employ 
her.  My  &ther's  new  house  lay  untenanted  at  the  time ;  and 
though  his  sloop  had  been  partially  insured,  the  broker  with 
whom  he  dealt  was,  it  would  seem,  on  the  verge  of  insolvency, 
and  having  raised  objections  to  paying  the  money,  it  was  l<Mig 
ere  any  part  of  it  cauld  be  realized.  And  so,  with  all  my 
mother's  industry,  the  household  would  have  fsa&d  but  ill  had 
it  not  been  for  the  assistanoe  lent  her  by  her  two  brothers,  in- 
dustrious, hard-working  men,  who  lived  witib  their  aged  parents 
and  an  unmarried  sister,  about  a  bow-shot  away,  and  now  not 
only  advanced  her  money  as  she  needed  it,  but  also  took  her 
second  child,  the  elder  of  my  two  sisters,  a  docile  little  girl  of 
three  years,  to  live  with  them.  I  remember  I  used  to  go  wan- 
dering disconsolately  about  the  harbor  at  this  season,  to  ex- 
amine the  vessels  which  had  come  in  during  the  night ;  and 
that  I  oftener  than  once  set  my  mother  a  crying  by  asking  her 
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-why  the  shipmasters  who,  when  my  father  was  alive,  used  to 
stroke  my  head,  and  slip  halfpence  into  my  pockets,  never  now 
took  any  notice  of  me,  or  gave  me  anything  1  She  well  knew 
that  the  shipmasters — not  an  ungenerous  class  of  men — ^had 
simply  failed  to  recognize  their  old  comrade's  child  ;  but  the 
question  was  only  too  suggestive,  notwithstanding,  of  both  her 
own  loss  and  mine.  I  used,  too,  to  dimb,  day  after  day,  a 
grassy  protuberance  of  the  old  coast-line  immediately  behind 
my  mother's  house,  that  commands  a  wide  reach  of  the  Mo- 
ray Frith,  and  to  look  wistfhlly  out,  loi^  after  every  one  else 
had  ceased  to  hope,  for  the  sloop  with  the  two  stripes  of  white 
and  the  two  square  topsails.  But  months  and  years  passed 
by,  and  the  white  stripes  and  the  square  topsails  I  never  saw. 
The  antecedents  of  my  father's  life  impressed  me  more 
powerfully  during  my  boyhood  than  at  least  aught  I  acquired 
at  school ;  and  I  have  submitted  them  to  the  reader  at  consid- 
erable length,  as  not  only  curious  in  themselves,  but  as  form- 
ing a  first  chapter  in  the  story  of  my  education.  And  the  fol- 
lowing stanzas,  written  at  a  time  when,  in  opening  manhood, 
I  was  sowing  my  wild  oats  in  verse,  may  at  least  serve  to  show 
that  they  continued  to  stand  out  in  bold  relief  on  my  memo- 
ry, even  after  I  had  grown  up. 

**  Round  Albyn^B  weitern  shores,  t  lonolf  skiff 

Is  coasting  slow  }-^e  adverse  vinds  detalD ; 

And  now  sbe  rounds  secure  the  dreaded  clil^* 

Whose  horrid  ridge  beats  back  the  northern  main ; 

And  now  the  whirling  Pentland  roars  in  yidn 

Her  stem  beneath,  for  fltYorfng  breeces  rise ; 

Hm  green  isles  tui/df  wUteua  tte  watorr  platn, 

O^er  the  vexed  waves  with  meteor  speed  she  fliesi 
nil  Moray's  distant  hills  o'er  the  blue  waves  arise. 

Who  guides  that  vessel^  waiiderlBge  o^  the  wairet 
A  patient,  liaidy  man,  of  tbooghtftd  brow ; 
Sttrene  and  warm  of  heart,  and  wisely  bravei 
And  sagely  skilled,  when  burly  breezes  blow, 
To  press  through  angry  waves  the  adventurous  pniir. 

♦Cape  Wrath. 


26  XT  SCHOOLS  j^Nj>  soaoouiUBTEm; 

A0»  hath  not  qtteU\i  bis  strenith,  nor  qaench'd  defin 
or  g^nerotu  deed,  nor  chillM  his  bosom'i  glow  ; 
Yet  to  a  better  world  his  hopes  aspire. 
Ah  I  thto  moat  aare  be  theel    AU  taail  my  honomd  Sbwl 

Alas  !  thy  latest  voyage  draws  near  a  close, 
For  Death  broods  voiceless  in  the  darkening  sky ; 
SubaidM  the  breeze ;  tV  untroiAled  wates  repose  x 
The  scene  U  peaeetal  aU.   Can  Death  be  nigh, 
Whan  thus,  mute  and  nnanned,  his  vaanla  lie  ? 
Mark  ye  that  cloud  I    There  toils  the  imprisoned  gale ; 
E^en  now  it  comes,  with  voice  uplifted  high ; 
Resound  the  shores,  harrii  screams  flie  rending  sail. 
And  roan  th'  amazed  vavei  and  bursts  the  ttaonder  peal; 

Three  days  the  tempest  raged ;  on  Scotia's  shore 
Wreck  piled  on  wreck,  and  cone  o*er  corse  vaa  tiiloirai 
Her  ragged  clifb  were  red  with  clotted  gore ; 
Uer  dark  caves  echoed  back  the  expiring  moan  ; 
And  luckless  maidens  moiuned  their  lovers  gone ; 
And  IKendless  orphans  cried  in  vain  for  bread ; 
Afld  widow'd  motbers  wandered  forth  alone  ;-*- 
Restore,  O  wave,  they  cried,— restore  our  dead  I 
And  then  the  breast  they  barM,  and  beat  the  un&helterM  head. 

Of  thee,  my  Sire,  what  mortal  tongue  can  tell  1 
No  friendly  bay  thy  shattered  bark  received ; 
Ev'n  when  thy  dust  reposM  in  ocean  cell. 
Strange  baseless  tales  of  hope  thy  fHends  deceived  ; 
Which  oft  they  doubted  sad,  or  gay  believed. 
At  length,  when  deeper,  darker  waxed  the  gloom. 
Hopeless  they  grieved,  but  'twas  in  vain  they  jj^ieved : 
If  God  be  truth,  'tis  sure  no  voice  of  doom, 
That  bids  the  accepted  soul  its  robes  of  Joy  assume." 

I  liad  been  sent,  previous  to  my  fiither's  death,  to  a  dame's 
school,  where  I  was  taught  to  pixuiouBce  my  letters  to  such 
effect  in  the  old  Scottidbi  mode,  that  still,  when  I  attempt  speU- 
ing  a  word  aloud,  which  is  not  often, — ^for  I  find  the  process  a 
very  perilous  one»— the  oaV  and  ee%  and  Mht  and  vaus^  return 
upon  me,  and  I  have  to  tnmdate  them  with  no  little  hesita- 
tion, as  I  go  along,  into  the  more  modish  sounds.  A  knowl- 
edge of  the  letters  themselves  I  had  already  acquired  by  study- 
ing the  sign-posts  of  the  place, — ^rare  works  of  art,  that  ex- 
cited my  utmost  admiration,  witii  jugs,  aadglasses^and  bottles, 
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and  ships,  and  loaves  of  bread  upon  them,  all  of  wfaidi  ooald, 
as  the  artists  had  intended,  be  actually  recognized.  During 
mj  sixth  year  I  spelt  my  waj,  under  the  dame,  through  the 
Shorter  Catediism,  the  Proverbs,  and  the  New  Testament, 
and  then  Altered  upon  her  highest  form,  as  a  member  of  the 
Bible  dass ;  but  all  the  while  the  process  of  acquiring  learn- 
ing had  been  a  dark  one,  which  I  slowly  mastered,  in  humble 
confidence  in  the  awful  wisdom  of  the  schoolmistress,  not 
knowing  whither  it  tended;  when  at  once  my  mind  awoke  to 
the  meaning  of  die  most  delightful  of  all  narratives, — the 
story  of  Joseph.  Was  there  ever  such  a  discovery  made  be- 
fore !  I  actually  found  out  for  myself,  that  the  art  of  reading 
is  the  art  of  finding  stcnies  in  books ;  and  firom  that  moment 
reading  became  one  of  the  most  delightful  of  my  amusements. 
I  began  by  getting  into  a  comer  on  the  dismissal  of  the  sdiool, 
and  there  conning  over  to  myself  the  new-found  story  of 
Joseph ;  nor  did  one  perusal  serve ; — the  other  Scripture  stories 
followed, — ^in  especial,  the  story  of  Samson  and  the  Philis- 
tines, of  David  and  Goliah,  of  the  prophets  Elijah  and  Elisha ; 
and  after  these  came  the  New  Testament  stories  and  parables. 
Assisted  by  my  uncles,  too,  I  began  to  collect  a  library  in  a 
box  of  birch-bark  about  nine  inches  square,  which  I  found 
quite  large  enough  to  contain  a  great  many  immortal  works. 
Jack  the  Giant-Killer,  and  Jack  and  the  Bean-Stalk,  and  the 
Yellow  Dwar^  and  Blue  Beard,  and  Sinbad  the  Sailor,  and 
Beauty  and  the  Beast,  and  Aladdin  and  the  Wonderful  Lamp, 
with  several  others  of  resembling  character.  Those  intolerable 
nuisances  the  useful-knowledge  books  had  not  yet  arisen,  like 
tenebrious  stars,  on  the  educational  horizon,  to  darken  the 
world,  and  shed  their  blighting  influ^ice  on  the  opening  in- 
tellect of  the  "'  youthhood ;"  and  so,  from  my  rudimental 
books, — ^books  that  made  diemselves  truly  such  by  their 
thorough  assimilation  wilii  the  rudimental  mind, — ^I  passed 
on,  without  being  conscious  of  break  or  line  of  division,  to 
books  on  which  the  learned  are  cont^it  to  write  commentaries 
and  dissertations,  but  which  I  found  to  be  quite  as  nice  chil- 
dren's books  as  any  <^  the  others.    Old  Homer  wrote  admi- 


as,  ny  8caooi£  amp  sfMooiMAmmsi 

imbly  §at  little  fiilk,  espooaJlj  in  die  Odjssej;  a  eopy  at 
vhich, — in  the  oaiy  trae  translation  eztant, — £ot,  judging 
fium  its  mrpaasing  intraest^  and  the  wratli  of  critics,  such  I 
hold  that  of  Pope  to  be^ — I  found  in  the  house  of  a  neighbor. 
Next  came  the  Iliad ;  not^  however,  in  a  oomplete  copy,  but 
rquesented  bj  four  of  the  ax  vohimes  <^  Benard  LintoU 
With  what  power^  and  at  how  early  an  age,  true  genius  ina- 
presses !  I  saw,  even  at  this  immature  period,  that  no  otiier 
writer  could  cast  a  jayelin  with  half  the  force  of  Homer.  The 
missiles  went  whiszing  athwart  his  ]>ages ;  and  I  could  see 
the  momentary  gleam  of  the  steel,  ere  it  buried  itself  deep  in 
brass  and  bull-hide.  I  next  succeeded  in  discovering  for  m^y* 
self  a  child's  book,  of  not  less  interest  than  even  the  Uiad^ 
which  might,  I  was  told,  be  read  on  Sabbaths,  in  a  magnifir 
cent  old  edition  of  the  ^  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  printed  on  coarse- 
whity-brown  p^)er,  and  charged  with  numerous  wood^^uta, 
each  of  which  occupied  an  entire  page,  that,  on  principles  of 
economy,  bore  letter-press  on  the  other  side.  And  sudi  de* 
lightfol  prints  as  they  were !  It  must  have  been  some  such 
volume  that  sat  for  its  portrait  to  Wordsworth,  and  which  he 
so  exquisitely  describes  as 

"Profaae  in  ganiitare  of  wooden  cuts, 
Strange  and  nnoouth  ;  dfre  fiwes,  figares  dire, 
Sharp4aiee'd,  diarp«lbow*d,  and  lean^ncled  too, 
With  long  and  ghastly  shanks, — forms  which,  once  seen, 
Gould  never  be  forgotten." 

In  process  of  time  I  had  devoured,  besides  these  genial  works, 
Bobinson  Crusoe,  Gulliver's  Travels,  Ambrose  on  Aiigels,  the 
"judgment  chapter"  in  Howie's  Scotch  Worthies,  Byron's 
Narrative,  and  die  adventures  of  Philip  Quarll,  widi  a  good 
many  other  adv^itures  and  voyages,  real  and  iictiti<^s,  part  of 
a  very  miscellaneous  collection  of  books  made  by  my  Either. 
It  was  a  melancholy  little  library  to  which  I  bad  fidlen  heir. 
Most  of  the  missing  volumes  had  been  with  the  master  aboard 
his  vessel  when  he  perished.  Of  an  early  edition  of  Cook's 
Voyages,  all  the  volumes  were  now  absent  save  the  first ;  and 
a  very  twtaliyiing  romance,  in  four  volumes, — Mrs.  Batciiff'e 
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**  Mysteries  of  Udolpho,"^^wft8  t^^r^sented  hy  obly  <lieei*lier 
twa  Small  as  the  coUeotion  W^as,  it  eontluQed  dome  rare  books^ 
— aniong  the  rest,  a  eurious  litl^  volnine,  eDt&lled  ''  The  Mhr- 
ades  of  Nature  and  Art,"  to  whidi  ire  find  Dr.  Jokiaon  re- 
ferring, in  <me  of  the  dialogues  ehrotiieled  by  Boswell^  as  sosroe 
even  in  his  day^  aod  which  had  been  published,  lie  md,  some 
time  in  the  seveateenth  o^^tury  by  a  bookseller  whose  shc^ 
hui^  perched  on  Old  London  Bridge^  between  sky  and  water. 
It  contained,  too,  the  <mly  copy  I  ever  saw  of  the  *^  Memoirs 
of  a  Protestant  cond^omed  to  the  Galleys  of  France  for  his  Re- 
ligion,"— ^a  work  interesting  from  the  circiimstanee  that-^ 
though  it  bore  another  name  c»a  its  title-page— it  had  been 
translated  from  the  French  tot  a  ^w  guineas  by  pbor  Gold* 
smith,  in  his  days  of  obscure  literary  drudgery,  and  exhibited 
the  peculiar  excellenoies  of  his  style.  The  collection  boasted, 
besides,  of  a  curious  old  bo<^,  illustrated  by  yery  uncouth 
plates,  that  detailed  the  perils  and  sufierings  of  Hn  English 
sailor  who  had  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life  as  a  slave  in  Mo* 
rocco.  It  had  its  volumes  of  sound  theology,  too,  and  of  stiff 
controversy, — ^Flavd's  Works,  and  H^o^y's  Commentttry,  and 
Hutchinson  on  the  Lesser  Prophets,  and  a  very  old  treatise  on 
the  Revelations,  with  the  title  page  away,  and  blind  Jame- 
son's volume  on  the  Hierardiy,  with  iirst  editions  of  Naphtali^ 
the  Ooud  of  Witnesses,  and  the  Hind  Let  Loose.  But  with 
these  solid  authors  I  did  not  venture  to  grapple  until  long 
aiber  this  time.  Of  the  works  of  &et  and  incident  which  it 
contained,  those  of  the  voyages  w^ere  my  especial  fiivorites. 
I  perused  with  avidity  the  voyages  of  Anson,  Dndke,  Raleigh, 
Dam|»er,  and  Obtain  Woods  Rogers ;  and  my  mind  became 
so  filled  with  ccniceptions  of  what  was  to  be  seen  and  done  in 
foreign  parts,  that  I  wk^ied  myself  big  enoi^h  to  be  a  nailery 
that  I  m^ht  go  and  see  coral  islands  and  burning  mountains, 
and  hunt  wild  beasts  and  fight  battles. 

I  have  already  made  mention  of  my  twomatemal  uncles ; 
and  referred,  at  least  mcidentally,  to  tl^ir  mother,  as  the  friend 
and  relative  of  my  fiither's  aged  cousins,  and,  like  her,  a  great- 
gmndchild  of  the  last  curate  of  Njgg»    Tlie  curate's  youngest 
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dangliter  had  been  oamted  and  married  b  j  a  somewhat  wild 
young  ftrmer,  of  the  dan  Ross,  but  who  was  known,  like  the 
odebrated  Highland  outlaw,  from  the  color  of  his  hair,  as 
]|lby,or  the  red.  Donald  Boy  was  the  best  dub-player  in  the 
district ;  and  as  King  James's  ^^  Book  of  Bports^'  was  not  deem.- 
ed  ft  very  bad  book  in  the  semi-Celtic  parish  of  Ni^,  the 
games  in  which  Donald  took  part  were  usually  played  on  the 
Sabbath.  About  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  however,  he  was 
kid  hsM  of  by  strong  religious  convictions,  heralded,  say  the 
traditions  of  tiie  district,  by  events  that  approximated  in  dia- 
racter  to  the  supernatural ;  and  Donald  became  the  subject  of 
a  mighty  diange.  There  is  a  phase  of  the  religious  character, 
which  in  the  South  of  Scotland  belongs  to  the  first  two  ages  of 
Presbytery,  but  which  di^ppeared  ere  its  third  establishment 
under  William  of  Nassau,  that  we  find  strikingly  exemplified 
in  the  Welches,  Pedens,  and  Caigills  of  the  times  of  the  perse- 
ootiiMi,  and  in  which  a  sort  of  wild  madiinery  of  the  supernatu- 
ral was  added  to  the  commoner  aspects  of  a  living  Christianity. 
The  men  in  whom  it  was  exhibited  were  seers  of  visions  and 
dreamers  of  dreams ;  and,  standing  on  the  very  verge  of  the 
natural  world,  they  looked  fiu*  into  the  world  of  spirits,  and 
had  at  times  their  strange  glimpses  of  the  distant  and  the  fu- 
tare.  To  l^e  north  <^  the  Grampians,  as  if  bom  out  of  due 
season,  these  seers  pertain  to  a  later  age.  They  flourished 
oluefly  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  c^tury ;  for  it  is  a  not  un- 
instructive  fiict,  that  in  the  religious  history  of  Scotland,  tbe 
eighteenth  century  of  the  Highland  and  semi-Highland  dL»- 
tricts  of  the  north  corresponds  in  many  of  its  traits  to  the  seven- 
teenth century  of  the  Saxon-peopled  districts  of  the  south ;  and 
Donald  Roy  was  one  of  tiie  most  notable  of  the  dass.  Ibe 
anecdotes  regarding  him  which  stall  float  among  the  old  recol- 
lections of  Ross-shire,  if  transferred  to  Peden  or  Welch,  would 
be  found  entirely  in  character  with  the  strange  stories  that  inlay 
the  biographies  of  these  devoted  men,  and  live  so  enduringiy 
in  the  memory  of  the  Scottish  people.  Living,  too,  in  an  age 
in  whidi,  like  the  Cov^ianters  of  a  former  century,  the  High- 
lander still  retained  his  weapcHis,  and  knew  how  to  use  them. 


Donald  bad,  Hke  the  Pfttotis^  Hackstons,  and  Balfi>itn  of  thA 
south,  his  dash  of  the  warlike  tgpirit ;  and  after  asaislfa^  his 
liiinister,  previous  to  the  rebellion  of  1745,  in  what  yrast  knowB 
as  the  great  religions  reviral  of  Nigg,  he  had  to  assist  him, 
shortly  i^t^,  in  pursniug  a  band  c^  anned  Cstarana,  Ihat^  de^ 
scending  fix>m  the  MUfi,  sw^t  the  parish  of  its  «Bttii0.  And 
eoming  up  wfth  the  outibws  in  'die  gorgesof  aivild  Highland 
glen,  no  man  of  his  party  was  more  actiye  in  the  ftaj  tfast  Ibi* 
lowed  than  old  Donald,  or  exei^ted  himself  to  better  eibcl  itt 
re-€a|]lturing  the  cafttle.  I  need  scaroe  add,  that  he  was  im  at* 
tached  member  «>f  the  Cborch  oi  SootLsfid;  But  he  was  not 
destined  to  die  in  her  comtciafiion, 

Bdiiald's  minister,  Jdin  Balibur  of  Nigg,*^-a  nam  wlioss 
memory  is  still  honored  in  the  BOi|k  died  in  middle  liib,  ami 
Ml  unpopular  preseiEtee  was  obtruoed  on  the  people.  The 
policy  of  Robertson  prevaOed  at  die  time ;  Gillespie  had  beea 
deposed  only  four  years  previous,  for  refusing  to  assist  in  llm 
disputed  ^ttkfjnent  of  Mverkeitldng ;  and  four  cf  the  Nigg 
Presbytery,  overtiwed  by  the  strmgency  of  the  preoectont,  re* 
{iimred  U>  ike  parish  church  to  ednduet  the  settiement  of  tho 
obnoxious  liDe^iate,  aad  introduce  him  1x>  the  parishoiiers. 
They  foimd,  however,  only  an  eHq)ty  building;  and,  notwith^ 
{Standing  ^e  ominatis  absence  of  l^e  people,  they  were  pt^ 
eeeding  ih  ^me  and  sorrow  wi<^  th^ir  work,  when  a  seilltKiy 
and  venemble  man,  £xt  advanced  in  life,  appeared  before  tliem^ 
and,  soleAmly  protesting  against  the  utter  mockery  of  buk^  ^ 
proceeding,  impressively  declared,  '*  tbatif  they  settled  a  moA 
to  the  ioalis  of  that  kirk,  the  blood  ai  the  paHdIi  of  Nigg  wotidd 
he  required  at  tibeit-  hands."  Ba&i  Dr.  Hetherington  and  Dr. 
Meiic  D'Aub^6  record  the  eteat ;  but  neither  of  these  ac- 
complished hktorians  seem  to  have  bieen  awure  Of  the  pecu- 
liar emphasis  which  a  scene  th^tt  wodJd  hare  been  etrlklhig  In 
any  circumstances  derived  ftoih  the  cfcarftcter  of  the  protester, 
—old  Donald  Eoy.  The  Presbytery,  appalled,  stopt  short  in 
tlie  middle  of  its  work ;  nor  was  it  resnined  till  cm  afUa*  day, 
when,  at  the  commimd  of  the  Moderate  majority  of  the  Chtffdh, 
«-^  cotmmasA  tiot  unaccoibajMstii^  by  significaut  re^ctnce  t^ 
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the  Ate  of  Gillespie, — the  forced  settlement  was  consummated. 
Donald,  who  carried  the  entire  parish  with  him,  continued  to 
cling  by  the  National  Church  for  nearly  ten  years  after,  much 
befriended  by  one  of  the  most  eminent  and  influential  divines 
of  the  north, — ^Praser  of  Alness, — ^the  author  of  a  volume  on 
Sanctification,  still  regarded  as  a  standaj-d  work  by  Scottish 
theologians.  But  as  neither  the  people  nor  their  leader  ever 
entered  on  any  occasion  the  parish  church,  or  heard  the  ob- 
noxious presentee,  the  Presbytery  at  length  refused  to  tolerate 
the  irregularity  by  extending  to  them,  as  before,  the  ordinary 
Church  privileges ;  and  so  they  were  lost  to  the  Establish- 
ment, and  became  Seceders.  And  in  the  communion  of  that 
portion  of  the  Secession  known  as  the  Burghers,  Donald  died 
Several  years  after,  at  a  Batriarchal  old  age. 

Among  his  other  desc^aants,  he  had  three  grand-daughters, 
who  were  left  orphans  at  an  early  age  by  the  death  of  both 
their  jparents,  and  whom  the  old  man,  on  their  bereavement, 
had  brought  to  his  dwelling  to  live  with  him.  They  had  small 
portions  apiece,  derived  from  his  son-in-law,  their  fether,  which 
did  not  grow  smaller  under  the  care  of  Donald ;  and  as  each 
of  the  three  was  married  in  succession  out  of  his  &mily,  he 
added  to  all  his  other  kindnesses  the  gift  of  a  gold  ring,  lliey 
had  been  brought  up  under  his  eye  sound  in  the  &ith ;  and 
Donald's  ring  had,  in  each  case,  a  mystic  meaning ; — ^they  were 
to  regard  it,  he  told  them,  as  the  wedding  ring  of  thdr  other 
Sushandy  the  Head  of  the  Church,  and  to  be  faithful  spouses 
to  Him  in  their  several  households.  Nor  did  the  injunction, 
nor  the  significant  symbol  with  which  it  was  accompanied, 
prove  idle  in  the  end.  Hiey  all  brought  the  savor  of  sincere 
piety  into  their  families.  Hie  grand-daughter,  with  whom 
th6  writer  was  more  directly  connected,  had  been  married  to 
an  honest  and  industrious  but  somewhat  gay  young  trade»- 
man,  but  she  proved,  under  God,  the  means  of  his  conversion ; 
and  their  children,  of  whom  eight  grew  up  to  be  men  and 
women,  were  reared  in  decent  frugality,  and  the  exercise  of 
honest  principles  carefully  instilled.  Her  husband's  fiunily 
had,  like  that  of  my  paternal  ancestors,  been  a  sea&ring  onor 
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Sis  &ther,  after  serving  on  shipboard,  had  paased  the  latter 

pstrt  of  his  life  as  one  of  the  armed  boatmen  that,  during  the 
l&st  century,  guarded  the  coasts  in  behalf  of  the  revenue ;  and 
Ills  only  brother,  the  boatman's  son,  an  adventurous  young 
sailor,  had  engaged  in  Admiral  Vernon's  unfortunate  expedi- 
tion, and  left  his  bones  under  the  walls  of  Carthagena ;  but  he 
blmself  pursued  the  peaceful  occupation  of  a  shoemaker,  and 
in  carrying  on  his  trade,  usually  employed  a  few  journeymen, 
and  kept  a  few  apprentices.     In  course  of  time,  the  elder 
daughters  of  the  family  married  and  got  households  of  their 
own ;  but  the  two  sons,  my  uncles,  remained  under  the  roof 
of  their  parents,  and  at  the  time  when  my  fiither  perished  they 
^were  both  in  middle  life ;  and,  deeming  themselves  called  on 
to  take  his  place  in  the  work  of  instruction  and  discipline,  I 
owed  to  them  much  more  of  my  reaM^ucation  than  to  any  of 
the  teachers  whose  schools  I  afterwards  attended.     They  both 
bore  a  marked  individuality  of  character,  and  were  much  the 
reverse  of  common-place  or  vulgar  men. 

My  elder  unde,  James,  added  to  a  dear  head  and  much 
native  sagadty,  a  singularly  retentive  memory,  and  great  thirst 
of  information.  He  was  a  harness-maker,  and  wrought  for 
'  the  &rmers  of  an  extensive  district  of  country ;  and  as  he 
never  engaged  either  journeymen  or  apprentice,  but  executed 
aU  his  work  with  his  own  hands,  his  hours  of  labor,  save  that 
he  indulged  in  a  brief  pause  as  the  twilight  came  on,  and  took 
a  mile's  walk  or  so,  were  usually  protracted  from  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning  till  ten  at  night.  Such  incessant  occupa- 
tion, of  course,  left  him  little  time  for  reading ;  but  he  often 
found  some  one  to  read  beside  him  during  the  day ;  and  in 
the  winter  evenings,  his  portable  bench  used  to  be  brought 
from  his  shop  at  the  other  end  of  the  dwelling,  into  the  family 
sitting-room,  and  placed  beside  the  circle  round  the  hearth, 
where  his  brother  Alexander,  my  younger  uncle,  whose  occu- 
pation left  his  evenings  free,  would  read  aloud  from  some  inter- 
esting  volume  for  the  general  benefit, — placing  himself  al- 
ways at  the  opposite  side  of  the  bench,  so  as  to  share  in  the 
light  of  the  worker.    Occasionally  the  &mily  circle  would  be 


widened  by  the  accession  of  from  two  to  three  intelllgeiit 
neighbors,  who  would  drop  in  to  listen ;  and  then  the  book, 
after  a  space,  would  be  laid  aside,  in  order  that  its  contents 
might  be  diacu^ed  in  conversation.  In  the  summer  months. 
Uncle  James  always  spent  some  time  in  the  country,  in  look- 
ing after  and  keeping  in  repair  the  harness  of  the  farmers  for 
whom  he  wrought ;  and  during  his  journeys  and  twilight  walks 
on  these  occ^^bna,  there  was  not  on  old  castle,  or  hill-fort,  or 
ancient  encampment,  or  antique  ecclesiastical  edifice^  withia 
twenty  miles  of  the  town,  which  he  had  not  visited  and  ex- 
amined over  and  over  again.  He  was  a  keen,  local  antiquary ; 
knew  a  good  deal  about  the  architectural  styles  of  the  various 
ages,  at  a  time  when  these  subjects  were  little  studied  or 
known,  and  possessed  more  traditionary  lore,  picked  up  chiefly 
in  his  coimtry  joumeys,:than  any  man  I  ever  knew.  What 
he  once  heard  he  never  forgdt ;  and  the  knowledge  whidi  he 
had  acquired  he  could  communicate  pleasingly  and  succinctly, 
in  a  style  which,  had  he  been  a  writer  of  books,  instead  of 
merely  a  reader  of  them,  would  have  had  the  merit  of  being 
dear  and  terse,  and  more  laden  with  meaning  than  words. 
From  bis  r^utation  for  sagacity,  his  advice  used  to  be  much 
sought  after  by  the  neighbors  in  every  little  difficulty  that 
oame  their  way ;  and  the  counsel  given  was  always  shrewd  and 
honest.  I  never  knew  a  man  more  entirely  just  in  his  deal- 
ings than  Uncle  James,  or  who  regarded  every  species  of  mean- 
ness with  a  more  thorough  contempt  I  soon  learned  to  bring 
my  story-books  to  his  workshop,  and  became,  in  a  small  way, 
one  of  his  readers — greatly  more,  however,  as  may  be  suppos- 
ed, on  my  own  account  than  his.  My  books  were  not  yet  of 
the  kind  which  he  would  have  chosen  for  himself;  but  he  took 
an  interest  in  my  interest ;  and  his  explanations  of  all  the  hard 
words  saved  me  the  trouble  of  turning  over  a  dictionary.  And 
when  tired  of  reading,  I  never  &iled  to  find  rare  delight  in  his 
anecdotes  and  old-world  stories,  many  of  which  were  not  to  be 
found  in  books,  aqd  all  of  which,  without  apparent  effort  on 
his  own  part,  he  could  render  singularly  amusing.  0f-4hese 
narratives,  the  larger  part  died  with  him ;  but  a  portion  <^ 
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them  I  suooeeded  in  presarvmg  in  a  little  tnAthnary  work 
published  a  few  years  aflier  fais  death.  I  was  mudi  a  favcnrlta 
-with  Uncle  Jame»— even  more,  I  am  di^osed  to  think,  on 
my  Other's  account,  than  on  that  of  his  sister,  mj  modier. 
"Miy  father  and  he  had  he^i  dose  friends  for  years ;  and  in  the 
^igproQS  and  energetic  sailor,  he  had  ft>cind  his  beam  ideal  of 
a  man. 

My  Uncle  Alexander  was  of  a  different  cast  from  his  hrother, 
both  in  intdlect  and  temperftment ;  but  he  was  ebaracterized 
by  tibe  same  strict  integrity ;  and  his  rdigioua  feelings  though 
quiel^  and  unobtrusive,  were  peiliaps  more  dee|k  James  was 
somewhat  of  »  humorist,  and  fond  of  a  good  joke.  Alexan- 
der was  grave  and  serious ;  and  never,  save  on  (me  solittty 
ooeasioii,  did  i  know  him  evcoi  att^npt  a  jest  On  hearing 
an  intelligent  but  somewhat  eecentric  neighbor  observe  that 
*'*'  all  flesh  is  grass,"  in  a  strictly  physical  sense,  seeing  that  all 
the  flesh  <^  the  herbiverous  animals  is  elaborated  from  vege- 
tation, and  all  the  flesh  of  the  carnivorous  aninrals  from  that 
<^  die  heibiverous  ones,  Unde  Sandy  remarked  that,  knowing, 
as  he  did,  the  pisciverous  habits  of  the  Cromarty  folk,  he 
should  surely  make  an  exception  in  his  generalization,  by  ad- 
mitting that  in  at  least  <me  village,  ''aU  fle^  is  fish.**  ttf 
made  had  acquired  the  trade  of  the  cartwright,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  a  workshop  at  Glasgow  at  the  time  the  first  war  of 
the  French  Bevolution  broke  out ;  when,  moved  by  some  such 
spirit  as  possessed  his  uncle — the  victim  <^  Admiral  Vemon^a 
imluiQky  expedition— or  of  old  Donald  Roy,  when  he  buckled 
himself  to  his  Highland  broadsword,  and  set  out  in  pursuit  of 
the  Oiterans — he  entered  the  navy.  And  during  the  event* 
fill  period  which  intervened  between  the  oommeticement  of 
the  war  and  the  peace  of  180^,  there  was  little  dther  suffered 
or  adueved  by^his  eountrymeai  in  whi(^  he  had  not  a  share. 
He  sailed  with  Nelson ;  witnes$ed  the  iimtiny  at  the  Nore ; 
fought  under  Admiral  Duncan  at  Gamperdown,  and  under  Sir 
John  Boriase  Warren  off  Lodi  Swilly ;  as^sted  in  capturing 
the  Generoux  and  GuiUaum  Tell,  two  Fi^each  ships  of  the  line; 
w««  om  of  the  seamfin  vho»iD  t^e  IJ^tidAesqpeditiQay  were 
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dnifted  oQt  of  Ix)Td  KeS&\9  fleet  to  d&pply  llie  lack  of  in^ 
men  in  the  army  of  Sir  Balpli  AbeTcromby ;  iiad  a  flluKre  in 
tiie  dangers  and  glory  of  l^e  landing  in  l^ypt ;  and  firagbt  in 
the  battle  of  tiie  Idth  March,  and  in  that  which  deprired  ottr 
country  of  one  of  her  moat  popnhtr  generals.    He  served,  too, 
at  the  m^;e  of  Alexandria.    And  then,  as  he  Sttcceediad' in  pro- 
coring  his  disdiarge  during  the  short  peace  of  1802,  Ide're- 
tnmed  home  wiA  a  smiB  smn  of  haa^y-earned  prisee  mdiiey, 
heartily  sick  of  war  and  bloodshed.    I  was  asked,  not  long 
ago,  by  one  of  his  Hem  surriving  comrades,  whether  in  j  uncle 
had  erer  told  me  that  Morgan  was  the  first  landed  in 'l^ypl^ 
and  the  first  dragged  up  Ibe  sand-bank  immediately  ov^  the 
beach,  and  how  hot  it  grew  under  thdr  hands,  as,  with  a  rapid- 
ity unsttrpassed,  along  the  line  they  poured  out  in  Udok  suo- 
cesdon  its  iron  discharges  upon  the  enemy.    I  had  to  reply- 
in  the  negative.  '  All  my  uncle's  narratives  were  narratives 
of  what  he  had  seen — ^not  of  what  he  had  done ;  and,  #hen 
peorusing,  late  in  lifb,  one  of  his  firrorite  works — ^*  Dr.  Kelt's 
Signs  of  the  llmes^— he  came  to  the  chapter  in  which  that 
excellent  writer  describes  the  dme  of  hot  naval  war&re  which 
immediately  fbllowed  the  breaking  out  of  war,  as  Uxe  periodin 
which  the  second  vial  was  poured  out  on  the  sea,  and  in  whic^ 
the  waters  **  became  as  the  blood  of  a  dead  man,  so  that  every 
Bving  soul  died  in  the  Bea,**  I  saw  him  bend  his  head  in  rever- 
ence as  he  remarited,  *^  Prophecy,  I  find,  gives  to  all  our 
glories  but  a  single  verse,  and  it  is  averse  of  judgment" 
Uncle  Sandy,  however,  £d  not  ui^e  the  peace  prindples  ^(sh 
he  had  acquired  amid  scenes  of  death  and  carnage,  into  any 
extravagant  consequences ;  and  tfa  the  breaking  out,  in  1809, 
of  th^  seeond  war  of  the  Revolution,  when  Napoleon  threatened 
invasicm  from  Brest  to  Boulogne,  he  at  once  shouldered  Ms 
musket  as  a  volunteer.    He  had  not  his  brother's  flueiM^  of 
qpeedi ;  but  his  narratives  of  what  he  had  seen  were  ongu- 
lariy  truthful  and  graphic;  and  hb  descriptions  of  foreign 
plants  and  animals,  and  <^  the  aspect  of  tlie  distant  regions 
which  he  had  visited,  had  all  the  oar^ul  minuteness  of  those 
pf  a  Damjtov    Qe  \ijfA  9^  4^44^  ^^  P^  natural  falsteiry. 


lAy  ^oUeedoQ  oontabis  &  murez,  not  unfteqneiit  in  tiM  iteSL 
terranean,  which  lie  found  time  ei&oi;^h  to  traimfer,  during 
the  heat  of  the  landing  in  E^pt,  from  the  beach  to  his  podL- 
et  I  and  the  first  anuniHiite  I  ever  saw  was  a  specimen,  which 
I  still  retain,  that  he  brought  home  with  him  from  ooe  of  the 
liaaic  deposits  of  England* 

iEarlj  en  the  Sabbath  evenrngs  I  used  regularly  to  attend 

at  vxj  undes'  with  two  of  my  maternal  cousins,  boys  of  about 

jjky  awn  age,  and  latterly  with  my  two  sisters,  to  be  cate> 

ehised,  fir^t  on  the  Shorter  Catecfaisn^  and  then  on  the  Moth- 

er^s  CSatechism  of  Willison.    On  WiUison  my  uncles  always 

cross^xamined  us,  to  make  sure  that  we  understood  the  short 

axMi  simile  questions ;  but,  aj^parentiy  r^;arding  the  questions 

€i€  the  Shorter  Catechism  as  seed  sown  for  a  future  day,  they 

-were  oont^t  with  having  them  well  fixed  in  our  memories. 

Tliere  was  a  SabbatJi  dass  taught  in  the  parish  church  at  the 

tiioe  by  one  d  ^  elders ;  but  Sabbath  schools  my  uncles 

regarded  as  merely  compensatory  institutions,  highly  credit- 

abJe  to  the  teachers,  bull  Teiy  discreditable  indeed  to  the  par 

jrents  and  relatives  of  the  taught;  and  so  they  of  oouise  nevw 

tfaeug^  of' sending  us  there.    Later  in. the  evening,.aft^  a 

idiort  twilig)it  walk,  for  which  the  .sedentary  occupation  of  mj 

Unde  James  formed  an  apology,  but  jn  wHch  my  Unde  Alexr 

aader  always  shared,  and  which  Hsoally  led  them  into  solitary 

wioodf^  or  nXoog  an  unfrequented-  sea-i^<»e,  soo(^e  of  the  old 

dridnea  were  read ;  and  I  used  to  tdce  my  place  in  the  drde, 

tiKiii^IamafriHd,not^yery  mudpiadTentM^  lo^casicMk- 

ally  CM^ht  a  J&ct,  or  bad  my  attention  mceateiSoit  a  moqiient 

by  a  simile  or  metaphor.;  bu^  the  train/?  of  dose  aigumenl^ 

mod  Ibe  passages  of  dr^aiy  '^  applicatioD,"  were  always  lo9t« 
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CHAPTEE   III. 


Bot.boUft  up  in  s^>riog-tide  flood  I 
Oft  have  ovlr  feailMB  iMtn  rtrod* 

AULpr^tslDg  onwutl,  led  wai  ihodi, 
Olrglorioo»dI«t/» 


Witlni fUe erer einde.  MjUnde JMitesfaidiiimHsedlbr me 
ftom  a  toeigbbeir'tto  lorn  ef  ak?6«niBo&  stall-edhaeii  of  Blind 
fiftfty^  ^  WitBMe,*'  fts  niodeniMl  <by  9iunflfcoB<;  bat  «^r 
reading  tiie  ih«t  elilipt€ir,--^))ieee«f  dttU  ^fneaiogy)  bnolEeD 
imto  T6iy  rddd  tfeyiue,— 1  tdtMfd  A^  TcihunB  asidii  as  vuBtaflp* 
estta^;  andcmly^ieMine&itattlMseqiieBtof  m7lIlle^^ 
tttged  Idat,  nmfiylb't  hk  ai«mwm<8n»»idgMrtafiaMaop,  I  shauld 
t^MsomelSsreeorlbitf  <iMpti^«moi^  Aoooniii^jttiietlffoe 
or  ft^  dhlEij^ire  more  lIKd  liead;-^  read  '^^howWaOaeQ^tll. 
ed  jtkitig'Sem&  Ae  Constable's  bad;'"' bow  WaUaoe  fisbed 
inlnrme  Water ;"  and  "^  how  Wallace  killed  tbe  (3mrl  witb  his 
own  staflT  in  Ayr  ;^  and  then  Uncle  James  told  mev  iu  the 
quiet  wa  J  in  which  he  used  to  make  a  joke  tell,  thai  tbe  book 
seemed  to  be  rather  a  rough  sort  of  productiem,  filled  with 
accounts  of  quarrels  and  bloodshed,  and  that  I  might  read  no 
more  of  it  unless  I  fdt  inclined.  But  I  now  did  feel  inclined 
firj  starofigly,  and  read  on  with  increasing  astonishment  and 


delate.    I  ir«»  wtojdeated  with  the  fi«rf  namtires  of  tfa* 
blind  laiiMtrel, — ^with  his  fieiee  breaduugB  of  hot,  intolwwil 
piUariotisiD,  and  his  stories  of  astonishiDg  prowess;  and,  gkvy* 
ing^  in  being  a  Soot|  and  the  eoantrjmaa  of  WaUaoa  and  the 
Oraham,  i  longed  for  a  war  with  the  Southron,  that  the  wrongs 
^jojA  sufferings  of  these  noble  heroes  might  yet  be  ayengad. 
JiH  I  had  prei^ously  heard,  and  read  of  the  marvels  of  £>reign 
parts,  or  the  glories  of  modem  batdes,  seemed  tame  and  com- 
monplace o(»npared  with  the  incidents  in  the  life  of  Wallace ; 
and  I  never  afler  vexed  my  mother  by  wishing  myself  big 
enough  to  be  a  sailor.    My  Unele  Sandy,  who  had  some  taste 
for  the  refinements  of  poetry,  would  fiiin  have  led  me  on  from 
tiie  exploits  of  Wallace  to  the  ^^  Life  oC  the  Bruce,^  which,  jpi 
the  form  of  a  not  very  vigorous  imitation  of  Dryden^s  ^  Vir- 
gjl,"  by  one  Harvey,  was  bound  up  in  the  same  volume,  and 
^which  my  unde  deemed  the  better-written  life  of  the  two» 
And  so  &r  as  Ihe  mere  amenities  of  style  were  eonoeinedi 
he  was,  I  dare  say,  right.    But  I  could  not  agree  with  him. 
Harvey  was  by  much  too  &ie  and  too  learned  fiar  me;.and  it 
was  not  until  some  years  after,  when  I  was  Ibrtunate  snou^ 
to  pick  1^  one  of  the  later  editkms  of  Barbour's  ^  Bxwoe»'' that 
the  Hero-King  of  Scotl^od  assmned  his  right  place  in.my 
mind  beside  its  HerorGuardian.  There  are  stages  of  develop* 
meot  in  the  immature  youth  of  individuals,  that  seem  to  cor* 
xeiqpoiid  with  stages  of  devek^ment  in  the  immatoe  yout^ 
nations;  and  the  recoUectaous  of  this  esdy  time  enable  meyin 
flome  measure,  to  understand  how  it  was  that^  for  hundreds 
of  years.  Blind  Harry's  '^  WallaQ^"  with  its  rude  and  naked 
narrative,  and  ks  exaggerated  incident,  should  have  been^^ie- 
ooiding  to  Lord  Hailes,  the  Bible  of  the  Scotch  people. 

I  quitted  the  dame's  school  at  the  end  of  the  &:st  twelve- 
month, afW  mastering  that  grand  acquirement  of  my  life, — 
the  art  of  holdmg  converse  with  books ;  and  was  transferred 
stral^tforth  to  the  grammar  sdxool  of  the  parish,  at  which 
^ere  attended  at  the  time  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  boy^ 
with  a  class  of  about  thirty  individuals  more,  much  looked 
down  upon  by  the  others,  and  not  deemed  greatlj  worth  the 
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Miuitli]|^«telDg  tkat  it  oonmM  of  only  k^kt.  Aadlies^ 
lOD,  Ibe  early  iiudiTid««l  devdofMBent  aeerais  nioelj  eonesp^md- 
«lil  with  •&  eariy  nallMial  oite.  In  Ms  deprecifitoyy  ^timate 
^<xt^mfOtwyyf0aMii^'tbeh6ji99^^  The 

<id' poriA  sflhool  of  tte  plaee  kid  been  iioMy  fi^ 
eoni6r,betP«redii  die  pariah  ekiirdi7«fd  aada  ^lidc  wood;  «Bd 
CnMa^  brtereHdiig  ooxtre  whieh  it  formed,  the  boyB,  whe» 
l^fed  ef  im^king  dnigOD4ior8es  of  the  erect  hettd-stones,' or  of  ~ 
leUfwig  along  ^e  flat-laid  memoriBls,  from  end  to  eed  of  the 
graveyard,  '*  without  toudiit^  gfsa»^^  eould  repair  to  tiie  till- 
er trees,  and  rise  in  the  world  by  climbing  among  them.  As, 
howeT^,  diey  used  to  encroaeh,  on  these  latter  ooeasicns,  npon 
Ae  laird's  pleasoregroands,  the  school  had  been  removed  ere 
my  time  to  the  sea-shore ;  where,  though  there  were  neither 
tCMDibfltones  nor  trees,  there  were  some  bahmcmg  advantages, 
of  a  kmd  which,  perhaps,  only  boys  of  the  old  sdbool  could 
have  adequately  appredated.  As  the  sdiool*windows  fironted 
tiie  openfeig  of  the  Frith,  not  a  Tessel  eould  enter  the  harbor 
that  we  did  not  see ;  and,  improving  through  our  opportuni- 
ties, there  was  perhaps  no  educati<»al  institution  in  the  king- 
dom m  which  all  sorts  of  barks  and  carvels,  from  the  fishii^^ 
yawl  to  the.  frigate,  eould  be  more  correctly  drawn  on  the 
slate,  or  where  any  defect  in  bulk  or  rising,  in  some  feulty 
deUneation,  was  surer  of  being  more  justly  and  unsparlnglj 
oritimsed.  Further,  the  town,  which  drove  a  great  trade  in 
salted  pork  at  the  time,  had  a  kUling-place  not  thirty  yards 
from  the  sAooWoor,  where  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  pigs 
usbdisometimes  to  die  Ifi:^  the  general  good  in  a  single  day ;  and 
it  was  a  great  matter  to  hear,  at  occasional  intervals,  the  roar 
of  death  outside  rising  high  oyer  the  g^eral  murmur  within ; 
or  to  be  told  by  some  comrade,  returned  from  his  five  minutesi 
leave  of  absence,  that  a  hero  of  a  pig  had  taken  ^ee  blows  of 
the  hatchet  ere  it  fell,  and  that  even  afber  its  subjection  to  the 
sticking  process,  it  had  got  hold  of  Jock  Keddie's  hand  in  its 
mouth,  and  almost  smashed  his  thumb.  We  learned,  too,  to 
know,  from  bur  signal  opportunities  of  observation,  not  only 
a  good  dealibout^piganatomy,-~^eiq>ecially  lOxHit  the  detadied 
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«£Ue  p«rtB  of  the  aaioiil,  miA  is  Ae  fplMit  asd  Ae  pniere^ 
mad.  «t  least  one  other  vety  palatable  TiMSoa  beniea^ — tat  bo- 
cnme  kBovriiig  aiao  aboat  d^  tefte  aad  the  cari^  of  hertinga. 
All  t^berriiig-boats  during  thefiriuiigMaeonpoB8edotirwh»> 
^k>^ws  <m  their  homeward  way  to  the  harbor ;  and,  ftom  their 
'depth  in  the  wal^r,  we  beeame  ddllbl  eaotigh  to  predicate  tihe 
number  of  eiaas  aboard  of  eadi  with  wooderfbl  judgment  and 
correctnees.    In  days  <^  good  general  inhinga,  too,  when  the 
earing-jardB  proved  too  small  to  accommodate  theqnantitiea 
Ixroc^fat  ashore,  the  ^sAk  used  to  be  laid  in  glittering  heaps  op- 
posite the  sGhool*h<Mi8e  door ;  and  an  exciting  scene,  that  oom^ 
l»iiied  the  bustle  of  the  workshop  with  tiie  oonftision  of  the 
erowded  &ir,  would  straightway  spring  up  wit^n  twenty  yaris 
of  the  &0mkB  at  whidi  we  sat,  greatly  to  our  enjoyment,  and, 
of  conrae,  not  a  little  to  our  instnietion.    We  could  see,  sim- 
ply by  pemng  overbook  or  i^te,the  eurers  going  about  rous- 
kig  their  fish  with  salt,  to  counteraet  the  eflfectsof  the  dog-day 
Sttn ;  bevies  of  young  women  employed  as  gutters,  and  hor- 
ridly iQcamadined  with  blood  and  viscera,  squatting  around 
•the  he^s,  kni^e  in  hand,  and  plying  with  busy  fingers  their 
veil-paid  labors,  at  the  rate  of  a  sixpence  per  hour ;  relays 
of  heavily-laden  fish-wives  bringing  ever  and  anon  fresh  heaps 
of  herrings  in  their  creels ;  and  outside  of  all,  the  coopers 
haiQinering  as  if  for  life  and  death, — liow  tightening  hoops, 
and  now  sladtening  them,  and  anon  caulking  with  buUrush 
the  leaky  seems.     It  is  not  every  grammar  school  in  which 
muA.  lessmis  are  taught  as  those,  in  which  all  were  initiated, 
and  in  winch  all  became  in  some  degree  accomplished,  in  the 
grammar  school  of  Cromarty ! 

The  baflding  in  whteh  we  met  was  a  low,  long,  straw- 
tbal<^ed  cottage,  open  from  gable  to  gable,  whh  a  mud  door 
below,  and  an  unlathed  roof  above ;  tmd  stretdimg  along  ^he 
naked  rafters,  which,  when  ^e  masler  chanced  to  be  absent 
lor  «  few  minutes,  gave  noble  exercise  in  climbing,  there  used 
firequiently  to  lie  a  helm,  or  oar,  or  boathook,  or  even  a  foresail, 
•x-^he  epoO  of  some  hapless  peat^boat  frcftdthe  opposite  side 
<^theSriih.  ?I1»  Higfafa»d  boatmen  of  Boss  had  carrii^ 


•  tndbinpeMsl^^efl'wifiitfieSikxolMoftilidtotni;  Md«s 
•Twy  bcNit  oirad  ft  kn^^Mvidd  perqtidsito  of  tw^BOty  ptttte^^o 
the  gnmikiar  sbhool,  and  as  payment  yfta  at  limes  fddttMy 
reflned,  the  party  of  boys  ooramiesiotied  l^  tlie  master  to  «k- 
aot  it  almost  always  saeoeeded,  either  by  foree  or  stratagem^  In 
seenringf  mti.  hrin^ii^  tlkfug  with  Uiem,  hi  behalf  of  the  insti- 
totfoiiy  some  spar,  or  sail,  or  piece  of  rigging,  which,  until  fe- 
deemed  by  speoiaL  treaty,  and  the  payment  of  the  peats,  was 
stowed  np  over  the  rafters.  These  peat-exhibftioiis,  wIMi 
were  intensely  popular  in  the  school,  gave  noble  exeroise  to 
tiie  fiwahaes.  It  was  alwsya  a  great  matter  to  see,  just  as  the 
sehool  met,  some  observant  boy  appear,  cap  in  himd,  b^^»« 
ihe  master,  and  kitimate  Ihe  fiiet  of  an  arrival  at  the  sheire,  by 
the  snnple  words,  *^  Peat-boat,  Sir."  The  master  wouM  then 
proceed  to  name  a  party,  more  or  less  numerous,  acoordmg  to 
the  exigency ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  matter  of  pretty  correet  eal- 
culadon  tint,  in  the  cases  in  whidi  the  peat  claim  was  dis- 
puted, it  required  about  twenty  boys  to  bring  home  the  twenty 
peats,  or,  lacking  these,  the  compensatory  sail  or  spar.  There 
were  certain  ill-conditioned  boatmen  who  almost  always  re- 
sisted, and  who  delighted  to  tell  us — invariably,  too,  in  very 
bad  English — that  our  perquisite  was  properly  the  hangman's 
perquisite,  made  over  to  us  because  we  were  Uke  kim  ;  not 
seeing — ^blocldieads  that  they  were ! — ^that  the  very  admission 
established  in  fiill  the  rectitude  of  our  claim,  and  gave  to  us, 
amid  our  dire  perils  and  faitliful  contendings,  the  strengthen- 
ing consdousness  of  a  just  quarrel.  In  dealing  with  these  re- 
cusants, we  used  ordinarily  to  divide  our  forces  mto  two  bodies, 
the  larger  portion  of  the  party  filling  their  pockets  with  stones, 
and  ranging  themselves  on  some  point  of  vantage,  sach  as  the 
-pier-head;  and  the  smaller  stealing  down  as  near  the  boat  as 
posnble,  and  mixing  themselves  up  with  the  purchasers  of  ^bs^ 
peats.  We  then,  aAer  due  warning  given,  opened  fire  upon 
the  boatmen ;  and,  when  the  pebbles  were  hopping  about  them 
like  hailstones,  the  boys  below  commonly  succeeded  in  se- 
curing, under  coV^r  of  the  fire,  the  desired  boathook  or  oar. 
And  sttoh  were  the  ordinary  drcumstaaces  and  details  (Mftlys 
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pieoe  of  Sj^iianedacatioB ;  of  wUdiAtovaaaiMi  hMteldi^ 
Ike  was  Biroiigiy  reoimded  yfhea  huarding,  oa  one  oCflMiao, 
under  cover  of  a  well^sustaiiied  disohaige  of  muaketrj)  the 
vessel  of  an  esemy  diat  liad  been  atraiided  oa  the  ahorea  of 
B^rbioe. 

Hie  pariah  aehoolmaaier  was  «  aoholar  and  an  hoDaat  man, 
wmd'ii  a  boj  really  wiabed  to  learn,  ks  oartainly  oould  teabh 
Imn.  He  had  attended  the  clasaea  at  Aberdeen  during  the 
BteDOB  seaGdom  aa  the  late  Dr.  MeanH,  and  in  matheinatica  and 
tlie  languages  bad  diapated  the  priae  wilh  the  Doctor ;  but  be 
Ibad  fiuied  to  get  en  equally  well  in  the  world ;  and  now,  in 
solddle  life,  though  a  lioeatiale  of  the  Church,  he  had  settled 
down,  to  be  what  lie  subsequently  remained,— the  teacher  of  a 
|Mrish  aohooL  Th^re  were  nsually  a  few  grown-up  lads  under 
hia  tuition, — careful  sailora,  that  had  staid  ashore  during  the 
winter  quarter  to  study  navigation  as  a  acienoe,— or  tall  leU 
Iowa  happy  in  the  patronage  of  the  great,  who,  in  the  hope  of 
being  made  excisemen,  had  come  to  school  to  be  initiated  in 
4fae  mysteries  of  ^uging, — or  grown  young  men,  who,  on 
aeocmd  thoughts,  and  somewhat  late  in  the  day,  had  recog- 
nized the  Church  as  thdr  proper  vecation ;  and  these  used  to 
qpeak  of  the  master's  acquirements  and  teaching  ability  in  the 
Terybi^^iest  tenns.  He  himsell^  too,  could  appeal  to  the  fact 
that  no  teadier  in  the  north  had  ever  sent  more  students  to 
college,  and  that  his  better  scholacs  almost  always  got  on  well 
la  li&.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  the  pupils  who  wished  to 
do  nothii^— «  description  of  individuals  that  conqirised  fully 
two-thirds  of  all  the  younger  ones, — ^were  not  required  to  do 
.  much  more  tiian  they  wished ;  and  parents  andu  guardians 
were  loud  in  their  complaints  that  he  was  no  suitable  school- 
master £>r  them ;  though  the  boys  themselves  usually  thought 
bim  quite  suitable  enough. 

He  was  in  the  habit  of  advising  the  parents  or  relations  of 
those  he  deemed  his  clever  lads,  to  give  them  a  classical  edu- 
cation ;  and  meeting  one  day  with  Unde  James,  he  uiyed  that 
I  should  be  pvA  on  Latin,  I  was  a  great  reader,  he  said ;  and 
he  found  that  wheai  I  missed  a  word  in  my  English  tasks,  I  ' 
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ilBO0l«lwi^fl«b0litalal»«^iioiiymiii^pl8oeof  It     Audi 
«>^  M  Unde  Jmum  had  arrived,  on  date  dhiaomnf  al » i 
lar  ooDdosion,  I  was  transferred  from  the  English  to  the  ] 
filmic  and,  with  four  other  boj%  fiurly  entered  ontiie  ^^  Riidi- 
iiMota."    I  labored  with  tdbrable  diligence  fen*  a  day  mt  tw»  ; 
favt  theie  waa  no  one  to  tell  me  i^wt  the  rales  mean^  or 
whedier  they  leaUy  meant  anythng ;  and  when  I  got  on  «» 
fiar  mpetuuBj  a  pen,  and  aaw  how  the  ohangee  were  nnig  <n 
one  poor  wcNrd,  that  did  not  aeem  to  be  of  more  imp 
Bi  the  old  lai^aage  than  in  the  modorn  one,  I  began  i 
ably  to  flag,  and  to  l<«g  for  my  English  leadii^,  with  its 
niee  amwhig  etonea,  and  its  {Hotoi^Me  deserqitiona     The 
Badknents  waa  by  ftr  the  dnUeat  book  I  had  ever  seen.    It 
embodied  no  thon^  that  I  coold  peroeiv«,-^t  eortuidy  cob* 
Iwned  no  narrative, — it  waa  a  perfect  eontrast  to  iK»t  cidy 
the  "^Lilb  and  Adventiirea  of  Sir  William  Wallaoe,"  but  to 
even  the  Voyages  of  Cook  and  Anam«    Noiseofmyciasa'Ai* 
lows  were  by  any  means  bright ;— they  had  been  all  aet  en 
Latin  without  advice  of  the  master;  and  yet,  when  he  lean- 
ed,  which  he  soon  did,  to  distii^guish  and  call  ns  np  to  oar 
tasks  by  the  name  of  the  ^beavy  class,"  I  was,  m  most  in^ 
stances,  to  be  ibimd  at  its  nether  end.    Shortly  after,  howafvtr^ 
when  we  got  a  little  iuAfSt  on,  it  was  seen  that  I  had  a  de- 
cided turn  for  translatbn.    Themaster,  good  simple  man  that 
he  was,  always  read  to  as  in  En^i^  as  die  school  met,  fte 
piece  i3i  Latin  giv^i  as  tui  our  task  for  the  day  ;  and  as  my 
m^nory  waa  stnmg  enough  to  carry  awi^  die  -wbiole  transhi* 
tion  in  its  order,  I  used  to  give  him  back  in  the  evenii^,  werd 
fin*  word,  his  own  rendering,  which  satisfied  him  on  mostocv 
casi<»is  tolerably  wdL    Then  was  none  of  as  muck  looked 
after;  andl  soonleamed  tobringbooksof  amaaementtodM 
school  with  me,  which,  amid  the  Baliel  eonfaakinof  the  pkoc^ 
I  contrived  to  read  undetected.    Some  of  them,  save  m  the 
language  in  winch  they  were  written,  were  almoat  identieal 
with  the  books  {ttoper  to  the  place.    I  remember  perusing  1^ 
stealth  m  this  way,  Dryden's  ^  Vizgil,"  and  the  ''OM'^^ 
Dftyduandhiaftieoda;  while  Ovid's  mh  "^  Ovi^"  and  Yin 


•/ 


os^noB  mcmr  or  mr  smnufioR  41 

ija'«  own  «  Vifgii,''  kj  beade  me,  Maled  up  ia  tbe  tee  oM 
tcnijae,  vluok  I  was  ibas  tlirowii^  awmj  my  only  rhiinrw  of 

•  Qae  xnoniiiig,  faavii^the  matte's  Engliah  rttderiagof  the 
day'a  ^idc  well  £xed  ia  my  memory,  and  ao  book  <^  aiaaae- 
aneat  to  ready  I  began  goasiping  with  my  neaieat  eiaat-feUoWy 
m^TGrj  laU  boy,  who  ultimately  shot  i^  mto  a  lad  of  aiz  lael 
iran  Mid  who  <m  most  oeeastoaa  aat  beaide  ma^  mm  hmeat  io 
the  torn  aave  one.  I  told  him  about  the  tall  Wattaoe  and  hia 
ei^ploitB;  aBdao«fieotaally8UOoeededmawakfiBiiigliiaciirio»> 
ky ,  that  I  had  to  eommunioate  to  hun^  from  bcginBing  to  and, 
^mary  adrentare  reooided  by  the  blind  minatiel.  My  alory- 
telling  Yocaticmcmoe  fiuriy  aaoertained,  lliere  wa%  I  fooad,  ao 
slafpinng  in  my  ooiirae*  I  had  to  tell  all  the  etoriea  I  had  ever 
heard  «or  read. ^—^  my  father'a  advaiturea,  ao  &r  as  I  knew 
tbran^and  all  my  Undo  Sandy's, — with  the  atory  of  GttUiyer, 
and  Phflip  QiMrll,and  RobmaonCrBsoe,— of  Smbad,and  Ulya* 
aaa,  aad  Mm.  Ba^£^'a  heroine  Emily,  with,  of  ooarae,  the 
kyvtefuaaa^Bs  left  out;  and  at  length,  after  weeks  and  montha 
of  naxvatiTe,  I  foimd  my  available  atock  of  aeqaired  fact  aad 
fiotionfiariy  exhausted.  The  demand  on  the  part  of  my  eiaaa 
ftUowa  was,  however,  as  great  and  urgent  aa  ever ;  and,  aal* 
thig  myael^  in  the  extremity  of  theeaae,  to  try  my  ability  of 
original  produdion,  I  b^an  to  dole  out  to  thran  by  the  hour 
and  the  diet^  long  extempore  bif^praphies,  which  proved  won* 
deafuUy  popular  and  anoeesafuL  MyheroeawereaauallywaKw 
nooa  IMce  Wallace,  and  voyagers  like  GuUiver,  aad  dw^era 
in  descdate  islands  like  Bobinscm  Crusoe  ;  and  they  had  not 
uafireiqpMntly  to  seek  shelter  in  huge  deserted  eaadea,  aboand* 
i^g  in  ti^><doova  and  .secret  passages,  like  that  of  Uddpftow 
And  fiaaily,  after  mttehdeatznction  of  giants  and  wild  beastSy 
and  frigbful  eoeonnters  with  magicians  and  aavagea,  they  al- 
most invariably  aaooeeded  in  diaentombmg  hidden  treaauMa  to 
1^  amount,  or  in  la^^ing  open  gold  minea^  and  then 
i  a  faiznnoiia  did  age,  like  that  of  Sinbad  the  Sailor,  at 
peace  w&  all  maakind,  ia  the  midst  of  ooafectionary  and 
fiante.    SlemaateehadatoleiaUlyeoixeotnetieiiofwhat^aa 
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going  OD  in  die  '^  faeftvy  <9laai ;''— «the  stntdied-out  Bedo^and 
tbe  keads  dusterod  together,  alwajs  told  their  own  specaal 
story  when  I  was  engaged  in  telling  nune ;  but,  wiUioufe  hating 
the  child,  he  iqMoed  the  rod,  and  simply  did  what  be  some- 
timea  allowed  hin&self  to  do,— 'bestowed  a  niekname  upon  me. 
I  was  the  Sentwchiey  he  said;  and  as  the  Sennachie  i  might 
hkwe  been  known  so  long  as  I  remained  under  his  diaige^  had 
it  not  been  that,  priding  himself  upcm  hisOsBlio,  he  asc»d  to 
bestow  upon  the  word  the  fiall  Celtic  pronnaciatim,  whidi, 
agreeiag  but  ill  with  the  Teutonie  mouths  of  my  schooL&V- 
lowS)  miHtsted  against  its  use ;  and  so  the  name  fiuled  to  take. 
With  all  my  osrelessness,  I  continued  to  be  as<Nrt  of  &Torite 
with  the  master ;  and,  when  at  the  general  English  lesson,  he 
used  to  address  to  me  little  quiet  speeches,  Yoachsafed  to  no 
other  pu|»l,  indicative  c^  a  certain  literaiy  ground  common  to 
us,  on  which  the  others  had  not  entered.     ''  That,  Sir,"  he  haa 
said,  aftw  the  class  had  just  perused,  in  the  school  coUectioB, 
a  Taikr^  or  S^peeMor^ — ""  That,  Sir,  is  a  good  paper ; — ^it's  an 
Addimn**^  or,  ^That's  one  (^Steele's, Sir ;"  and  on  finding  in 
my  eopy-book  <»i  one  occasion,  a  page  filled  with  rhymes^ 
ii^ieh  I  had  headed  "'  Poem  oa  Care,"  he  brought  it  to  his 
desk,  and,  after  reading  it  car^iUy  over,  called  me  up,  and 
with  his  dosed  penknife,  which  served  as  a  pointer,  in  theona 
hand,  and  the  o^y-book  brought  down  to  the  level  of  my 
eyes  in  the  other,  began  his  critidsm.     '^  That's  bad  gFammar, 
^,"  he  said,  restuig  the  knife-handle  on  one  of  the  lines ;  ''and 
knre'to  an  fll-spelt  word  ;  and  there's  another  ;  and  you  have 
not  at  all  attended  to  the  punctuation ; — ^but  the  general  sense 
of  the  piece  is  good,-^very  good,  indeed.  Sir."    And  then  he 
added,  with  a  grim  smile,  ^' 6brtf,Sir,is,  I  dare  say,  as  you  re* 
mark,  a  very  bad  tilnng ;  but  you  may  sa^y  bestow  a  little 
mere  of  it  on  your  speUiag  and  yoiff  grammar*^' 

The  nhool,  like  almost  aU  the  other  grammar-sdiools  of  the 
period  in  Scotland,  had  ita  yearly  cock-fi^,  preceded  by  two 
holidays  and  a  half,  during  wlBch  the  boys  ocoiqpied  di^noip 
selves  in  coUeoting  and  brraging  up  iSbm  eooka.  ibid  saoii 
alwaya  WBi  the  a^say  of  fic^ting  bicdamuatared  on.  the  oeoaK. 
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sion,  that  ^e  day  of  the  festival,  from  monuog  till  night,  qmA 
to  l>e  sp^tt  in  fightiBg  out  the  hattle.     For  ^eeks  after  it  haft 
passed,  the  sehool-floor  would  eontinue  to  retain  its  deeply* 
stained  blotches  of  blood,  and  the  boys  would  be  luO  of  ex- 
oitizig  naitatives  regarding  the  glories  of  gallant  birds,  who  had 
oontmued  to  fight  until  both  their  eyes  had  be^i  picked  out,  or 
wlio,  in  the  moment  of  victory,  had  dropped  dead  in  the  middle 
oF  the  eock-pit    Hie  yearly  fight  was  the  relic  of  a  barbaroos 
age ;  and,  in  at  least  one  of  its  provisions,  there  seemed  evi- 
dence Ihat  it  was  that  of  «i  intolerant  age  also ;  every  pop!! 
at  school,  without  excemption,  had  his  name  entered  on  the 
subscripti(m-list  as  a  code-fighter,  and  was  obliged  to  pay  the 
Toast^  at  the  rate  of  twopence  per  head,  ostensibly  for  leave 
to  bring  his  l^rds  to  the  pit ;  but,  amid  the  growing  humani- 
ties of  a  better  time,  though  the  twopence  continued  to  be  ex- 
acted, it  was  no  longer  imperative  to  bring  the  birds  ;  and, 
availing  myself  of  the  liberty,  I  never  brought  any.    Nor,  save 
for  a  few  minutes,  on  two  several  occasions,  dBd  I  ever  attend 
the  fight.    Had  the  combat  been  one  among  the  boys  them* 
selves,  I  would  readily  enough  have  done  my  part,  by  meeting 
with  any  opponent  of  my  years  and  standing ;  but  I  could  not 
bear  to  look  at  the  bleeding  birds.    And  so  1  continued  to  pay 
my  yearly  sixpence,  as  a  holder  of  three  cocks, — the  lowest 
sum  deemed  in  any  d^ee  genteel, — ^but  remained  simply  a 
fictitious  or  paper  cock-fighter,  and  contributdi  in  no  degree 
to  the  success  of  the  head-stack  or  leader,  to  whose  party,  in 
the  general  division  of  the  school,  it  was  my  lot  to  ML 
Nei^r,  I  must  add,  did  I  learn  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
sai^ficial  orgies  of  the  adjoining  slaughter-house.    A  fbw  of 
the  chosen  BclKK)lboys  were  permitted  by  the  killers  to  exer- 
else  at  tknes  th^  privilege  of  knocking  down  a  pig,  and  even, 
on  rare  occasions,  to  essay  the  sticking  ;  but  I  turned  with 
horror  &om  both  processes ;  and  if  I  drew  near  at  all,  it  il^as 
only  when  some  animal,  scraped  and  cleaned,  and  suspended 
f^omthe  beam,  was  in  the  course  of  being  laid  open  by  the 
buteherV  knife,  ^t  I  might  mark  the  fbrms  of  the  viscera^ 
and  ^  ped^ons.whibh  l3iey  o^upl^d.    To  my  ^OilllM  of  llw 
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oocfcfi^t  mj  uaeie  mmt  liATe  eontetbtttod^  lliej 
were  loud  in  theurdemmdatioii  of  the  eacnnaily ;  and  oa  ooe 
ooeasioBi  wImb  a  neighbor  was  unlucky  enough  to  remurk, 
in  extenuation,  that  the  piaotiee  had  been  handed  down  to 
«•  bj  pioua  and  exoeUent  men,  who  seemed  to  see  nothing 
wrong  in  i^  I  saw  thdr  halHtual  respeot  lor  the  oid  divines 
give  way,  for  at  least  a  moment.  Unole  Sandy  hesitated 
under  a|^»arent  excitement;  but  quidt  and  fiery  as  lif^ 
ning,  Unde  James  came  to  his  resoue*  ^Yes,  ezoellefit 
men  T  said  my  unde,  "  but  the  exseUent  men  of  a  rude  and 
barbarous  age ;  and,  in  some  parts  oi  their  Ghaxacter,  tknged 
by  its  barbarity.  For  the  coek-fight  which  these  exeellent 
men  have  bequeathed  to  us  they  ou^t  to  have  been  sent 
to  Bridewell  for  a  week,  and  fed  upon  bread  and  water." 
Unde  James  was,  no  doubt,  over  hasty,  and  felt  so  a  minute 
after  ;  but  the  practice  of  fixing  the  foundation  of  ethics  on  - 
a  7%ey  themselves  did  it^  much  after  the  manner  in  whidi  the 
Sdioolmen  fixed  the  foundations  of  their  nons^isical  philo- 
fl<^hy  on  9k  ^  He  himself  said  ity^  is  a  practice  wfaicb,  dioi]^ 
not  yet  exploded  in  even  very  pure  CSiurches,  is  always  pro- 
yoking,  and  not  quite  free  from  peril  to  the  worthies,  whether 
dead  or  alive,  in  whose  precedents  the  moral  right  is  made  to 
rest.  In  the  class  of  minds  represented  among  the  people  by 
that  of  Uncle  James,  for  instance,  it  would  be  much  easier  to 
bring  down  even  the  old  divines,  than  to  bring  up  cock-fight- 
ing. 

My  native  town  had  possessed,  for  at  least  an  age  or  two 
previous  to  that  of  my  boyhood,  its  moiety  of  intellig^t,  book- 
consulting  mechanics  and  tradesfolk ;  and  as  my  acquaintance 
gradually  extended  among  their  representatives  and  descend- 
ants^ I  was  permitted  to  rummage,  in  the  pursuit  of  knowl- 
edge, delightful  old  chests  and  cupboards,  filled  with  tattered 
and  dusty  volumes.  The  moiety  of  my  Other's  library  which 
remained  to  me  consisted  of  about  sixty  several  works ;  my 
undes  possessed  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  more  ;  and  there 
was  a  literary  cabinetmaker  in  the  neighborhood,  who  had 
once  actually  composed  a  poem  of  thir^Unes  cm  tiie  Hill  of 


0<MnaHrf,  wliOM  ooltootionaf  boofca^  chiefly  poelieil,  amount- 
od  to  from  about  ^gbt j  to  a  buadred.  I  used  to  be  often  at 
nights  in  the  w<NriQ9hop  of  the  oabinetmaker,  and  was  tN)m»> 
times  privileged  to  hear  him  repeat  his  poem,  llierewasiiot 
imudi  admlratioii  of  poets  or  poetiy  in  the  place ;  and  mj 
praise,  thou^  that  of  a  very  young  oritie,  had  always  the 
-do«ble  merit  d  being  both  ample  and  sincere.  I  knew  the 
-very  locks  «id  trees  which  his  description  embraced — had 
lieard  the  birds  to  which  he  referred,  and  seen  the  flowers ; 
and  as  the  hill  had  been  of  old  a  fireqnent  scene  of  exeoa- 
tioiH^  and  had  borne  the  gallows  of  the  sherijQSlom  on  its  crest, 
nothn^  could  be  more  definite  than  the  graye  referoioe,  in  his 
<^»enii^  Hne,  to 

''The  verdant  rising  of  the  Ootfow-hiU." 

.And  so  I  thou^t  a  very  great  deal  of  his  poem,  and  what  I 
iboiigjbt  I  said ;  and  he,  on  the  other  hand,  evidmtly  r^aided 
.m»  as  a  lad  of  extraordinary  taste  and  ^soemment  fi>r  my 
years.  There  was  another  mechanic  in  the  neighborhood,-— 
a  house-carpenter,  who,  though  not  a  poet,  was  deeply  read 
in  books  of  aU  kinds^  from  the  plays  of  Farquhar  to  tlie  ser- 
mons of  Flavel ;  and  as  both  his  &ther  and  grandfather, — the 
latter,  by  the  way,  a  Porteous-mob  man,  and  the  former  a  per* 
sonal  fiiend  of  poor  Fezgusson,  the  poet, — ^had  also  been  read* 
ers  and  collectors  of  books,  he  possessed  a  whole  pressful  of 
tattered,  bard-working  volumes,  some  of  them  yery  carious 
ones ;  and  to  me  he  liberally  extended,  what  literary  men 
always  value,  "  ih&  full  freedom  of  the  press."  But  of  all  my 
OQcasLonal  bene&ctors  in  this  way,  by  &r  the  greatest  was 
poor  old  Francie,  the  retired  derk  and  supercargo. 

Frande  was  naturally  a  man  of  &ir  talent  and  active  curios- 
ity. Nor  was  he  by  any  means  deficient  in  acquirement. 
He  wrote  and  figured  well,  and  knew  a  good  deal  about  at 
least  the  theory  of  business ;  and  when  articled  in  early  life 
to  a  Cromarty  merchant  and  shopkeeper,  it  was  with  tolerably 
Jair  prospects  of  getting  on  in  the  world.  He  had,  however, 
^  Qfxptau  infirmily,  of  brain  which  rendered  both  talent  and 
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rnqprnmetA  of  but  lUAd  andl,  and  that  begaa  to  maniftst 
itself  very  early.     While  yet  an  apprentice,  (m  a^oerUuniiig 
that  the  way  wa«  dear,  he  used,  though  grown  a  tall  lad,  to  bolt 
out  from  behind  the  counter  into  the  nudjdle  of  agreeu  directly 
opposite,  and  there,  joining  in  the  sports  of  some  group  <^ 
youngsters,  which  Uie  plaee  rarely  wanted,  he  would  play  out 
half  a  game  at  marbles,  or  honey-pots,  or  hy-^y,  and  when  he 
saw  his  master  or  a  customier  approa<^i9g,  bolt  back  a^ain* 
The  thing  was  not  deemed  seemly ;  hut  Frande,  when  s|>oken 
to  on  the  subject,  could  speak  as  sesisibly  as  any  ycmng  person 
of  his  years.    He  needed  relaxation,  he  used  to  say,  though 
he  never  suffered  it  to  interf^e  with  his  proper  biisin^ss ;  and 
where  was  safer  relaxation  to  be  found  than  among  iw^oo^it 
children  1    This,  of  course,  was  eminently  rational  and  virtu- 
ous.    And  so,  when  his  term  of  apprenticeship  had  expired, 
Francie  was  despatched,  not  without  hope  of  saoeess,  to  New* 
foHndland, — ^where  he  had  relations  extensively  ^a^^ed  in  the 
fishing  trade, — ^to  serve  as  one  of  their  clerks.     He  was  found 
to  be  a  competent  clerk ;  but  unhiddly  there  was  but  little 
known  of  the  interior  of  the  island  at  tJie  time,  and  some  of 
die  places  most  distant  frcon  St.  John^s,  sudi  as  ike  Bay  and 
Bi  ver  of  Exploits,  bore  tempting  names ;  and  so,  after  Francie 
had  made  many  inquiries  of  the  older  inhabitants  r^arding 
what  was  to  be  se^i  amid  the  scraggy  brushwood  and  broken 
rocks  of  the  inner  country,  a  morning  came  in  which  he  was 
reported  miasiipg  at  the  <^ce ;  and  little  else  could  be  learned 
respecting  him,  than  that  at  early  dawn  he  had  been  seen  setting 
out  for  the  woods,  provided  with  staff  and  knapsack*    He 
returned  in  about  a  week,  worn  out  and  haif^starved.    He  had 
not  been  so  successful  as  he  had  anticipated,  he  said,  in  pro- 
viding himself  by  the  way  with  food,  aaad  so  he  had  to  turn 
badi  ere  he  could  reach  the  point  on  which  he  had  previous!/ 
determined ;  but  he  was  sure  he  would  be  happier  in  his  next 
journey.     It  was  palpably  unsafe  to  sufiler  him  to  remain  ex- 
posed to  the  temptation  (^  an  unexplored  counixy ;  and  as  his 
a*iends  and  superiors  at  St.  John's  had  jui^  laden  a  vessel  with 
fish  &r  the  kalian  market  during  Lent,  Frag^  waa  d&sfa/Uk' 
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ed  with  her  as  supercargo,  to  look  after  the  sales,  in  a  land  of 
^wliicli  every  footbreadth  liad  heea  fiuniliar  to  men  for  thou- 
sands of  years,  and  in  which  it  was  supposed  he  would  have 
no  inducement  to  wander.    Francie,  however,  had  read  mudi 
a.l>out  Italy ;  and  finding,  on  landing  at  Leghorn,  that  he  was 
^veithin  a  t^ort  distance  of  Pisa,  he  left  ship  and  cargo  to  take 
eare  of  themselves,  and  set  out  on  foot  to  see  the  famous  hang- 
ing tower,  and  the  great  marble  cathedral.     And  tower  and 
cathedral  he  did  see :  but  it  was  meanwhile  found  that  he  was 
not  quite  suited  for  a  supercargo,  and  he  had  shortly  after  to 
return  to  Scotland,  where  his  friends  succeeded  in  establishing 
bim  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  and  overseei*  upon  a  small  prop- 
erty in  For&rshire,  which  was  &rmed  by  the  proprietor  on 
w^hat  was  then  the  newly-introduced  modem  system.     He  was 
acquainted,  however,  with  the  classical  description  of  Glammis 
Oetstle,  in  the  letters  of  the  poet  Gray ;  and  after  visiting  the 
castle,  he  set  out  to  examine  the  ancient  encampment  at  Ar* 
doch, — ^the  Lindum  of  the  Romans.    Finally,  all  hopes  of 
getting  him  settled  at  a  distance  being  given  up  by  his  fiiends, 
.    he  had  to  fUl  back  upon  Cromarty,  where  he  was  yet  once 
more  appointed  to  a  clerkship.     The  establishment  with  which 
he  was  now  connected  was  a  large  hempen  manufiustory ;  and 
it  was  his  chief  employment  to  register  the  quantities  of  hemp 
given  out  to  the  spinners,  and  the  number  of  hanks  of  yam 
into  which  they  had  converted  it,  when  given  in.     He  soon, 
however,  began  to  take  long  walks ;  and  the  old  women,  with 
their  yam,  would  be  often  found  accumulated,  ere  his  return, 
by  tens  and  dozens  at  the  office-door.     At  length,  after  taking 
a  very  long  walk  indeed,  for  it  stretched  from  near  the  open- 
ing to  the  head  of  the  Cromarty  Frith,  a  distance  of  about 
twenty  miles,  and  included  in  its  survey  the  antique  towBr  of 
Einkell  and  the  old  Castle  of  Craigfaouse7  he  was  relieved  fh>m 
the  duties  of  hi^  clerkship,  and  left  to  pursue  his  researched 
undisturbed,  on  a  small  annuity,  the  gift  of  his  fiiends.    He 
was  considerably  advanced  in  life  ere  I  knew  him,  profoundly 
grave,  and  very  tadtnm,  and,  though  he  never  discussed  poli- 
tics, a  mi^ty  reader  of  the  newspapers.    ''Ofa  f  this  is  ter^ 
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of  but  Htde  avaa,  and  ik^^m  -  -  •  "^  ^^_ 
itaelf  very  early.     While  yet  an  appi^-   .,.  w  -  *  •       "^ 
that  the  way  waa  dear,  he  used^thoiJ^gKiL  ,i«Mk' *  ^  *^ 

out  from  behind  the  counter  into  the  mid^I   «--^''***      ** 
€f>pQ8ite»  and  there,  joining  in  the  sporta       >'-*'*      ** 
youDgiters,  whidi  the  i^aee  rarely  wanteii^   ...ir*<«- 
half  a  game  at  marblea,  or  honey-pots,  or  h^   ..  ^.  •^  nr  •' "-  ' 
aav  his  master  or  a  oustomer  approaching^  ^«      k-     •"^ 
The  thing  wasnot  deemed  seemly ;  but  Fraa  '^  ^     . .      •^ 
to  on  the  subject^  could  speak  as  sen^bly  aa  at.  ,  ^     •  .*  -* 
of  his  years.    He  needed  relaxation,  he  uaed        ">     ^  «« 
he  never  suffered  it  to  Interfax  with  his  projpe.        .^  ,  ^  «r- 
vrhcre  was  safer  relaxation  to  be  found  than  ai  _        ,«,<«-*- 
children!    This,  of  course,  was  eminently  ratic_"     ^_^ ']^  ^ 
OU&     And  so,  when  his  term  of  apprenticeah^ 
Frandewaade^MUfihed,  not  without  hope  of  sQCi^'^'*'^   ^ 
fonndland, — ^where  he  had relationa extensively  ei    *    ^*    ^,  . 
fiahing  tnde, — to  aerve  as  cme  of  their  derks.     fi^  ^'  '*  ^''^' 
to  be  a  competent  derk;  but  unluddly  there  im^^     '^'^ 
kno¥m  of  the  interior  of  the  idand  at  the  time^  pr*'^^^'*' 
the  places  most  distant  from  St.  John's,  mck  as  tkr<^  ^^^ 
I^ver  of  £xplaits,  bore  t^^y*p^^^g  names ;  and  so,  afir  ''-^^^>*'  '* 
had  made  many  inquiries  of  the  older  inhabitaoUi  r^isr. 
what  was  lo  be  seen  amid  the  sera^y  brushwood  aaf^^*^"' 
rooks  of  Uie  inner  country,  a  morning  came  in  whia^'^^^^* 
reported  mining  at  the  office;  and  little  else  could  h^  ^  ^- 
n>^^<!etiAg  hiiEi,  than  that  at  early  dawn  be  had  been  aem 
imc   Ivr   ihv*  \%  l\hI:^  provided  with  statl'  iind  kua^ 
niturtit^  lu  mlMmi  m  wt^ek,  worn  out  and  halJPstarved. 
lixit  Ihhhi  »i*  t»mx^*^^ul  as  he  liad  on^pftU^,  lui  iyud^l 
vuliint  hmm}\i*  by  ihe  way  with  fuo4«iid  m  be  hud  I 
^nj  Iw  iH>ul4j|g^^  p^^^  S  he  had  ^„ 

|H«oiJ  t^'  ^^*'  ^^B^^^Bmii  trv  ;  and  li*  ^^ 
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nble,**  I  bftYe  heard  Um  exdidm,  ^iriiea  oa  one  oceflakm  • 
iDow  storm  had  Uocked  up  bolfc  the  coast  and  the  His^Uand 
roads  for  a  week  t^^ether,  and  Arrested  the  northward  oomao 
of  the  mails, — ^'^It  is  terrible  to  be  left  in  utter  ignox«MM)e  of 
the  public  business  of  the  country !" 

fVancie,  whom  eyery  one  called  Ur.  — — ^  to  his  face,  and 
always  Francie  when  his  back  was  tuoied,  chiefly  boeanae  ^ 
was  known  that  he  was  punctilious  on  the  poinl^  and  did  soft 
like  the  more  familiar  term,  used  in  the  winter  evenings  to  be 
ft  regular  member  of  the  circle  that  met  beside  my  Unde 
James's  work-table.  And,  diiefly  through  the  influoiQe,  in  the 
first  instancei  of  my  undea,  I  was  permi|tted  to  viait  himin  his 
own  room, — a  (HiTilege  eogoyed  by  scarce  any  one  else, — md 
even  invited  to  borrow  his  books.  His  room— -«  dark  and  m^ 
andioly  chamber,  gray  with  dust — always  contained  a  number 
of  curious  but  not  very  rare  things^  which  he  had  picked  iqp 
in  his  walks, — prettily  colored  fimgi, — ^vegetable  moDatat)si- 
ties  of  the  commoner  kind,  such  as  ^  &U8e  cmws'  nests,''  and 
flattened  twigs  of  pine,*--4Uid  with  these,  as  the  representati  vea 
of  another  d^artmeat  of  natural  science^  fragments  of  aenu- 
tcansparent  quartz  or  of  glittering  feldspar,  and  sheets  of  naica 
a  little  above  the  ordinary  size.  But  the  charm  of  the  i^art- 
ment  lay  in  its  books.  Francie  was  a  bodc-&ncier,  and 
lacked  only  the  necessary  wealth  to  be  in  the  possesfflon  of  a 
very  pretty  collection.  As  it  was,  he  bad  some  curious  ykA- 
umes ;  among  others,  a  first-edition  copy  of  the  '^  Nineteen 
Years'  Travels  of  William  Lithgow,"  witl^  an  aacnent  wood- 
cut, representing  the  said  William  in  the  background,  witih 
his  bead  bruahing.the.  skies,  and,  &r  in  front,  two  of  the  tombs 
whidi  covered  the  heroes  of  Uium,  barely  tall  enough  to  reaeb 
half-way  to  his  knee,  and  of  the  length,  in  proportion  to  the 
size  of  t^  traveller,  of  ordinary  octStVO  volumes^  He  had 
black-letter  booki^  too,  on  as^logy,  and  on  the  plan^tsiry 
properties  of  vegetables;  and  an  ancient  book  <m  medicine, 
that  recommended  as  a  cure  for  the  toothache  a  bit  of  the  jaw 
of  asui^de,  w^U  triturated ;  and,asan  in&Uiblerem^y.for  tha 
falliqg-gici^iess^anoun^      tjwo  of  t}ie  brms  tf  ay/QWigWW>> 


MtbAi^  dried  over  di^fira.    Belter,  however,  than  theie,  fer 
«t'^9»8irBi7  puppoaeft) ke luid Ik toleraibly  ooiaplete ooDeotioii 
'  of  file  Br^h  eseayu^  fropn  Addioon  to  MaidceKsie,  with  tiha 
^£l»^f«'^aiid''atizenorthe  World'^of  GoldsnuOi;  eeyend 
mterestifig  works  of  travels  and  TOT'egea^  translated  from  the 
f^MSifih;  and  iznnafaitions  from  the  Oerman,  of  Lavater,  23ni» 
m^^nan,  and  Kk>p0loek.    He  IumI  a  good  many  of  the  minor 
poets  too;  and  I  was  enaMed  to  eoldvate,  mainly  from  his 
coUee^on,  a  tolerably  adequate  aoquiuntanoe  with  the  wits  of 
the  reign  of  Qneoi  Anne.    Poor  Franoie  was  at  bottom  a 
kindly  and  honeat  man ;  but  the  more  intimately  one  knew 
lem,  the  more  did  Uie  weakness  and  brokenness  of  bia  intellect 
appear^     His  mind  was  a  labyrinth  without  a  due,  in  whose 
reeesses  there  lay  stored  up  a  vast  amount  of  book-knowl- 
edge, ikeit  oould  never  be  found  when  wanted,  and  was  of  no 
dort  of  use  to  himself  or  any  one  else,    i  got  sufficiently  into 
Ins  oonfidenoe  to  be  informed,  under  the  seal  of  strict  secrecy, 
tfcali  he  contemplated  producing  a  great  literary  work,  whosta 
iqpeowl  character  he  had  not  quite  determined,  but  which  was 
.  t»  be  b^un  a  few  years  hence.    And  when  death  found  him, 
at  as  i^e  whidi  did  not  &11  short  of  the  allotted  three  score 
and  t<Hi,  the  great  unknown  woric  was  still  an  undefined  idea^ 
sod  had  still  to  be  begun. 

Tbere  were  sewral  ol^i^  brandbes  of  my  education  going 
<m  at  this  time,  outside  tlie  pale  of  lhe  school,  in  which,  1iK>ttg^ 
I  soeeeeded^  amusing  myself  I  was  no  trifier.  The  shores 
of  Cromarty  aare  strewed  over  with  water^roUed  fragments  of 
ttoprimary  rocks,  derired  dii^y  from  the  west  during  the 
agesof  Ac  boulder  clay;  andlsoonleamedtotakeade^inter* 
eat  in  sanntein^  ot^  the  various  pebble-beds  when  shaken 
up  by  recent  stcHrms,  and  in  learning  to  distinguish  their  nu- 
merous components.  But  I  y^  sadly  in  want  of  a  vocabulary ; 
and  «B,aoeording  to  Qowfier^  ^^  the  growth  of  what  is  excellent 
ia  slow,"  it  was  not  in»eil  long  after  tiiat  I  bet)boi;^ht  me  of  the 
obvious  enoc^  eiq^edt^  of  representing  the  various  species 
of  simple  vodts  by  certain  numerals,  and  the  loompound  ones 
by  tfieiittmerala  repcesentfMave  of  each  separata  compon^ 
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ranged,  as  in  vulgar  fractions,  along  a  meAal  line,  irttft  Aa 
figures  representative  of  the  prevailing  materials  of  tlie  mass 
above,  ai^  those  representative  of  the  materials  in  less  pro^ 
portions  below.  Tliough,  however,  wholly  deficient  in  tlie  s^ns 
proper  to  represent  what  I  knew,  I  soon  acquired  a  consider- 
able quickness  of  eye  in  distinguishing  tiie  various  kinds  of 
rock,  and  tolerably  definite  conceptions  of  the  genmc  character 
of  the  porphyries,  granites,  gneisses,  quartz-rodcs,  day-sHites, 
and  mica-schists,  which  everywhere  strewed  the  beach.     In  the 
rocks  of  mechanical  origin  I  was  at  the  time  mudi  less  inter- 
ested ;  but  in  individual,  as  in  general  history,  mineralc^ 
almost  always  precedes  geology.     I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
discover,  one  happy  morning,  among  the  lumber  and  debris  of 
old  John  Feddes  dark  room,  an  antique-fashioned  hammer, 
which  had  belonged,  my  mother  told  me,  to  old  John  liimself 
more  than  a  hundred  years  before.    It  was  an  uncouth  sort  of 
implement,  with  a  handle  of  strong  black  oak,  and  a  riiort, 
compact  head,  square  on  the  one  &ce  and  oblong  on  the  other. 
And  though  it  dealt  rather  an  obtuse  blow,  the  tenxper  was 
excellent,  and  the  haft  ibmly  set ;  and  I  went  about  with  it^ 
breaking  into  all  manner  of  stones,  with  great  perseverance 
and  success.    I  found,  in  a  large^rained  granite,  a  ibw  sheels 
of  beautiful  black  mica,  that  when  split  exceedingly  iMn,  and 
pasted  between  slips  of  mica  of  the  ordinary  kind,  made  ad- 
mirably-colored eye-glasses,  that  converted  tiie  landscapes 
around  into  richly-toned  drawings  in  sepia;  afld  numesrous 
crystals  of  garnet  embedded  in  micarsdust,  that  were,  I  was 
sure,  identical  with  the  stones  set  in  a  little  gold  broodi,  the 
property  of  my  mother.     To  this  last  surmise,  however, 
some  of  the  neighbors  to  whom  I  showed  my  prize  demurred. 
Hie  stones  in  my  mother's  broodi  were  predous  stones,  diej 
said ;  whereas  what  I  had  found,  was  merdy  a  ^  stone  wpon 
the  shore.'*    My  friend  the  cabinetmaker  went  so  &r  as  to  say 
that  the  specimen  was  but  a  mass  of  plum-puddfaig  stone,  and 
its  dark-colored  enclosures  simply  the  currants;  but  tlien,  on 
the  other  hand,  Uncle  Sandy  took  my  view  of  fhe  matter : 
(he  stone  was  not  plum-pudding  stone,  he  said :  he  had  often 
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mmmi  jfiam^ndiSt^i  Bfcone  m  Ei^aiid,  Iiftd  laew  it  ta  be  *  aoii 

c^  TOu^  don^omenkte  of  yfurious  oompcm«nt0 ;  ^ribereas  1117 

stove  was  opmposed  cf  a  fkicdy^grained  silvery  sobstaaoe,  and 

tlud  crystals  whicb  it  contained  were,  be  was  smre,  gems  like 

tbose  in  the  broocb,  aiid,  so  &r  aa  be  could  judge,  real  gar- 

vt&tB.    Tbis  was  a  ^^reat  decision;  and,  muob  encouraged  in 

ocxusequ^CQ,  I  soon  ascertained  that  garnets  are  by  no  means 

raxe  auM^  the  pebbly  of  the  Cromarty  shore.  Nay,  so  mix. 

ed  up  are  they  widi  its  sands  even,— ^  consequence  of  the 

ar'buiidaiice  of  the  mineral  among  the  primary  rocks  of  Boss, 

— — Itiat  afiicr  a  heavy  surf  has  listen  the  exposed  beach  of  the 

neigbbonng  bill,  tibere  may  be  found  on  it  patches  of  conuni- 

mited  gaxQct,  firom  one  to  three  square  yards  in  extent,  that 

reaemble,  at  a  little  distance,  pieces  of  crlmsim  oarpetingi  an4 

nearer  alb  hand  abeets  of  crimspn  bead-work,  and  of  wbich  a)- 

joapat  every  j^oiat  and  partiole  is  a  gem.    From  some  uses- 

plai^ed  .cwxwmftfj<iww,  conoected  appai'ently  with  the  speciSo 

gnmty  of  the  siibateBce,  it  separates  in  this  style  from  the 

geiteKal  mass,, <m  coaatp  much  bealten  by  the  waves;  but  th^ 

garnets  of  these  ciirious  pa;Femeat%  though  so  exeeedingly 

abnipdan|»  ace  m  erei^  ipstaaee  e^oeediagly  minute*   I  never 

dataoted,  m  Hpifm  «  fru^pue^Kt  gr^y  larger  than  a  pin-hei^  ( 

bi>t  it  was  ^waya  with  owch  delight  that  I  used  to  fling  my- 

aelf  dowii  on  tbe  shore  beaid^  some  newly-discovered  patcb| 

and  bethiii]^  me^aal  passed  ^y  fiqgers  along  the  la^er  grain% 

of  the  heaps  of  gems  in  Aladdin's  caTem,  or  of  Sinba4'e  vat 

kgr  of  diamonds. 

The  J9iU  of  Cromi^  formed  at  this  tin^Q  at  pnce  my  true 
school  and  faTQidte  i4aj-gFaw»df  and  if  my  master  did  wink 
at.timeab^dsr  thai^  maat^  cw^)^  whetn  I  was  playing  truant 
vwog  ita  woo^  pr  on  its  shores,  it  was,  I  believe,  whether  he 
thought  BQ  or  no,  all  for  the  beM.  My  Unde  Sandy  had,  as  1 
have  abready  said,  been  bred  a  qartwnght ;  but  finding,  on  his 
ret^im,  after  bis  seve^  year]?*  aervioe  aboard  man-of-war,  that 
fhe  place  hafi.  cai^twrights  .eQo^gb  for  all  the  employment,  be 
applied  hb9isa|;f  iU>  the  bumble  b^t  not  unremimeiative  pro- 
Mw  0f  a^wjerrffod  maed  xAfsa  tq  pit^  ]p»  samr-pity  in  th^^ 
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more  geacM  fleMom  of  the  yesr,  among  Ihe  woods  of  AeiM. 
I  Tem^mber,  he  nerer  fidled  settmg  it  down  in  some  pretty 
spot,  sheltered  from  the  preyailing  vmda  nnder  the  lee  <^ 
some  fem^oovered  rising  ground,  or  some  bosky  tlii<dtet,  and 
always  In  the  near  nei^borhood  of  a  spring ;  and  it  used  to 
be  one  of  mj  most  ddightftd  exercises  to  find  ont  fbr  myself 
among  tiie  tinck  woods,  in  some  holiday  jomiwy  of  expkrar 
tion,  the  place  of  a  newly-formed  pit  With  tiie  8aw«i[»t  as 
my  base-fine  of  operations,  and  secure  always  of  a  share  in 
Unde  Sandy's  dinner,  I  used  to  make  eitooraions  ofdkaoavery 
on  erery  side, — ^now  among  the  thicker  tracks  of  wood,  whidi 
bore  among  the  town-boys,  fh>m  the  twOigfat  gloom  diat  ever 
rested  in  their  recesses,  the  name  of**  the  dnngeons  ;'*  and  anon 
to  the  precipitoas  seashore,  with  its  wild  elii&  and  caT^rns. 
Hie  Hill  of  Oomarlj  is  one  of  a  chain  belonging  to  the  great 
Ben  Nevis  line  of  elevation ;  and,  though  it  occurs  in  a  sssid> 
stone  distriet,  is  itself  a  huge  primary  mass,  upheaved  ot  old 
flom  the  abyss,  and  composed  diiefly  of  granitio  gndsa  and  a 
red  sfdintery  homstone.  It  contains  also  nnmerons  t&am  mod 
beds  <^  homblend-rock  and  ddorite-sefaist,  and  of  a  peeidiar- 
looldt^  granite,  of  ^diich  the  quarts  is  white  as  milk,  and  tiie 
^Mspar  red  as  blood.  When  still  wet  by  the  reoed&iig  tide^ 
these  veins  and  beds  seem  as  if  ho^y  poHiahed,  and  pMsent 
a  beautiful  aspect ;  and  it  was  always  widi  great  del^ht  tlMt 
I  used  to  pick  my  way  aoiong  Ihem,  hammer  in  hand,  md 
fill  my  podcets  wHh  spedmens. 

There  was  one  locality  which  I  in  especial  loved.  No  paA 
runs  the  way.  On  the  one  side  an  abrupt  iron-tinged  pro- 
montory, so  remarkaUe  Ibr  its  human-like  profile,  that  it  seems 
part  of  a  hal^buried  sphynz,  protrudes  into  the  deep  green 
water.  On  the  other, — less  prominent,  fbr  even  at  fuH  tide 
the  traveller  can  wind  between  its  base  and  the  sea,  dieiB 
rises  a  diattered  and  ruinous  precipice,  seamed  with  blood-red 
ironstone,  that  retains  on  its  sui&ce  the  bright  metallic  gleam, 
and  amid  wiiose  piles  of  loose  and  fractured  rock  one  may  stfil 
detect  figments  of  stidactit».  The  stalactite  is  all  that  remafaia 
cf  a  qMdous  cavern,  whidi  onoe  hollowed  tie  preoqpioei  bill 
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J,  jDore  than  alNiadrod  yearn  before,  bad  tumbled  doim 
dijunug  a  thuiidei>6tonn,  when  filled  wTth  a  flock  of  sheem  iodi 
peimed  up  the  poor  creatures  forever.    The  ^paee  betweea 
-tliese  headlands  forms  aa  irregular  crescent  of  great  height^ 
eover^  with  wood  artop^  and  amid  whose  licheoed  cragBi  and 
on  whose  steep  slopes^  Uie  hawthozB,  and  iHsamble,  and  wild« 
i-^asypi,  saadi  ro^k-strawbeny,  take  root^  with  many  a  aoiaggy 
shrub  and  sweet  wild  flower  besides;  whUe  flkao%  its  baae 
lie  huge  blocks  of  green  homblendi  on  a  mde  pareinent  of 
granitic  gneiss,  traversed  at  one  point,  for  many  rods,  by  a 
l>road  vein  of  milk-white  quartz.  The  quartz  vein  formed  n\y 
central  point  of  attraction  in  this  wild  paradise.    The  white 
stone,  thickly  traversed  by  threads  of  purple  and  red,  is  a 
beautiful  thou^  unworkal^e  rock ;  and  I  soon  ascertained  that 
it  is  flanked  by  a  vein  of  feldspar  broader  than  itself  of  a 
brick-red  tint,  and  the  red  stone  flanked,  in  turn,  by  a  diab- 
oolored  vdn  of  the  same  mineral,  in  which  there  occurs  in 
great  abundance  masses  of  a  homogeneous  mica, — mica  not 
f^ifrtiing  in  lamina,  but,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  as  a  sort  of  mi* 
caoeous  felt    It  would  almost  seem  as  if  some  gigantic  exper- 
iments of  the  old  world  had  set  himself  to  8^>arate  into  th^ 
simple  mineral  components  the  granitio  rodks  of  the  hill,  and 
tbat  the.three  parallel  v^ns  were  the  results  of  his  labor* 
SiMh,  however,  was  not  the  sort  of  idea  which  they  at  this  time 
suggested  to  me.    I  had  read  in  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  voyage 
to  Guinea,  the  poetic  description  of  that  upper  country  in  which 
the  knight's  exploration  of  the  river  Gorale  terminated,  and 
where,  amid  lovely  prospeots  of  rich  valleys,  and  wooded  hills, 
and  winding  waters,  almost  every  ro<^  bore  <»i  its  sur&oe  the 
yellow  gleam  <^  gold.    True,  aooordin^  to  the  voyager,  the 
{Hnedous  metal  was  itself  absent.    But  Sir  Walter,  on  after- 
wards showing ''  some  <tf  the  stones  to  a  Spaniard  of  the  Ga- 
raeeaa,  was  told  by  him  they  were  el  mcuire  del  ara^  that  is, 
the  mother  of  goldl,  and  that  the  mine  itself  was  flurther  in  the 
groimd."    And  thou^  the  quartz  vein  of  t^  Cromarty  Hill 
ceotained  no  metal  more  preoious  than  iron,  and  but  little 
eMi  of  thal^  it  was,  I  lUt  sure  the  ^mother"  of  something 
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reirf  fine.  Aa  fbr  silrcr,  I  -Ms  prtMf  oertain  I  Imd  feund  Ae 
^  motfaer^  of  ii^  it  not  indeed  the  fn^oas  metal  itself  in  a 
€herty  boulder,  indosii^  numerous  cubes  of  ridi  gal^ia;  and 
oeoMi<mal  masses  of  iron  pytites  gave,  as  I  thought,  krg^ 
promise  of  gold.  But  though  sometunes  asked,  in  humble 
ironj,  by  the  ftrm  serrantsiriio  came  to  load  their  carts  widi 
scM-weed  aloi^  tiie  Cromarty  beadi,  whether  I  was  ^  getting 
sOler  in  the  stones,'*  I  was  so  unlucky  as  never  to  be  able  to 
answer  tiidr  qiiestoi  in  the  aArmative* 
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CHAPTER   IT. 


*  Strange  marble  atonee,  here  larger  and  there  leaa, 
And  of  foil  rarioaa  forma,  which  atUl  tocmaae 
In  h^ght  and  balk  by  a  continoal  drop. 
Which  npon  each  distilling  from  the  top, 
And  linUing  atill  exacUj  on  the  crown. 
There  break  themaelTea  to  miata,  which,  trickling  dowD| 
Crast  into  atone,  and  (bat  with  leiaare)  swell 
Hie  aidea,  and  atm  adTuoe  the  miracle." 

CHAEixa  CoTToa. 


It  is  low  water  in  the  Fritb  of  Cromarty  during  stream  tidesi 
between  six  and  seven  o'dodi:  in  the  evening ;  and  my  Unde 
Sandy,  in  returning  from  his  work  at  the  dose  of  the  day, 
used  not  unfirequently,  when,  according  to  the  phrase  of  the 
place, "  there  was  a  tide  in  the  water,"  to  strike  down  the  hill- 
side, and  spend  a  quiet  hour  in  the  ebb.  I  ddighted  to  accom- 
pany him  on  these  occasions.  There  are  Professors  of  Nato- 
ral  History  that  know  less  of  living  nature  than  was  known 
by  Unde  Sandy ;  and  I  deemed  it  no  small  matter  to  have  all 
the  various  productions  of  the  sea  with  which  he  was  acquaint- 
ed pointed  out  to  me  in  these  walks,  and  to  be  put  in  possess- 
ion of  his  many  curious  anecdotes  regarding  them. 

He  was  a  skilful  crab  and  lobster  fisher,  and  knew  every 
hole  and  crannie,  along  several  miles  of  rocky  shore,  in  whidi 
the  creatures  were  accustomed  to  shdter,  with  not  a  few  of 
tiieir  own  peculiarities  of  character.  Contrary  to  the  view 
taken  by  some  of  our  naturalists,  such  as  Agaw^'i^  who  held 
4 


Aat  die  crab— a  genus  oomparalively  reoent  in  its  appearance 
in  ereatioii — is  less  embryotio  in  its  diaracter,  and  higher  in 
its  standing,  than  the  more  ancient  lobster,  my  uncle  r^aided 
the  lobster  as  a  more  intelligent  animal  than  the  crab.  Hie 
hole  in  which  the  lobster  lodges  has  almost  always  two  open- 
ings, he  has  said,  through  one  of  whidh  it  sometimes  contrives 
to  escape  when  the  other  is  stormed  by  the  fisher;  whereas  the 
erab  n  nsually  content,  like  the  ^rat  devoid  of  soul,"  witii  a 
hole  of  only  one  opening;  and,  besides,  gets  so  angry  in  most 
esses  with  his  assailant^  as  to  become  more  bent  on  assault 
ihan  escape,  and  so  To^eS  himself  thk^ough  sheer  loss  of  temper. 
And  yet  the  crab  has,  he  used  to  add,  some  points  of  intelli- 
gence about  him  too.  When,  as  sometimes  hap|wcied,  he  got 
h<dd,  in  his  dark  narmw  recess  in  the  rock,  of  some  ludkless 
digit,  my  uncle  showed  me  how  that  after  the  first  tremendous 
squeeze  he  b^an  always  tio  experiment  upon  what  he  had  got, 
by  aitemlitely  slackening  and  straitening  his  grasp,  as  if  to  as- 
certain whether  it  had  life  in  it,  or  was  merely  a  piece  of  dead 
matte)*;  aiid  that  the  only  way  to  escape  him,  on  these  trying 
occasions,  was  to  let  the  finger  lie  passively  between  his  nip 
pers,  as  if  it  were  a  bit  of  stick  or  tangle ;  when,  apparently 
deeming  it  such,  he  wouM  be  sure  to  let  it  go ;  whereaii,  oh 
the  least  attempt  to  ^irithdraw  it,  he  would  at  once  straiten  Ma 
^pe,  and  not  agftin  relax  !t  for  mayhap  half  an  hotkr.  fti 
dealing  with  the  lobster,  on  the  other  hand,  the  ft^er  had  tb 
beware  lliat  he  did  not  depend  too  much  on  the  hold  he  bad 
got  of  l&e  cneature,  if  it  was  merely  a  ItcM  of  one  of  the  greitt 
elaws.  For  a  moment  it  would  remain  pasiHVe'in  I**  g^asp'; 
•he  wouM  then  be  sen^ble  at  a  slight  tremor  in  ^e  eaptui^ 
Umb,  and  vs^yhagp  h^ar  a  sl^ht  crackle ;  and,  preifid,  iStm  dkj^ 
'^e  would  'Straightway  be  off  like  a  dart  through  the  idtop- 
water  hole,  and  cmly  the  limb  remain  in  the  fii^er^  hahd.  My 
tincie  hds,  however,  told  me,  that  lobsters  do  not  alleays  lose 
their  limbs  wfth  the  necessary  Judgiileaait.  They  throw  them 
^when  suddenly  fHghtened,  without  first  waiting  to  eonMde^ 
Vh^l^cer  the  alcrifice  of  a  pair  of  le^  is  the  best  mode  otftftb- 
viating  the  ^xag&r.    On  firii^  a  musket  immediateij  over  a 
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diaws  .m  the  sudden  o^^tremitj  of  its  tenor,  jpnt  as  •  paiua- 
Qtruck  soldier  sometuaea  throws  awAj  hia  waapcxw.  SimIi»  ia 
ki^d,  were  the  anaodotes  ^f  Uaele  Sandj.  He  iosUructod  laa, 
too,  how  U>  £iQd,  aixud  thiqkaU  of  Xamiiiaria  and  fnei,  tfaa  nait 
of  tlie  liiin{hfishy  and  tangkt  xae  ta  look  wall  in  Ua  iniiiipdiali» 
nei^borly^od  {qjc  tbe  xnide  a^  fesiaiefiah,  eqpeoiaUjr  fiur  d»a 
in«l«.;  ai4  sh^w^d  m#  fivtW,  that  the  ^Fd-jilieU^  ^piawiiof 
thU,creato)9  ixifty,  whcai  well  waabedyba^eatea  rawy^id  fonop 
«t  lef^t  a3  palatable  a  viand  in  that  atat^  aa  the  impoited  ott 
yiare  Qf  B^oaaia  and  the  Gaag^i^  Ibei»  wi^  inataiipea  in 
which  the  jQconvQOu /crow  acted  aa  a  aort  of  jadwll  to  na  in  p«r 
lump^fish  ^({49^^^^^  We  iiFould  aoe  him.  buaied  at  the  aida 
of  fio;?[^iuci*cayer^  pool,  acreaming  aod  cawii^g  aa  if  ang|gaj> 
}fi,  eonxbating  9x1  enemy ;  and,  on  going  vp  to  the  plaoa,  wp 
used  to  &Ld  the  bimp^fiah  he  had  killed  fresh  and  entire,  but 
divested  of  the  ejes,  which  we  ^nnd,  aa  a  .matter  of  ooura^ 
4be  a»pailan;(^  in  ordi&r  to  o^ake  sure  of  viotoxy,  bad  taken  tb^ 
j^recaotion  of  picking  put  at  an  early  stage  of  tha  oontestb. 

Nor  waa  it  with  merely  the  edible  that  we  b^ed  onmelTsa 
on  these  journeys.  The  brilliaat.  metaUic  j^Zunu^  of  the  aea- 
mouse  {4fi^^^)y  steeped  as  in  the  dyes  of  the  rainbow,  av 
lei^  puradmiration  tune,  rafter  Ume  ),an4  still  hiigber  wondar 
used  to  be  .awakened  by  a  much  .ra»^  annelid,  brown,and 
a^der  s^.a  piece,  of  ropjQrysrn,  and  &om  thirty  to  &hXj  &a^ 
in  l^^qgth,  which  np  onp  save  u^j  inide  ba^L  ever  fonnd  aloqg 
the  Cronufrty  shorea^^d  which,  wb^  broken  in  tsvo^  aa  soma- 
t|\mes  b^pfi^inthemea«)W8idiiTid^iUv3ijt9^ 
heJbw(m  the  pie^ef^  Aat  eacb  W9»  fitted,  we.ec^  1^  daub% 
iixQ^gfx  unable  to  repeat  in  tbe  caae  ^e  e«|^eEun^,of  3£#l- 
l^niani,  to  set  up  as  an  indepand^  yiyiflt>enci%  and  esiry  fK^ 
}M3sii)^ss.  for  its^  The  auufjid^  too^  that,  fprm  6>x  tben^ 
selvea  tubular  dwellijogs  buUt  up  of  bugge  gjrtUQs  of  ffmd  (^mp 
^A)>i^),alwaya  excited  our  interest.  Two  hand-^uped  tufta 
of  golden-hued  setae,— rfurnished,  however,  withjjceatly  mor^ 
jjbau  the  tyj[>ical  number  of  fingers,T-rise  firom  the  shouldecf 


of  Ilie8ecreature8,andmaflt,'l  suspect,  be  uaed  as  kods  ia  ihe 
{MToeeflS  of  building ;  at  least  the  hands  of  the  most  proetiaed 
builder  could  not  set  stones  with  nicer  skill  than  is  exhibited 
by  these  worms  in  the  setting  of  the  grains  which  conapoae 
their  cylindrical  dweliings^-^dwellings  that,  from  th^r  Ibnn  and 
structure,  seem  suited' to  r^nind  the  antiquary  of  the  round 
towers  of  Ireland,  and,  from  the  style  of  their  masonry,  of  old 
Cydopean  walk.  Eren  the  mason*  wasps  and  bees  are  greatly 
ii^erior  workmen  to  these  mason  ompAft^^  I  was  introduced 
alsOy  in  our  ebb  excursions,  to  the  cuttle-fish  and  the  sea-hare, 
snd  riiown  how  the  one,  when  pursued  by  an  enemy,  dis- 
charges a  doud  of  ink  to  conceal  its  retreat,  and  that  the  othcir 
dariiens  the  water  around  it  with  a  lovely  purple  pigm^it, 
which  my  unde  was  pretty  sure  would  make  a  rich  dye,  like 
that  extiaoted  of  old  by  llie  Tynans  from  a  whelk  whidi  he 
had  often  seen  on  the  beadi  near  Alexandria.  I  learned,  too, 
to  cultivate  an  acquMUtance  with  some  two  or  three  i^^edesof 
doris^  thi^  carry  their  arbomoeous,  tree*like  lungs  on  their 
baoks^  as  Macduff^s  soldiers  carried  the  boughs  of  Bimam 
wood  to  the  Hill  of  Dunsinane;  and  I  soon  acquired  a  sort  of 
afiection  for  certain  shells,  whidi  bore,  as  1  supposed,  a  more 
exoiao  aspect  than  their  neighbors.  Amoi^  these  were,  2Vo- 
ekus  ZUsyphimts^  with  its  fliane-lfte  markings  of  crimson,  on 
ft  ground  <^  paley»brown ;  PateUa  peUueida^  with  its  lustrous 
rays  of  vivid  blue  on  its  dark  epidermis,  that  resemble  the 
)9parks  of  a  firework  breaking  against  a  cloud ;  and  above  aU, 
Cfprtea  Jlhtropta^  a  not  rare  shell  &rther  to  the  north,  but  so 
Uttlelkbundant  in  the  Frith  of  Cromarty,  as  to  render  the  live 
animal,  when  once  or  twice  in  a  season  I  used  to  find  it  crei^ 
mg  on  the  laminana  at  tibe  extreme  outer  edge  of  the  tide- 
line,  witii  its  wide  orange  mantie  flowing  liberally  around  it, 
Bomewfaat  of  a  prize.  In  short,  the  tract  <^  sea-bottom  laid 
dry  by  the  ebb  ftmned  an  admirable  sdiool,  and  Uncle  Sandy 
an  escceUent  teacher,  under  whom  I  was  not  in  the  least  dis- 
posed to  trifle;  and  when,  long  after  I  learned  to  detect  old* 
ttMrine  bottoms  fi&r  out  of  sight  of  the  sea^ — now  amid  the  an* 
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«IMI  ^APettt^sovered  Syinteai  erf'  ^Mni  Sogtand,  atod 
opeim^  to  tbe  light  on  flonbd  hilMde  •mong  tke  Mownliilft 
limeslooes  <^  oor  owaoountrj,— J  kavse  felthow  Tory  mnflk 
I  owed  to  his  utstmctioiMi. 

His  &ot9  wanted  a  ToealHikry  adequately  fitted  to  ropnaent 
them ;  but  theugli  they  ^  laoked  a  commodity  of  good  namaa^'' 
tbey  ifi&t^  all  foimded  on  careful  observation,  and  ponened 
tbiit  first  dement  of  respeotabilityr^jperfectin^^  They 

were  all  acquired  by  himaelf.  I  owed  more,  howe^n  to  tbe 
bablt  of  oba^rraitioti  wluoh  he  assisted  me  in  fonudng,  than 
eveu  to  Ufl  &ete  themselves;  and  yet  some  of  these  wero  of 
Ugb  valiie.  He  has  shown  me,  ior  instance,  that  an  immsnaa 
graaltio  boqlder  in  the  neighborhood  of  die  town,  kaowo, 
ifor  ages  as  the  Clach  Malloch,  or  Cursed  Stone,  stands  so 
«BUMM^y  in  the  Ime  of  low  water,  that  tbe  lai^er  stream-tidea 
of  IfsffCh  and  Sept^miber  lay  diy  its  inner  side,  but  never  ito 
outer  one ; — ^round  the  oater  side  there  are  ahirays  from  two  to 
feur  hiebes<^wat^;Nand  soohhad  beenrtbe^ase  for  at  least  a 
bnadred  years  before,  in  his  &4ier^a  and  grandlathar'adi^ 
«—ervM«Me«npagh  of  itself,  I  have  heard  him  say,  that  die  rsiU 
atlve  levds  of  sea  and  limd  were  not  aiteriiig;  though  darisig 
ike  lapsed  century  the  waves  had  so  largely  encroached  oatha 
lew  Hat^^^iores,  that  elderly  men  of  his  acquaintance,  loon; 
snee  passed  away,  had  aetiially  held  the  ple«^  when  yoeag 
wiieee  ^key  had  hc^  the  nidd^  when  old.  He  need,  too,  lo 
pamt  out  4»  me  the  effect  of  cestain  winds  upon  the  tides.  A 
strong  hasty  gale  ftom  the  east,  if  cohietdsot  with  a  apring- 
lide,  a«rt  i^  the  waves  hi^  upon  the  beaeh,  add  cut  awsy 
ivbdle  roods  of  the  soil;  bnt  the  gales  (iuHt  usually  kspt-tha 
la^ertides  fiom  fiiUing  during  ebb  were  proloi^^  gaiee  fteaa 
theweetft  Aseries^these,  even  when  not  very  high,  leftnet 
w^raqnently  from  <Hie  to  two  feet  water  pound- the  €3aoh  Mai* 
loeh,  during  stieam-'tldea,  that  would  ethenvise  have  laid  its 
bottom  bare ;  a  proof;  he  used  to  say,  diat  the  German  Oeaan, 
from  ite  want  of  breadth,  could  not  be  beeped  ^  against  oifr 
eoaato  to  the  aaaae  ext^it,  by  tbe  violenee-of  a  very  poweiM 
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6Mfc  wind,  as  llie  Atlantic  by  At  Ibroe  of  a  oompam^v^ly  tasA: 
erate  westerly  one.  it  is  not  im^fobal^e  t^t  the  philosophy 
of  the  Drift  Carrent,  and  of  the  apparently  re-aetk>]iary'€Mf 
Stream,  may  be  embodied  in  this  simple  remark. 

The  woods  on  the  lower  slopes  of  l&e  Mil,  when  there  was 
no  access  to  the  zones  uncovered  by  the  ebb,  famished  me 
with  employment  of  another  kind.  I  learned  to  look  with  in- 
to^est  on  the  workings  of  certain  insects,  and  to  tmderstaad 
some  of  at  least  th^  ampler  instincts.  Hie  large  Diaidem 
Spid^,  whidi  spins  so  strong  a  web,  that.  In  pressiiig  my  wi^ 
tko'Oi^h.the  furze  thidcetSy  I  could  hear  its  white  silken  e&rir 
cradc  as  ihey  yielded  before  me,  and  whi<^  I  found  skiikd,  lik« 
an  ancient  magidan,  in  the  strange  art  of  rendering  itscSf  in- 
visible in  die  clearest  light,  was  an  espedal  &vOrite ;  fhov|^ 
its  great  size,  and  the  wild  stories  I  had  read  about  the  bit&  of 
its  cogener  the  tarantula,  mad€  me  cultivate  its  aoquakitanee 
somewhat  at  a  distance.  Often,  however,  have  I  stood  beside 
its  laige  web,  when  the  creature  occupied  its  pkoe  in  tiis 
ctetre,  and,  tou<Adng  it  with  a  withered  grass  stidJE,  I  hsva 
seen  it  sullenly  swing  on  the  in^s  ^^  with  its  hands,"  and  Utes 
shake  them  with  a  motion  so  rt^d,  that,*^&e  C^rathis,  the 
mother  of  the  Caliph  Vathek,  who,  when  her  hour  of  domn 
came,  ^  glanced  off  in  a  rapid  whirl,  winch  rendered  her  invi»> 
i^,"«-^the  eye  !&&led  to  see  either  web  or  insect  for  minutes 
togedier.  Nothing  appeals  more  powerfoUy  to  tiie  youth* 
ful  fimoy  ^an  those  coals,  rings,  and  amukts  of  eastern 
lore,  that  eonfened  on.  their  possessors  the  gift  of  invisibil« 
ily ;  and  I  deemed  it  a  great  matter  to  have  diseoverod  §Br 
myself  in  living  nature^  a  creatmre  a^uaily  possessed  of  aa 
amulet  of  this  kind,  that,  when  danger  Ihreateaed,  could  nadi 
into  inviidl»lity.  I  learned,  too,  to  take  an  especial  imtar^st  in 
what,  though  they  belong  to  a  difierent  ftmily,  are  knomi  as 
the  Water  Spiders  ;  and  have  watched  them  speeding  by  fits 
and  starts,  like  skaters  on  ice,  across  the  sur&ce  of  some 
woodland  spring  or  streamlet, — ^fearless  walkers  on  the  water, 
that,  with  true  faith  in  the  integrity  of  the  implanted  instinct, 
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never  madea  aliipwredi  in  Ui^  eddj  or  tank  in  tbe  pooL    lik 
to^eseMttb^irefttQro&ihat  WordaworlilraArsinoiM      kte 

<*0  steeis  thou  art  to  me 
A  llfthaiilp  iti<  dawn  UoMelf  doOi  ihov* 
U]»oii  ft  flreUUI  rivulet ;  now  mbovt. 
Now  Ml  the  water,  yexed  with  mockery." 

As  shown,  however,  to  the  poet  himself  on  one  oocasion,  som^ 
what  to  hk  disoom^rt,  by  assuredly  no  mean  authority, — ^Mr. 
James  Wilson,— the  **  vexed'*  **  fly,"  though  one  of  the  hemip- 
lennis  inseets,  nerer  uses  its  wings,  and  so  nerer  gets  ^  abov^ 
^kb  waiter.  Among  my  other  favorites  were  the  splendid  dra. 
gon-flieB,  the  ciimson-speckled  Burnet  moths,  and  the  small 
azore  butterflies,  t^t,  when  fluttering  among  delicate  hair* 
bells  and  (^imson^tipped  daisies,  used  to  suggest  to  me,  long 
ere  I  became  acquainted  with  the  pretty  flgure  of  Moore,*  or 
even  ere  the  figure  had  been  produced,  the  idea  of  flowers  that 
had  taken  to  flying.  The  wild  honey  bees,  too,  in  their  several 
qpedbs^  had  peculiar  diarms  fl)r  me.  There  were  the  bufl& 
oolored  carders,  that  erected  over  their  honey-jars  domes  of 
mess ;  the  lapidary  red-tipped  bees,  that  built  amid  the  re- 
oessea  of  ancient  eaims,  and  in  (Ad  dry  stone-Walls,  and  were 
so  invimnbly  brave  in  defending  their  homesteads,  that  they 
nearer  gave  up  the  quarr^  till  they  died ;  and,  above  all,  the 
yeUow-zoned  humble  bees,  Ihat  lodged  deep  in  the  ground 
idong  the  dry  sides  of  grassy  banks,  and  were  usually  wealthier 
in  h<Hiey  than  my  of  their  ec^nera,  and  existed  in  larger  com- 
nmnitieB.  But  the  herd-boys  of  the  parish,  and  the  foxes  of 
ilB  woods  and  br^es,  shared  in  my  interest  in  the  wild  honey 
beesi  and,  in  the  pursuit  of  something  else  4ihan  knowledge, 
-veremddess  robbers  of  their  nests.  I  often  observed,  that  the 
tey  wilh  all  his  reputed  i^rewdness,  is  not  particularly  know- 

*  ««IlKe  bfAQtifid  bloe  damwl  fly. 

That  flattered  round  ihe  jessamine  sterna, 
Like  winged  flowers  or  flying  gems.** 

PaRAOISB  Am  TBI  PBai. 
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big  on  Hie  sAject  of  bees.  H*  maim  as  dniji  c«l»«ij» 
wasp's  nest  as  on  fiutt  of  tbte  eavder  <»r  ImmUe^bea,  and  ^els^ 
I  doubt  not,  heartily  stung  for  his  pains ;  ior^baxf^m^  sbonna 
by  the  marks  of  his  teeth,  left  on  fragpnents  of  the  paper  combs 
scattered  about,  he  attempts  wiaag  the  yeung  wasps  in  the 
dirysalis  state,  the  undevoured  i^mains  secfm  to  argue  that  he 
is  but  little  pleased  with  them  as  fbod.  There  were  oobs^ob^ 
however,  in  which  even  the  herd-boys  met  with  only  iiisq»t 
pointment  in  their  bee-hunting  exeursions ;  and  in  one  no^ahld 
instance,  the  result  of  the  adrenture  used  to  J>e4^ken  of  in 
school  and  elsewhere,  under  our  breath  and  ineeeret^as^oaiie* 
thing  very  horrible.  A  party  of  boys  had  stoimed  a  hupahl^ 
bees'  nest  on  the  side  <^  the  old  chi^>el-brae,  aod,  ^*g£pi^g  iae 
wards  aloi^  the  narrow  winding  earth  passa^  tiifiy  at  kqglh 
came  to  a  grinning  human  skull,  and  saw  the  beea  issmg 
tUok  from  o«t  a  round  hole  at  its  ba8e,*-^e>Qf^»Mn.«iiVFfHMik 
The  wise  little  workers  had  actually,  formed  their  nest  withki 
the  hollow  of  the  head,  once  oooopied  by  the  busy  beaio.}  infl 
their  spoilers,  more  sorupiidous  than  Samsoft  rf  nid,  ■whnnfwwnii 
k>  have  enjoyed  the  meat  brought  &rth  outof  the  eater^iaaid 
the  sweetness  extracted  from  the  strong,  left  ia  leery  gaoal 
consternation  their  honey  all  to  themselves* 

One  of  my  discoveries  of  this  esdiy  pmod  wooild  hav^ludaii 
deemed  a  not  unimportant  one  by  the  geologist  AiBoqg.ite 
woods  of  the  hill,  a  short  half-mile  from  the.town^  dieire^«i>a 
morass  of  odmparatively  small  eztcut,  but  c<»is)derable  d^rtbi 
which  had  been  laid  op«i  by  the  bmcsting  of  a  wat^rq^eut  OP 
the  uplands,  and  in  which  tiie  dark  peaty  ehasm  Tfsmtm^:im^ 
closed,  though  the  event  had  hap|»eiied  .^re  m^labslbimiiiJA$A 
become  old  and  curious  enough  thoroughly  to  e3Q{^Qie:it.  rjt 
was.abladKmiryravuie,sometenortwelye&etiQ:4qpl^  iHm 
begs  around  waved  thick  with.silvery  wiUows  <if  WEMmm; 
but,  sticking  out  from  the  black  sides  of  the  mviae  itself,  and 
in  some  instances  stretched  across  it  irom  side  to  slde^  If^  the 
decayed  remams  of  hugognnta  of  the  vej^etaMe  world,  that  hid 
nourished  and  died  long  ages  ere,  in.at  least  oux"  northern  part 
of  the  islaDdi  the  course  of  history  had  begun«    There  wore 
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oaks  of  eBoraKws  girth,  into  -^hose  ooal-bkck  sabstanoe  one 
ooold  dag  aa  earily  with  a  pickaxe  as  one  digs  into  a  bank  of 
day  ;  md  at  least  one  noble  elm,  which  nm  across  the  litUa 
stlTeain  ^t  tridded,  rather  than  flowed,  along  the  bottom  of 
1^  hollow,  and  whidi  was  in  such  a  state  of  keeping,  that 
I  have  scooped  ont  of  its  trunk,  with  the  unassisted  hud,  a 
way  £at  the  water.    I  hare  fbund  in  the  ravine — ^which  I 
learned  very  inndi  to  like  as  a  scene  of  exploration,  thou^ 
I  never  failed  to  quit  it  sadly  bemired— handfuls  of  haxel* 
nuts,  of  the  ordinary  size,  bat  black  as  jet,  with  the  cups  of 
acorns,  and  widi  twigs  of  birch  that  still  retained  almost  un- 
changed their  silvery  outer  crust  of  bark,  but  whose  ligneous 
interior  existed  as  a  mere  pulp.    I  have  even  laid  open,  in 
layers  ^  a  sort  of  unctuous  day,  resembling  fuller's  earth, 
leaves  of  oak,  birch,  and  hazel,  that  had  fluttered  in  the  wind 
thousands  of  years  b^ore;  and  tliere  was  one  happy  day  in 
which  I  succeeded  in  digging  from  out  the  very  bottom  of 
the  excavation  a  huge  fragment  of  an  extraordinary-looking 
deer's  horn.    It  was  a  brOad,  massive,  strange-looking  piece  of 
bone,  evidently  old-&8hioned  in  its  type;  and  so  I  brought  it 
home  in  triumph  to  Unde  James,  as  the  antiquary  of  the  fiun- 
ily,  assured  that  he  could  tell  me  all  about  it.     Unde  Jamea 
paused  in  the  middle  of  his'woric ;  and,  taking  the  horn  in  his 
hand,  surveyed  it  Idsurely  on  every  side.     ^  That  is  the  horn, 
boy,"  he  at  length  said,  ^  of  no  deer  that  now  lives  in  this  coun* 
try.    We  have  the  red  deer,  and  the  fiillow  deer,  and  the  roe ; 
and  none  of  them  have  horns  at  all  like  that.    I  never  saw  an 
dk ;  but  I  am  pretty  sure  tins  broad,  plank4ike  horn  can  h6 
none  other  dian  the  horn  of  an  elk.''    My  unde  set  aside  hia 
work;  and,  taking  the  horn  in  his  hand,  went  out  to  the  diop 
of  a  cabinetmaker  in  the  neighborhood,  where  there  used  to 
work  from  five  to  six  journeymen.    They  all  gathered  round 
him  to  examine  it,  and  Agreed  in  the  dedsion  that  it  was  an 
entirely  different  sort  of  horn  from  any  borne  by  the  ^giM^wg 
deer  of  Scotiaad,  and  that  his  surmise  regarding  it  was  prob- 
d>ly  just.    And,  apparently  to  enhance  the  marvel,  a  ad^ 
bor,  who  was  lounging  in  the  shop  at  the  time,  remariMd,  m 
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a  tone  of  tsober  gravit j^  tbat  it  bad  Iqjix  in  the  Mpsa  of  the 
Willows  "  for  perhaps  half  a  century,"  There  was  positive 
anger  in  the  tone  of  mj  uncle's  reply.  "  Haifa  century,  Sir !  ]!" 
he  exclaimed ;  ^'  was  the  elk  a  native  of  Scotland  half  a  cen- 
tury ago  ?  There  is  no  notice  of  the  elk,  Sir^  in  British  his- 
tory. That  horn  must  have  lain  in  the  Moss  of  the  Willowy 
fcr  thousands  of  years  I  ''  Ah  ha,  lames,  ah  ha,"  ejaculated 
the  neighbor,  with  a  sc^tical  shake  of  the  head ;  hut  as 
oeither  he  Bor  any  one  else  dared  meet  my  uncle  on  historical 
pound,  the  controversy  took  end  with  the  ejaculation,  I 
8oon  added  to  the  horn  of  the  elk  that  of  a  roe,  and  part  of 
that  of  a  red  deer^  found  in  the  same  ravine;  and  the  neigh- 
bors^ impressed  l^y  Uncle  James's  view,  used  to  bring  ^traugers 
tp  look  at  them.  At  leii^gth,  unhappily,  a  relation  settled  in 
the  south,  who  had  ^own  me  kindness,  took  a  &npy  tp  them  ^ 
and,  smit  by  the  charms  of  a  goige^us  paint-box  which  he  had 
^t  sent  me,  I  made  them  over  to  hun  ontire.  They  foun4 
their  way  to  Iiondon,  and  were  ultimately  lodgpd  i^  Ijbe  col- 
lection of  some  obscure  virtuoso^  yirh^e  locality  or  pmie  | 
have  been  imable  to  trace. 

The  Cromarty  Sutora  have  their  two  lijne^  of  oa^es^— an  an- 
cient line  hollowed  by  the  waves  many  centuries  ago,  when  the 
sea  stood  in  relation  to  the  land»  &ovx  fifteen  to  thirty  feet 
higher  along  oar  shores  than  it  does  now ;  and  a  modem  .line^ 
which  the  surf  is  still  engaged  in  scoo^ii^  out.  Many  of  the 
older  cavesare  lined  with  stalactites,  deposited  by  springs  that| 
filteriog  through  the  cracks  and  fissures  of  the  gneiss,.find  lime 
enough  in  their  passage  to  acquire  what  is  known  as  a  petr^- 
ip^y  Ifaoi^gh,  in  reality^^  only  aa  encrusting  ^[uality.  And  these 
stalactites,  under  the  name  of  ^^  white  stones  made  by  the 
water,"  fi;>rmed  of  old^-^as  in  that  Cave  of  Slains  specially  mo- 
tioned by  Buchanan  and  the  Chroniclers,and  in  those  oaverns 
of  tjne  Peak  so  quaintly  deacubed  by  Cotton-— oi^e  of  the  grand 
marvels  of  the  place.  Almost  3]1  t)i&  old  gaz^tee^s  suf]9pient- 
ly  eoppwi  in  th4r  details  to  mention  Cromantiy  at  all,  refer  to 
ita  ^'  hwj^^Dg  Cave"  as  a  narveUous  marble-produeii^  oa^- 
fffn^  and  this  '^  Dropping  Cave"  ia  but  one  of  many  that  look 


out  ii|>oii  "die  SOS  fpoin  tfie  pTodlploeB  cf  lite  Boatfteni  Sotor,  in 
wbose  dark  recesses  the  drqps  ever  tinkle,  and  the  stony  cell* 
inga  ever  grow.  The  wond^  could  not  httve  been  deemed  a 
great  or  v^eay  rare  one  by  a  man  like  die  late  Sir  George  Mao- 
kenzie  of  Coed,  well  known  ^m  Ms  traveb  in  Iceland,  and 
Ms  experiments  on  die  inflammability  of  the  diamond ;  but  it 
BO  happjened,  that  Sir  ^borge,  curious  to  see  what  sort  of  stones 
to  v/Mck  the  old  gazetteers  refbrred,  inade  appiioation  to  t^ 
minister  of  llie  pariiAfar  a  set  of  spedmeos;  and  Oe  minister 
iftraightway  'deputed  tbe  commiSRcfn,  which  he  believel  to  be 
not  a  difficQdt  one,  to  one  of  his  poorer  parishotiBrs,  on  old 
lUE^er,  as  a  means  of  puttii^  a  few  sMBin^  in  his  way. 

It  so  happened,  however^  that  tli^  nailer  had  loot  his  wifii 
by  a  sad  accident,  oidy  a  fbw  weeks  before ;  and  tlie  story 
went  abroad  that  the  poor  woman  was,  as  liie  townspeople 
expressed  it,  ^  coming  back.''  She  had  been  very  suddenly 
hurried  out  of  the  woHd.  When  going  down  die  ^uay,  affcer 
nightfidi  one  evening,  widi  a  parcel  of  clean  linen  for  a  sailor, 
her  relative,  she  h^  missed  footmg  on  die  pier  edge,  and; 
haM^bramed,  haUl^browned,  had  been  found  in  die  mornings 
atone  dead,  at  the  bottom  Of  lise  harbor.  And  now,  as  if 
pressed  %j  some  unsettled  bunness,  she  used  to  be  seen,  it  was 
atdd,  liovering  after  nigfat&ll  about  iier  old  dwelling,  or  sauit* 
tering  along  die  ne%hboring  street ;  nay,  there  were  oceai> 
fflons,  aeobrding  to  the  general  report,  in  which  she  had  eyen 
exdufflged  wcards  with  some  of  the  neighbors,  litde  to  their 
aaf  isfiKsdon.  Ukb  words,  however,  seemed  in  every  instance 
to  have  wondbrfblly  little  to  do  widi  the  t&m  of  anodier 
wixtld.  -IteoBManiber  seeingthe  wift  of  a  neighbor  rui^  iato 
my  mother's  one  evening  about  this  time,  speeddess  widi  ter* 
rWy  and  deckle,  after  an  awful  panse,  during  which  she  had 
laat  half  ttsdog  in  a  chidr,  that  dbe  had  just  seen  Christy. 
Shib  had  been  engaged,  a«  die  night  was  &lling,  but  ere  dark^ 
ness  had  quite  set  in,  in  pifing^  up  a  load  of  brushwood  fbr 
IM  outside  her  4oor,  when  up  started  the  spectre  on  the  other  ^ 
aide  of  die  heap,  attired  in  the  ordbaxy  work-day  garb  of  the 


n  sr  fMnoou  AKi>  0cm)O!ucAsnms; 

deoeftted,  viidy  Id  a  light  and  Imnied  tone,  asked^ns  CSsistj 
miglit  lisve  done  ere  tbe  £ital  accident,  l&r  a  share  of  the 
bnuliwood.  *'  Give  me  some  of  that  kag,^  said  the  ghost  ; 
**  you  hare  plenty, — I  have  none."  It  was  not  known  whether 
or  no  the  nailer  had  seen  the  apparition ;  but  it  was  pretty 
eertainhehdieredinit;  and  as  the  ^Dropping  Caye^' is  both 
dark  and  aolitsry,  andhadlbrtj  years  ago  a  bad  name  to  boot^ 
-^for  the  mermaid  had  be^i  observed  disporting  in  fit)nt  of  it 
even  at  mid-day,  and  lights  seen  and  screams  heard  from  it 
at  nights, — it  must  have  been  a  rather  formidable  place  to  a 
man  living  in  Hie  momentary  expectation  of  a  visit  £rom  a 
dead  wi^  So  &r  as  ooidd  be  ascertmed, — for  the  nailer 
himself  was  rather  close  in  the  matter, — he  had  not  Altered 
ibe  cave  at  alL  He  seemed,  jud^ng  from  the  marks  of  scrap- 
ing left  along  the  aides  for  about  two  or  three  feet  from  the 
narrow  opening,  to  have  taken  his  stand  outside,  where  the 
light  was  good,  and  the  way  of  retreat  clear,  and  to  have  raked 
outwards  to  him,  as  j&r  as  he  could  readi,  all  that  stuck  to 
the  waOs,  induing  ropy  slime  and  mouldy  damp,  but  not  one 
particle  of  stalactite.  It  was  of  course  seen  that  his  specimens 
would  not  suit  Sir  George ;  and  the  minister,  in  the  extremity 
of  the  case,  applied  to  my  uncles,  though  with  some  little  un- 
willingness, as  it  was  known  that  no  remuneration  for  their 
tiiouble  could  be  offered  to  them.  My  undes  were,  however, 
delighted  with  the  commission, — ^it  was  all  for  the  benefit  of 
science ;  and,  providing  themselves  with  tordies  and  a  hammer, 
^ey  set  out  for  the  caves.  And  I,  of  course,  accompanied 
diem, — ^a  very  happy  boy, — armed,  like  themselves,  wili  ham- 
mer and  torch,  and  prepared  devoutedly  to  labor  in  behalf  of 
science  and  Sir  George. 

I  had  never  before  seen  the  caves  by  tordi-light ;  and  though 
what  I  nowwitnessed  did  not  quite  come  up  to  what  I  had 
read  regarding  the  Grotto  of  Aniiparos,  or  even  the  wonders 
of  the  Peak,  it  was  unquestionably  both  strange  and  fine.  The 
celebrated  Dropping  Cave  prov^  inferior — as  is  not  unfre- 
quently  the  case  with  the  celebrated — to  a  cave  almost  en* 


^ 


larel^  i^nhiowiHwIuch  ojMned  among  tJiexobk*  alittle  ftvtlMr 
to  the  east ;  and  yet  even  it  had  its  iuterest.  It  widened,  aa 
one  entered,  into  a  twilight  chamber,  green  with  velvety  moaaea^ 
that  love  the  damp  and  the  shade ;  and  terminated  in  a  range 

of  cry  stalline  wells,  fed  by  the  perpetual  dropping,  and  hollowed 
in  y^hat  seenxed  an  altar-piece  of  the  deposited  zoarble.    And 
above,  and  along  the  sides,  there  depended  many  a  drajped  fi)ld| 
Qnd.  hung  many  a  translucent  icicle.    The  other  caye,  how- 
ever, we  found  to  be  of  much  greater  extent,  and  of  more  vi^ 
ried  chiu'acter.    It  is  one  of  three  caves  of  Uie  old  coast  lin«^ 
known  as  the  Doocot  or  Pigeon  Caves,  which  open  upon  a 
piece  of  rocky  beach,  overhung  by  a  rudely  semioux^ular  rangp 
of  gloomy  precipices.     The  points  of  the  semicirde  project  on 
either  side  into  deep  water, — ^into  at  least  water  so  much  deeper 
than  the  fall  of  ordinary  neaps,  that  it  is  only  during  the  ebb 
of  stream  tides  that  the  place  is  accessible  by  land ;  and  in  each 
of  these  bold  promontories, — the  terminal  horns  of  the  cres- 
cent,— there  is  a  cave  of  the  present  coast-line,  deeply  hollow- 
ed, in  which  the  sea  stands  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  depth 
when  the  tide  is  at  full,  and  in  which  the  surf  thunders,  whea 
gales  blow  hard  from  the  stormy  north-east,  with  the  roar  of 
whole  parks  of  artillery.     The  cave  in  the  western  promon- 
tory, which  bears  among  the  townsfolk  the  name  of  the  "  Puir 
Wife's  Meal  Kist,"  has  its  roof  drilled  by  two  small  perfora- 
tions,— ^the  largest  of  them  not  a  great  deal  wider  than  the 
blow;-hole  of  a  porpoise, — that  open  externally  among  the  cli£b 
above ;  and  when,  during  storms  from  the  sea,  the  huge  wavea 
come  rolling  ashore  like  green  moving  walls,  there  are  cer- 
tain times  of  the  tide  in  which  they  shut  up  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  and  so  compress  the  air  within  that  it  rushes  upwards 
through  the  openings,  roaring  in  its  escape  as  if  ten  whales 
were  blowing  at  once,  and  rises  from  amid  the  crags  overhead 
in  two  white  jets  of  vapor,  distinctly  visible,  to  the  height  of 
from  sixty  to  eighty  feet     If  there  be  critics  who  have  deemed 
it  one  of  the  extravagancies  of  Goethe  that  he  should  have 
given  life  and  motion,  as  in  his  famous  witch-scene  in  ^^  Faust," 
to  the  Hartz  crags,  they  would  do  well  to  visit  this  bold  head- 


nBn  ourfn^  flovn6  winter  t^nfteist  irafiti  vi9  MM^*  iliia'fHBd  'Ub 
dmsriplioii  perfectly  sol>€9r  and  *  trail  t*--^ 


,  oh  bol 

Bow  tb^  aoort  and  how  they  blow." 

W^H&iQ,  at  tli6  bottettk  et  ^le  cMsocnt,  aflHl  M^kfife  tiMr  ^d!fe 
nstBT  f««im  irlieii  st  llie  fUtt^st,  -#«  fbo&d  the  lii<g»  -pigeaii 
ottre  wbldi  we  Imd  oome  to  explore,  hsHotv^Ar  about  ^liiai- 
dred  and  fifty  ftet;  in  th^  line  of  a  fittdi  Tbem  nikui-  aoroeB 
Ae  opening  tbe  broken  vemam*  <^  &  wnD  elected  Irf  scnne 
ittODOfKdisii^  pfoprietof  of  tbe  neighboring  lands,  '«itlt  tin 
Intention  of  applxypfiatif^  to  UbEnself  1^  pigeon&of  iHb  oar- 
em;  bat  Ids  day,  even  at  Hiis  time,  bad  been  lo&g'gOB»  by, 
and  theiraiihad  sunk  into  a  rain.  Aaweadvaia(oed,lii&eave 
caogbt  tile  edioes  of  onr  Ibotstcfia,  and  a  flock  of  pigeons, 
startled  from  Hieir  nests,  eame  wbindng  ont,  almost  brasim^ 
ns  witii  their  wings.  Tbe  damp  fioor  somnied  holknr  to  oar 
tread ;  we  san^  the  green  mossy  sides,  whi^  dose  in  Uie  «n- 
oertdn  light,  more  tluui  twenty  feet  overhead,  fhrrowed  by 
Tidges  of  stalactltBB,  that  became  whiter  »id  pnrer  as  tbey  re- 
tii^  fltym  the  vt^etable  inflaenoes ;  and  marked  that  the  last 
jilant  which  appearcid  as  we  wended  our  way  iotwaid  w«s  a 
minute  green  m«iss,  abont  half  an  inch  in  length,  vdiidi  eJant- 
ed  outwards  on  the  prondnenees  of  the  sides,  and  ori^ay  nyr- 
iads  "of  similarspr%s  of  moss,  longbe^>ireeonTeited  into  Mono, 
biit  which,  fidthlbl  in  death  to  the  ttaibig  law  ot  Iheir  ifres, 
sliiH  penited,  like  the  others,  to  the  free  air  and  t^  llg|a. 
And  then,  in  the  deeper  recesses  of  the  eate,  where  the  floor 
becomes  covered  with  uneven  sheets  of  stalagmite,  and  where 
long  fi^»ear-like  icicles  and  drapexy-like  foldings,  pare  as  tlie 
marble  of  the  sedptor,  descend  from  above,  or  hung  pendent 
over  the  sides,  w«  foaod  in  abundance  magnificent  speoimetis 
finrt^Geoige.  Ibe  entire  expedition  was  one  of  wondroos 
interest ;  and  I  leturned  next  day  to  sehool^  big  with  descrip- 
iion  and  narrative,  to  excite,  by  truths  m<ffe  marvelloas  than 
potion,  the  oaxsoei^  of  my  chisB-lbilowa. 

'  I  haA  previously  intrpdoeed  themrto  Oe  marvels  of  lh0hi]I ; 


q8>WEiroiy<)yiBrjg»y(Mfiropfa  » 


companied  me  in  mj  ejeiaawQn»U>il>.    Butitliad£uled,«oiiMi» 

how,  to  catch  their  ^aoy.    It  was  too  solitary,  and  too  fiur 

from  home,  and  as  a  scene  of  amusement,  not  at  all  equal 

to  the  tawnJinks,  where  they  could  play  at  ^*  shinty,"  and 

*^  Frepaik  UDd  English,"  itlmost  wUlw  Aa«/  of  theiir  panents^ 

h<M»eetetidsi   Thaveiy  ti^QtaJ)Qogit^  flt^  mossy  samniitiove^ 

whidi,  aoeQ9?di9g  to  tradilifCH^  WaU4^  had  oape  dxivea  Mbro 

hixxLon.baadlong  lout  Astro^g  body  o£  Englisl^aod  which 

vSiS'  ^studhr  motdod' with*  swswlcbral  *^TT^^y  still  vwihla  <MT>*d 

tb3healli,&i]0d.in*«i»y  9urhedd«gr^to  fsagf^  ttrnm;  and 

tiK>u|^  thsty  lilL^  w^  ea«st^  tiQ  hfifit  #hout  tiie  cavas,  they 

flfijeaed  tt  }mm  so  isery  grettk  desire  iwi.  ssq  them*    Th^ns 

wMy  hBit^mtgj m^  Iktla  &U«w»  whQ  8«t  «t  t)i^  Latinlorim— 

tjbe  JO(iemhei:of :  a  class  lQwer;|tfid  brighter  thw  tbe  }^¥yxm»f 

thflwfgh  itwssBat  psTtacwiarly  Iwrig^t  Ji0itfrsr,?r-wh9  difihred  in 

t)iis  ]ae9|^»gtfrQm.stt the otli^    Hw^gh  h^  w^smy jumor hf 

aboi^  a.twel:nama»th,  «rA  sdi^iHrt^r  Jikj  about  J^  ^a  head*  he 

was adJiUggsithoy  ia qy^ tk^  <qksw9iajr Schopt  in  whu^h In^a 

were.so;r^rely:dl)Jg^ti  and*  for  bisy^acs^  a  tboipvighly  .«iQ»- 

slble  oms^  wilbont  a  grain  .of  tt^  dr^m^  in  hii^  spc^positipy* 

I  weeoeded,  hQur^sYfor,  npt?diidb^lw>44<)g  his  sta^i^eitj,  in  infect 

i^bim  .thQ]?(4)|^ywilb  my  p^ialAsir  t£tAl;ssi>a^d  leaned  to 

iQTe him  y^xm^ l#«tly  b^^u^e  k^  dQ\i>l^d  my  amusp- 

m«e9titsby  fihariog  in  tbemi  a^d  j^dy^  Jl  dare  say,^ — ^  th^prin- 

c^pl^  ixn  .Tbiph.Ma^Plxiet  prefejrrodhis  old  wi&  to  JUs^  y^ung 

q|le,rr-beqf^u|e  "b^.bfjiey^ in m^"    Pevot^d  tehwa as  Q^- 

libaaJn  the  jT^p^/.tp  b|s  £ri«fnd  3?r^M^ulf)^-Fr- 

^I  showed  him  the  best  springs,  I  plucked  him  berries, 
Add  rwiOi  my  tang  jntit  did  dig  Um  ^i^imtfl.'* 

SBromnosU^ M.tbia  Oj^eawoB  was  Imgely  ^x^ited  l^.my  de* 
sscip^on  of  .Ae  Jiow»b  Gme^ ;  aswi^  settii^g  o#  one  mornisg 
to  sa^oeeitft  vonAevs^anned  with  Joba  Fsd^es's  h^n^mer^in 
tbabsnsfits  jof  wJnsb  my  friend  was  psro^tt^  libi^ally  to 
share,  ws  Ailed,  for  tha*  day  afe  least,  in  fiiidi«giOur  wi^.  ba^ 
k^SBoa  AyIts«a^;Mf.ssBtag  moci^i^  dwt^iyiitk  a^iy  little 
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CDrioiMi  iHend  beside  me,  I  stood  on  the  beacb  oppos^  ^e 
eastern  promontory,  that,  irith  its  stem  granitic  wall,  bars  ac- 
cess for  ten  days  out  of  every  fourteen  to  the  wonders  of  tiie 
I>ooeot ;  and  saw  it  stretebing  proTokingly  out  into  the  green 
water,  h  was  hard  to  be  disappointed  and  the  cave  so  near. 
The  tide  was  low  neap,  and  if  we  wanted  a  passage  dry-sbod, 
it  bebored  US  to  wait  for  at  least  a  week;  botneither  of  ns 
miderstood  the  phOosophy  of  neap-tides  at  the  period.  I  was 
quite  sure  I  had  got  round  at  low  water  with  my  uncles  not  a 
great  niany  days  bdbre,  and  we  both  inferred,  tiiat  if  we  but 
mioeeeded  in  getting  round  now,  it  would  be  quite  a  pleasure 
to  wiut  among  the  caves  inside  until  such  time  as  the  Ml  of 
Ae  tide  should  lay  bare  a  passage  for  our  return.  A  narrow 
and  broken  shelf  runs  along  the  promontory,  on  which,  bj  the 
assistance  of  t^e  naked  toe  and  the  toe-naO,  it  is  just  posmble 
to  creep.  We  succeeded  in  scrambling  up  to  it ;  and  then, 
crawling  outwards  on  all  fours, — the  predpice,  as  we  proceed- 
ed, beetling  more  and  more  fbrmidable  ttom  above,  and  the 
water  becoming  greener  and  deeper  below, — ^we  reached  the 
outer  point  of  the  promontory ;  and  then  doubling  the  cape 
on  a  still  narrowing  margin, — ^the  water,  by  a  reverse  process^ 
becoming  shallower  and  less  green  as  we  advanced  inwards, — 
we  found  the  ledge  terminating  just  where,  after  clea;ring  the 
sea,  it  overhung  the  gravelly  beach  at  an  elevation  of  nearly 
ten  feet.  Adown  we  both  dropped,  proud  of  our  success ;  up 
splashed  the  rattling  gravel  as  we  fell ;  and  for  at  least  the 
whole  coming  week — though  we  were  unaware  of  the  extent 
of  our  good  luck  at  the  time — ^the  marvels  of  &e  Doocot  Ckve 
might  be  regarded  as  solely  and  exclusively  our  own.  For  one 
short  seven  days, — ^to  borrow  emphasis  £rom  the  phraseolc^  of 
Carlyle, — ^  they  were  our  own,  and  no  other  man  V 

The  first  few  hours  were  hours  of  sheer  enjoyment.  The 
lai^cr  cave  proved  a  mine  of  marvels  and  we  found  a  great 
deal  additional  to  wonder  at  on  the  slopes  beneath  the  preci- 
pices, and  along  the  piece  of  rooky  sea-beach  in  f5pont.  We 
succeeded  in  discovering  for  ourselves,  in  creeping,  dwarf 
bnshes,  that  told  of  the  Mightang  mAience  of  the  sea-spray ; 


s^y^  in^ardeo/s  and  shrub^eri^;  aad  Qa4^  d^pl^-«hiided4lQp« 
€£^  lea^uejd ^^igaii^t  o^e  of  the.s^eper  jprecipio^  w«  de|ificl(84 
the  .3weei>:SceQted  >roodru£r  of  the  flow^r-p^t  iiii^  ftrl^KIV^ 
witl^  its  pretty  yerticillate  leavea,  that  become  the  more.  o^Oi- 
ifer<^a  the  more  they  are  crushed,  and  ita  white  delicate  flon^ 
era,   ^  There,,  too,  immediately  ia  the  op^^uog  of  the  d^of^ 
eave^  where  a  si^l  stream  came  patteriug  in  detached  drop« 
p:Qm  th^  over-])eetlinjg  precipice  abovci  Jdke  the  first  drops  of 
a  heavy  .thunder-show^,  i we  found^  the  hot^  l^itter  scunry  gEaa0| 
witjh  its  n^inute  cruciform  flowers,  which  the  gr^  Captain 
Codjfi  had  used  in  his  voyages ;  above  all,  there  were  the  cavei| 
with  their  pigeons,— rwhite,  variegated,  <^ld  blue,— *«Qd  theii; 
mysterious  and  gloomy  depths,  in  which  plants  hardened  intq 
stone,  and  water  became  marble.   In  a  short  time  we  had  hfokr 
en  off  with  our  ^mmer  whole  podt^tfuLs  of  stalactites  and 
petrified  mpss,  Xhere  ^ere  little  pools  at  the  side  of  the  cave^ 
ifurhere  we  coul^  see  the  work  of  congelation  going  on,  as  at  the 
eonomenceo^ent  of  an  October  firost,  when  the  cold  north  wind 
ruffles,  and  biit  barely  ruffles,  the  surfaceW  some  mountain 
lochan  or  sluggish  moorland  stream,  and  shows  the  newly 
formed.needles  of  ice  projecting  mole-like  from  the  shores  int^ 
the  water.    So  rapid  was  the  course  of  deposition,  that  there 
were  cases  in  which  the  sides  of  the  hollows  seemed  growing 
almost  in  proportion  as  the  water  rose  in  them ;  the  springs, 
lipping  over,  deposited  their  minute  crystals  on  the  edges ;  and 
the  reservoirs  deepened  and  became  more  capacious  as  their 
mounds  were  built  up  by  this  curious  masonry.    The  long 
telescopic  prospect  of  the  sparkling  sea,  as  viewed  from  the 
inner  extremity  of  the  cavern,  while  all  around  was  dark  as 
midnight, — ^the  sudden  gleami  of  the  sea-gull,  seen  for  a  mo- 
ment from  the  recess,  as  it  ffltted  past  in  the  sunshine, — the 
black  heaving  bulk  of  the  grampus,  as  it  threw  up  its  slender 
jets  of  spray,  and  then,  turning  downwards,  displayed  its  glossy 
back  and  vast  angular  fin,— even  the  pigeons,  as  they  shot 
whizzing  by,  one  moment  scarce  visible  in  the  gloom,  the  next 
radiant  in  the  li^it, — all  acquired  a  new  interest,  from  the  pe« 
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6Dl?arHy  of  the  Htting  in  whh^h  we  saw  them.    They  fimaecl 
ft  series  of  sun-^lt  yignettes,  framed  in  jet ;  and  it  was  hmg 
ere  we  tired  of  seeing  and  admiring  in  them  much  of  tbe 
strange  and  the  beaatiful.     It  ^d  seem  rather  ominoos,  how- 
er^er,  and  perhaps  somewhat  sapemataral  to  boot,  that  about 
an  hour  after  noon,  the  tide,  while  there  was  jet  a  foil  fiitkom 
of  water  beneath  the  brow  of  the  promontorj,  oeased  to  &SL, 
and  then,  after  a  qoarter  of  an  hour's  space,  began  actually  to 
creep  upwards  on  the  beach.     But  just  hoping  that  there  mighi 
be  some  mistake  in  the  matter,  which  the  evening  tide  'would 
scarce  fail  to  rectify,  we  continued  to  amuse  ourselves,  and  to 
hope  on.     Hour  after  hour  passed,  lengthening  as  the  shadows 
lengthened,  and  yet  the  tide  still  rose.     The  sun  had  sunk  be- 
hind the  precipices,  and  all  was  gloom  along  their  bases,  and 
double  gloom  in  their  caves;  but  their  rugged  brows  still 
caught  the  red  glare  of  evefning.     The  flush  rose  higher  and 
higher,  chased  by  the  shadows ;  and  then,  after  lingering  for 
a  moment  on  their  crests  of  honeysuckle  and  juniper,  passed 
away,  and  the  whole  became  sombre  and  gray.    The  sea^goll 
sprang  upwards  from  where  he  had  floated  on  the  ripple,  and 
Ided  him  slowly  away  to  his  lodge  in  his  deep-sea  stack ;  the 
dusky  cormorant  flitted  past,  with  heavier  and  more  frequent 
stroke,  to  his  whitened  shelf  high  on  the  precipice ;  the  pig- 
eons came  whizzing  downwards  from  the  uplands  aod  the 
opposite  land,  and  disappeared  amid  the  gloom  of  their  caves ; 
every  creature  that  had  wings  made  use  of  them  in  speeding 
homewards  \  but  neither  my  companion  nor  myself  had  any  ; 
and  there  was  no  possibility  of  getting  home  without  them« 
We  made  desperate  ^orts  to  scale  the  precipices,  and  on  two 
several  occasions  succeeded  in  reaching  mid-way  shelves  among 
the  crags,  where  the  sparrowhawk  and  the  raven  build ;  but 
though  we  had  climbed  well  enough  to  render  our  return  a 
matter  of  bare  possibility,  there  was  no  possibility  whatever  of 
getting  farther  up ;  the  cliffs  had  never  been  scaled  before, 
and  they  were  not  destined  to  be  scaled  now.    And  so,  as 
the  twilight  deepened,  and  the  precarious  footing  became  every 
moment  more  doubtful  and  precarious  still,  we  had  just  to 
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gi^e  up  in  despair.  <<  Wonldn^t  <mre  for  mjmM^  said  ^ 
po<ir  Ikde  feHow,  my  ootnpaiiion,  bnrstiiig  into  tears,  **if  it 
were  not?  fer  my  mother;  but  wliat  will  mj  motber  say f 
**  Wouldn't  care  nether,"  said  I,  witii  a  lieavy  heart;  "but 
ii^i  JQst  back  water,  and  we'll  get  out  at  twall."  We  retreated 
together  into  one  of  the  shallower  and  drier  caves,  and,  oleaiv 
in^  a  little  spot  of  its  rough  stones,  and  then  groping  along  the 
Toeks  for  the  dry  grass  that  in  the  spring  season  liangs  from 
tliem  in  wi&ered  tufts,  we  formed  for  ourseWes  a  most  uneom- 
fbrtable  bed,  and  lay  down  in  one  another's  arms.  For  the 
last  fow  hours  mountainous  piles  of  douds  had  been  rising 
dark  imd  stormy  in  the  searmouth :  ^j  had  flared  porten- 
tously in  the  setting  sun,  and  Iiad  worn,  with  the  decline  of 
evening,  almost  every  meteoric  tint  of  anger,  from  fiery  red  to 
a  sombre  thundious  brown,  and  from  sombre  brown  to  doleful 
black.  And  we  could  now  at  least  hear  what  they  portended, 
though  we  could  no  longer  see.  The  rising  wind  began  to 
howl  mournfully  amid  the  cli£&,  and  the  sea,  hitherto  so  si- 
lent, to  beat  heavily  against  the  shore,  and  to  boom,  like  dis- 
tress-guns, from  the  recesses  of  the  two  deep-sea  caves.  We 
could  hear,  too,  the  beating  rain,  now  heavier,  now  lighter,  as 
the  gusts  swelled  or  sank ;  and  the  intermittent  patter  of  the 
streamlet  over  the  deeper  cave,  now  driving  against  the  preci* 
pices,  now  descending  heavily  on  the  stones. 

My  companion  had  only  the  real  evils  of  the  case  to  deal 
witli,  and  so,  the  hardness  of  our  bed  and  the  coldness  of  the 
night  considered,  he  slept  tolerably  well ;  but  I  was  unlucky 
enough  to  have  evils  greatly  worse  than  the  real  ones  to  annoy 
me.  The  corpse  of  a  drowned  seaman  had  been  found  on  the 
beadi  about  a  month  previous,  some  forty  yards  frt)m  where 
we  lay.  The  hands  and  feet,  miserably  contracted,  and  corru- 
gated into  deep  folds  at  every  joint,  yet  swollen  to  twice  their 
proper  size,  had  been  bleached  as  white  as  pieces  of  alumed 
sheep-skin ;  and  where  the  head  should  have  been,  there  ex- 
isted only  a  sad  mass  of  rubbish.  I  had  examined  the  body, 
as  young  people  are  apt  to  do,  a  great  deal  too  curiously  for 
my  peace;  and,  though  I  had  never  done  the  poor  naioelefla 
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WMMaaDf  Imkhi^IdoiiU  not  ]iaw.s«flfenid,iB«9reifin99a|te 
dnxiDg  that  ingianoholy  nigbti  bad  I  been  Ud  ^myd^fatpp* 
SkqiuDg  Mr  waking,  be  wjn  oopdiiauaUy  be&xi»  piie.  £9ii^ 
tine  I  drQ|i|)ed  into  a  dova,  he  vaold  oosx^  a^JMi^-W  ^ 
btacb  &am  tfie  spot  wbera  be  bad  l^jvi,  vitb  bia  atiff  wb^  fiir 
fen,  tbatatnok  onfc  likeeagW  toes,  and  bia  pa}e,^b9^MSKi^|»ii)f 
Qfftbead,apd.atteropiatrikiBgnw;  aodtbenliWOiildapy^kaA 
with  a  atart,  ding  to.  my  aofipank>n»  and  neoMyoliier  Hihut/tbe 
dnoKned  aailotr  bad  bun  festeEinfl  awioftff  tb#  idfintiaal  banahea 
of  BttMreed  tbat  atiU  sotted  on  tbe  beadi  not  t^  ^fUmt-mt^ 
away*  The  near neig^barhood  of  aacmrepf  Uywg  buodtei 
would  baTaiospired  leas  boECor  than  the  iseeoUeotion  of  thai 
ane  dead  aeainan, 

Towaxda  midnight  the  aky  okared  and  the  wind  &U,  and 
the  moon,  in  her  lastqnarter,roae  redas  a  maaa  of  heated  jioa 
out  of  theaea.  Wecrept  down,  in  the uaofortaia light,  over  tba 
lough  aLippery  craga,  to  aacertain  whether  the  ti^  iiad  not 
fidlen  auffioiently  &r  to  yield  na  a  passage.;  but  mefmfpd  the 
waves  chafing  among  the  rocka  just  where  the  ^tide-liiie  bad 
Ideated  twelve  hours bel^e,  and  a  full  &tbom. of  s^  endaqni^ 
the  base  of  the  prompntory.  A  glimmering  idea  df  the  seal 
nature  of  our  situation  at  length  crossed  my  mind.  It  was  iiol 
imprisonment  for  a  tide  to  which  we  had  consigned  puraelves; 
it  was  imprisonment  lor  &week.  There  was  little  .Gomfi}rt 
in  the  thought,  arising,  as  it  did,  amid  the  diills  and  terronaof 
a  dreary  midnight ;  and  I  looked  wistfully  on  the  sea  as  our 
only  path  of  escape.  There  was  a  vessel  crossing  the  wiJce  of 
the  moon  at  the  time,  scarce  half  a  mile  frcnn  the  shore;  and, 
assisted  by  my  companion,  I  began  to  shout  at  the  top  of  my 
hmga,in  the  hope  of  bekig  beard  by  the  sailors.  Wesawber 
dim  h\]ik  falling  slowly  athwart  the  red  glittering  belt  of  light 
tbat^badTeyidered  her  visible,  and  then  disappearing  in  the 
murky  Uackness ;  and  just  as  we  lost  sight  of  h^  forever,  we 
could  hear  an  indistinct  sound  mingling  with  the  dadi  of  the 
waTes,-4he  shout,  in  reply,  of  the  stio'tled  helmsman.  The 
vessel,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  was  a  large  stone-lighter, 
deq^ly  .teden,,andunfimuabed  with  a  boat ;  nor  were  her  0rew 
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Cit  all  sure  that  it  wcmld  have  been  safe  to  atteoi  to-tiM  i 
night  Toioe  from  amid  the  rcx^s,  even  had  tiiey  tin  laeant  of 
csommunioation  with  the  shore.  We  waited  on  aad  on,  hoi«r- 
ever,  now  shouting  by  turns,  and  now  shouting  tqgether ;  but 
there  was  no  seoond  reply ;  and  at  length,  }oiKng  hopa,  we 
groped  our  way  back  to  our  comfortless  bed,  jmt  as  the  tida 
haA  again  turned  on  the  beaoh,  and  the  waves  began  to  wM 
upwards  higher  aad  higher  at  every  dask 

As  the  moon  rose  and  brightened,  the  dead  seaman  beoune 
leas  troublesome ;  and  I  had  succeeded  in  dropping  as  soimdl  j 
mi^^eep  as  my  compamoD,  when  we  were  both  aroused  by  a  loud 
About.  We  started  up,  and  again  crept  downwards  among 
tbe  crags  to  the  shore ;  and  as  we  reached  the  sea,  the  shoot 
"was  repeated.  It  was  that  of  at  least  a  dozen  hardi  voices 
united.  There  was  a  brief  pause,  followed  by  another  shout ; 
and  then  two  boats,  strongly  manned,  shot  round  the  western 
promontory,  and  the  men,  resting  on  their  oars,  turned  towards 
tiie  rock,  and  shouted  yet  again.  The  whole  town  had  been 
idarmed  by  the  intelligence  that  two  little  boys  had  stra^led 
away  in  the  morning  to  the  rocks  of  the  southern  Sutor,  and 
bad  not  found  their  way  back.  The  precipices  had  been  a 
scene  of  frightful  accidents  from  time  immemorial,  and  it  wa» 
at  onse  inferred  that  one  other  sad  accident  had  been  added  to 
the  number.  True,  there  were  cases  remembered  of  pec^le 
having  been  tide-bound  in  the  Doocot  Caves,  and  not  much 
the  worse  in  consequence ;  but  as  the  caves  were  inaccessible 
during  neaps,  we  could  not,  it  was  said,  possibly  be  in  them ; 
and  the  sole  remaining  ground  of  hope  was,  that,  as  had  hap- 
pened <Hice  before,  only  one  of  the  two  had  been  killed,  and 
that  the  survivor  was  lingering  among  the  rocks,  afraid  to  o(»ne 
home.  And  in  this  belief  when  the  moon  rose  and  the  surf 
fell,  the  two  boats  had  been  fitted  out.  It  was  late  in  the  morn- 
ing ere  we  reached  Cromarty,  but  a  crowd  on  the  beach  await- 
ed our  arrival ;  and  there  were  anxious-looking  lights  glancing 
in  the  windows,  thick  and  manifold ;  nay,  such  was  the  inter- 
est elicited,  that  some  enormously  bad  verse,  in  which  the 
writer  described  the  incident  a  few  days  after,  became  popular 


to  be  iMnded  abmrt  in  manusGript,  and  read  at  tea- 
peilM%  by  the  eUU  of  the  town.  Poor  old  Miss  Bond,  who 
kept  the  town  boarding^chool,  got  the  piece  niodj  dressed  up, 
somewhat  upon  the  pxineiple  on  which  Macpherson  translated 
Oaaian ;  and  at  her  firrt  sohool-ezamination — ^proud  and  happy 
dftj&r  theanthcMr  1 — it  was  redted  with  vast  applause^  by  one 
<^  her  prettiest  young  ladies^  belbre  the  aasembled  taste  and 
frahion  of  Cromarty, 
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CHAPTER  Y. 

SiuMdL  fheir  white  $geA  beftds  o'er  me^  nd  nia. 
Of  ftuch  materials  wretched  men  were  made.** 

Bnoir. 

Tbee  report  went  abroad  about  this  time,  not  witboat  some 

fi>uaidatioii,  that  Miss  Bood  purposed  patroniang  me.    Jhb 

copy  of  my  verses  which  had  Mien  into  her  haiid»--«  genuine 

holograpi^— bore  atop  a  magniiioent  view  of  the  Doooot,  in 

•\irbkAk  horrid  orags  of  bamt  umber  were  perfbrated  bjr  yawn* 

ing  caverns  of  IndiaQ>^dc,  and  crested  by  a  dense  pine  foreiA 

of  sap-green;  whUe  vast  waves,  blue  on  the  one  side  and  green 

OB  the  other,  and  bearing  blotches  of  white  lead  atop,  rolled 

frightfully  beneath.    And  Miss  Bond  had  eiMiduded,  it  wart 

said,  that  such  a  genius  us  that  evinced  by  the  sketch  and  the 

"  poem  "  for  those  sisteir  arts  of  painting  and  poesy  in  whidi 

riie  herself  excelled,  should  not  be  left  to  waste  itself  uncared 

fbr  in  the  desert  wild^ness.    She  had  publisAied,  shortly  be* 

fore,  a  work,  in  two  slim  volumes,  entitled,  ^  Letters  of  a  Vii* 

lage  Governess,"^— a  curious  kind  of  medley,  little  amenable  to 

the  ordinary  rdies,  biit  a  genial  book,  notwithstanding,  witli 

more  heart  than  head  about  it ;  and  not  a  few  of  the  incidents 

whieh  it  related  had  the  merit  of  being  true^    It  was  an  nn- 

lu<^y  merit  for  poor  Miss  Bc^id.     She  dated  her  book  from 

Fortrose,  where  she  taught  what  was  designated  in  the  Al* 

manac  as  tb&  boarding-school  of  the  place,  but  which,  accord- 
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lag  to  Ifias  Bond's  oim  deacri|>t»m,  was  (he  adiool  of  Ae 
^^  village  gOTerness."  And  as  her  tales  were  found  to  be  a 
kind  of  mosaios  composed  of  droll  bits  of  feet  picked  up  in  the 
neighborhood,  Fortrose  soon  became  considerably  too  hot  fbr 
her.  She  had  drawn,  under  the  over-transparent  guise  of  the 
niggardly  Mrs.  Flint,  tlie  skin-flint  wife  of  a  '^  paper  mimster," 
who  had  ruined  at  one  fell  blow  her  best  ^k  dress,  and  a 
dozen  of  good  eggs  to  boot,  by  putting  the  eggs  in  her  podtet 
when  going  out  to  a  party,  and  then  stumbling  over  a  stone. 
And,  of  course,  Mrs.  ^cinflhit  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skinflinli,  with 
all  their  blood-rektionSf  conld  not  be  olher  than  greatly  grati- 
fied to  find  the  story  furbished  up  in  the  printed  form,  and 
set  in  fim.  There  were  other  stories  as  imprudent  and  as 
amusing,— -of  young  ladies  caught  eavesdropping  at  th^ 
neighbors'  windows ;  and  of  gentlemen,  ill  at  ease  m  their 
fiunilies,  sitting  soaking  among  vulgar  companions  in  the  publio 
bowe ;  and  so  the  authoress,  shortly  after  the  afipearaaod  of 
her  work,  ceased  to  be  the  village  governess  of  Forferoso,  and 
became  the  village  governess  of  Cromarty. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  I  saw,  for  the  first  time,  with 
min|^  admiration  and  awe,  a  biunan  creatHre, — not  idead 
and  gone,  and  merely  a  printed  name,— •^hat  had  aotoally 
published  a  book.  Poor  Miss  Bond  was  a  kindly  sort  of 
person,  fimd  of  chOdren,  and  mightily  beloved  by  them  m 
turn;  and,  though  keenly  alive  to  the  ladierous,  without  a 
grain  of  malioe  in  her.  I  remember  how,  about  this  tiokei 
when,  assisted  by  some  three  or  fi>ur  boys  more,  I  had  suc- 
ceeded in  buildinga  hage  house,  full  four  leet  long  and  Arte 
&et  high,  that  contained  us  all,  and  a  fire,  and  a  great  deal  of 
smoke  to  boot.  Miss  Bond,  the  authoress,  came,  and  lodbed  in 
upon  u%  first  through  the  little  door,  and.  then  down  tfaiou^ 
the  chimney,  and  gave  us  kind  words,  and  seined  to  ^ojoy 
our  enjoymeirt  very  much ;  and  how  we  all  deemed  her  visit 
one  of  the  greatest  events  that  could  possibly  have  taken  place* 
She  had  been  intimate  with  the  parents  of  Sir  Walter  Scott; 
fsid,  on  the  appearance  of  Sir  Walter's  first  pubUcattan,  the 
»  Minatrelsey  of  the^Scottidb  Bonder,"  she  had  taken  a  fit  of 
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^Aibuoiaism,  and^wriMiii  to  Mm;  and,  vben  ia  thi  aoUl  pir* 

oxysm,  and  ioeluied  to  think  die  had  done-sometliiiig  feoliih, 

Iftad  reoeived  from  %r  Walter,  then  Mr.  Soott,  a  olutfaetv- 

Istically  warm-hearted  reply.    Slie  experienoed  mvok  kind- 

ae6s  ^  his  haods  ever  after;  and  when  $he  herself  became  aa 

author,  Ae  dedicated  her  book  to  him*    He  now  aad  tiub 

pi^oeui^  boarders  for  her ;  and  when^  after  leaving  Qiomafft{f 

lor '£dl}ibttigh,  1^ opened  a  school  in  tbd  latter  place,  aadgot 

€»^  tfith-  btttindiifenent  sneoess,  Sir  Walter — ^Aougk  atruggUog 

^Ih  Als-oim  difficulties  at  the  tim^-HKnt  bar  an  tiiolosiii«  of 

teas  iKmnds,  tx>  soaie,  ae  h^  said  m  his  note,  ^  the  wolf  frooDi 

ib»  dioor.''    But  Miss  Bond,  like  the  original  of  his  own 

Jeaniie  Deans,  was  a  ^protid  bodie^'  «Dd  the  ten  pcwida 

were  retjiirtied,  wltb  an  indmation  to  the  eflfeet  tibat  the  wolf 

had  bM  yet  come  to  the  dooi^.    Poor  lady !  I  susptet  he  cams 

to  the  door  at  last    Like  many  oAer  writers  of  bo«^  hsr 

TOj^l^liiroiigh  life  durted^  for  Jiie  greater  part  of  the  wajr, 

tb«  bk^  lee  diore  of  neeessiity ;  atid  it  epst  her  not  a  littiia 

skilful  steeriiig  at  times  to  give  tiiestvand  arespeolvble  offing. 

And  in  her  solil^y  old  age,  she  seemed  to  have  g9t  ihiriy 

i^nmnd.    'Jtispe.  was  an  att^npt  made  by  some  of  her  former 

pupils  to  raise  money  enou^  to  purchase  for  h^:a  small  aiknu» 

ity;  but  wJten  the  design  was  in  progress,  Iheaid  of  her  death. 

She  illustrated  in  her  life  the  remaik  recorded  by  herself  im  her 

**  Lellera,"  ajs  made  by  an  bumble  friend : — ''  It's  no  an  eiwy 

Aii%,  Mem,  for  a  woman  to  go  througll  the  wcfrid  mthaui  n 

hmd,^^  f.  e^f  jingle  and  unprptiected. 

ffmi  mfm  uoexplaineid  cause,  Miss  Bond's  patronage  nef«r 
tm^htsA-me,  lam.surethe  goojd  kdy  intiiiiided  giving  m# 
lessons  m  both  dmwisg  sad  eompositaon ;  for  Aeihad  sgid  it, 
«Qd  b0r  heart  was akind  one ;  but theu  h^time  wastoomn«k 
ea^uf^ed  to.sidmit  of  her  devoting  an  ocoasiimal  bom;  to  myseii? 
alon^;  andaa forintroducmg  Qie.to  her  y^ung-lady  dasaes^  in 
V^y-  r<H|gb  ^nmeDts,  ever  greatly  improved  the  wrong  way  by 
pay  ^i|[ploriBtions  in  the  j^bb  i^d  the  peat^mosis  <^  frayed,  at 
tcQaes^  beyond  even  my  mother's  ability  of  repMr,  by  ^larpkig 
to. Ae  tq^ of  gm^tre^  and  by  my  &m m a  eragaoaaiif-^ 
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Ihttwoold  haye  been  a  {^eoe  of  Jack4]MeisEa,onidu€li,tlien 
or  now,  no  Tillage  governess  oould  bare  ventured.  And  so  I 
was  left  to  get  on  in  verse  and  pieture-making  quite  in  die  wild 
way,  wtthout  care  or  culture. 

My  selkoolfellowB  liked  my  stories  well  enough, — better,  at 
least  on  most  oocasions,  than  they  did  the  lessees  of  the  mas- 
ter ;  bat,  beyond  the  common  ground  of  enjoyment  whidi  these 
ezten^pore  compositions  furnished  to  both  the  *'  sexintuMe^  and 
his  auditors,  our  tracts  of  amusem^it  lay  widely  apart.  I  dis- 
liked, as  I  have  said,  the  yearly  cock-fight — ^found  no  pleasure 
in  catcalling,  or  in  teasing  at  nights,  or  on  the  slree^  the 
0KMs4empered,  halfwitted  etxetUrics  of  the  village,^ — lisnaily 
kept  aloof  from  the  ordinary  play-grounds,  and  very  rarely 
mingled  in  tiieold  hereditary  games.  On  the  other  himd,  willi 
tiie  exoq»tion  of  my  little  friend  of  the  cave,  who,  even  after 
that  disastrous  incident,  evinced  a  tendency  to  trust  and  follow 
me  as  implicitly  as  before,  my  sdioolmates  cared  as  little  for 
my  amusements  as  I  did  for  theirs ;  and,  having  the  majority 
on  their  side,  they  of  ooure  voted  mine  to  be  the  fo(^h  ones. 
Afid  certainly  a  run  <^  ill-luck  folk>wed  me  in  my  sports  about 
this  time,  thivt  did  give  some  show  of  reason  to  their  decision. 

In  the  coarse  of  my  book-hunting,  I  had  fallai  in  with  two 
<^d-&shioned  military  treatises,  part  of  the  small  library  of  a 
retired  officer,  lately  deceased,  of  whidi  the  one  entitled  the 
*^  Military  Medley,"  discussed  the  whole  art  of  marshalling 
troops,  and  ccmtamed^numerous  plans,  neatly  colored,  of  bat- 
talicms  drawn  up  in  all  possible  forms,  to  meet  all  possible  exi- 
geneiea ;  while  the  other,  which  also  abounded  in  prints,  treated 
of  theiK>ble  sdence  of  fortification  according  to  the  system  of 
Vauban.  I  pored  ov^  both  works  with  much  perseverance ; 
and,  regarding  them  as  admirable  toy*books,  set  myself  to  ccm- 
staruot,  on  a  very  small  scale,  some  of  the  toys  with  which  they 
specially  dealt.  The  sea^ore  in  the  immediate  ndghbor- 
hood  of  the  town  a^^>eaared  to  my  inexperienced  eye  an  excel- 
lent field  for  the  eanrying  on  of  a  campaign.  Ibe  sea-sand 
I  found  quite  c<dierent  enough,  when  still  moist^ied  by  ^ 
waters  of  the  receding  t^de,  to  stand  up  in  the  form  of  towers 
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and  Imstiona,  and  lox^  lines  of  rampart ;  at^  tihere  wis  one  of 
tlk^  eomnionest  of  the  littorinidse, — LiUorina  liUoraUs^  that  in 
one  of  its  varieties  is  of  Jt  rleh  yellow  color,  and  in  another  of 
14.  l>liiish^een  tint, — ^which  supplied  me  with  soldiers  enoui^ 
to    execute  tXL  the  evolutions  figured  and  deseribed  in  1^ 
**  Jtfedley,"  The  warmly-hued  yellow  shdls  represented  Brit- 
ons in  ti^ir  scaiiet, — ^the  more  dingy  ones,  the  French  in  their 
\mi£>rms  of  dirty  blue ;  well-selected  i^ecimens  of  Purpura 
IctpiUuB^  just  tipped  on  their  badcs  with  a  spe(^  of  paint,  blue 
ox*   red,  from  my  box,  made  capital  dragoons ;  while  a  few 
dozens  of  the  slender  pyramidal  ^ells  of  TurriUUa  communU 
formed  complete  parks  of  artillery.    With  such  unlimited 
stores  of  the  Tnateriel  of  war  at  my  command,  I  was  enaMed, 
more  fortunate  than  Uncle  Toby  of  old,  to  %ht  battles  and 
conduct  retreats,  assault  and  defend,  build  up  fortifications  and 
then  batter  tibem  down  again,  at  no  expense  at  all ;  and  tiM 
only  drawback  on  such  a  vast  amount  of  advantage  that  I 
could  at  first  percdve,  consisted  in  the  circutnstance,  that  the 
shore  was  exceedingly  open  to  observation,  and  that  my  new 
amusements,  when  surveyed  at  a  little  distance,  did  greatly 
resemble  those  of  the  veiy  young  children  of  the  place,  who 
used  to  repair  to  liie  same  arenaceous  banks  and  ^lingle-beds, 
to  bake  dirt-pies  in  the  sand,  or  range  lines  of  shells  on  Httle 
shelves  of  stone,  imitative  of  the  crockery  cupboard  at  home. 
Not  only  my  school-fellows,  but  also  some  of  their  par^its, 
evidently  arrived  at  the  conclusnon  that  the  two  sets  of  amuse> 
ments — ^mine  and  those  of  the  little  children — were  identical ; 
for  the  elder  folk  said,  that  ^  in  their  time,  poor  Frande  had 
been  just  such  another  boy,  and  every  one  saw  what  he  had 
come  to ;"  while  die  younger,  more  energetic  in  their  mani- 
festations, and  more  intolerant  of  folly,  have  even  paused  in 
their  games  <^  marbles,  or  ceased  spinning  their  tops,  to  hoot 
at  me  from  a  sa^  distance.    But  the  campaign  went  oa ;  and 
I  solaced  myself  by  reflecdng,  that  neither  the  big  fc^k  nor  the 
little  folk  could  bring  a  battalion  at  troops  across  a  bridge  - 
of  boats  in  the  ftiee  of  an  enemy,  or  knew  that  a  regular  for- 
tMieation  eo^  d  be  oan86*ncted  on  only  a  regdiar  polygcm. 
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I  at  length  diseoTet^,  howeyer,  tliat  as  a  flea-ahoro  is  alvagrs 
aalofMDg  plane,  and  theCronuurty  beaeb^iB  paKtiealar,s  {ribae 
<^  a  mtlmr  steep  slope,  it  afforded  no  proper  site  &r »  £brtEe» 
fitted  to  stand  a  protraeted  siege,  seeing  that,  fortify  the  plaee 
as  I  might,  it  oould  be  eaaUy  oomnulnded  by  batterioB  raised 
on  the  higher  side.  And  so,  fixing  upon  a  gcassy  inoll  annxig 
the  woods^  in  the  iitunediaite  neighborhood  of  a  seain:  of  boul- 
der clay,  capped  by  a  ^ck  stratum  of  sand^  as  a  much  b^ter 
seene  of  cperaUons,  I  took  possession  of  the  knoll  soiaewhat 
irregulariy ;  and  carrying  to  it  large  quantities  of  sand  firom 
the  scaur,  conyerled  it  into  the  site  of  a  magnifioeiit;  strong 
bold.  First)  I  erected  an  ancient  castle,  consifiting  of  four 
towers  boflt  6n  a  rectangnlar  base,  and  connected  by  straight 
CBitaias  emlMarared  artop.  i  then  suizonnded  the  castle  by 
out^worfcs  in  the  modem  style,  consigning  of  greatly  lower 
cmtains  than  the  anoiept  ones,  flaidced  by  numerous  bostloDs, 
and  l»istliii^  with  cannon  of  huge  calibre,  made  of  the  joint- 
ed stalks  of  the  hemlodc ;  while  in  advance  of  these  I  laid 
down  myelins,  horn-works,  and  tenaiUes.  I  was  yastl j  de- 
lighted with  my  woric ;  it  would,!  was  sure,  be  noeaay  mat- 
ter to  reduce  sudi  a  fortress ;  but  obserying  an  eminence  in 
the  itnme^tiate  neighborhood,  which  could,  I  thought,  be  occu- 
pied by  a  rather  annoying  battory,  I  was  deliberating  how  I 
might  best  take  possessioa  of  it  by  a  redoubt,  when  out  start- 
ed from  bdfadnd  a  tree,  the  fiustor  ai  the  prc^rty  on  which  I 
was  tre^MMnii^,  and  rated  me  soundly  for  spoiliog  the  grass 
in  a  manner  so  wantonly  misdueyoua.  Hom-worij:  and  balf- 
momi^  tower  and  bastion,  proyed  of  no  nlanner  of  ^eet  in  re- 
pelling an  attack  of  a  kind  so  little  adticipated.  I  did  think 
that  tile  fiictor,  who  was  not  only  an  intelligent  iban,  but  had 
also  seen  much  senrice  in  his  day  on  the  town  links,  as  the 
holder  c€  a  commission  in  tbe  Cromarty  yolunteers,  might  have 
peroeiyed  that  I  was  laboring  on  scientific  prindples,  and  so 
deem  me  worthy  of  some  tolerance  cm  that  account ;  but  I  sup- 
pose he  did  not ;  though,  to  be  sure,  his  scold  died  out  good- 
natur^ly  eikmgh  in  the  end,  and  I  saw  him  laugh  as  he  tusrn- 
ed  away.    But  so  it  was,  liuit  in  the  estremity  of  my  mop* 
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iMkseMm,  I  guvm  vp  genenilsfa^  imd  bMtioii^biiildiiig  for  tfce 
tAwik^  ;  tiaoogii,  aka,  mj  next  aoimemelit  must  have  worn  In 
t2ie  e yes  of  my  yoiitbfbl  oompeen  M  saapiotofiis  an  aapeot  as 

!My  friend  of  the  caYo  had  lent  me  wiuit  I  had  neirer  aeea 
l>efi>»e, — a  fine  quaorlo  edition  of  Anaon'a  Vojages,  oontaming 
tiie   original  prints  (my  lather's  o^y  had  only  the  maps) ; 
axnong  the  others,  Mr.  Brett's  elaborate  delineation  of  that 
strangest  of  vessels,  a  proa  of  the  Ladrone  lalanda*  I  was  much 
struck  by  tte  singularity  <^  the  oonstnicdon  of  a  bark  that, 
iprlnle  its  head  and  stem  were  exactly  alike,  had  sides  that  U^ 
tally  difiered  from  each  other,  and  that,  with  the  wind  upon 
tlte  beam,  outsailed,  it  was  said,  all  other  ressels  in  the  worid ; 
and  having  tfaeooimnand  of  the  little  shop  in  which  my  Uncle 
Sandy  made  occask>nal  carts  and  wheelbarrows  wh^i  unem- 
pk>y^  abroad,  I  set  mysdLf  to  construct  a  miniature  proa^  on' 
€be  model  given  in  the  print,  and  sueeeeded  in  ftbrica1»ig  a 
very  extraor<Hnary  proa  indeed.     While  its  lee  side  was  per- 
pendicular as  a  wall,  its  windward  one,  to  which  there  was  an 
outrider  attached,  resembled  that  of  a  flat-bottomed  boat ; 
head  and  stem  were  exactly  alike,  so  as  to  fit  eadi  for  per- 
Ibrming  in  turn  the  part  of  ather ;  a  movable  yard,  which 
sopported  the  sail,  had  to  be  lifted  towards  the  end  convert- 
ed into  the  stem  for  the  time,  at  eadi  tack ;  while  the  sail  it- 
self—a most  uncouth-looking  thing — ^formed  a  scalene  trian> 
gle.    Sudi  was  ike  vessel — some  eighteen  indbes  long  or  so 
— ^with  which  I  startled  firom  Uieir  propriety  ^e  mimic  navi- 
gators of  a  horse-pond  in  the  neighborhood, — ^all  very  master- 
ly  critics  in  all  sorts  of  barks  and  barges  known  on  the  Scot- 
tish coast.    According  to  Campbell, 

^^TwM  a  tldng  beyoDd 
Description  wretched ;  each  a  wheiry. 
Perhaps,  near  ventarsd  od  a  pond, 
Or  cToaaed  a  ferry." 

And  well  cKd  my  fellows  appreciate  its  extr^ne  ludicroasnesa» 
It wM  oettainly  nurii  to  '^  venture"  it  on  this  eepewl  "pgnd^" 
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tbty  greatly  to  1^  d^tiittge  «f  tlie  i^i^gifif  ,  H  ifrw  lldily^fNitaa 
cA^  and  I  was  aeiit  to  IM;  ($lMntlrb^i%  iei  eallkig  q«a]|«i«%  iMA 
were,  as  I  aso^rtafoied,  not  Tieiy  remarftaUie  aft«r  9ik  Aii# 
ihua,  after  a  manner  so  unworthy,  were  mj  essays  in  «twiligy 
akid  bJU^-bnildiBg  received  By  it  ee^sorkms  agtft,  tlni«  jmig^ 
ere  ft  knew.  Were  I  senfiinentiil,  wldc^  lUK^^*  I  am  ncHy  I 
miglcl;  i^eH  exdaihi,  fift  tkd  very  veb  of  RGiiaBeaay  Mml  it 
has  been  ever  tlie  misfortune  of  my  lilb  that,  dave  1^  atl&vr 
fHen^,  I  liave  never  beett  tHiderstood  t 

I  was  evidently  ou^Frandeitt^  !EVazide ;  and  tbm  psawts  oi 
my  young  fHend,  who  saw  iMl  I  had  aequired  eomaidbiiiblft  in* 
fiuence  over  him,  and  were  afraid  lest  I  should  niadDe  aitotiker 
Francie  of  him,  had  become  naturally  enough  desbrom  to 
break  off  our  intimat^,  when  there  oeourred  an  uidudcy  aeea* 
dent,  winch  served  materially  to  assist  them  in  Uie  dedign. 
My  friend's  &ther  was  the  masrier  of  a  large  trsiing  aanaek, 
Whi«&  in  war  times  carried  a  few  twelve^poonders,  and  was 
furnished  with  a  small  magazine  of  powder  and  s^iot;  and  my 
friend  havii^  secured  f6t  Mmseilf  from  the  general  stoel^ 
through  the  connivance  of  1^  ship-boy,  an  entire  canmm  fxs- 
tri^,  containing  some  two  or  tiiree  pounds  of  gunpowder,  I 
was,  of  course,  let  into  the  secret,  and  invited  to  share  m  the 
sport  and  the  spoil.  We  had  a  glorious  day  toget^  m  has 
mother's  gardeb ;  never  belR>re  did  suit^  magnificent  rc^eano^ 
break  htth  out  of  mole-hills,  or  were  plots  of  daisies  and  vio- 
lets iso  r&^essly  scorchisd  and  torn  by  the  explosion  of  deef- 
laid  tnlnes ;  and  though  s  few  misfaapis  did  happ^i  to  ov^r- 
fc^rWard  fiiigeris,  and  to  eye-brows  that  were  m  ^e  way,  our 
amus^me^ts  passed  off  tnnoimlously  on  the  whole,  and  even- 
ing saw  nearly  the  half  of  oHir  precious  store  tme^^austed. 
It  was  garnered  up  by  my  friend  in  an  unsuspected  comer  of 
the  garret  in  which  he  slept,  and  would  have  been  safe,  had  he 
not  been  seized,  when  going  to  bed,  with  a  yeamii^  desire  to 
survey  his  treasure  by  can<Me-ligfat ;  when  an  unlucky  spark 
from  the  flame  exploded  the  whole.  He  was  so  sadly  burnt 
about  the  fece  and  ey«9  as  to  be  blM'for  several  days  ^ber; 
btit,'fttiiid  adiM>kei3GEd  eMiMdA,  hie  galbtttly  bbtteid  hkgMiiet* 
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aoor,  aiid,i»liaetiie  kimatfls  of  the  bonselicdd^ttartilAl  by  Oa 
iAo4&  and  the  Boiie,  ciame  rushmg  up  staim,  fttwrdily  yel^fled 
%o  ^  any  of  tboiia  is.    Volumee  of  gim{K>wder  r^fk  issued 
firosft  ererjr  oradc  a&d  craim  j,  attd  hie  mother  and  liateia  were 
prodigionriy  alarmed.    At  length,  however,  he  oapittdatedy — 
teraie  miteown ;  and  I  next  monung  heard  wi&  hoivor  and 
^^nnayof  theaoeideiit    It  had  been  matter  of  agreement  be- 
IMveen  ua  on  the  previona  day,  mainly  in  order  to  soreerithe 
fine  fellow  of  a  ship-b(^,  that  I  should  be  regarded  as  tiie 
owner  of  the  powder ;  but  here  was  a  oonsequenoe  mi  which 
l  bad  not  eakidated ;  and  the  strong  desire  to  see  my  poor 
friend  was  dashed  by  the  dread  of  being  held  resp<MiBible  by 
his  parents  and  sisters  for  the  aoeident.    And  so,  more  than  a 
-week  lapsed  et^  I  oould  muster  up  eourage  enough  to  visit 
bica.     I  was  ixMly  received  by  his  mother,  and,  what  vexed 
me  to  tiie  heart,  eoldly  reoeiv^  by  himself;  and  suspecting 
tint  be  had  be^  making  an  ungenerous  use  of  our  late  treaty, 
I  took  leave  in  high  dudgeon^  and  oame  away.    My  suspi- 
oiona,  however,  wronged  htm ;  he  had  stoutly  denied,  as  I  a^ 
terwards  learned,  that  I  had  any  share  in  the  powdw  *,  but  his 
friends  deeming  the  opportunity  a  good  one  for  breaking  with 
me,'  had  oompelled  hkn,  very  unwillingly,  and  after  much  r^ 
nstanoe,  to  give  me  up»    And  from  this  period  more  than 
two  ye»s  elapsed,  though  our  hearte  beat  quidc  and  faig^ 
every  time  we  accidentally  met,  ere  we  exchanged  a  single 
word.    Ota  one  ocoaEOon,  however,  shortly  after  the  acddent, 
we  did  exchange  letters.  I  wrote  to  him  &om  the  school-ftrm, 
w^n,  of  eoarsci,  I  oi^fat  to  have  been  engaged  with  my 
tasks,  a  stately  epii^itle,  in  ^  style  of  t&e  billets  in  the 
**  Fenftlde  Qohtote,"  which  began,  I  remember,  as  follows  :-— 
*'I  onee  ^ugfat  I  had  a  Mend  whom  I  eoidd  rely  upon ;  but 
expeiieheet^s  me  hewas  only  nominal.  For,  had  he  been  » 
real  #fend,  no  acddent  could  have  interfered  witb^  or  arbi- 
tral^ oemmand  anmluliatod  his  siflfection,'*  &a,  dro.    As  I  was 
ra^r  an  indifferent  sbribe  B/b  the  time,  one  of  the  lads  known 
as  file  "  dopperplate  wHters"  of  the  dass,  made  for  me  a  fidr 
<Wpyitf  %iy  liidabhitiyMit  Mi  of  A£i  itomiu^  of  elegant  dttdiesb 


90  MY  WUQW&.MSn^  SCROMlUMKyCI} 

•ad  ki  idiich  Ibe  ^pdling  of  ev<^  vord  iros  flor^^ 
ed  by  the  diotioiunj.  Aad  in  dua  oounee  I  loe^veda  «ad»> 
fUl^  cngroflsed  note  in  replj,  of  whkh  the  mMioal  portioB. 
was  perfi>rmed  bjmy  old  compaiuQii, but  the  oompoaitioQ»  as 
heiAenraidstoldiney  elaborated  by  some  oaeebe.  He  as- 
awed  mfi  he  was  slill  my  friend,  but  that  there  vaa  ^  certain 
cJienmstanoftfi"  which  would  prevent  us  from  meetii^  for  tlia 
fttti^D  on  our  old  terms.  We  were,  howeyer,  destined  to 
uytet  pretly  often  iu  the  future,  notwithstanding ;  and  narrov- 
ly  Bussed  going  to  the  bottom  together  many  years  after,  in 
tlie  floating  Manse,  grown  infirm  in  her  nether  parts  at  the 
time,  when  he  was  the  outed  minister  of  Small  lalea^  and  I 
editor  of  the  Witneu  newspaper. 

I  had  a  maternal  aunt  long  settled  in  the  Highlanda  of 
Sutherland,  who  was  so  much  older  than  her  sister,  my  motb- 
er,  Ihat  when  nursing  her  oldest  boy,  she  had,  when  an  a  visit 
to  the  low  country,  assisted  also  in  nursing  her.  The  boy  had 
shot  up  into  a  very  clever  lad,  who,  having  gcme  to  seek  bis 
fortune  in  the  south,  rose,  throu^  the  several  degrees  of  derk- 
ship  in  a  mercantile  firm,  to  be  the  head  of  a  commerdaL  house 
of  his  own,  which,  though  ultimately  unsuccessful,  seemed  for 
some  four  or  five  years  to  be  in  a  fiiir  way  of  thriving.  Far 
about  three  of  these,  the  portion  of  the  profit  which  fell  to  my 
cousin's  share  did  not  &11  short  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  per 
annum ;  aud  on  visiting  his  parents  in  their  Higjbland  home  la 
the  heyday  of  his  prosperity,  after  an  absence  of  years,  it  was 
found  that  he  had  a  great  many  fiiends  in  his  native  district 
on  whom  he  had  not  calculated,  and  of  a  class  that  had  not 
been  greatly  in  the  habit  of  visiting  his  mother's  cotte^e,  but 
who  now  came  to  lunch,  and  dine,  and  take  their  wine  with 
him,  and  who  seemed  to  value  and  admire  him  very  mudi. 
My  aunt,  who  was  little  accustomed  to  receive  high  company, 
ai^  found  herself  like  Martha  of  old,  ^'cumbered  about  mnoh 
servii^g,"  urgently  besought  my  mother,  who  was  young  and 
active  at  the  time,  to  visit  and  assist  her;  and,  infinitely  to  my 
delight,  I  was  included  in  the  invitation.  The  place  was  not 
musk  above  thirtiy  miles  firom  Cromarty ;  but  then  it  was  ia 


the  4Kgtant  horizoii ;  ftftd,  to  a  boy  Who  had  to  -wMl  ril  ^ 

iT^iity^,  even  thirty  miles,  in  an  ^  when  failways  were  iMt,  aMi 

ere  even  mail  gigd  hid  p^ietrAted  so  fai*,  reptewHited  a  jot»u ' 

ney  of  no  inooniBideralrle  distano^.  My  Bioiber,  thottj^  Ytfiker 

A  delioat^ldokiiigiroixiilk,  Wiflked  remarkilbtei^I;  atfid  eMy 

on   the  evening  of  tlift  seemid  day,  #e  reaehed  UfgiKSSi&t  my 

aont^a  ootfeskge,  in  flktf  amsieiit  Bhrbny  of  Gr«tf ds.    Iv  wMT  a ' 

lo^w,  long,  dingy  edifies  of  twf,  t>ur  or  ftve  rooms  in  loig^ 

but  oifly  one  in  height,  tha^,  Ijnhg  iklotig  A  gm^  aoelitity, 

somewhat  rtisembled  ftt  a  didlanbe  a-htige  bkusk  mafl  ereeping 

up  tiie  biQ.    A«  th^  lowiur  apartihetit  wte  oiDcupied  by  my 

uncle's  haif-dozen  milk-oows,  the  dedlnatibn  of  tbe  floor,  eon- 

Bc^uent  <m  t&e  natiire  of  tlie  irite,  proved  of  signal  itnportanoe, 

fraia'  the  free  drahiage  whfeh  it  seeored ;  the  iteootid  kpttrt- 

ment,  redkoBaUg  upwards,  wl^h  was  of  considerable  stee^ 

formed  the  slttkig^room  <£  the  IkteOy,  and  had,  m  the  old 

Highiaiid  style,  its  fire  Ml  in  the  middle  of  the  fl<x>r,  without  * 

bade  or  sid^;  so  that^  like  a  bonfii^  khidled  in  the  (upea  idr, 

all  tlMf  inmates  conM  nt  8itt>and  it  ilk  a  wide  circle, — ^tiie  wo' 

m^  invariably  ranged  on  the  one  side,  and  1^  men  on  die 

otiier ;  the  apartment  beyond  was  partitioned  into  sikiall  «ft±- 

very  dai<k  bedrooi&s :  wMle,  i\mhi^)^oiii^lll,  there  was  aoloset 

witii  a  little  wmi^km  ID  it^  wMch  Wis  ai^igned  to  my  mother 

and  me;  and  beyond  all  ky  ^^tikt  wan  etaphatiMly  **ib» 

room,"  as  it  was  built  of  stbtte^  and'  had  bolU  windk)W  and 

ddimieyt  with  c^iftirs,  mid  table^  and  eheedi  of  drawvri,  a  ktfge 

b0K4>kl,  and  a  amall  but  well-fflled  booktirtse.    And  ^Ihe 

rdom"  wa%  of  oonrse,  for  tins  time,  my  cotiHn  the  txmdbiunfn 

apM^enl,  Ms  dormitory  at  nig&t^  &ad  the  hobpltablis  «efeo- 

toiry  kk  wldii^  he  ^tertained-  his  fHcmdd  by  day. 

My  aunt's  &mily  was  one  of  aolid  worth;  Her  huebMid,-^' 
a  comf»etly-bUilt,  stout^liti^bed,  dii^rly  Hi^dand^,  ranker  be- 
low  the  middle  siae,  of  grave  and  somewhat  mela&dtioly  ai^eot, 
but  m  reality  Kii  a  temperament  rather  cheerM  tiian  otherwise, 
—had  be^  somewhat  wild  in  his  youtog  days.  H^  had  been 
afood  shot  and  a  skilful  angler,  «id  had  danced  at  biidai% 
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•ad,  as  was  oommon  in  tbe  TTighTunds  at  the  time,  at  lyke* 
wdkes ;  nay,  on  one  occasion  he  had  succeeded  in  inducing  a 
new4nade  widow  to  take  the  floor  in  a  Stcathspey,  beside  her 
hasband^s  o(»pse,  when  every  one  else  had  fiuled  to  bring  her 
up,  by  roguishly  remarking,  in  her  hearing,  that  whoever  else 
might  have  refused  to  dance  at  poor  Donald's  death-wake,  he 
little  thought  it  would  have  been  her.  But  a  great  diange  had 
passed  over  him,  and  he  was  now  a  staid,  though^iil,  God- 
fearing man,  mudi  respected  in  the  Barony  for  honest  worth 
and  quiet,  imobtmsive  consistency  of  diaracter.  His  wife 
had  been  brought,  at  an  early  age,  under  the  influence  of 
Donald  Roy's  ring,  and  had,  like  her  mother,  been  the  means 
of  introducing  the  vitalities  of  religion  into  her  household. 
They  had  two  other  sons  besides  the  merchant, — both  well- 
built,  robust  men,  somewhat  taller  than  their  &ther,  and  of 
such  dbaracter,  that  one  of  my  Cromarty  cousins,  in  making 
out  his  way,  by  dint  of  frequent  and  /sedulous  inquiry,  to  their 
dwel^g,  found  the  general  verdict  of  the  district  embodied 
in  the  very  bad  English  of  a  poor  old  woman,  who,  after  doing 
her  best  to  direct  him,  certified  her  knowledge  of  the  house- 
hM  by  remaining,  ^'  It's  a  goot  mistress ; — ^it's  a  goot  maister ; 
— i*'s  a  goot,  goot  two  lads."  Tlie  elder  of  the  two  brothers 
snperintended,  and  partly  wrought,  his  Other's  little  &rm ;  for 
the  fiither  ^mself  found  employment  enough  in  actmg  as  a 
mrt  of  humble  &ctor  for  the  proprietor  of  the  Barony,  who 
lived  at  a  distance,  and  had  no  dwelling  upon  the  land.  The 
younger  was  a  mason  and  slater,  and  was  usually  employed, 
in  the  woridng  seasons,  at  a  distance ;  but  in  winter,  and  on 
this  occasion,  for  a  fow  weeks  during  tlie  visit  of  his  brother 
the  merchant,  he  readed  with  his  &ther.  Both  were  men  of 
marked  individuality  of  character.  The  elder,  Hugh,  was  an 
ingenious,  self-taught  mechanic,  who  used,  in  the  long  winter 
evenings,  to  &shion  a  number  of  curious  little  articles  by  the 
fireside, — among  the  rest,  Highland  snuff-mulls,  with  which  he 
supplied  all  his  friends ;  and  he  was  at  this  time  engaged  in 
building  for  his  &ther  a  Highland  bam,  and,  to  vary  the  work, 
ftbricatiDg  for  him  a  Highland  plough.  The  younger,  GeoigCi , 
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wbo  kid  wcoDght  for  &  few  jeazs  at  hk  tsade  in  tha  loath  of 

Scotlaod,  was  a  great  reader,  wrote  very  tolerable  prose,  and 
verse'  which,  if  not  poetry,  to  which  he  made  no  pretensioii«| 
was  at  least  quaintly-turned  rhyme.  He  had,  beeddes,  a  con»- 
petent  knowledge  of  geometry,  and  was  skilled  in  architec- 
tural drawing ;  and — straoge  accomplishment  for  a  Celt — ^be 
was  an  adept  in  the  noble  seienee  of  self-defence^  But  Geoi^e 
never  soi^t  out  quarrels ;  and  such  was  his  amount  of  bone 
and  muscle,  and  such. the  expression  of  manly  resolutiiMi 
stamped  on  his  countenanocy  that  they  never  came  in  hia  way 
unsought* 

At  the  dose  of  the  day,  when  the  members  of  the  house- 
hol^  had  assembled  in  a  wide  drde  round  the  fire,  my  unde 
"^  took  ib&  Book,"  and  I  witnessed,  for  the  first  time,  £imily 
worship  conducted  in  Gaelic  There  was,  I  found,  an  interest- 
ing peculiarity  in  one  portion  of  the  services  which  he  coo- 
ducted.  He  was,  as  I  have  said,  an  elderly  man,  and  had 
worshipped  in  lus  family  ere  Dr.  Stowart^s  Gaelic  Translatiofi 
of  the  Scriptures  had  been  introduced  into  the  country ;  and 
as  he  possessed  in  those  days  only  the  English  Bible,  while 
his  domestics  understood  only  Gaelic,  he  had  to  acquire  the 
art,  not  uncommon  in  Sutherland  at  the  time,  of  translating  the 
English  chapter  for  them,  as  he  read,  into  their  native  tongue ; 
and  this  he  had  learned  to  do  with  such  ready  fluency,  that  no 
one  could  have  guessed  it  to  be  other  than  a  Gaelic  work  from 
which  he  was  reading.  Nor  had  the  introduction  of  Dr. 
Stowart's  Translation  rendered  the  practice  obsolete  in  his 
household.  His  Gaelic  was  Sutherlandshire  Gaelic,  whei'eaa 
that  of  Dr.  Stewart  was  Argyleshlre  Gaelic.  His  ^mily  un- 
derstood his  rendering  better,  in  consequence,  than  that  of  the 
Doctor ;  and  so  he  continued  to  trandate  from  his  English 
Bible  ad  aperturam  lihri^  many  years  afler  the  Gaelic  edition 
had  been  spread  over  the  country.  The  concluding  evening 
prayer  was  one  of  great  solemnity  and  unction.  I  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  language  in  which  it  was  couched ;  but 
it  was  impossible  to  avoid  bdng  struck,  notwithstanding,  with 
its  wrestling  earnestness  and  fervor.    The  man  who  poured 
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it  forth  evidentlj  believed  there  was  an  unseen  ear  open  to  it, 
and  an  all-seeing  presence  in  the  place,  before  whom  every  se- 
cret thought  lay  exposed.  The  entire  scene  was  a  deeply  im- 
pressive one ;  and  when  I  saw,  in  witnessing  the  celebration 
of  High  Mass  in  a  Popish  cathedral  many  years  after,  the  altar 
suddenly  enveloped  in  a  dim  and  picturesque  obscurity,  amid 
which  the  curling  smoke  of  the  incense  ascended,  and  heard 
the  musically-modulated  prayer  sounding  in  the  distance  from 
within  the  screen,  my  thoughts  reverted  to  the  rude  Highland 
cottage,  where,  amid  solemnities  not  theatric,  the  red  umbry 
light  of  the  fire  fell  with  uncertain  glimmer  upon  dark  walls, 
and  bare  1)lack  rafters,  and  kneeling  forms,  and  a  pale  ex- 
pause  of  dense  smoke,  that,  filling  the  upper  portion  of  the 
roof,  overhung  the  floor  like  a  ceiling,  and  there  arose  amid 
the  gloom  the  sounds  of  prayer  truly  God-directed,  and  poured 
out  from  the  depths  of  the  heart ;  and  I  felt  that  the  stoled  priest 
of  the  cathedral  was  merely  an  artist,  though  a  skilful  one,  but 
that  in  the  ^*  priest  and  father  "  of  the  cottage  there  were  the 
truth  and  reality  from  which  the  artist  drew.  No  bolt  was 
dra^  across  the  outer  door  as  we  retired  for  the  night.  The 
philosophic  Biot,  wh^i  employed  with  his  experim^its  on  the 
seconds  pendulum,  resided  for  several  months  in  one  of  the 
smaller  Shetland  islands ;  and,  fresh  from  the  troubles  cf 
France, — his  imagination  bearing  about  with  it,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  the  stains  of  the  guillotine, — ^the  state  of  trustful  secu- 
rity in  which  he  foimd  the  simple  inhabitants  filled  him  with 
astonishment  *^  Here,  during  the  twenty-five  years  in  which 
Europe  has  been  devouring  hersell^"  he  exclaimed,  "  the  do<Hr 
of  the  house  I  inhabit  has  remained  open  day  and  night.^'  The 
interior  of  Sutherland  was  at  the  time  of  my  visit  in  a  simi- 
lar con<Etion.  The  door  of  my  uncle's  cottage,  unfurnished 
with  lock  or  bar,  opened,  like  that  of  the  hermit  in  the  ballad, 
with  a  latch ;  but,  unlike  that  of  the  hermit,  it  was  not  be- 
cause there  were  no  stores  within  to  demand  the  care  of  th^ 
master,  but  because  at  that  comparatively  recent  period  the 
crime  of  theft  was  unknown  in  the  district. 
I  rose  early  next  morning,  when  the  dew  was  yet  heavy  on 
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grass  and  lichen,  curious  to  explore  a  locality  so  new  to  me^ 
The  tract,  though  a  primary  one,  forms  one  of  the  tamer  gneiaa 
distriv!ts  of  Scotland ;  and  I  found  the  nearer  hills  oompara- 
tively  low  and  conflaent,  and  the  broad  yalley  in  -whidi  lay 
my  unde^s  cottage,  flat,  open,  and  unpromising.  Still  there 
were  a  few  points  to  engage  me ;  and  the  more  I  attracted 
myself  to  them,  the  more  did  their  interest  grow.  Hie  western 
slopes  of  the  valley  are  mottled  by  grassy  tomhans, — ^the  mo* 
raines  of  some  ancient  glacier,  around  and  over  which  there 
rose,  at  this  period,  a  low  widely-spreading  wood  of  birch, 
hazel,  and  mountain  ash, — of  hazel,  with  its  nuts  fiurt  filling 
at  the  time,  and  of  mountain  ash,  with  its  berries  glowing 
bright  in  orange  and  scarlet.  In  looking  adown  the  hollow,  a 
group  of  the  green  tomhans  might  be  seen  relieved  against  the 
blue  hills^of  Ross ;  in  looking  upwards,  a  solitary  bircb-CQver- 
ed  hillock  of  a  similar  origin,  but  larger  proportions,  stood 
strongly  out  against  the  calm  waters  of  Loch  Shin  and  die  pur- 
ple peal^s  of  fche  distant  Ben-Hope.  In  the  bottom  of  the  YaUey, 
close  beside  my  uncle^s  cottage,  I  marked  several  low  swellings 
of  th^  rock  beneath,  rising  above  the  general  level ;  and,  ranged 
BloQg  these,  there  were  groupes  o£  what  seemed  to  be  huge 
boulder  stones,  save  that  they  were  lesa  rounded  and  water- 
worn  than  ordinary  boulders,  and  were,  what  groupes  of  boul- 
ders rarely  are,  all  of  one  quality.  And  on  examination  I  as- 
certained that  some  of  their  number,  which  stood  up  like 
broken  obelisks,  tall,  and  comparatively  narrow,  of  ba^,.  and 
all  hoary  with  moss  and  lichen,  were  actually  stiU  connected 
ydHh  the  mass  of  rock  below^  They  w«r^  the  wasted  upper 
portions  of  vast  dikes  and  veins  of  a  gray,  large-grained  si^te, 
that  traverse  the  fundamental  gneiss  of  the  valley,  and  which 
i  fbund  veined,  in  turn,  by  threads  and  seams  of  a  white 
quartz,  abounding  in  drusy  cavities^  thickly  lined  along  their 
fiddes  with  sprig  crystala  Never  had  I  se^a  sudi  lovely  crych 
tals  on  the  ^ores  of  Cromarty,  or  any  where  else.  They  were 
6ihB,f  and  transparent  as  the  purest  spring  water,  famished 
eadi  with  six  sides,  and  sharpened  atop  into  six  facet;.  Bor- 
rewifig  (ne^of  Cousia  Oe^rge^  iyomaeijB,  I  soon  filled  a  Mttle 
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box  with  these  gems,  whidi  ev^  my  mother  aid  9amt  w^mp^ 
content  to  admire,  as  what  of  old  used,  they  said,  to  be  called 
Bristol  diamonds,  and  set  in  silver  brooches  and  sleeve-buttoiel 
Further,  within  less  than  a  hundred  yards  of  liie  cottage,  i 
found  a  lively  little  stream,  brown,  but  dear  as  a  cairngorm 
of  the  purest  water,  and  abounding,  as  I  soon  ascertained^  in 
trout,  lively  and  little  like  itself  and  gaily  i^pedkled  witl^ 
scarlet  It  winded  through  a  flat,  dank  meadow,  never  dis* 
turbed  by  the  plough ;  for  it  had  been  a  burying-ground  of  did, 
and  flat  undressed  stones  lay  thick  amid  the  rank  grass.  Ani, 
in  the  lower  comer,  where  the  old  turf^waQ  had  sunk  into  aa 
inconspicuous  mound,  there  stood  a  mighty  tree,  all  solitary, 
for  its  fellows  had  long  before  disappeared,  and  so  hollow- 
hearted  in  its  corrupt  old  age,  that,  though  it  still  threw  oat 
every  season  a  mighty  expanse  of  foliage,  I  was  able  to  creep 
Into  a  little  chamber  in  its  trunk,  from  which  I  could  look  out 
through  circular  openings  where  boughs  once  hod  been,  aod 
listen,  when  a  sudd^i  shower  came  sweeping  down  the  gleti, 
to  the  pattering  of  the  rain-drops  amid  the  leaves.  Hie  vall^ 
of  the  Gruids  was  perhaps  not  one  of  the  finest  or  most  hmtt- 
tiful  of  Highland  valleys,  but  it  was  a  very  admirable  place 
after  all ;  and  amid  its  woods,  and  its  rocks,  and  its  tomlunis, 
and  at  the  side  of  its  little  trouting  stream,  the  weeks  passed 
delightfully  away. 

My  cousin  William,  the  merchant,  had,  as  I  have  said, 
many  guests ;  but  they  were  all  too  grand  to  tak«  any  notice 
of  me.  There  was,  however,  one  delightful  man,  who  Wis 
said  to  know  a  great  deal  about  rocks  and  stones,  Uuit,  haviag 
heard  of  my  fine  large  crystals,  desired  to  see  both  them  and 
the  boy  who  had  found  them ;  and  I  was  admitted  to  bear 
him  talk  about  granites,  and  marbles,  and  metallic  veins,  and 
the  gems  that  lie  hid  among  the  mountains  in  nodes  and  cnm 
nies.  I  am  afraid  I  would  not  now  de^n  him  a  very  aeoooK 
plished  mineralogist:  I  remember  enough  of  his  oonversation 
to  conclude  that  he  knew  but  little,  and  that  little  not  very 
correctly ;  but  not  before  Werner  or  Hutton  cocdd  I  have 
bowed  down  with  a  profound  leveraioe.    He  up^Aie  «f  the 


^mmMm  of  Aasyv^ — of  the  petri&otions  of  Hehnsdale  wai 
Bront, — of  sbdils  and  planta  cmabedded  in  solid  rooka,  and  of 
Ibaresl  trees  oonverted  into  stone ;  and  mj  ears  drank  in  knowl- 
edge eaged  jF,  as  tbose  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba  of  old  when  she 
liat^ied  to  Solomon.  But  all  too  soon  did  the  conversatioii 
change.  •  My  eooain  was  jxa^ty  in  Gaelie  etyxnologj,  and  00 
.wa»  die  taiaenikigist ;  and  while  mj  cousin  held  that  the  name 
of  the  Barony  of  Gmida  was  derived  firom  the  great  hollow 
tpee,  the  mineralogiat  was  quite  as  certain  that  it  was  derived 
fyoga  its  si^te,  or,  as  he  termed  it,  its  graniUy  whieh  re- 
•emhled,  he  remaorked^  from  the  whiteness  of  its  feldspar,  a 
pieoe  of  eurd.  Qrmds^  said  the  one^  meana  the  place  of  the 
g?;est  tree;  Gfruids, said  the  oth^,means  the  placeof  the  cur- 
dled fitoiie.  I  do  not  remember  how  they  settled  the  contro- 
i^ee^f ;  bat  it  terminated,  by  an  easy  transitiiHi,  in  a  discussion 
Mspeoting  the  authenticity  of  Ossian, — a  sulject  on  winch  they 
'were  both  perfectly  agreed.  , There  could  exist  no  manner  of 
doubt  regacdiBg  the  &ot  that  the  poemsgivento  the  world  by 
'MAiB§hi&tion  had  been  enng  in  the  Highlands  by  Ossian,  the 
aoB  <^  Fingsd,  more  than  fourteen  hundred  years  before.  My 
^oiimn  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Highland  Society  ;  and 
the  Highland  Society^  in  these  days,  was  very  much  engaged 
^asoertainivg  the  ri^  cut  of  the  philabeg,  and  in  determin- 
ii^  the  dur<»iology  and  true  sequence  of  events  in  the  Oasianio 

Happiness  per^t  and  entire  is,  it  is  said,  not  to  be  enjoyed 
4a  this  flttbhinary  state ;  and  even  in  the  Gruids,  where  there 
*w$»  80  mndito  be  seen,  heard,  and  found  out,  and  wh^e  I  was 
mfBomtsA  by  more  than  thirl^  miles  from  my  Latin, — ^fi>r  I  had 
juKK^t  ncne  of  it  from  home  with  me,— ^s  same  Ossianic 
teefitMnrersy  toee  like  a  Hi^^Uaad  £3g  on  my  horizon^  to  cfaiU 
and  6mkm  my  honxa  of  enjoyment.  My  cousin  possessed 
■ecvHrythiag.that  had  been  written  on  the  subject,  including  a 
reesuidevalde  amount  of  manuscript  of  his  own  composition ; 
>aiid  as  Undo  James  had  mqiired  him  with  the  belief  that  I 
•eosdd  nimrtar  anythiBg  to  whieh.  in:  good  earnest  I  set  my  mind, 
•he  had  detonateed  thatit  shofOd  beiio.lMit  of  hi9  if  I  did 
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tiGi<7^  of  OflBiaiL  This  wm  awfuL  I  liked  BlAiir^  DisBertar 
tion  well  enough,  nor  did  I  greatly  quarrel  with  that  of 
Kamee;  asad  as  for  Sir  Walter's  critique  In  tiie  JBtHmbttrphj 
on  tlui  <^po8ite  side,  I  tfaoogfal  il  not^only  thordu^ify  aeiieil»k^ 
1>ut,  as  it  fimuidied  me  with  ngamaKS  against  the  oA^a, 
de^ly  interestiiig  to  boot  B«t  tbms  aitaeeded  a  jvaat 
ocean  of  dissettatiDn^  emitted  i^f  Hi^^dand  g«B«i/sitiMi*i(Qd 
tiieir  fnends,  as  the  dragon  in  the  Ap«mal|tpaa  emlMad  tbd 
gfeat  flood  which  the  eaith  swallowed  isp  ;  and,  wlmn  ^nce 
fidrly  embarked  upon  it  I  oonid  see  no  fAore  and  ind  noboi* 
torn.  And  so  at  length,  l^bov^h  Teiy  «EWillix^ly,--*-lbr  mj 
iMittsin  was  very  ki]id,--4  fiurly  mntanied  and  "struck  wotk, 
justatfhe'had  began  to  profMisetfaait^  after  masteriiig  the  ai»- 
thenHMty  oontrorersy,  I  should  set  inyaelf  to  aequire  Gaelk^ 
in  order  tiittt  I  might  be  alile  to  read  Osribnin  -tfaeorigiBAL 
My  eousiB  was  not  weU  pleased ;  boti  did  not  ohooed  ta  u^ 
gravate  the  ease  byigiviag  enpitemonto  therwrtpiiaiiap  wJbkdi, 
ini&tead  of  lessening,  has  ratherigiDwn  upon  me  fluiee,'th«l  an 
I  possessed  an  Engli^  ec^yof  the  poaihs,  I  had  read  ttetsnci 
Osska  in  the  original  already.  With  Cousin  Greoige,'how«> 
eirer,  wbo,  though  stmng  on  the  adthentMitjjr  ^aidfli,  liked  a 
joke  rather  belter  tfaanhe  did  OssiBn,  I  was  mnre  free;  and 
to  him  iTshtured  to  designate  his  bvother's  fine  €hleliQ  copy 
of  the  poems,  with  a  superb  head  of  the  anoient  bardaffised^ 
aa  ''^ePottiKiof  Ossian  in  GMlie,  tuandatod*  from  the  orig- 
inai  fii^llsh  by  Oidr  antibor."  George  h^dud  grim,  and 
eaHod  me  infidel,  and  then  laugbed,  and  sofal  he  would  txHi 
his  bfotiier.  fiuthe  ^Mn't ;  andaa  I  reailyiikBd'thefpoenis^ 
espe<Mly  *'  Tewuthz^^  and  sonse  of  thie  smaller  pieeea,  and^euld 
read' theaa  wMi more  real  pleaaatelhan  ihe;grsater partaf  the 
HigUanders  who  believed  in  them,  I  didnot  wholly  loae credit 
with  my  oousin  the  mi^Tchant.  'He  ev^npromted  to  |»reaenk 
me  with  a  fine}y4x)mid  edition  of  the  "^  Megairt  fixtarMta,"  in 
tkhto  hc^y  ootavo  i^olumea,  wheneTvr  I  shoidd  hare  gained 
my  ii«t  j^ize  at  Ck>]isge ;  bat  I  unhie^  frakd  to  quhUQr 
myself  for  the  gift ;  and  my  eopy  of  the  "Eacliaets'*  Ihad  to 


mtrehflse  ^r  myself  ten  jeam  after,  at  *  boek^atid],  ^ 
working  in  iSk&  ndgbboiiiood  of  BiMbargh  aa  a  jcMtmeTiiiaa 
mason. 

-  hisnotevery  dajonemeetawiUisogemiaiieaHiglikHider 
as  mj  eoiisin  4hd  merdiaiit ;  and,  liioagh  he  hiMi  to  iiiq>m 
me  wkdi  aU  hia  o^m  CMfinb  Mth  and  aeal,  there  were  some  <^ 
file  litfieoM<>ritic{»naedoe8wMohheTe8oseteted|iro/l0mjwfV 
in  his  fiHier'B  heusdiold,  that  I  leanaed  to  like  very  mudu 
He  roslored  liie  genume  Highland  hreakfiut ;  and,  afW  boiWB 
mpeiat  m  basj  ezploratioii  outside,  I  found  I  oonld  asthOTougb- 
hf  admire  the  grooniiigtaMe,  with  its  dieeee,  and  its  trout,  and 
its  o(M  meat,  as  even  the  immortal  Lexioagrapher  himself. 
Some  ci  ^le  didbes,  too,  which  he  reodyed  were  at  kftst  eMri-> 
OQB.  The^  was  a  supply  of  ^roc&jim-meal  prq)aied,^*4l  e« 
giuin  drkid  in  a  pot  orer  the  fire,  and  then  oomeiy  gvofuad  in 
a  handmiU, — w^axk  made  eakes  that,  when  ihej  had  hunger 
fyf  tt/ear  sauee^  eould  be  eaten ;  and  on  more  than  one  ooea^ 
9»on  I  shared  in  a  not  inpidatal^e  sort  of  blood-poddiag,  ea^ 
riebed  wkh  butter,  and  wril  seasoned  with  pef^per  and  salt^ 
tile  mdn  ingredient  oiwhoGti  was  derived,  throu^  a  judioousi 
use  of  the  hmoet,  frcmi  the  yeld  cattle  of  the  fiffm.  Thepsae* 
tloewasanandent,andbyDomeansun]^loaophicalone.  bir 
snram^  and  early  autumn  there  is  plenty  of  grass  in  the  Hi|^ 
lands;  but,  of  old  at  least,  there  used  to  be -^^eryBttle  grain  i» 
it  b^re  the  banning  of  October  and  as  the  cattle  eould,  iu. 
ecMisequence,  pnmde  iiiemselyes  witii  a  competent  supply  of 
blood  fiom  the  grass,  when  their  nuksters,  who  could  net  eafe 
grassy  and  had  little  else  that  Ihey  could,  eat,  were  able  to  ae- 
quireTery  litde,  it  was  opportandy  disooTsred  that  by  making 
a  diyisioa  in  this  way  of  the  all-essential  fliud,aoeumul8ledaa 
aeommon  stock,  the  civeumstanees  of  the  eattte  and  their 
owaers  eould  be  in  some  degree  eqpielised.  With  these  poem* 
Utaify  Hi^daod  dishes  there  mingled  others  not  less  genuine, 
'  and  then  a  saixnon  from  the  river,  and  a  hauneh  of 
L  from  the  hill-side, — ^which  I  relished  better  stiU ;  and 
if  aU  Hollanders  liye  but  as  well  kirthe  i»esent  day  as  I  did 


100         ii7iMnoQuiAim  sonwuiifinB; 

teteg  'mj  slay  witk  my  aont  «nd  ^oilAiw,  tbey^wtNM  '1>e 
raHier  wreasoottble  irere  they  gmatly  tb  c6inid«ik 

There  were  some  of  the  other  Highland  restoratioiifl  eAoled 
by  my  eottsmthftt  pleased m«miiek  HeotMsriamUy^gaCiiw- 
ed  at  night  axoimd  the  eailsral  Ha'  five  «- eitoler  of  theelderiy 
ttkm  ci  the  neighboHiood^iio  repeat  kttg^ertved  moMA^m 
^  the  old  ckii  ftNKb  of  the  district,  and  wOd  Fkigallan  k|^^ 
and  though,  of  oovrse,  if^hmt  of  the  Imguage  In  <w)iioh  the 
atoriee  were  oonveyed^by  tokSngmy  BeatberideCoiiflfai<S«Qffge, 
andgetthig  him  to  traiulate  to  me  in  an  under  taae, aa the 
ilarratlTes  wmit  on,  I  ooatnved  tO' carry  amy inth meat leaat 
as  mneh  of  the  dian  stories  and  lihe  legends  aa  I  ever  after 
finmd  nae  for.  The  dan  stories  were  "waadng  at  dw  ^me 
xatherdimandtmoertahihiSuthiOTland.  The  oovnty,  through 
tibe  inflaenoe  of  itegood  Earls  and  its  godly  Lords  Beay,faad 
been  early  convi^rted  to  Proteataaitiam ;  aaditrpeoidefaadin 
oonseqnenee  ceased  to  tdce  liberties  wilh  liie  throats  and  estlie 
of  their  neighbors,  about  a  hundred  years  earHer  than  in 
any  odher  port  of  the  Scotcii  Highlands.  Andas  ibr  thefln'- 
galian  legends,  tlioy  were,  I  found,  very  wild  legends  indeed. 
Some  of  them  immoitalized  wonderful  hunters,  who  had  ex- 
cited the  lore  of  FingaFs  lady,  and  whom  her  aim^ry  andjedl* 
ons  husband  hod  aent  out  to  hant  monstrous  wild  boars  with 
poisonous  bristiee  en  thefar  backs,*— seonre  in  liiia  ^my  of  get- 
ting rid^thnm.  And  seme  of  th^membaftmod  the  misdeeds 
of  qariliess  dinunutiYe  Ftcos,  net  ireiy  mneh  «bove  fifteen 
feet  in  height,  who,  unlifce^eir  moreaotlTe  oonqianicns,  oould 
not  kapacroas  tiie  Chfomaity  or  Dovnoch  Frilin  on  ii^ 
and  who,  as  was  natoial,  were  despised  by  ^diewcmen  of  ihe 
tribe  rerj  mnch.  The  pieees  of  fine  aentfaKLent  -  and  brilliant 
desoriptton  discovered  by  Macpberson  iseemed  imvet  to  harre 
found  their  way  into  ihis  nordieni  distriet.  But,  UAd  in  fiuent 
Gaelic,  in  the  gneat  ^^  Ha',''  the  wild  legends  served  every  ne- 
cessai^- purpose  equally  well.  The  ^^ Ha'"  in  the  autunm 
nights,  as  the  days  shortened  and  the  fh>sts  set  in,  was  a  genial 
plaoe ;  and  soattaehed  was  my  cousin  to  its  distinctive  piin- 
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4ipl6,---i2i6  fire  kitfa»BiiArt|-*«a  handed  do^wnftom  the^dejs 
of  other  years,"  that  in  the  plan  of  a  new  two-at<»ried  houae 
foft  his  fiither,  which  he  had  prooured  from  a  LondiA  axchi- 
tootiy  one  cMf  the  nether  rooms  was  actually  dengned  in  the  eir- 
cnlarlbrm;  and  a  hearth  like  a  milktone,  placed  in  the  centre, 
rtyrcacnted  the  place  of  the  fire.  But  there  waa,  aa  I  re- 
mariced  to  Cbusin  George^  no  correqtonding  central  hole  in  the 
room  above,  through  which  to  let  up  the  amoke;  and  I  ^piea- 
^ixo^  whether  a  nicelj-plaatered  apartment,  round  aa  a  hand- 
1k>x,  with  a  fire  in  the  middle,  like  the  sun  in  the  centre  of 
an  Orrery,  would  hare  been  quite  like  aoiything  ever  aeen  In 
the  Hi^ands  before.  The  plan,  however,  was  not  destined 
to  eneoimter  criticism,  w  f^veironble  in  the  eaeeution  of  it 
On  Sabbaths  my  cousin  and  his  two  brodters  attended  the 
parish  <^urch,  attired  in  the  fiill  Highland  dress ;  and  throe 
handbome,  weU'foivned  men  they  were ;  but  my  a«at>  thofgh 
mayhap  not^te  without  the  mother's  pride,  ^aot^preat^ 
reMidi  the eadubitm  ;  and  opener  than  once  I  heardher  an^ 
aotoher  sister  my  mother ;  tbou^  she,  smitten  by  the  gaUant 
a|^>e8raiiee  of  her  n^hews,  seemed  indined  ralber  to  take  the 
opponte  ndOi  My  unele,  on  the  other  hand,  said  nothing 
e^her  for  or  against  the  display.  He  had  been  a  keen  Higb- 
kader  mhis  younger  days  ;  and  wben  Ae  inhibition  agaiaal 
wearing  tartan  and  tiie  jribilab^  had  been  virtually  removet!, 
i&eonsideratienof  theadnevements  of  the  '^  hardy  and  daun^ 
less  men"  who,  aoooidi^  to  Chatham,  cMifuered  for  England 
^  in  every  quarter  of  t^  glQbe,"iie'had  oelebraled  the  e^wnt 
m  a  merry^makuig,  atiwhkh'the  chuMe  was  kept  iip  fiwm 
night  till  nsioiniag  ;  but  tlM»u|^  he  retained,'!  sospeot,  'his 
eld  parlia]itiea,'lie  irasndwaHBeberedHian.;  andwhealvvft- 
turodtoadtMm,'OnoBO'oeea«oB,why  hetoo-«did  not 'get  ^a 
Sunday  kUt,  wMdi,  by  the  wt^,  he  would  <^  Aovs^al,"  notwith- 
BtandiBg  bis  yeansy'  as  well  as  ^aj  of  his  sons,  he  aeraly  re* 
plied^  with  aqniet  '^  No,  no ;  Aq^b  no  fool  Mke  an  old  fooL" 
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CHAPTER  VI 

"WImb  thesr  «swe  the  daikMve  iiioli^ 
Tbqjr  aa(  th»m  downe  and  oyed." 

Babks  in  thk  Wood. 

I  flPBRT  the  holidays  of  two  odier  autamns  in  Ai»deliglitfcl 
Highlttid  Talley.  On  tiie  second,  as  on  the  first  ooeaaion,  I 
hftd  aooompanied  my  mother,  spedallj  invited ;  but  the  Mtd 
joomey  was  an  unsanctioned  undertaking  of  my  own  and  a 
Oomarty  cousin,  my  contemporary,  to  whom,  as  he  had  ncTer 
tMTelled  the  way,  I  had  to  act  as  protector  and  gnide.  I 
readied  my  aunt's  cottage  without  mishap  or  adventure  of  any 
kind ;  but  found,  that  during  the  twelvenA>nth  that  had  just 
elapsed,  great  change  had  taken  place  in  tiie  circumstances  <^ 
the  household.  My  coumn  George  wiio  had  married  in  llie 
interim,hadgonetor6»deinacottageof  his  own;  andlsocm 
aaeertained  that  my  counn  WilMam,  who  had  been  for  several 
months  rendent  with  his  fiither,  had  not  nearly  so  many  vifiilK>rs 
as  belbre  ;  nor  did  presents  <^  salmon  and  haunches  of  veni- 
son come  at  all  sooften  the  way.  Immediately  afterthe  final 
diaoomfitiire  of  Napoleon,  an  extensive  course  of  specnlal^eii 
in  which  he  had  voitured  to  ^igage  had  turned  out  so  ill,  that, 
instead  of  making  him  a  fortune,  as  at  .first  seemed  probable, 
it  had  landed  him  in  the  Cheette  ;  and  he  was  now  tiding  over 
the  diffieolties  of  a  time  of  settlem«it,  six  hundred  mUes  from 
the  scene  of  disaater,in  the  hope  of  being  80<m  ^labled  to  be- 


^n  ibe  mroM  iktiliir.  &e  tK)re  liib  loisim  wiCk  q«lel  ttiftgtui. 
nimity ;  s&d  I  leamed  to  know^  and  lik«  him  better  during  bk 
period  of  eclipse  than  in  the  previous  time,  when  sammer 
friendte  had  fliftteted  itiround  him  by  snores.  He  %«s  a  gener- 
ous, ^«rttrm-heiaiied  man,  ivti6  Mt,  wUfa  Ike  fontee  of  an  im^ 
planted  ki««lnift  not  t^efanafed  io  all,  tl»t  it  k  moi^  bleaaed 
to  give  ^lia  10  iftte^e ;  and  Ifurtt  dmiMeas  aiHaeiMroyfaiaii 
<^i^tttre,  and  worthy,  in 'tMa  point'4[>f  Tiinr,  tikettpiedid  a«1»ft- 
tion  of  motaiidts  afeid  phybsopAi«f«,  ifaat  his  old  aaaodtttea,  tiia 
grand gentlemi^, didnot now (iftai oomehis ^anay ;  aeatng thai 
his  kifibility  any  longek*  ^  gi?e  -would  have  ooat  faim,  in  the 
drsvmstaiioes,  greatpaln. 

I  was  mudi  with  myeduain  George  in  ids  new  dirtBHh^. 
It  was  one  of  ^  most  d^ghtftil  of  Hijijhkaid  eottagas,  and 
George  was  happy  in  it,  &r  above  the  average  lot  fft  hunMnfty, 
witii  hiB  yoii^  w^  Hefaad  dared,  in  oppo«iti<m  to  <he  gci»« 
«ml  ^toiee  of  the  dBBtrict^  to  bnild  it  telf-wsy  up  the  ak^  <sr 
a  beauti&l  3)(nnh«i,  HiAt,  wi^vkig  wkh  birdi  Ibotn  base  «i> 
summit,  roseTcsgakrlaa^a  p^^«attiid  from  the  bottom  of  the  im^ 
ley,  4iktd  commanded  la  widie  vi<(w  of  Looh  8hin  en  'the  ^iie 
himd,  Krith  !&e  m^ora  aisd  -moimtainB  tlfat  lie  beyoiad ;  vtA 
ovwloolDad,  <m  the  4>l3i^r,  wi^  all  the  'ricfaer  p<»Ci^na  ^  ithe 
Barotiy  ef  Qiruids^  the  ^bcopct  and  j^ctureaqoe  haaoktef 
Idikg.  Hal^hidden  by  the  fm^M  birohen  treesi that  apumg 
up  thick' areidnd,  with  their  silvery  boles  and  li^  foliage,  it 
Waa  raider  a  nest  tiiaaahoitea;  and  Geoi!ge^«BMMu^pated,'by 
has  !r^adQig,iaBd'hiB  f«bldenee  ibr  a  time  in  ihe  eolith,  frdaa 
stleiast  Uie  wilder  bett^  of  t^  looality,  iuM  «o  eafier,  aa 
hadbe€iipredioted,«xrtfab  tanttriiy;  aallie^ food  people," 
who^inifishto  their  ^rad^rtnd'ttttde-ichoieedf  the  plaeefer 
thesoaelvee  Jdng  before,  never,  to  &is  icaowiedge^  paid  him  a 
vii^  He  had  biei^M  ^'a^UKm  of  ^the  ftmily  libtwry  with 
him ;  and  it  wm-  a  li^fe^are.  He  faAdmathemilieal  instru 
menta,  te^,  afid)aicolor4K>x,  and  the  to<^  <^  faia  piiofeission ; 
in  eq»edfli,  IsKg^bHnmers  fitted  to  bte^  and! 

was  goneroasly  made  firee  of  them  :aU,-^bioolB8y  iaatruttenta, 
oolor-boiK,  and  hammefa.    iH]s<M)tti^e,too,'4K)iamanded,fiom 


ltaatlmti<ft^a^teI]glltMtarietyofmo8tinteTe8til^ol>je^  It 
liad  all  the  advantages  of  my  uncle's  domicile,  and  a  great  manj 
more. 

The  nearer  shores  of  Loch  Shin  were  scarce  half  a  mile 
awaj ;  and  there  was  a  low  long  promontory  which  shot  ont 
into  the  lake,  tliat  was  covered  at  that  time  by  an  andent  wood 
of  dodd^ed  time-worn  trees,  and  bore  amid  its  outer  solitades^ 
where  the  waters  drded  round  its  terminal  apex,  one  of  those 
towers  of  hoary  eld,  memorials,  mayhap,  of  the  primeval  stones 
period  in  our  island,  to  which  the  circular  erecti(»s  of  Gl^ielg 
and  Domadilla  belong.  It  was  formed  of  undressed  stones  of 
vast  size,  uncemented  by  mortar ;  and  through  the  tliick  walls 
ran  winding  passages, — ^the  only  covered  portions  of  the  build- 
ing, for  the  inner  area  had  never  been  furnished  with  a  roo^— * 
in  whidi,  when  a  sudden  shower  descended,  the  loiterer  amid 
the  ruins  could  find  shelter.  It  was  a  &8cinat»ng  place  to  a 
curious  boy.  Some  of  the  old  trees  had  become  mere  whitened 
skeletons,  that  stretched  forth  their  blasted  arms  to  the  e^y^ 
and  had  so  slight  a  hold  of  the  soil,  that  I  have  overthrown 
them  with  a  delightful  crash,  by  merely  running  against  them ; 
the  heath  rose  thick  beneath,  and  it  was  a  source  of  fearful  joy 
to  know  that  it  harbored  snakes  full  three  feet  long;  and 
though  the  loch  itself  is  by  no  means  one  of  our  finer  High- 
land lochs,  it  furnished,  to  at  least  my  eye  at  this  time,  a  de- 
lightful prospect  in  still  October  mornings,  when  the  light  gos- 
samer went  sailing  about  in  white  fihny  threads,  and  birch  and 
hazel,  glorified  by  decay,  served  to  embroider  with  gold  the 
brown  hill-eddes  which,  standing  up  on  either  hand  in  their 
long  vista  of  more  than  twenty  miles,  form  the  barriers  of  the 
lake ;  and  when  the  sun,  still  struggling  with  a  blue  diluted  haze, 
fell  delicately  on  the  smooth  sur&ce,  or  twinkled  for  a  moment 
on  the  silvery  coats  of  the  little  trout,  as  they  sprang  a  few 
inches  into  the  air,  and  then  broke  the  water  into  a  series  of 
concentric  rings  in  their  descent.  When  I  last  passed  the 
way,  both  the  old  wood  and  the  old  tower  were  gone ;  and  fefr 
the  latter,  which,  though  much  a  ruin,  might  have  survived 
jfor  agesi  I  found  only  a  long  extent  of  dry-stone  dike,  and 
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ike  ^ride  riog  fyrmed  hj  the  old  fouodaticorfltoBefly  iriiiflh  had 
proved  too  massive  to  be  removed*  A  greatlj  more  entire 
erection  of  the  same  age  and  style,  known  of  old  as  Duoali»* 
cagf — ^which  stood  on  the  Eoss-shire  side  of  the  Dornoch 
frith,  and  within  whose  walls,  forming,  as  it  did,  a  sort  of 
half-waj  stage,  I  used,  on  these  Sutherlandshire  journeys,  to 
eat  my  piece  of  cake  with  a  double  relish, — ^I  found,  on  last 
passing  the  way,  similarly  represented.  Its  gray  venerable 
vralls,  and  dark  winding  passages  of  many  steps,— even  the 
huge  pear-shaped  lintel,  which  had  stretched  over  its  little 
door,  and  which,  according  to  tradition,  a  great  Fingalian  lady 
had  once  thrown  across  the  Dornoch  Fridi  from  off  the  point 
of  her  spindle, — had  all  disappeared,  and  I  saw  instead,  only  a 
dry-stone  wall.  The  men  of  the  present  generation  do  certain- 
ly live  in  a  most  enlightened  age, — ^an  age  in  which  every  trace 
of  the  barbarism  of  our  early  ancestors  is  &st  disappearing; 
and  were  we  but  more  zealous  in  immortalizing  Ihe  public 
benefactors  who  efface  such  dark  memorials  of  the  past  as 
the  tower  of  Dunaliscag  and  the  promontory  of  Loch  Shin,  it 
would  be,  doubtless,  an  encouragement  to  others  to  speed  us 
yet  further  on  in  the  march  of  improvement.  It  seems  scarce 
fair  that  the  enlightened  destroyers  of  Arthur's  Oven,  or  of  the 
bas-relief  known  as  Robm  of  Redesdale,  or  of  the  Town-cross 
of  Edinburgh,  should  enjoy  all  the  celebrity  attendant  on  such 
acts,  while  the  equally  deserving  iconoclasts  of  Dunaliscag 
and  the  tower  of  Loch  Shin  should  be  suffered  to  die  without 
their  fame. 

I  remember  spending  one  singularly  delightful  morning  with 
Cousin  George  beside  the  ancient  tower.  He  pointed  out  to 
me,  amid  the  heath,  several  plants  to  which  the  old  High- 
landers used  to  attach  occult  virtues, — ^plants  that  disenchant- 
ed bewitched  cattle,  not  by  their  administration  as  medicines 
to  the  sick  animals,  but  by  bringing  them  in  contact,  as  charms, 
with  the  injured  milk ;  and  plants  which  were  used  as  phil- 
ters either  for  procuring  love  or  exciting  hatred.  It  was,  he 
showed  me,  the  root  of  a  species  of  orchis  that  was  employed 
in  Tn^lfi"g  the  plulters.    While  most  of  the  radical  fibres  of 
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tte  plttit  i«talii  the  or^Bimry  c^Bndiieat  fbnn,  two  oftlidbr 
number  are  iwiially  found'  developed  into  siardij  tnberdea  ^ 
but,  belonging  apparently  to  dififer^it  seasops,  one  of  the  two 
is  of  a  dark  color,  and  of  such  gravity  Uiat  it  ainks  in  water  ^ 
while  liid  odier  is  li|^it-colored,  and  floats.  And  a  powder 
made  of  th«  l^t-colored  tubercle  fonned  tJie  main  ingr^ 
dient,  said  my  oouffln,^  in  the  love  philter;  while  a  powder 
made  of  tha  dark'<K>lored  one  exdted,  it  was  held,  <»dy  an*' 
tipadiy  and  di&like.  And  then  Geosge  would  speeulaite  oit 
lite  origb  of  %  belief  wMdi  oould,  as  he  said,  neither  be  sug- 
^ted  by  reason  nor  tested  by  exp^ence.  living,  however^ 
among  a  people  witl)  whom  belief  of  this  kind  Jwere  still  v)]U4 
and  influential,  he  did  not  wholly  escape  tbdr  itifluenee ;  aii4 
I  saw  him  in  one  instance  administer  to  an  ailing  cow  a  little^ 
five  trout,  simply  because  the  traditions  of  the  district  assured 
him  that  a  trout  swallowed  alive  by  the  creature  was  the  only 
specific  in  the  case.  Some  of  his  Highland  stories  were  very, 
curious.  He  communicated  to  me,  for  example,  beside  the 
broken  tower,  a  tradition  illustrative  of  the  Celtic  theory  of 
dreaming,  of  which  I  have  since  often  thought,  Twq  young 
men  had  been  spending  tiie  early  portion  of  a  wam^  sun^nel^ 
day  in  ex»pjtly  such  a  scene  as  that  in  whiph  he  comoiunjcated. 
the  anecdote.  There  ^^  anaiipient  ruia  beside  them,  sepa- 
rated, however,  from  the  mossy  ba^k  oipi  which  they  sc^t,  by  a 
■lender  runnel,  across  whi<&  tiiere  l^y,  imn^iediately  over  a 
miniature  cascade,  a  fbw  withered  grass  stalks.  Overcome 
by  the  heat  of  t^e  day,,  oii^e  c^  th^  young  moi  feU  asle<q> ;  Ub' 
companion  watched  drowsily  beside  hpa ;  when  all  at  once  d>Q 
watcher  was  aroused  to  attention  by  seeing  a  little  indistinot 
form,  scarce  larger  than  a  humble-bee,  iss|ie  from  the  mouth  of' 
the  sleeping  man,  and,  leaping  upoa  the  moss,  move  down* 
wards  to  the  runnel,  wMch  it  crossed  along  the  withered  grass 
stalks,  and  then  disappeared  aijaid  the  ikxterstices  of  the  ruin. 
Alarmed  by  what  he  saw,  the  watcher  hastily  shook  his  com- 
panion by  the  shoulder,  and  awoke  hiip ;  though,  with  dl  his 
haste,  the  little  cloud-Hke  creatuire,.  cMill  more  rapid  in  its  move- 
ments,  issued  from  the  interstice  into  which  it  had  gona,  and, 
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flying  acroBS  tiie  runnel,  instead  of  creeping  along  the  grass 
stalks  and  over  tlie  sward,  as  before,  it  re-entered  tiie  mouth 
of  the  sleeper,  just  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  awakening.  **  What 
is  the  matter  with  you  T  said  the  watcher,  greatly  alarmed. 
**  What  ails  you  V*  "  Nothing  ails  me,"  replied  the  other ; 
"  but  you  have  robbed  me  of  a  most  delightful  dream.  I 
dreamed  I  was  walking  through  a  fine,  rich  country,  and  came 
at  length  to  the  shores  of  a  noble  river;  and,  just  where  the 
dear  water  went  thundering  down  a  precipice,  there  was  a 
bridge  all  of  sOver,  which  I  crossed ;  and  then,  entering  a 
noble  palace  on  the  opposite  side,  I  saw  great  heaps  of  gold 
and  jewels ;  and  I  was  just  going  to  load  myself  with  treas- 
ure, whwi  you  rudely  awoke  me,  and  I  lost  all."  I  know  not 
what  the  asserters  of  the  clairvoyant  faculty  may  thmk  of  the 
story;  but  I  rj^ther  believe  I  have  occasionally  seen  them 
make  use  of  anecdotes  that  did  not  rest  on  evidence  a  great 
d^  more  solid  than  the  Highland  legend,  and  that  illustrated 
not  much  more  clearly  the  philosophy  of  the  phenomena  with 
which  they  profess  to  deal. 

Of  all  my  cousins.  Cousin  George  was  the  one  whose  pur- 

'  suits  most  nearly  resembled  my  own,  and  in  whose  society  I 

most  delighted  to  share.     He  did  sometimes  borrow  a  day 

&om  his  work,  even  afler  his  marriage ;  but  then,  according 

to  the  poet,  it  was 

**The  love  he  bore  to  science  was  in  fatUi.** 

The  borrowed  day  was  always  spent  in  transferring  to  paper 
some  architectural  design,  or  in  working  out  some  mathemat- 
ical problem,  or  in  rendering  some  piece  of  Gaelic  verse  into 
Bnglish,  or  some  pieee  of  English  prose  into  Gaelic ;  and  as 
he  was  a  steady,  careful  man,  the  appropriated  day  was  never 
seriously  misaed«  Hie  winter,  too,  was  all  his  own,  for  in 
those  northern  districts,  masons  are  never  employed  from  a 
little  after  Hallow-day,  till  the  second,  or  even  third  month  of 
spring, — a  circumstance  which  I  carefully  noted  at  this  time 
in  its  bearing  on  the  amusements  of  my  cousin,  and  which 
afterwards  weighed  not  a  little' with  me  when  I  came  to  make 
6 
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dioioeofapTQfesaioiiformyself  And  George's  wiiiters  were 
always  ijogeniousl  j  spent  He  had  a  great  command  of  Gaelio^ 
and  A  yery  tolerable  command  of  English ;  and  so  a  translar 
don  of  Bunyan's  '^  Visions  of  Heaven  and  Hell,"  which  he 
published  seyeral  years  subsequent  to  this  period,  was  not 
cxily  well  received  by  his  country  folk  of  Sutherland  and  Boss, 
but  waf  said  by  competent  judges  to  be  really  a  not  inadequate 
rendering  of  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  noble  old  tinker 
of  Elstow.  I  of  course  oould  be  no  authority  respecting  the 
merits  of  a  translation,  the  language  of  which  I  did  not  under- 
stand ;  but  living  much  amid  the  literature  of  a  time  when 
almost  every  volume,  whether  the  Virgil  of  a  Dryden  or  the 
Meditations  of  a  Hervey,  was  heralded  by  its  sets  of  compli- 
mentary verses,  and  having  a  deep  interest  in  whatever  Cousin 
George  undertook  and  performed,  I  addressed  to  him  in  the 
old  style,  a  few  introductory  stanzas,  which,  to  indulge  me  in 
the  inexpressible  luxury  of  seeing  myself  in  print  for  the  first 
time,  he  benevolently  threw  into  type.  They  survive  to  re- 
mind me  that  my  cousin's  belief  in  Ossian  did  exert  some  little 
influence  over  my  phraseology  when  I  addressed  myself  to 
him,  and  that^  with  the  rashness  natural  to  immature  youth, 
I  had  at  this  time  the  temerity  to  term  myself  ^^poet" 

Vei,  oft  Fve  said,  m  oft  Fve  teen 

The  meo  who  dwell  its  hills  among^ 
Thai  Moryen's  land  haa  erer  beea 

A  land  of  raior,  worth,  and  aoi^. 

But  Ignorance,  of  daifcnesa  dire, 

Has  oW  that  land  a  manUe  sprawl ; 
And  all  antan'd  and  nule  the  lyre 

That  soands  beneath  its  gloomy  shade. 

With  irniae  of  ealm,  nutlrii^  wlag^ 

O,  be  it  thine,  my  friend,  to  show 
The  Celtic  swain  how  Saxons  sing 

Of  Hell's  dire  gloom  and  Hearen's  glow  I 

Bo  shall  the  meed  of  fione  be  thine, 

Tbe  glistening  bay-wreath  green  and  gay ; 
Thy  p9ttj  loo,  thoogh  weak  his  line^ 
1  flwDM  Ibr  thee  U&>  appvoTing  fagr. 
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LoDgfng  for  soine  profession  in  which  his  proper  work  won)  A 
give  exercise  to  the  £iculties  which  he  most  delighted  to  col* 
tivate,  my  cousin  resolved  on  becoming  candidate  for  a  Gaelic 
Society  school, — ^a  poor  enough  sort  of  office  then,  as  now ; 
but  wMdi,  by  investing  a  little  money  in  cattle,  by  tilling  a 
little  croft,  and  by  now  and  th^n  emitting  from  the  press  a 
<3faelic  translation,  might,  he  thought,  be  rendei^  sufficiently 
remunerative  to  supply  the  very  moderate  wants  of  himself 
and  his  little  &tnily.  And  so  he  set  out  for  Edinburgh,  amply 
furnished  With  testimonials  that  meant  more  in  htd  case  than 
testimonials  usually  mean,  to  stand  aii  examination  before  a 
Committee  of  the  Gaelic  School  Society.  Unluckily  for  his 
success,  however,  instead  of  bringing  with  him  his  ordinary 
Sabbath-day  suit  of  dark  brown  and  blue,  (the  kilt  had  been 
assumed  for  but  a  few  weeks,  to  please  his  brother  William,) 
he  had  provided  himself  with  a  silit  of  tartan,  as  at  once  cheap 
and  respectable,  and  appeared  before  the  Coinmittee,^f  not 
in  the  garb,  in  &t  least  Ufe  m6;6y-o61ored  hues  of  his  clan, — a 
robust,  manly  Highlaiider,  apparently  as  wetl  suited  to  enact 
the  part  Of  Ciolor-serjeant  to  the  Forty-Second,  as  to  teach 
children  their  letters.  A  grave  member  of  the  Society,  fA, 
that  time  high  in  repute  for  sanctity  of  character,  but  who 
afterwards  becoming  righteous  overmuch,  was  loosened  from 
his  charge,  and  straightway,  spurning  the  ground,  rose  into  an 
Irvingite  angel,  came  at  once  to  the  conclusion  that  no  such 
type  of  man,  encased  in  clan-tartan,  could  possibly  have  the 
root  of  the  matter  in  hini ;  and  so  he  determined  that  Cousin 
George  should  be  cast  in  the  examihatioii.  But  then,  as  it 
could  not  be  alleged  with  any  decency  tfiat  my  cousin  was 
inadmissible  on  the  score  of  his  having  too  much  tartan,  it  was 
agreed  that  he  should  be  declared  inadmissible  oh  the  score 
of  his  having  too  little  Gaelic.  And,  of  course,  at  this  result 
the  examinators  arrived ;  and  George,  ultiniately  to  his  advan- 
tage, was  cast  accordingly.  I  stilJ^  remember  the  astonish- 
ment evinced  by  a  worthy  catecliist  of  the  north, — ^himself  a 
Gaelic  teacher, — on  being  told  how  my  cousin  had  feredl 
"  George  Munro  not  allowed  to  pjws,"  he  said,  "  for  want  ot 
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ri^t  Gaelic!  Why^hehasmc^erigbtGaeliotoMBCXimwlf 
than  all  the  Society's  teachera  in  this  comer  of  Sootland  j^ 
together.  They  are  the  curiouMst  people,  some  of  these  good 
gentlemen  of  the  Edinburgh  Committees,  that  I  ever  heard  o^ 
they're  just  like  our  country  lawyers."  It  would,  however^ 
be  &r  from  &ir  to  regard  fliis  transaction,  which  took  place,  I 
may  mention,  sp  late  as  the  year  1829,  as  a  specimen  of  tb^ 
actings  of  either  dvic  societies  or  country  lawyers.  George's 
chief  examinator  on  the  occasion  was  the  minister  of  tb^ 
Gaelic  chapel  of  the  place,  at  that  time  one  of  the  Society's 
Committee  for  the  year ;  and,  not  being  a  remarkably  scrur 
pulous  man,  he  seems  to  have  stretched  a  point  or  two,  in  com^ 
pliance  with  the  pious  wishes  and  occult  judgment  of  the 
Society's  Secretary.  But  the  anecdote  is  not  without  its  lesson. 
When  devout  Walter  Taits  set  theniselyes  ingeniously  to  mar 
noBuvre  with  the  purest  of  intentions,  and  for  what  they  deem 
the  best  of  purposes, — ^when,  fi)unding  their  real  grounds  of 
objection  on  one  set  of  appearances,  they  found  their  ostensir 
ble  grounds  of  objection  on  another  and  entirely  different  set 
—they  are  always  exposed  to  the  signal  danger  of— gettii^ 
iudeyout  Duncan  M<!!aigs  to  assist  them.  Only  two  year^ 
j&om  the  period  of  my  cousin's  examination  before  the  Sooir 
ety,  his  reverend  examinator  received  at  the  bar  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justiciary,  in  the  character  of  a  thief  convicted  of 
eleven  several  acts  of  stealing,  sentence  of  transportation  for 
fourteen  years. 

I  had  several  interesting  excursions  with  my  cousin  William* 
We  found  ourselves  one  evening~-on  our  way  home  fi-om 
a  mineral  spring  which  he  had  discovered  among  the  hills — 
in  a  little  lonely  valley,  which  opened  transversely  into  thai 
of  the  Gruids,  and  which,  though  its  sides  were  mottled  with 
green  furrow-marked  patches,  had  not  at  the  time  its  single 
human  habitation.  At  the  upper  end,  however,  there  stood 
the  ruins  of  a  narrow  two-storied  house,  with  one  of  its 
gables  still  entire  from  foundation-stone  to  the  shattered 
chimney-tops,  but  with  the  other  gable,  and  the  larger  part 
of  the  front  wall,  laid  prostrate  along  the  sward.    My  cousin, 
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sfter  bid^g  me  remark  the  completeness  of  the  solitode,  saA 
iiaA  the  eye  could  not  command  fhmi  the  site  of  the  rain  a 
tingle  spci,  where  man  had  ever  dwelt,  told  me  that  it  had 
been  the  scene  of  the  strkt  sechttion,  amounting  almoM  t6 
imprisonment,  about  ei^tj  years  belbre,  of  a  ladjr  of  hl^ 
birth,  OT^  whom,  in  early  youth,  there  had  settled  a  sad  cloud 
<yf  in&my.  She  had  borneacMd  tooneof  themenkfai  of  her 
^ith^t^  house,  whioh^  wMthe  assistance  of  her  paramour,  she 
bad  muM^ed ;  aiid  behag  too  high  for  the  law  to  reach  iii 
these  northern  pailis,  at  a  time  when  liie  hereditary  juHsdio- 
tion  still  existed  entire,  ahd  her  father  was  the  sole  magistanitei, 
^  possessed  of  the  power  of  life  and  death  in  the  ^Bstriet,  c(he 
was  sent'  by  her  ^onily  to  wear  out  life  in  this  lonely  retreat^ 
In  whi<^  she  remained  secluded  from  the  world  for  more  thaa 
half  a  ceiitury.  And  then,  long  after  the  abolition  ot  the  local 
jurisdictions,  aiid  when  her  &ther  arid  brother,  with  the  ^hth« 
generation  that  knew  of  her  crime,  had  passed  away,  she  was 
pernldtted  to  take  up  her  abode  in  one  of  the  searport  townn 
of  the  north,  where  die  was  stall  remembered  at  this  t^e  as  i 
entf  old  lady,  invariably  ffllent  and'  sullen,  that  used  to  be 
seen  in^e  twilight  flitting  about  the  more  retir^  lanes  and 
looses,  like  an  unhappy  ghost  The  stoiy,  as  told  me  in  that 
solitary  valley,  just  as  the  sun  was  sinking  over  the  Mil  be^ 
yoiid,  powerfully  impressed  my  fency.  Crabbe  ^oifld  havrf 
ddighted'tb  tell  it;  arid  I  now  relate  it,  a^  it  lies  &^t  wedged 
m  my  memory,  mainly  for  the  peculiar  light  which  it  casts  oii 
file  times  of  ^e  hereditary  jurii^ctions.  It  forms  ah  example 
of  one  of  the  judicial  banishments  of  ari  age  that  used,  ih 
ordiiiary  olses,  to  save  itself  i^  sorts  of  trouble  Of  the  kirid^ 
by  hahging  its  victims.  I  maf  add,  that  I  saw  a  good  deal '  of 
&e  nei^bothood  at  this  time  in  the  company  of  my  oouaofi, 
and  gleahed,  from  my  visits  to  sihieling  ahd  cottage,  mdi^  of 
thy  conceptions  of  the  state  of  the  Northern  Highlands,  ere  th^ 
dearahce  system  had  depopulated  the  interior  of  the  country^ 
atid  priecfpitkted  its  poverty-stricken  jpopulationiipon  the  coas^ 
l^ere  wiets;  however,  one  of  my  ezcntsions  with  Gousiii 
WiBiten,lUtttttned<nitr8therui^^^  TUMHteatUbM 
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qiuuntance,  he  said,  a  poet,  who  had  taken  lesdons  under  Ml". 
Thelwall,  and  who,  though  his  verses,  when  he  published,  met 
with  no  great  success,  was  so  indebted  to  his  admirable  elocur 
tion,  as  to  be  invariablj  successful  when  he  read  them  to  his 
friends. 

Next  morning  my  injured  foot  was  stiff  and  sore ;  and,  after 
a  few  days  of  suffering,  it  suppuratbd  and  discharged  great 
quantities  of  blood  and  matter.  It  was,  however,  &st  getting 
well  again,  when,  tired  of  inaction,  and  stirred  up  by  my  cousin 
Walter,  who  wearied  sadly  of  the  highlands,  I  set  out  with 
him,  contrary  to  all  advice,  on  my  homeward  journey,  and, 
for  the  first  six  or  eight  miles,  got  on  tolerably  well.  My 
cousin,  a  stout,  active  lad,  carried  the  bag  of  Highland  luxu- 
ries— cheese,  and  butter,  and  a  full  peck  of  nuts — ^with  which 
we  had  been  laden  by  my  aunt ;  and,  by  way  offedemnity  for 
taking  both  my  share  of  the  burden  and  his  own,  he  demand- 
ed of  me  some  of  my  long  extempore  stories,  which,  shortly 
after  leaving  my  aunt's  cottage,  I  accordingly  begait  My 
stories,  when  I  had  CJousin  Walter  for  my  companion,  were 
usually  coextensive  with  the  journey  to  be  performed :  they 
became  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  miles  long,  agreeably  to  the 
measure  of  the  road,  and  the  determination  of  the  mile-stones ; 
and  what  was  at  present  required  was  a  story  of  about  thirty 
miles  in  length,  whose  one  end  would  touch  the  Barony  of 
Gruids,  and  the  other  the  Cromarty  Ferry.  At  the  end,  how- 
ever, of  the  first  six  or  eight  miles,  rtiy  story  broke  suddenly 
down,  and  my  foot,  after  becoming  very  painfiil,  began  to 
bleed.  The  day,  too,  had  grown  raw  and  unpleasant,  and 
after' twelve  o*clock4here  came  on  a  thick  wetting  drizzle.  1 
limped  on  silently  in  the  rear,  leaving  at  eVery  fbw  paces  a 
blotch  of'blood  upon  the  road,  until;  in  the  parish  of  Eddertori, 
we  both  remembered  that  there  was  a  short  cut  through  the 
hills,  which  two  of  our  older  cousilis  had  taken  during  the 
previous  year,  when  on*  a  similar  journey ;  arid  as  Walter 
deemed'  himself  equal  ti>  anything  which  Ws  elder  cousins 
could  perform,  and  as  I  was  exceedingly  desirous  to  get  home 
eJi^aOa  ad  possible,  and  hf  the  shortest  way,  we  both  strudc 
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up  die  hill-side,  and  soon  found  ourselYes  in  a  dreaiy  waate^ 
without  trace  of  human  habitation. 

Walter,  however,  pushed  on  bravely  and  in  the  right  direc- 
tion ;  and,  though  my  head  was  now  becoming  light,  and  my 
sight  dim,  I  succeeded  in  struggling  after  him,  until,  just  as 
the  night  was  &lling^  we  reached  a  heathy  ridge  which  com- 
xnands  the  northern  sea-board  of  the  Cromarty  Frith,  and  saw 
the  cultivated  country  and  the  sands  of  Nigg  lying  only  a  few 
miles  below.  The  sands  are  dangerous  at  certain  hours  of 
the  tide,  and  accidents  frequently  happen  in  the  fords ;  but 
then  there  could,  we  thought,  be  no  fear  of  us ;  for  though 
Walter  could  not  swim,  I  could ;  and  as  I  was  to  lead  the 
way,  he  of  course  woidd  be  safe,  by  simply  avoiding  the  places 
where  I  lost  footing.  The  night  fell  rather  thick  than  dark, 
foe  there  was  a  moon  overhead,  though  it  could  not  be  seen 
through  the  doud ;  but  though  Walter  steered  well,  the  down- 
ward way  was  exceedingly  rough  and  broken,  and  we  had 
wandered  fix>m  the  path.  I  retain  a  faint  but  painful  reoolleo- 
tion  of  a  scraggy  moor,  and  of  dark  patches  of  planting, 
through  which  I  had  to  grope  onwards,  stumbling  as  I  went ; 
and  then  that  I  began  to  feel  as  if  I  were  merely  dreaming^ 
and  that  the  dream  was  a  very  horrible  one,  from  which  I  could 
not  awaken.  And  finally^  on  reaching  a  little  cleared  spot  on 
the  edge  of  the  cultivated  country,  I  dropped  down  as  suddei^ 
ly  as  if  struck  by  a  bullet,  and,  i^r  an  ineffectual  attempt  to 
rise,  fell  &st  asleep.  Walter  was  much  frightened ;  but  he 
succeeded  in  carrying  me  to  a  little  rick  of  dried  grass  which 
stood  up  in  the  middle  of  the  clearing ;  and  afler  covering 
ine  well  up  with  the  grass,  he  laid  himself  down  beside  me. 
Anxiety,  however,  kept  him  awake ;  and  he  was  frightened, 
as  he  lay,  to  hear  the  sounds  of  psalm-singing,  in  the  old  Gae^ 
lie  style,  coming  apparently  from  a  neighboring  dump  of 
wood.  Walter  believed  in  the  fairies ;  and,  though  psalmody 
was  not  one  of  the  reputed  accomplishments  of  the  ^'  good 
pe9ple"  in  the  low  country,  he  did  not  know  but  that  in  the 
Highlands  the  case  might  be  different.  Some  considerable 
time  after  the  sin^ng  had  ceased,  there  was  a  slow,  heavy  step 
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liesrd  approadung  the  ride ;  an  exdamatian  m  Gaelic  ftHikm^ 
ed;  and  tiien  a  TOttgh,  hard  iiand  grasped  Walter  bj  tibe  nak- 
ed heel.  He  started  up,  and  found  himself  confronted  by  an 
aid,  gray-headed  man,  the  inmate  of  a  cottage  whidi,  luddeii 
in  die  neighbormg  dump,  had  escaped  Ms  notice. 

Hie  old  man,  in  die  belief  that  we  were  gipsies,  was  at  £rat 
disposed  to  be  angry  at  the  liberQr  we  had  tak^i  witii  his  hay- 
tide;  but  Walter's  mmple  story  molMed  ham  at  once,  and  he 
espressed  deep  regret  that  *' poor  boys,  whto  had  met  witii  an  aCk 
ddent,''  should  have  laid  th^n  down  in  siidi  a  night,  under  the 
open  dcy,  and  a  house  so  near.  ^It  was  pottiii^  disgrace,"  he 
said,  **  on  H  Christian  land."  I  was  assisted  into  has  cottage, 
whose  only  odier  inmate,  an  aged  woman,  the  old  Highlander's 
wife,  received  us  with  great  kindness  and  i^^padiy ;  and  ofi 
Walter's  dedaring  our  names  and  lineage,  the  hospitable  re- 
grets and  regards  of  both  host  and  hostess  waxed  stronger  and 
louder  stiU.  They  knew  bur  maternal  grand^her  and  grand* 
mother,  and  remembered  old  Donald  Boy ;  and  when  mf 
oousin  named  my  &ther,  diere  wad  a  strongly^xpredsed  bmrst 
of  sorrow  and  commiseration,  that  the  sto  of  a  man  V^hom  llkey 
had  seen  so  '^  well  to  do  in  tiie  world"  should  be  in  circum- 
stances so  deplorably  destitute.  I  was  too  ill  to  take  mudi 
note  cut  what  passed.  1  only  rememb^,  that  of  the  food  whUk 
diey  placed  before  me  I  could  partake  of  only  a  few  i^oonfuls 
of  milk ;  and  that  die  old  woman,  as  she  washed  my  feet,  fdl 
a  crying  over  me.  I  was,  however,  so  gready  recruited  by  a 
night's  rest  in  their  best  bed,  as  to  be  fit  in  th^  morning  to  be 
removed,  in  die  old  man's  rtm^-cart,  to  the  house  <^  ^  illation 
In  the  pa^rish  c^Nigg,  from  whi(&,  alter  a  second  day's  rM»  I 
Was  conveyed  in  anodic  cart  to  the  Oomsfft^  Ferry.  And  - 
dius  t^txninated  the  last  of  my  boy  idi  visits  to  tbe  HigUatids. 

Bodi  my  grand&rdier  and  grandmodier  had  coine  of  long* 
lived  races,  and  deadi  did  not  often  knock  At  the  fannly  door. 
But  the  dme  when  the  lattei'  *'  diould  croi^  the  river,''  dioa^ 
she  was  some  six  or  eight  years  younger  than  hei^  husband, 
came  first ;  and  so,  aoeorduig  to  Bunyan,  she  ^  called  for  h^ 
efaOd]«en,  and  told  diem  that  her  hour  had  coxk^;"    She  waA 


01^  fine  m9Vf  Of  M7  wi&uwaM^       U7 

»  ^idet,  retiring  woms^  wd  tbofigb  intiiiiately  a^uauitecl 
ividi  her  Bib)e|  not  in  tbe  least  fitted  to  make  a  female  Pro> 
fefisor  of  Theology :  sjbe  could  Uve  her  religion  better  than  to£k 
i%;  but  she  now eam^tlyreoommended  to  her  &mil7  the  great 
interests  once  mor§ ;  and,  as  it^  various  members  gathered 
xtoond  her  bed,  she  besought  oee  of  her  daughters  to  read  to 
ber,in  th^  heanng,  th^  dghth  chapter  of  theBomans,  which 
daclares  tbat  there  is  ^nQw  no  c^ademiuMion  to  tb^aa  which 
are  m  Cbrmb  Je^is,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  tbd 
Spirits- '  She  repeated,  in  a  sinking  Toice,  the  concluding  versesi 
-— *'  Fp^  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  aa- 
g^  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor 
things  to  cpane,  nor  hei|^t,  nor  depth,  nof  any  other  oreatun% 
shall  be  able  to  separate  us  froin  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Qirist  Jesus  our  Lord."  And,  resting  in  confidence  <»i  the 
-  hope  which  the  passage  so  powerfully  expresses,  she  slept  her 
last  sleep,  in  simple  trust  tha^  all  would  be  well  with  her  in 
the  morning  of  the  generid  ^wa|teni|ig.  I  retain  her  wedding* 
ring,  the  gift  of  Donald  Boy*  It  is  a  sorely  wasted  frsgment^ 
worn  tfarpu^  on  one  of  the  sides,  for  she  had  toiled  l(mg  snd 
hard  in  her  household,  and  the  breach  in  the  oircleti  sdth  ita 
general  thinness,  testify  to  the  fiict;  but  its  gold  is  st4U  bright 
and  pure;  and,  thou|^  not  much  of  a  relic-monger,  I  would 
hesitate  to  e^cheoge  it  for  the  Holy  Coat  pf  Treree^  or  for 
wagon-loads  of  the  wood  of  the  "  true  cross." 

My  graindmother's  tenn  of  life  bed  exceeded  by  several 
twelyemonths  the  fiill  tinreesooire  and  ten ;  but  when,  only  a 
f%w  years  after,  D.eatb  next  yi^ited  the  cirde,  it  w^a  on  its 
yoimgest  znenibers  thst  his  hiMid  was  IwL  A  deadly  fever 
s^«pt  oyer  the  pja^^  eiid  my  twp  sM<e^,r-the  <»|e  in  her 
tenth,  tiie  Other  in  her  twelfth  y6ar,--HWik  upder  it  yrithin  a 
fewdnysof  eaobptber.  Jeen,  the  elder,  who  resided  with  my 
undes,  was  a  pretty  little  girl,  of  fine  int^eet,  end  a  great 
reader ;  Catherine,  the  younger,  was  liyely  wA  i^otionate, 
and  a  gianeisid  &vorite ;  and  thear  loee  plunged  the  &mily  in 
deep  gloom*  My  uncles  made  little  show  of  ffAef,  but  th^y 
fib  iteoagly :  oiy  motber.for  weekn  and  quKatbei  Y^.for  her . 
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ohildr^,  Vke  Radiel  <^  old,  and  relnsed  to  be  comforted,  be* 
cause  they  were  not ;  but  my  grand&ther,  now  in  his  eighty- 
fifth  year,  seemed  to  be  rendered  wholly  bankrupt  In  heart  by 
their  loss.  As  is  perhaps  not  micommon  in  such  cases,  his 
warmer  affections  strode,  across  the  generaticni  of  grown-up 
men  and  women, — ^his  sons  and  dangfaters, — and  luxurkited 
among  the  children  of  tibeir  descetida&ts.  The  boys,  his  grand^ 
sons,  were  too  wild  for  him ;  but  the  two  littke  girki — gentle 
and  a£feetionate-— had  seized  on  his  whole  heart;  and  now  tiiat 
they  were  gone,  it  seemed  as  if  he  had  nothing  in  the  world 
left  to  care  for.  He  had  been,  up  tiU  this  time,  notwithstand- 
ing his  great  age,  a  hale  and  active  man.  In  180S,  when  France 
threatened  invasion,  he  was,  though  on  the  verge  of  seventy, 
one  of  the  first  men  ai  the  place  to  apply  for  arms  as  a  rcl- 
unteer ;  but  he  now  drooped  and  gradually  sank,  and  longed 
for  the  rest  of  the  grave.  ^'  It  is  God's  will,"  I  heard  him  say 
about  this  time  to  a  neighbor  who  congratulated  him  on  his 
long  term  oi  life  and  unbroken  health, — ^^  It  is  God'fi  will, 
but  not  my  desire."  And  in  rath^  more  than  a  twelvemontli 
after  the  death  of  my  aosters,  he  was  seized  by  almost  his  only 
illness,— £)r,  for  nearly  seventy  years  he  had  not  been  con- 
fined to  bed  for  a  single  day, — and  was  cairM  off  in  less  than 
a  week.  During  tli^  last  few  days,  the  fever  under  which  he 
sank  mounted  to  his  brain ;  and  he  talked  in  imbroken  nar^ 
rative  of  the  events  of  his  past  life.  He  b^an  with  Ins  ear- 
liest  reeoUections ;  described  the  battle  of  Gullod^i  as  he  had 
witnessed  it  from  the  Hill  of  Cromarty,  and  the  appearance 
of  Duke  William  and  the  royal  army  as  seen  during  a  sitbse* 
quent  visit  to  Inverness ;  ran  over  the  after  evraits  of  his  career, 
— ^hts  marriage,  his  interviews  with  Donald  Boy,  his  business 
transactions  with  ndghboring  proprietors,  long  dead  at  1^ 
time ;  and  finally,  after  readung,  in  his  oral  history,  his  term 
of  middle  life,  he  struck  off  into  anoliier  tract,  and  h%guk  lay- 
ing down,  with  singular  coherency,  the  statemoits  of  docb*ine 
in  a  theol<^ical  work  c^the  old  school,  which  he  had  been  re» 
c^tly  perusing.  And  finally,  his  mind  dearmg  as  his  end 
approached,  he  died  in  good  hope.    It  is  aot  uniatejesting  t% 
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look  badi  on  two  siadi  generations  of  Scotdmieii  as  duMie  to 
which  my  irneles  and  my  graad&ther  belonged.  They  difiered 
very  considerably  in  some  respects.  My  grandfiither,  with 
most  of  his  contemjK^nriesof  the  same  dass,  had  a  good  deal 
of  the  Tory  in  his  composition.  He  stood  by  Geoi^e  IIL  in 
the'early  policy  of  his  reign,  and  by  hi»  adyiser  Lord  Bute; 
reprobated  Wilkes  and  Junius ;  and  gravely  questioned  whetlh 
er  Washington  and  his  coadjutors,  the  American  Republicans, 
were  other  than  bold  rebels.  My  undes,  oa  the  contrary, 
were  staimch  Whigs,  who  looked  upon  Wadiingttmasperfaapfi 
the  best  and  greatest  man  of  modam  times, — stood  firm  by  the 
policy  of  Fox,  as  opposed  to  that  of  Pitt,-— and  held  that  the 
war  with  France,  whidi  immediately  succeeded- the  First  Ber* 
olution,  was,  however  thoroughly  it  dianged  its  character 
afterwards,  one  of  unjustifiable  aggresmon.  But  however 
greatly  my  uncles  and  grandfiither  may  have  differed  on  these 
points,  they  were  equally  honest  men. 

The  rising  generation  can  perhaps  form  no  very  adequate 
conception  of  the  zmmber  and  singular  interest  of  t^  links 
which  serve  to  coimeet  the  recollections  ci  a  man  who  has 
seen  his  fiflieth4)irth-day,  with  what  to  them  must  appear  a 
remote  past.  I  have  seen  at  least  two  men  who  fought  at  Col* 
loden,— one  on  the  side  of  the  King,  the  other  on  that  of  the 
Prince, — and,  with  these,  not  a  few  who  witnessed  the  battle 
from  a  distance.  I  have  conversed  with  an  aged  woman  that 
had  conversed,  in  turn,  with  an  aged  man  who  had  attained 
to  mature  manhood  when  the  persecutions  of  Charies  and 
James  were  at  their  height,  and  remembered  the  gener^  re- 
gret excited  by  the  death  of  Renwick.  My  eldest  maternal 
aunt*— the  mother  of  Cousin  George — ^remembered  old  John 
Feddes, — turned  of  ninety  at  the  time ;  and  John's  buccaneer- 
ing expedition  could  not  have  dated  later  than  the  year  1687. 
I  have  known  many  who  remembered  the  abolition  of  the  hered- 
itary jurisdictions ;  and  have  listened  to  stories  of  executions 
which  took  place  on  the  gallows-hills  of  burghs  and  dberi^ 
doma,  and  of  witch-burnings  perpetrated  on  town  Links  and 
baronial  Laws.    And  I  have  felt  a  steange  interdat  in  tkese 
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t^psds  of  a  past  no  imlike  tbe  preflent,  wlien  Qxm  pre^nted 
to  tiie  mind  as  personal  remBiiseenoes,  or  as  well-attested  tradi- 
tions,  removed  from  the  ori^nal  wilaesses  by  bat  a  rangle  stage. 
All,  for  instance,  whioh  I  hare  yet  read  of  witebbnmings  has 
Med  to  impress  me  so  strongly  as  the  recollections  of  an  qM 
lady  who  in  1722  was  carried  in  her  nurse's  arms, — ^fbr  she  was 
almost  an  infimt  at  the  time, — ^to  witness  a  witoh^xeeution  in 
the  neigliborhood  of  Democh, — the  last  which  toc^  place  in 
Scotland.  The  lady  well  remembered  the  awe«trttck  yet  ex- 
cited  erowd,  tike  lifting  of  the  fire,  and  the  miserable  appear- 
ai^e  of  A»  poor  fiitaoiis  (areatare  whom  ft  was  kindled  to  con- 
some,  and  who  seemed  to  be  so  little  aware  of  her  sitdaticni, 
tlHit  tithe  held  ont  her  thin  ebriTelled  hands  to  warm  them  at 
tiie  blaase.  But  what  most  impressed  the  narrator,— Ibr  it 
must  have  been  a  fr^tlhl  inddent  in  a  sad  epectade, — iTbb 
the  drcinnstance  that,  when  the  ehanred  remains  of  the  vie* 
tim  were  spattering  and  boiling  amid  tike  intense  heat  of  ibe 
flames,  a  cross  gust  of  wind  suddenly  blew  the  smoke  athwart 
the  i^ectators,  and  she  ^t  in  her  attendant's  arms  as  if  in 
danger  of  bebg  soiflfocated  by  the  hoitible  stench.  I  have 
heard  described,  too,  by  a  man  whose  fidlier  had  witnessed  the 
scene,  an  execution  whidi  took  place,  aft^  a  brief  and  inade- 
qoAte  trial,  on  the  bui^^i'^aiUows  of  Tain.  The  supposed  cul- 
prit, a  8CrathcaitOft  HigMander,  had  been  found  luikil^  about 
the  place,  notli^,  m  was  supposed,  wheare  the  burghers  kept 
ihefar  cttttite,  and  was  hung  as  a  spy ;  but  they  all,  after  the 
exeeution,  came  to  deem  him  iitiiocent,  from  the  drcumstance 
that,  yfh&a  his  dead  body  was  dangling  in  the  wind,  a  white 
pigeon  had  com^  ffying  Ae  way,  and,  as  it  passed  over,  hal^ 
enclfcled  the  gibbet. 

One  of  the  two  Golloden  soltfiers  whom  I  remember  was 
an  6IA  fbrester,  who  liyed  in  a  picturesque  cottage  among  the 
woods  of  the  Qpomarty  HBD ;  and  in  his  last  illness,  my  uncles, 
whom  I  had  always  leave  to  accompany,  used  not  unfrequent- 
ly  to  visit  him.  He  had  Bved  at  the  time  his  full  century,  and 
a  ftw  months  more ;  and  I  stiH  vividly  remember  the  laige 
gaani  fine  Aat  used  to  stare  frem  the  bed  as  Ihey  ent^ed,  and 


fOe  ha^  h^anj  Innd.  1B%  hod  been  aetfled  in  life»  preyioos 
to  the  year  1745^  «sthd  head  gardener  of  a  northern  proprietor, 
and  little  dreamed  of  beiog  engaged  in  war ;  but  the  rebellion 
broke  out;  aod  as  his  master,  a  atauneh  Whig,  had  volunteered 
to  serve  in  behalf  of  his  principles  in  the  royal  army,  his  gar- 
dener, a  ^^  mighty  man  of  bis  hands,"  went  with  him.  As 
bis  2xi«mofy  for  the  later  events  of  his  life  was  gone  at  this 
timet,  its  preceding  forty  years  seemed  ablauk,  from  which  not 
a  smgle  r^ecoUection  could  be  drawn ;  but  well  did  he  remem- 
ber the  battle,  aad  more  vividly  still,  the  succeeding  atrocities 
of  the  troops  of  Cumberland.  He  had  accompanied  the  army, 
after  its  victory  at  Culloden,  to  the  camp  «t  Fort-Augustus, 
and  there  witnessed  scenes  of  cruelty  and  spoliation  of  which 
the  recollection,  after  the  Isjpse  of  seventy  ye^rs,  and  in  his  ez- 
.treme  old  age,  had  stUl  power  enough  to  set  his  Scotch  blood 
.aboiL  While  scores  of  cottages  were  flaming  in  the  distance, 
.  and  blood  not  unfrequently  hissing  on  the  embers,  the  men  and 
women  of  the  army  used  to  be  engaged  in  racing  in  sacks,  or 
upon  Hi^^iland  ponies;  and  when  the  ponies  were  in  request, 
the  wt»nen,  who  must  have  sat  for  their  portraits  in  Hogarth's 
^'  March  to  Fincbley,"  took  their  seats  astride  like  the  men. 
Gold  cii^Gulated  and  liquor  flowed  in  abundanca;  in  a  few 
weeks  there  were  about  twenty  thousand  head  of  cattle  brought 
in  by  marauding  parties  of  the  soldiery  from  th^  orushed  and 
impo veiisbed  Highlanders ;  and  groupes  of  drovers  from  Tork- 
.  shire  and  the  south  of  Scotland,--HiQarae  vulgar  men, — ^used  to 
come  every  day  to  share  in  the  spoil,  by  ip^ltjng  purchases  ^t 
greatly  less  than  halfprice. 

My  grandj&ther's  recollectionsof  CMloden  were  merely  those 
of  an  observant  boy  of  fourteen,  who  had  witnessed  the  battle 
from  a  distancei  Tbe  day,  he  has  told  me,  was  drizzly  and 
.  thick ;  and  on  reaching  the  brow  of  the  Hill  of  Cromarty, 
where  he  found  many  of  his  townsfolk  dready  assembled,  he 
could  scarce  see  the  opposite  land.  But  the  fog  gradually 
deared  away ;  first  one  hill-top  came  into  view,  and  then  an- 
other;  till  at  length  the  long  range  of  coast,  from  the  open- 
is^  <)f  the  great  (^ed(»ian  valkry  to  Ae  px^miontory  <^Bui](^ 
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head,  was  dimly  vicdble  through  the  haze.  A  little  after  noon 
there  suddenly  rose  a  round  white  doud  fix>m  the  Moor  of 
Culloden.  and  then  a  second  round  white  cloud  beside  it. 
And  then  the  two  clouds  mii^led  together,  and  went  rolling 
slantways  on  the  wind  towards  the  west;  and  he  could  hear 
the  rattle  of  the  smaller  fire-arms  mingling  with  the  roar  of  the 
artillery.  And  then,  in  what  seemed  an  exceedingly  brief 
space  of  time,  the  doud  dissipated  and  disappeared,  the  boom 
of  the  greater  guna  ceased,  and  a  sharp  intermittent  patter  of 
musketry  passed  on  towards  Tnyemess.  But  the  battle  was 
presented  to  the  imagination,  in  these  old  personal  narratives, 
in  many  a  diverse  form.  I  have  been  told  by  an  ancient 
woman,  who,  on  the  day  of  the  fight,  was  engaged  in  tending 
some  sheep  on  a  Solitary  common  near  Munlochy,  separated 
from  the  Moor  of  CJulloden  by  the  Frith,  and  screened  by  a 
lofly  hill,  that  she  sat  listening  in  terror  to  the  boom  of  the 
cannon ;  but  that  she  was  even  still  more  scared  by  the  con- 
tinuous  howling  of  her  dog,  who  sat  upright  on  his  haunches 
all  the  time  the  firing  lasted,  with  his  neck  stretched  out  to- 
wards the  battle,  and  "  looking  as  if  he  saw  a  spirit.'*  Such 
are  some  of  the  recollections  which  link  the  memories  of  a  man 
who  has  Ihred  his  half-century  to  those  of  the  preceding  age, 
and  which  serve  to  remind  him  how  one  generation  of  men 
afler  another  break  and  disappear  on  the  shores  of  the  eternal 
world,  as  wave  after  wave  breaks  in  foam  upon  the  beach, 
when  storms  are  rising,  and  the  ground-swell  sets  in  heavily 
tcom  the  sea. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

**Wlio«e  oUtai  prowess  scaled  the  orehud  wiU.** 

Boacub 

SoMs  of  the  wealthier  trgdesmea  of  the  town^  d&paatiflfie^ 
with  the  fimaJll  progress  which  their  boys  were  makiDg  under 
the  parish  sohoolmaater,  dubbed  tc^ether  and  got  a  schoolmaster 
of  their  o  wu ;  but,  though  a  rather  clever  young  Qum,  he  proved 
an  unsteady  one,  and  regular  in  his  irregularities,  got  dlumally 
drunk,  on  reoeiying  the  instalments  of  his  salary  at  term-days, 
as  1<M^  as  his  money  lasted.  Gettii^  rid  of  hi]X^  they  pro- 
pured  another, — a  licentiate  of  the  Church, — who  6>r  some 
time  promised  well.  He  seemed  steady  and  thoughtiul,  and 
witbal  a  painstaking  teac^ter;  bulb  coming  in  oontaot  with 
some  zeialous  Baptists,  they  aueeeeded  in  ccwjuring  up  such  a 
cjoud  of  doubt  around  him  rc^^arding  the  propriety  of  in&nt 
baptism,  that  boibh  his  bodily  and  mental  health  be(»mea&at- 
eAhyhis  perpleadties,  and  he  had  to  resign  his  dier^eu  And 
then,  after  a  pause^  during  which  the  boys  enjoyed  a  4eli|^ 
folly  long  vacation,  they  got  y«t  a  third  schoolmaster,  also  a 
Ueantiate,  and  a  person  of  a  hif^  if  not  vn^  wamUxA  lelig- 
MNis  proftanon,  who  was  always  getting  mU>  pooumary  <diffi- 
eulties,  and  always  oonrting,  tdKwgh  wtfh  but  little  saocass, 
wealthy  ladies  who,  according  to  tihe  poelv  bad  '^aovaa  of 
nbaraas."  Toihesubscrqitionaobodl  wa0tnHifl&rred,attbe 
i  of  Uncle  Jamesi  who  renmwiad  ^piito  amrci  nolwitb- 


124  KT  80HOOLS  AK&  SCHOOLlUffrBSS ; 

standing  liie  experienee  of  the  past,  that  I  was  destmed  to  be 
a  floholfu*.  And,  inyariably  fortunate  in  m j  opportunities  ot 
amosement,  the  transference  took  plaoe  only  a  few  weeks  eira 
tiie  better  sohoolmaster,  losing  health  and  heart  in  a  labyrinth 
of  perplexity,  resigned  his  charge.  I  had  little  more  than 
time  enough  to  look  about  me  on  the  new  forms,  and  to  re- 
new, on  a  firmer  foundadmi  than  ever,  my  friendship  with  my 
old  associate  of  the  caye,—- who  had  been  for  the  two  previous 
years  an  inmate  of  the  subscription  school,  and  was  now  less 
xmdet  maternal  control  than  before, — ^when  on  came  the  loag 
vacation ;  and  for  four  happy  months  I  had  nothing  to  do. 

My  amusements  had  undeigone  very  little  change :  I  was 
even  fonder  of  the  shores  and  woods  than  ever,  and  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  rocks  and  caves.  A  very  c(»i£dderable 
change,  however,  had  taken  plaoe  in  the  amusements  of  the 
school-follows  my  contemporaries,  who  were  now  from  two  to 
three  years  older  than  when  I  had  been  associated  with  them 
in  the  parish  sdiool.  Hy-spy  had  lost  its  charms ;  nor  was 
there  much  of  its  old  interest  for  them  in  French  and  Eng- 
lish;,  whereas  my  rock  excursions  they  came  to  regard  as 
very  interesting  indeed.  With  the  exception  of  my  friend  of 
tile  cave,  tiiey  cared  litde  about  rocks  or  8t<mes ;  Imt  they  aU 
Hked  brambles,  and  sloes,  and  erawMppleSy  tolerably  well, 
and  took  great  delight  in  assisting  me  to  kindle  fires  in  the 
caverns  of  the  old  coast  line,  at  whioh  we  used  to  broil  shell- 
fish and  crabs,  taken  among  the  crags  and  boulders  of  the  ebb 
below,  and  roast  potatoes,  transferred  frxnn  the  fields  of  thehiU 
above.  There  was  one  cave,  an  espeeial  fovorite  with  10, 
m  which  our  fires  used  to  bine  day  after  day  fiir  weeks  to- 
getiier.  It  is  deeply  hollowed  in  the  base  of  a  steep  ivy- 
tnantied  precipice  of  granitic  gneiss,  a  fiill  hundred  feet  in 
height;  and  bears  on  its  smoothed  sides  and  roo^  and  along 
its  uneven  bottom, — ^fretted  into  pot-like  cavities,  with  li^^ 
round  pebbles  in  them, — unequivocal  evidence  that  the  ex- 
cavating agent  to  whidi  it  owed  its  existence  had  been  the 
wild  surf  of  tills  exposed  shore.  Butfinrmc^e  than  two  thou- 
sand years  wave  had  never  reached  it :  the  hist  genendeleva- 
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tion  of  the  land  had  nosed  k  beyond  tbe  reMh  of  the  h^hort 
fitream-tides ;  and  when  my  gang  and  I  took  poaseaaioa  <^iti 
1;^^igkt  recesses,  its  stony  sides  were  cnisted  with  mosses  and 
liwerworts ;  and  a  crop  of  pale,  attenuated,  siekly-looking  weeds^ 
on  whidi  the  son  had  never  looked  in  his  strength,  qwaag 
tiiidtly  up  over  its  floor.    In  the  remote  past  it  had  been  used 
as  a  scMTt  of  gamer  and  thraahing-plaoe  by  a  ftrmer  ot  the 
parii^  named  Marcus,  who  had  soooeeded  hireario^  crops  of 
l>ere  and  oats  on  two  sloping  plots  at  the  foot  of  thed^  in 
its  immediate  nei^borhood ;  and  it  was  known,  fiom  this 
circumstance,  to  my  uncles  and  the  older  inhabitants  <^  the 
town,  as  Marcus'  Qsive.    My  companions,  however,  had  hwa 
chiefly  drawn  to  it  by  a  much  more  recent  associatkin*    A 
poor  Highland  pensioner, — a  sorely  dOapidated  relic  of  the 
French- American  War,  who  had  fought  under  Greaeral  WdMe 
in  his  day, — ^had  taken  a  great  flmcy  to  the  cave,  and  would 
fidn  have  made  it  his  hcnne.    He  was  ill  at  ease  in  his  &mily ; 
•—his  wife  was  a  termagant,  and  his  daughter  disreputable ; 
and,  desirous  to  quit  their  society  altogether,  and  live  as  a  her- 
mit among  the  rocks,  he  had  made  application  to  the  g^itle- 
man  who  tenanted  the  &rm  above,  to  be  permitted  to  fit  i^ 
the  cave  for  Imnsdf  as  a  dwelling.    So  bad  was  his  Englwh, 
however,  that  the  gentleman  fidled  to  understand  him  ;  and 
his  request  was,  as  he  believed,  rejected,  while  it  was  in  realitgr 
ooly  not  understood.    Among  the  younger  folk,  the  cave  came 
to  be  known,  from  the  indd^t,  as  ^^Bory  Shingles'  Gave  ;" 
and  my  companions  were  deliglitod  to  believe  that  they  were 
living  in  it  as  Bory  woidd  have  lived  had  his  petition  been 
granted.    In  the  wild  half-savage  life  which  we  led,  we  did 
contrive  to  provide  for  ourselves  r^narkaUy  well.   Theroal^ 
shores  suppHed  us  with  limpets,  periwinkles,  and  embe^  and 
now  and  then  a  himp4idi ;  the  m^ed  slopes  wider  the  pre- 
cipices, with  hips,  sloes,  and  brambles  ;  the  broken  firagments 
of  wreck  along  the  beadi,  and  the  wood  above,  fumishsd  abuar 
dunce  of  foel ;  and  as  there  were  fields  not  half  a  mile  away,  I 
fear  l^e  moresdid  part  of  our  ^et  consisted  ofben  of  potatoes 
which  we  had  not  planted,  and  of  pcM*  and  beans  which  we 
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MlMDtflowiu  Oascf  o«r  imia]^Q0otri7edtobqi]%«i«i^ 
A  pot  iinoboerTed  finom  fai0  hoioa ;  aootiii»r  «i^^ 
11^  410  with  »  pitobpv;  th^r^  was  a  good  ipriqg  oat  two  htftk- 
idfed  yavda  firpm  the  oavB  iiMiatl^  wjbkh  wpf^Ued  a«a  wi^ 
j»d,  thw  poiHO^ty?d  oinot  la^elj  all  that  natvre  cequire^bot 
lof  agQQ4  fUal  moi«^ we  contrived  to  iare  anmptuottsly  eyerj 
4ay;  It  haa  baen  oftei^  remarkad,  that  didliz^d  zoauy  wh^ 
flaoad  in  eHHsmostaooes  at  all  &vo^hla^  aooi^  learaa  to  ita- 
ausae  tbe  aavafo.  I  ahall  not  aaj  that  my  compaiiipqs  or  u^j- 
aelf  ware  pairtieiilarly  oiyilized  in  our  previoua  atate ;  but  no- 
thijDg  eoul4  be  move  oertaiD,  than  that  diuriDg  our  loog  yaoa- 
tioa  we  beoaaie  very  happy,  aud  tolerably  perfect  savagea. 
The  daaa  whleh  we  attended  was  of  a  kind  not  opened  in  any 
of  our  aooredited  adioola,  and  it  might  be  difficult  to  procure 
even  testimonials  in  its  beba}f|  easily  procurable  as  these 
usually  are  ;  apd  yet^  there  were  some  of  its  lesaous  whldi 
mi^t  be  conned  with  some  little  advantagey  by  one  desirous 
of  oultiyatiog  the  nobie  sentiment  of  self-reliauce,  or  the  all- 
importmt  habit  of  self-help.  At  the  time,  however,  they 
4ippear«4qHMi€^pointles|Beno^gh;  and  )&e  moral,  as  i^  the  case 
^  ti^  eodtiiieAtsl  apolpgue  of  Bejnard  the  Fox,  seemed  a}- 
vsya  omitt^. 

Qjor  pfuljea  in  these.  excnrsioQ^  us^  9i  times  to  swdil  out 
tp  tan  or  itwely^'— at  tijgaea  to  oontract  to  two  or  three;  jbut 
wbat.l^  f  amad  in  quantity  they  always  lost  in  quality,  os^ 
^^eowtDeflMfohi^rioiiia  with  the  addit^  of  ave^nj^w^e^hierf 
ip.graatty  HMm  thfA  tha  aril^bo^^^  ratio.  Wh^  m/^st  inr 
iVMiant  thdjr  x^mM^ad  of  o«ly  jS  bracaof  mamban^— ^  »wa»- 

ed  with  two^lderly  jladiaa «f  the pla((¥s»v3  attoded ^ imb- 
mpftism>miiQQl;  mi  th(»  aoimowle^gad  leader  of  ^  band> 
*wbo^ }ifikmgf»g  to  the peimf^MPMi irrad^Kvable  atitf  of  thaas^ 
jfeiUishfi9^i^  waa  i^ver  off  d^ty,  Weusad  tp  be  Ye^y  h«yy^ji 
andpotaltoietbar  iirational,  in  these  littb  skeletoQ  partiea. 
My  Mw  &md  was  «  gentle,  tasteful  boy,  fend  of  poetry,  and 
«  writer  of  aoft,  simple  verses  in  the  old-fashicyied  ps^tor^il 
4MiiA»  wfaLoh^ha  nev^  ahowed  io  any  ana  aa¥«.i9yaelf  ^  wi  we 
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learned  to  lov©  one  another  all  the  more,  from  ^e  drcum- 
stance  that  I  was  of  a  somewhat  bold,  sel^rel  jhig  tempera- 
ment, and  he  of  a  clmging,  timid  one.  Two  of  the  stanzas  of 
a  little  pastoral,  whidi  he  addressed  to  me  about  a  twelve- 
ixionth  after  this  time,  when  permanently  qnltting  the  norlb 
ootmtry  fbt  Edinbui^,  still  remain  fixed  in  my  memory ;  and 
I  mnst  submit  them  to  the  reader,  both  as  adequately  repre- 
sentatiTe  of  the  many  others,  their  fellows,  which  have  been 
lost,  and  of  thttt  juvenile  poetry  in  general  whidi**  is  written," 
according  to  Sir  Walter  Soott,  ^  nthear  fh>m  the  reeollection 
of  what  has  pleased  the  author  in  others,  than  what  has  been 
sn^ested  by  fak  own  imagination." 

*^  To  yon  my  poor  ibeep,  I  resigii 

My  colly,  my  crook,  and  my  horn : 
To  leave  yoo.  Indeed,  I  repine, 

But  I  most  away  with  the  mom. 
New  scenes  shall  erolve  on  my  sight, 

The  world  and  its  follies  be  new ; 
Bnt,  ah  1  can  such  seenee  of  delight 

Ere  arise,  as  I  witnessed  with  yoaf 

Timid  as  he  naturally  was,  he  soon  learned  to  abide  in  my 
company  terrors  which  most  of  my  bolder  companions  shrank 
from  encountering.  I  was  fond  of  lingering  in  the  caves  until 
long  after  nightfall,  especially  in  those  seasons  when  the  moon 
at  full,  or  but  a  few  days  in  her  wane,  rose  out  of  the  sea  as 
the  evening  wore  on,  to  light  np  the  wild  precipices  of  that 
solitary  shore,  and  to  render  practicable  our  ascending  path  to 
the  Hill  above.  And  Finlay  was  almost  the  only  one  of  my 
band  who  dared  to  encounter  with  me  the  terrors  of  the  dark- 
ness. Our  fire  has  often  startled  the  benighted  boatman  as  he 
came  rowing  ronnd  some  rocky  promontory,  and  saw  the  red 
glare  streaming  seaward  from  the  cavern  mouth,  and  pardaOy 
iightmg  np  the  angry  tumbling  of  the  surf  beyond  ;  and  e^ 
cise-cutters  have  oft^er  than  once  altered  their  track  in  middle 
Frith,  and  come  bearing  towards  the  coast,  to  determine 
whether  the  wild  rocks  of  Marcus  were  not  becoming  a  haunt 
of  smng^ers. 
Immedxateiy  beyond  tlie  granite  gneiss  of  tbe  WH  tfisrels 
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a  ggbaquflOTi  d^poiit  of  the  Lias  ixamtioa^  a^nrar  ye^  aoc* 
plored  by  gw^Logiflt,  bcwauie  ne^^  yet  Ifud  bora  by  the  ebb  ; 
though  every  heanerstona  from  the  sea  tells  of  Its  existaBae^ 
by  tossing  ashore  fragmaots  oi  its  dark  bknmuioas  shale.  I 
soon  saoertaiaed  that  the  shale  is  so  laigely  charged  with  in- 
flamipable  matter  as  to  bum  with  astrong  flame,  as  if  steeped 
in  tar  Of  oil,  and  thati  oould  repeat  with  it  the  o(Hiimoa  ex- 
periment of  prodaaing  gas  by  means  of  a  tohaoeo^fape  Ivtod 
with  day.  jjid,  having  read  in  Shakspeaye  of  a  fual  tennad 
^  sea  aoal,"  sad  unaware  at  the  time  that  tfia  poel  iBsiely 
meant  ^oal  brought  to  London  by  aea»  I  Mmred  thai  the  in- 
flammable shale  cast  up  from  the  depdis  ci  Ihe  Fridi  by  the 
waves  could  not  be  other  than  the  veritable  ^  se^eoal"  wfaidi 
figured  in  the  reminiseences  of  Dame  Quickly  ;  and  so,  as- 
sisted by  Finlay,  who  shared  in  the  inters^  wUcb  I  felt  in  the 
substance,  as  at  once  classical  and  an  originid  discovery,  I  used 
to  collect  it  in  large  quantities^  and  convert  it  into  smdcy  and 
troubled  fires,  that  ever  fflled  cur  cavern  wiA  a  horrible  stendi, 
and  scented  all  the  shores.  Though  unaware  of  the  fiMst  at  the 
time,  it  owed  its  inflammability,  not  to  vegetable,  but  to  ani- 
mal substance  ;  the  tar  wludi  used  to  boil  in  k  to  the  heat, 
like  resin  in  a  &ggot  of  mosafir,  was  as  strange  a  nquEtoaaas 
ever  yet  bubbled  in  witches'  canUroa, — blood  of  ptarodae^fle 
andgreafieo^i^tbyosaury-^^yaof  bdemnite and  hood  rfnaa- 
tjlia;  and  we  learned  to  delight  in  its  very  sneU,  aM  oppiasa- 
ive  as  that  was,  as  somathmg  wild,  strange,  and  haoptteaMa. 
Qnae  or  twice  I  seeined  on  the  eve  of  a  diaaovery ;  hi  8{ditting 
the  masaaa^  I  occasioaaUy  saw  what  appeaaad  to  be  firagmeate 
of  aheUsambeddedinitssabstanoe;  and  at  koat  once  I  laid 
openamyatsrioii^lookk^aQrQllor  vohtte,  exisliagoatiB^laKk 
aar&ae  aa  a  creapn^orad  film ;  bat  thei^  these  organiama 
i^aisad  a  tampwury  woader.itwas  notuntiialater  period  tiiat 
I  laani^  to  eompvshend  their  true  import,  aa  the  hal^cAoed 
bttt  stUl  deoiphanibk  cbaraatciss  of  a  marvaUoos  reMnd  ^ 
ipray,  draam^enomled  j^mL 

With  the  docile  Fiuley  aa  my  companion,  and  left  to  work 
ttMtay»l»»witt<intibrikngad»Iw>aiaBslyornever3 
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Oiiti^oeeMMii8,lieiirever,kivUdi  my  tani  twolled 

c«rt  to  Urn  or  a  dosMl^  I  olto  ea^crifliieed  the  oidonvj 

IcttAoTnhipy  us  kaewn  la  all  gai^  nd  partlet^  civil  and  ^eole- 

fidastkal;  aod  was  aometmMskd, in ocMnaqoenoe,  to  engage 

ontefpriseswyehmj better jiidgmenteoiidemiied.    Ifiuiwiab 

liMit  among  the  other  "^  0«feflBk>ii8'' in^ 

is  ehai^ged,  we  had  the  boma  Jid§  ^CkmSamAcam  of  a  Leader,** 

-wkh  exaBOf^eaof  the  eases  in  wludi,tiiOfii|^  be  seems  to  <rrer- 

l>ear,  he  is  in  realiily  OT^borae,  and  aetoally  foDowa,  Aongh 

be  appean  to  lead.    Honest  Sir  WilUam  Wallaoe,  tboogfa 

serenfeeihi^aiidahero,  wasst  oooe  osndld  sad  humUe 

€00^^  to  oonfesB  to  the  cand&s  of  Bi&Amuk^  that,  his  ^  eoW 

dl^rs  being  eviMiiposed  men,"  whom  he  could  neither  **  jw- 

aiy  nor  pimish,"  he  was  able  to  protect  women  and  OtsofA' 

men  only  so  long  as  they  ^  abided  in  his  sight.''    And,  of 

ooinrse,  ot^er  leaders,  less  tall  and  lets  herme^  most  not  nnfre- 

qusntly  find  themselTes,  had  they  bot  Wallftoe^s  magnhdmity 

to  ecakess  the  &st,  m  ciremnstsnees  mnoh  akin  to  those  of 

Waflaee.    Yfhm  bee-masters  get  liold  of  queen  bees,  they 

areabie,  by  oonftroiling  the  moremCTts  of  these  nakaral  leaders 

oi  hlves^  to  conir<d  the  moTments  of  the  hives  tems^es  ; 

and  B#t  nnfirequentiiy  in  Cliurdws  sad  States  do  there  eitist 

imaonqMenoiis  be&masters^  who,  by  iafhiencing  or  eeoitrolling 

tbs  leadBr4}eea,  in  reality  ii^fliience  and  oentR)!  the  DSoire- 

BMots  of  Ik  entiro  body,  poMtte  c^  eedeslastieiii,  ontr  whtek 

these  nstandBionaFelM  seem  to  preside.    Bot^ncewtfliapol* 

ogy.    Piotiy  in  the  character  of  aleader,-**fisrtly  being  my-^ 

seH  ledy-^I  snoeeeied  abont  lids  time  in  getting  one  of  my 

lai^BirpttrtieaiatoatohtaMyseriotissanqpe.  Wepassedei^^ 

dafv  eatoarwsy tothe cvre,a fine  kige eveiaid,  ttlschei  i» 

tihemsDorheas^of  the  Cromarty  estate;  andiaaiDendliigan 

a^lKient  hil  0n^  what  omr  path  lay , eald iili<ii  eommand^a 

birdTs^ye  Tiesr  of  the  trim^kspt  wiAfcs  end  wdUadeM  tt^ses, 

tliere  need  not  mrfreqnetttly  to  arise  w^  ^[^eeuki^oas  among 

us  regarding  tiie  possibility  and  propdety  of  getting  a  supply 

of  tkm  fipvdt,to  serra  s^desserts to  oarmeals  <^  sbeH-Mi  and 

poMsasi    We^Aipsed^hnwe^r,  and  antumn  was  drawing 


180  XT  flCraOOia  AKB  SCBMUCAOPRBS; 

(m  to  ilB  olooe,eie  we  ocmld  quite  make  np  cor  minds  regari* 
iBg  the  adyentare,  when  at  length  lagreed  to  lead ;  luid,  after 
axranging  the  plan  of  the  expeditkm,  we  broke  into  the  or- 
chard  under  die  doad  of  night,  and  carried  away  with  na 
whole  poekelfiila  of  apples.  They  were  all  intolerably  bad,-— 
sour,  haid,  baking4ipples ;  fi>r  we  had  delayed  the  enterprise 
until  the  better  iroit  had  been  pulled  ;  but  thoi^  th^  set 
our  teedi  oa  edge,  and  we  flung  most  of  them  into  the  sea,  we 
had  ^snatched,"  in  the  £>ray,  what  Gray  well  terms  ^a  fear- 
ful joy,"  and  had  some  thought  of  repeating  it,  mer^y  foa*  the 
sake  of  the  eioitement  induced  and  the  risk  ^Mxxmtei^,  when 
out  oame  the  astounding  &et,  that  one  of  our  numb^  bad 
^.peached,"  and,  in  the  character  of  king's  evidenee,  betrayed 
his  companions. 

The&ctor  of  the  Oomarty  property  had  an  orphan  nephew, 
idM>  formed  at  times  a  member  of  our  gang,  and  who  had 
taken  a  willing  part  in  the  orchard  foray.  He  had  also  «»- 
gaged^  howeFer,  in  a  second  enterprise  of  a  similar  kind  wholly 
on  his  own  aceount,  of  whicb  we  knew  nothing.  An  out- 
house pertaining  to  the  dwelling  in  whidi  he  lodged,  though 
itself  situated  outside  the  ordiard,  was  attached  to  another 
house  inside  the  walls,  which  was  enq>loyed  by  the  gardener 
as^a  store*plaee  for  his  apples ;  and  finding  an  unsnspeeted 
cieyiee  in  the  partition  which  divided  tihe  twobuildii^s,  some- 
what resembling  that  through  which  Pyramus  and  Hiisbe 
made  lore  of  (4d  in  the  city  of  Babylon,  our  comrade,  straight- 
way  availing  himself  of  so  iur  an  opening,  fell  a4xmrtuig 
tbe  gardener's  apples.  Sharpening  the  end  of  a  long  stack,  he 
began  harpooning,  through  the  hole,  the  i^le  heap  below ; 
and  thott^  ihe  hole  was  greatly  too  small  for  admitting  i^ 
fmst  and  larger  spedmens,and  they, inconsequence,  ftU  back, 
disengaged  from  tihe  harpoon,  in  the  attempt  to  land  them,  he 
succeeded  in  getting  a  good  many  of  the  smaller  ones.  Old 
Jobi  Clark  the  ^rdener, — &x  advanced  m  life  at  die  time, 
and  seeing  too  imperfectly  to  discover  the  crevice  which  <^»«[i* 
ed  high  amid,  the  obscurity  of  the  loft, — ^was  in  a  perfect  maze 
x«gBiding  the  evil  influence  that  was  destroying  his  apples. 
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nebHrpeoaediBdmdttato  lay  seattored  over  the floorbjceores ; 
bat  the  agent  tiiat  had  dispersed  and  perforated  them  remamed 
far  weeks  together  an  inscrutable  myster j  to  John.  At 
Imgth,  however,  there  came  a  luckless  morning,  in  wfaidi  oar 
quondam  eompamon  lost  hold,  when  busy  at  wc^rik,  of  the 
pointed  stick ;  and  when  J(^  next  entered  his  store-house, 
the  guilty  harpOon  lay  stretched  across  the  harpooned  apples. 
The  discovery  was  followed  up  ;  the  CDdprit  detected ;  and,  on 
being  elosated  with  his  uncle  tJie  fiictor,  he  eommunieated  not 
<Hily  the  details  of  his  own  special  adventure,  but  tiie  particu- 
lars of  ours  also.  And  early  next  day  there  was  a  message 
seat  us  by  a  safe  and  secret  messenger,  to  1^  efibct  that  we 
would  be  ail  pot  in  prison  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

We  were  terribly  frightened ;  so  mudb.  so,  thai  the  strong 
point  of  our  position — ^the  double-dyed  gnik  of  the  Motor's 
nephew — ^&iled  to  occur  to  any  of  us ;  and  we  looked  for  only 
instant  incarceration.  I  still  remember  the  int^ise  feeling  of 
dbame  I  used  to  experience  every  time  I  crossed  my  mother's 
door  for  the  street, — ^the  agonizing,  all-engrossing  b^ief  that 
every  one  was  looking  at  and  pointuig  me  out^-^-and  the  terw 
ror,  when  in  my  uncles', — akin  to  that  of  the  culprit  who  hean 
fiaom  his  box  the  footsteps  of  the  returning  jury, — ^that,  having 
learned  of  my  offence,  they  were  preparing  to  denounce  me 
as  a  disgrace  to  an  honest  Sunily,  on  which,  in  the  memory 
of  man,  no  stain  had  rested  before.  The  disoiplme  was  emi« 
nently  wholesome,  and  I  never  foigot  it.  It  did  seem  some-: 
what  strange,  however,  that  no  one  appeared  to  know  any- 
thing about  our  misdemettior :  the  fiictor  kept  our  secret  r^ 
markaUy  well ;  but  we  inferred  he  was  doing  so  in  order  to 
ponnee  upon  us  aU  the  more  effectually ;  and,  holding  a  hasly 
coAndl  HI  t^e  cave,  we  resolved  ihskty  quitting  our  homes  fcr 
a  few  weeks,  we  should  live  among  the  rocks  till  the  storm 
that  seemed  xi«ng  should  have  blown  by. 

Marcus'  Gave  was  too  accessible  and  too  well  known ;  but 

my  knowledge  of  the  locality  cabled  me  to  recommend  to  my 

lads  two  oliier  caves  m  which  I  thou^t  we  might  be  safe* 

'Okb  coo  opened  in  a  thicket  of  ftirze,  some  feity  feet  above 
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the  shore;  and,  though  large  enough  within  to  oontaki  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  men,  it  presented  outside  much  the  ajppeaj>- 
ance  of  a  fox-e&r^  and  was  not  known  to  half-ardozen  people 
'in  the  country.  It  was,  however,  damp  and  dark ;  and  we 
found  that  we  <x>uld  not  venture  on  lighting  a  fire  in  it  witlv 
out  danger  of  suffocation.  It  was  pronounced  excellent,  how- 
ever, as  a  temporary  place  of  concealment,  were  ihe  search  for 
us  to  become  very  hot.  The  other  cavern  was  wide  and  open  ; 
but  it  was  a  wild,  ghostly-looking  place,  scarcely  once  visited 
from  one  twelvemonth's  end  to  another ;  its  floor  was  greev 
with  mould,  and  its  ridgy  walls  and  roof  bristled  over  with 
slim  pale  stalactites,  which  looked  like  the  pointed  tags  that 
roughen  a  dead  dress.  It  was  certain,  too,  that  it  was  haun^ 
ed.  Marks  of  a  clqven  foot  might  be  seen  freshly  imjnressed 
on  its  floor,  which  had  been  produced  either  by  a  stray  goat,  or 
by  something  worse;  and  the  few  boys  to  whom  its  existenoe 
and  character  were  known  used  to  speak  of  it  under  thdr 
breath  as  "  the  Devil's  Cave."  My  lads  did  at  first  look  round 
them,  as  we  entered,  with  an  awe-struck  and  disconsolate 
expression ;  but  falling  busily  to  work  among  the  cliSkj  wa 
collected  large  quantities  of  withered  grass  and  fern  for  bed* 
ding,  and,  selecting  the  drier  and  less  exposed  portions  of  the 
floor,  soon  piled  up  for  ourselves  a  row  of  little  lairs,  formed 
in  a  sort  of  half>way  style  between  that  of  the  wild  beast  and 
the  gipsy,  on  which  it  would  have  been  possible  enough  to 
sleep.  We  selected,  too,  a  place  for  our  £b:e,  gathered  a  little 
heap  of  fuel,  and  secreted  in  a  recess,  for  ready  use,  our  Mar- 
cus' Cave  pot  and  pitcher,  and  the  lethal  weapons  of  the 
gang,  which  consisted  of  an  old  bayonet  so  corroded  with  rust 
that  it  somewhat  resembled  a  three-edged  saw,  and  an  old 
horseman's  pistol  tied  fast  to  the  stock  by  cobbler's  ends,  and 
with  lock  and  ramrod  awanting.  Evening  surprised  us  in  the 
middle  of  our  preparations ;  and  as  the  shadows  fell  dark  and 
thick,  my  lads  began  to  look  most  uncomfortably  around  them. 
At  length  they  fairly  struck  work ;  there  was  no  use,  they 
said,  for  being  in  the  Devil's  Cave  so  late, — no  use,  indeed,  for 
])eing  in  it  at  all,  until  we  were  made  sure  the  &ctor  did  ao* 
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taally  intend  to  imprison  us ;  and,  after  delivering  themselves 
to  this  efiect,  they  fairly  bolted,  leaving  Finlay  and  myself  to 
bring  up  the  rear  at  our  leisure.     My  well-laid  plan  was,  in 
short,  found  unworkable,  from  the  inferior  quality  of  my  ma- 
terials.  I  returned  hom  e  with  a  heavy  heart,  somewhat  grieved 
tliat  I  had  not  confided  my  scheme  to  only  Finlay,  who  could, 
I  ascertained,  do  braver  things,  with  all  his  timidity,  than  the 
bolder  boys,  our  occasional  associates.     And  yet,  when,  in 
passing  homewards  through  the  dark  lonely  woods  of  the 
Hill,  I  bethought  me  of  the  still  deeper  solitude  and  gloom  of 
^e  haunted  cave  far  below,  and  thought  ^rther,  that  at  that 
very  moment  the  mysterious  being  with  the  cloven  feet  might 
be  traversing  its  silent  floor,  I  felt  my  blood  run  cold,  and  at 
once  leaped  to  the  conclusion  that,  save  for  the  disgrace,  a 
cave  with  an  evil  spirit  in  it  could  be  not  a  great  deal  better 
than  a  prison.     Of  the  prison,  however,  we  heard  no  more ; 
tiiough  I  never  forgot  the  grim  but  precious  lesson  read  me 
by  the  fector*8  threat ;  and  from  that  time  till  the  present,— 
gave  now  and  then,  by  inadvertently  admitting  into  my  news- 
papctr  a  paragraph  written  in  too  terse  a  style  by  some  good 
man  in  ^e  provinces,  against  some  very  bad  man  his  neighr 
bor, — ^I  have  not  been  fairly  within  wind  of  the  law,    I  would, 
however,  seriously  advise  such  of  my  young  friends  as  may 
east  a  curious  eye  over  these  pages,  to  avoid  taking  any  such 
lesson  as  mine  at  first-hand.     One  half-hour  of  the  mental 
aEnguish  which  I  at  this  time  experienced,  when  I  thought  of 
my  mother  and  uncles,  and  the  infamy  of  a  prison,  would 
have  vastly  more  than  counterbalanced  all  that  could  have 
been  enjoyed  from  banqueting  on  apples,  even  had  they  been 
liiose  of  the  Hesperides  or  of  Eden,  instead  of  being,  what 
tiicy  were  in  this  case,  green  masses  of  harsh  acid,  alike  for- 
midable to  teelh  and  stomach.    I  must  add,  in  justice  to  my 
fHend  of  the  Doocot  Cave,  that,  though  an  occasional  visitor 
at  Marcus,  he  had  prudently  avoided  getting  into  this  scrape. 
Our  long  vacation  came  at  length  to  an  end,  by  the  Ap- 
pointment of  a  teacher  to  the  subscription  school ;  but  the  ar- 
rangement was  not  the  most  profitable  possible  for  the  pupils. 
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BwB8  an  eminoiui  di^cujostaace)  that  weleaxned  in^fem  dtkym 
to  designate  the  new  master  by  a  mckname,  and  that  tlie  nam^ 
stock, — a  misfortune  wbieh  almost  neyer  be&lla  tlie  truly  «a- 
perior  man.  He  had,  however,  a  eertain  dasb  of  cleyerneas 
about  him ;  and  observing  that  I  was  of  jtotent  mflueooei 
among  my  school-fellows,  he  set  himself  to  determine  the 
grounds  on  which  my  authcmty  rested.  Copy  and  arithmetiq 
books  in  schools  in  which  there  was  liberty  used  ia  tho^  9^ 
dent  times  to  be  charged  with  ouriops  rj^datieiiis*  In  tha 
parish  sdhool,  for  instance,  wUdi  excelled,  as  I  have  spd, 
every  other  school  in  the  world  in  its  knowledge  of  badcs  and 
carvels,  it  was  not  micommcm  to  jfind  a  book  wid^  when  Cipenej 
at  the  right  end,  presented  only  copy4liie»  ov  acM^lnMBtical 
questions,  that  when  opened  at  the  wvoog  one^  p7e$^ilQd  only 
i^ips  and  boats.  And  there  were  caaes  on  reoovd  in  whi^  on 
the  grand  annual  examination^y  diat  heralded  thte  vaeatjLoiv 
the  worthy  parish  minister,  by  begiimiiig  to  tipTi  over  the 
leaves  of  some  exhibited  book  at  the  iceveira^  end,  fiHwd  hiin>- 
self  engaged,  when  expecting  only  thc^  quesficm  «f  €eclK»v  ^ 
the  ship-lines  of  Butterworth,  amid  whole  fleets  d  wnackfy 
fr^ates,  and  brigantines.  My  new  master,  pijofessieQally  ac- 
quainted with  this  secret  property  of  asithnietio  and  eepy^ 
books,  laid  hold  of  mine,  and,  bringing  them  to  his  deris^ 
found  them  diaiged  with  very  extraordinary  revelatl<MiB  in- 
deed. The  blank  spaces  were  oocu|»ed  with  dq^loiably  sciab- 
bled  couplets  and  stanzas,  blent  with  oocasiotial  remarks  m 
rude  prose,  that  dealt  cfai^  with  natun^  phes^muna*  One 
note,  for  instance,  which  the  master  took  the  trouble  of  da- 
ciphemg,  referred  to  the  supposed  >&el»  fiiimliar  aa  a  matter 
of  sensaUon  to  boys  located  on  the  sea-eoasti  Ihatdnving  Ae 
bathing  season  the  water  is  warmer  in  windy  daya,  when  the 
waves  break  high,  than  during  4ead  calms ;  mi  aooounted  fer 
it  (I  fear,  not  very  philosophically)  on  the  kypoUiesis  that  the 
^  waves,  by  slapping  against  eadi  other,  engender  heatt  aa 
beat  may  be  engendered  by  clapiMng  the  hands.''  Ike  master 
read  on,  evidently  with  much  difficulty,  and  aj^arently  with 
eoDsiderable  sceptkasm :  he  inferred  that  I  had  been  bonaw- 
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ib^,  not  iHTBiitiiig;  though  wheare  snob  proM  and  bimIi  ' 

eould  have  be^  borrowed^  and,  in  espeeial,  nch  gramiDftr 

and  sticii  spelling,  even  cleverer  men  than  he  m^ht  well  hftv» 

despaired  of  ever  finding  oat    And  m  order  to  teat  my  po?r-<* 

ers,  he  proposed  fiimiirfiing  me  with  a  theme  on  wlddi  to 

iNrrite.     *'Let  us  see,'*  he  said,  ^let  na  see:  the dandngHidiool 

lysH  oomes  on  here  next  y/reek ; — ^fafnng  me  a  poem  on  the 

dandng-sdiool  baJl.^    The  sabjeot  did  not  prooaiae  a  great 

deal ;  but,  eetMng  m jself  to  work  in  the  evening,  I  prodnoed 

bal^a-doeen  stanzas  on  the  ball,  winch  were  received  as  good, 

in  evidence  that  I  actually  oould  rhyme ;  and  lor  some  weeka 

after  I  was  rather  a  &vorite  with  the  new  master. 

I  had,  however,  ere  now  become  a  wild  inaubordinate  boy» 
and  the  only  school  in  wfaidi  I  could  properly  be  tai^ht  waa 
Hiat  world-wide  sdiool  which  awaited  me,  in  which  Toil  and 
Hardship  are  the  severe  but  noble  teadiers,  I  got  into  sad 
ecrapes.  Quarrelling,  on  one  occasion,  with  a  boy  of  my  own 
istandfng,  we  exdbanged  blows  across  the  form ;  and  when 
ealled  up  for  trial  and  punishment,  the  &ult  was  found  to  at> 
tach  so  equally  to  both  sides,  that  the  same  number  ofpabnie^ 
well  laid  on,  were  awarded  to  each.  I  bore  mine,  however, 
Hke  a  North  American  Indian^  whereas  my  antagonist  bc|gan 
to  howl  and  (ay ;  and  I  oould  not  resist  the  temptation  of  say* 
ing  to  him,  in  a  whispar  that  unluckily  reached  the  ear  of  tba 
master,  ^  Ye  big  blubbmng  blockhead,  take  that  £br  a  drub^ 
bing  from  me."  I  had  of  course  to  receive  a  few  palmiea  ad- 
dition^ for  the  speedi ;  but  then,  *<  who  oared  for  that  ?"  The 
master,  however,  '^oared''  considerably  more  for  the  offence 
than  I  <Md  for  the  piiniBlnnent.  And  in  a  subsequent  quanrel 
with  anotlier  boy,-*-a  stout  and  somewhat  dei^rate  mulatto, 
'—l  got  into  a  worse  scrape  sdll,  of  which  he  thought  still 
worse.  Hie  mulatto,  in  his  battles,  which  were  many,  had  ^ 
trick,  when  in  danger  of  being  over-matdied,  of  drawing  his 
knife;  and  in  our  affidr — ^tiie  necessities  of  the  fight  seeming 
to  require  it — ^he  drew  his  knife  upon  me.  To  his  horror  and 
astonishment,  however,  instead  of  running  ofi^  I  immediately 
drew  mine,  and,  quiok  aa  l^htaanft  staU>ed  him  in  the  thigh. 
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kBrt,]i0TBr  after  drew  knife  i^n  ft  oombi^ant  Butthevalaa 
of  the  leMon  wfaieh  I  gmye  mw,  like  mo^t  other  verf  Taluable 
thmgH,  iaadeqiuitdljr  appreraated ;  and  it  wmkj  procured  ter 
me  the  character  of  being  a  dangerens  bej.  I  bad  oertainiy 
readied  a  daogosQue  stage ;  bttt  it  wee  mainly  myself  that  iras 
injeopaDdy.  There  ia  a  transjIiiCAi  time  in  wMoh  the  strengtk 
aad  independcQce  of  the  latoit  man  begin  to  miqgle  with  the 
wilfiilneaa  and  indiearetioii  of  the  mere  boy,  vhioh  is  more 
peritoas  than  nmj  other,  and  in  wbieh  many  more  downward 
careeiB  of  reoUesiBees  and  folly  begin,  that  end  hi  wreck  and 
ruin,  than  in  all  the  other  years  of  life  which  infterrene  be* 
tween  childhood  and  old  age.  The  growing  lad  ehoold  be 
wisely  and  tfxideriy  dealt  wi A  at  this  critical  stage.  The  se- 
rerity  that  would  fam  compel  the  impli^^t  snbmiasioii  yielded 
at  an  earlier  period,  would  i»robably  succeed,  if  his  chaocactcr 
was  a  strong  one,  in  ensu;ring  but  his  ruin.  It  is  at  this  tra»* 
sition  stage  that  boys  run  off  to  sea  from  their  parents  and 
masters,  or,  when  tall  eno^h,  enlist  in  the  army  for  soldiers^ 
TbB  strictly  orthodox  pai^ent,  if  more  severe  than  wise,  sue* 
9eeds  ocoasionaUy  in  drivingi  during  this  crisis,  his  son  into 
Popery,  or  infid^ity ;  and  the  sternly  moral  one,  in  landing 
his  in  utter  pro£%aey.  But^  leniently  and  judiciously  dealt 
with,  the  dangerous  period  pa/sses;  iu  a  few  years  at  most,—' 
in  some  instonoes  in  even,  a  few  months, — ^the  sobriety  incir 
dental  to  *  further  devdopm^t  q£  <^Miracter  ensues,  and  the 
wild  boy  settles  down  ieto  a  rational  young  map. 

It  so  ehanoedy  however,  that  in  what  proved  the  closing 
scene  in  my  term  at  spbool  attendance,  I  was  rather  unfor- 
tunate than  guilty*  The  class,  to  which  I  now  belonged  read 
an  Eng^ybrii.  lesson  every  aft^^oon,  and  had  its  rounds  of 
filing;  and  in  these  l^t  I  acquitted  myself  but  ill ;  partly 
from  the  dicumsta^ce  that  I  spelt  only  indifferently,  but  still 
more  from  the  further  circumstance,  that^  retaining  strongly 
ixed  m  my  memory  the  broad  Scotch  pronunciation  acquired 
at  the  damea'  school  I  had  to  carry  on  in  my  mind  the  double 
pcgoQsa  of  at  once  spewing  the  required  word,  and  of  trans- 
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btiag  diB  old  flomidb  <tf  the  ktten  of  wkUi  i*  iMi  < 

iMbo  the  modBin  cues.    Nor  had  I  been  taught  lo  bretk  tht 

iroeda  kilo  ayUables;  and  ao,  when  required  one  efetang  to 

^peU  the  word  "^amful!*  with  rnuoh  delibemtioii,— 4br  1  hed 

1M>  trandate^  as  I  went  on,  the  letters  OrW  and  «,-*-4  qp^i  it 

^rord  fcr  word,  without  break  tsft  ymxa^  aa  a-w-fu-L    **N<^^ 

aead  the  master;  ^arW,  auf,  f-«i4,  ai^^;  q>ell  again."    Thia 

aeemed  prepoeterous  spelling.    It  was  stickiDg  in  an  €^  aa  I 

thought,  into  the  middle  of  the  word,  where,  I  was  aare,  no  • 

liad  a  right  to  be;  and  so  I  q>elt  it  as  at  first    The  master 

reoomp^ised  my  supposed  oontumacj  with  a  sharp  out  athwart 

the  ears  with  hia  taws;  and  again  demanding  the  ^elfag  of 

the  word,  I  yet  agam  spelt  it  as  at^first.    But  on  reoeinng  a 

seeood  cut,  I  refused  to  spell  it  any  more;  and,  determined  on 

overcoming  my  obstinacy,  he  laid  hold  of  me,  and  attempted 

throwing  me  down.    As  wrestling  had,  however,  been  one  of 

oor  fifcTorite  Marcus'  Gave  exercises,  and  as  few  lads  of  my 

mdies  wresUed  better  than  I,  the  master,  though  a  tall  and 

tolerably  robust  fellow,  feund  tiie  feat  considerably  more 

difficult  than  he  could  have  supposed.    We  swayed  from  side 

to  side  of  the  sdiool-room,  now  backwards,  now  forwards,  and 

ibr  a  full  minute  it  seemed  to  be  rather  a  moot  point  on  which 

side  the  victory  was  to  incline.    At  length,  however,  I  was 

tripped  over  a  form ;  and  as  the  master  had  to  deal  whh  me, 

not  as  master  usually  deals  with  pupil,  but  as  one  combatant 

deals  with  another,  whom  he  has  to  beat  into  submission,  I 

was  mauled  in  a  way  that  filled  me  with  aches  and  bruises  fer 

a  full  month  thereafter.    I  greatly  fear  that,  had  I  met  the 

fellow  on  a  lonely  road  five  years  subsequoatto  our  encounter, 

when  I  had  become  strong  enough  to  raise  breast-hign  the 

''great  lifting  stone  of  the  Dr<^ping  Cave,'*  he  would  have 

caught  as  sound  a  thrai^iing  as  he  ever  gave  to  little  boy  or 

girl  in  his  life ;  but  all  I  could  do  at  this  time  was  to  take 

down  my  cap  from  off  the  pin,  when  the  affiur  had  ended,  and 

march  straight  out  of  school.     And  tiios  terminated  my  school 

education.    Before  night  I  had  avenged  myself  in  a  copy  of 

sathric  verses,  entitled  '^  The  Pedagogue,"  whidi — as  they  had 
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some  little  deverness  in  them,  regarded  as  the  work  of  a  boy^, 
and  as  the  known  eooentridties  of  their  subject  gave  me  large 
Boope— oooasicnied  a  good  deal  of  merriment  in  the  place  ; 
and  of  the  verses  a  feir  copy,  written  out  by  Finlay,  was 
transmitted  through  the  Post-Office  to  the  pedagogue  himselC 
But  the  only  notice  he  ever  took  of  them  was  inddentally, 
in  a  short  speech  made  to  the  copyist  a  few  days  after.  ^I 
«etf,  Sir,"  he  said, — ^  I  «m  you  still  assodate  with  that  fellow 
MOler ;  perhaps  he  will  make  you  a  poet  !"*  *'  I  had  thought, 
Sir,"  said  Finlay,  very  quietly,  in  reply,  **that  poets  were 
bom, — not  made." 

As  a  specimen  of  the  rhyme  of  this  period,  and  as  in  some 
d^ree  a  set-off  against  my  drubbing,  which  remains  till  this 
day  an  unsetded  score,  I  submit  my  pasquinade  to  the  reader. 

TH£  PEDAGOGUE. 

With  solemn  mien  and  pious  dr, 

S— k—r  attends  each  call  of  grace ; 
Loud  eloqoenoe  bedecka  hia  prayer, 

And  formal  sanctity  his  face,  m 

All  good;  tmt  ton  the  other  side, 
And  see  the  smirking  beau  displayed ; 
The  pompous  strut,  exalted  air, 
And  all  that  marks  the  fop,  is  there. 

In  character  we  seldom  see 
Traits  so  direrse  meet  and  agree : 
Can  the  aflbcted  mindng  trip, 
EzBtted  brow,  and  pride-pressed  lip, 
*  In  strange  incongruous  union  meet, 
With  aU  that  stamps  the  hypocrite  f 
We  see  fhey  do:  but  let  ns  aean 
Tboae  aecret  springs  which  moTQ  Ihe  man. 

Thovgh  now  he  wields  the  knotty  birch, 
Hia  better  hope  Ilea  in  the  Chinch : 
Fat  this  the  sable  robe  he  wears, 
For  this  in  pious  guise  appears. 
But  then,  the  weak  will  cannot  hide 
Th*  inherent  Tsnity  and  pride; 
And  thus  he  acta  the  cozcoaab't  part, 
As  dearer  to  his  poor  rain  heart : 
Nature's  born  fopl  a  saint  by  art!  I 


Bat,  bold,  IM  wean  oo  fopHng's  drew; 
Each  seam,  each  thread,  the  eye  can  trace, 
His  gait>  an  o'er ;— 4he  dye^  thoogh  tnw, 
1liBe4>lMMiiHl,  df4»l^r«  •  IUM«r  hoi: 
PreM  forma  the  fopling^s  better  part  ;— 
Beconcile  this  and  prove  your  arL 

^  CaiMl  penoiy  repreasee  pride  ;**•— 
A  maxim  by  the  wise  denied ; 
For  'tis  alone  tame  plodding  souls, 
Wbeae  spirits  bend  whaa  Iteoalrolir 
Whose  ttves  nm  oatn  one  doll  mnm^ 
Flaln  hooeaty  their  hi^est  aim. 
With  him  it  merely  can  repress— 
T^Ior  o'er-cowed— the  pomp  of  dress ; 
His  spMf,  vnrepresssd,  on  sow 
iligli  as  e'er  foUy  rose  beforo; 
Oan  fly  pale  study,  learnM  debate, 
And  ape  proud  fashion^s  idle  state ; 
Yet  fldls  in  that  engaging  grace 
Tbat  lights  the  pnujttaU  eovtier's  Awe. 
Bis  weak  aflteted  air  we  mark, 
And,  smiling,  view  the  would-be  spark ; 
Complete  in  every  act  and  feature,— 
An  m-tned,  tlliy,  awkward  crefttore. 

My  8chool-d4ya  &irly  over,  a  life  of  toil  fix>wned  full  in 
£ront  of  me ;  but  never  yet  was  there  hal^grown  lad  lei^ 
willing  to  take  up  the  man  and  lay  down  the  boy.  My  set  of 
companions  was  &st  breaking  up ; — ^my  Mend  of  the  Doocot 
Cave  was  <m  the  eve  of  proceeding  to  an  academy  in  a  neigb- 
boriug  town ;  Finlay  had  received  a  call  from  the  south,  to 
finish  his  eduoatio|i  in  a  seminary  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed; 
one  Marcus'  Cave  lad  was  preparing  to  go  to  sea;  another 
to  learn  a  trade;  a  third  tp  «nter  a  shcf):  the  tone  of  dia* 
persal  was  too  evidently  at  hand ;  and,  taking  counsel  one 
day  togedier,  we  resolved  .on  constructing  something — ^we  at 
first  knew  not  what — that  mi^t  serve  as  a  monument  to  re- 
call to  us  in  after  years  the  memory  of  our  early  pastimes  and 
enjoyments.  The  common  school-book  story  of  the  Persian 
shepherd,  who,  when  raised  by  his  sovereign  to  high  place  in 
the  empire,  derived  his  diief  pleasure  finom  contemplating,  in 
a  secret  apartment,  the  pipe,  crook,  and  rude  habiliments  of 


140  M7  8GBO(HA  AKD  SCSOOIMAOOBB  ] 

Ids  lumpier  days,  suggested  to  me  that  w^e  also  sbonld  htnv^ 
^  our  secret  apartmoity  in  whioh  to  store  up,  for  fiiture  content 
plati<Mi,  our  baycmet  and  instol,  pot  and  pitdier ;  and  I  reo- 
ommendod  that  we  should  set  ourselves  to  dig  a  subtenraneaa 
chamber  for  that  purpose  among  the  woods  of  the  hiU,  aooessi- 
ble,  like  the  mysterious  vaults  of  our  story-books,  by  a  tarap- 
door.  The  proposal  was  favorably  received ;  and,  selecting 
a  solitary  spot  among  the  trees  as  a  pioper  site,  and  procor- 
ii^  spade  and  mattodc,  we  began  to  dig. 

Soon  passing  through  the  thin  crust  of  vegetable  mould,  we 
found  the  red  boulder  day  beneath  exceedingly  stiff  and  hard ; 
but  day  after  day  saw  us  persevenngly  at  work ;  and  we  suc- 
ceeded in  digging  a  huge  square  pit,  about  ffix  feet  in  leDgth 
and  breadth,  and  fully  seven  feet  deep.     Fixing  four  upright 
posts  in  the  c<»iierB,  we  lined  our  apartment  with  slender  spars 
nailed  dosely  together ;  and  we  had  prepared  for  giving  it  a 
massive  roof  of  beams  formed  of  &llen  trees,  and  strong 
enough  to  bear  a  layer  of  earth  and  turf  from  a  foot  to  a  foot 
and  a  half  in  depth,  with  a  little  opening  for  the  trap-door; 
when  we  found,  one  morning,  on  pressing  onwards  to  the  scene 
of  our  labors,  that  we  were  doggedly  tracked  by  a  horde  of 
boys  considerably  more  numerous  than  our  own  j»arty.   Their 
curiosity  had  been  exdted,  like  that  of  the  Princess  Nekayah 
in  Basselas,  by  the  tools  which  we  carried,  and  by  ^'seeing 
that  we  had  directed  our  walk  every  day  to  the  same  point  f 
and  in  vain,  by  running  and  donbliiig,  by  scolding  and  rismon- 
strating,  did  we  now  attempt  shaking  them  off    I  saw  that^ 
were  we  to  provoke  a  general  meke^  we  could  scarce  expect 
to  come  off  victors ;  but  deeming  myself  fully  a  match  for 
their  stoutest  boy,  I  stepped  out  and  duQlenged  Mm  to  come 
forward  and  fight  me.    He  hesitated,  looked  foolish,  and  re- 
fused, but  said,  he  would  readily  fight  with  any  <^  my  party 
cxoq^t  myself.    I  immediately  named  my  ftiend  of  the  Dooeot 
Cave,  who  leaped  out  with  a  bound  to  meet  him ;  but  the  boy, 
as  I  had  anticipated,  refused  to  fight  him  also ;  and,  observing 
the  prt^^er  efl^  produced,  I  ordered  my  lads  to  mai«h  fet- 
waird;  and  fireman  upper  dope  of  the  hill  we  had  tl«<>9?^»MW 
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tftOQ  of  secdng  tJbat  our  parsuers,  afW  lingerkig  for  a  litde  while 
on  the  spot  ctn  whiob  we  bad  lefb  them,  turned  homewirdai 
£uxly  ooif  ed,  and  pursued  us  no  more.    But,  alas  1  <m  reach. 
ing  our  secret  chamber,  we  ascertained,  by  marks  all  too  a&> 
equivocal,  that  it  was  to  be  secret  no  longer.    Some  rude  haad 
bad  torn  down  the  wooden  lining,  and  cut  two  of  the  posts 
half  through  with  a  hatchet;  and  on  returning  disocmsolatelj 
to  the  town,  we  ascertained  that  Johnstone,  the  fofcster,  had 
just  been  there  before  us,  declaring  that  some  atroekraalj 
i^rioked  persons— for  whose  apprehen9ion  a  piodamatioii  was 
to  be  instantly  issued — had  contrived  a  diabolical  trap,  which 
lie  had  just  discovered,  for  maiming  the  oattle  of  the  gentle- 
man,  his  employer,  who  &rmed  the  Hill.    Johnstone  was  an 
old  Forty  •Second  man,  who  had  followed  Wellington  over  the 
laiigear  part  of  the  Peninsula ;  but  though  he  had  witnessed  the 
storming  and  sack  of  St  Sebastian,  and  a  great  many  other  bad 
things,  nothing  had  he  ever  seen  on  the  Peninsula,  or  anywhere 
else,  he  said,  half  so  mischievous  as  the  cattle-trap.     We,  of 
course,  kept  our  own  secret ;  and  as  we  all  returned  under  the 
doud  of  night,  and  with  heavy  hearts  filled  up  our  excavation 
level  with  the  soil,  the  threatened  proclamaticm  was  never  is* 
sued.    Johnstone,  however,  who  had  been  watching  my  mo- 
tions for  a  considerable  lime  before,  and  whom,  as  he  was  a 
formidable  fellow,  very  unlike  any  of  the  other  foresters,  I  had 
been  sedulously  watching  in  turn, — had  no  hesitation  in  deelar> 
ing  that  I,  and  I  only,  could  be  the  designer  of  the  cattle-tarap. 
I  had  acquainted  myself  in  books,  he  said,  with  the  mode  of 
entrapping  by  pit^s  wild  beasts  in  the  forests  abroad ;  and 
my  trap  for  the  Colonel's  cattle  was,  he  was  certain,  a  result 
of  my  book-acquired  knowledge. 

I  was  one  day  loimging  in  front  of  my  mother's  dwelliBg, 
when  up  came  Johnstone  to  address  me.  As  the  evidence 
regarding  the  excavation  had  totally  broken  down,  I  was 
aware  of  no  spedal  <^^ce  at  the  time  that  could  have  secur* 
ed  for  me  sudi  a  piece  of  attention,  and  inferred  that  the  did 
soldier  was  laboring  under  some  mistake ;  but  Johnstone's 
address  soon  evinced  that  he  was  not  in  the  least  miatak«n, 
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He  widied  to  1>e  acquainted  wftih  me,  he  said.    ^It  was  all 
nonsense  for  us  to  be  bothering  one  another,  nrhen  we  had  no 
Ottose  of  quarrel."    He  used  occasionally  to  eke  out  Ms  pen- 
sion, and  ins  scanty  allowance  as  f(M-ester,  bj  catching  a  basket 
offish  for  lumself  from  off  the  rocks  of  the  Hill ;  and  he  had 
jnst  diaooyered  a  projecting  ro<^  at  the  foot  of  a  tall  predpice, 
whieh  would  prove,  he  was  sure,  one  of  the  best  fishing  plat- 
forms in  the  Frittt    But  th^,  m  the  existing  state,  it  was 
whoUy  inaccesG^ble.    He  was,  however,  of  opinion  that  it  was 
possible  lo  lay  it  opei  by  carrying  a  path  adown  the  shelving 
&ee  of  tiie  precipice.    He  had  seen  Wellington  address  him- 
self to  qcfite  as  desperate-looking  matters  m  the  P^insula ; 
aad  were  I  bat  to  assist  him,  he  was  sure,  he  said,  we  could 
oonstruet  between  us  t^e  necessary  path.    Tlie  undertaking 
was  one  wholly  according  to  my  own  heart ;  and  next  morn- 
ing Jdmsftone  and  I  were  hanl  at  work  on  the  ^ddy  brow 
of  tlie  precipice.    It  was  topped  by  a  thick  bed  of  boulder 
day,  itsel^-HBudi  was  the  steepness  of  the  slope — ^almost  a  pre- 
cipice ;  but  a  series  of  deeply-cut  steps  1^  us  easfly  f^own  the 
bed  of  day ;  and  then  a  slojmig  shelf,  which,  with  much  labor, 
w%  deepened  and  flattened,  conducted  us  not  unsafely  some 
five-and-twenty  ot  thirty  feet  along  the  face  of  the  precipice 
proper.    A  second  s^es  of  steps,  painfully  scooped  out  of 
the  living  rock,  and  which  passed  within  a  few  yards  of  a 
range  of  herons'  nests  perched  on  a  hitherto  inaccessible  plat- 
form, brought  us  down  some  five-and-twenty  or  thirty  feet 
more ;  but  then  we  arrived  at  a  sheer  descent  of  about  twenty 
feet,  at  which  Johnstone  looked  raither  blank,  though,  on  my 
suggesting  a  ladder,  he  took  heart  again,  and  cutting  two  slim 
taper  trees  in  the  wood  above,  we  flung  them  over  the  preci- 
pice into  the  sea;  and  then  fishing  them  up  with  a  world  of 
toil  and  trouble,  we  squared  and  bore  them  upwardi§,  and,  cut- 
ting tenons  for  them  in  the  hard  gneiss,  we  placed  them  against 
the  rock  front,  and  nailed  over  them  a  line  of  steps.    The 
precipice  beneath  sloped  easily  on  to  the  fishing  rock,  and  so  a 
few  steps  more  completed  our  path.     1  never  saw  a  man  more 
delisted  than  Johnstone.    As  being  lighter  a&d  more  active 
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than  he,— fer,  though  not  greadj  adva&oed  in  life,  he  irie  con- 
siderably debilitated  by  severe  wounds, — I  had  to  take  some 
of  the  more  perilous  parts  of  the  work  on  myselt  I  had  ont 
the  tenons  for  the  ladder  with  a  rope  round  my  waist,  and  had 
recovered  the  trees  flung  into  the  sea  by  some  adroit  swim- 
ming ;  and  the  old  soldier  became  thoroughly  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  my  proper  sphere  was  tilie  army.  I  was 
already  five  feet  three,  he  said ;  in  little  more  than  a  twelve- 
month I  should  be  five  ^t  seven ;  and  were  I  then  bat  to  en- 
list, and  to  keep  from  the  ''  drop  drmk," — a  thing  whidi  he 
never  could  do, — ^I  would,  he  was  oertoln,  rise  to  be  a  aeijeant. 
In  brief,  sueh  were  the  terms  on  which  Johnstone  and  I  laam* 
ed  to  live  ever  after,  that^  had  I  ocmstmoted  a  Bcon  cf  trafMi 
for  the  Colonel's  cattle,  I  believe  he  would  have  winked  at 
them  alL  Poor  &llow !  he  got  into  diflieulties  a  good  many 
years  after,  and,  on  the  accession  of  the  Whigs  to  power, 
mortgaged  bis  pension,  and  emigrated  to  Canada.  Deeming 
the  terms  hard,  however,  as  he  well  might,  he  first  wrote  a 
letter  to  his  old  commander,  the  Duke  of  Wellington, — ^I  hold* 
ing  the  pen  for  him, — ^in  which,  in  the  hope  that  their  strin* 
gency  might  be  relaxed  in  his  behalf  he  stated  both  his  ser- 
vices and  his  case.  And  promptly  did  the  Duke  veply,  in  an 
essentially  kind  holograph  epistle,  in  whieh,  after  stating  thai 
he  had  no  influence  at  the  time  with  the  MiwiatftTO  of  the 
Orown,  and  no  means  of  getting  a  relaxadcm  of  thrir  tenm 
in  bdialf  of  any  one,  he  ''  earnestly  recommended  Williain 
Johnstone,  JSrst^  not  to  seek  a  provision  £ot  himself  in  Cana- 
da^ unless  he  were  able-bodied,  and  fit  to  provide  for  himself 
in  circumstances  of  extreme  hardah^ ;  and,  ^eeond^  en  no  ao- 
oount  to  aeU  or  moi^gage  his  pension."  But  the  advioa  waa 
not  tpken ; — Johnstone  did  emigrate  to  Canada,  and  did. mort- 
gage his  pension ;  and  I  fear — ^though I  failed  to  tcaoekia  af* 
t^^history — that  he  suffered. in  consequence. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 


SNow,  surety,  thovgbt  I,  there^s  enou* 
To  fill  life's  dusty  way ; 
And  who  wia  mte  a  poet\(  ftwt, 
Or  wonder  where  he  stray ! 
So  to  the  woods  and  wastes  m  go, 
And  I  will  haUd  an  osier  bower; 
And  sweetly  Uiere  to  me  shall  flow 
The  meditative  hoar."  ' 

HsnmT  KiSKC  Wterc 

FmiiAT  was  «wxy ;  my  friend  of  the  Doooot  Cave  was  away ; 
my  otlier  eompanions  were  aU  scattered  abroad ;  my  mother, 
i^r  a  long  widowhood  of  more  Uian  eleven  years,  had  water- 
ed into  ^  second  marriage ;  and  I  found  myself  standing  &ae 
to  &oe  with  a  life  of  labor  and  restraint  The  prospect  ap- 
peared dreary  in  the  extreme.  The  necessity  of  ever  toiling 
£rom  morning  to  night,  and  from  one  week's  end  to  another, 
and  all  £)r  a  little  coarse  food  and  homely  raiment,  seemed  to 
be  A  dire  one ;  and  &in  would  I  have  avoided  it  But  thero 
was  no  escape,  and  so  I  determined  on  being  a  mason.  I  re- 
membered my  Cousin  Geoi^e's  long  winter  holidays,  and  how 
delightfully  he  employed  them ;  and,  by  making  choice  of 
Cousin  George's  profession,  I  trusted  to  find,  like  him,  large 
compensation,  in  the  amusements  of  one  half  the  year,  for  the 
toils  of  the  ol^er  half.  Labor  shall  not  wield  over  me,  I  said, 
a  rod  entirely  black,  but  a  rod  like  one  of  Jacob's  peeled 
waodsy  chequered  white  and  black  alternately. 
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I,  however,  dM  look,  even  at  this  time,  notwilJistandisg  the 
antecedents  of  a  sadly  mi^^pent  boyhood,  to  something  higher 
than  mere  amusement ;  and,  daring  to  believe  that  literature, 
and,  mayhap,  natural  science,  were,  after  all,  my  proper  voca- 
tions, I  resolved  that  much  of  my  leisure  time  should  be  given 
to  careful  observation,  and  the  study  of  our  best  English  au- 
thors. Both  my  uncles,  especially  James,  were  sorely  vexed 
by  my  determination  to  be  a  mason ;  they  had  expected  to  see 
me  rising  in  some  one  of  the  learned  professions ;  yet  here  was 
I  going  to  be  a  mere  operative  medbanio,  like  one  of  them- 
selves !  I  spent  with  them  a  serious  hour,  in  whidi  they 
lilted  that,  instead  of  entering  as  a  mason's  apprentice,  I 
should  devote  myself  anew  to  my  education.  Though  the 
labor  of  their  hands  formed  their  only  wealth,  they  would  as> 
sist  me,  they  said,  in  getting  through  college ;  nay,  if  I  pre^ 
ferred  it,  I  might  meanwhile  come  and  live  with  them ;  ail  Uiey  . 
asked  in  return  of  me  was,  that  I  should  give  myself  as  sedu- 
lously to  my  lessons  as,  in  the  event  of  my  becoming  a  mason, 
I  would  have  to  give  myself  to  my  trade.  I  demurred.  The 
lads  of  my  acquaintance  who  were  preparing  for  college  had 
im  eye,  I  said,  to  some  professdon ;  they  were^qualifying  them- 
sdves  to  be  lawyers,  or  medical  men,  or,  in  ramsh  larger  part| 
were  studying  for  the  Church ;  whereas  I  had  no  wish  and  no 
pecidiar  fitness  to  be  eldier  lawyer  or  doctor ;  aod  as  lor  the 
Ghurdi,  that  was  too  serious  a  direction  to  look  in  for  oneNsi 
bread,  unless  one  could  honestly  regard  one's  self  as  eaUid  to 
the  Qraroh's  proper  work ;  and  I  could  not.  Tbeaee,  said  my 
tttieles,  you  are  perfectly  right:  better  be  a  poor  mason, — bet- 
ter be  anythii^  honest,  however  humble, — than  an  imcttU0d 
minist^.  How  very  stroz^  the  hold  taken  of  fhe  mind  in 
some  eases  by  hereditary  convictions  of  which  the  ordinary 
conduct  shows  little  apparent  trace !  I  had  fer-the  last  im 
years  been  a  wild  boy, — not  without  my  share  of  respect  for 
Donald  Boy*^  religion,  but  possessed  of  none  of  Doni^d's  se- 
riousness ;  and  yet  here  was  his  belief  in  this  special  matter 
lying  so  stroi^ly  ^itrenched  in  &e  recesses  of  my  mind,  that 
no  eoQfiideratioa  whatever  could  have  induced  me  to  outmge 
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it  by  obtruding  my  unworthinesB  on  tbe  Cburoh.    Tbougjb, 

aoAyhais  overstrained  ia  many  of  its  older  forma,  I  £uxi  wish 
the  coaviction,  in  at  least  some  of  its  better  modificatiouay 
were  more  general  now.  It  might  be  well  for  all  the  Protest- 
ant Churches  practically  to  hold,  with  Undes  James  and  Sandy, 
that  true  ministers  cannot  be  manu&ctured  out  of  ordinary 
mssa — ^men  ordinary  in  talent  and  character — ^in  a  given  num^ 
ber  of  years,  and  then  passed  by  the  imposition  of  hands  into 
the  sacared  office ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  ministers,  whea 
real,  are  all  spedal  creations  of  the  grace  of  God.  I  ma;y 
add,  that  in  a  belief  of  this  kind,  deeply  implanted  in  the  pop- 
ular mind  of  Scotland,  the  strength  of  our  recent  Chnzch  ooi^ 
tniversy  mainly  lay. 

Slowly  and  unwillingly  my  undes  at  l^gtii  consented  that  I 
should  make  trial  of  a  life  of  manual  labor.  The  husband  ^f 
ose  of  my  maternal  aunts  was  a  mason,  who,  contracting  for  jobs 
on  a  small  scale,  usually  kept  an  ajq»rentice  or  two,  and  emplojfr- 
ed  a  few  journeymen.  With  him  I  agreed  to  serve  for  the  term 
of  three  years.;  and,  getting  a  suit  of  strong  moleskin,  dothes, 
apd  a  pair  of  heavy  hob-nailed  shoes,  I  waited  only  for  the 
breaking  up  of  the  winter  frosts,  to  begin  work  in  the  Cro- 
marty qnarriesr— jobbing  masters  in  the  north  of  SootUind  us^ 
uaUy  combining  the  profession  of  the  qqarrier  with  that  of  the 
ipftpon.  In  the  beautiful  poetic  fragment  from  which  I  have 
chosen  my  motto,  poor  Kirk  White  fondly  indulges  in  the 
dream  of  a  hermit  life^ — quiel^  meditative,  solitary,  spent  &r 
away  in  deep  woods,  or  amid  wide-i^read  wastes,  whexe  the 
very  sounds  that  arose  would  be  but  the  &int  echoes  of  alon^ 
liness  in  which  man  was  not, — a  ^^  voice  of  the  desert,  never 
dumb."  The  dream  is  that  of  a  certain  brief  period  of  life  be? 
tween  boyhood  and  comparatively  mature  yoidJi ;  and  we  find 
more  traces  of  it  in  the  poetry  of  Kirke  White  than  in  that  of 
almost  any  other  poet;  simply  beeauae  he  wrote  at  the  age  in 
wUch  it  is  natural  to  indulge  in  it^  and  because^  being  less  an 
imitator  and  more  an  original  than  most  juvenito  poets,  he 
gave  it  as  a  portion  of  the  internal  experience  froni  which  he 
d^w^    But  it  iaadieam  not  restrict^,  to  y/ouqgpoeta^  th^ 
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^orant,  hal^grown  lad,  -who  learns  fer  Ad  first  time  *^abc>oi 
the  great  rich  gentleman  who  advertises  for  a  hermit,'^  aad 
-wislies  that  he  had  but  the  necessary  qualificatkMis  of  besid  to 
cffer  hhnself  as  a  candidate,  indulges  in  it  also ;  and  I,  too,  in 
iMs  transition  stage,  cherished  it  with  all  the  strength  of  a 
passion.  It  seems  to  spring  out  of  a  latent  timidity  in  the  yet 
undeveloped  mind,  that  diriuks  from  grappling  willi  the  stem 
realities  of  life,  amid  the  crowd  and  press  of  a  busy  world, 
and  o'ershaded  by  the  formidable  competition  of  men  already 
practised  in  the  struggle.  I  have  still  before  me  the  picture 
of  tiie  *4odge  in  some  vast  wilderness,"  to  which  I  could  have 
&in  retired,  to  lead  all  alone  a  life  quieter,  but  quite  as  wild, 
as  my  Marcus'  Gave  one ;  and  the  snugness  and  comfort  of  the 
humble  interior  of  my  hermitage,  during  some  boisterous  night 
of  winter,  when  the  gusty  wind  would  be  howling  around  the 
Too^  and  the  rain  beating  on  the  casement,  but  when  in  die 
calm  within,  the  dieerful  flame  would  roar  in  the  diinmey, 
and  glance  bright  on  rafter  and  wall,  still  impress  me  as  if  the 
recollection  was  in  reality  that  of  a  scene  witnessed,  not  of  a 
mere  vision  conjured  up  by  the  fancy.  But  it  was  all  the  idle 
dream  of  a  truant  lad,  who  would  fain  now,  as  on  former  oo. 
casions,  have  avoided  going  to  school, — ^tfaat  best  and  noblest 
of  all  sdiools,  save  the  Ouristian  one,  in  which  honest  Labor 
is  the  teacher, — ^in  which  the  ability  of  being  useful  is  impart- 
ed, and  tlie  spirit  of  independ^ace  communicated,  and  the  hab- 
it of  persevering  effort  acquired ;  and  which  is  more  moral 
tiian  ti&e  sdiools  in  which  only  philosophy  is  tau^it,  and  great* 
ly  more  happy  than  ihe  schools  which  profess  to  teach  only  tlie 
art  of  enjoyment.  Noble,  upright,  self-relying  Toil !  Who 
diat  knows  thy  solid  worth  and  value  would  be  adiamed  of 
thy  hard  himds,  and  thy  s(^ed  vestments,  and  thy  obscure 
tasks, — thy  humble  cottage,  and  hard  couch,  and  homely  fhre ! 
Save  for  thee  and  Ihy  lessons,  man  in  society  would  everywhere 
onk  into  a  sad  compound  of  the  fiend  and  the  wild  beast ;  and 
tMs  iallen  world  would  be  as  certainly  a  moral  as  a  natural  wU« 
^mess.  But  I  little  thought  of  t^  excellence  of  thy  charaotetf 
aftd  ef  tJiy  teadbmgs,'  when,  with  a  faeaivy  heaart,  I  set  out  about 
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this  tkne^  cot  a  aK>miB§  of  earlj  s[Mri»g»  to  tako  my.  first  lassoa 
ftcm  tbee  in  a  aaMlstooe  quarry* 

Ilisre  elsttirbere  reeorded  tl^  history  of  my  few  first  dAy» 
of  toil;  but  it  is  poBSible  lor  two  histories  <^  the  same  period, 
andindividiial  tobe  at  onee  true  to  fact,  aad  unliik^  eadi  other 
itt  the  Menea  wUok  thoy  deaeribe  and  the  events  which  they 
reoord.    The  quarry  in  whick  I  eommeoeed  my  life  of  labor 
wa^  as  I  have  said,  a  sandstone  one,  and  exhibited  in  the  see- 
tkm  of  the  farzeKxyrered  baidc  whiieh  it  firesented,  a  bar  of 
deep-red  stone  beneath»  and  a  bar  of  pale-red  clay  abova. 
Both  d^xieita  belonged  to  ^^mations  equally  known  at  tiie 
time  to  the  geologist    The  de^red  stone  fonned  part  of  an . 
iqyper  mnnber  of  the  Lower  Old  Hed  Sandstone ;  the  pale- 
red  ch^y  wUdi  waa  muc&  roughened  by  rounded  pebbles,  and. 
much  eradied  and  fissured  by  the  reoent  frosts^  wa^  a  bed  of 
the  bonld«r  elay.    Sareibr  the  whoksomerestramt  that  oon- 
finedime  for  day  after  day  to  the  spot,  I  would  perhsfa  have, 
paid  MtHe  attenti<Ni  to  either*    Mineralogy  in  it»  first  rudir 
menta  had  »urly  awakened  my  eoliosity,  just  as  it  never  fiula. 
toawidaen^  with  its  gems,  and  its  metf^  and  its  hard  glitter- 
u^  loeks,  of  which  tools  may  be.made»  the  curiosity  <^in&nt. 
tribes  and  nations.    But  in  unsightly  masses  of  mechanical 
origin^  whstfaer  sandstone  or  eli^^  I  coidd  tajke  no  imterestt; 
jast  as  in&nt  soeieties  take  no  interest  in  suiih  masses,  and  so 
fiuH  to  know.  aHythii^  of  geology ;  and  it  waa  notuntillhad 
learned  to  >  detect  among  the  anient  saiid$t<Hae  strata;  of  thia 
qnarry  eaactly  the  same  phenomena  9»  th^se  whiohl  u(9ed  to 
witness  in  my  walks  with  UneleSavdyi^t  tbo- ebb,  tk^  I  waa 
ftirly  exiMlted  toetsamine  and  inquire^    It  waa.the  necessiljp, 
iHMt  made  ma  a  quarrier  that  tangjbt.me  to  be  a».geol9^t 
FvfftfaeT)  I  soQti  fi:>uiid  that  diere  was  mncb  to  be  eiyoyed  in  a 
Blbofklbor.  A.taale.lortibabeaiities^ofnataralseQneryisof 
itnlf  a n0fer*iUaisg  spring  of  deli^;  and  there,  was acawa. 
alday  in  which  J  wron^t  in  the  opim  Wj  duiiqg  tins  p«sriod^ 
in  whiek  i  did  mA  ezfericnae  its  sootlnng.  and  erinlasating  » 
flnenae.    Well  has  it  been  and  by  tha  poet  K^ats,  that /' a 
tftfagofifaeaHtyinai.i[>y  teiveiw"   I  owaAmiiiMh  t«  tha  uyyea 
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i^aelieB  of  GronMOty  FHth,  as  Men,  iriien  m  wt  d^wn  ta 
our  mid-day  meal,  from  the  gorge  of  llie  ^faviyi  ^otk  llvfe 
smnerous  rippling  omre&ts^  that  in  tlieoafan  TMembledatiaam.* 
let»  ^rind^g  through  a  meadow,  awl  tfaeBr  distaiit  gray  piror 
montories  tijf^ped  with  vSlagea  that  hiighteoed  Jb  the  aoinhiiie  ^ 
while,  pale  in  the  bacfcgrotmd,  the  mi^ity  failk,  still  itTfiaimii 
with  s&ow,  rose  high  ov^er  bay  and  promoBtoryi  and  gave  dif^ 
nity  nod  power  to  the  soene. 

Still,  however,  with  all  my  eDJojmeata^  I  had  ta  suftr  acHM 
of  tiie  evils  of  excessive  toil.  Thou^  now  sevesfleeBi  I  waa 
stall  seven  iiu^es  short  of  my  ultimate  stature ;  aad  my.firamsy 
oast  more  at  the  time  in  the  mould  of  my  mother  than  in  that 
of  the  robust  sailor^  whose  ^^  back,"  aeoording  to  the  deaor^ 
tion  of  one  of  Ids  eomrades,  ^  no  one  had  ever  pot  to  tfasi 
groimd,"  was  slim  and  loosely  knit ;  and  I  used  to  suffer  madr 
from  wanderis^  pains  m  the  jokits,  and  an  oppressive  Adiaip 
about  the  chest,  as  if  crashed  by  some  great  weight*  I  ha» 
came  subject,  too,  to  frequent  ^  of  extreme  depressiODiiof 
spirits,  which  took  almost  the  form  of  a  walking  8leep^--*«re»* 
suits,  I  believe,  of  exoesedve  latigtte^*-azid  during  wiuehmy  §kn 
sence  of  mind  was  so  extreme,  that  I.  laefced  the  ahilitj  o£. 
protecting  myself  agamst  accident,  in  cases  ths-moBit  rimplar 
and  ordinary.  Beesdes  other  injinries,  I  lost  at  diflsferai  timesi 
dtiring  the  ^rst  few  months  of  my  apfventiessb^  whoa  m 
these  fits  of  parthd  sonmambuHsm,  no  fewer  tiian  amroAaimy: 
flnger-iutils.  Bat  as  I  gathered,  strength,  my  spirita  heoans: 
more  equal^e;  and  not  until  many  yearsadfter,  whonmy  hsaltlt 
fidled  fyrek  timeun^r  ov^>e3rertioB  of  another  kindyhad.I 
any  renewed'experience  of  the  fits  of  walkang  sle^« 

My  master,  an  elderly  man  at  thatime,-^lbry  as  be  usedaob 
imfreqttently  to  tdl  his  iqf^prentioes^  he  had  been  bom  on  tfaft 
same  day  and  year  as*  Oeorgo  the  Fourth,  and  so  weconld} 
celebrate,  if  wo  pleased,  botfe  holidays  togethary^— was  a  per«^ 
son  of  p^oddlr^,  persevering^  industry,  who  wrought  raahen 
longer  hours  than  was  quite  agreeahle.  ta  one  wlio  wtshnL  to. 
have  some  time  to  himself;  but  he  was,  in  the  mahiy  a.goodt 
As  a-birilder^  he  madaosnaeienoo  of  e«sry*st«iie  jiiai 


160  K7  SCHOOLS  AND  SGHOOLHASTEBS ; 

laid.    It  was  renmrited  in  the  place,  that  Ihe  walls  built  b  j 
Unde  David  never  bulged  or  fell ;  and  no  apprentice  or  jour- 
neyman of  his  was  permitted,  on  anj  plea,  to  make  ^  sli^it 
work."    Though  by  no  means  a  bold  or  daring  man,  he  -wasy 
from  sheer  abstraction,  when,  engrossed  in  his  employment, 
mote  thoroughly  insensible  to  personal  danger  than  almost 
any  other  individoal  I  ever  knew.     On  one  occasion,  when  an 
overloaded  boat,  in  which  he  was  carrying  stones  from  the 
qoiffry  to  the  neighboring  town,  was  overtaken  by  a  series  of 
rippling  seas,  and  suddenly  sank,  leaving  him  standing  on  one 
of  the  thwarts  submei^ed  to  the  throat,  he  merely  said  to  his 
partner,  on  seeing  his  favorite  snu^muU  go  floating  past, 
*'  Od,  Andro  man,  just  rax  out  your  han'  and  tak  in  my  snnfl^ 
box."    On  another,  when  a  huge  mass  of  the  boulder  clay 
Game  toppling  down  upon  us  in  the  quarry  with  sudi  momen- 
tum, that  it  bent  a  massive  iron  lever  like  a  bow,  and  crushed 
into  minute  fragments  a  strong  wheelbarrow.  Uncle  David, 
who,  older  and  less  active  than  any  of  the  others,  had  been 
entangled  in  the  formidable  debris,  relieved  all  our  minds  by 
remarking,  as  we  rushed  back,  expecting  to  find  him  crushed 
as  flat  as  a  botanical  preparation,  ^  Od,  I  draid,  Andro  man, 
we  have  lost  our  good  barrow."    He  was  at  first  of  opinion 
that  I  would  do  liim  little  credit  as  a  workman  ;  in  my  ab- 
sent fits  I  was  well-nigh  as  impervious  to  instruction  as  he  him" 
self  was  insensible  to  danger ;  and  I  labored  imder  the  further 
disadvantage  of  knowiiig  a  little,  as  an  amateur,  of  both  hew- 
ing and  building,  from  the  drcumstance,  that  when  the  under^ 
tttkings  of  my  sdioolboy  days  involved,  as  they  sometimes  did, 
the  erection  of  a  house,  I  used  always  to  be  selected  as  the 
mason  of  the  party.    And  all  that  I  had  learned  on  these  o<y 
oasions  I  had  now  to  unlearn.    In  the  course  of  a  few  months, 
however,  I  did  unlearn  it  all;  and  then,  acquiring  in  less  than 
a  ^rtnigfat  a  very  considerable  mastery  over  the  mallet, — ^for 
mine  was  one  of  the  not  very  unfrequent  cases  in  which  the 
mechanical  knadc  se^ms,  afl^  many  an  abortive  attempt,  to 
be  caught  up  at  cmee, — ^I  astonished  Uncle  David  <me  mom* 
lag  by  settiDg  mysdf  to  compete  with  him,  and  by  hewii^ 
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neatly  two  feet  of  pavement  for  his  onet  And  on  dys  oeei^ 
sion  mj  aunt^  his  wife,  who  had  been  no  stranger  to  his  pr^ 
vioas  complaints,  was  informed  that  her  "  stupid  nephew"  was 
to  turn  out  ^^  a  grand  workman  after  alL" 

A  life  of  toil  has,  however,  its  peeuliar  temptations*  Wheft 
overwrou^t,  and  in  my  depressed  moods,  I  learned  to  regard 
the  aodent  spirits  of  the  dram-diop  as  high  luxuries ;  they 
gave  lightness  ttid  energy  to  both  body  and  mind,  and  substi* 
tuted  for  a  state  oi  dulness  and  ^oom,  one  of  eihilaml&on 
and  enjoym^t.  Usqnebhae  was  sunply  happiness  doled  out 
by  the  glass,  and  sold  by  the  gilL  The  drinking  usages  of  the 
professi<m  in  which  I  ]ab<»ed  were  at  this  time  many  ;  when 
a.  foundation  was  laid,  the  wvnrkmen  were  treated  to  drink ;: 
they  were  fzeated  to  drink  when  the  walls  were  levelled  for 
laying  the  joists;,  they  were  treated  to  drink  when  the  buildr 
ing  wasfini^ied;  they  were  treated  to  drink  when  an  i^pra^ 
tioe  jcHned  the  squad ;  treated  to  drink  when  his  ^  apron  mm 
washed;"  treated  to  drink  when  his.  ^^  tlma  was  out ;"  and  oe- 
easioaally  t^y  learned  to  treat  one.another  to  drinks  Inlay<» 
ing  down  the  foundalaon-stone  of  one  of  the  hurgev  house*; 
built  this  year  by  Unde  David  and  his  partner^the  wockmea 
had  a  royal  ^'founding^pint,"  and  two  whole  glnsson  of  the 
whiskey  came  to  my  share..  AfulLgrownmanwouldnothaaw 
deemed  n  gill  of  usquebhae  an  overdose,  but  it  was  consider- 
•bly  too  mudli  for  me  ;  and  when  the  pasty  broke  up^  and  I 
got  home  to  my  books,  I  found,  as  I  opened  the  pages  of  a 
fibvorite  author,,  the  letters  dancing  before  my  eyes,  and  that 
I  oould  no  loi^^  master  the  sense.  I  have  the  volume  at  presr 
ent  b^ore  me,r— a  small  edition  of  the  Esaays  of  Baeon,ra 
^ooddeal  womattheoomersby  liie  friction  of  tine  pocket.; 
for  of  BaoonJ  never  tired^  The  oondidon  into  whMh  I  had 
bxou^t  myself  was,  i  felt,  one  of  degradation.,  I  had  sunk^ 
by  my  ofwn  aet^  for  the  time,  to  a  lower  level  of  intelligence 
than  that  <m  which  it  was  my  privikge  to  be  placed;  and 
though  the  state  could  have  been  no  very  fo¥orable  one  for 
teming  a  readatiaa,  I  in  that  hour  determined  that  1  idiould 
D^ver  again  aacnfoie  my  caparitr  for  jw^^Hyytnal  ^¥ipy"!mntto 
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adrinkii^iuage;  and,  wtth  God's  help^  I  was  enabled  to  bold 
hy  the  determinatioD.  Though  never  a  strict  abstainer,  I 
hare  wrought  as  an  operative  mason  for  whole  twelvemoathg 
together,  in  which  I  did  not  consume  half-a^osen  glasses  of 
ardent  spirits,  or  partake  of  half-a-dozen  draughts  of  fenx^ent* 
ed  liquor.  But  I  do  see,  in  looking  bade  on  this  my  first  yeax 
of  labor,  a  dangerous  point,  at  which,  in  the  attempt  to  escape 
ftom  Ibe  sense  of  depression  and  &tigue,  the  craving  appetite 
of  the  confirmed  tippler  might  have  been  formed. 

The  ordinary,  long-wrought  quarries  of  my  native  town  have 
been  opened  in  the  old  coast-line  along  the  southern  shores  o£~ 
the  Cromarty  Frith,  and  they  contain  no  organisms.  The 
beds  oooasionally  disfday  Ibeir  waterrippled  surfaces,  and  oo 
oasionally  their  areas  of  anciMit  desiccation,  in  which  the  poly- 
gonal partings  still  remain  as  when  they  had  cracked  in  the 
drying,  untold  ages  before.  But  the  rock  contains  neither  fish 
mar  shell ;  and  the  mere  mechanical  processes  of  which  it  gave 
evidenoe,  though  they  served  to  raise  strange  questions  inmjr 
nund,  fiuled  to  interest  me  so  deeply  as  the  wonderful  organ* 
isms  ixi  other  creations  would  have  done.  We  soon  quitted 
these  quarries,  however,  as  they  proved  more  than  usually  dif> 
ficult  in  the  working  at  this  time,  for  a  quarry  situated  on  tbe 
northern  shore  of  the  Moray  Erith,  which  had  been  recently 
opened  in  an  inferior  member  of  Ibe  Iiower  Old  Bed  Sand- 
stole,  and  whidb,  as  I  subsequently  ascertained,  does  in  some 
of  its  beds  contain  fossils.  It  was,  however,  not  to  the  quarry 
itself  tiiat  my  first-found  organisms  belonged.  There  lies  m 
the  Frith  beyond,  an  outlier  of  the  Lias,  which,  like  the  Mar^ 
oils'  CSave  one  rofened  to  in  a  preceding  diapter,  strews  the 
beftdk  with  its  firagments  after  every  storm  fi:t>m  the  aaa ;  and 
in  a  nodular  mass  of  blueudi-gray  limestone  derived  fix>m  thia 
subaqueous  bed  I  laid  open  my  first-found  ammcmite.  It  waa 
a  beautiful  i^cimen,  graceful  in  its  curves  as  those  of  tha 
Ionic  volute,  and  gready  more  delicate  in  its  seulptoring ;  sod 
its  bright  cream^colored  tint,  dimly  burnished  by  tbe  pri»» 
matichuesof  the  original  pearl,  contrasted  exquisitely  with  the. 
dvkgicaydUhe  matrix  which  endosed  it  I  broke  open  maai^. 
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a  fldmilar  nodule  during  our  stay  aft  ihb  deiightfid  quany,  and 
there  Tr»e  few  of  them  in  whidi  I  did  not  detect  eome  or- 
gamam  of  the  anci^at  world, — scales  of  fishes,  groapea  of  shellsi 
bits  of  decayed  wood,  and  fragments  of  fern.  At  the  diuner 
hoar  I  used  to  show  my  new-&>und  specimens  to  the  wovk* 
moi ;  hut  though  they  tdways  took  the  trouhle  of  loofciBg  at 
them,  and  wondered  at  times  how  the  shells  and  plants  had 
^got  intathe  stcHie,"  they  seemed  to  regard  themaaaaoftof 
natural  toys^  which  a  mere  lad  might  amuse  hiaasi^  in  look* 
ing  after,  but  wMdi  were  rather  below  the  notice  of  grown-up 
people  like  themselves.  One  workman,  however,  informed 
me,  that  thii^  of  a  kind  I  had  not  yet  found,— -genuine  thott- 
4e(rh<^ts,'-*-whieh  m  his  Other's  times  were  much  sou^t  after 
for  the  cmtrof  bewitched  cattle, — ^were  to  be  found  in  tolevahte 
ahfundance  on  a  reach  of  the  beach  about  two  miles  further  to 
^tB  west;  ai^  as,  on  quitting  the  quarry  for  the  piece  of  work 
on  which  we  were  to  be  next  engaged,  Undo  David  gave  ns 
all  a  half-holiday,  I  made  use  of  it  m  visiting  die  tract  of 
shore  indicated  by  the  workman.  And  there,  leaning  against 
the  granite  gneiss  and  homblend  slate  of  the  Hill  of  Eathie^ 
I  found  a  Liaaio  deposit,  amaaingly  rich  in  its  organiams,-^ 
not  buried  under  the  waves,  as  at  Marcus'  8h<Hre,or  as  opposite 
our  new  quarry,  but  at  one  part  underlying  a  little  grasa-caver* 
ed  pkun,  and /it  another  exposed  for  several  hundred  yards  to* 
gether  along  the  i^re.  Never  yet  did  emlMryo^eok^ist  break 
ground  on  a  mote  promisdng  fi^d ;  and  memorable  in  my  t*» 
ist^ioe  was  this  first  of  the  many  happy  evenings  that  I  have 
spent  in  exploring  it» 

The  Hill  of  Ealhie,  like  the  Cromarty  SutoiB, belongs, aal 
hav«  ahnady  had  occasion  to  mentiim,  to  what  De  Beanmont 
would  term  the  Ben  Nevissystem  <^  hills, — that  latestof  our 
Seottleh  mountun  systems  which,  running  Irom  southwest  to 
nortbeast.  In  the  line  of  the  great  Oaledixaian  vall^,  and  in 
that  of  the  valleys  of  the  Nairn,  Findhom,  and  Bpej,  uptiltad 
in  its  course,  when  it  arose,  the  Oolites  of  Sutherland,  and  the 
lias  of  Qcmuatj  and  Ross.  Hie  deposit  whidi  the  HUl  of 
•SsthLa  distttriMd  is  esBcdufliveiy  a  liaeio  one.    The  uptiBiiei 
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base  of  tiie  fbrmotioii  rests  immedi«tel j  against  the  Hill ;  and 
Mre  may  trace  the  edges  of  the  various  overlaying  beds  for  seve- 
ral hundred  feet  outwards,  until,  apparently  near  the  top  of 
the  deposit,  we  lose  them  in  the  sea.  Ihe  various  beds — all 
save  1he  lowest,  whidi  o(mirists  of  a  blue  adhesive  elay — ftre 
composed  of  b  dark  shale,  consisting  of  easily^eparaUe  laminee, 
thin  asdieets  «f  poAteboftrd ;  tmA  they  are  Gurioasly  divided 
fiK>Ai  ea^  oHier  by  bonds  of  ^MidMferoas  limestone  of  bat  from 
one  to  tfwo  fbe^ thh^.  These  liasio  beds,  withtheir  sepsrotiz^ 
bfl&dii,  itte  a  sovt  of  boarded  books ;  ^  as  a  series  of  volumes 
reeMfizBg  agohist  a  granite  pedestal  iu'^e  ge<dogical  libnoy  of 
ntttm^e,  1  used  to  find  pleasure  in  regarding  them.  The  lime^ 
stMiB  bttftds,  ekborstely  marbled  with  lignite,  iethyolite,  and 
shell,  ibrm  the  s^  boarding ;  the  p«isteboard4ike  lantinn  b^ 
tween, — tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands  in  number  in  «v8n 
the  slimmer  volumes,--^oompose  the  elosely-writt^  leaves.  I 
say  closely  written  ;  for  never  yet  did  eagoB  or  characters  lie 
closer  on  page  or  scroll  than  do  the  otganisms  of  the  Lias  on 
the  suf&oe  of  these  lea^like  lamina  I  can  soM^ee  hope  to 
communicate  to  the  reader,  after  tiie  lapse  of  so  many  years, 
an  adequate  idea  oi  the  feeling  of  wcmder  which  the  marvds  of 
this  deposit  excited  in  my  mind,  wholly  new  as  they  were  to  ma 
at  the  time.  Even  the  iiiry  lore  of  my  first^rmed  library,*^ 
that  of  ibe  birchen  box,-^had  impressed  me  less^  The  general 
tone  of  the  coloring  of  these  written  leaves,  though  dimmed 
by  the  action  of  untold  centuries,  is  still  very  strikii^.  Ihd 
ground  is  invariably  Of  a  deep  natural  gray,  veiling  on  black ; 
while  the  flattened  oi^anisms,  which  present  about  the  same 
d^ree  of  relief  as  one^eesin  the  figures  of  an  embossed  card, 
contrast  wil^  it  iii  tints  that  vary  ifrom  claque  to  silvery  ^vdiite^ 
and  from  pale  yellowtoaniimbryorehestautbrown*  Groupea 
t^  ammonites  appen*  «a  if  drawn  inwUtochallk;  dustcraof  a 
minute  undeiteribed  bivalve  are  still  plated. with  thin  fihns  of 
the  silvery  nacre ;  the  mytilaoe^  usually  bear  a  wavm  tint  of 
yellowish  brown,  and  must  have  been  briUMaatsheUa  in  tibew 
day ;  gryphites  and  oysters  are  always  of  a  dark  gray,  ani 
plagiosliom0»ordlnarily«fablu««horBaatealtlttt^    &amm» 
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fleets  of  minute  terebvatulaB,  that  appear  to  have  been  oovned 

up  bj  some  sudd^i  depoait  from  above,  when  riding  at  dimr 

anobors ;  and  whole  airgosies  of  ammonites,  that  seem  to  have 

been  wrecked  at  <Hioe  by  some  untoward  aoeideDt,  and  seat 

crashed  and  dead  to  the  botUmi.    Assemblages  of  bright  black 

platea,  that  shine  like  pieces  of  Ji^>an  work,  with  numerous  par* 

raUekgcammioal  scales  bristling  with  nail4ike  points,  in^oate 

whore  8<Mne  armed  fish  of  the  <^d  ganoid  order  lay  down  and 

died ;  and  grcM^es  (^beLsmnites,  that  lie  like  heaps  of  boardbg 

pikes  thrown  carelessly  on  a  vesseFs  deck  <m  the  surrender  of 

the  crew,  tell  where  9euU8  of  <»ittle4i8hes  <^  the  ancient  type 

had  ceased  to  trouble  the  waters.    I  need  scarce  add,  that  these 

speaz^ke  belemnites  Ibrmed  the  supposed  thunderbolts  of  the 

deposit.     Lying  athwart  some  of  the  pages  thus  strangely  in> 

scribed,  we  occasionally  find,  like  the  dark  hawthorn  leaf  in 

Bewick's  welkknown  vignette,  slim-shaped  leaves  C(rfored  in 

deep  umber ;  and  brandies  of  extinct  pines,  and  fragments  of 

strangely  &shioned  ferns,  form  their  more  ordinary  gamishkig. 

Page  after  p^e,  for  tens  and  hundreds  of  feet  together,  repeat 

the  same  wonderful  story.     The  great  Alexandrian  library, 

with  its  tomes  of  ancient  literature,  the  accumulation  of  long 

ages,  was  but  a  meagre  collection, — not  less  puny  in  bulk  than 

recent  in  date,—- compared  with  this  marvellous  library  of  Uie 

Scotdi  Lias. 

Who,  after  once  spending  even  a  few  hours  in  such  a  school, 
could  avoid  being  a  geologist?  I  had  formerly  found  much 
pleasare  among  rocks  and  in  caves ;  but  it  was  tiie  wonders  of 
the  Eothie  Lias  that  first  gav^  direction  and  aim  to  my  curl- 
oslty .  -  From  being  a  meie  child,  that  had  sought  amusement 
in  looking  over  the  pietare$  of  the  stony  volume  of  nature,  I 
henceforth  became  a  sober  student,  desirous  of  reading  and 
knowing  it  as  a  book.  The  extreme  beauty,  however,  of  the 
I^a^c  fossils  made  me  pass  over  at  this  time,  as  of  little  in- 
terest, a  discovery  which,  if  duly  followed  up,  would  have  prob- 
ably laa^d  me  in  fbll  in  the  midst  of  the  Old  Bed  Sandstone 
isMiyoliles  fhlly  ten  yean  ere  I  learned  to  know  them.  In 
8 
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Saagwttg  a  tamfonry  liarbor,  at  whMi  ve  boaled  lihe  sti^nfta 
ve  had  b«eii  quanying,  I  stniek  my  pick  into  a  aiaty  Minf- 
stoike  bed,  tbiokly  mottled  m  the  layers  by  carbonaeMfiis  maiiD- 
lugs.  TheyoQiiastedylsaWyOfthinreetiMiiearstemsarleaveSy 
much  broken,  and  in  a  bad  state  of  kee^m^,  that  at  onee  sug-- 
gi^ted  to  me  layers  of  oomminuted  Zotiera  mimfus,  such  as  I 
had  often  se^i  on  the  Gromarty  beach  thrown  iq>  ^m  tiie 
sobwarine  meadows  of  the  IVtth  beyond.  Bnt  then,  wiA 
magnifioent  ammonites  and  beiemnhes,  and  large  w^-mariced 
Ijg^utea,  to  be  had  in  abundanoe  at  Eathie  just  for  the  lajrin^ 
^^  and  the  picking  up,  how  could  I  think  of  giving  myself 
to  ^tiainter  what  seemed  to  be  mere  bn^en  fragments  oiZM- 
tfatat  Within,  however,  a  &w  feet  of  these  oarbonaoeons 
mailings  there  occurred  cme  of  those  platforms  of  violent 
d^ath  lor  which  the  Old  Bed  Sandst(»ie  is  so  remarkable, — a 
jplstform  strewed  over  with  fossil  remains  of  the  first-bom  ga» 
Iboida  of  creation,  many  of  which  still  bore  in  their  contorted 
outlines  evidence  of  si^den  dissolution  and  the  dying  pang. 

During  the  winter  of  this  year, — ^for  wmter  at  length  came, 
and,  my  labors  over,  three  happy  months  were  aU  my  own, 
''-^I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  deep  in  a  wild  Highland 
glen,  the  remains  of  one  of  our  old  Scotch  forests  of  the  na- 
tive pine.  My  cousin  George,  finding  his  pretty  Highland 
cottage  on  the  birch-covered  Tomhan  situated  too&r  finmi  his 
ordinary  scenes  of  employment,  had  removed  to  Cromarty  $ 
and  when  his  work  had  this  year  come  to  a  dose  for  the  sea- 
900,  he  made  use  of  his  first  leisure  in  visiting  bis  ftther-u^ 
law,  an  aged  shepherd  who  resided  in  the  upper  recesses  of 
Strathcarxon.  He  had  invited  me  to  accompany  him ;  and  of 
the  invitation  I  gladly  availed  mysel£  We  struck  across  the 
traot  of  wild  hills  which  intervenes  between  the  Cromar^  and 
Dornoch  Friths^  a  few  miles  to  the  west  <^  the  village  iA  ht^ 
vergordon ;  and,  after  spending  several  hours  in  toiling  across 
dreaiy  moors,  unopened  at  the  time  by  any  public  road,  we 
took  our  noon-day  refreshment  in  an  uninhabited  valley,  among 
broken  cottage-walls,  with  a  few  fteowed  patches  stretching 
out  around  u%  green  amid  the  waste.   One  (^  the  best  swovd^ 
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kad  been  lost  to  Sootkusd  in  oonaaquenoe  of  Uieooiiip»lledaBii* 
^aUoa  ao ocmimonin  the  Highlafids during  tiie last  t<m>  ages; 
and  Oousin  George  came  stroi^ly  out  against  the  laurds.  Tkm 
ohill  winter  ni^t  had  fallen  on  the  dark  hills  aiid  akLer^kitted 
liFer  of  StmthoanoQ,  as,  tummg  from  off  the  noad  that  winds 
ftkng  the  Kyle  oi  Dcanooh,  we  entered  its  bleak  goige;  and 
as  the  8bepl»Brd's  dwelling  lay  high  np  the  vaUey,  wbens  the 
lofty  sides  aj^proaeh  so  nev,  and  rise  so  abnipdy,  that  lor  the 
whole  wmter  quarter  the  snn  never  fidls  on  tbe  streaa  below, 
we  had  still  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  Imdcea  road  bei>re  na. 
The  moon,  in  her  first  quarter,  hung  on  the  edge  of  the  htllSy 
dimly  revealing  their  rough  outline ;  while  in  a  reoess  of  the 
stream,  £bx  beneath,  we  oould  see  the  torch  of  some  adventur- 
ous fisher,  now  gleaming  red  on  rock  and  water,  now  suddenly 
disappearing,  edipsed  by  the  overhanging  brushwood.  It  was 
late  era  we  reached  the  rii»pherd's  cottage,— «  dark-vaftsred, 
dimly<*lighted  erectkxi  of  turf  and  stone.  The  weather  for 
several  weeks  before  had  been  nuny  and  close,  and  the  iocki 
of  the  inmate  had  becfi  thinned  by  the  common  scotir|^  of  ^ 
sheep*&rmer  at  sndi  seasons  on  damp,  boggy  fiums.  The 
beams  were  laden  with  skins  besmeared  wilh  Mood,  that 
dangled  overhead  to  catdi  the  eonservetive  influences  4)f  i^ 
smoke;  and  on  a  rude  plank*table  below,  there  rose  two  latt 
pyramids  of  braxy-mutton,  heaped  up  each  on  a  eom^viddle. 
Ue  ebepherd, — a  Highlander  of  lai^e  proportions,  but  hard, 
and  thin,  and  worn  by  the  esces  and  toils  of  at  least  sixty 
winteray--<sat  moodily  beside  the  fire.  The  state  of  his  flodks 
was  not  cheering;  and,.besides,  he  had  seen  a  viskm  of  late, 
he  said,  that  filled  his  mind  witii  strange  forebodings.  He 
had  gcme  ant  after  nightfiJl  on  the  previous  evening,  to  a  dank 
bellow,  in  whick  many  ef  las  flodc  had  died.  The  rain  had 
ceased  a  few  hours  before,  and  a  smart  fbost  had  aet  in,  that 
filled  the  whole  valley  with  a  wreatii  of  silvery  vi^r,  dimly 
Ii|^tf;ed  by  the  thin  fragment  of  a  moon  that  appeared  as  if 
lestmg  on  thekill^^op.  The  wreath  stretched  out  its  gray  Mds 
beneath  him,— *for  he  had  climbed  batf^wey  iqp  tiie  aeel&Tiisy, 
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— when  (Budd^ly  tbe  figure  of  a  msD,  lonned  as  of  faeatod 
metal, — ^the  figureof  what  seemed  to  be  a  brazen  man  brought 
to  a  red  beat  in  a  Aimace, — sprang  up  out  of  the  darkness^ 
and,  after  stalking  over  the  sur&ce  of  the  fog  for  a  few  brief  sec- 
onds, during  wluch,  however,  it  had  traversed  the  greater  part 
of  the  valley,  it  as  suddenly  disi^peared,  leaving  an  evansoant. 
trail  of  flame  behind  it.  There  could  be  little  doubt  that  the 
<4d  shepherd  had  merely  seen  one  of  those  shooting  lights  that 
IB  mountain  districte  so  frequently  startle  the  night  traveller  ; 
but  the  apparition  now  filled  his  whole  mind,  as  <Mie  voucb> 
safed  firom  the  ^iritual  world,  and  of  strange  and  iri^tful 
portent; — 

**•  A  mateor  of  the  nfgbt  of  distant  yenra, 
That  flashed  unnoticed,  save  by  wrinkled  eld, 
Morfiig  Bt  mldnlgfat  upon  pn^hccies.'' 

» 

I  e^eat  the  greater  part  of  the  following  day  with  ray  cou«ia 
in  the  forest  of  Corrybhalgan,  and  saw  two  laige  herds  of  red 
deer  on  the  hills.  The  forest  was  but  a  shred  of  its  former 
self;  but  the  vooerable  trees  stOl  rose  thiek  and  tall  in  some 
of  the  more  inaccessible  hollows ;  and  it  was  interesting  t» 
maark,  where  they  encroached  furthest  on  the  open  waste,  how 
thoroughly  they  lost  the  ordinary  character  oi  the  Scotch  fir, 
and  how,  sending  out  from  their  e&ort  gnarled  boles  immeofi^ 
branches,  some  two  or  three  foet  over  the  soil,  they  somewhat 
ittsembled,  in  their  squat,  dense  proporticms,  and  rounded  codp 
tours,  gigantic  bee-hive&,  It  was  of  itself  worth  while  under- 
takii^  a  journey  to  the  Highlands,  to  witness  these  last  re* 
mains  of  that  arboreous  condition  of  our  country  to  which  the 
youngest  of  our  geological  formations,  the  Peat  Mosses^  bear 
sudi  significant  witness ;  and  which  still,  largely  existing  as 
the  condition  of  the  northern  countrieis  of  eontmental  Eur(^N^ 
^  remains  to  attest,'^  as  Humbddt  well  remari^s,  ^^  more  thaD 
ev^Q  the  records  of  history,  the  youthfulness  of  our  civiliza* 
tion."  I  revisited  at  this  time,  before  returning  hom»,  the 
Barony  of  Gruids;  but  winter  had  not  improved  it:  its 
humble  features,  divested  of  their  rammer  complexioOy  had  J» 
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trcitned  an  expresmon  of  blank  wretchedness ;  and  kcmdred*  of 
Hs  people,  appalled  at  the  time  by  a  snmm<Mi8  of  ejeetioii 
looked  quite  as  depressed  and  miserable  as  its  so^erj. 

Finilay  and  mj  friend  of  the  Doooot  Cave  irtxe  no  l<N!iger 
'mthin  reach ;  but  dining  this  winter  I  was  milch  in  the  oomr 
pony  <^a  yoang  man  about  fiye  years  my  senior,  who  was  of 
the  true  stuff  of  which  friends  are  made,  and  to  whom  I  became 
much  attadied.  I  had  formed  some  acquaintaaoe  with  him 
about  five  years  before,  on  his  ooming  to  the  place  from  the 
neighboring  pari:^  of  Ni^,  to  be  apprenticed  to  a  house- 
painter,  who  lived  a  few  doors  from  my  mother's.  But  Ihera 
was  at  first  too  great  a  disparity  between  us  £>r  frfendsbip :  h^ 
was  a  tall  lad,  and  I  a  wild  boy ;  and,  though  ooeasioiially  ad- 
mitted into  his  sanctum, — a  damp  little  room  in  at  outhouse 
in  which  he  slept,  and  in  his  leisure  hours  made  water-<x)lor 
drawii^  and  verses, — ^it  was  but  as  an  occasional  visitor,  who, 
having  a  rude  taste  for  literature  and  the  fine  arts,  wsb  just 
worthy  of  being  encouraged  in  this  way.  My  year  of  toil  had, 
however,  wrought  wonders  for  me :  it  had  converted  me  into 
a  sober  young  man ;  and  William  Boss  now  seemed  to  find 
acaroe  less  {Measure  in  my  company  than  I  did  in  his.  Poor 
William !  his  name  must  be  wboUy  un&miliar  to  the  reader ; 
and  yet  he  had  that  in  him  which  ought  to  have  made  it  a 
known  one.  He  was  a  lad  of  genius,— <lrew  truthfully,  had 
a  nice  sense  of  thebeautifiil,  and  possessed  the  true  poetic&o 
u3ty ;  but  he  lacked  health  and  spirits,  and  was  naturally  of 
a  mekncholy  temp«:ament,  and  diffident  of  himself  He  was 
at  this  time  a  thin,  pale  lad,  fiurhaired,  with  a  dear  waxen 
eofmplexk>n,  flat  chest,  and  stocking  figure;  and  though  he 
lasted  consideraUy  longer  t^ian  could  have  been  antidpated 
from  his  appearance,  in  seven  years  after  he  was  in  his  grave. 
He  was  unfortunate  in  his  parents :  his  mother,  though  of  a 
devout  femily  of  the  old  Scottish  type,  was  an  aberrant  sped* 
men; — ^she  had  Mlea  in  early  youth,  and  had  subsequently 
married  an  ignorant,  half^imbecile  laborer,  with  whom  she 
passed  a  lifo  of  poverty  and  unhappiness ;  and  of  this  unpronv* 
faing  mnviage  WilMam  wae  the  ddest  child.    It  was  ee»- 
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tainljnot  ftova  either  parent  he  derived  hisgennnu  His  ; 
temal  grandmother  and  aunt  were,  however,  exeellent  Chris* 
tian  women,  of  superior  inteIHgence,  who  supported  them* 
selves  by  keeping  a  giris'  school  in  the  parish ;  amd  WiUism^ 
who  had  been  brought  at  an  early  age  to  live  with  them,  and 
was  naturally  a  gentle-spirited,  doolie  boy,  had  ike  adrantage, 
in  consequence,  of  having  that  most  important  lesson  ctf  any 
education, — ^the  lesson  of  a  good  example  at  home,— set  weli 
before  him.  His  boyhood  had  been  that  of  the  poet :  he  had 
loved  to  indulge  in  his  day-dreams  in  the  solitude  of  a  deep 
wood  beside  his  grandmother's  cotti^e ;  and  had  learned  to 
write  verses  and  draw  landscapes  in  a  rural  locality  in  whidi 
no  one  had  ever  written  verses  or  drawn  landscapes  before^ 
And  finally,  as,  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  in  those  primitive 
times,  the  nearest  approach  to  an  artist  was  a  house-pauiter^ 
William  was  despatched  to  Cromarty,  when  he  had  grown  tali 
enough  for  the  work,  to  cultivate  his  natural  taste  for  the  fine 
arts,  in  papering  rooms  and  lobbies,  and  in  painting  raOings  and 
wheel-barrows.  There  are,  I  believe,  a  few  instances  on  reo» 
ord  of  house-painters  rising  to  be  artists :  the  history  ®f  ^e 
late  Mr.  William  Bohnar,  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Edinburgliy 
furnishes  one  o£  these ;  but  the  fact  that  the  cases  are  not 
more  numerous  serves,  I  fear,  to  show  how  mudi  ofiener  a 
turn  for  drawing  is  a  merely  imitative,  than  an  or^nal,  selt 
derived  faculty.  Almost  all  the  apprentices  of  our  neighbor 
the  house-painter  had  their  turn  for  drawing,  decided  enough 
to  influence  their  choice  of  a  profession ;  and  what  was  so  re*» 
peatedly  the  case  in  Cromarty  must,  I  should  think,  have  been 
the  case  in  many  similar  places ;  but  of  how  fow  of  these  em- 
bryo limners  have  the  works  appeared  in  even  a  provinoial 
exhibition-room ! 

*  At  the  time  my  intimacy  with  William  became  most  dose, 
both  his  grandmother  and  aunt  were  dead,  and  he  was  strug** 
gling  with  great  difficulty  through  thfe  last  year  of  his  appren- 
ticeship.  As  his  master  supplied  him  with  but  food  and  lod^ 
ing,  his  linen  was  becoming  scant,  and  his  Sabbath  suit  shabby  ; 
dnd  he  was  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  he  Bhoaid  be  nt 
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li^^iKt^  to  wcffk  Ibr  Mmsdf,  wHh  aU  yw  aiudaty  of  the  TOjager 
who  fears  lliat  his  meagre  stock  of  proridons  and  water  may 
wholly  Mi  him  ^e  he  reat^es  port  I  of  course  could  not  as- 
fiost  him.  I  was  an  apprentice,  like  himself  and  had  not  the 
command  of  a  sixpence ;  nor,  had  the  case  been  otherwise, 
would  he  in  all  probability  have  consented  to  accept  of  my 
help ;  but  he  lacked  spirits  as  much  as  money,  and  in  that  par- 
ticular my  society  did  him  good.  We  used  to  beat  over  all 
mazm^  of  subjects  togetber,  especially  poetry  and  the  fine 
aiTts ;  and  though  we  often  differed,  our  differences  served  only 
to  knit  us  the  more.  He,  for  instance,  deemed  the  "  Min- 
strel" of  Beattie  the  most  perfect  of  Engli^  poems ;  but  though 
he  liked  Dryd^'s  '^  Virgil "  well  enough,  he  could  find  no 
poetry  whatever  in  the  '^  Absalom  and  Ahithophel"  of  Dryden  *, 
whereas  1  liked  botii  the  ''Minstrel "  and  the  ''Ahithoj^eV^ 
and,^  in4eed,  could  hardly  say,  unlike  as  they  were  in  com- 
plexion and  character,  which  of  the  two  I  read  oflenest  or  ad- 
mired most.  Again,  among  the  prose  writers,  Addison  was 
Ihs  espedal  favorite,  and  Swift  he  detested ;  whereas  I  liked 
Addison  and  Swift  almost  equally  well,  and  passed  without 
s^ise  of  incongruity,  from  the  Vision  of  Mirza,  or  the  paper 
Oil  Westminster  Abbey,  to  the  true  account  of  the  death  of 
Partridge,  or  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  If,  however,  he  could  wonder 
at  the  latitodinarian  laxity  of  my  taste,  there  was  at  least  one 
e^eeial  department  in  which  I  could  marvel  quite  as  mudi  at 
^  incomprehen»ble  breadth  of  his.  Nature  had  given  me, 
in  despite  of  the  phrenologists,  who  find  music  indicated  by 
two  large  protuberances  on  the  comers  of  mj  forehead,  a  de- 
plosaUy  defective  ear.  My  Uncle  Sandy,  who  was  profoundly 
skilled  In  psalmody,  had  done  his  best  to  make  a  singer  of  me ; 
but  he  was  at  length  content  to  stop  short,  after  a  world  of 
eiSbit^  when  he  had,  as  he  thought,  brought  me  to  distinguish 
St.  George's  from  any  other  p^alm-tune.  On  the  introduction, 
however,  of  a  second  tune  into  the  parish  church  that  repeated 
tiie  line  at  the  end  of  the  stanza,  even  this  poor  fragment  of 
ability  deserted  me ;  and  to  this  day, — ^though  I  rather  like 
tke  stz«iQ8  of  the  bagpipe  in  general,  and  have  no  objection  to 
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whether  thera  be  in  reality  anj  cfuch  thing  as  tuiae^  My 
friend  William  Boss  was,  on  the  eontraiy ,  s  bom  immciuBu 
Wh&k  A  litde  boy,  he  had  oonstracted  for  himself  a  fife  and 
dariottee  of  young  shoots  of  elder,  on  which  he  suooeeded  m 
disoovrsiiig  sweet  rnvsie;  sad,  addressii^  himself  at  luooth^ 
and  lat^  period  to  both*  the  prindtples  and  practbes  of  the 
sdenoe,  he  became  cae  of  the  best  fliite-playeBs  ia  the  dia^ust 
Notwkfastaiidii^  my  dulness  of  ear,  I  do  cheridi  a  plea^i^ 
recoUeetioft  of  tlie  sweet  somids  that  used  to  isaae  from  has 
Iktle  rocxm  in  the  outhouse,  every  milder  evening  as  I  ap» 
proached,  and  of  the  soothed  and  tranquil  state  in  wlucfa  I 
ever  fbund  him  on  these  oocafidons,  as  I  entered.  I  could  iio4 
understand  his  muMo,  but  I  saw  thiU;,  mentally  at  least,  thoi:^h, 
I  frar,  not  i^ysically, — &r  the  respiratory  oi^^ans  were  weak,- 
— «]t  did  him  greet  good. 

There  was,  however,  one  special  province  in  which  our  tastes 
liioroQgiily  harmonized.  We  were  both  of  us,  if  not  alike 
fikvored,  at  least  equally  devoted,  lovers  of  the  wild  and  beau* 
mill  in  nature ;  and  many  a  moonlight  walk  did  we  take  to^- 
geth^  this  winter  among  the  woods  and  rocks  of  the  Hill.  It 
was  once  said  of  Thomson,  by  <me  who  was  himself  not  at  all 
morbidly  poetic  in  his  feelings,  that  ^'  he  could  not  have  viewed 
two  candles  burning  but  with  a  poetical  eye."  It  nught  at 
least  be  said  of  my  friend,  that  he  nev^  saw  a  piece  of  fine  or 
strikii^  scenery  without  being  deeply  moved  by  iL  ^  fiir 
the  mere  candles,  if  placed  on  a  deal-^lresser  or  shop^eounter^ 
they  might  have  fidled  to  touch  him;  but  if  burms^  in  some 
lyke-WBke  beside  the  dead,  or  in  some  vaulted  crypt  or  lonely 
rodc-cave,  he  also  could  not  have  looked  o&er  than  poet* 
ically  on  ih&au  I  have  seen  him  awed  into  deep  wdeHOufyi 
in  our  waftis,  by  the  rising  moon,  as  it  peered  dowa  upon  us 
over  the  bdll,  red  and  broad,  and  dLoad-eocirded,  tiuron^  the 
interstices  6i  some  dump  of  dark  fim ;  and  hove  observed 
htm  become  suddenly  silent,  as,  emerging  from  the  mo(«]li^ 
woods,  we  looked  into  «  ru^^ed  dell,  and  saw  fiur  beneath,  the 
sHm  rippU^  streamlet  gleaming  in  the  lights  like  <»  aavrow 
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slt^pFof  the  swroift  boreaHs  flhot  stiiwairt  adftric  skj,  irfiea  tks 
steep  rough  sides  of  the  ravine,  on  either  hand,  were  enveloped 
in  gloom.  Mj  friend's  oppartunities  of  geoeial  reading  had 
not  been  equal  to  my  own,  bnt  be  was  acquainted  with  at  laaat 
one  c]&9  of  books  of  which  I  knew  soaroe  anything;— >4e  had 
careMly  studied  Hogarth's  "•  Analysis  of  Beauty,"  Frcsnoy's 
"^  Art  of  Painting," ""  Gessner's  Letters,"  the  ''  Leotuiea  of  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,"  and  sereral  other  works  of  a  similar  kind; 
end  in  all  the  questions  of  critioism  that  related  to  external 
form,  l^e  efiects  of  light  and  shade,  and  the  influenoea  of  the 
meteoric  media,  I  found  him  a  high  authority.  He  had  a  fio* 
eye  for  detecting  the  peculiar  features  which  gave  individuality 
and  character  to  a  landscape,— -those  features,  as  he  uaed  to 
say,  which  the  artist  or  poet  should  seize  and  render  promi- 
nent, while,  at  the  same  time,  lest  they  should  be  lost  as  in  a 
mob,  he  softened  down  the  others ;  and,  recognizing  him  as  a 
master  in  this  department  of  characteristic  selection,  I  delight- 
ed to  learn  in  his  school, — ^by  fiur  the  best  of  its  kmd  I  ever 
attended.  I  was  able,  however,  in  put  to  repay  him,  by  ii^ 
troducing  him  to  many  an  interesting  spot  among  the  rocka, 
or  to  retired  deUs  and  hoUows  in  the  woods,  which,  from  his 
sed^itary  habits,  he  would  scarce  ever  have  discovered  for 
himselC  I  taught  him,  too,  to  light  fires  after  nightMI  in  the 
caves,  that  we  might  watch  the  efiects  of  the  strong  lights  and 
de^  shadows  in  scenes  so  wild ;  and  I  still  vividly  remember 
the  delight  he  experienced,  when,  after  kindling  up  in  the  day- 
time  a  strong  blaze  at  the  mouth  of  the  Doocot  Gave,  which 
filled  the  recess  within  with  smoke,  we  forced  our  way  inwards 
through  the  doud,  to  mark  the  appearance  of  the  sea  and  the 
opposite  land  seen  through  a  medium  so  dense,  and  saw,  on 
tummg  round,  the  landscape  strangely  enwrapped  '^  in  the  dun 
hues  of  earthquake  and  eclipse."  We  have  visited,  after  nightr 
&11,  die  glades  of  the  surrounding  woods  together,  to  list^i  to 
the  night  breeze,  as  it  swept  sullenly  along  the  pine-tops ;  and, 
after  striking  a  light  in  the  old  burial  vault  of  a  solitary  church- 
yard, we  have  watched  the  ray  fiilling  on  the  fissured  walls  and 
ropy  damp  and  mould ;  or^  on  setting  on  fire  a  few  withered 
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leaves,  fanive  seen  the  smoke  corlkig  slowly  upwards,  tlsoi^ 
a  sqvuire  opeaiiig  in  the  roo^  into  the  dark  sky.  William^s 
mind  was  not  of  the  sdentific  oast.  He  had,  however,  acquired 
some  knowledge  of  the  mathematics,  and  some  skill  both  in 
architecture  and  in  the  anatomy  of  the  human  skeleton  and 
musoiles ;  while  of  perspective  he  perhaps  knew  well-nigh  as 
much  as  was  known  at  the  time.  I  remember  he  preferred 
the  l^readse  on  this  art^  of  Feiguson  the  astrcAomer  and  me- 
chanieiaa,  to  any  other ;  and  used  to  say  that  the  twenty  years 
spent  by  the  philosopher  as  a  painter  were  fully  redeemed, 
though  they  had  produced  no  good  pietures,  by  hb  little  work 
on  Perspective  alone.  My  Mend  had  ere  this  time  given  up 
the  writiDg  of  verses,  very  much  because  he  had  learned  to 
know  what  verses  ought  to  be,  and  &iled  to  satisfy  himself 
with  his  own ;  and  ere  his  death,  I  saw  him  resign  in  success- 
ion his  flute  and  pencil,  and  yield  up  all  the  hopes  he  had 
once  <^iished  of  being  known*  But  his  weak  health  affiMsted 
his  sfHrits,  and  prostrated  the  energies  of  a  mind  originally 
rather  delicate  than  strong. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


**  Others  apart  aat  on  a  bUl  retired. 
In  thooghts  more  elevate ;  and  reasoned  high 
or  Providence,  foreknowledge,  wiU,  and  &te, 
Fixed  fUe,  flreewiM,  Ibraknowledge  sbaoliita, 
And  found  no  end  in  wanderiog  mazea  lott." 

JUuvoir. 

^KiHO  came  on,  and  brought  -with  it  its  round  of  labor,-^ 
quarrying,  huilding,  and  stone-cutting;  but  labor  had  now 
no  terrors  for  me :  I  wrought  hard  during  the  hours  allotted  to 
toil,  and  was  oont^t ;  and  read,  wrote,  or  walked,  during  the 
hours  that  were  properly  my  own,  and  was  happy.  Early  in 
May,  however,  we  had  finished  aU  the  work  for  which  my 
master  had  previously  contracted ;  and  as  trade  was  usually 
dull  at  the  time,  he  could  procure  no  ftirther  contracts,  and 
the  squad  was  thrown  out  of  employment.  I  rushed  to  the 
woods  and  rocks,  and  got  on  with  my  lessons  in  geology  and 
natoral  science ;  but  my  master,  who  had  no  lessons  to  learn, 
wearied  sadly  of  doing  nothing ;  and  at  length,  very  unwill 
ingly, — ^for  he  had  enacted  the  part  of  the  employer,  though 
on  a  small  scale,  for  a  fiill  quarter  of  a  century, — ^he  set  him- 
self to  procure  work  as  a  journeyman.  He  had  another  ap- 
{MT^itiGe  at  the  time ;  and  he,  availing  himself  of  the  oppor 
tunity  which  the  old  man's  inability  of  employing  him  fur 
nished,  quitted  his  service,  and  commenced  work  on  his  own 
behalf — a  st^  to  wludi,  though  the  position  of  a  journey 
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man's  apprenlace  seemed  raliker  an  anomalous  one,  I  could  n0t 
see  my  way.  And  so,  as  work  turned  up  for  both  master 
and  apprentice  at  a  place  about  twenty  miles  distant  from 
Cromarty,  I  set  out  with  him,  to  make  trial,  for  the  first  tixne, 
of  the  sort  of  life  that  is  spent  in  bothies  and  barracks.  Our 
work  was  to  consist,  I  was  informed,  of  building  and  hewmg 
at  an  extensive  &rm-steading  on  the  banks  of  the  riycr  Conon, 
which  one  of  the  wealthier  proprietors  of  the  district  was  get- 
ting buOt  for  himself,  not  on  contract,  but  by  the  cAd  Toode 
of  employing  operatives  on  days'  wages ;  and  my  master  was 
to  be  permitted  to  rate  as  a  full  journeyman,  though  now 
condderably  in  his  decline  as  a  workman,  on  conditi<Hi  that 
the  services  of  his  apprentice  should  be  rated  so  much  lower 
than  their  actual  value  as  to  render  master  and  man  regarded 
as  one  lot, — ^a  &ir  bargain  to  the  employer,  and  somewhat 
more.  The  arrangement  was  not  quite  a  flattering  one  for 
me ;  but  I  acquiesced  in  it  without  remark,  and  set  out  with 
my  master  for  Conon-side. 

The  evening  sun  was  gleaming  delightfully,  as  we  neared 
the  scene  of  our  labors,  on  the  broad  reaches  of  the  Cohod, 
and  limning  up  the  fine  woods  and  noble  hills  beyond.  It 
would,  I  know,  be  happiness  to  toil  for  some  ten  hours  or  so 
per  day  in  so  sweet  a  district,  and  then  to  find  the  evening 
all  my  own ;  but  on  reaching  the  work,  we  were  told  tiiat  we 
would  require  to  set  out  in  the  morning  for  a  place  about  £bur 
miles  fiirther  to  the  west,  where  there  were  a  few  wodan^i 
engaged  in  building  a  jointure-house  for  the  lady  of  a  Boes^hire 
proprietor  lately  dead,  and  whidi  lay  off  the  river  in  a  Eathor 
unpromising  direction.  And  so,  a  little  after  sunrise,  we  had 
to  take  the  road  with  our  tools  slung  across  our  badcs,  and 
before  six  o'clock  we  reached  the  rising  jointure-house,  and  set 
to  work,  The  country  around  was  somewhat  bare  and  dreary, 
— a  scene  of  bogs  and  moors,  overlooked  by  a  range  of  tame 
heathy  hills ;  but  in  our  immediate  neighboriiood  there  was 
a  picturesque  little  scene, — rather  a  vignette  than  a  picture, 
— *that  in  some  degree  redeemed  the  general  defonmty.  Two 
iaeai-^iiaill»-*^lia  one  amaU  aad  old,  liie  other  lai^ger  and  &^ 
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modem — were  placed  beside  eadi  other,  on  ground  8o  unr 
equal,  that,  seen  in  front,  the  smaller  seemed  perched  on  the 
top  of  the  lai^er ;  a  group  of  tall  graoefiil  larches  rose  imme- 
diately beside  the  lower  building,  and  hung  their  slim  branches 
OTer  the  huge  wheel ;  while  a  few  aged  ash-trees  that  enoirdled 
the  mill-pond,  which,  in  sending  its  waters  down  the  hill,  sup- 
plied both  wheels  in  succession,  sprang  up  immediotelj  beside 
the  upper  erection,  and  shot  their  branches  over  its  rooC  On 
dosing  our  labors  for  the  evening,  we  repaired  to  the  oM 
mansion-house,  about  half  a  mOe  away,  in  whidi  the  dowager 
lady  jR>r  whom  we  wrought  still  continued  to  reside,  and  where 
we  expected  to  be  accommodated,  like  the  other  workmen, 
with  beds  io^  the  night.  We  had  not  been  expected,  how- 
ever, and  there  were  no  beds  provided  for  us ;  but  as  the 
Highland  carpenter  who  had  engaged  to  execute  the  wood- 
work of  the  new  building  had  an  entire  bed  to  himself  we 
were  told  we  might,  if  we  pleased,  lie  three  a-bed  with  him. 
But  though  the  carpenter  was,  I  dare  say,  a  most  respectable 
man,  and  a  thorough  Celt,  I  had  observed  during  the  day 
that  he  was  miserably  afiected  by  a  certiun  skin  disease, 
which,  as  it  was  more  prevalent  in  the  past  of  Highland 
history  than  even  at  this  time,  must  hat^  rendered  his  ance»> 
tOTs  of  old  very  formidable,  even  without  their  broadswcods ; 
and  so  I  determined  on  no  account  to  sleep  with  him.  I  gave 
my  master  fair  warning,  by  telling  him  what  I  had  seen ;  but 
Uncle  David,  always  insensible  to  danger,  conducted  himself 
on  the  occasion  as  in  the  sinking  boat  or  under  the&Uing 
htsBk,  and  so  went  to  bed  with  the  carpenter ;  while  I,  steal* 
ing  out,  got  into  the  upper  story  of  an  outhouse  ;  and,  flings 
ing  myself  down  in  my  dotlies  on  the  £bor,  on  a  heap  of 
straw,  was  soon  iast  asleep.  I  was,  however,  not  much  ae» 
customed  at  the  time  to  so  rough  a  bed ;  every  time  I  turned 
me  in  my  l»r,  the  strong,  stiff  straw  rustled  against  my  fttce ; 
and  about  midnight  I  awoke. 

I  rose  to  a  little  window  which  c^ned  upon  a  dreary  moor, 
and  commanded  a  view,  in  the  distance,  d  a  ruinous  chapel 
and  aolitaiy  faoxying'graund,  finnotts  in  the  tr«diM(»s  of  the 
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Johnson  relates,  in  bis  '^  Joarney,"  that  when  eating,  on  one 
oooasion,  his  dinner  in  Skye  to  the  miudc  of  the  bagpipe,  he 
iras  mformed  bj  a  gentleman,  ^^  that  in  some  remote  time,  the 
Maodonalds  of  Glengarry  having  been  injured  or  o^nded  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Culloden,  and  resolying  to  haTe  justiee,  or 
vengeance,  they  came  to  Culloden  on  a  Sunday,  whan,  finding 
their  enemies  at  worship,  they  shut  them  up  in  the  <dnndi, 
whidi  they  set  on  fire ;  and  this,  said  he^  is  the  tune  that  the 
piper  played  while  they  were  burning."  Culloden,  however, 
was  not  ^  scene  of  the  atrooity ;  it  was  the  Maekenzies  of 
Ord  that  their  fellow4}hristians  and  brother<]3iurehmen,  the 
Maodonalds  of  Gloigary  sueceeded  in  oonverting  into  ani- 
mal eharooal,  when  the  poor  people  were  engaged,  like  good 
Catholics,  in  attending  mass ;  and  in  this  old  chapel  of  Gillie- 
^vist  was  the  experiment  performed.  The  Macdonalds,  after 
setting  fire  to  the  building,  held  fast  the  doors  until  the  last  of 
the  Maekenades  of  Ord  had  perilled  in  the  flames ;  and  then, 
pursued  by  the  Maokenzies  of  Brahan,  they  fled  into  their  ow& 
eountry,  to  glory  every  after  in  the  greatness  of  the  feat  The 
evening  was  calm  and  sdll,  but  dark  for  the  season,  fi)r  it  was 
BOW  near  mid-summer ;  and  every  object  had  disappeared  in 
the  gloom,  save  the  outlines  of  a  ridge  of  low  hills  that  rose 
beyond  the  moor  ;  but  I  could  determine  where  the  chapel 
end  chnrchyard  lay ;  and  great  was  my  astcmishment  to  see 
a  li^t  flidEcring  amid  the  grave-stones  and  the  ruins.  At  one 
time  seen,  at  another  hid,  like  the  revolving  lantern  of  a  ligfa^ 
house,  it  seemed  to  be  passing  round  and  round  the  bnilding ; 
and,  as  I  listened,  I  could  hear  distinctly  what  appeared  to  be 
a  continuous  screaming  of  most  unearthly  sound,  prooeoding 
irom  evidently  the  same  spot  as  the  twinkle  of  t^  light. 
What  oould  be  the  meaning  c£  such  an  apparition,  with  sudi 
aeoompaniments,— ^e  time  <^  its  appearance  midnight,  tte 
l^aoe  a  solitary  burying^ound  1  I  was  in  ibe  Highlands  ; 
was  there  tru^  a;^  all,  in  the  many  floating  Highland  stories 
of  spectral  dead-li^ts  and  wild  supernatural  sounds,  seen  and 
heard  by  nights  in  lonely  places  of  sepulture,  when  some  and- 


OB)  TBS  STOHV  Ot  H7  BD0OASIOIf.  189 

d»i  d^tiiiraBiraar^  Ididftolmj'bloodniiiflaiiiewliatcoldy 
-^for  I  had  not  jet  passed  the  crednlous  time  of  life,--«Bd  had 
some  thoughts  of  stealing  down  to  my  master's  bed-side,  to 
be  within  readi  oi  the  human  voice ;  when  I  saw  the  light 
quitting  the  churchyard  and  coming  downward  across  the 
moor  in  a  strai^t  line,  though  tossed  about  in  the  dead  oalm, 
in  many  a  wave  and  flouri^  ;  and  further,  I  eould  aseerlain, 
^bat  what  I  had  deemed  a  persbtent  screaming  was  in  reality 
a  a»tinuous  singing,  carried  on  at  the  pitch  of  a  powerfol 
&eugh  somewhat  cra<^ed  voice,  ki  a  moment  after,  one  of 
tile  servant  girls  of  the  mansion-house  came  rushiiig  out  haJf- 
dressed  to  the  door  of  an  outer  building  in  which  the  work- 
men and  a  &rm-servant  lay,  and  summoned  them  immediate* 
ly  to  rise.  Mad  Bell  had  again  broke  out,  she  sdd,  and  would 
8^  &em  on  fire  a  second  time. 

The  m»i  rose,  and,  as  they  af^>eared  at  the  door,  I  joined 
tiiem  ;  but  on  striking  out  a  £&w  yards  into  the  moor,  we 
foimd  the  maniac  already  in  the  custody  of  two  m^  who  had 
seized  and  were  dragging  her  towards  h^  cottage,  a  miserable 
hovel,  about  half  a  mile  away.  She  never  once  spoke  to  us, 
but  continued  singing,  thongh  in  a  lower  and  more  subdued 
t(»ie  of  voice  than  before,  a  Gaelio  soi^.  We  readied  her 
hat,  and,  making  use  of  her  own  light,  we  entered.  A  chain 
of  ccmsiderable  l^igth,  attadied  by  a  stopple  to  one  of  the 
Highland  eotq^lea  of  the  section,  showed  that  her  neighboare 
had  been  comp^ed  on  former  occasions  to  abridge  her  liberty ; 
and  one  of  the  men,  in  now  making  use  of  it,  so  wound  it 
romd  her  person  as  to  bind  her  down,  instead  of  giving  her 
thesci^of  the  apartm^it,  to  the  damp  uneven  floor.  A  very 
damp  and  wieven  floor  it  was.  There  wea«  crevioea  in  the 
roof  above,  whidi  gave  free  access  to  the  dements ;  and  the 
tnrf  walls,  perilously  bulged  by  liie  leakage  in  several  places, 
were  green  wil^  mould.  One  of  the  mascms  and  I  simulta> 
neousiy  interfered,  it  would  never  do,  we  said,  to  pin  down 
a  human  creature  in  that  way,  to  the  damp  eartii.  Why  nei 
give  her  what  the  length  d  the  chain  permfitted,*-*-the  full 
rai^>0f  thero(mi?  If  we  did  that,  replied  the  man,  she  weuld 
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he  sare  to  set  h^self  free  b^ore  momng,  and  we  would  josfc 
haye  to  rise  and  bind  her  again.  But  we  resolved,  we  rejoined, 
whatever  might  happen,  that  she  should  not  be  tied  down  in 
that  way  to  the  filUiy  floor ;  and  ultimately  we  succeeded  in 
carrying  our  point.  The  song  ceased  for  a  moment ;  the 
maniac  turned  round,  presenting  full  to  the  light  the  strongly* 
Biarked,  energetic  features  of  a  woman  of  about  fifty-five ;  and, 
surveying  us  with  a  keen  scrutinizing  glance,  altogether  un- 
like that  of  the  idiot,  she  emphatically  repeated  the  sacred 
toxt,  ^'  Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." 
She  then  began  singing,  in  a  low,  mournful  tone,  an  old  Scotch 
ballad ;  and,  as  we  left  the  cottage,  we  could  hear  her  voice 
gradually  heightening  as  we  retired,  until  it  had  at  length  at- 
tained to  its  former  piteh  and  wildness  of  tone. 

Before  daybreak  the  maniac  succeeded  in  setting  herself 
free ;  but  the  paroxysm  of  the  fit  had  meanwhile  passed  over  ; 
and  when  she  visited  me  next  morning  at  the  place  where  I 
was  hewing, — a  little  apart  from  the  other  workmen,  who  were 
all  engaged  in  building  on  the  walls, — save  for  the  strongly- 
marked  features  I  would  scarcely  have  recognized  her.  She 
was  neatiy  dressed,  though  her  gown  was  neither  fine  nor  new ; 
her  clean  white  cap  was  nicely  arranged  ;  and  her  air  seemed 
rather  that  of  the  respectable  tradesman's  wife  or  daughter, 
than  of  the  ordinary  country  woman.  For  some  little  time  she 
stood  beside  me  without  speaking,  and  then  somewhat  abrupt- 
ly asked, — ^"  What  makes  you  work  as  a  mason  1"  I  made 
some  commonplace  reply ;  but  it  &,iled  to  satisfy  her.  ^  All 
your  fellows  are  real  masons,"  she  said ;  "  but  you  are  merely 
in  the  disguise  of  a  mason ;  and  I  have  come  to  consult  you 
about  the  deep  matters  of  the  soul."  The  matters  she  had 
eome  to  inquire  regarding  were  really  v^ry  deep  indeed ;  she 
had,  I  found,  carefully  read  Flavel's  "  Treaties  on  the  Soul  of 
Man," — ^a  volume  which,  fortunatdy  for  my  credit,  I  also  had 
perused ;  and  we  were  soon  deep  together  in  the  rather  bad 
aieta{^ysics  promulgated  on  the  subject  by  the  Schoolmen, 
and  republished  by  the  divine.  It  seemed  dear,  she  said,  that 
every  human  soul  was  fsreirfied,— not  transmitted,— created, 


OE,  THB  STOBY  OF  HY  EDUCATIOlf.  171 

mayhap,  at  the  time  whra  it  b^ati  to  he ;  hut  if  ao,  how,  or 
on  what  principle,  did  it  come  under  the  inflaence  of  the  Fall  f 
1  merely  remarked,  in  reply,  that  she  was  of  eourse  acquaint- 
ed with  the  views  of  tJie  old  theologians, — ateh  aa  Flavel,-^ 
men  who  really  knew  as  much  ahout  such  things  as  could  he 
known,  and  perhaps  a  little  more  ;  was  e^e  not  satisfied  with 
them  ?  Not  dissatisfied,  she  said ;  hut  she  wanted  more  light. 
Could  a  soul  not  derived  fk)m  our  first  parents  he  rendered 
vile  simply  by  being  put  into  a  body  derived  firom  them  1  One 
of  the  passages  in  Flavel,  on  this  special  point,  had  luckily 
struck  me,  from  its  odd  obscurity  of  expression,  and  I  was  able 
to  quote  it  in  nearly  the  original  words.  You  know,  I  remark- 
ed, that  a  great  authority  on  the  question  ^  declined  confident* 
ly  to  afiirm  that  the  moral  infection  came  by  way  of  physical 
agency,  as  a  rusty  scabbard  infects  and  defiles  a  bright  sword 
when  sheathed  therem  ;  it  might  be,"  he  thought,  "by  way 
of  natural  concomitancy,  as  Estius  will  have  it ;  or,  to  speak  as 
Dr.  Reynolds  doth,  by  way  of  ineffable  resultancy  and  emana- 
tion." As  this  was  perfectly  unintelligible,  it  seemed  to  sat- 
isfy iny  new  friend.  I  added,  however,  that,  like  herself,  I 
was  waiting  for  more  light  on  the  difficulty,  and  might  set  my- 
self to  it  in  right  earnest,  when  I  found  it  fully  demonstrated 
that  the  Creator  could  not,  or  did  not  make  man  equally  the 
descendant  in  soul  as  in  body  of  the  original  prc^enitors  of  tike 
race.  I  believed,  with  the  great  Mr.  Locke,  that  he  could  do 
it ;  nor  was  I  aware  he  had  anywhere  said  that  what  he  could 
do  in  the  matter  he  had  not  done.  Such  was  the  first  of 
many  strange  conversations  with  the  maniac,  who,  with  all 
her  sad  brokenness  of  mind,  was  one  of  the  most  intellectual 
women  I  ever  knew.  Humble  as  were  the  circumstances  in 
which  I  found  her,  her  brother,  who  was  at  this  time  abowt 
two  years  dead,  had  been  one  of  the  best-known  ministers  of 
the  Scottish  Church  in  the  Northern  Highlands.  To  quote  from 
an  affectionate  notice  by  the  editor  of  a  little  volume  of  his 
sermons,  published  a  few  years  ago, — ^the  Rev.  Mr.  Mackenzie 
of  North  Leith, — ^he  "  was  a  profound  divine,  an  eloquent 
preacher,  a  deeply-experienced  Christian,  and,  witha},  a  classi* 
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ctd  sdbcQar,  a  popular  poet,  a  man  of  onginal  gemns^and  erai- 
nentlj  a  man  of  prayer."  And  his  poor  sister  Isabel,  tbough 
grieviouslj  yesed  at  times  by  a  dire  insanity,  seemed  tohaya 
received  from  nature  powers  mayhap  not  inferior  to  his. 

We  were  not  always  migaged  with  the  old  divines ;  Isabel's 
teoaoious  memory  was  stored  with  the  traditions  of  the  dis- 
triot ;  and  many  an  aneedote  could  she  tell  of  old  ehieftains, 
foigotten  on  the  lands  which  had  <moQ  been  their  own,  and  of 
Highland  poets,  whose  songs  had  been  sung  for  the  last  time. 
The  story  of  the  "•  Baid  of  Gillie-christ"  has  been  repeatedly 
in  print  since  I  first  heard  it  from  her  ;  it  forms  the  basis  of 
the  late  Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder's  powerful  tale  of  "  Allen 
with  the  Eed  Jacket ;"  and  I  have  seen  it  in  its  more  ordinary 
traditionary  dress,  in  the  columns  of  the  Inveme89  Cowrier, 
But  at  this  time  it  was  new  to  me ;  and  on  no  occasion  could 
it  have  lost  less  by  the  narrator.  She  was  herself  a  Macken- 
zie ;  and  her  eyes  flashed  a  wild  fire  when  she  spoke  of  the 
barbarous  and  brutal  Macdonalds,  and  of  the  measured  march 
and  un&ltering  notes  of  their  piper  outside  the  burning  cha- 
pel, when  h^  perishing  ancestors  were  shrieking  in  their  agony 
within.  She  was  acquainted  also  with  the  resembling  story  of 
liiat  Cave  of  Eigg,  in  which  a  body  of  the  Macdonalds  them- 
sdves,  consisting  of  men,  women,  and  children, — ^the  entire 
population  of  the  island, — had  been  suffocated  wholesale  by 
the  Macleods  of  Skye ;  and  I  have  heard  from  her  more  good 
sense  on  the  subject  of  the  Highland  character,  ^^  ere  the  gos 
pel  changed  it,"  as  illustrated  by  these  passages  in  their  hi? 
tory,  than  from  some  Highlanders  sane  enough  on  other  mat 
ters,  but  carried  away  by  a  too  indiscriminating  respe<^  lor  thu** 
wild  courage  and  halt-instinctive  fidelity  of  the  old  raoe.  The 
ancient  Highlanders  were  bold,  feithM  dogs,  she  has  said^ 
ready  to  die  for  their  masters,  and  prepared  to  do,  at  their  bid- 
ding, like  other  dogs,  the  most  cruel  and  wicked  actons  ;  and 
as  dogs  oflen  were  they  treated ;  nay,  even  still,  afiberretigion 
had  made  them  men  (as  if  condemned  to  suffer  for  the  sins  of 
their  parents),  they  were  frequently  treated  as  dogs.  Tlie 
pious  martyrs  of  the  south  had  contended  in  God's  beiulf ; 
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wbereas  the  poor  H^hlanders  of  the  north  had  oontended  but 
in  behalf  c^  their  ohie& ;  and  so,  while  God  had  been  kind  to 
the  desoendants  of  Sis  aenrants,  the  ohiefff  had  been  very  un- 
kind to  the  descendants  of  theirs.  From  excellent  sense,  how- 
erer,  in  these  our  conversations,  my  new  companion  used 
often  to  wander  into  deplorable  insanity.  Her  midnight 
yiaits  to  the  old  chapel  of  Gillie-christ  were  made,  she  said, 
in  order  that  she  might  consult  her  &ther  in  her  difficulties ; 
and  the  good  man,  though  often  silent  for  nights  together, 
rarely  fiuled  to  soothe  and  counsel  her  from  the  depths  of 
his  quiet  grave,  on  every  occasion  when  her  unhappine^s  be- 
<3«me  extreme.  It  was  acting  on  his  advice,  however,  that  she 
had  set  fire  to  a  door  that  had  for  a  time  excluded  her  from 
the  bnrying^round,  and  burnt  it  down.  She  had  been  mar- 
ried in  early  life ;  and  I  have  rarely  heard  anything  wilder  or 
more  ingenious  than  the  account  she  gave  of  a  quarrel  with 
her  husband,  that  terminated  in  their  separation. 

After  living  happily  with  him  for  several  years,  she  all  at 
onoe,  she  said,  became  most  miserable,  and  every  thmg  in  their 
household  w^t  on  ilL  But  though  her  husband  seemed  to 
have  no  true  conception  of  the  cause  of  their  new-bom  misery, 
she  had«  He  used,  from  motives  of  economy,  to  keep  a  pig, 
which,  when  converted  into  bacon,  was  always  useful  in  the 
fiimily  ;  and  an  occasional  ham  of  the  animal  now  and  then 
found  its  way  to  her  brother^s  manse,  as  a  sort  of  friendly  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  mauy  good  things  received  from  him. 
One  wretched  pig,  however, — a  little  black  thing,  only  a  few 
weeks  dd, — ^whidi  her  husband  had  purchased  at  a  fair,  was, 
ahe  soon  discovered,  possessed  by  an  evil  spu-it,  that  had  a 
strange  power  of  quitting  the  animal  to  do  mischief  in  her 
dwelling,  and  an  ability  of  not  only  rendering  her  extremely 
unhappy,  but  at  times  ev^n  of  getting  into  her  husband.  The 
husband  himself  poor  blinded  man !  could  see  nothing  of  all 
this  ;  nor  would  he  believe  her,  who  could  and  did  see  it ;  nor 
yet  could  she  convince  him  that  it  was  decidedly  his  duty  to 
get  rid  of  th^  pig.  She  was  not  satisfied  that  she  herself  had 
a  dear  right  to  kill  the  creature :  it  was  undoubtedly  her  hus- 
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band^s  property,  not  hers ;  "but  oould  sbe  only  saceeed  bi 
pladng  it  in  circumstances  in  which  it  might  be  free  eiliier  to 
kill  itself  or  not,  and  were  it,  in  these  circumstances,  to  de- 
stroy itself,  she  was  sure  all  the  better  divines  would  acquit 
her  of  aught  approaching  to  moral  guilt  in  the  transaction  ; 
and  the  relieved  household  would  be  free  from  both  the  evil 
spirit  and  the  little  pig.     The  mill-pond  was  situated  imtne- 
^tely  beside  her  dwelling ;  its  steep  sides,  which  were  walled 
with  stone,  were  unscaleable  by  at  least  little  pigs ;  and  amon^ 
the  aged  ashes  which  sprung  up  immediately  at  its  edge,  there 
was  one  that  shot  out  a  huge  bough,  like  a  bent  arm,  directly 
over  it,  far  beyond  the  stonework,  so  that  the  boys  of  the  neigh, 
borhood  used  to  take  their  seat  on  it,  and  fish  for  little  trout 
that  sometimes  found  their  way  into  the  pond.     On  the  pro- 
jecting branch  one  day,  when  her  husband's  back  was  turned, 
and  there  was  no  one  to  see  or  interfere,  she  placed  the  pig. 
It  stood  for  awhile :  there  was  no  doubt,  therefore,  it  couUi 
stand ;  but,  unwilling  to  stand  any  longer,  it  sprawled, — slip- 
ped,— ^fell,— dropped  into  the  water,  in  short, — and  ultimate- 
ly, as  it  could  not  make  its  way  up  the  bank,  was  drowned. 
And  rtius  ended  the  pig.     It  would  seem,  however,  as  if  the 
evil  spirit  had  got  into  her  husband  instead, — so  extreme  was 
his  indignation  at  the  transaction.   He  would  accept  of  neither 
apology  nor  explanation  ;  and  unable,  of  course,  to  live  any 
longer  under  the  same  roof  with  a  man  so  unreasonable,  she 
took  the  opportunity,  when  he  was  quitting  that  part  of  the 
country  for  employment  at  a  distance,  to  remain  behind  in 
her  old  cottage, — the  same  in  which  she  at  that  time  resided. 
Such  was  the  maniac's  account  of  her  quarrel  with  her  hus- 
band; and,  when  listening  to  men  chopping  little  familiar 
logic  on  one  of  the  profoundest  mysteries  of  Revelation, — ^a 
mystery  which,  once  received  as  an  article  of  feith,  serves  to 
unlock  many  a  difficulty,  but  which  is  itself  wholly  irreducible 
by  the  human  intellect, — ^I  have  been  sometimes  involuntarily 
led  to  think  of  her  ingenious  but  not  very  sound  argumenta- 
tion on  the  fall  of  the  pig.     It  is  dangerous  to^ittempt  ex- 
plaining, in  the  theological  province,  what  in  reality  cannot  be 
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eiplamed.  Some  weak  abor1i<m  of  the  human  reaaoa  is  al- 
ways substituted,  in  the  attempt,  for  some  profound  mystery 
in  the  moral  government  of  God ;  and  men  ill  grounded  in 
the  faith  are  led  to  confound  the  palpable  abortion  with  the 
inscrutable  mystery,  and  are  injured  in  consequence. 

I  succeeded  in  getting  a  bed  in  the  mansion-house,  without, 
like  Marsyas  of  old,  perilling  my  skin ;  and  though  there  was 
but  little  of  interest  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and  not 
much  to  be  enjoyed  within  doors, — ^for  I  could  procure  neither 
books  nor  congenial  companionship, — ^with  the  assistance  of 
my  pencil  and  sketcb-book  I  got  over  my  leisure  hours  toler- 
ably well.  My  new  friend  Isabel  would  have  given  me  as 
much  of  her  conversation  as  I  liked;  for  there  was  many  a 
point  on  which  she  had  to  consult  me,  and  many  a  mystery  to 
state,  and  secret  to  communicate ;  but,  though  always  interest* 
ed  in  her  company,  I  was  also  always  pained,  and  invariably 
quitted  her,  after  each  lengthened  tite-a-tite^  in  a  state  of  low 
spirits,  which  I  found  it  difficult  to  shake  o£  There  seems  to 
be  something  peculiarly  unwholesome  in  the  society  of  a  strongs 
minded  maniac ;  and  so  I  contrived  as  much  as  possible— not 
a  little,  at  times,  to  her  mortification — ^to  avoid  her.  For 
hours  together,  however,  I  have  seen  her  perfectly  sane ;  and 
on  these  occasions  she  used  to  speak  much  about  her  brother, 
for  whom  she  entertained  a  high  veneration,  and  gave  me  many 
anecdotes  regarding  him,  not  uninteresting  in  themselves,  whicli 
she  told  remarkably  well.  Some  of  these  my  memory  still  re> 
tains.  "  There  were  two  classes  of  men,"  she  has  said,  ^*  for 
whom  he  had  a  special  regard, — Christian  men  of  consistent 
character ;  and  men  who,  though  they  made  no  profession  of 
religion,  were  honest  in  their  dealings,  and  of  kindly  disposi 
tions.  And  with  people  of  this  latter  kind  he  used  to  have  a 
great  deal  of  kindly  intercourse,  cheerfU  enough  at  times,— 
for  he  could  both  make  a  joke  and  take  one, — ^but  which  usu 
ally  did  his  friends  good  in  the  end.  So  long  as  my  &tber 
and  mother  lived,  he  used  to  travel  across  the  country  once 
every  year  to  pay  them  a  visit ;  and  he  was  accompanied,  on 
qne  of  these  journeys,  by  one  of  this  less  religious  class  of  his 


178        sr  80KXIIB  Asi>  BCBDOzauanBBS; 


,  who  hady  bowerer,  a  great  regard  for  liini,  and 
-wbom  he  liked,  m  turn,  for  his  blunt  bonesty  and  obliging  die- 
poaitioin.  Tbe j  had  baited  for  some  time  at  a  home  in  the 
outer  skirts  ci  my  brother's  parish,  where  there  was  a  chUd 
to  baptize,  a&d  ^^ere,  I  fear,  Donald  must  have  got  an  extra 
dram ;  for  he  was  y&tj  aigumentatiTe  all  the  ev^iing  after ; 
and  finding  he  conld  not  agree  with  my  brother  on  any  one 
•abjeot,  he  sofiered  him  to  shoot  a4iead  for  a  few  hundred 
yards,  asd  did  not  again  eome  up  with  him,  until,  in  passing 
llvoiigh  a  thick  dump  of  natural  wood,  he  found  him  standing, 
kiet  in  tiwi^ht,  before  a  singularly-shaped  tree.  Donald  had 
Bsver  seen  such  a  strange  looking  tree  in  aU  his  days  beibra 
Hie  lower  part  of  it  was  twisted  in  and  out,  and  backwards 
and  towards,  like  an  ill-made  cork-screw ;  winle  the  high^ 
dwt  straagfat  upwards,  direct  as  a  line,  and  its  taper  top  seem. 
ad  Hke  a  finger  pointing  at  the  sky.  ^  Come,  tell  me,  Donald,' 
aaid  my  brother, '  what  you  think  this  tree  is  like  V  '  Indeed 
I  kemia^  Mr.  Lachlan,'  replied  Donald ;  ^  but  if  you  let  me 
tak'  that  staraight  bit  aff  the  tap  o't,  it  will  be  gey  an'  Iflce  the 
worm o'  a  whi^y  still.'  ^But  I  cannot  want  the  straight  bit,' 
mid  my  brother ;  ^  the  very  pith  and  point  of  my  compariaoa 
fiea  in  the  straight  bit.  One  of  the  old  Mttsm  would  perhaps 
haye  said,  Donald,  lliat  the  tree  resembled  the  course  of  the 
QurtstiaB.  His  early  progress  has  turns  and  twists  in  it,  just 
like  the  lower  part  of  that  tree ;  one  temptation  draws  him  to 
theleft^-^anotherto  the  right:  his  upward  course  is  a  crooked 
one ;  hvA  it  is  an  upward  course  for  all  that ;  for  he  has,  like 
tke  tree,  the  principle  of  sky-directed  growth  within  him :  the 
disturbing  influences  weaken  as  grace  strengthens  and  appetite 
and  passion  decay ;  and  so  the  early  part  of  his  career  is  noi 
more  like  the  warped  and  twisted  trunk  of  that  tree,  than  his 
latter  years  resemble  its  taper  top.  He  shoots  off  heavenward 
in  a  strai^t  line.' "  Such  is  a  specimen  of  the  anecdotes  of 
this  poor  woman.  I  saw  her  once  afterwards,  though  for  only 
a  short  time;  when  she  told  me  that,  though  people  could  not 
mderstand  ««,  there  was  meaning  in  both  her  thoughts  and 
kxnine;  and  some  years  subsequently,  when  I  was  engaged 
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•BajcNBiieymaiimaaoii  la  the soutli of  Soodand, ite mdktd 
twenty  miles  to  pay  my  moth^  a  viat,  and  staid  with  her  for 
several  days.  Her  death  was  a  melanoholy  one.  When 
finding  the  river  Ck>n<»i  in  one  of  her  wilder  moods,  she  was 
swept  away  by  the  stream  and  drowned,  and  her  hody  eaa( 
upon  the  bank  a  day  or  two  after. 

Our  work  finished  at  this  place,  my  master  and  I  retamsd 
to  Conon-side  on  a  Saturday  evening,  where  we  found  twenty* 
four  workmen  crowded  in  a  rustic  ooni4iin,  open  from  gahle 
to  gable,  and  not  above  thirty  feet  in  lengtik  A  row  of  rvde 
beds,  formed  of  undressed  slaba,  ran  along  the  sidee ;  and 
against  one  of  the  gables  there  bhiced  a  line  of  fores,  witli  what 
are  known  as  masons'  setting^rons  stuck  into  the  stone-wotk 
bdnnd,  for  suspending  over  them  the  pots  used  ineookhig  the 
food  of  the  squad.  Hie  scene,  as  we  entered,  was  one  of  wild 
confusion.  A  few  of  the  soberer  workmen  were  engaged  in 
^^  baking  and  firing"  oaten  cakes,  and  a  fow  more  occupied, 
with  equal  sobriety,  in  cooking  their  evening  porridge ;  but  in 
front  of  the  building  there  was  a  wild  party  of  apprentices,  who 
were  riotously  endeavoring  to  prevent  a  Highland  shepherd 
from  driving  his  flock  past  them,  by  shaking  their  aprons  al 
the  affrighted  animals ;  and  a  party  equally  bent  en  aimiae 
ment  inside  were  joining  with  burlesque  vehemence  in  a  song 
which  one  of  the  men,  justly  proud  of  his  musical  taleata,  had 
just  struck  up.  Suddenly  the  song  ceased,  and  witii  wfld  iqi* 
roar  a  bevy  of  some  ei^t  or  ten  workmen  burst  ovt  into  the 
green  in  full  pursuit  of  a  squat  little  foUow,  idio  had,  dwf 
said,  insulted  the  singer.  The  cry  rose  wiM  and  high,  **  A 
ramming !  a  ramming !"  The  Mttie  follow  was  sdaed  and 
thrown  down ;  and  five  men— one  holding  his  head,  and  one 
stationed  at  each  arm  and  leg — ^proceeded  to  execute  on  h&i 
body  the  stem  behests  of  barrack-law.  He  was  poised  like  an 
ancient  battering-ram,  and  driven  endlong  against  the  wall  of 
the  kiln, — that  important  part  of  his  person  66ming  in  videnl 
contact  with  the  masonry,  ^*  where,"  according  to  Butler,  ^  a 
kidL  hurts  honor"  very  rnudu  Afrer  the  third  blow,  how^ 
ever,  he  was  released,  and  the  interrupted  song  went  on  as 
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b^iB.  Iwasastonitdied,aiid«ofi&ewbAt^S8m«yed,by'1lii8qp^ 
cimen  of  bftmek-life ;  but,  getting  quietly  inside  the  bmlding, 
I  soeoeeded  in  cooking  for  my  nncle  and  myself  some  pomd^ 
ovw«one  of  tbe  unooeupied  fires,  and  then  stole  off,  as  early 
as  I  ooold,  to  my  lair  in  a  solitary  hay-loft, — ^for  there  was  no 
room  £>r  us  in  ^e  barrack ;  where,  by  the  judicious  use  of  a 
little  sulphur  and  mercury,  I  succeeded  in  freeing  my  master 
ih»n  the  eifeets  of  the  strange  bed-fellowship  which  our  re- 
cettt  noiseiry  had  made,  and  of  preserving  myself  from  infec- 
tioii*  The  fii^owing  Sabbath  was  a  day  of  quiet  rest ;  and  I 
commenced  the  labors  of  the  week,  disposed  to  think  that  my 
lot^  tlKNigh  rather  a  rough  one,  was  not  altogether  unendura- 
ble ;  and  that,  even  were  it  worse  than  it  was,  it  would  be  at 
once  wise  and  manly,  seeing  that  winter  would  certainly  come, 
eheerfttlly  to  acquiesce  in  and  bear  up  under  it. 

I  had,  in  truth,  entejred  a  school  altogether  new, — at  times, 
as  I  have  just  shown,  a  singularly  noisy  and  uproarious  one, 
for  it  was  a  school  without  master  or  monitor ;  but  its  occa- 
siooal  lessons  were,  notwithstanding,  eminently  worthy  of  be- 
ing scanned.  All  know  that  there  exists  such  a  thing  as  pro- 
fessioBal  character.  On  some  men,  indeed,  nature  imprints  so 
stafongly  the  stamp  of  individuality,  that  the  feebler  stamp  of 
droamstance  and  position  &als  to  impress  them.  Such  cases, 
however,  must  always  be  regarded  as  exceptional.  On  the 
average  masses  of  mankind,  the  special  employments  which 
they  pursue,  or  the  kinds  of  business  which  they  transact,  have 
Ihe  eflleet  of  moulding  them  into  distinct  classes,  each  of  which 
bears  an  artificially  induced  character  peculiarly  its  own. 
Qergymen,  as  such,  differ  from  merchants  and  soldiers,  and 
all  tkvee  from  lawyers  and  physicians.  Each  of  these  profess- 
iofis  has  long  borne  in  our  literature,  and  in  common  opinion, 
a  shaftttcter  so  clearly  appreciable  by  the  public  generally,  that, 
when  truthfully  reproduced  in  some  new  work  of  fiction,  or 
exttnplified  by  some  transaction  in  real  life,  it  is  at  once  recog- 
nized as  maiiced  by  the  genuine  class-traits  and  peculiarities. 
But  these  professional  characteristics  descend  much  lower  in 
the  scale  than  is  usually  supposed.  There  is  scarce  a  trade  or 
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difMutmeBt  of  muiiiftl  labor  tiiat  does  nol  iadaee  its  own  flek 
of  peculiaritiesy—rpeculiarities  which,  though  less  within  the 
T»D^  of  the  observation  of  men  in  the  habit  of  recording  what 
they  remark,  are  not  less  real  tiian  those  <^  the  man  of  physio 
or  of  law.  The  barber  is  as  uiUike  the  weaver,  and  the  tidlor 
as  wdike  both,  as  the  &rmer  is  unlike  the  soldier,  ot  as  either 
&rmer  or  soldier  is  unlike  the  merdiant,  lawytf  or  mistsfe^. 
And  it  is  only  on  the  same  sort  of  prmciple  that  all  men,  when 
seen  from  the  top  of  a  lo^  tower,  whether  they  be  taQ  or 
shcNTt^  seem  of  the  same  stature,  that  these  d^reooes  escape 
the  notice  of  men  in  the  highw  walksk 

Between  the  workmen  that  pass  sed^itary  lives  witlun  doorsi, 
such  as  weavers  and  tailors,  and  those  who  labor  in  the  open 
air,  such  as  masons  and  ploughmen,  there  exists  a  grand  gen- 
eric difference.  Sedentary  mechanics  are  usually  less  eon- 
tented  than  laborious  ones;  and  as  they  inmost  always  worit 
in  parties,  and  as  their  comparatively  light,  though  often  long 
and  wearily-plied  employments  do  not  so  much  strain  their 
res{Mratory  organs  but  that  they  can  keep  up  an  interchange 
of  idea  when  at  their  toils,  they  are  g^ierally  much  better  able 
to  state  their  grievances,  and  much  more  fkt^it  in  speculating 
on  their  causes.  Ihey  develop  more  freely  than  <he  labor* 
ious  outK)^oor  workers  of  the  country,  and  preeait,  as  a  class, 
a  more  intelligent  aspect.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  open- 
air  worker  does  so  overcome  his  difficulties  as  to  get  ftiriy 
developed,  he  is  usually  of  a  fresher  and  more  vigorous  type 
than  the  sedentary  one.  Burns,  Ho^,  Allan  Gunnin|^iam,  are 
the  literary  representatives  of  the  order ;  and  it  will  be  found 
that  they  stand  considerably  in  advance  of  the  Th<»ns,  Bloomr 
fields,  and  TannahiUs  that  represent  the  sed^itary  workmen. 
The  silent,  solitary,  hard-toiled  men,  if  nature  has  put  no  better 
stuff  in  theili  than  that  of  which  stump-orators  and  C%artiflt 
lecturers  are  made,  remain  silent,  repressed  by  their  x»rDum- 
stances ;  but  if  of  a  higher  grade,  and  if  they  (»ice  do  get  their 
mouths  fairly  opened,  they  speak  with  power,  and  bear  with 
them  into  our  literature  the  freshness  c^  the  green  eaarth  and 
the  freedom  of  the  open  sky. 
9 
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The  fipMfio  pecoliftriti^.  induced  by  partionlar 
are  not  less  marked  than  the  generio  ones.  How  diffesent, 
for  instanoe»  the  character  of  the  sedentary  tailor,  as  sucb^  Gsojgi 
that  ofthe  equally  sedentary  barber!  Two  imperfectly*taugbt 
young  lads,  of  not  more  than  the  average  intellect,  are  appren- 
ticed, the  one  to  the  hair-dresser,  the  other  to  the  fafihionable 
dotbes-maker,  of  a  large  village.  The  barber  has  to  entertain 
his  &miliar  round  of  customers,  when  operating  upon  their 
heads  and  beards.  He  must  have  no  controversies  with  them ; 
— that  might  be  disagreeable,  and  might  aflfect  his  command 
of  the  scissors  or  razor :  but  he  is  expected  to  commiBiicata 
to  them  all  he  knows  of  the  gossip  of  the  place;  and  as  eadi 
customer  supplies  him  with  a  little,  he  of  course  comes  to 
know  more  than  anybody  else.  And  as  his  light  and  easy 
work  lays  no  stress  upon  his  respiration,  in  course  of  time  he 
learns  to  be  a  &st  and  fluent  talker,  with  a  great  appetite  lor 
news,  but  little  given  to  dbpute.  He  acquires,  too,  if  his 
round  of  customers  be  good,  a  courteous  manner ;  and  if  thej 
be  in  laige  proportion  Conservatives,  he  becomes,  in  all  prob- 
ability, a  (Conservative,  too.  The  young  tailor  goes  through 
an  entirely  different  process.  He  learns  to  regard  dress  aB 
the  most  important  of  all  earthly  things, — ^becomes  knowing  in 
cuts  and  &shions, — is  taught  to  appreciate,  in  a  way  no  other 
individual  can,  the  aspect  of  a  button,  or  the  pattern  of  a 
vest ;  and  as  his  work  is  deanly,  and  does  not  scdl  his  dothes, 
and  as  he  can  get  them  more  cheaply,  and  more  p^eetly  in 
the  &shion  than  other  mechanics,  the  chances  are  ten  to  one 
that  he  turns  out  a  beau.  He  becomes  great  inthatwhich  he 
regards  as  of  all  things  greatest, — dress.  A  young  tailor  may 
be  known  by  the  cut  of  his  coat  and  the  merits  of  his  pantar 
loons,  among  all  other  workmen ;  and  as  even  fine  dothes  ave 
not  enough  of  themsdves,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  also 
have  fine  manners;  and  not  having  such  advantages  of  seeing 
polite  society  as  his  neighbor  the  barber,  his  gentlemanly 
manners  are  always  less. fine  than  grotesque.  Hence  more 
ridicule  of  tailors  amcmg  working  men  than  of  any  other  daaa 
pf  mechanics.    And  such — ^Lf  nature  has  sent  them  from  her 
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felMid  otdinaiy  men,-— for  the  extraordinary  rise  above  all  the 
modifying  infiuenoes  of  profession — are  the  processes  through 
which  tailors  and  hairdressers  put  on  their  distinctive  charao- 
t«f8  as  such.  A  village  smith  hears  well  nigh  as  much  gossip 
8S  a  vOlage  barber ;  but  he  develops  into  an  entirely  different 
sort  of  man.  He  is  not  bound  to  please  his  customers  by  his 
talk ;  nor  does  his  profession  leave  his  breath  firee  enough  to 
talk  fluently  or  much ;  and  so  he  listens  in  grim  and  swarthy 
indep^adence, — strikes  his  iron  while  it  is  hot, — and  when, 
after  ^irasfang  it  into  the  fire,  he  bends  himself  to  the  bellows, 
he  drops,  in  rude  phrase,  a  brief  judicial  remark,  and  again 
fiiMs  sturdily  to  work.  Again,  the  shoemaker  may  be  deemed, 
in  the  merely  mechanical  character  of  his  profession,  near  of 
kin  to  the  tailor.  But  such  is  not  the  case.  He  has  to  work 
«md  paste,  wax,  oil,  and  blacking,  and  contracts  a  smell  of 
leather.  He  cannot  keep  himself  particularly  dean;  and, 
although  a  nioely4inished  shoe  be  all  well  enough  in  its  way, 
l&ere  is  not  much  about  it  on  which  conceit  can  build.  No 
man  can  set  up  as  a  beau  on  the  strength  of  a  prettily-shaped 
riioe ;  and  so  a  beau  the  shoemaker  is  not,  but,  on  the  con^ 
teBPy,  a  careless,  manly  fellow,  who,  when  not  overmuch 
devoted  to  Saint  Monday,  gains,  usually,  in  his  course  through 
life,  a  considerable  amount  of  sense.  Shoemakers  are  often 
in  la^e  proportions  intelligent  men;  and  Bloomfield,  the 
poet,  Gi£R>rd,  the  critic  and  satirist,  and  Carey,  the  mission- 
ary, must  certamly  be  r^arded  as  thoroughly  respectable 
contributions  from  the  profession,  to  the  worlds  of  poetry, 
criticism  and  religion. 

1  The  professional  character  of  the  mason  varies  a  good  deal 
in  the  sevwal  provinces  of  Scotland,  according  to  the  various 
circumstances  in  whidi  he  is  placed.  He  is  in  general  a  blunt 
manly,  taciturn  fellow,  who,  without  much  of  the  Radical  or 
Chartist  about  him,  especially  if  wages  be  good  and  employ- 
ment abundant,  rarely  touches  his  hat  to  a  gentleman.  Hiei 
employment  b  less  purely  mechanical  than  many  others :  he 
is  not  like  a  man  carelessly  engaged  in  pointing  needles  or 
Ihshioning  pin-heads.    On  the  contrary,  every  stone  he  lays  or 
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lor  itself;  and  so  he  cannot  wholly  suffer  his  mind  to  &U 
asleep  over  his  work.  When  engaged,  too,  in  ereetiiiig  some 
fine  building,  he  always  experiences  a  degree  of  interest  in 
maiiting  the  effect  of  the  design  developing  itself  pieo^meal, 
aad  growing  up  under  his  hands ;  and  so  he  rarely  wearies  of 
what  he  is  doiqg.  further,  his  professiim  has  this  adyanlage^ 
that  it  educates  his  sense  of  sight.  Aoeustomed  to  ascertain  tbe 
straightness  of  lines  at  a  glance,  and  to  cast  his  eyealong  plane 
walls,  or  the  mouldings  of  entablatures  or  ardiitraves,  in  order 
to  determine  the  rectitude  of  the  masonry,  he  acquires  a  sort 
of  mathematical  precision  in  determining  die  true  bearings  and 
poution  of  objects,  and  is  usually  found,  when  admitted  ii^ 
Arifle^ub,to  equal,  without  preyioua  practice,  itsseepnd-xate 
fibots.  He  only  fidls  short  of  its  first4^te  6nes»  because  unio^ 
itiated  by  the  ea^erience  of  his  profession  in  Uie  mystery  of 
the  parabolic  curve,  he  fails,  in  taking  aim,  to  make  the  proper 
allowance  for  it.  The  masoii  is  almost  always  a  silent  man : 
the  strain  on  his  respiration  is  too  great,  when  he  is  aotivelj 
employed,  to  leave  the  necessary  freedom  to  the  oiqgana  iji 
speech ;  and  so  at  least  the  provincial  builder  or  stone^aitter 
rarely  or  never  becomes  a  democratic  arat<»r,  I  have  met 
with  exceptional  cases  in  the  lai^er  towns ;  but  they  were  the 
result  of  individual  idiosyncrasies,  developed  in  dubs  and 
taveniSi  and  were  not  professional. 

It  is,  however,  with  the  character  of  our  north-country 
masons  that  I  have  at  present  chiefly  to  da  Living  in  small 
villages,  or  in  cottages  in  the  country,  they  can  very  rarely 
procwe  employment  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  dwellings^ 
and  80  they  are  usually  content  to  riigard  these  as  simply  their 
homes  for  the  winter  and  earlier  spring  months,  when  thej 
have  nothing  to  do,  and  to  remove  for  work  to  other  parts  of 
the  country,  where  bridges,  or  harbors,  or  &rm-steadinga,  are 
in  the  course  of  building, — ^to  be  subjected  there  to  the  influ- 
ences of  what  is  known  as  the  barrack,  or  rather  bothy  life* 
These  barracks  or  bothies  are  almost  always  of  the  most  miser- 
ble  description.    I  have  lived  in  hovels  that  were  invariably 
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flooded  in  wet  weather  hj  the  orerfiowingB  of  the  neigbboili^ 
swamps,  and  through  whose  roofb  I  eould  tell  the  hour  at  night, 
'by  marking  from  my  bed  the  stars  that  were  passing  oyer  the 
openings  along  the  ridge :  I  have  resided  in  other  dwellings 
of  rather  higher  pretensions,  in  which  I  have  been  awakened 
dnring  every  heavier  night-shower,  by  the  rain  drops  (flash- 
ing upon  my  face  where  I  lay  a-bed.  I  remember  that  Uncle 
James,  in  urgii^  me  not  to  beoome  a  mason,  toM  me  that  a 
neighboring  laird,  when  asked  why  he  left  a  crazy  old  build- 
ing standing  beside  a  group  of  neat  modem  offices,  informed 
the  querist  that  it  was  not  altogether  through  bad  taste  the 
hovel  was  spared,  but  from  the  circumstance  that  he  found  it 
of  great  convenience  every  time  his  speculations  brought  a 
drove  of  pign  or  ^  squad  cf  masons  the  way.  And  my  after 
experience  showed  me  that  the  story  might  not  be  in  the  least 
apocryphal,  and  that  masons  had  reason  at  times  fbr  not 
touching  their  hats  to  g^tlemen. 

In  these  barracks  the  food  is  of  the  plainest  and  coarsest 
description :  oatmeal  forms  its  staple,  with  milk,  when  mlHt 
can  be  had,  which  is  not  always ;  and  as  the  men  have  to  oook 
l>y  turns,  with  only  half  an  hour  or  so  given  them  in  whidi  to 
light  a  fire,  and  prepare  the  meal  for  a  dozen  or  twenty  asso- 
csates,  the  cooking  is  invariably  an  exceedingly  rough  and  sim- 
ple aflair.  I  have  known  mason-parties  engaged  in  the  CCTtnd 
Highlands  in  building  bridges,  not  unfrequently  reduced,  by 
a  tract  of  wet  weather,  that  soaked  their  only  fuel  the  turf,  and 
rendered  it  incombustible,  to  the  extremity  of  eating  their 
oatmeal  raw,  and  merely  moistened  by  a  little  water,  scooped 
1>y  the  hand  from  a  neighboring  brook.  I  have  oftener  than  once 
seen  our  own  supply  of  salt  fell  us ;  and  after  relief  had  been  a^ 
forded  by  a  Highland  smuggler — ^for  there  wasmudi  smuggling 
in  salt  in  those  days,  ere  the  repeal  of  the  duties — ^I  have  heard 
a  complaint  from,  a  young  fellow  regarding  the  hardness  of  our 
fere,  at  once  checked  by  a  comrade's  asking  him  whether  he  was 
not  an  ungrateful  dog  to  grumble  in  that  way,  seeing  that,  after 
living  on  fresh  poultices  for  a  week,  we  had  actually  that  mom- 
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ii«  gt>t  porridge  with  Hdt  in  it.  One  marked  c&ot  of  tli» 
annual  diange  winch  tlie  ncnth-oountry  mason  had  to  undeigo^ 
firom  a  life  of  domestic  comfort  to  alife  (^haidahip  in  the  bod^, 
tf  he  lias  not  passed  middle  life,  is  a  great  i^^Nurent  increase  14 
Ins  animal  spirits.  At  home  he  is  in  all  probability  a  qiiie^ 
rather  dull4ookiBg  p^nvonage,  not  much  given  to  laugh  or 
joke;  whereas  in  the  boliiy,  if  the  squad  be  a  lai|^  (Mie,  be 
becomes  wild  and  a  hmnorist, — laughs  much,  and  becomes  ivt 
genious  in  playing  off  pranks  on  hb  fellows.  As  in  all  other 
communities,  there  are  certain  laws  recognized  in  the  barrack, 
as  useful  fer  controlling  at  least  its  younger  members  the  ap- 
prentices ;  but  in  the  general  tone  of  merriment,  even  these 
lose  their  character,  and  ceasing  to  be  a  terror  to  eyil^oera, 
become  in  the  execution  mere  occasions  of  mirth.  I  never  in 
all  my  experience,  saw  a  serious  punishment  inflicted.  ShorU  j 
after  our  arriyal  at  Conon-side,  my  master  chancing  to  renuurk 
that  he  had  not  wrought  as  a  journeyman  for  twenty-five  yearn 
before,  was  voted  a  "^  ramming,"  for  taking,  as  was  sud,  such 
high  ground  with  his  brother  workmen ;  but,  though  sentence 
was  iikmiediately  executed,  they  dealt  gently  with  the  old  man, 
who  had  good  sense  enough  to  acquiesce  in  the  whole  as  a 
joke.  And  yet,  amid  aU  this  wild  merrim^it  and  license, 
there  was  not  a  workman  who  did  not  regret  the  comforts  of 
his  quiet  home,  and  long  for  the  happiness  which  was,  he  feit^ 
to  be  enjoyed  only  there.  It  has  been  long  known  that  gaiety 
is  not  solid  enjoyment ;  but  that  the  gaiety  should  indicate 
little  else  than  the  want  of  solid  enjoyment,  is  a  circumstance 
not  always  suspected.  My  eaqperience  of  barradc-life  has 
ambled  me  to  receive  without  hesitation  what  has  been  said  of 
the  occasional  merriment  of  slaves  in  America  and  elsewhere, 
and  fully  to  credit  the  often-repeated  statement  that  the  abject 
serfe  of  despotic  Governments  laugh  more  than  the  subjects  of 
a  free  country.  Poor  fellows !  If  the  British  people  were  as 
unhappy  as  slaves  or  ser&,  they  would,  I  dare  say,  learn  in  time 
to  be  quite  as  merry.  There  are,  however,  two  circumstances 
that  serve  to  prevent  the  bothy  life  of  the  north-country  mason 
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ftom  eBsentiallj  injuring  his  diftraoter  in  tbe  mj  it  alnuM* 
never  fidls  ta  injure  that  of  the  fiurm-serrant.  As  he  has  to 
caleuiole  <m  being  part  of  every  -winter,  and  almost  eveiy 
spring,  unemployed,  he  is  compelled  to  practise  a  self-denying 
eooDomy,  the  effect  of  which,  when  not  carried  to  the  extreme 
of  a  miserly  narrowness,  is  always  good ;  and  Hallow-day  re- 
tiin»  him  every  season  to  the  humanizing  influences  of  his 
home. 
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CHAPTEE   X. 


**11ie  miue,  nae  poet  ever  fimd  her, 
Tin  by  hlmiel*  be  lenrned  to  wander 
Adown  some  trottin'  biim^s  meander, 

An'  no  tbiiA  bmg; 

Oi»  sweel  to  muse,  and  penaiTe  ponder 

A  beart^elt  aang !" 

BVEila. 

I^XRK  are  delightftd  walks  in  tbe  immediate  neighborliood 
of  Conon-side;  and  as  llie  workmen — engaged,  as  I  hmve 
said,  on  day's  wages — ^immediately  ceased  worki^  as  the  hour 
of  dx  arrived,  I  had,  during  the  snmm^  months,  fix>m  three 
to  forar  homrs  to  myself  every  evening,  in  whkii  to  enjoy  th«n. 
Hie  great  hollow  occupied  hy  tiie  waters  of  the  Oomarty 
Frith  divides  into  two  vaUeys  at  its  upper  end,  just  where  the 
sea  ceases  to  flow.  There  is  the  valley  of  tiie  P^er,  aad  the 
valley  of  die  Conon ;  and  a  tract  <^  brok^i  lulls  lies  between, 
formed  by  the  great  conglomerate  base  of  the  Old  Bed  Sys- 
tem. Ihe  conglomerate,  always  a  picturesque  deposit,  termi- 
nates some^ur  or  five  miles  higher  up  the  valley,  in  a  range 
of  rough  precipices,  as  bold  and  abrupt,  though  tiiey  front  the 
interior  of  the  country,  as  if  they  formed  the  terminal  barrier 
of  some  exposed  sea-coast  A  few  stra^ling  pines  crest  tibeir 
summits;  and  the  noble  woods  of  Brahan  Castle,  tte  anci«A 
seat  of  the  Earls  of  Seaforth,  sweep  downwards  from  their  base 
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the  more  immature  but  fresh  and  thickly-dustered  woods  of 
Conon  House  rose  along  the  banks ;  and  I  was  delighted  to 
find  among  them  a  ruinous  chapel  and  ancient  burying-ground, 
oocupying,  in  a  profoundly  solitary  comer,  a  little  green  hil- 
lock, once  an  island  of  the  riyer,  but  now  left  dry  by  the  grad- 
ual wear  of  the  channel,  and  the  consequent  &11  of  the  water 
to  a  lower  leyd.  A  few  broken  walls  rose  on  the  highest  peak 
of  the  emin^oe ;  the  slope  was  occupied  by  the  little  mossy 
hillocks  and  sorely-lidiened  tombstones  that  mark  the  ancient 
graye-yard;  and  among  the  tombs  immediately  beside  the 
ruin  there  stood  a  rustic  dial,  with  its  iron  gnomon  worn  to 
an  oxydized  film,  uid  green  with  weather-stains  and  moss. 
And  around  iMs  little  lonely  yard  sprang  the  young  wood, 
thick  as  a  he^,  but  just  open  enough  towards  the  west  to 
admit,  in  slant  lines  along  the  tombstones  and  the  ruins,  the 
red  leyel  light  of  the  setting  son. 

I  greatly  enjoyed  these  eyening  walks.  From  Ck)non-side 
as  a  centre,  a  rtdius  of  six  miles  commands  many  ohjects  of 
interest; — Stnithpeflfer,  with  its  mineral  springs, — Castle  Leod, 
.with  its  aaeient  trees,  amcHig  the  rest,  one  of  the  laigest  Span- 
ish chestouts  in  SeoUand, — ^Knockferrel,  with  its  yitrified 
£nrt,-'-4he  old  tower  of  Fairbuin, — ^the  old  though  somewhat 
modeisibed  tower  of  Kinkell, — ^the  Brahan  policies,  with  the 
oM  Castle  of  Ijbe  Seafortbs,— the  old  Castle  of  Kilooy,— and 
tin  Dniidio  ctreles  of  tfce  moor  of  Bed-castle.  In  suooession 
I  yisitcd  them  all,  with  manj  a  sweet  scene  besides;  but  I 
Ibond  tiiat  my  four  hours,  when  the  yisit  inyolyed,  as  it  some- 
times did,  twelye  miles  walking,  left  me  little  ^aough  time  to 
examine  and  esjoy.  A  hal^hcdiday  eyery  week  would  be  a 
mif^y  boQQ  to  the  working  man  who  has  acquired  a  taste  for 
tte  quiet  pleasures  of  intellect,  and  either  cultiyatea  an  afie<^ 
.tk>n  &r  natural  objects,  or,  according  to  the  antiquary,  '^  loyes 
to  look  vapoa  what  is  old."  My  recollections  of  this  rich  traqt 
of  ooimtry,  with  its  woods,  and  towers,  and  noble  riyer,  seem 
aa  if  balhed  in  tiie  red  light  of  ^oi^eous  sunsets.    Its  uneyen 
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plidn  of  Old  Red  Sandstone  leans,  at  a  few  miles  ^Sstaaee, 
against  dark  Highland  hills  of  schistose  gneiss,  that,  at  tiM 
line  where  they  join  on  to  the  green  Lowlands,  are  low  and 
tame,  but  sweep  upwards  into  an  alpine  region,  where  llie  old 
Scandinavian  Flora  of  the  country, — ^that  Flora  which  alone 
flourished  in  the  times  of  its  boulder  day, — still  maintains  its 
place  against  the  Germanic  invaders  idiieh  oover  the  lower 
grounds,  as  the  Celt  of  old  used  to  maintain  exactly  the  same 
ground  against  the  Saxon.  And  at  the  top  of  a  swelling  mocHr, 
just  beneath  where  the  lulls  rise  rugged  and  black,  stands  the 
pale  tall  tower  of  Fairbum,  that,  seen  in  the  gloaming  as  I 
have  often  seen  it,  seems  a  ghastly  spectre  of  the  past,  looking 
from  out  its  solitude  at  the  changes  of  the  present.  The  free- 
booter, its  founder,  had  at  first  built  it,  lor  the  greats  security, 
without  a  door,  and  used  to  climb  into  it  through  the  window 
of  an  upper  story  by  a  ladder.  But  now  unbroken  peace 
brooded  over  its  shattered  ivy-bound  walls,  and  ploughed  fidds 
were  creeping  up  year  by  year  along  the  moory  slope  on  whidi 
it  stood,  until  at  length  all  became  green,  and  the  dark  heath 
disappeared.  Hiere  is  a  poetic  age  in  the  life  of  most  indih 
viduals,  as  certainly  as  in  the  history  of  most  nations ;  and  a 
very  happy  age  it  is.  I  had  now  fully  entered  on  it;  and  enr 
joyed,  in  my  lonely  walks  along  the  Conon,  a  happiness  ample 
enough  to  compensate  for  many  a  long  hour  of  toil,  and  many 
a  privation.  1  have  quoted,  as  the  motto  of  tiiis  chapter,  an 
exquisite  verse  from  Bums.  There  is  scarce  anodier  stanza 
in  the  wide  round  of  British  literature  that  so  &ithfii!Iy  de* 
scribes  the  mood  which,  regularly  as  the  evening  came,  and 
after  I  had  buried  myself  in  the  thick  woods,  or  readied  some 
bosky  recess  of  the  river  bank,  used  to  come  stealing  over  me, 
and  in  wfaidi  I  have  felt  my  heart  and  intdlect  as  thoroughly 
in  keeping  widi  the  scene  and  hour  as  the  sdll  woodland  pool 
beside  me,  whose  sur&oe  reflected  in  the  calm  every  tree  and 
rock  that  rose  around  it,  and  every  hue  of  the  heavens  above. 
And  yet  the  mood,  though  a  sweet,  was  also^  as  the  poet  ex* 
presses  it,  a  pensive  one:  it  was  steeped  in  Uie  happy  mdatt- 
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dboly  fiODg  M>  tratUblly  bj  an  eider  bard,  who  also  mwt  ba^ 
antered  deeply  into  the  feeling. 


<*  When  I  goe  moalag  all  atone) 
TbiMUag  of  4iven  lliiiiga  forakBonriMy— 
Whm  I  baikle  easUM  in  Uie  air, 
Voide  of  sorrow  and  Yoide  of  carSi 
Pleasing  myself  with  phantasms  sweet,^ 


AU  my  Jof « to  this  are  fbUle  $- 
Nona  Boe  sweet  as  melanchollie. 


WbcB  to  nqf*^  I  sti  and  i 
With  pleasing  thoaghta  the  time  begiiiK 
By  a  brook  side  or  wood  soe  green. 
Unheard,  uneonght  for,  and  nnseeo, 
A  fhcmaaDd  pteaanrea  doe  me  Ueaaa^ 
And  cmwne  my  aoid  with  happiaeai; 
All  my  Joyee  to  this  are  fcdiie ; — 
None  soe  sweet  as  melauchollie.'' 

When  I  remember  bow  my  happiness  was  enhanced  bj 
every  little  bird  that  burst  out  into  sudden  song  among  ib^ 
trees,  and  then  a»  suddenly  became  silent,  or  by  every  bright- 
scaled  fish  that  went  darting  through  the  topaz-color^  depths 
of  the  water,  or  rose  for  a  moment  pver  its  calm  surface, — ^how 
the  blue  sheets  of  hyacinths  that  carpeted  the  openings  in  the 
wood  delighted  me,  and  every  golden-tinted  doud  that  gleam- 
ed over  the  setting  sun,  and  threw  its  bright  flush  on  the  river, 
seemed  to  inform  the  heart  of  a  heaven  beyond, — ^I  marvel,  in 
looking  over  the  scraps  of  verse  produced  at  the  time,  to  find 
how  little  of  the  sentiment  in  which  I  so  luxuriated,  or  of  the 
nature  which  I  so  enjoyed,  found  their  way  into  them.  But 
what  Wordsworth  well  terms  "  the  accomplishment  of  verse," 
given  to  but  few,  is  as  distinct  from  the  poetic  fitculty  vouch- 
safed to  many,  as  the  ability  of  relishing  exquisite  music  b 
distinct  fix>m  the  power  of  producing  it  Nay,  there  are  cases 
in  which  the  '^  fitculty"  may  be  very  high,  and  yet  the  "  ac- 
complishment" comparatively  low,  or  altogether  awanting.  I 
have  been  told  by  the  late  Dr.  Chalmers,  whose  Astronomical 
Discourses  form  one  of  the  finest  philosophical  poems  in  any 
language,  that  he  never  succeeded  in  achieving  a  readable 
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•taaca;  and  Dr.  ThoniMBra/ini,  whose  i&et^^s^ 

poetry,  might,  though  he  produced  whole  volumes  of  verse^ 
have  said  nearly  the  same  thing  of  him8el£  But,  like  the 
Metaphysician,  who  would  scarce  have  published  his  verses 
unless  he  had  thought  them  good  ones,  my  rhymes  pleased  me 
at  this  period,  and  for  some  time  after,  wonderfully  well :  they 
came  to  be  so  associated  in  my  mind  with  the  scenery  amid 
which  they  were  composed,  and  the  mood  which  it  rarely  fiul- 
ed  of  inducing,  that,  though  they  neither  breathed  the  mood 
nor  reflected  the  scenery,  they  always  suggested  both ;  on  the 
principle,  I  suppose,  that  a  pewter  spoon,  bearing  the  London 
stamp,  suggested  to  a  crew  of  poor  weather-beat^i  sailors  in 
one  of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  their  £u>distant  home  and  its 
enjoyments.  One  of  the  pieces  suggested  at  this,  time  I  shall, 
however,  venture  on  submitting  to  the  reader.  The  few  simple 
thoughts  which  it  embodies  arose  in  the  solitary  churchyard 
among  the  woods,  beside  the  aged  lich^i-enenisted  dialstone. 

OK  6X£INa  A  SUK-DIAL  IN  A  OHUBCHYABD. 

Gray  diolHstone,  I  fain  wonld  know 

What  motive  placed  thee  here, 
Where  darkly  opea  the  frequent  grare^ 

And  rests  the  frequent  bier ; 
Ah !  bootless  creeps  the  dusky  shade, 

Slow  o'er  thy  figured  plain : 
When  mortal  life  has  passed  away, 

Tbne  counts  hia  hours  tn  rain. 

As  sweep  the  clouds  o'er  ocean's  breast, 

When  shrieks  the  wintry  wind. 
So  doufotftil  thoughts,  gray  diaUloae, 

Come  sweeping  o'er  my  mind. 
1  think  of  what  could  phiee  thee  hen, 

or  those  beneath  thee  laid  ; 
And  ponder  if  thou  wer't  not  raised 

In  mockery  o*er  the  dead. 

Way,  man,  when  on  life's  stage  they  flnet, 

May  mock  his  fellow-men; 
In  sooth,  their  soberest  freaks  afford 

Bare  food  for  mockery  then. 
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Bvialil  wimyMMlttalrbriflriqfMB^ 

When  Heaven's  dread  doom  is  said, — 
Beats  there  the  human  heart  could  pour 
Light  mockeriea  o*er  the  dead  T 

The  fiend  unblest,  who  still  to  hann 

Directs  his  felon  power, 
May  ope  the  book  of  gnuM  to  him 

Whoae  day  of  grace  la  o'er; 
But  never  sure  could  mortal  man. 

Whatever  his  age  or  clime, 
llius  ndse,  In  mockery  o'er  the  dead. 

The  iloae  that  neasarat  tliM. 

Gray  dial-stone,  I  fldn  wonld  know 

What  motive  placed  thee  here. 
Where  sadMtB  heaw  the  flvqiMit  iigh» 

And  drepa  the  fiequent  tear. 
Like  thy  carved  plain,  gray  dial-stone. 

Griefs  weary  mourners  be ; 
Dark  sorrow  metoe  out  time  to  tliem,— 

JDaifc  ahade  narka  time  on  thee. 

1  know  it  BOW :  wer*t  tlioii  not  plae'd 

Toeattditheeyeorhim 
To  whom,  throi^h  glistening  tean,  earth's 

Worthless  appear,  and  dim? 
We  think  of  time  when  time  has  iled, 

TiM  friend  our  tears  d^ore ; 
The  God  whom  prid&ewollen  hearts  deny, 

Grief-liumbled  hearts  adore. 

Gray  stone,  o^  thee  the  lazy  Might 

Faases  untold  away ; 
Nor  were  it  thine  at  noon  to  teach, 

IffidledthesoUtrray. 
In  death's  dark  nigbt,  gny  dlaMoM, 

Cease  all  the  works  of  mes ; 
In  life,  if  Hearen  withhold  its  aid. 

Bootless  theae  worlu  and  vain. 

Gny  dial^iUme  while  yet  thy  shade 
Points  out  those  hours  are  mine,— 

While  yet  at  eariy  mom  I  rise. 
And  rest  at  day's  decline,— 

Would  that  the  Sun  that  formed  thine^ 
Bis  bright  rays  beamed  on  me, 

Tliat  I,  wise  for  the  final  day, 

» time,  like  thee  t 
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These  were  ba;^  ereniRgs, — all  Hie  more  bapp  j  from  the 
drcomstanee  that  I  was  stlQ  in  heart  and  appetite  a  boy,  and 
eouM  relish  as  much  as  ever,  when  their  season  came  on,  the 
wild  raspberries  of  the  Conon  Woods, — a  very  abundant  fruit 
in  that  part  of  the  country, — and  climb  as  lightly  as  ever,  to 
atrip  the  guean-trees  of  their  wild  cherries.  When  the  river 
was  low,  I  used  to  wade  into  its  fords,  in  quest  of  its  pearl 
muscles  (Unto  Mar^ariHferus) ;  and,  though  not  very  suc- 
cessfol  in  my  pearl-fishing,  it  was  at  least  something  to  see 
bow  thickly  the  individuals  of  this  greatest  of  British  fr-esh- 
water  molluscs  lay  scattered  among  the  pebbles  of  the  fords,  or 
to  mark  them  slowly  creeping  along  the  bottom, — ^when,  in 
consequence  of  prolonged  droughts,  the  current  had  so  mod- 
erated that  they  were  in  no  danger 'of  being  swept  away, — 
each  on  its  large  white  foot,  with  its  valves  elevated  over  its 
back,  like  the  carpace  of  some  tall  tortoise.  I  found  occasion 
at  this  time  to  conclude,  that  the  Uhio  of  our  river  fords  se- 
cretes pearls  so  much  more  frequently  than  the  Unionidce  and 
Anadanta  of  our  still  pools  and  lakes,  not  from  any  specific 
peculiarity  in  the  constitution  of  the  creature,  but  from  the 
effeota  of  the  habitat  which  it  is  its  nature  to  dioose.  It  re- 
oeivee  in  the  fords  and  shallows  of  a  rapid  river  many  a  rough 
blow  fix>m  sticks  and  pebbles,  carried  down  in  times  (^  flood, 
and  occasionally  from  the  feet  of  the  men  and  animals  that 
canoes  the  stream  during  droughts ;  and  the  blows  induce  the 
morbid  secretions  of  which  pearls  are  the  result  There  seems 
to  exist  no  inherent  cause  why  Anodon  Oygnea^  with  its  beau* 
tiful  silvery  nacre, — as  bright  often,  and  always  more  delicate, 
than  that  of  Unio  MargariHferus^ — should  not  be  equally  pro- 
ductive of  pearls ;  but,  secure  from  violence  in  its  still  pools 
and  lakes,  and  unexposed  to  the  circumstances  that  provoke 
abnormal  secretaons,  it  does  not  produce  a  single  pearl  for 
every  hundred  that  are  ripened  into  value  and  beauty  by  the 
exposed  current-tossed  ^nfo^^ttid?  of  our  rapid  mountain  rivers. 
Would  that  hardship  and  suffering  bore  always  in  a  creature 
of  a  greatly  higher  &mily  similar  results,  and  that  the  hard 
bufiets  dealt  him  by  fortune  in  the  rough  stream  of  life  could 
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be  tiwamuted^  }}j  some  blessed  intemal  prodiapoflitioa  of  his 

nature,  into  pearls  of  great  price ! 

It  formed  one  of  mj  standing  enjoyments  at  this  time  to 
bathe,  as  the  sun  was  sinking  behind  the  woods,  in  the  deeper 
pools  of  the  Conon, — a  pleasure  which,  like  all  the  more  ex- 
citiag  pleasures  of  youth,  bordered  on  terror.  Like  that  of  the 
poet^  when  he  '^  wantoned  with  the  breakers,''  and  the  "  fresb- 
eoing  sea  made  them  a  terror,''  ^^  'twas  a  pleasing  fear."  But 
it  was  not  current  nor  freshening  eddy  that  rendered  it  saoh ; 
I  had  acquired,  long  before,  a  oompl^;e  mastery  over  all  my 
motions  in  the  water,  and,  setting  out  from  the  shores  of  the 
Bay  of  Cromarty,  haye  swam  round  yessels  in  the  roadstead 
when,  am<uig  the  many  boys  of  a  seaport  town,  not  more  than 
one  or  two  would  venture  to  accompany  me ;  but  the  poetieage 
is  ever  a  credulous  one,  as  certainly  in  individuals  as  in  lu^ 
tions ;  the  old  fears  of  the  supernatural  may  be  modified  and 
etherealized,  but  they  continue  to  influence  it ;  and  at  this 
period  the  Conon  still  took  its  place  among  the  haunted 
streams  of  Scotland.  There  was  not  a  river  in  the  Highlands 
that  used,  ere  the  erection  of  the  stately  bridge  in  our  neighr 
borhood,  to  i^rt  more  wantonly  with  human  life, — an  evi- 
dence, the  ethnographer  might  perhaps  say,  of  its  purely  Cel- 
tic origin ;  and  as  Superstition  has  her  figures  as  certainly  aa 
Poesy,  the  perils  of  a  wild  mountain*bom  stream,  flowing  bo- 
tween  thinly4nhabited  banks,  were  personified  in  the  beliefii 
of  the  people  by  a  firightfiil  goblin,  that  took  a  malignant  do- 
light  in  luring  into  its  pools,  or  overpowering  in  its  fords,  the 
beni^bted  traveller.  Its  goblin,  the  "  water-wraith,"  used  to 
appear  as  a  tall  woman  dressed  in  green,  but  distinguished 
chiefly  by  her  withered,  meagre  countenance,  ever  distorted 
by  a  malignant  scowl.  I  knew  all  the  various  fords — always 
dangerous  ones — ^where  of  old  she  used  to  start,  it  was  said, 
out  of  the  river,  before  the  terrified  traveller,  to  point  at  him, 
as  in  derision,  with  her  skinny  finger,  or  to  beckon  him  in- 
vitingly  on ;  and  I  was  shown  the  very  tree  to  which  a  poor 
Highlander  had  dung,  when,  in  crossing  the  river  by  nighl^ 
ke  was  seised  by  the  goUin,  and  Scorn  which,  despite  of  hia 
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ion,  he  was  dragged  into  the  middle  of  the  current,  where  be 
perilled.  And  when,  in  swimming  at  sunset  oyer  some  dark 
pool,  wh^re  the  eye  fidled  to  mark  or  the  foot  to  sound  the  dis- 
tant bottom,  the  twig  of  some  sunken  bush  or  tree  has  struck 
i^ainst  me  as  I  passed,  I  have  felt,  with  sudden  start,  as  if 
toaohed  by  the  cold,  bloodless  fingers  of  the  goblin. 

The  old  chapel  amoi^  the  woods  fi;>rmed  the  aoene,  says  tra^ 
dition,  of  an  incident  similar  to  that  which  Sir  Walter  Soott 
relates  In  his  "Heart  of  Mid-Lothian,"  when  borrowing,  as 
flM  motto  of  the  chapter  m  whidi  he  describes  the  prepaid* 
tions  lor  the  execution  of  Porteus,  from  an  author  rarely 
qvoted, — the  Kelpie.  "  The  hour's  ccone,"  so  runs  the  ex- 
tract, "  but  not  Ihe  man ;" — nearly  the  same  words  which  the 
same  author  employs  in  his  "  Guy  Mannering,"  in  the  cave 
scene  between  M^  Merrilies  and  Dirk  Hatteridk.  "  There 
Is  a  traditicm,"  he  adds  in  the  accompanying  note,  '^  that  while 
a  little  stream  was  swollen  into  a  torrent  by  recent  showers^ 
tiie  discontented  voice  of  the  water-spirit  was  heard  to  pro- 
nounce these  words.  At  the  same  moment^  a  man  uiged  on 
by  his  &te,  or,  in  Scottish  language,  ^y,  arrived  at  a  gallop, 
and  prepared  to  iaroBs  the  water.  No  remonstrance  from  the 
bystanders  was  of  power  to  stop  him  ;  he  plunged  into  the 
stream,  and  perished."  So  £ir  Sir  Walter.  Tiie  Ros»^shire 
story  is  fuller,  and  somewhat  different  in  its  details.  On  a 
field  in  the  near  nei^borhood  of  the  chapel,  now  laid  out 
into  the  gardens  of  Conon  House,  there  was  a  party  of  Highr 
landers  engaged  in  an  autunmal  day  at  noon,  some  two  or 
three  centuries  ago,  in  cutting  down  their  com,  when  tbie 
boding  voice  of  the  wraith  was^eard  rising  from  the  Conon 
beneath, — ^  The  hour's  come,  but  not  the  man."  Imimediate- 
ly  after,  a  courier  on  horsebadk  was  seen  spurring  down  the 
hill  in  hot  haste,  making  directly  for  what  is  known  as  a 
^  &use  ford,"  that  lies  across  the  stream,  just  opposite  the  old 
building,  in  the  form  of  a  rippling  bar,  whidi,  indicating  ap- 
parently, though  very  Wisely,  little  depth  of  water,  is  flanked 
by  a  deep  bladt  pool  above  and  below.    The  HigUanden 
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ftpnmg  forwai^  to  warn  bim  of  bis  danger,  aiid  keq>  Um  bMk ; 
but  he  was  unbelieying  and  m  haste,  and  rode  expreasy  he 
said,  on  business  that  would  brook  no  delay ;  and  as  for  tiM 
^  £tu8e  ford,"  if  it  could  not  be  ridden,  it  coi^  be  swam ;  and, 
^whether  hj  riding  or  swimming,  he  was  resolved  on  getting 
across.     Determined,  however,  in  saving  him  In  hia  own  da- 
spite,  the  Highlanders  forced  him  from  his  horse,  and,  tfanisl. 
lug  him  into  the  little  chapel,  locked  him  in ;  and  th»i,  throw* 
ing  open  the  door  when  the  &tal  hour  had  passed,  they  called 
him  that  he  might  now  pursue  his  journey.    But  there  was 
no  reply,  no  one  came  forth ;  and  on  going  in,  they  found 
liim  lying  cold  and  sti^  with  his  face  buried  in  the  water  of  a 
small  stone  font     He  had  Men,  apparently,  in  a  fit,  atfawairt 
the  wall ;  and  his  predestmed  hour  having  come,  he  was  saf- 
focated  by  the  few  pints  of  water  in  the  projecting  font.    At 
this  time  the  stone  font  of  the  tradition — a  rude  trough,  little 
more  than  a  foot  in  diameter  either  way — ^was  still  to  be  seen 
among  the  ruins  ;  and,  like  the  veritable  cannon  in  the  Oasde 
of  Udolpho,  beside  which,  according  to  Annette,  the  ghost 
used  to  take  its  stand,  it  imparted  by  its  solid  reality  a  degree 
of  authenticity  to  the  story  in  this  part  of  the  country,  which, 
if  unfurnished  with  a  *^  local  habitation,''  as  in  Sir  Walter's 
note,  it  would  have  wanted.     Such  was  one  of  the  many 
stories  of  the  Conon  with  which  I  became  acquainted  at  a 
time  when  the  belie&  they  exemplified  were  by  no  means  quite 
dead,  and  of  which  I  could  think  as  tolerably  serious  realities, 
when  lying  a-bed  all  alone  at  midnight,  the  solitary  inmate  of 
a  dreary  barrack,  listening  to  the  roar  of  the  Onion. 

Besides  the  long  evenings,  we  had  an  hour  to  breakfast,  and 
another  to  dinner.  Much  of  the  breakfast  hour  was  sqpent  in 
cooking  our  food  ;  but  as  a  bit  of  oaten  cake  and  a  draught 
of  milk  usually  served  us  for  the  mid-day  meal,  the  greater  part 
of  the  hour  assigned  to  it  was  available  for  the  purpose  of  rest 
or  amusem^it.  And  when  the  day  was  fine,  I  used  to  spend 
it  by  the  dde  of  a  mossy  stream,  within  a  fow  mimites  walk  of 
the  work-shed,  or  in  a  neighboring  planting,  beside  a  little 
irregular  locfaan,  firinged  round  with  fii^  uid  rushes.    The 
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moMf  ttreanifblaok  in  ito  deeper  podfl,  as  if  itirere  arivide^ 
of  tir,  oontuned  a  good  maay  trout,  wUdi  liad  aoqaired  a !»» 
neariy  as  deep  as  its  own,  and  formed  the  very  negroes  of  tlieir 
nMse.  They  were  iisoallj  of  smaUsize,---'^  the  stxeam  itself 
was  amaU ;  and,  thoaghlitdecoimtries  sometimes  prodooegi^at 
men,  little  streams  nurelj  produoe  great  iiidL  Baton  one  o^ 
easion,  towards  Ab  ekse  of  autamn,  when  a  porty  of  the 
yowiger  workmen  set  tfaemselyes,  in  a  frolie,  to  sweep  it  widi 
tordi  and  spear,  tiiey  soooeeded  in  oaptaring,  in  a  dark  alder- 
o^ershaded  pool,  a  monstrous  individual,  nearly  three  feet  in 
length,  and  proportk>nately  bulky,  with  a  snout  bent  over  the' 
kiwer  jaw  at  its  symphysis,  like  the  beak  df  a  hawk,  and  a* 
deeply  tinged  (though  with  more  of  brown  in  its  oomplexiott) 
as  the  blackest  ooai^sh  I  ever  saw.  It  must  have  been  a 
bidl-trout,  a  visitor  from  the  neighboring  river  ;  but  we  all 
eondttded  at  liie  time,  frc«n  the  extreme  ding^ness  of  its  ooat, 
(hat  it  had  lived  for  years  in  its  dark  pool,  a  hermit  apart  from 
its  fellows.  I  am  not  now,  however,  altogether  certain  th«t 
the  inference  was  a  sound  one.  Some  fishes,  like  some  men, 
have  ft  wonderful  ability  of  assuming  the  colore  Hiat  best  suit 
tfieir  interests  for  the  time.  I  have  been  unable  to  detearmine 
wlwther  the  trout  was  one  of  these  confcnrmists ;  but  it  used  to 
sirike  me  at  this  period  as  at  least  curious,  that  the  fishes  in 
even  the  lower  reaches  of  the  dark  little  rivulet  should  differ  so 
entirely  in  hoe  from  those  of  the  greatly  clearer  Conon,  into 
whidi  its  peaty  waters  fall,  and  ndiose  scaly  denitens  are  of 
silvery  brightness.  No  fish  seems  to  possess  a  more  complex 
power  over  its  dingy  coat  than  a  very  abundant  one  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Conon,-^tlie  common  flounder.  Standii^  on 
the  bank,  I  have  startled  these  creatures  from  off  the  patdi  of 
bottom  on  whk^  they  lay, — visible  to  only  a  very  sharp  eye, 
-*-^  pitching  asmaU  pebble  right  over lliem.  Waslliepatdi 
apideone, — for  aminute  or  so  they  carried  its  pale  color  along 
with  them  into  some  darker  tract,  wliere  they  remained  dis- 
tinetly  vitnUe  from  the  contrast,  until,  gradually  acquiring  the 
deeper  hue,  they  agam  became  inconspicuous.  But  if  startled 
back  to  the  same  pale  patch  from  winch  they  had  set  out,  I 
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iMire  Am  seen  tbem  visiUe  for  a  minute  or  tOy  from  their 
«EV«rdftrk  tinty  mitii,  graduidiy  losing  it  in  turn,  tlwy  palei 
down,  as  at  firat,  to  die  color  of  tiie  lights  gronnd.  An  old 
Hjg^laiider^  whose  suit  of  tartan  conformed  to  the  general  inie 
of  due  heather,  was  inyisible  at  a  litde  distsnce,  when  trarera- 
ii^  a  moor,  b«t  came  full  into  view  in  otossu^  a  green  field  or 
meadow ;  the  suit  giren  by  nature  to  the  flounder,  tinted  i^ 
parentis  on  the  same  principle  of  conceslinent^  eziubitB  a  de* 
gree  of  adaptation  to  its  yarying  circumstances^  whldi  the 
tartan  wanted.  And  it  is  certainly  curious  enough  to  find,  m 
one  of  our  commonest  fishes,  a  property  which  used  to  be  re- 
garded as  <m»  of  the  standing  marvels  of  the  zoology  of  those 
remote  coeatries  of  which  the  chameleon  is  a  natiye. 

The  pond  in  the  piece  of  planting,  though  as  unmghtly  a 
little  patdi  of  water  as  might  be,  was,  I  found,  a  greatly  richer 
stady  than  the  dark  rivulet.  Mean  and  small  as  it  was, — not 
larger  in  area  inside  its  fringe  of  rushes  than  a  ft8fai<niable 
drawmg-room, — its  natural  history  wonld  have  formed  an  ki* 
tere^ing  volume  ;  and  many  a  half  hour  have  I  spent  beside 
it  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  watching  its  numerous  inhabitants^-^* 
insect,  reptilian,  and  vermiferous.  There  were  two-^f^^panent* 
ly  three — difierent  species  of  libellula  that  used  to  come  and 
deposit  their  ^gs  in  ity-'^-one  of  the  two,  that  lai^  kind  cC 
dragon-fly  {&hna  grandis),  scarce  smaller  than  one's  middle* 
finger^ — ^which  is  so  beautifully  colored  black  and  yellow,  as 
if  adorned  by  the  same  taste  one  sees  displayed  in  the  diariols 
and  liveries  of  the  fiuhionable  world.  The  other  fly  was  a 
greatly  more  slender  and  smaller  species  or  genos,  rather 
Agrion  ;  and  it  seemed  two,  not  one,  from  the  droomstanoe^ 
that  about  one-half  the  individuals  were  beautifully  varie- 
gated black  and  sky-blue,  the  oth»  half  blade  and  brif^t 
erimson.  Bat  the  peculiarity  was  merely  a  sexual  one ;  as  if 
In  illustration  of  those  fine  analogies  with  which  all  nature 
is  charged,  the  sexes  put  on  the  eamplimenkirg  colors,  and 
are  mutually  firaeinating,  not  by  resembling,  but  by  eorrt^- 
ipandmg  to,  each  other.  I  learned  in  time  to  distingnish  the 
disagreeabl^lookinglarvmof  theseflies,  bolh  lai^i^and  aaialkri 


198         mr  SCHOOLS  and  schoolicastebs  ; 

widi  their  six  hairy  legs,  and  their  grotesque  formidable Vizon, 
and  found  that  they  were  the  very  pirates  of  the  water,  as  die 
spl^idid  insects  into  which  they  were  ultimately  developed 
were  the  very  tyrants  of  the  lower  air.  It  was  strange  to  see 
the  beautiful  winged  creature  that  sprang  out  of  the  pup» 
into  which  the  repulsive  looking  pirate  had  been  transformed, 
launch  forth  into  its  new  element,  changed  in  everything  save 
its  nature,  but  still  unchanged  in  that,  and  rendering  itself  as 
formidable  to  the  moth  and  the  butterfly  as  it  had  been  beibre 
to  the  newt  and  the  tadpole.  There  is,  I  dare  say,  an  analogy 
here  also.  It  is  in  the  first  stages  of  our  own  species,  as  certain- 
ly as  in  that  of  the  dragon-fly,  that  the  character  is  fixed. 
Further,  I  used  to  experience  much  interest  in  watching  the 
progress  of  the  frog,  in  its  earlier  stages  from  the  egg  to  the 
fish  ;  then  from  the  fish  to  the  reptile-fish,  with  its  fringed 
tail,  and  ventral  and  pectoral  limbs  ;  and,  last  of  all,  fi*om  the 
reptile-fish  to  the  complete  reptile.  I  had  not  yet  learned — 
nor  was  it  anywhere  known  at  the  time — ^that  the  history  of 
the  individual  frog,  through  these  successive  transformations,  is 
a  history  in  small  of  the  animal  creation  itself  in  its  earlier 
stages, — ^that  in  order  of  time  the  egg-like  mollusc  had  taken 
precedence  of  the  fish,  and  the  fish  of  the  reptile ;  and  that  an 
intermediate  order  of  creatures  had  once  abounded,  in  whidi, 
as  in  the  half-developed  frog,  the  natures  of  both  fish  and  rep- 
tile were  united.  But,  though  unacquainted  with  this  strange 
analogy,  the  transformations  were  of  themselves  wonderful 
enough  to  fill  for  a  time  my  whole  mind.  I  remember  being 
struck  one  afbemoon,  afler  spending  my  customary  spare  half 
hour  beside  the  pond,  and  marking  the  peculiar  style  of  color- 
ing in  the  yellow  and  black  libellulidfie  in  the  common  wagp, 
and  in.  a  yellow  and  black  species  of  ichneumon  fly,  to  detect 
in  some  half-dozen  gentlemen's  carriages  that  were  standing 
opposite  our  work-shed, — ^for  the  good  old  knight  of  Conon 
House  had  a  dinner  party  that  evening, — exactly  the  same 
style  of  ornamental  coloring.  The  greater  number  of  the 
vehicles  were  yellow  and  black, — just  as  these  were  the  pre^ 
vailing  colors  among  the  wasps  and  libellulidse ;  but  there 
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'WHS  a  akif^t  admixture  of  other  colors  among  them  too: 

there  was  at  least  one  that  was  black  and  green,  or  black  and 
blue,  I  foi^et  which ;  and  another  black  azid  brown«  And  so 
it  was  among  the  insects  also :  the  same  sort  of  taste,  both  in 
color  and  the  arrangements  of  color,  and  eyen  in  the  propor- 
tions of  the  various  colors,  seemed  to  have  regulated  the 
style  of  ornament  manifested  in  the  carriages  of  the  dinner 
party,  and  of  the  insect  visitors  of  the  pond.  Further,  I 
thought  I  could  detect  a  considerable  degree  of  resemblanoa 
in  form  between  a  diariot  and  an  insect  There  was  a  great 
abdominal  body,  separated  by  a  narrow  isthmus  from  a  thoracic 
coach-box,  where  the  directing  power  was  stationed ;  while 
the  wheeb,  poles,  springs,  and  general  framework  on  which 
the  vehicle  rested,  corresponded  to  the  wings,  limbs,  and 
antemite  of  the  insect  There  was  at  least  sufficient  resem- 
blance of  form  to  justify  resemblance  of  color ;  and  here  wot 
the  actual  resemblance  of  color  which  the  resemblance  d 
Ibrm  justified.  I  remember  that,  in  musing  over  the  coinci- 
d^M^e,  I  learned  to  suspect,  for  Uie  first  time,  that  it  might  be 
no  mere  coincidence  afler  all ;  and  that  the  fitct  embodied  in 
the  remarkable  text  which  informs  us  that  the  Creator  made 
man  in  his  own  image,  might  in  reality  lie  at  its  £>undatioii 
as  the  proper  solution.  Man,  spurred  by  his  necessities,  has 
discovered  for  himself  mechanical  contrivances,  which  he  has 
afterwards  found  antidpated  as  contrivances  of  the  Divine 
Mind,  in  some  organism,  animal  or  vegetable.  Jn  the  same 
way,  his  sense  of  beauty  in  form  of  color  originates  some  pleach 
ing  combination  of  lines  or  tints;  and  he  then  discovers  that 
it  also  has  been  anticipated.  He  gets  his  chariot  tastefully 
paifited  black  and  yellow,  and  lo !  the  wasp  that  settles  <m  its 
wheel,  or  the  dragon-fly  that  darts  over  it,  he  finds  painted  in 
exactly  the  same  style.  His  neighbor,  indulging  in  a  difieiw 
ent  taste,  gets  his  vehicle  painted  blac^  and  blue,  and  lo ! 
some  lesser  libellula  or  ichneumon  fly  comes  whizzing  past, 
to  justify  his  style  of  ornament  also,  but  at  the  same  time  to 
show  that  it,  too,  had  existed  ages  before. 
The  evenings  gradually  closed  in  as  the  season  waned, — al 
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fint  abridgiDgy  and  at  length  wholly  mterdicthig,  my  e^ 
walks ;  and  having  no  other  place  to  which  to  retire,  save  th» 
dark,  gousty  hay4oft,  into  which  a  light  was  never  admitted, 
I  had  to  seek  the  shelter  of  the  barrack,  aod  succeeded  usually 
in  finding  a  seat  within  at  least  fight  of  the  fire.  The  place 
was  gready  over^»x>wded ;  and,  as  in  all  over-large  companies^ 
it  had  commonly  its  four  or  five  groupes  of  talkers,  each  group 
furnished  with  a  topic  of  its  own.  The  elderly  men  spoke 
about  the  state  of  the  markets,  and  speculated,  in  especial,  on 
the  price  of  oatmeal;  the  apprentices  talked  about  lasses; 
while  knots  of  intermediate  age  discussed  occasionally  both 
markets  and  lasses  too,  or  spoke  of  old  companions,  their  pe- 
culiarities and  history,  or  expatiated  on  the  adventures  of 
former  work  seasons,  and  the  character  of  the  neighboring 
lairds.  Politics  proper  I  never  heard.  During  the  whole 
season  a  newspaper  never  once  entered  the  barrack  door.  At 
times  a  song  or  a  story  secured  the  attention  of  the  whole  bar- 
rack ;  and  there  was  in  especial  one  story-teller  whose  powers 
of  commanding  attention  were  very  great.  He  was  a  middle- 
aged  Highlander,  not  very  skilful  as  a  worianan,  and  bat  in- 
differently provided  with  English ;  and  as  there  usuaUy  at- 
taches a  nickname  to  persons  in  the  humbler  walks  that  are 
marked  by  any  eccentricity  of  character,  he  was  better  known 
among  his  brother  workmen  as  Jock  Mo-ghoal,  t.  e,  John  my 
Darling,  than  by  his  proper  name.  Of  all  Jock  Mo-ghoal's 
stories  Jock  Ho-ghoal  was  himself  the  hero ;  and  certainly 
most  wonderful  was  the  invention  of  the  man.  As  recorded 
sn  his  narratives,  his  life  was  one  long  ^ic  poem,  fiUed  with 
strange  and  startling  adventure,  and  furnished  with  an  extras 
ordinary  machinery  of  the  wild  and  supernatural ;  and  though 
all  knew  that  Jock  made  Imagination  suf^ly,  in  his  histories, 
the  place  of  memory,  not  even  Ulysses  or  iEneas, — men  who, 
unless  very  much  indebted  to  their  poets,  must  have  been  of  a 
edmilar  turn, — could  have  attracted  more  notice  at  the  courts 
of  Alcinous  or  Dido,  than  Jock  in  the  barrack.  The  work- 
men  used,  on  the  mornings  after  his  greater  narrativea,  to  look 
one  another  fiill  in  the  &oe»  and  ask,  with  a  smile  rather  in* 
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<^ent  ifaan  Mfy  manifest^  whether  ^  Jock  was  na  perfect! j 
wonderfu'  last  nichtl" 

He  had  several  times  visited  the  south  of  Scotland,  as  one 
of  a  band  of  Highland  reapers,  for  employment  in  his  proper 
profession  very  often  £uled  poor  Jock ;  and  these  journeys 
formed  the  grand  occasions  of  his  adventures.  One  of  his  nar* 
ratives  commenced,  I  remember,  with  a  frightful  midnight 
scene  in  a  solitary  churchyard.  Jock  had  lost  his  way  in  the 
darkness;  and,  after  stumbling  among  burial-mounds,  and 
tombstones,  he  had  toppled  into  an  open  grave,  which  was  of 
a  depth  so  profoond,  that  for  some  time  he  fkiled  to  escape 
from  it,  and  merely  pulled  down  upon  himself  in  his  attempts 
to  dimb  its  loose  sides,  musty  skulls  and  great  thigh-bones, 
asd  pieces  of  decayed  coffins.  At  length,  however,  he  did 
sueoeed  in  getting  out,  just  as  a  party  of  unscrupulous  resur- 
rectionists were  in  the  act  of  entering  the  burying-ground ;  and 
they,  naturally  enough  preferring  an  undecayed  subject  that 
had  tiie  life  in  it  to  preserve  it  fresh,  to  dead  corpses  the  worse 
for  the  keeping,  gave  him  chase ;  and  it  was  with  the  extrem- 
est  difficulty  that,  after  scudding  over  wild  moors  and  throu^ 
daik  woods,  he  at  l^igth  escaped  them  by  deming  himself  in 
a  fox-earth.  Hie  season  of  autumnal  labor  over,  he  visited 
Edinbur^  on  his  way  north ;  and  was  passing  along  the  High 
Street,  when,  seeing  a  Highland  girl  on  the  opposite  side  with 
whom  he  was  intimate,  and  whom  he  afterwards  married, 
he  strode  across  to  address  her,  and  a  chariot  coming  whirling 
along  the  street  at  the  time  at  full  speed,  he  was  struck  by 
tiie  pole  and  knocked  down.  The  blow  had  taken  him  full 
on  the  chest;  but  though  the  bone  seemed  injured,  and  the 
integuments  became  frightfully  swollen  and  livid,  he  was  able 
to  get  up;  and,  on  asking  to  be  shown  the  way  to  a  surgeon's 
shop,  his  aoquamtance  the  girl  brought  him  to  an  under- 
ground room  in  one  of  the  narrow  lanes  off  the  street,  which, 
save  for  tiie  light  of  a  great  fire,  would  have  been  pitch-dark 
at  mid-day,  and  in  which  he  found  a  little  wrinkled  old 
woman,  as  yellow  as  the  smoke  that  filled  the  apartment. 
^Qiooie"  said  the  hag,  as  she  IcAeA  at  tiie  mjured  part. 
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^  one  of  two  iMngs, — a  eure  slov  bat  rare,  or  sadden  bi^  left* 
perfect.  Or  shall  I  put  back  the  hurt  altogether  till  yoa  get 
homer  ^Ib^,  that,"  said  Jo<^;  "if  I  went  ance  borne  I 
oonld  bear  it  well  e&ou<&"  The  hag  began  ^  pass  het  hand 
over  the  injured  part,  and  to  mutter  under  her  breath  some 
potent  diarm;  and  as  she  muttered  and  manipulated,  the 
swelling  graduallj  subl^ided,  and  the  lirid  tints  blanched,  ^ 
at  l^igth  nought  remained  to  tell  g£  the  recent  aedd^ttt  save 
a  pale  spot  in  the  middle  of  the  breast,  surrounded  by  a  Hoead- 
19(6  eircle<^  blue.  And  now,  she  siudy  you  are  w^  fi>r1^ee 
weeks ;  but  be  prepared  for  the  fourtli.  Jook  proseeufed  hia 
Borthward  journey,  and  enooimtered  the  usoid  amoimt  of  ad^ 
Tenftiire  by  the  way.  He  was  attached  by  robbers,  but,  as* 
siflliaBoe  ooming  up,  he  succeeded  in  beath^  them  off.  He  losi 
his  way  in  a  thick  mist,  but  found  shelter,  after  many  hours^ 
wandering  fiur  among  the  hills,  in  a  deserted  shepherd's  ^elin'. 
He  was  nearly  buried  in  a  suddai  snow-stonn  that  brc^ce  out 
by  night,  but,  getting  into  the  middle  of  a  cooped-up  flodc  €£ 
dbeep,  they  kept  him  warm  and  comfortable  amid  tbe  vast 
irift-wreatfas,  till  the  light  of  morning  enabled  him  to  prose* 
oute  his  journey.  At  length  he  reached  home,  aiid  was  pros^ 
eating  his  ordinary  ayocati<»is,  when  the  third  wec&  came  to 
a  dose;  and  he  was  en  a  lonbly  mow  at  the  very  hour  he  had 
meet  with  tlie  aoddent  on  the  High  Street,  when  he  suddenly 
heard  the  distant  rattle  of  a  chariot,  though  not  a  shadow  of 
llie  Telnele  was  to  be  seen ;  the  sounds  came  bearing  down 
upon  Mm,  heightening  as  lliey  approached,  and,  when  at  the 
loudest^  a  TiolMit  blow  on  the  breast  prostrated  him  on  the 
moor.  The  stroke  of  the  High  Street  ^  hadeome  bade,"  ^st 
as  the  wise  woman  had  said  it  would,  though  witb  aoeom- 
panimonts  that  Sock  had  not  anticipated,  ft  was  witii  diffi* 
enl^  he  readied  his  cottage  that  e^raiing ;  and  thore  dapsed 
Mly  six  wedEs  ere  he  was  able  to  quit  it  again.  Buch,  in  its 
ontlioes,  was  one  of  the  marvellous  narratives  of  Jock  Mo- 
ghoal.  He  belonged  to  a  curious  dass,  known  by  spedm^ 
in,  I  suppose,  almost  every  looality,efiqpedally  in  the  more  pffim» 
litiie  one8r--^r^th»  smaort  vidkmle  oMnmon  in  the  artifidfti 
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0M»»of  flodefy  greatly  stant  tiieir  growth ;  and  in  our  literal 
ture, — as  represented  by  the  BobadOs,  Young  WOdingi^ 
Caleb  Baiderstona,  and  Baron  MuncbausenB, — ^they  hold  a 
|»ominent  place.  .  The  class  is  to  be  found  of  very  genwal 
development  among  the  vagabond  tribes.  I  have  listened  to 
wonderful  personal  narratives  that  had  not  a  word  oi  truth  in 
them  ^  from  gipsies  brown  in  summer  glades  that  bask,"  as  I 
took  my  seat  beside  their  fire,  in  a  wild  rock-cave  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Rosemarkie,  or  at  a  later  period  in  the  cave  of 
Marcus ;  and  in  getting  into  conversation  with  individuak  of 
the  nunre  th<HOughly  lapsed  dasses  of  our  large  towns,  I  have 
ifound  that  a  &culty  of  extemporary  &brication  was  almost 
iJie  only  (me  which  I  could  calculate  on  finding  among  tiiem  in 
A  state  of  vigorous  activity.  That  in  some  cases  the  propo^ 
sity  should  be  found  co-existing  with  superior  oalibne  and  m^ 
quirement,  and  with  even  a  sense  of  honor  by  no  means  very 
obtuse,  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  strauge  anomaliea 
which  so  often  surprise  and  perplex  the  student  of  human 
eharaeter.  As  a  misdirected  toe4iail,  injured  by  pressuDa, 
sometimes  turns  round,  and,  reentering  the  fiedi,  vexes  it 
into  a  sore,  it  would  seem  as  if  that  noble  inventive  &calty 
to  whidi  we  owe  the  parable  and  the  epic  poem,  waa  liaUe, 
when  constrained  by  self-love,  to  similar  misdireetiona ;  and 
certainly,  when  turned  inwards  upon  its  posses8<M*,  the  moral 
character  festers  or  grows  callous  around  it. 

There  was  no  <»ie  in  the  barrack  with  whom  I  oared  much 
to  converse,  or  who,  in  turn,  cared  much  to  converse  with  me ; 
and  so  I  learned,  on  the  occasion  when  the  company  got  dull 
and  hrcke  up  into  groupes,  to  retire  to  the  hay-li^  where  I 
slept,  and  pass  there  whole  hours  seated  on  my  chest.  The 
loil  was  a  vast  apartment,  some  fifly  or  sixty  feet  in  length, 
irith  its  naked  rafters  raised  little  more  than  a  man's  height 
over  the  floor ;  but  in  the  starlit  nights,  wh^i  the  op^iinga  in 
the  wall  assumed  the  character  of  square  patdbes  of  darkness* 
visible  stamped  upon  utter  darkness,  it  looked  quite  as  well 
as  any  other  unlighted  place  that  could  not  be  seen ;  and  in 
•ighta  brightened  by  the  moon,  the  pale  beonia^  which  fouiMl 
10 
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•fe  opening  and  tierioM^  wtmA&te^  ito  ^ 

picturesque  enough  for  ghoets  to  walk  in.  But  I  nerer  saw 
any ;  and  the  only  sounds  I  heard  were  those  made  by  the 
hoBKS  in  the  stable  below,  champing  and  snorting  over  their 
£>od.  lliey  were,  I  doubt  not,  happy  enough  in  their  daik 
stalls,  because  they  were  horses,  and  had  plenty  to  eat;  and 
J  was  at  times  quite  happy  enough  in  the  dark  loft  above,  be- 
mam  I  was  a  man,  and  oould  think  and  imagine.  It  is,  I  bf0- 
lieve,  Addison  who  remarks,  that  if  all  tte  ^Mfo^s  whieii 
pass  through  man's  minds  were  to  be  made  public,  the  great 
idifirenee  which  seems  to  exist  between  the  thinking  of  the 
wise  and  <^lhe  unwise  woidld  be  a  good  deal  reduced ;  seeing 
lliat  it  is  a  difference  which  does  not  consist  in  their  not  har- 
ing  the  same  weak  thoughts  in  common,  but  merely  in  the 
ftudsBOS  through  which  the  wise  suppress  their  foolisb^nies.. 
I  stilf  possess  notes  of  the  cogitaticms  of  these  solkmry  even- 
nlngs,  ample  enough  to  show  that  ^ej  were  extraordinary 
ooiabinalanns  of  the  &lse  and  the  true ;  but  I  at  the  same  time 
hold  them  saffiewnily  m  memory  to  rBmember,  that  I  soax^a, 
if  at  all,  distinguished  between  what  was  &ise  and  true  in 
ihem  at  the  time.  The  literature  of  almost  every  people  has 
ftecnret^piondiag  early  stsge,  in  which  fresh  thinking  is  mingled 
with  little  ooneeits,  and  in  which  the  taste  is  nsuaUy  Mm,  but 
the  feeling  true. 

Let  me  present  my  younger  readers,  &om  my  notes,  with 
IhewKfymuAy  eompounded  eo^tations  of  one  of  these  quiet 
evenings.  What  formed  so  long  ago  one  of  my  exeneises  bm^ 
now  form  one  of  theirs,  if  they  but  set  themselves  to  separate 
the  solid  from  the  unsolid  thinking  contained  in  my  abstract. 

HUSmGS. 

HilM  flroM  Coma  aide},  Md  ooMftod,  wbw  SMff«k  tbe  oealroor  a  wU»  d^^ 
•fly  miles  ta<llHDMtor.     I  can  ttai  caU  iqp  ita  lougihedgad  tea  •f  hUlS)  with  tha^daar 
blue  flrmament  arching  over,  and  the  alant  rays  of  the  setting  san  gleamii^  athwart. 
Tm»  <nr«r  thflft  olRiite  asM.  Ally  uillaa  aeraai,  Iha  Sraaa^ 

^aaawatafaglaaieloaeanMnd  thadiafrfilataorthewateh.    Skji 
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TkooMBda  of  qpfltema  »eemed  iMit  o«miMiiMtrat«  to  tbe  eye  with  •  ■sail  d]^ 
tfici  of  earth  fifty  miles  each  way.  But  capacious  as  the  haauu  iiiiagliiaCte« 
has  been  deemed,  caa  ft  ooncelTe  of  ao  area  of  wider  field  f  Mtan  «■► 
not  My  mind  camot  take  to  mole  ci  a  glanoe,  if  I  nay  so  apaak^  Ihaa  la 
iikam  to  »y  Hie  eye^  I  eaoBot  ooacelve  of  a.  wider  area  than  that  whkk 
Oie  sight  conmaads  from  tlie  summit  of  a  lofty  emtoeooa.  I  can  pass  to  Im^ 
agination  through  many  such  areas.  I  can  add  field  to  field  m<  in^nitmm; 
and  thus  eoueefte  of  inflBlte  ipsee,  by  ooneelviiig  of  a  spaae  wMeh  mm  ka 
laflnlteiy  added  to ;  ftttt  an  of  space  fhat  I  can  tato  to  at  ana  psDtfsai  li  m 
funea  eomneosorato  witti  that  ambneed  at*  a  glance  by  the  eye.  How,  tba% 
have  I  my  conception  of  Uie  earth  as  a  wholes— of  the  solar  system  as  a  wholes 
— oaf,  of  many  systems  as  a  whole?  Just  as  I  hare  my  ooneeptioos  of  a  school* 
globd  or-of  «B  Orrery,— by  dfanteution.  It  Is  tfaroagb  tka  dtorinmfon  toHneaJ  by 
dMaMe  ttott  tte  Atereal  heaMBs  only  o»«gctaBd,  aa  seat  fnm  the  to|p  ef  Tmh 
▲eWIlj,  with  a  portien  of  the  couaiies  of  Boss  and  Inremess.  The  apparent  area 
!»  the  same^  but  the  coloring  is  diflbient.  Our  ideas  of  greatnen,  then,  are  much 
less  dependent  on  actual  area  than  on  what  patoters  term  aSflal  paispwM'i^. 
Ae  dhnnestf  of  distonee  and  the  diataaCioB  of  parte  ava  < 


.  *^  Of  the  TUffioua  figures  praseated  to  me  here,  I  seize  strong  hold  of  but 
One.  I  brood  over  the  picture  of  the  solar  qrstem  conjured  up^  I  concelTa 
of  the  sateDites  aa  l^jM  shaUops  that  conttouaHy  Mil  round  heaivler  twrtH, 
■siA-  dAuMer  Inw  mMb  mom  M  spMe  titoy  must  travene  Mton  tfes  oita  to 
whfcfa:  they  are  attacihed.  The  efttire  syatem  ia  presented  to  ma  aa  an  Orrsif 
of  the  apparent  size  of  the  area  of  landscape  seen  flrom  the  hilRop;  bnl 
dimnesa  and  darkness  prevent  Uie  diminution  ftom  oommnnicaitog  that  i^ 
penmnee  of  Httleileai  to  toe  whole  wWh  wooM  attorti  to  it  warn  it,  Ml* 
tm.  aattol  Othk^  AMply  deOMRl  and  dear.  Aa  toe  ptotora  rissa  baAwa  toti 
the  entire  qrstem  seems  to  possess,  what  I  8uq)ect  it  wants,  its  atmosphere 
like  that  of  the  earth,  which  reflects  the  light  of  the  sun  to  the  dijfereni 
degrees  ot  excessive  brightness,— noon-tide  splendor,  the  (Unter  shadea  of  eveoK 
tog,  aafd  gray  Mriligfab  obaonrliy.  Hill  fell  of  ligbt  fa  thieUat  toWMifia  tob 
eantre  of  the  system ;  for  when  the  glance  rests  on  ita  edges,  the  aaaa  of 
other  lystems  may  be  seen  peeping  torougb.  I  see  Mercuiy  sparkling  to  the 
Bun,  with  its  oceans  of  molten  glass  and  its  fbnntains  of  liquid  gold.  I  see 
toe  lae  mountatoit  of  SMttm,  hoar  through  toe  twilight  I  behold  toe  earto 
rentog  upon  Itself;  from  darkness  to  light,  and  fh>m  light  to  daAnasa.  I 
aee  the  elooda  of  winter  settling  over  one  part  of  It,  wlto  toe  nether  mantle 
of  snew  shining  through  them;  I  see  to  another  a  brown,  duAy  waste  of 
sand  lighted  up  by  the  glow  of  summer.  One  ocean  appears  smooto  as  a  mlp' 
gaiV  totttoar  la  MmIc  with  Iflmpest*  I  sea  ttto  pyramid  ef  storia  whMi  eseh 
off  to*  ptonato  «aata  ihwm  its  darksBed  side  toto  the  space  behtod ;  and  I  par* 
aalf»th#  atocs  twfnkUng  through  each  opening,  as  through  the  angutor  doors  «r 

en  at  light  anglaa  wlto  the  ptato  to  wMch  Iha  i 


tmmt  iMfc  iftafc  vartH  bt  ilt  •qpMk  if  I  avw  It  in  tk*  «m  ^  4lM.#iaiMa 
Wbat  would  be  its  appearance  If  I  saw  it  edgewise?  There  arises  in  my  x&iMl 
OBe>of  those  oiioeitainties  which  so  fieqnently  oonviiice  me  that  I  am  igiM>> 
nak  I  eaoiiot  ffimplcto  my  pielare,  Ibr  I  do  not  k|K>w  whether  all  the  pfan- 
cta  MOTO  tm  one  plane.  How  determine  the  point?  A  ray  of  light  breaks 
in.  Hoaal  I  have  fonnd  it  If  the  courses  of  the  planets  as  seen  in  the 
heavens  form  parallel  lines,  then  must  they  all  move  in  one  plane;  and  etc« 
9end,  But  hold  I  That  Uroukt  be  as  seen  from  flw  snB,>-if  ttie  planeta  cmUt 
te  seen  Aim  the  sun.  The  earth  is  but  one  of  their  own  nvndiec,  and  from 
it  the  point  of  view  mmit  be  disadvantageous  Ibe  diurnal  motion  must  per- 
plex. But  no.  The  apparent  motion  of  the  heavens  need  not  disturb  the  ob- 
BO'vatioft.  Let  the  course  of  the  planets  through  the  fixed  stars  be  mailced, 
aid  thoagfa,  ft«m  the  peculiarity  of  the  point  of  observation,  their  motfon  may 
«t  (toe  time  asem  OMire  rapid,  and  at  another  more  slow,  yet  if  their  plane  he, 
aa  a  workman  would  say,  nit.  of  Upiaif  their  lines  will  seem  paralld.  Still  la 
some  doubt,  however:  I  long  for  a  glance  at  an  Orrery,  to  determine  the  point; 
and  then  I  remember  that  Feiguson,  an  untaught  man  fflce  mysdf,  had  made 
Mem  OrMries  than  any  one  else,  and  that  mechanloal  eoatrivancBi  ef  the  kiod. 
vane  the  aataral  recourse  of  a  man  uaskiUed  in  the  higher,  geomhtiy.  But  it 
would  be  better  to  be  a  mathematician  than  skilful  in  contriving  Orreries.  A 
man  of  the  Newtonian  cast  of  mind,  and  accomplished  in  the  NewtoiUan  learning^ 
eoald  solve  the  problem  where  I  sat,  without  an  Orrery. 

^Wnm  the  thl^  ooatem^ed,  I  paw  to  the  eoasidflnilioa  of  Hbe  wOoA, 
Wmt  aontenptatai.  O I  that  wonderful  Newtoo,  nqiecttag  whom  the  Rend^ 
man  inquired  whether  he  ate  and  slept  like  other  men.  I  consider  how 
tew  mind  excels  another  ;  nay,  how  one-  man  excels  a  thousMid  ;  and,  by^ 
way  of  IllttstFaUon,  I  bethink  me  of  the  mode  of  valtdng  diamonds.  A  singla 
diBBiaod'tfaat  aPelgha  afty  carats  is  deenMd  more  valuable. than  ttre  thoiMaail 
diaaiOBds  each  of  which  only  weighs  one.  My  Ulustnttion  refers  exdosiveljF 
to  the  native  powers  ;  but  may  It  not,  I  ask,  bear  also  on  the  acquisitioa 
of  knowledge?  Every  new  idea  added  to  the  stock  already  collected  is  a 
earat  aided  to  the  diamond ;  for  it  is  not  only  valuable  to  Haeli;  bat  it  ale» 
faiwistM  the  Talna  of  aU  the  ethen^  by  giving  to  each  of  ttiem  a  neir  BiriK 
Qt  aaaodatioii. 

**The  thought  links  itself  on  to  another,  mayhap  less  sound:  — Do  not  the 
minds  of  men  of  exalted  genius,  such  as  Homer,  Milton,  Shakspeare,  seem  to 
partake  of  aeaM  of  the  qualities  of  iaflaltade  T  Add  a  gneat  many  btiai* 
loflethar,  and  thor  AMtn  a  pyramid  as  huge  as  the  peak  of  Teaerlflb.  AdA 
all  the  eeouwoa  minds  together  that  the  world  ever  produced,  and  the  mioj& 
of  a  Shakspeare  towers  over  the  whole,  in  all  the  grandeur  of  unapproach- 
able infinity.  That  which  is  infinite  admits  of  neither  Increase  nor  diminu- 
tioa.  Is  it  not  so  with  genius  of  a  certain  aMtode  ?  Homer,  Milton,  Shaka- 
peare,  were  perhaps  men  of  equal  powers.  Homer  was,  it  is  said,  a  beg- 
gar ;  flhakspcare  an  illiterate  wool-comber ;  Milton  skilled  in  all  human  leam* 
tng.  But  they  have  all  risen  to  an  equal  height.  Learning  has  added  ao- 
lUag  to  the  iUimiUUe  genius  of  the  one ;  nor  has  the  want  ai  tt  detracted 
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■apper." 

I  Tiflited  ihepolieiesof  Coaoo  Houm  »  foUquarter  of »  oen- 

tury  after  this  time, — ^walked  round  the  kiln,  once  our  barradc, 
— sealed  the  outside  stcme-stair  of  the  hay-loft,  to  stand  for 
balf  a  minute  cm  the  spot  where  I  used  to  spend  whole  hours 
seated  on  my  chest,  so  long  befi>re ;  and  then  enjoyed  a  quiet 
stroll  among  the  woods  of  the  Conon.  Hie  river  was  big  in 
flood :  it  was  exactly  such  a  river  Conon  as  I  had  lost  sight  of 
in  the  winter  of  1821,  and  eddied  past  dark  and  heavy,  sweep- 
ing over  bulwariL  and  bank.  The  low-«tommed  alders  tiial 
rose  on  islet  and  mound  seemed  shorn  of  half  their  trunks  in 
the  tide ;  here  and  there  an  elastic  branch  bent  to  the  current, 
and  rose  and  bent  again ;  and  now  a  tuft  of  withered  heath 
came  floating  down,  and  now  a  soiled  vrreath  of  foam.  How 
vividly  the  past  rose  up  before  me ! — boyish  day-dreams,  for- 
gotten for  twenty  years, — the  fossils  of  an  early  formation 
of  mind,  prodnoed  at  a  period  wh^i  the  ataKMqphere  of  feeling 
was  warmer  than  now,  and  the  immaturities  of  the  mental 
kingdom  grew  rank  and  large,  like  the  ancient  cryptogamiay 
and  bore  no  i^>ecific  resemblance  to  the  productions  of  a  riper 
time.  Hie  season  1  had  passed  in  the  nei^borhood  so  long 
before, — the  first  I  had  anywhere  spent  among  strangers, — ^be- 
longed to  an  age  when  home  is  not  a  country,  nor  a  province 
even,  but  simply  a  little  spot  of  earth,  inhabited  by  friends  and 
xvlattves ;  and  die  verses,  long  forgotten,  in  which  my  joy  had 
found  vent  when  on  the  eve  of  returning  to  that  home,x»me 
chiming  as  freshly  into  my  memory  as  if  scarce  a  month  had 
passed  since  I  had  composed  them  beside  the  Cknion.  Here 
^ey  are,  with  all  the  green  juvenility  of  the  home^ckness 
still  about  them, — a  true  petrifaction  of  an  extinct  feeling : 

TO  TBS  COirON. 

Conon,  fiilr  flowed  thy  mountain  streao), 
Throogh  blossomed  heath  and  ripening  field. 

When,  shrunk  by  sommer's  fervid  beam. 
Thy  peacefol  wayes  I  first  beheld. 


SM  nr  MMOU  jun>  wsowiUflrKBS.; 


When  kvv«gfc'»  HiirtliAd  feMt  was  nigh,— 
When,  hioaebornw,  wtth  thy  boaner  roar 
Came  minfUvg  fwaat  the  napen' ay. 

But  now  I  mark  thy  angry  wsto 

Rnah  headlong  to  the  atormy  sea; 
Wlktly  the  blaato  of  winter  rare, 

Sad  nutling  through  the  leafleae  tree. 
Loose  on  its  spray  the  alder  leaf 

Hangs  wsTering^  trembling,  sear  and  brown ; 
And  dark  thy  eddies  whiri  beneath, 

And  white  thy  foam  comes  floating  down. 

Iliy  banks  with  withered  shrobs  are  spread ; 

Thy  fields  confess  stem  winter's  reign ; 
And  gleams  yon  thorn  with  berries  red, 

Like  banner  on  a  rayaged  plain. 
Hark !  ceaseless  groans  the  leafless  wood ; 

Hark !  ceaseless  roan  thy  stream  below ; 
Ben-Valchard's  pealn  are  daik  with  chrad; 

Ben-WeaTis'  crest  is  white  with  snow. 

And  yet,  though  red  thy  stream  comes  down,-^ 

Though  bleak  th'  encircling  hills  appear,— 
Thoogh  field  be  bare,  and  forest  brown, 

And  winter  rale  the  waning  year,— 
UnmoT'd  I  see  each  charm  decay, 

Unmoum'd  the  sweets  of  antomn  die ; 
And  fiuling  flower  and  leafless  spray 

Ck>urt  all  in  rain  the  thoughtful  sigh. 

Not  that  duU  grief  delights  to  see 

Vex'd  Nature  wear  a  kindred  gloom ; 
Not  that  she  smiled  in  vain  lo  me. 

When  gaily  prankM  in  summer's  bloom. 
Nay,  much  I  lov'd,  at  even  tide, 

Through  Brahan*s  lonely  woods  to  stray. 
To  mark  thy  peaceful  billows  glide, 

And  watch  the  8un*s  declining  ray. 

But  yet,  though  roird  thy  billows  fair 

As  ere  rolPd  those  of  classic  stream,— 
Though  green  thy  woods,  now  dark  and  bare^ 

BaskM  beauteous  in  the  western  beam ; 
To  mark  a 'scene  that  childhood  loved. 

The  anxious  eye  was  tumM  in  vain ; 
Nor  could  I  find  the  friend  approved. 

That  shaFd  my  Joy  or  soothed  my  pain. 


OR,  TBX  ffTMT  W  MY  XMCATKHr.  Mt 


Now  wfarter  reigu :  fkaMhflt  no  muf 

Shall  itenily  boand  mf  wudons  Tloir; 
Soon,  bent  my  eoune  to  Croma's  riiore^ 

Shall  I  yon  windinfr  path  pwvDO. 
Faiier  than  k«r$  gay  soramer't  glow 

To  me  there  wintry  storms  shall  seem : 
Then  blow,  ye  bitter  breezes,  blow, 

And  lash  the  Conon's  moontain  stream  I 
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CHAPTER   XI. 

**  The  bonodliig  pulse,  the  languid  limb, 
TiM  changing  splrit't  rite  and  fillip— 
W«  know  that  tiMie  w«n  fett  fay  kin, 
For  IhawaM  Ctft  Iqr  aU." 

HOMTOOllimT. 

Thk  apprentioeship  of  my  friend  William  Boss  had  expired 
during  the  working  season  of  tMs  year,  when  I  was  engaged 
at  Conon-side ;  and  he  was  now  living  in  his  mother's  oottage 
in  the  parish  of  Nigg,  on  the  Ross-shire  side  of  the  Cromarty 
Frith.  And  so,  with  the  sea  between  us,  we  oooM  no  longer 
meet  every  evening  as  before,  or  take  long  night-walks  among 
the  woods.  I  crossed  the  Frith,  however,  and  spent  one  happy 
day  in  his  society,  in  a  little,  low-roofed  domidle,  with  a  foae- 
roughened  ravine  on  the  one  side,  and  a  dark  fir-wood  oa  tiw 
other;  and  which,  though  picturesque  and  interestii^  as  a 
cottage,  must,  I  fear,  have  been  a  very  uncomfortable  homeL 
His  &ther,  whom  I  had  not  before  seen,  was  sitting  beside  the 
fire  asl  entered.  In  all  except  expression  he  was  wonderftdly 
like  my  friend ;  and  yet  he  was  one  of  the  most  vapid  men  I 
ever  knew, — ^a  man  literally  without  an  idea^  and  ahnost  witli- 
out  a  recollection  or  a  &ct.  And  my  j&iend's  mother,  Uigh^ 
she  showed  a  certam  kindliness  of  dispomtion  which  hot  hu9* 
band  wanted,  was  loquacious  and  weak.  Had  my  quondam 
acquaintance,  the  vigorous-minded  maniac  of  Ord,  seen  WO- 
Ham  and  his  parents,  she  would  have  triumj^iantiyrsfeiMdto 
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them  in  evidence  that  Flavel  and  the  Sdioolmen  were  wholly 
in  the  right  in  holding  that  souls  are  not  ^  derived  through 
parental  traduction." 

My  friend  had  much  to  show  me :  he  had  made  an  inter- 
esting series  of  water-color  sketches  of  the  old  castles  of  the 
neighboriiood,  and  a  very  elaborate  set  of  drawings  of  what 
are  known  as  the  Runic  obelisks  of  Boss :  he  had  made  some 
first  attempts,  too,  in  oil-painting ;  but  though  his  drawing 
was,  as  usual,  correct,  there  was  a  deadness  and  want  of 
transparency  about  his  coloring,  which  characterized  all  hit 
after  attempts  in  the  same  department,  and  which  was,  I  sua* 
pect,  the  result  of  some  such  deficiency  in  his  perceptions  of 
the  harmonies  of  color  as  that  which,  in  another  department 
of  sense,  made  me  so  insensible  to  the  harmonies  of  sound* 
His  drawings  of  &e  obelisks  were  of  suigular  interest  Not 
only  have  the  thirty  years  whidi  have  since  elapsed  exerted 
fiieir  dilapidating  efi^t  on  all  the  originals  from  which  he  drew, 
but  <»ie  of  the  number— liie  most  entire  of  the  group  at  that 
time--*4ias  been  since  almost  wholly  destroyed ;  and  so,  what  he 
was  th^Qi  able  to  do  there  can  be  no  such  opportunity  of  doing 
again*  Further,  his  representatic^is  of  the  sculptured  (Hrna* 
ments,  instead  of  being  (what  those  of  artists  too  ofl^i  are) 
Bftece  picturesque  approximations,  were  true  in  every  curve  and 
lue.  He  told  me  he  had  spent  a  fortnight  in  tracing  out  the 
ittviolved  mathematiQal  figures — curves,  cirdes,  and  right  line«| 
•-K>n  wiiieh  the  intricate  fretwork  of  one  of  tbe  obelisks  was 
fovyiedf  and  in  making  separate  drawings  of  eadi  oompart- 
Hient,  before  commencing  his  draught  of  the  entire  stone. 
Andv  looking  with  the  eye  of  &  stone-cutter  at  hispreUminary 
aJaetehes^  fieom  the  first  meagre  lines  that  formed  the  ground- 
mwk  of  some.involved  and  difficult  knot,  to  the  elaborate  knot 
itait^'l  saw  ikaty  with  such  a  series  of  drawings  before  me,  I 
Buyaelf  could  leacn  to  cut  Bun&c  obelisks,  in  ail  the  integrity 
«f  the  complex  ancient  style,  in  less  than  a  fortnight.  My 
Aiend.  had  formed  some  striking  and  original  views  regarding 
the/thsok^  represented  by  symbol  oa  these  ani»ent  stones,-*- 
at-thitstinie  ragssded  as  BuniOi  but  now  held  to  be^satfaer  of 
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poitflitaad  itroDglj  velieTed  aide,  diere  ahraysocBoiv  aiv9» 
crofl^  Ttidier  of  the  Gi^^  than  of  tihe  Rainan  type,  and  BMU^  J 
daboratelj  wiDiii^into  »  fi«t(irork,oaiaposed  of  niTViai^  of 
■■kM,  ffaiMd  m  aome  of  tliB  ocnapartmants  over  hakftffjhienm 
MsemliliBg  appln.    In  one  of  the  BoaMhire  obe3i8ha» — Aa* 
of  Shadwiok  in  tlia  pariah  of  Nigg^—^hecroaaiaeiitireijcoai* 
paaadof  liiaae  appk^l&e,  anake^wvered  pnotnbeniBfies ;  and 
iiiiaa  the  befirf  of  mj  fiiend,  that  die  cwiguial  idea.€if  the 
wkole,  aad,  Whead,  tiha  flwdamentid  idea  of  this  aehe<^  of 
aan^itaae,  was  exBtiAj  iktA  sa  emphalicaHy  laid  dawa  by  Mil^ 
taaia  die«pMBg  aigmncat  c^hia  poein,*-HSkan's  Mi  o^nboJU 
iMd  bf  the  serpeota  and  ihb  upplWj  and  the  great  aign  oi  hia 
leatoratioD,  by  the  cross.    But  in  order  to  indkarte  lliat  to  tha 
Bivfoe  Mn,  iAm  Bealorer,  the  cross  itedf  was  a  eoDaa^paenoe 
ef  Ito  Pally  even  it  was  coTend  overwkh  symbofeoftha 
eveoit^and^iBaBeeitrioaB  i^wsmeBybiHltiipeftheaBa*    itvaa 
tkB  I— kiis  and  ii;>ples  tiMt  had  iwed,  i.  #.  randered  impem*: 
tlva)  the  oroes.    My  fnend  farther  xeauirind,  that  &oiikthia 
idea  a  sovt  of  firetwaik  had  origiaated,  which  seeBoad 
\  modem  in  some  of  its  speoiai«as  tiian  the  daboratalyk 
eaWNsd  snakes  sad  stn»^ly-relieTad  iq^fdes,  bat  in  which  tiia 
twiadflgaof  the  one  and  die  drenlar  outlines  of  the  otfaaia 
ndght  be  disdnedy  traced ;  aad  diat  it  seemed  nldmafcdy  to 
htfm  paawDd  from  a  symbcd  into  a  mere  omamffltt^  aa^  m 
eafftier  Intances,  Meroglyphie  pietaies  had  passed  into  maiaap* 
binary  i^is  or  charaetenu    HmowBoKswbatBH^  faedKN^;hft 
of  the  theesy  of  William  Boss;  but  when,  in  visiting,  seank 
at  yearn  i^,  the  aaeient  nana  of  iona,  I  mavked,  <ak  the  nun 
aaeiiat  crosssa,  die  snakes  aad  afpaiaat  appke,  and  dwaaaw 
hsia  the  aame  oombhiation  of  fignres  appeased  as  mere  oomn 
bmMsI  fretworic  on  some  of  the  later  tombs,  1  regaedad  iti  as 
mors  pfobably  the  right  one  tinn  any  of  the  oibBn  I  haro 
yet  seen  braached  on  this  sabject.     I  £aed  wAl  my  hmA 
tkisdayonpetetoeBandsalt^iaakedby  a  jug  <tf  water  ;iiea 
were  ^  potatoes  by  any  means  very  good  oaes^  ImtJ^^ 
Anoel  theenly  artMe  of  ibod  in  dia. 
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BBkad  now*  dined  md  bMkflMtod  upon  iksm,  lift  mM^At 
uMcial  weeks  togetfier ;  bnt  tibongk  not  yery  Mnag^btuung, 
t&ey  kept  in  fiie  speak  of  lift ;  end  ke  had  saved  up  mooef 
eaougktoeany  bam  to  the  eottdi  of  Seotkuid  intke  tpringi 
wkeeiehetrasled  toftideoipbyineiit  A  poor  firiendleae  kd 
of  geiBsaa,  dOuting  kici  thin  onnsnmptive  blood  on  had  polar 
toaaad  inter,  and  at  the  eame  time  anticqwrfing  Ite  laikoni 
of  our  aattqaanan  soeietieBi  by  his  elaborate  and  tralihid 
diaxrk^of  an  jnterealuig  okas  e£  natkmai  andqnitieai  mwl 
bo  T^gaiided  aa  a  mekmckdj  object  of  ooBAw^UHkm ;  b«l 
nodi  hiqpiBW  geniuaeB  there  an  kt  everjr  i^  kk  wkiok  art  m 
eaiftiFiited and  Uteratim  kas  its  admirera;  and  Agkkm^ 
zBsdeat  aadretiriag  ki  their  natwroB,  theworid  raraljiunla 
tkem  oat  in  time. 

i'lboad  empl^rBciettt  enough  fiNT  my  kMMre  daring  thia  win- 
tar  in  my  books  and  walks,  end  m  my  Unole  Janea's  wi^b* 
skiDp ;  which,  now  tJait  Unde  James  had  no  longer  tx>  Jeolnra 
iBvaboot  my  Latin,  and  my  earelessaeas  as  a  scholar  in  gsnarali 
wsBs  airaary  pleanawt  ptoee,  wheren  great  deal  of  semd  resaarit 
and  eoBttUentinfoimnfcionwero  always  to  be  had.  llierewae 
another  dwelling  in  the  neigkboi^ood  in  whieh  I  sometimes 
spent  a  not  lapieasant  hour.  It  was  a  damp  uade^gronnd 
iwnn,  inksbited  by  a  foot  old  woman  who  bad  coaoB  to  the 
townfiromaoountry  parish  in  the  previous  year,  bnagiag  with 
kar  anusarafaly  deformed  lad,  her  son,  who,  thoiiigh  now  tuned 
of  twenty,  more  resembled,  save  m  hn  head  and  fimoy  n  bey  <xf 
tcn^  andidio'was  so  helpless  a  oripple,  that  he  could  not  OKMre 
fipora  off  his  seat  ^  Foot  lame  Dsnie,"  aa  he  waa  tarmn^ 
wna,  notwithstandkig  the  hard  measure  dealt  him  by  nature^ 
an  afvoatempered,  kindly-dispoaltiimed  lad,  end  was^in  eenae 
qnanoe,  a  great.&vonte  with  the  young  people  m  tiie  neigk 
borfaood,  espeoially  with  the  hmnbly  tau^t  young  wonam^ 
wiio*^tegarding  him  simply  m  an  intelligenoe,  ooupled  watk 
sympiahies,  that  eonld  write  letfecs&--^ised  to  find  him  employe 
ment,  whiek  he  liked  not  a  little,  aa  a  sort  of  amanuensis  and 
advamtvgeiMralintkeirafiairsoftkehMVt.  Bkhsrdsctt  tetts 
that  Jia  kanond  lawirite  kia  Pamela  by  tke  posatiea  haaor 
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fused  in  wrilwf  loveJettoit,  Vbea  a  Tcny  yotaif  laA,  fteWtf 
a  80bpe  lov«-siok  females,  wlio  trusted  and  employfA  jboou 
^Poor  Dafiie,^'  though  he  bore  on  a  ekekton  body,  wholly 
UBfuinidied  with  mnade,  a  biain  of  the  average  mm  and  ao* 
tintj,  was  not  horn  to  be  a  novelist ;  but  he  had  the  neoptwa 
ly  materials  in  abundance;  and,  though  seearet  enough  to 
8llhiBOth6raoquaintanoe,I,who  cared  not  a  great  deal  aboirt 
Ae  matter,  might,  I  found,  have  as  many  of  his  expeBsenoea 
as  I  pkased.  I  enjoyed  among  my  eompanions  the  vqautar 
tion  of  being  what  they  termed  ^^ckneinanded;''  and  fisMs^ 
satisfied,  in  some  sort,  that  I  deserved  the  dHiraeter,  aeeBoed 
to  find  it  a  veliaf  to  roll  over  upon  my  shoulders  tike  great 
weight  cf  oonfidenoe  whioh,  rather  liberaUy,  as  woidd  a^on^ 
fbr  his  comfort,  had  been  laid  upon  his  own.  It  is  jecotiMI 
of  himself  by  Bums,  that  he  "  felt  as  much  j^easure  in  beii^ 
in  iAm  secret  of  half  the  loves  of  the  parish  of  Tarb^^ten,  aa 
ever  did  statesman  hi  knowing  the  intr^ues  of  half  tiba 
Oourts  of  Einrope. "  And,  writing  to  jyr.  Moore,  he  adds  that 
it  was  ^ with  difficulty"  his  pen  was  ^'restrained  from  giving 
him  a  couple  of  paragraphe  on  the  love^idventttres  of  his  com- 
pe«^  the  huml^e  inmates  of  the  ferm-houae  and  eotfcage»'* 
I,  on  the  other  hand,  bore  my  confidence  sobediy  enough,  nod 
kept'tliem  safe  and  very  elo8e,*-«regarding  myself .  as  mere^ 
a  sort  <o€  badt-yard  of  mind,  m  which  Dante  mi^  st^re  up 
at  pleasure  the  predous  commodities  entrusted  to  hia  oharfe^ 
whiddt,  ftom  want  of  stowage,  it  cumbered  him  to  Iceep^  hat 
Irtileh  were  his  property,  not  mine.  Aud  thoagh,  I  daresayy 
I  oould  stHl  fill  more  than  ^'  a  couple  of  paragraphs  "  with  tha 
l^ve-affidra  of  townswomeo,  some  <^  whose  daaghtess  w«s<a 
ofifented  and  married  tm  years  ago,  I  feel  no  inelinatifln  whaa^ 
cfVer,  ai^ftfr  havii^  kept  their  secrets  so  long,  to  begin  bkhbing 
liiem  now.  Danie  kept  a  dmft4)oard,  and  used  to  take  a 
pride  in  beating  all  his  neighbors ;  but  m  a  short  4dme-  ho 
taught  me — too  palpably  to  his  chagrin<*--to  beat  himself;  and 
finding  tlie  game  a  ra^er  engrosBiag  one  besides,  and  no^ 
cuin^  to  look  on  the  woe-begone  espression  lliat  used  ta 
olcu#  ^  meek  pale  feoe  of  my=  poor  aequainlaiioe,  efwy^ 


oi^  tat  8MBT  or  irr  bdttoation;        215 

ttxnd  M  finmd  kls  men  swept  oflT  the  board  or  eooped  up  into 

a    corner,  I  gare  up  drafts,  the  only  game  of  the  kind  of 

'Wii^ch  I  ever  knew  anything,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 

sooceeded  in  unlearning  pretty  completely  all  the  moves.    1% 

appeiu^  wonderful  that  the  processes  essential  to  life  oould 

luive  been  carried  on  in  so  miserable  a  piece  of  frame-work 

as  ^e  person  of  poor  Danie :  it  was  simply  a  human  skdeton 

"bent  double,  and  covered  with  a  saUow  skin.     But  they  were 

not  carried  on  in  it  long.    About  eighteen  months  after  the 

first  commencement  of  our  acquaintanoe,  when  I  was  many 

miles  vway,  he  was  seized  by  a  sudden  illness,  and  died  in  a 

ftw  hours.    I  have  seen,  in  even  our  better  woiks  of  fiotion, 

less  interasting  characters  portrayed  than  poor,  gentle«pirited 

Danie,  die  love-depository  of  the  young  dames  of  the  village ; 

and  I  learned  a  thing  or  two  in  his  school. 

It  was  not  until  after  several  weeks  of  the  woridng  season 
had  passed,  that  my  master's  great  repugnance  to  doing  nothing 
overcame  his  almost  equally  great  repugnance  again  to  seek 
work  as  a  journeyman.  At  length,  however,  a  life  of  inac^ 
.  tivity  became  wholly  intolerable  to  him ;  and,  applying  to  his 
ibrmer  employer,  he  was  engaged  on  the  previous  terms,— 
ftiU  wages  for  himself,  and  a  very  small  allowance  for  his  ap« 
praitice,  who  was  now,  however,  recognized  as  the  readier  and 
nore'slDlikl  stonecutter  of  the  two.  In  cutting  mouldings  of 
^le  more  difficult  kinds,  I  had  sometimes  to  take  the  old  man 
itnder  charge,  and  give  him  lessons  in  the  art,  from  which,' 
however,  he  had  become  rather  too  rigid  in  both  mind  and 
body  greatly  to  profit  We  both  returned  to  Gonon-side, 
whe^  tiiere  was  a  tall  dome  of  hewn  rock  to  be  erected  over 
the  main  archway  of  the  steading  at  which  we  had  heea  en- 
gaged during  the  previous  year;  and  as  few  of  the  workmen 
had  yet  assembled  on  the  spot,  we  succeeded  in  establishing 
oorselvra  as  inmates  of  the  barrack,  leaving  the  hay-loft,  with 
its  inferior  accommodation,  to  the  later-oomers.  We  con- 
structed for  ourselves  a  bed-frame  of  rough  slabs,  and  filled  it* 
with  hay ;  placed  our  chests  in  fr<mt  of  it ;  and,  as  the  rats 
mustered  by  thousands  in  tiie  piaoe,  suspended  our  sack  of 
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mtuitt}  bj  *  ropet,  firom  one  of  tlie  naked  spften,  si  ratJhar 
more  tium  ft  manV  height  over  the  floor.  And^  havii^  both 
pot  and  pitoher,  our  household  economy  was  complete.  Tbam^ 
resolved  not  to  forego  my  evenmg  walks,  I  had  determkied  to 
conform  also  to  every  practice  of  the  barrack ;  and  as  die 
worionen  drafted  fix>m  various  parts  of  the  country,  gnidcMMy 
increased  aronnd  us,  and  the  place  became  crowded,  I  soon 
found  myself  engaged  in  tte  roliddi^  barrack-life  of  the  nortie 
conntry  mason.  The  rats  were  somewhat  troublesome^  A 
comrade  who  sl^  in  the  bed  immediately  beside  ours  had 
one  <^  his  ears  bitten  through  one  night  as  he  lay  asleep,  md 
remaiked  that  he  supposed  it  would  be  his  weasand  they 
would  attack  next  time ;  and  on  rising  one  mormfig,  I  fovnd 
that  the  four  brightly  plated  jadc*buttons  to  whi<^  my  Inraees 
had  been  &8tened,  had  been  fairly  cut  from  off  my  troosera^ 
and  carried  away,  to  form,  I  doubt  not,  a  portion  of  socae 
miser  hoard  in  tli^  wall.  But  even  the  rats  themselves  be- 
came a  source  (^amusement  to  us,  and  imparted  to  our  rude 
domicile,  in  some  little  degree,  the  dignity  of  danger.  It  was 
not  likely  that  they  would  succeed  in  eating  us  all  iq>,  as  th^ 
had  done  wicked  Bishop  Hatto,  of  old;  but  it  was  at  least 
something  that  they  had  begun  to  try. 

The  dwellers  in  the  hay-loft  had  not  been  admitted  in  the 
previous  season  to  the  foil  privil^es  of  the  barrack,  nor  had 
Ihey  been  required  to  share  in  all  its  tdls  and  duties.  Hiey 
had  to  provide  their  quota  of  wood  for  the  fire,  and  of  water 
for  general  household  purposes ;  but  they  had  not  to  take  their 
turn  of  cooking  and  baking  for  the  entire  mess,  but  were  per- 
mitted, as  convenience  served,  to  cook  and  bake  for  tl^- 
selves.  And  so,  till  now,  I  had  made  cakes  and  porridge, 
with  at  limes  an  occasional  mess  of  brose  or  brdchan,  foit  only 
my  master  and  myself — a  happy  arrangement,  which,  I  dare 
say,  saved  me  a  few  rammings  ;  seeing  that,  in  at  least  my 
earlier  efforts,  I  had  been  rather  unlucky  as  a  cook,  and  not 
very  fortunate  as  a  baker.  My  experi^ice  in  the  Cromarty'^ 
caves  had  rendered  me  skUful  in  both  boiling  and  roasthig 
potatoes,  and  in  preparing  shell-lish  for  the  table,  whether 
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moHnfloons  or  cmstaoean,  aeeording  to  Utt  most  ai^moTed 
methods ;  but  the  exigencies  of  our  wild  life  had  never  broug^ 
«Be  Mrlj  in  oontact  with  the  ceralia  ;  and  I  had  now  to  vpoiH 
a  meal  or  two,  in  each  instance,  ere  my  porridge  became  pal- 
atoble,  or  m  j  cakes  criq>,  or  my  brose  free  and  knotty j  or  my 
tt9eh«a%  suffidently  smootib  and  void  of  knotsu  My  master, 
poor  man,  did  grumble  a  little  at  first;  but  tiiere  wasagene- 
l»l  dispoation  in  the  barrack  to  take  part  rather  with  his  ap- 
prentice than  with  himsdbf ;  and  after  finding  that  the  cases 
were  to  be  given  agunst  him,  he  ceased  making  complaints. 
My  porridge  was  at  times,  I  must  confess,  very  like  leaven; 
but  then,  it  was  a  standing  recipe  in  the  barrack,  that  the  oook 
shocdd  continue  stirring  the  mess  and  adding  meal,  vntH,  from 
Its  first  wild  ebulliti<»s  in  full  boil,  it  became  silent  over  the 
&re ;  and  so  I  could  diow  that  I  had  made  my  porridge  like 
leaven,  quite  according  to  rule.  And  as  for  my  brwAan^  I  suc- 
ceeded in  proving  that  I  had  actually  fiuled  to  satisfy,  though 
I  had  made  two  kinds  of  it  at  once  in  the  same  pot  I  pre- 
ferred this  viand  when  of  a  thicker  consistency  than  usual, 
whereas  my  master  liked  it  thin  enough  to  be  drunk  out  of 
the  bowl ;  but  as  it  was  I  who  had  the  makii^  of  it,  I  used 
more  instead  of  less  meal  than  ordinary,  and  unluckily,  in  my 
first  etp^iment^  mixed  up  the  meal  in  a  very  small  bowl.  It 
became  a  dense  dough-like  mass ;  and  on  emptying  it  into  the 
pot,  instead  of  incorporating  with  the  boiling  water,  it  sank  in 
a  solid  cake  to  the  bottom.  In  vain  I  stirred,  and  manipu- 
Jated,  and  k^  up  the  fire.  The  stubborn  mass  refused  to 
separate  or  dilute,  and  at  length  burnt  brown  against  the  bot- 
tom of  the  pot, — a  hue  which  the  grueLlike  fluid  which  floats 
ed  over  also  assun\ed  ;  and  at  length,  in  utter  despair  of  se- 
curing aught  approaching  to  an  average  consistency  for  the 
whole,  and  hearing  my  master's  foot  at  the  door,  I  took  the 
pot  from  off  the  fire,  and  dished  up  fi>r  supper  a  portion  of 
the  thinner  mixture  which  it  contained,  and  which,  in  at  least 
oc^or  and  consistency,  not  a  little  resembled  chocolate.  The 
poor  man  ladled  the  stuff  in  utter  dismay.  "  Od,  laddie,"  he 
wiif  ^  what  ca'  ye  this  ?    Ca'  ye  this  brochan  F    '^  Onything 
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pot,  and  it  will  go  hard  if  npiie  ^f  them  please  y<»]u"  I  Aen 
dished  him  a  piece  of  the  cake,  spmewbat  resemUkig  ii^  ^sud 
jVid  consisteney  a  small  brown  dumpling,  which  lie  of  Qoiirse 
found  wholly  unedible,  and  became  angry.  But  this  bad  eadb 
of  ours  '*  is  filled,"  according  to  Cowper, ''  with  wrong  and 
outrage ;"  and  the  barrack  laughed  and  took  part  with  tibot  do* 
jfaulter.  Experience,  howeyer,  that  does  so  muehlbr  all,  did 
a  little  for  me.  I  at  length  became  a  tolerably  &ir  |dain  eook^ 
and  a  not  Tcry  bad  baker ;  and  now,  when  the  exigencies  ire* 
quired  that  I  should  take  my  full  share  in  the  duties  of  the 
barrack,  I  was  found  adequate  to  their  premier  fuMiaeiii.  I 
made  cakes  and  porridge  of  fully  the  average  excelience;  and. 
my  brose  and  brochan  enjoyed  at  least  the  n^aUre  Iv^pfHocsasi 
of  escaping  animadversioii  and  comment. 

Some  of  the  inmates,  however,  who  were  exceedingly  xuoe 
in  their  eatixig,  were  great  c(»inois6eurs  in  porridge  ;  ai^  it 
was  DO  easy  matter  to  please  th^EO.    Theare  existed,  uns^ded 
diSerenfies-^he  results  of  a  diversity  of  tastes — r^arding  tba 
time  that  should  be  given  to  the  bqiling  of  ike  mess,  r^apeo^ 
log  the  proportion  of  salt  that  should  be  allotted  to  eaob  indi* 
vidual,  and  as  to  whether  the  prqcoss  of  '^  mealing,"  b^  it  waa 
termed,  should  be  a  slow  or  a  hasty  one ;  and,  of  epurse,  s» 
in  all  controversies  of  all  kinds,  the  more  the  matters  in  disr 
pute  were  discussed,  the  more  did  they  grow  in  importanee. 
Occasionally  the  disputants  had  their  porridge  made  at  the 
same  time  in  the  same  pot ;  there  were,  in  especial,  two  of  the 
workmen  who  differed  upon  the  degree-of-salt  question,  whose 
bickers  we^e  supplied  £rom  the  sameg^ieralpr^[>aratij9n;  wd 
85  these  had  usually  opposite  complaints  to  ui^  against,  the 
cooking,  their  objections  served  so  completely  to  neutralize 
each  other,  that  they  in  no  degree  told  against  the  cook.    O^ 
morning  the  cook, — ^a  wag  and  a  &vorite, — in  making  per-: 
ridge  for  both  the  controversialists,  made  it  so  exoe^ingly 
fresh  as  to  be  but  little  removed  &om  a  p^aQtiee ;  and,  SJilmg, 
with  the  preparation  in  this  state  the  bicker  of  thesalt^oiring, 
oonnoiaseur,  he  ^en  tooJs;  a.  Jhandful  of  aaUi,  and  aiixiog  it  with. 
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Ibe  portkm  wMch  remftified  in  the  pot,  pouiM  into  tbe  bidcer 
of  flie  frei^man,  porridge  very  mudi  akin  to  a  pidUe.  Bodb 
entered  tlie  barrack  sharply  set  fer  break&st,  and  sat  down 
each  to  Ms  meal ;  and  both  at  the  first  spoonfid  dropped  theZr 
spoons.  ^  A  ramming  to  the  eook !'  oried  tJie  one, — **  he  liat 
^Ven  me  porridge  without  salt!"  ^  A  ramming  to  the  code  P 
Toarei  out  the  oth^, — ^  he  has  given  me  porridge  like  biiner  !* 
^  You  se&  lads,'*  said  Hie  oook,  stefpping  ont  iitto  tiie  middle  of 
the  ikior,  with  the  air  of  a  mudi-injored  orator, — ^^ yon.  see, 
lads,  what  matters  hare  oome  to  at  last ;  there  is  the  rery  pot 
in  which  I  itoide  in  one  mess  the  porridge  in  both  their  bickers. 
I  d<»i^thi6k  we  should  bear  this  any  longer ;  we  have  aUhad 
cm*  turn  of  it,  tlioagh  mine  happens  to  be  the  worst ;  «td  I 
BOW  move  that  tiiese  two  fellows  be  rammed."  No  sooner  sidd 
than  done.  There  was  a  terrible  struggling,  and  a  bmmii^ 
aense  of  injastiee ;  but  no  sin^e  mian  in  the  iNQrack  wasmatdi 
Ibr  hi^^a-dozen  of  the  ol^rs.  The  diaputants,  too,  instead  of 
makit^  eommcm  cause  together,  were  prepared  to  assist  in 
ramming  eadi  the  other ;  and  so  rammed  tliey  both  were. 
And  at  lengtJi,  when  the  details  of  the  stratagem  came  out, 
^ke  cook — by  esca|Hng  for  half  an  hour  Into  the  nei^tboring 
wood,  and  concealing  hinui^  there,  like  some  p<^iftieal  eodld 
mider  baa  of  the  Government — succeeded  in  escaping  ther 
merited  pimishmexit. 

The  cause  of  justice  was  never,  I  fbmd,  m  greater  danger 
in  our  little  community,  tlian  wh^i  a  culprit  sncteeded  fai  get- 
ting the  laugh^n  on  his  side.  I  have  said  that  I  beeaifte  a 
not  very  bad  baker.  Still  less  and  less  sorely,  as  I  improved 
in  this  useful  art,  did  my  cakes  try  the  fidlhtg  teeth  of  ray 
master,  unlH  at  lei^th  they  became  crisp  and  nice ;  and  h^ 
b^an  to  find  that  my  new  aooomplishmekit  waa  wx»rkii^  se- 
rious eflbots  upon  the  contents  d  his  meal-'diest.  With  a 
keefdy  whet  i^etite,  and  in  vigorous  healHt,  I  wsA  edting  a 
great  deal  <ji  bread  ;  and^  after  a  good  deal  of  grumbling,  he 
$Bk  l^!igth  kdd  it  do^  As  law  ^t  I  should  restrict  myself  fiyr 
the  fiiture  to  two  ci^es  p^  week.  I  at  once  agreed;  but  the 
general  burraik^  lo  whose  ears  sonwof  my  masfeer'ar^emcMQ^ 
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tferiiXM  bftdfiniiid  their  way,  WIS  dinatitfiea;  and  liwiMd 
probably  hare  overturned  in  oooolaye  oar  agreementy  and 
punbbed  the  oldman,  my  master,  for  the  niggaidly  atnngeiiey 
of  his  terms,  had  I  not  Graved,  by  way  of  spe<»al  &vor,  lo  be 
permitted  to  give  tiiem  a  week's  triaL    One  eyeaii^  eiily 
m  tlie  week,  when  the  old  man  had  gone  oat,  I  mixed  up  the 
better  part  of  a  peek  of  meal  in  a  pot,  and,  placing  two  of 
the  larger  ohests  tc^ether  in  the  same  plane,  kneoded  it  out 
into  an  enormous  cake,  at  least  eqoal  in  area  to  an  ordinary- 
sned  Newoastle  grindstone.    I  then  cut  it  ap  into  about  twenty 
pieoeS)  and,  forming  a  vast  semicirole  of  stcmes  round  the  fire^ 
raised  the  pieces  to  the  heat  in  a  omtinuous  row,  afsaoam  five  or 
six  feet  in  l^igth.    I  had  ample  and  ready  assistaoee  voudi- 
safed  me  in  the  '^firing," — ^half  the  barrack  were  engaged  ia 
ike  wovky^— when  my  master  entered,  and,  after  scanniog  our 
en^loyment  in  utter  astcniishment, — ^now  glancing  at  the  rmg 
of  mMl  which  still  remained  on  the  united  chests,  to  testify  to 
the  huge  proportions  of  the  disparted  bannock,— and  now  at 
dM  cones,  squares,  rhombs,  and  trapeziums  of  cake  that  har* 
dened  to  the  heat  in  front  of  the  fire,  he  abruptly  asfced, — 
**  What's lluB,Uddie1-*are ye  baking  fora  wadding?"     '<  Just 
baking  one  of  the  two  cakes,  master,"  I  replied  ;  ^  I  don't 
think  well  need  the  other  <Hie  before  Saturday  night"     A 
roar  of  laughter  from  every  comer  of  the  barrack  precluded 
rq)ly ;  and  in  the  lai^iter,  afier  an  embarrassed  pause,  the 
poor  man  had  the  good  sense  to  join.    And  during  the  rest 
of  A»  season  I  baked  as  often  and  as  much  as  I  pleased.    It 
is,  I  believe,  Ooldnnith  who  remarks,  that  **  wit  generally  sue- 
eeeds  more  from  being  happily  addressed,  than  from  its  na- 
tive poignancy,"  and  that  "  a  jest  cakulated  to  ^^ttad  at  a 
gaming  table,  nmy  be  received  with  perfect  indifference  should 
it  hiqppen  to  drop  m  a  mackerel-boat."    On  Goldsmith's  prin- 
ciple, the  jokeof  what  was  termed, firom  the  well-known fiiiry 
tale,  '^  the  big  bannock  wi'  the  Malison,"  could  have  perhaps 
succeeded  in  only  a  masons'  barrack ;  bu^never  there  at  least 
could  joke  have  been  more  soocessfuL 
As  I  had  not  yet  ascertained  that  the  Old  Bed  SaiMistene 


of  A»  Boitii  of  JSoodaad  k  B0U7  foniliftiroiM,  Co«m-aid&  «i4 
k*  netghbcniiood  funiislied  me  with  no  very  favorable  field 
for  gCK^ogical  ezploctttkoi.  It  coMliled  met  boveveri  to  exteD4 
Vkj  Aoquaintaiioe  with  die  great  ooogloiDerttebaae  of  the  pjat 
leniy  which  fenos  here,  as  I  have  already  said,  a  aort  of  minia- 
tqreHigUaods,  extending  between  the  yalleys  of  the  ConoR 
and  the  Peffer,  and  which, — ^remarkable  fi>r  ilia  pietureaqjua 
clifik,  abrupt  eminenoes,  and  narrow  ateep^ded  della^ — beara 
in  its  centre  a  pretty  wood-skirted  looh,  into  which  the  <dd 
C^tie  pro^et  Kennetli  Ore,  when,  like  Pro^ero,  he  relin* 
quished  his  art,  buried  '^  deep  beycmd  plwnmet  sound"  the 
magio  stone  in  which  he  was  wont  to  see  both  the  disjtant  and 
the  future.  Immediately  oyer  the  pleasure-grounds  of  Brahan^ 
the  rook  iforms  exactly  such  cli£&  as  the  landscape  gardener 
would  make,  if  he  could,— -difis  with  their  rude  pr^soinenft 
pebbles  breiddng  the  light  oyer  eyery  square  ^t  of  surfiioe, 
and  furnishing  fix>ting,  by  their  innumerable  projections,  to 
many  a  green  tuft  of  sooss,  and  many  a  sweet  litde  flowec  ; 
while  far  below,  amoi^  the  deep  woods,  there  stand  up  enoff^ 
mous  fragments  of  the  same  rock,  that  must  haye  rolled  down 
hk  some  remote  age  ftam  the  predpices  aboye,  and  which, 
mossy  and  hoar,  and  many  of  them  iyy-boimd,  resemble  arti* 
ficial  ruins,— obnoxious,  however,  to  none  of  the  diqwraging 
associations  which  the  make-belieye  ruin  is  sure  always  to 
awak^i*  It  was  inexpressibly  pleasant  to  spend  a  quiet  even- 
ing  hour  among  these  wild  cli^  and  imagine  a  time  when  the 
&r  distant  sea  beat  against  their  bases ;  but  thoi^h  their  en- 
dosed  pebbles  evidently  owed  their  rounded  form  to  the  attri- 
tion of  water,  the  imagination  seemed  paralyzed  when  it  ai> 
tempted  calling  up  a  still  earlier  time,  when  these  solid  rocks 
ousted  but  as  loose  sand  and  pebbles,  tossed  by  waves  or  sent- 
tered  by  currents  ;  and  when,  for  hundreds  and  thouseada  of 
square  miles^  the  wild  tract  around  existed  as  an  ancient  ocean, 
tskirted  by  unknown  lands.  I  had  not  yet  collected  enou^  of 
geologic  fiict  to  enisle  me  to  gra^^le  with  the  difficulties  of  a 
restoration  of  the  more  andent  time.  There  was  a  later 
period,  also,  represented  in  tlie  immedfate  neighborhood  by  a 


tfdek  dafMriit  of  fl«iisliied  solid,  <^  wMcb  I  to 
ttnglomerate.  Wediig^»it,mfo«mdiiiga1ior2i8iiiBg*]ml1,fiiP 
abooifeteiLfeetybutoftme  tOBobottooi;  aodloooid  seetetii 
Ibrmedlhe  sabsoO  of  tlie  valley  all  aroond  the  poUoies  of  Cchkmi* 
Me,andi]iideT]ajmofllof  ito  fields  and -woods.  It  -wm^yMm 
ttid  pure,  as  if  it  had  been  washed  bj  the  flea  oidy  a  fewwcdks 
pnevioas;  but  in  rain  did  I  search  its  beds  aad  layers  £br  a  £n^ 
meat  of  shell  by  whidi  to  determine  its  age.  I  eaei  norw,  ha/w* 
ev«r,  entertain  littfe  doubt  that  it  belonged  to  the  boaldexKdaj 
period  of  submergenee,  and  that  the  fkxauL  with  whioli  it  waa 
associated  bore  the  ordinary  sab-aretio  (^araeter.  WIioh  this 
Mratified  sand  was  deposited,  llie  ^aves  must  hare  hruktm 
against  the  conglomerate  preeipiees  of  Bnihan^  and  iJie  sea 
hare  oeoupied,  as  friths  and  sounds,  the  deep  Highland  vall^yv 
of  Hilt  interior.  And  on  snch  of  tibe  hills  of  the<x>nntry  aa  bad 
their  heads  above  water  at  the  time,  that  mtereating  but  soma* 
what  meagre  Alpine  Flora  must  have  flourished,  which  we  now 
find  restrieted  to  our  higher  mountam  summits. 

Onoe  every  mx  weeks  I  was  permitted  to  visit  Cromarty, 
and  pass  a  Sabbath  there  ;  but  as  my  master  usually  aooono^ 
panied  me,  and  as  die  way  proved  suflieiently  long  and  weary 
to  press  upon  Us  fiuling  strength  and  stiflfening  limbs,  we  had 
to  restrict  ourselves  to  the  beaten  road,  and  saw  bi^  little. 
On,  however,  one  occasion  this  season^  I  journeyed  alone,  and 
spent  so  happy  a  day  in  finding  my  homeward  road  along 
blind  paths,-— 4hat  ran  now  along  the  rocky  shores  of  the  Otcn 
marty  Frith  in  its  upper  reaches,  now  throi^  brown,  kmdy 
noors^  mottled  with  Dannh  encampments,  and  now  heaftiia 
quiet,  tOBtb4»eiqyrinkled  burying'grounds,and  the  broken,  wdila 
of  deserted  churehes^ — ^that  its  memory  styi  lives  freshly  in  nrp 
nslnd,  as  one  of  the  happiest  of  my  lile.  I  passed  wbolehouni 
among  the  ruins  of  Graighouse, — a  gray  fimtastio  rsg  of  a 
eastle,  oonsistii^  of  four  heavily-ardied  stones  of  time^eaten 
stone,  piled  over  eadb  other,  and  still  bearing  atop  its  stone 
roof  and  its  ornate  turrets  and  bartaaans, — 

**A  ghastly  priaoo,  that  etamaUy 
Ranss  its  blind  fiaage  out  to  tlM  I«M  aeft.^ 
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ili*wfis  nid  in  these  days  to  be  haunted  by  its  gobliiv-*^  mia» 
erable4ookiiig,  gray-headed,  gray4>earded,  little  old  man,  that 
nii|^  ooeaisionally  be  seen  late  in  the  evening,  or  early  in  the 
morning,  peerii^  out  through  some  arrow^t  or  shot-hole  at 
the  chance  passM^r.  I  remonber  gettmg  the  whole  history 
ef  the  goblin  this  day  from  a  sun-burnt  herd-boy,  whom  I 
found  tending  his  cattle  under  the  shadow  of  the  old  castle- 
wall.  I  began  by  asking  him  whose  apparition  he  thought  it 
was  that  could  continue  to  haunt  a  building,  the  Yery  name 
of  whose  last  inhabitant  had  been  long  since  forgotten.  ^  Oy 
they^re  taying^^  was  the  reply,  '^  it's  the  spirit  of  the  man  that 
was  killed  on  the  foundation^stcxie,  just  afler  it  was  laid,  and 
then  built  intil  the  wa'  by  the  masons,  that  he  might  keep  the 
eaetle  by  coming  back  again ;  and  they'' re  toying  that  a'  the 
Teira  Attld  houses  in  the  kintra  had  murderit  men  builded  intil 
them  in  that  way,  and  that  they  have  a'  o'  them  their  bogle»" 
I  ceoognized  in  the  boy's  account  of  the  matter  an  old  and 
widely-spread  tradition,  which,  whatever  may  have  been  its 
origmal  basis  of  truth,  seema  to  have  so  fiir  influenced  the 
buceaneers  of  the  17th  century,  as  to  have  become  a  reality  la 
their  hands.  ^'  If  time,''  says  Sir  Walter  Scott, ""  did  not  per* 
mit  the  buooaneers  to  lavish  away  their  plunder  in  their  usual 
debaucheries,  they  were  wont  to  hide  it,  with  many  supevsti- 
tions  solemnilaes,  in  the  desert  islands  and  keye  which  they 
frequented,  and  where  much  treasure,  whose  lawless  ownen 
perished  without  reclaiming  it,  is  still  8tt{^posed  to  be  concealed* 
The  most  cruel  of  mankind  are  often  tiie  most  siqierstitious  ; 
aad  those  pirates  are  said  to  have  had  recourse  to  a  horrid 
,  ia  order  to  secure  an  uneartibly  guardian  to  their  treaa> 
They  lulled  a  negro  or  Spaniard,  and  buried  him  witli 
the  treasure,  bdieving  that  his  qnrit  would  haunt  the  spot, 
and  terrify  away  all  intruders."  There  is  a  figurative  peculi- 
arity in  the  language  in  whidi  Joshua  denounced  the  man  who 
should  dare  rebuild  Jericho,  that  seems  to  point  at  some  an- 
cient pagan  rite  of  this  kind.  Nor  does  it  seem  improbable 
that  a  practice  which  existed  in  times  so  little  remote  as  those 
of  the  buccaneers  ma^  hav<^  fiirst  begun  in  the  dark  and  cruel 
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Bigen  of  human  sacrifioe.  ^Cai*8ed  be  the  man  beftnfe  1i» 
hord^^  said  Jo^na,  ^  that  riseth  up  and  buildeth  ^8  <5lty  of 
Jeiieho :  ke  skaU  lay  ^foundation  ffienof  in  kis  first^tomy 
€md  in  hi$  youngest  8on  shall  he  set  up  ^  gates  of  itJ** 

The  large-farm  system  had  been  already  introduced  info 
the  part  of  the  country  in  which  I  at  tMs  time  resided,  on  the 
richer  and  more  level  lands ;  but  many  a  Gaelic-jq>eaking  cot- 
ter and  Imaall  tenant  still  Hved  on  the  neighbonng  moors  and 
hffl-sides.    Though  Highland  in  th«r  surnames  and  lai^agey 
they  bore  a  character  considerably  difibr^ii  from  that  of  the 
simpler  Highlanders  of  the  interior  of  Butheriand,  or  of  a  dass 
I  had  i^ortly  afterwards  an  opportunity  of  study mg — ^bia  High- 
landers of  ^  western  coast  of  Boss^hire.  Doors  were  not  left 
unbarred  at  night  in  the  ne%hboihood;  and  there  w»^  wretehi 
ed  hovels  among  the  moors,  very  zealously  watched  and  guar^ 
ed  indeed.    There  was  much  illicit  distillation  and  snw^ggla^ 
at  tiiis  time  among  the  Gaelio-speakii^  people  of  l^e  disitriet ; 
and  it  told  upon  their  charaeter  with  the  usual  deterioraiting 
efl^ct.    Many  of  the  Highlanders,  too,  had  wrought  as  labors 
ers  at  the  Caledonian  Canal,  where  they  had  oome  in  contact 
with  south-country  workmen,  and  had  Ib^u^t  bade  with  tliem 
a  confident,  loquacious  smartness,  that,  based  on  a  ground- 
work of  ignorance,  which  it  rendered  active  and  obtrusive,  had 
a  bizarre  and  disagreeable  effect,  and  formed  but  an  indifferent 
substitute  for  the  diffident  and  taciturn  Hraplidty  which  it  had 
supplanted.    But  I  have  ever  found  the  people  of  those  border 
districts  of  the  Highlands  wMdi  join  on  to  the  low  ooimtry,  o^ 
that  inhabit  districts  much  traversed  by  tourists,  of  a  co«k 
paratively  inferior  cast :  the  finer  qualities  of  the  W^^iktmi 
character  seem  easOy  injtnred :  the  hospita^y,  the  i^mpMdHTV 
the  unsuspecting  honesty  disappear ;  and  we  find,  instead)  a 
people  rapacious,  suspidous,  and  unscrupulous,  eonslierabiy 
beneath  the  Lowland  average;    In  all  th^  unopened  dbtriets 
of  the  remote  Highknds  into  whi<^  I  have  penetrated,  Llntta 
found  the  people  strongly  engage  my  sympathies  and  aifee« 
tions,— much  more  strongly  than  in  any  part  oi  the  Lomrianda^ 
wheraw,  on  the  ecmtraiy,  ki  the  detidoMled  dtetreels  1  have 


kMn-Miinble  of  an  iiiToIiiiitej  mtuUod  of  f«ilJagy  iriwa  in 
eOBitoGi  with  the  altered  race  of  -whioh,  among  tke  kyw-ooim^ 
try  Soofedpi  or  the  English,  I  haye  had  so  esperieaoe.  I  re* 
member  being  impressed,  in  reading,  man j  years  ago^  one  of 
Mns  Ferrier's  novels,  with  the  truth  of  a  stroke  that  brought 
mit  Tery  praetioally  the  ready  susceptibility  of  injury  zoani* 
fested  by  the  Celtie  character.  Some  visitors  of  conditiQa 
firom.  the  H^^ilands  are  repres^ited  as  seeking  out,  in  one  of 
our  Isjiger  towns  of  the  south,  a  umple  Highland  lad,  who 
had  ^mitled  a  rranote  northern  dtetrict  ocly  a  few  months  be- 
iae;  and  when  they  find  him,  it  is  as  a  prisoner  laBridawell. 
Towards  the  end  of  S^itember,  my  master,  who  had  wholly 
ftiied  in  oveRXHning  his  repugnance  to  labor  as  a  mere  jour* 
neyman,  sueceeded  in  procuring  a  piece  of  work  by  oontraot^ 
in  a  locality  about  fourteen  miles  nearer  our  home  than  Co^ 
ttOBpBide,  and  1  accompanied  him  to  assist  in  its  completion^ 
0»r  employment  in  our  new  scene  of  labor  was  of  the  zaosli 
disagreeable  kind.  Bums,  who  must  have  had  a  tolerably  ex« 
tensive  expenenoe  of  the  evils  of  hard  work,  specifies  in  faia 
*^  Twa  Dogs"  three  kinds  of  labor  in  especial  that  give  poor 
**  cot-folk"  «  &sh  enou^" 

'^Trowtb,  Ciaaar,  whUes  they're  Cuh'd  enough ; 
A  cottar  howkin  in  a  sbeugh, 
Wi*  dirty  stanes  biggin  a  dyke, 
Baring  a  qnaary,  and  dc  like.** 

4^11  very  disagreeable  employments,  as  I  also  can  testify ;  and 
our  work  here  unfortmiately  combined  the  whole  three.  We 
were  engaged  in  rebuilding  one  of  those  old-fashioned  walls  of 
gentlemen's  pleasure^ounds  known  as  *'  ha  hca"  that  line  the 
»de8  of  de^  ditdies,  and  raise  their  tops  to  but  the  level  of 
the  sward;  and  as  the  ditch  in  this  special  instance  was  a  wet 
one,  and  as.  we  had  to  dear  it  of  the  old  l&llen  materials,  and 
to  dig  it  out  for  our  new  line  of  foundati<xi,  while  at  the  same 
time  we  had  to  furnish  ourselves  with  additional  materials 
from  a  nei^boring  quarry,  we  had  at  once  the  "  baring  of 
ttn^uavfy,"  the  ^'k>wkin  in  tibe  ^heugh,"  and  tl|e  '^biggin  of 
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tkedy]ceiH'diftjsea]ies,'*to*'ft8h''iis.  Itie  l«st-&ftnMd  0111- 
ployrnent  is  by  far  the  most  painful  and  trying.  In  moat  idaads 
of  severe  labor  the  skin  thickens,  and  the  hand  hardens,  HunoR]^ 
a  nstnral  prorision,  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the  task  im- 
posed, and  yield  the  neeessary  protection  to  the  int^nments 
below ;  but  the  "  dirty  stanes"  of  the  dyke-builder,  when  wet 
as  well  as  dirty,  try  the  reproductive  powers  of  the  cuticle 
too  severely,  and  wear  it  off,  so  that  under  the  rough  fHetion 
the  quidc  is  laid  bare.  On  this  occasion,  and  on  at  least  one 
o^er,  when  engaged  in  building  in  a  wet  season  in  the  West- 
em  Highlands,  I  had  all  my  fingers  oozing  blood  at  once ;  and 
those  who  think  that  in  such  circnimstances  labor  protracted 
throughout  a  long  day  can  be  other  than  torture,  would  do 
well  to  try.  How  these  poor  hands  of  mine  burnt  and  "beat 
at  night  at  l^is  time,  as  if  an  unhappy  heart  had  been  station- 
ed in  every  finger!  and  what  cold  chills  used  to  run,  sudden 
as  electHc  shocks,  through  the  feverish  fi-ame ! 

My  general  health,  too,  had  become  far  from  strong.  As  I 
had  been  almost  entirely  engaged  in  hewing  for  the  two  pre- 
vious seasons,  the  dust  of  the  stone,  inhaled  at  every  brealii, 
had  exerted  the  usual  weakening  effects  on  the  lungs, — those 
efiTects  under  which  the  life  of  the  stone  cutter  is  restricted  to 
about  forty-five  years ;  but  it  was  only  now,  when  working 
day  after  day  with  wet  feet  in  a  water-logged  ditch,  that  I  be- 
gan to  be  sensibly  informed,  by  a  dull,  depressing  pain  in  the 
chest,  and  a  blood-stained,  mucoidal  substance,  expectorated 
with  difficulty,  that  I  had  already  caught  harm  from  my  em- 
ployment, and  that  my  term  of  life  might  fell  fer  short  of  tihe 
average  one.  I  resolved,  however,  as  the  last  year  of  my  ap- 
prenticeship was  fest  drawing  to  its  close,  to  complete,  at  all 
hazards,  my  engagement  with  my  master.  It  had  been  mere-' 
ly  a  verbal  agreement,  and  I  might  have  broken  it  without 
blame,  when,  imable  to  furnish  me  with  work  in  his  character 
as  a  master-mason,  he  had  to  transfer  my  labor  to  anotlier ; 
but  I  had  determined  not  to  break  it,  all  the  more  do^edly 
from  the  circumstance  that  my  Uncle  James,  in  a  moment  of 
irritation,  had  said  at  its  commencement,  that  he -feared  I 
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^we«ld  ao^more  persist  la  being  a  mason  than  I  had  dona  ia 
'beang  a  scholar;  and  so  I  wrought  perseveringly  on;  and 
slowly  and  painfully,  rood  after  rood,  the  wall  grew  up  under 
our  hands.    My  poor  master,  who  suffered  even  more  from 
cho]^>ed  hands  and  bleeding  fingers  than  I  did,  was  cross  and 
fretful,  and  sometimes  sought  relief  in  finding  fault  with  his 
s^prentiee ;  but,  sobered  by  my  forebodings  of  an  early  death, 
I  viaed  to  make  no  reply ;  and  the  hasty,  ill-tempered  express- 
ions in  which  he  gave  vent  virtually  to  but  his  sense  of  pain 
and  diaoomfort,  were  almost  always  followed  by  some  concilia* 
tory  reouu^*  Superstition  takes  a  strong  hold  of  the  mind  in 
circumstances  such  as  those  in  which  I  was  at  this  time  placed. 
One  day,  when  on  the  top  of  a  tall  building,  part  of  which  we 
-were  tlurowlng  down  to  supply  us  with  materials  for  our  work, 
I  raised  up  a  broad  slab  of  rc^  micaceous  sandstone,  thin  as  a 
roofing  slate^  and  exceedmgly  fragile,  and,  holding  it  out  at 
arm^s  length,  dropped  it  over  the  wall.    I  had  been  worse 
than  usual  all  that  morning,  and  much  depressed ;  and,  ere 
the  slab  parted  from  my  hand,  I  said, — ^looking  forward  to  but 
a  few  m<»ths  of  life, — ^I  shall  break  up  like  that  sandstone 
slab,  and  perish  as  little  known.     But  the  sandstone  slab  did 
not  break  up ;  a  sudden  breeze  blew  it  aslant  as  it  fell ;  it 
cleared  the  rough  heap  of  stones  below,  where  I  had  antici** 
pated  It  would  have  been  shivered  to  fragments ;  and,  light- 
ing on  its  edge,  stuck  upright  like  a  miniature  obelisk,  in  the 
soOi  green  sward  beycmd.     None  of  the  Philosophies  or  the 
Logics  would  have  sanctioned  the  inference  which  I  immedi- 
ate drew ;  but  that  curious  chapter  in  the  history  of  human 
bejjef  which  treats  of  si^s  and  omens  abounds  in  such  postu- 
laiies  and  such  conclusions.     I  at  once  inferred  that  recovery 
awaited  me ;  I  was  "  to  live  and  not  die ;"  and  felt  lifter, 
davii^  the  few  weeks  I  afterwards  toiled  at  this  place^  under 
the  aheenag  influence  of  the  conviction. 

The  tenant  of  the  &rm  on  which  our  work  was  situated,  and 

who  had  been  both  a  great  diedller  and  considerate  fiurmer  in 

hia  day,  had  become  bankrupt  shortly  before,  and  was  on  the 

ef  e  of  qmttiag  the  plaee,  a  broken  man.  And  his  forlorn  dr- 
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ijpiOBUiioea  aeemed  stao^pedoD  almosl  e^eiy  field  aod'^ib- 
house  of  his  &rm.  The  stoaefeDees  were  ruinous ;  the  hed|geB 
gapped  hy  the  alinost  unteoded  cattle ;  a  oonsidearable  spvink- 
liug  of  corn-ears  lay  rotting  on  the  lea;  and  here  aod  there  an 
entire  shea^  that  had  i^lea  from  the  ^'leading'fiart'^  «t  the 
dose  of  harvest,  mi^  be  seen  still  lying  ssaioog  the  stubble, 
&stened  to  the  earth  by  the  germination  of  its  graiDA.  ScMne 
of  the  outhouses  were  nuserable  beyond  deaoriptionu  Th^re 
was  a  square  of  modem  offioes^in  whidi  the  cattle  and  i 
of  the  fium — appropriated  by  the  landlozd,  at  the  time,  i 
the  law  of  hypotheo— were  tolerably  wdl  lodged ;  bat  the 
hoyel  in  whi<^  three  of  the  ^ruMieinrants  lived,  and  in  wlneii, 
$>r  waot  of  a  better,  my  master  and  I  had  to  cook  and  sfecp^ 
liraa  one  of  the  most  miserable  tumble^wn  ereetioos  I  evoor 
saw  inhabited.  It  had  formed  part  of  an  ancient  set  of  offices 
that  had  been  oondenmed  about  fourteen  years  befixre ;  but  the 
propdetorof  the  place  becoming  insolvent^  it  had  beensparecl, 
in  lack  of  abetter,  to  accommodate  the  servants  who  wvoogfaft 
on  the  &rm ;  and  it  had  now  beocone  not  only  a  o(»nfortlea«| 
but  also  a  very  unsa&  dwelling.  It  would  have  formed  no 
bad  subjeet,  with  its  bulging  walls  and  gapped  roof,  that 
showed  the  bare  ribs  through  the  breaches,  for  the  peneil  of 
my  friend  William  Ross ;  but  the  cow  or  horse  that  had  no 
better  shelter  than  that  whidi  it  afibrded,  oould  not  be  re- 
garded  as  other  than  indifierently  lodged.  Every  heavier 
abower  found  its  way  through  the  roof  in  torrents  :  I  oonld 
even  tell  the  hour  of  the  night  by  the  stars  which  passed  over 
ihe  long  opening  that  ran  along  the  ridge  from  gable  to  gable; 
and  in  stonny  evenings  I  have  paused  at  every  ruder  blasts  in 
the  expectation  of  hearing  the  rafWs  crack  and  give  way  over 
my  head*  The  distiller  had  introduced  upon  his  fiom,  on  & 
voall  scaler  what  has  since  been  extensively  known  as  the 
bothy  system ;  and  this  hovel  was  the  bothy.  Theie  were, 
as.  I  have  said,  but  three  ^rm-servants  who  lived  in  it  at  the 
tune,— y.ouBg»  unmarried  hids,  extremely  ignorant^  and  of  gay, 
i^eokless.  dispositions,  whose  care  for  their  master's  interests 
nygl^  b0  rpad  in  the  ^^enninatiqg  aheaves  that  lay  wpm  his 


fiildl,  and  irlio  wnaMj  spoke  of  Um,  when  out  of  Ms  Imit- 
iDg,  as  *'  the  old  sinner."  He  too  evidentl  j  cared  nothing  for 
them,  and  they  detested  him;  and  regarded  the  ruin  wMdi 
had  oveiti^eii  him,  and  whidi  their  own  recklessness  and  in- 
diffa^^cjr  to  his  wel&re  must  have  at  least  assisted  to  secore, 
with  open  satis&eticHi.  "  It  was  a'e  comfort  anyhow,''  they 
said,  "that  <^  blastit  old  sinner,  after  a'  his  near-goingness 
wi'  liiem,  was  now  but  a  dyvour  bankrupt.'*  Bad  enough, 
certainly ;  and  yet  natural  enough,  and,  in  a  sens^,  proper 
Plough,  too.  'Ae  Christian  divine  would  haVe  urged  thes6 
men  to  retom  their  master  good  Ifor  evil.  Cobbett,  on  the 
coQtnuy,  would  have  advised  them  to  go  out  ait  nights  a  rick- 
bumii^.  Hie  better  advice  will  to  a  certainty  not  be  tkien 
by  n^ely-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  our  bothy-men ;  for  it 
is  ooB  of  the  grand  evils  of  the  system,  that  it  removes  its 
Tictbns  beyond  the  ennobling  inj9^uences  of  religion ;  and,  on 
i^e  other  hand,  at  least  this  mudi  may  be  said  for  the  worse 
ommsel,  that  the  system  costs  (be  country  every  year  the 
pirioe  of  a  great  many  com-ricks. 

The  three  lads  lived  diiefly  on  brose,  as  the  viaiid  at  til 
edible  into  which  their  oatmeal  could  be  most  teadily  convM^ 
ed ;  and  never  baked  or  made  for  themselves  a  dish  of  porridge 
or  gruel,  apparently  to  av<»d  trouble,  and  that  they  m^ht  be 
as  little  as  possible  in  the  hated  botiiy.  I  always  lost  sight 
of  lliem  in  the  evening ;  but  towards  midni^t  Hieir  talk 
firequently  awdce  me  as  they  were  going  to  bed ;  and  I  heard 
tbom  tell  of  incidents  that  had  be&llen  them  at  the  neighboHng 
fiirm-hoases,  or  refer  to  l^ackguard  bits  of  scandal  which 
they  had  picked  up.  Sometimes  a  fourth  voice  mingled  in 
ti&e  dialogue.  It  was  that  of  a  reckless  poacher,  who  used  to 
Qoma  in,  always  long  after  nightfall,  and  ffing  himself  down 
on  a  lair  of  straw  in  a  comer  of  the  bothy ;  and  usually  ere 
day  broke  he  was  up  and  away.  The  grand  enjoyment  of  the 
three  farm-lads, — ^e  enjoyment  whidi  seemed  to  counter- 
balanee,  with  its  ccmoentrated  delights,  the  comfortless  monot- 
onia of  weeks,— wasantsticball,  wlnoh  took  place  once  every 
sMiath,  and  somallmea  oftenflr,  at  a  ^blio-house  in  a  nei^- 


boriag  village,  and  at  which  thej  used  to  meet  some  of  liie 
fiurm-lasses  of  4he  locality,  and  dance  and  drink  whisky  till 
morning.  I  know  not  how  their  money  stood  such  frequent 
earousak ;  but  they  were,  I  saw,  bare  of  every  necessary  ar- 
ticle of  clothing,  especially  of  underclothing  and  linen ;  and  I 
learned  from  their  occasional  talk  about  justice-o^peace  sunir 
mouses,  that  the  previous  term-day  had  left  in  the  hands  of 
their  shoemakers  and  drapers  unsettled  bills.  But  such  mat- 
ters were  taken  very  lightly :  the  three  lads,  if  not  happy,  were 
at  least  merry ;  and  the  monthly  ball,  for  which  they  sacri- 
ficed so  much,  furnished  not  <»ily  its  hours  of  pleasure  while 
it  lasted,  but  also  a  week's  talking  in  anticipation  ere  it  came^ 
and  another  week's  talking  over  its  various  incidents  after  it 
had  passed.  And  such  was  my  experience  of  the  bothy  sys- 
tem in  its  first  beginnings.  It  has  since  so  greatly  increased, 
that  there  are  now  single  counties  in  Scotland  in  which  there 
are  from  five  to  eight  hundred  fiurm-servants  exposed  to  its 
deteriorating  influences ;  and  the  rustic  population  bids  fiiir  in 
those  districts  fiilly  to  rival  that  of  our  large  towns  in  profli- 
gacy, and  greatly  to  outrival  them  in  coarseness.  Were  I 
a  statesman  I  would,  I  think,  be  bold  enough  to  try  the  efficacy 
of  a  tax  on  bothies.  It  is  long  since  Groldsmith  wrote  regard- 
ing a  state  of  society  in  which  "  wealth  accumulates  and  men 
decay,"  and  since  Bums  looked  with  his  accustomed  sagacity 
on  that  change  for  the  worse  in  the  duuracter  of  our  rural 
people  which  the  large  fiurm-system  has  introduced.  '^  A  fertile 
improved  country  is  West  Lothian,"  we  find  the  latter  poet 
remarking,  in  cue  of  his  journals :  '^  but  the  more  el^anoe 
and  luxury  am<xig  the  fiirmers  I  always  observe  in  e^^  pro- 
portion the  rudeness  and  stupidity  €i  the  peasantry.  This 
remark  I  have  made  all  over  the  Lothians,  Merse,  Roxburgh, 
&c;  and  for  this,  among  other  reasons,  I  think  that  a  man  of 
romantio  taste — *•  a  man  of  feeling ' — will  be  bett^  pleased  with 
the  poverty  but  intelligent  minds  of  the  peasantry  of  Ayrshire 
(peasantry  they  all  are  belaw  the  Justiee  of  Peace),  than  the 
opulenoeof  adiubof  Merse&rmers,whenheatthesame  time 
ocNvndeis  the  Vandalism  of  their  plough-^^iks*"    The  deter 
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riorating  effect  of  the  large-ferm  system,  remailced  by  the  poet^ 
is  inevitable.  It  is  impossible  that  the  modem  ferm-senrant, 
in  his  comparatively  irresponsible  situation,  and  with  his  fixed 
wages  of  meagre  amount,  can  be  rendered  as  thoughtful  and 
provident  a  person  as  the  small  farmer  of  the  last  age,  who, 
thrown  on  his  own  resources,  had  to  cultivate  his  fields  and 
drive  his  baipdns  witJi  his  Martinmas  and  Whitsunday  settle- 
ment with  the  landlord  full  before  him ;  and  who  often  suc- 
ceeded in  saving  money  and  in  giving  a  classical  education  to 
some  promising  son  or  nephew,  which  enabled  the  young  man 
to  rise  to  a  higher  sphere  of  life.  Farm-servants,  as  a  class, 
must  be  lower  in  the  scale  than  the  old  tenant-fermers,  who 
wrought  their  little  forms  with  their  own  hands ;  but  it  is  pos- 
sible to  elevate  them  fer  above  the  degraded  level  of  a  bothy ; 
and  unless  means  be  taken  to  check  the  spread  of  the  ruinous 
process  of  brute-making  which  the  system  involves,  the  Scottish 
people  will  sink,  to  a  certainty,  in  the  agricultural  districts,  fi*bm 
being  one  of  the  most  provident,  intelligent  and  moral  ill 
Europe,  to  be  one  of  the  most  licentious,  reckless  and  ignorant. 
Candle-light  is  a  luxury  in  which  no  one  ever  thinks  of  In- 
dulging in  a  barrack ;  and  in  a  barrack  such  as  ours  at  thift 
time,  riddled  with  gaps  and  breaches,  and  filled  with  all  man- 
ner of  cold  draughts,  it  was  not  every  night  in  whidi  a  candle 
would  have  burnt.  And  as  our  fuel,  which  consisted  of  sorely 
decayed  wood, — ^the  roofing  of  a  dilapidated  outhouse  whidi 
we  were  pulling  down, — ^formed  but  a  dull  fire,  it  v^as  with 
difficulty  I  could  read  by  its  light  By  spreacfing  out  my 
book,  however,  within  a  foot  or  so  of  flie  embers,  I  w»9  en- 
abled, thou^  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  a  headache,  to  prosf- 
ecute  a  new  tract  of  reading  which  had  just  opened  to  me, 
and  in  which,  for  a  tame,  I  found  much  amusement,  Hiere 
was  a  vagabond  pedlar  who  travelled  at  this  time  Ubb  norljiem 
counties,  widely  known  as  Jack  from  Dover,  but  whose  true 
name  was  Alexander  Knox,  and  who  used  to  affirm  that  he 
was  of  the  same  &mily  as  the  great  Refbrmer.  The  pedlar 
himself  was,  however,  no  reformer.  Once  every  six  weeks  or 
two  months,  h«  got  madly  drunk,  and  not  only  "^feUtiUbiiSm 
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pMi^'*a8  housed  toaay,  but  flotnetmiesgot  mtopiwmi  tolK^ 
lliere  were,  however,  some  kind  relations  in  the  south,  wha 
always  set  him  up  again ;  and  Jack  from  Dover,  after  a  fiNrt- 
night  of  misery,  used  to  appear  with  the  ordinary  bulk  of 
meKhandiae  at  his  back,  and  continue  thriving  until  he  again 
got  drunk.  He  had  a  turn  for  buying  and  reading  curious 
books,  whidi,  sfUap  mastering  their  contents,  he  always  sold 
again ;  and  he  learned  to  bring  them,  when  of  a  kind  wliich  no 
one  else  would  purchase,  to  my  mother,  and  recommend  them 
aa  suitable  for  me.  Poor  Jack  was  always  conscientious  in  his 
reeommendatioQB.  I  know  not  how  he  contrived  to  take  the 
exaet  measure  of  my  tastes  in  the  matter,  but  suitable  Cor  me 
they  invariably  were ;  and  as  his  price  rarely  exceeded  a  shiU 
ling  per  volume,  and  sometimes  fell  below  a  sixpence,  my 
mother  always  purchased,  when  she  could,  upon  his  judgmeot. 
I  owed  to  his  discrimination  my  first  copy  of  "  Bacon's  Wis- 
dom of  the  Andents,"  "  done  into  English  by  Sir  Arthur 
Gorges,"  and  a  book  to  which  I  had  long  -after  occasion  to 
refer  in  my  geological  writings, — ^Maillet's  ''  Telliamed,"— * 
one  of  the  earlier  treatises  on  the  development  hypothesis ;  and 
he  had  now  procured  for  me  a  seleoti(Hi,  in  one  volume,  of  the 
Poems  of  Gawin  Douglas  and  Will  Dunbar,  and  another  col- 
leotion  in  a  larger  volume,  of  "  Ancient  Scottish  Poems,"  from 
the  MS.  of  George  Bannatyne.  I  had  been  previously  almost 
wholly  unacquainted  with  the  elder  Scottish  poets.  My  Uncle 
James  had  introduced  me,  at  a  very  early  age,  to  Bums  and 
Ramsay,  and  I  had  found  out  Fei^usson  and  Tannabill  ibr 
myself;  but  that  school  of  Scottish  literature  which  flourished 
b^ween  the  reigns  c^  David  the  Second  and  James  tl^  Sixth 
had  remained  to  me,  until  now,  well-nigh  a  terra  ineoffnita  ; 
and  I  found  no  little  pleasure  in  exploring  the  antique  recesses 
which  it  opened  up.  Shortly  after,  I  read  Ramsay's  '^  Everu 
green,"  the  "  King's  Quair,"  and  the  true  "  Aotes  and  Deidis 
of  ye  iUusttf  and  vailyeand  campioun  Shyr  Wilham  Wallace,'* 
QOtmodemized,  as  in  my  first  copy,  but  in  the  tongue  in  which 
they  had  been  recited  of  old  by  Henry  the  Mmstrel :  I  had 
previotts^  gloated  over  Barbour's  Bruce ;  and  thua  my  ao* 
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qmuntaiiee  widi  ibe  old  Soots  poeta,  if  not  Terj  pfofoond,  W 
escne  St  least  so  respectable,  that  not  until  many  yean  After 
did  I  meet  witk  an  individual  who  knew  them  equally  welL 
Hie  strange  picturesque  allegc»ies  of  DougUs^  goad  the  terse 
acnoe  and  raoy  humor  of  Dunbar,  delighted  me  much.  As  I 
kad  to  eon  my  way  slowly  amid  the  difficulties  of  a  Iwiyisge 
nehidi  was  no  longer  that  i^ken  by  my  conntey  fclk^I  Halt  as 
if  I  were  creating  the  sense  wfaidi  I  found :  it  came  gpradually 
out  like  some  fossil  of  the  rock,  from  which  I  had  laborioualy 
to  chip  away  the  enveloping  matrix ;  and  in  hanging  admir- 
iDgiy  over  it,  I  thought  I  perceived  how  it  was  that  some  of 
my  old  school^ows,  who  were  prosecuting  their  education  at 
college,  were  always  insisting  on  the  great  superiority  of  the  old 
Greek  and  Roman  writers  over  the  writers  of  our  own  coun- 
try. I  could  not  give  them  credit  for  much  critioal  discern* 
ment :  they  were  indiiierent  enough,  some  of  them,  to  both 
verse  and  prose,  and  hardly  knew  in  what  poetry  consisted ; 
and  yet  I  believed  them  to  be  true  to  their  perceptions  wheo 
they  insisted  on  what  they  termed  the  high  excellence  of  dis 
andents.  With  my  old  schoolfellows,  I  now  said,  the  process 
of  perusal,  when  reading  an  English  work  of  dassksal  standmg, 
is  so  bidden,  compared  with  the  slowness  with  which  they 
imagine  or  understand,  that  they  slide  over  the  snr&oe  of  their 
author's  numbers,  or  of  his  periods,  without  acquiring  a  due 
sense  of  what  lies  beneath ;  whereas,  in  perusing  the  works  of 
a  Greek  or  Latin  author,  they  have  just  to  do  what  I  am  doing 
in  deciphering  the  '^  Palice  of  Honour,"  or  the  ^  Goidin  Terge,'' 
-^4iiey  have  to  proceed  slowly,  and  to  render  the  knguage  of 
their  author  into  the  language  of  tlidr  own  thinking.  And  so, 
losing  scarce  any  of  his  meaning  in  consequence,  and  not  re- 
fleeting  on  the  process  through  whi<^  they  have  entered  hito  it^ 
they  contrast  the  little  which  they  gain  from  a  hurried  peni* 
sal  of  a  good  Engli^  book,  with  the  much  which  they  gain 
from  the  very  leisurely  perusal  of  a  good  Liatin  or  Greek  one ; 
and  term  the  UUU  the  poverty  of  modem  writers,  and  tk9  mwh 
liM»  fertility  of  the  ancients.  Such  was  my  theory,  and  it  was 
at  least  not  an  uncharitable  one  to  my  aequaintance.    -I  waS| 
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however,  arrested  in  llie  middle  of  mj  stacRes  hy  ft  day  of 
soaking  nun,  wbidi  so  saturated  with  moisture  the  decayed 
spongy  wood,  our  fuel,  that,  though  I  suooeeded  in  making  witii 
some  difficulty  such  tires  of  it  as  sufficed  to  cook  oar  victuals, 
it  d^ed  my  ddll  to  make  one  by  which  I  could  read.  At 
length,  however,  this  dreary  season  of  labor — by  fiur  tiie 
gloomiest  I  ever  spent—came  to  a  close,  and  I  returned  with 
my  master  to  Cromarty  about  Martinmas,— our  heavy  job  of 
work  completed,  and  my  term  of  apprenticeship  at  a  close. 


OB,  CBK  BZQKr  QT  KX  XDUtUOlOS.  28& 


CHAPTEE   XII. 

**F«r  let  me  wander  down  thy  cnggy  shore, 
With  rocks  and  trees  bestrewn,  dark  Loch  Maree." 

Small. 

Ths  restoradve  powers  of  a  oonsdtatioii  which  at  this  time 
it  took  much  hard  usage  to  injure,  came  vigorously  into  opera- 
tion on  my  removal  from  the  wet  ditch  and  the  ruinous  hovel ; 
and  ere  the  close  of  winter  I  had  got  once  more  into  mj  ordi- 
nary state  of  robust  health.  I  read,  wrote,  drew,  correspond- 
ed with  mj  friend  William  Ross  (who  had  removed  to  Edin- 
burgh), re-examined  the  Eathie  Lias,  and  re-expl<»red  the 
Eathie  Bum, — a  noble  Old  Red  Sandstone  ravine,  remarkable 
for  the  wild  picturesqueness  of  its  diffii  and  the  beauty  of  its 
cataracts.  I  spent,  too,  many  an  evening  in  Unde  James'a 
workshop,  on  better  terms  with  both  my  uncles  than  almost 
ever  before, — a  consequence,  in  part,  of  the  sober  complezioii 
which,  as  the  seasons  passed,  my  mmd  was  gradually  assump 
ing,  and,  in  part,  of  the  manner  in  whidi  I  had  completed  my 
engagement  with  my  master.  ''Act  always,"  said  Unde 
James,  ^  as  you  have  done  in  this  matter.  In  all  your  deal- 
ings, give  your  neighbor  the  east  of  the  bauk^ — ^  good  meas* 
ure  heaped  up  and  running  over,' — and  you  will  not  lose  by 
it  in  the  ^id."  I  certainly  did  not  lose  by  fiuthfully  serving 
out  my  term  of  apprenticeship.  It  is  not  uninstructive  to  ob- 
serve how  strangely  the  pnblio  areled  at  times  to  attach  para* 
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monot  importanoe  to  what  is  in  reaHtf  only  sabov^Knatdlj  im- 
portant, and  to  pass  over  the  reallj  paramount  witliout  liioii^hi 
or  notice.    The  destiny  in  life  of  the  skilled  mechanic  is  much 
more  influenced,  for  instance,  by  his  second  edocatiofii — that 
of  his  apprenticeship — than  by  hb  first — that  of  the  school ; 
and  yet  it  is  to  the  education  at  the  school  that  the  importaiioe 
is  generally  regarded  as  attaching,  and  we  never  hear  of  the 
other.    The  careless,  incompetent  scholar  has  many  opportu- 
nities of  recovering  himself;  the  careless,  incompetent  i^ren- 
tice,  who  either  &ils  to  serve  out  his  r^ular  tame,  or  who, 
though  he  fulfils  his  term,  is  disdiarged  an  inferior  wm^kman, 
has  very  few ;  and  fiirther,  nothing  can  be  more  certain  than 
that  inferiority  as  a  workman  bears  mudi  more  disastroimly 
on  the  c(mdition  of  the  meohanic  thiui  inferiority  as  a  scholar. 
Unable  to  maintain  his  place  among  bro&er  journeymen,  or 
to  render  himself  worthy  of  the  average  wages  of  his  craft,  the 
ilUaught  mechanic  fells  out  of  regokr  employment,  subsists 
precariously  for  a  time  on  occasional  jobs,  and  eith^,  €oirmiag 
idle  habits,  becomes  a  vagabond  trampir^  or,  getting  into  the 
toils  of  some  rapacious  taak-master,  becomes  an  eaedaved 
mwol^r.    For  one  workman  injured  by  aegleci  of  his  sdiool* 
education,  there  are  scores  ndned  by  neglect  of  their  a{)pren» 
tioeshipeducation.    Three-fourths  of  the  distress  of  the  coimr 
tiy's  mechanics  (of  course  not  reckoning  that  of  the  nnhappy 
class  who  have  to  compete  witJi  madnnmy),  and  nine-t^ths 
of  their  vagabondism,  will  be  feund  restricted  to  ii^erior  work- 
men, who,  like  Hogarth's  ^  careless  apprentice,"  neglected  the 
opportunities  <^  their  second  term  of  edueation.  Thesagadous 
painter  had  a  truer  insight  into  the  matter  than  most  ei  oar 
modom  educationists. 

My  finend  cf  the  Doocot  Gave  had  been  servuEig  a  short  ap- 
prenticedbip  to  a  grocer  in  London  during  the  latter  years  in 
which  I  had  been  woiking  out  mine  as  a  stone-mason  in  the 
north  country ;  and  I  now  learned  that  he  had  just  retomed 
to  Us  native  place,  with  Ite  intention  <:£  setting  up  m  busi- 
ness lor  himsett  To  those  who  move  in  the  upper  walks,  the 
ss^oeity  la  stains  of  the  viHage  sfaop^ec^erover  liis  io«r* 
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iw^FiiMii  m»fi&Ek  mtaf  not  be  yeiy  peroeptible ;  but,  martjti 
ftom  the  lower  levels  of  soeietj,  it  is  qidte  considerable  enough 
to  be  seen ;  even  Gulliver  eould  determine  that  the  Emperor 
c^Iilliput  vas  taller  by  almost  the  breadth  of  a  naO  than  any 
of  his  Court ;  and,  though  extremely  desirous  of  renewing  my 
acquaifitaneeBhip  with  my  old  friend,  I  was  sensible  enough  of 
Ya»  advaotage  over  me  in  point  of  posi^ioQ,  to  &el  that  the  ne- 
oessary  advances  should  be  made  <w  his  part,  not  on  mine.  I, 
however,  threw  myself  in  his  way,  though  aifier  a  manner  so 
£aatldioufily  proud  and  jealous,  that  ev^  yet,  every  time  the 
Teec^kotion  crosses  nae,  it  provokes  me  to  a  smile.  On  learn* 
iog  that  he  was  eogsged  at  the  quay  in  superintending  the 
landing  of  some  goods,  for,  I  suppose,  his  future  tbopj  I  assum- 
ed  the  leathern  apron^  which  I  had  thrown  aside  for  the  winter 
at  Martiiunas,  and  stalked  past  him  in  my  woridng  dress, — a 
veritable operaMve  maaon, — eyeing  him  stead&stly  as  Ipassed. 
He  looked  at  me  for  a  moment;  and  then,  without  cngn  of  re- 
cognition, turned  indifferently  away.    I  Med  taking  into  ac- 
count that  he  had  never  seen  me  girt  with  a  leathern  apron  be- 
fore,— ^tbat,  since  we  had  last  parted,  I  had  grown  more  than 
half  a  fbotr^iuid  that  a  young  man  of  nearly  five  feet,  eleven 
inches,  with  an  incipient  whisker  palpably  viable  on  his  check, 
might  be  a  different-looking  sort  of  person  from  a  smooHi* 
chinned  alarippling  of  littiie  more  than  five  feet  three.    'And 
centainly  my  ficiend,  as  I  learned  firom  him  nearly  three  yean 
after,  &iled  on  this  oocaeHon  to  recognize  me.    But  beUeving 
that  ^  did,  and  that  he  did  not  dK>os6  to  reckon  among  his 
fi:ieods  a  humble  working  man,  I  returned  to  my  home  very 
sad^  and,  I  am  afiaid,  not  a  little  angry ;  and,  locd^iDg  tqp  the 
supposed  slight  in  my  breast,  as  if  of  too  delicate  a  nature  U> 
be  eommunieated  to  any  (me,  formore  tfaan  two  years  &oai 
this  time  I  did  not  again  cross  his  path. 

I  was  now  my  own  master,  and  commenced  work  as  a  jour- 
neyman in  behalf  of  <Hie  of  my  maternal  aunts, — ^the  aunt  who 
had«gone  so  many  years  befbre  to  live  with  h^  aged  rehitive, 
the  cousin  of  my  fiitiber,  and  the  mother  of  his  first  wifew 
Aimt. Jeimy  had  resided  ix  many  years  after  thki  tiiae  wHIi* 
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an  aged  widow  lady,  who  had  lived  apart  in  quiet  gentilitjoa 
very  small  means ;  and,  now  that  she  was  dead,  my  aunt  saw 
her  vocation  gone,  and  wished  that  she  too  could  live  apart,  a 
life  of  humble  independency,  supporting  herself  by  her  spin- 
ning-wheel,  and  by  now  and  then  knitting  a  stocking.    She 
feared,  however,  to  encounter  the  formidable  drain  on  her 
means  of  a  half-yearly  room-rent ;  and,  as  there  was  a  little 
bit  of  ground  at  the  head  of  the  strip  of  garden  Idl  me  by  my 
fitther,  which  bord^ed  cm  a  road  that,  communicating  between 
town  and  country,  bore,  as  is  common  in  the  north  of  Scotland, 
the  French  name  of  the  Pay9^  it  occurred  to  me  that  I  might 
try  my  hand,  as  a  skOled  mechanic,  in  erecting  upon  it  a  cot- 
tage for  Aunt  Jenny.    Masons  have,  of  course,  more  in  their 
power  in  the  way  of  house-building  than  any  other  dass  of 
meehMuos.    It  was  necessary,  however,  that  there  should  be 
m<»iey  provided  for  the  purchase  of  wood  for  the  rooi^  and  for 
the  carting  of  the  necessary  stCHies  and  mortar;  andl  had  none. 
But  Aunt  Jenny  had  saved  a  few  pounds,  and  a  very  few 
proved  sufficient ;  and  so  I  built  a  cottage  in  the  Pays,  of  a 
single  room  and  a  closet,  as  my  first  job,  which,  if  not  very 
elegant,  or  of  large  accommodation,  came  fiilly  up  to  Aunt 
Jenny's  ideas  of  comfort,  and  which,  for  at  least  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  has  served  her  as  a  home.  It  was  completed  before 
Whitsunday,  and  I  then  deliberated  on  setting  mysdf  to  seek 
after  employment  of  a  more  remunerative  kind,  with  just  a 
little  of  the  feeling  to  which  we  owe  one  of  the  best  known 
elegiac  poems  in  the  language,-^ the  ''Man  was  made  to 
Mourn"  of  Bums.     ^  There  is  nothing  that  gives  me  a  more 
mortifying  picture  of  human  life,"  said  the  poet,  ^  than  a  man 
seeking  wwk."    Tbe  required  work,  however,  came  direct  in 
my  way  without  solkntation,  and  exactly  at  the  proper  tame. 
I  was  engaged  to  assist  in  hewing  a  Gothic  gateway  among 
the  woods  of  my  old  haunt,  Conon^de ;  and  was  th^  de- 
spatched, when  the  work  was  on  the  eve  of  being  finiahed,  to 
provide  materials  £br  building  a  house  on  the  western  coast 
of  JRoss^re.    My  new  master  had  ^und  me  engaged  in  the 
previoiui  season,  amid  the  wild  turmoil  of  the  baraackyin. 
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sfcadying  pTactieal  geometiy,  and  had  glanoed  q>proTiiigl7  ovcar 
a  series  of  ardiitectaral  drawings,  which  I  had  just  complet* 
ed ;  and  he  now  sought  me  out  in  oonsequenoe,  and  placed 
me  in  charge  of  a  small  party  which  he  despatched  in  advance 
of  his  other  workmen,  and  which  I  was  instructed  to  increase, 
by  employing  a  laborer  or  two  on  arriving  at  the  scene  of  our 
future  employment. 

We  were  to  be  accompanied  by  a  carter  from  a  neighbor- 
ing town ;  and  on  the  morning  fixed  for  the  commencem^it 
Off  our  journey,  his  cart  and  horse  were  early  at  Con<Mi-side, 
to  carry  across  the  country  the  tools  required  at  our  new  job ; 
but  of  himself  we  saw  no  trace,  and  about  ten  o'clock  we  set 
off  without  him.  Ascertaining,  however,  when  about  two 
miles  on  our  way,  that  we  had  left  behind  us  a  lever  useful  in 
the  setting  of  lai^e  stones,  I  bade  my  companion  wait  for  me 
at  the  village  of  Oontin,  where  we  expected  meetii^  the  carter; 
and,  returning  for  the  tool,  I  quitted  the  high  road  on  finding 
it,  and,  to  save  time,  and  avoid  a  detour  of  about  three  miles, 
stnidc  across  the  country  direct  on  the  village.  My  way  was, 
however,  a  very  rough  one ;  and  in  coming  upon  the  Ccmon, 
-which  it  was  necessary  I  should  ford, — ^for,  by  avoiding  the 
detour,  I  had  missed  ^e  bridge, — ^I  found  it  tolerably  heavy 
in  flood.  Save  for  the  iron  lever  which  I  carried,  I  would 
have  selected,  as  my  point  of  (»*ossing,  one  of  the  still,  deep 
pools,  as  much  safer  to  a  vigorous  swimmer  than  any  of  the 
apparent  fords,  with  their  powerful  currents,  whirling  eddies, 
and  roug^  bottoms.  But  though  the  heroes  of  antiquity-*- 
men  such  as  Julius  Osssar  and  Horatius  CJoccles — could  swim 
across  rivers  and  seas  in  heavy  armor,  the  spedfic  gravity  of 
die  human  subject  in  these  latter  ages  of  tiie  world  forbids 
audi  feats ;  and  concluding  that  I  had  not  levity  enough  in  my 
fifamework  to  float  across  the  lever,  I  selected,  with  some  hes- 
itation, one  of  the  better-looking  fords,  and,  with  my  trous- 
ers dangling  firom  the  iron-beam  on  my  shoulder,  entered  the 
river.  Such  waa  the  arrowy  swiflness  of  the  current,  how- 
ever, tliat  the  water  had  scarce  reached  my  middle  when  it 
began  tohoUowout  the  stcmes  and  gravel  from  under  my  feet. 
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and  to  bear  me  down  per  foroe  in  a  slanting  diiec^n.  ISKre 
-was  a  foaming  rapid  just  at  hand ;  and  immediately  Ifteyond, 
a  deep,  dark  pool,  in  which  Uie  chafed  current  whirled  axound, 
as  if  exhausting  the  wrath  aroused  b j  its  reoest  treatment 
among  rooks  and  stones,  ere  recovering  its  ordinary  temper ; 
and  had  I  lost  footing,  or  been  carried  a  little  further  down,  I 
know  not  how  it  might  have  fared  with  me  in  Uie  wild  film- 
ing desoMit  that  lay  between  the  ford  and  the  pool.  Garious- 
ly  enough,  however,  the  one  idea  which,  in  the  ezcitCTsent  (^ 
Ihe  moment,  filled  my  mind,  was  an  intensely  ludicrous  one. 

I  would,  ci  course,  lose  not  only  the  lever  in  the  toirait,  bat 
my  trousers  also ;  and  how  was  I  ever  to  get  home  witfaont 
them  1  Where,  in  the  name  of  wonder,  would  I  get  a  kHt  to 
borrow!  I  have  oftener  than  once  experienced  ^s  strange 
sensation  of  the  ludicrous  in  drcumstances  with  whidi  a  dsS- 
ferent  feeling  would  have  hannoni26d  better.  Byron  repre- 
sents it  as  rising  in  extreme  grief:  it  is,  however,  I  suspect, 
greatly  more  comm<Hi  in  extr^ne  danger ;  and  all  Ihe  in* 
stances  which  the  poet  himself  gives  in  his  note,--^ir  Thomas 
More  on  the  scaflbld,  Anne  Boleyn  in  the  Tower,  and  those 
victims  of  the  Frendi  Revolution  ^  with  whom  it  became  a 
fesliion  to  leave  some  mot  as  a  legacy,"— were  all  jokers 
rather  in  circumstances  of  dei^erate  and  hopeless  peril  than 
<^  sorrow.  It  is,  however,  in  danger,  as  certainly  as  in  grie^ 
a  joyless  sort  ci  mirth. 

**That  playfulness  of  sorrow  ne^er  beguiles ; 
It  nniles  in  bitteraess ;  but  still  it  smilei, 
Afld  ■omettnifiB  wiOi  ttie  wisest  and  tha  b«B^ 
nu  even  the  acaffold  ecboes  wUli  their  JeeL** 

Tbe  feeling,  however,  though  an  inharmoniously  toned,  is  nsit 

II  weakening  one.  I  laughed  in  the  stream,  but  I  did  noli  yield 
to  it ;  and,  making  a  violent  efibrt,  when  just  on  the  edge  cf 
liie  rapid,  I  got  into  sdller  water,  and  succeeded  in  makiig 
my  way  to  the  opposite  bank,  dranohed  to  the  arm^ta.  It 
was  in  nearly  liie  same  reach  of  the  Gonoa  that  my  poer 
friend  tlie  mamao  of  Ord  lost  her  life  a  few  years  aAee. 

I  feund  my  companion  in  charge  of  the  cart  witii  our  t0(d% 
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baiting  ttl  an  kn  a  UHle  beyond  Conlan ;  but  Aeate  was  no 
sign  of  the  oartw ;  and  we  were  informed  by  the  innkeeper, 
to  whom  he  was  well  known,  that  we  might  have  to  wait  for 
liim  all  day,  and  perhi^s  not  see  him  at  night.  GickXSack, — 
m  name  expressiye  of  the  carter's  fluency  as  a  talker,  by  wMeh 
he  was  oflener  designated  than  by  the  one  in  the  parish  register, 
-•^-cnight  no  doubt  hare  purposed  in  the  morning  joining  us  at 
an  early  hour,  but  that  was  when  he  was  sober ;  and  what  his 
intention  might  be  now,  said  the  innkeeper,  when  in  all  proba- 
bility he  was  drunk,  no  living  man  could  say.  lliis  was  rather 
star^in^  intellig^iee  to  men  who  had  a  l<»ig  journey  through 
a  roi^  oountry  before  them ;  and  my  eomrade-~a  lad  a  year 
or  two  (Mer  than  myself  but  stOl  an  apprentice — added  to  my 
dinnay  by  telling  me  he  had  been  sure  from  the  first  there  was 
sometime  wrong  with  dick-Claok,  and  that  his  master  had 
secured  his  service  not  from  choioe,  but  simply  because^  hav- 
ing Ihoughiiesi^y  become  surety  for  him  at  a  sale  for  the  price 
of  a  horse,  and  being  left  to  pay  for  the  animal,  he  had  now  em- 
ployed him,  in  the  hope  of  getting  himself  reimbursed.  I  re- 
M^ved,  however,  on  waitang  for  the  carter  until  the  last  moment 
aft^  which  it  wouM  be  impossible  for  us  to  reach  our  ultimate 
stage  without  perilously  encroaching  on  the  ni^t ;  and,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  he  would  not  very  socm  join  us,  I  set  out  for 
a  nei^boring  hill,  which  commands  an  extensive  view,  to  take 
note  of  the  main  futures  of  a  district  with  which  Ihad  formed, 
during  the  two  previous  years,  not  a  few  interesting  associa- 
tions, and  to  dry  my  wetted  clothes  in  the  breeze  and  the 
sun.  The  old  Tow^  of  Fairbum  formed  one  of  the  most 
striking  objects  in  the  prospect ;  and  the  eye  expatiated  beyond 
£poai  where  the  gneiss  region  begins,  on  a  tractof  broken  Mil 
and  hrown  moor,  un^e^^  by  a  single  green  field  or  human 
dwelling*  There  are  traditions  that,  in  their  very  peeuliariiy, 
and  remoteness  from  the  traet  of  ordmary  invention,  give 
evidence  of  their  truth ;  and  I  now  called  up  a  taudition,  which 
I  owed  to  my  friend  tiie  maniac,  respecting  die  mann^  in 
whicht^Matdcenmesof  fUrhutnandtheOnalM^nui  of  8^ 
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flaw  had  divided  this  barren  tcsGtbelire^lihem.  Ithadlain^ 
from  the  first  setdement  of  the  oountrj,  aa  uiu^prc^iated 
waste,  and  neither  propiiet<»r  could  tell  where  his  own  lamls 
terminated,  or  those  g£  his  neighbcxr  began ;  but  finding  that 
the  want  <^  a  proper  line  of  demarcation  led  to  quarrela  be- 
tween their  herdsmen  when  baiting  in  thdr  summer  idiif>linga 
with  their  cattle,  thej  agreed  to  have  the  tract  divided.  The 
tigB  of  landHEnirveyiMrs  had  not  yet  come ;  but,  selecting  two  old 
women  of  sevent j^ve,  thej  sent  them  out  at  the  same  hour,  to 
meet  among  the  hills,  the  one  fixmi  Fairbum  Tower,  the  other 
from  Ercfaless  Castle,  after  first  binding  themselves  to  aoo^ 
their  place  of  meeting  as  the  p<nnt  at  whidi  to  set  up  the  bound- 
ary-stone of  the  two  properties.  The  wom^  attended  by  a 
bevy  of  competent  witnesses,  journeyed  as  if  for  life  and  death; 
but  the  Fairbum  woman,  who  was  the  laird's  fosta^mothe^, 
fli^r  more  aealous  or  more  active  than  the  Chisholm  one, 
travelled  nearly  two  miles  for  hor  one ;  and  wh^i  they  came 
in  sight  of  each  other  in  the  waste,  it  was  &r  from  the  fiekis  (^ 
Fairbum,  and  comparatively  at  no  great  distanoe  from  those 
of  the  Chisholm.  It  is  not  easy  knowing  why  they  shouM 
have  regarded  one  another  in  the  light  of  enemies ;  but  at  a 
mile's  distance,  their  flagging  pace  quidEened  into  a  run,  and^ 
meeting  at  a  narrow  rivulet,  they  would  fiun  have  fought ; 
but  lacking,  in  their  utter  exhaustion,  strength  for  fighting 
Aid  breath  for  scolding,  they  could  only  seat  themselves  on 
the  oppodte  banks,  and  ^m  at  one  another  across  the  stream* 
Oeoige  Cmikdiank  has  had  at  times  worse,  subjects  for  his 
pencil*  It  is,  I  bdlieve^  Landor,  in  one  of  his  "•  imaginary 
oonvenations,''  who  makes  a  Highland  laird  inform  Adam 
Smith  that,  de»ions  to  ascertain,  in  some  sort  of  wtaotivMA 
degree,  the  size  of  his  property,  he  had  j^aced  a  line  of  pip»9 
aioand  it,  each  at  sudi  a  distance  from  his  nearest  nei^bor 
that  he  could  barely  catch  the  sound  of  his  bagpipe;  and 
that  from  the  number  of  pipers  required  he  was  able  to  form 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  extent  of  his  estate.  And 
hercyina  Highland  traditi(»i,  genuiiw  at  least  as  suobi  are  we 


OB,  rsa  &K«T  OF  XY  VDfuoAseion.        US 

B^odaoed  to  an  ezpedi^it  of  llie  kiiid  scsroeleaB  lodioMsor 
Inadeqiiate  than  tliat  which  Landor  musst,  in  one  ef  his  hmnoiw 
our  moods,  have  merely  imagined. 

I  returned  to  the  inn  at  the  hour  from  ifiiich,aa  I  faareflaidy 
it  would  be  posdble  for  us,  and  not  more  than  posrible,  to 
complete  onr  day's  journey ;  and  fining,  as  I  had  antioipated, 
no  trace  of  ClickOack,  we  set  off  without  him.  Our  way 
led  US  through  long  moory  straths,  with  heare  and  there  a  blue 
lake  and  birch  wood,  and  here  and  there  a  ^oup  of  dingy 
cottages  and  of  irr^ular  fields ;  but  the  general  scenery  was 
fliotof  the  prevailing  schistose  gneiss  ci  the  Scotdi  HigfalandSy 
in  which  rounded  confluent  hills  stand  up  over  long  wiihdraw- 
kig  valleys,  and  imposing  rallier  from  its  bare  and  lonely 
expansiveness,  than  from  aught  bold  or  striking  in  its  features. 
The  district  had  been  opened  up  only  a  few  seasons  previous 
by  the  Parliamentary  road  over  which  we  travelled,  and  was 
at  l^e  time  little  known  to  the  tourist ;  and  tlie  thirty  years 
which  have  since  passed,  have  in  some  respects  considerably 
changed  it,  as  diey  haye  done  the  Highlands  g»ierally.  Most 
of  the  cottages,  when  I  last  journeyed  the  way,  w^«  repre- 
sented by  but  broken  ruins,  and  the  fields  by  mossy  patdies 
that  remained  green  amid  the  waste.  I  marked  at  one  spot 
an  extraordinary  group  of  oak  trees,  in  the  last  stage  of  decay, 
which  would  have  attracted  notice  from  their  great  bulk  and 
size  in  even  the  forests  of  England.  The  largest  of  the  group 
lay  rotting  upon  the  ground, — a  black,  doddered  dieU,  fully 
mx  feet  in  diameter,  but  hollow  as  a  tar-barrel ;  while  the  otibers, 
some  ^ur  or.  five  in  nimiber,  stood  up  around  it,  totally  di* 
vested  of  all  their  larger  boughs,  but  green  with  leaves,  that^ 
from  the  minuteness  of  the  twigs  on  which  they  grew,  wrap» 
ped  them  around  like  close-fittang  mantles.  Their  period  c^ 
**  tree-ship  " — ^to  borrow  a  phrase  from  Cowper — must  have 
extended  far  into  the  obscure  past  of  Highland  histary,-*-4o  a 
time,  I  doubt  not,  when  not  a  few  of  the  adjacent  peat-mosses 
stall  lived  as  forests,  and  when  some  of  tihe  nei^boring  dans 
— ^Frasers,  Bissets,  and  CMsholms — had,  at  least  under  the  ex* 
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ifltiag  jumas  (French  and  Saxon  in  thar  derivation),  not  yel 
b^;iia  to  be.  £re  we  reached  the  solitary  inn  of  Auchea- 
nasheen, — a  true  Highland  dachan  of  the  ancient  type, — the 
vi^  had  fiillen  dark  and  stonny  for  a  night  in  Jane ;  and  a 
gray  mist  which  had  ba^n  descending  for  hoars  along  the  hilla^ 
— ^blotting  off  their  brown  sammits  bit  by  bit,  as  an  artist  mi^ 
his  pencilled  hills  with  a  piece  of  India  rubber,  but  whidi, 
aaethodical  in  its  encroachments,  had  preserved  in  its  advances 
a  p^eot  horizontality  of  line,-— had  broken  into  a  heavy,  con- 
tincious  rain.  As,  however,  the  fair  weather  had  lasted  us  till 
we  were  within  a  mile  of  our  journey's  end,  we  were  only 
partially  wet  on  our  arrival,  and  soon  succeeded  in  drying 
ourselves  in  front  of  a  noble  turf  fire.  My  comrade  would  Ma 
have  solaced  himself,  after  our  weary  journey,  with  somethi^ 
nice.  He  held  that  a  Highland  inn  should  be  able  to  furnish 
at  least  a  bit  of  muttonrham  or  a  cut  of  dried  salmon,  and 
ordered  a  few  slices,  first  of  ham,  and  then  of  sahnon ;  but  his 
orders  served  merely  to  perplex  the  landlord  and  his  wife,  whose 
stones  seemed  to  consist  of  only  oatmeal  and  whisky ;  and, 
coming  down  in  his  expectations  and  demands,  and  intimating 
that  he  was  very  hungry,  and  that  anything  edible  would  do, 
we  heard  the  landlady  inform,  with  evident  satis&ction,  a  red- 
armed  w^ich,  dressed  in  blue  plaiding,  that  ^^  the  lads  would 
take  porridge."  The  porridge  was  accordingly  prepared ;  and 
when  engaged  in  discussing  this  ^miliar  viand,  a  little  before 
midnight, — for  we  had  arrived  late, — ^a  tall  Highlander  enter- 
ed the  inn,  dropping  like  a  miU-wheeL  He  was  charged,  he 
said,  with  messages  to  the  landlord,  and  to  two  mason  lads  in 
the  inn,  from  a  forlorn  carter  with  whom  he  had  travelled 
about  twenty  miles,  but  who,  knocked  up  by  the  "  drap  drink" 
and  a  pair  of  bad  shoes,  had  been  compelled  to  shelter  for  the 
ni^t  in  a  cottage  about  seven  miles  short  of  Auchen-nasheen. 
The  carter's  message  to  the  landlord  was  simply  to  the  effect 
that,  the  two  mason  lads  having  stolen  his  horse  and  cart,  he 
instructed  him  to  detain  his  property  for  him,  until  he  himself 
should  come  up  in  the  morning.    As  for  his  message  to  the 
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lads  Hud  the  Highknder,  ^  it  was  no  meikk  worth  gMm  o'er 
again ;  but  if  we  liked  to  buckle  on  a'  the  Gaelic  curses  to  a' 
the  English  ones,  it  would  be  something  like  that." 

We  were  awakened  next  morning  by  a  tremendous  hnblMih 
in  tibe  adjoining  apartment  It  is  Qic^-Oack,  the  carta*,  said 
viy  comrade :  O,  what  shall  we  do?  We  leaped  up ;  and 
getting  into  our  ck)thes  in  doubly^quick  time,  set  ourselves  to 
reconnoitre  through  the  (»iumies  of  a  deal  partition,aBd  sawthe 
carter  standing  in  the  middle  of  ^e  next  room,  storming  furi- 
ously, and  the  landlord,  a  smooth-spoken,  little  old  man,  striy- 
ing  hard  to  conciliate  him.  Click-Clack  was  a  rou^lookii^ 
fellow,  turned  of  forty,  of  about  five  feet  ten,  with  a  black,  un- 
shaven beard,  like  a  shoe-brush,  stuck  under  his  nose,  which 
was  red  as  a  coal,  and  attired  in  a  sadly-breached  suit  of  Aber- 
deen*gray,  topped  by  a  brimless  hat,  that  had  been  borrowed, 
apparency,  from  some  obliging  scare-crow.  I  measured  him 
in  person  and  expression ;  and,  deeming  myself  his  matdi, 
even  unassisted  by  my  comrade,  on  whose  discretion  I  could 
calculate  with  more  certainty  than  on  his  valor,  I  entef^ 
the  apartment,  and  taxed  him  with  gross  dereliction  of  duty. 
He  had  left  us  to  drive  his  horse  and  cart  for  a  whole  day,  and 
bad  broken,  for  the  sake  of  his  wretched  indulgence  in  the  pub- 
lio-hottse,  his  engagement  with  our  master ;  and  I  would  report 
him  to  a  certainty.  The  carter  turned  upon  me  with  the  fierce* 
ness  of  a  wild  beast;  but,  first  catching  his  eye,  as  I  would 
that  of  a  maniac,  I  set  my  fiu)e  v^y  near  his,  and  he  calmed 
down  in  a  moment.  He  could  not  help  being  late,  he  said : 
he  had  reached  the  inn  at  Contin  not  an  hour  after  we  had  left 
it ;  and  it  was  really  very  hard  to  have  to  travel  a  long  day's 
journey  in  such  bad  shoes.  We  accepted  his  apology ;  and, 
ordering  the  landlord  to  bring  in  half  a  mutdikin  of  whisky, 
the  storm  blew  by.  The  morning,  like  the  previous  night,  had 
been  thidc  and  rainy ;  but  it  gradually  cleared  up  as  the  day 
rose ;  and  after  breakfast  we  set  out  together  alcHig  a  broken 
footpath,  never  before  traversed  by  horse  and  cart.  We  passed 
a  solitary  lake,  on  whose  shores  die  only  human  dwelling  was 
a  dark  turf  shieling,  at  which,  however,  Clidi-Clack  ascer« 
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tBoned  there  was  whisky  to  be  sold;  and  liieii  entered  npcn a 
tract  of  soenerj-  wfaoll j-  ^Bflbrent  in  ilai  composition  and  diar* 
acter  fix>m  that  tliroug^  wbick  om*  journey  had  previouflfy  lain, 
lliere  runs  along  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  from  the  lalaiid 
of  Rum  to  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Cape  Wratii,  a 
fefrmation  laid  down  by  Macculloch,  in  his  Geol<^:ical  Map  of 
the  Kingdom,  as  Old  Red  Sandstone,  but  whidi  imderlies  for* 
mations  deemed  primary, — two  of  these  of  quartz  rock,  and  a 
third  of  that  unfossiliferous  limestone  in  which  the  fai^  Cuvb 
of  Smoo  is  hollowed,  and  to  which  the  Assynt  marbles  belong. 
The  system,  which,  taken  as  a  whole,— quartz-rode,  lime,  and 
sandstone, — corresponds  bed  for  bed  with  the  Lower  Old  Red 
of  the  east  coast,  and  is  probably  of  a  highly  metamorphic  ex* 
ample  of  that  great  deposit,  eidiibits  its  fullest  development 
m  Assynt,  where  all  its  four  component  beds  are  present,    hi 
tbe  tract  on  idiich  we  now  entered,  it  presents  only  two  d 
these, — ^the  lower  quartz-rock,  and  the  underlying  red  sand- 
stone ;  but  wherever  any  of  its  members  aj^pear,  they  present 
Unique  features, — ^marks  ci  mormons  denudation,  and  a  bold 
style  of  landscape  altogether  its  own ;  and  in  now  enterii^ 
upon  it  fbr  the  first  time,  I  was  much  impressed  by  its  extra- 
ordinary character.     Lodi  Maree,  one  of  the  wildest  of  oar 
Highland  lakes, — and  at  this  time  scarce  at  all  known  to  the 
tourist, — owes  to  it  all  that  is  peculiar  in  its  appearance, — ^its 
tall  pyramidal  quartz  mountains,  that  rise  at  one  stride,  steep, 
and  well  nigh  as  naked  as  the  old  Pyramids,  from  nearly  the 
level  of  the  sea,  to  heights  on  which  at  midsummer  the  snows 
of  winter  gleam  white  in  streaks  and  patdies,  and  a  piotnussque 
sandstone  tract  of  precipitous  hills,  which  flanks  its  westeni 
shore,  and  bore  at  this  period  the  remains  of  one  of  the  old 
pine  forests.    A  contmuouswall  of  gneiss  mountains,  that  runs 
along  the  eastern  side  of  the  lake,  sinks  sheer  into  its  brown 
depths,  save  at  one  pomt,  where  a  levdi  tract,  halfenoErdad 
by  precipices,  is  occupied  by  fields  and  copsewood^  and  bean 
in  the  midst  a  white  mansion^honse ;  the  blue  expanse  of  the 
lake  greatly  broadois  in  its  lower  reaches;  anda  group  <^par- 
ttoUy  submevged  hillecks,  thalresemUe  the  forestroarered  oosi 


OB,  THE  ffTDBT  09  KT  BDUOUnON .  %it 

on  its  irestem  shoiies,  but  are.c^  lower  altitude^  rite  over  ito 
wsters,  and  form  a  miniature  arehipelago,  graj  with  liohoned 
stone,  and  hoeky  with  birch  and  haxeL  Finding  at  the  head 
of  the  loch  that  no  horse  and  cart  had  ev&r  forced  their  way 
along  its  «deSy  we  had  to  hire  a  boat  for  the  tranfl|iort  of  aft 
least  oort  and  baggage ;  and  whra  the  boafanen  were  getting 
ready  for  the  voyage,  which  was,  with  the  charaotenatic  di]a> 
loriness  of  the  district,  a  work  of  hours,  we  baited  at  the 
eiacfaan  of  Etnlockewe, — a  humble  Highland  inn,  like  that  in 
which  we  had  passed  the  night.  The  name*— that  of  an  old 
hrm  which  stretches  out  along  the  head  or  upper  end  of  Lock 
Maree — has  a  remarkable  etymology :  it  means  simply  the 
head  of  Loch  £we, — ^the  salt-water  loch  into  which  the  watera 
of  Looh  Maree  empty  themselves  by  a  river  little  more  than 
m  mile  in  kngdi,  and  ivhoee  j^esent  head  is  some  sixteen  or 
tw^ity  miles  distant  l&om  the  &rm  whidi  bears  its  name.  Era 
that  last  elevation  of  the  land,  however,  to  which  our  country 
owes  the  level  ma]^;inal  strip  (hat  stretches  between  the  prea* 
eat  coast-line  and  the  ancient  one,  the  sea  must  have  found  its 
way  to  the  old  &rm.  Lioch  Maree  (Mary's  Loch),  a  namia 
e(videnily  of  mediaval  origin,  would  thai  have  existed  as  a 
prolongation  of  the  marine  Loch  Ewe,  and  IRtUochetoe  would 
have  actually  been  what  the  compound  words  signify,*— dif 
head  of  Loch  Ewe.  Ihore  seems  to  be  reason  for  holding  that, 
eve  the  latest  elevaticm  of  the  liand  took  place  in  our  island,  it 
had  received  its  first  human  inhabitants^ — ^rude  savages,  who 
employed  tools  and  weapcHis  of  stone,  and  &8hioned  caooea 
out  of  sin^e  logs  of  wood.  Are  we  to  aooept  etymologies 
fluoh  as  the  instanced  <»e — and  there  are  several  such  in  tbd 
Highlands — as  good,  in  evidence  that  these  aboriginal  savagyw 
wore  of  the  Celtic  raoe,  and  that  Gaelic  was  spokea  in  ScoU 
land  at  a  time  when  its  strips  of  grassy  links^  and  tl^  sites 
of  many  of  its  seiqK>rt  towns,  such  as  Leith,  Greenock,  Mus- 
aaXburgh,  and  Ocomtattj,  existed  as  oozy  sea-beaches,  covered 
twice  every  day  by  the  waters  of  the  ocean  ^ 

It  was  a  delightfol  evenkig,--Hitill,  breathless^  deary^-^^s  wa^ 
nrept  slowly  aorosa  the  broad  breast  x)fLogbMajree|.  and  thi^ 
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W9d.  light  of  tlie  Mlaog  ami  All  ea  many  a  sweet  irild  i 
•mid  the  labfrintii  of  isiaads  purple  inHk  heath,  and  ore 
by  the  bbdi  and  moontain-ash ;  or  akiited  abi^  the  brcAen 
^adea  <^  the  andent  forest ;  or  lifted  up  into  a  blush  the 
pale  stony  hooB  of  the  tall  pyramidal  hills.  A  boat  beaniig 
a  wedding  party  was  crooErag  the  lake  to  the  white  faooae  on 
the  opposite  rade^  and  a  paper,  stationed  in  the  bows^  was  die- 
aooraing  sweet  mnsie,  that,  softened  by  distanoe,  and  caog^ 
«qp  by  the  echoes  of  the  rodka,  resemUed  no  strain  1  had  ever 
heard  £rom  the  bagp^  before.  Even  the  boatm«i  rested  on 
Iheir  oaia,  and  I  had  jnst  enough  <^  Gaelie  to  know  tiiat  th^ 
laere  remarking  how  yery  beantifiil  it  waa.  ^I  wish,"  aaid 
ny  oemrade,  ^  yon  understood  those  men :  they  have  a  greaft 
■any  curious  stories  about  the  lodi,  that  I  am  sure  yon  would, 
like.  Bee  yon  tiiat  huge  island?  It  is  IslandrMaree.  Th^:« 
hj  they  t^  me,  an  old  borying'gronnd  on  it^  in  whidi  the 
Danaa  used  to  bury  long  ages  ago,  and  whose  anciimt  t«Nnb* 
stones  no  man  can  read.  And  yon  o^n&r  island  beside  it  i» 
iaooos  as  the  place  in  which  the  ^food  people  meet  evi^ry  year 
tomakesubniksion  to  their  queen.  There  is,  they  say,  a  little 
kxdi  in  the  ishmd,  and  anotiier  Httie  idand  in  the  loch;  and 
it  is  tmder  a  tree  on  that  inner  idand  that  the  que«i  «ts  and 
gathers  kahi  for  the  ETil-One.  They  tdl  me  that^  for  oertam, 
the  fiririea  have  not  left  thia  part  of  the  comrtry  yet"  W« 
landed,  a  littie  after  aunset,  at  the  point  from  which  our  road 
led  aeross  the  hills  to  the  seaside,  but  found  that  the  carter 
had  not  yet  eome  up ;  and  at  length,  dflapairing  of  his  a|^>ear". 
anoe,  and  unable  to  carry  off  his  cart  and  the  bag^i^  with  n% 
is  we  had  sueoeeded  in  Iningii^  off  carty  horse,  and  baggagn 
en  the  previons  day,  we  were  {»eparing  to  take  iq^oor  n^t^a 
lo^^ng  under  die  rii^ter  of  an  overhanging  crag,  whan  we 
heard  him  coming  soliloquizing  through  the  wood,  in  a  man- 
ner worthy  of  lus  name,  as  if  he  were  not  one,  bat  twenty  oart> 
ers.  ^  What  a  perfect  shame  of  a  country !"  he  eachumed,— «• 
p^eet  shame!  Road  for  a  horse,  forsoofh !— more  like  a 
tanipihe  stair.  And  not  a  foed  of  corn  for  the  poor  beaat ; 
andnotapiMiohoaaealwecathBBaadKmkwhswe;  andn^ 
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&  dvop  of  lidilsky ;  perfect,  perfect  dutme  of  a  eotmtrj !"  Oa 
Ills  coming  up  in  apparently  very  bad  humor,  ive  feond  him 
disposed  to  transfer  the  shame  of  the  country  to  our  shouldfira 
^hat  sort  of  people  were  we,  he  asked,  to  trayel  in  audi  a 
land  without  whisky !  Whisky,  howerer,  there  was  none  to 
produce ;  there  was  no  whisky  nearer,  we  told  him,  than  the 
public  house  at  the  sea-side,  where  we  proposed  spending  tiie 
night ;  and,  of  course,  the  sooner  we  got  there  the  better.  And 
after  assisting  him  to  harness  his  horse,  we  set  off  in  the  darl^ 
ening  twilight,  amid  the  hills.  Bough  gray  rodts,  and  Utte 
blue  lochans,  edged  with  flags,  and  mottled  In  tiielr  seasoa 
with  water-lilies,  glimmered  dim  and  uncertain  in  the  hnpev* 
feet  li^t  as  we  passed;  but  ere  we  reached  the  inn  of  Fkw^ito 
dale  in  Gairloch,  every  object  stood  out  clear,  llioagh  cold,  in 
tlie  increscent  light  of  morning;  and  a  few  light  streaks  of 
cloud,  poised  in  the  east  over  the  unrisen  sun,  were  gradually 
exdianging  their  gleam  of  pale  bronze  fer  a  deep  flush  d^ 
mingled  blood  and  fire. 

After  the  refreshment  of  a  few  hours'  sleep  and  a  tolerable 
breakfest,  we  set  out  for  the  scene  of  our  labors,  winch  lay  on 
the  sea-shore,  about  two  miles  further  to  the  north  and  west ; 
and  were  shown  an  outhouse, — c«ie  of  a  square  of  dilapidated 
oflices, — ^which  we  might  fit  up,  we  were  told,  for  our  barrack. 
The  building  had  been  originally  what  is  known  on  the  noitbi 
western  coast  of  Scotland,  with  its  everweeping  dimate,  as  m 
hay-bam ;  but  it  was  now  merely  a  roof-covered  tank  of  green' 
stagnant  water,  about  three-quarters  of  a  foot  in  depth,  wbkM 
had  oozed  through  the  walls  from  an  over-goi^ed  pond  in  the 
adjacent  court,  that  in  a  tract  of  recent  ruins  had  overflowed 
its  banks,  and  not  yet  subsided.  Our  new  house  did  look  ex- 
ceedingly like  a  beaver-dam,  with  this  disadvantageous  difi^ 
ence,  that  no  expedient  of  diving  could  bring  us  to  better 
chambers  on  the  other  side  of  the  wi^.  My  comrade,  setting 
himself  to  sound  the  abyss  with  his  stick,  sung  out  in  sailor 
style,  "  three  feet  water  in  the  hold ;"  Click-Clack  broke  into 
4  rage.  ^That  a  dwelling  for  human  creatures!"  he  sakL 
*^lf  I  was  to  put  my  horse  intil't,  poor  beast !  the  very  hoofii- 


nt  XT  0CBOQI18  AKD  SCHOOIilUBrBBa; 

would  Tot  off  him  in  less  tkaa  a  week.    Are  we  eeib  or  pii- 
docks,  that  wo  are  sent  to  live  in  a  loohl"  Marking,  however, 
a  narrow  portion  of  the  ridge  which  dammed  up  the  waters 
of  the  neighhoriDg  pool,  whence  our  domidle  derived  its  sup- 
ply, I  set  myself  to  cut  it  across^  and  had  soon  the  satis&ctioii 
<^  seeing  the  g^ieral  sur&ce  lowered  fully  a  £>ot,  and  the 
floor  of  our  future  dwelling  laid  hare.    Qick-Clack,  gathering 
cotmige  as  he  saw  the  waters  ehhing  away,  seised  a  shovel, 
and  soon  showed  us  the  value  of  his  many  years'  practice  in 
the  khors  of  the  stahle ;  and  th^  despatching  lum  for  a  few 
eart-loads  of  a  dry  shell-sand  from  the  shore,  which  I  had 
mariced  hy  the  way  as  suitable  for  mixing  with  our  lime,  we  * 
had  soon  for  our  tank  of  green  water  a  fine  white  floor.   "  Man 
wants  but  little  here  below,"  especially  in  a  mason's  barrack. 
There  were  two  square  openings  in  the  apartment,  neither  of 
them  furnished  with  frame  or  glass ;  but  the  one  we  GUed 
np  with  stone,  and  an  old  unglazed  frame,  which,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  a  base  and  border  of  tur^  I  succeeded  in  fitting 
into  the  other,  gave  at  least  an  air  of  respectability  to  the 
place,     Boulder  stones,  capped  with  pieces  of  mossy  tur( 
served  us  for  seats ;  and  we  had  soon  a  comfortable  peat  fire 
blazing  against  the  gable ;  but  we  were  still  sadly  in  want  of 
a  bed :  the  fundamental  damp  of  the  floor  was,  we  saw,  &st 
gaining  on  the  sand ;  and  it  would  be  neither  comfortable  nor 
safe  to  spread  our  dried  grass  and  blankets  over  it  My  com- 
rade went  out  to  see  whether  the  place  did  not  fiumish  mate- 
rials enough  of  any  kind  to  make  a  bedstead,  and  soon  return- 
ed in  triumph,  dragging  after  him  a  pair  of  harrows  which  he 
placed  side  by  side  in  a  snug  comer  beside  the  fire,  with  of 
course  the  teeth  downwards.     A  good  Catholic  prepared  to 
win  heaven  for  himself  by  a  judicious  use  of  sharp  pointfl^ 
might  have  preferred  having  them  turned  the  other  way ;  but 
my  comrade  was  an  enlightened  Protestant ;  and  besides^  like 
Goldsmith's  sailor,  he  loved  to  lie  soft.    The  seccmd  piece  of 
luck  was  mine.    I  found  lying  unclaimed  in  the  yard,  an  old 
bam<door,  which  a  recent  gale  had  blown  firom  off  its  hii^es; 
and  by  placing  it  above  the  harrows,  and  driving  a  row  of 
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stakes  around  it  into  the  floor,  to  keep  the  outer  deeper  ftom 
Tolling  off, — for  the  wall  served  to  secure  the  position  of  the 
inner  one, — we  succeeded  in  constructing,  by  our  joint  efibrtSi 
a  luxurious  bed.  There  was  but  one  serious  drawback  on  ita 
oomforts :  the  roof  overhead  was  bad,  and  there  was  an  obsti- 
nate drop  that  used,  during  every  shower  which  fell  in  the 
season  of  sleep,  to  make  a  dead  set  at  my  face,  and  try  me  at 
times  witii  the  water-torture  of  the  old  story,  mayhap  half  a 
dozen  times  in  the  coarse  of  a  single  night. 

Our  barrack  fitirly  fitted  up,  I  set  out  with  my  comrade, 
whose  knowledge  of  Gaelie  enabled  him  to  act  aa  my  inter- 
preter, to  a  neighboring  group  of  oottages,  to  seeure  a  laborer 
for  the  work  of  the  morrow.   The  evaiing  was  now  b^pnning 
to  darken ;  but  there  was  still  light  enough  to  show  me  that 
the  little  fields  I  passed  through  on  my  way  resembled  very 
much  those  of  Lilliput,  as  described  by  Gulliver.   They  were, 
however,  though  equally  small,  greatly  more  irregular,  and  had 
peculiarities,  too,  altogether  their  own.    The  land  had  orig- 
inally been  stony ;  and  as  it  showed,  according  to  the  High- 
land phrase,  its  '^  bare  bones  through  its  skin," — ^large  bosses 
of  the  rock  beneath  coming  here  and  there  to  the  sur&oe,— • 
the  Highlanders  had  gathered  the  stones  in  great  pyramidal 
heaps  on  the  bare  bosses ;  and  so  very  numerous  were  these  in 
some  of  the  fields,  that  they  looked  as  if  some  malignant  sor- 
cerer had,  in  the  time  of  harvest,  converted  all  their  shocks  into 
stone.     On  approaching  the  cottage  of  our  future  laborer,  I 
was  attracted  by  a  door  of  very  peculiar  construction  that  lay 
against  the  wall.    It  had  been  brought  from  the  ancient  pine 
forest  on  the  western  bank  of  Lo<^  Maree,  and  was  formed  of 
the  roots  of  trees  so  curiously  interlaced  by  nature,  that  when 
cut  o»t  of  the  soil,  which  it  had  covered  over  like  a  piece  of 
net-work,  it  remained  firmly  together,  and  now  formed  a  door 
which  the  mere  imitator  of  the  rustic  might  in  vain  attempt  to 
rival.   We  entered  the  ootti^e,  and  j^unging  downwards  two 
feet  or  so,  found  ourselves  upon  the  dunghill  of  the  establish- 
ment, which  in  this  part  of  the  country  usually  occupied  at  the 
time  an  ante-chamber  which  corresponded  to  that  occupied  by 
12 
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the  eattiie  a  few  years  earlier,  in  the  midland  disfxicts  of  SbII^ 
erland.   Groping  in  this  foul  outer  chamber  through  a  stifling 
l^tmoephere  of  anoke,  we  came  to  an  inner  door  raised  to  the 
level  of  the  soil  outside,  through  which  a  red  umberj  gleam 
eaoaped  into  the  darkness ;  and,  climbing  into  the  inner  apart- 
ment, we  found  ourselves  in  the  presence  of  the  inmates  of 
the  mansion*    The  fire,  as  in  the  cottage  of  my  Sutherland- 
shire  relative,  was  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  floor ;  the  mas- 
ter of  the  mansion  a  red-haired,  strongly-built  Highlander, 
of  the  middle  size  and  age,  with  his  son,  a  boy  of  twelve,  sat 
oa  the  one  side ;  his  wife,  who,  though  not  much  turned  of 
thirty,  had  the  haggard,  drooping  cheeks,  hollow  eyes,  and 
pale,  sallow  com|Jexion  of  old  age,  sat  on  the  other.     We 
broke  our  business  to  the  Highlander  through  my  companion, 
— £)r,  save  a  few  words  caught  up  at  school  by  tlie  boy,  there 
was  no  English  in  the  household, — ^and  found  them  disposed 
to  entertain  it  &vorably.    A  large  pot  of  potatoes  hung  sus- 
pended over  the  fire,  under  a  dense  ceiling  of  smoke ;  and  be 
hospitably  invited  us  to  wait  supper,  which,  as  our  dinner  had 
consisted  of  but  a  piece  of  dry  oaten-cake,  we  willingly  did. 
As  the  conversation  went  on,  I  became  conscious  that  it  turn- 
ed upon  myself,  and  that  I  was  an  object  of  profound  commis- 
eration to  the  inmates  of  the  cottage.     "  What,**  I  inquired 
of  my  companion,  ^'  are  these  kind  people  pitying  me  so  very 
much  for  1"    "  For  your  want  of  Gaelic,  to  be  sure.    How 
can  a  man  get  on  in  the  world  that  wants  Gaelic?^'    "  But  do 
not  they  themselves,'^  I  asked,  "  want  English  1"    "  O  yes," 
he  said,  '^  but  what  does  that  signify  1    What  is  the  use  of 
Englldi  in  Gairloch  ?"    The  potatoes,  with  a  little  ground 
salt,  and  much  unbroken  himger  as  sauce,  ate  remarkably 
welL    Our  host  r^etted  that  he  had  no  fish  to  ofler  us ;  but 
a  tract  of  rough  weather  had  kept  him  fi:om  sea,  and  he  had 
just  exhausted  his  previous  supply ;  and  as  for  bread,  he  had 
used  up  the  last  of  his  grain  crop  a  little  after  Christmas,  and 
had  been  living,  with  his  family,  on  potatoes,  with  fish  when 
he  could  get  them,  ever  since. 
Thirty  years  have  now  passed  since  I  shared  in  the  High- 
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lander's  evening  meal,  and  during  the  first  twenty  of  th€s90, 
the  use  of  the  potatoe — ^unknown  in  the  Highlands  a  century 
before — ^greatly  increased.  I  have  been  told  by  my  matemtd 
grandfather,  that  about  the  year  1740,  when  he  was  a  boy  of 
about  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  the  head  gardened  at  Balna- 
gown  CJastle  used,  in  his  occasional  visits  to  Cromarty,  to  bring 
him  in  his  pocket,  as  great  rarities,  soTne  three  or  four  potatoes ; 
and  that  it  was  not  until  some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  after 
this  time  that  he  saw  potatoes  reared  in  fields  in  any  part  of 
the  Northern  Highlands.  But,  once  fairly  employed  as  food, 
every  season  saw  a  greater  breadth  of  them  laid  dowii.  In  the 
North- Western  Highlands,  in  especial,  the  use  of  these  toots 
increased  from  the  year  1801  to  the  year  1846  nearly  a  hun- 
dredfold, and  came  at  length  to  form,  as  in  Ireland,  not  merely 
the  staple,  but  in  some  localities,  almost  the  only  food  of  the 
people ;  and  when  destroyed  by  disease  in  the  latter  yeai*, 
famine  immediately  ensued  in  both  Ireland  and  the  Highlands. 
A  writer  in  the  Witness^  whose  letter  had  th«5  eflfect  of  bring- 
ing that  respectable  paper  under  the  eye  of  Mr.  Punch,  rep*e. 
sented  the  Irish  famine  as  a  direct  judgment  oh.  the  Ma  jno^th 
Endowment ;  while  another  writer,  a  member  of  the  Peace 
Association, — whose  letter  did  not  find  its  way  firt?o  the  Wi^ 
nesSy  though  it  reached  the  editot,— challehged  the  decision  cwi 
the  ground  that  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  who  were  greatly  op- 
posed to  Maynooth,  suffered  from  the  infliction  tteiH'ly  as  muclk 
as  the  Irish  themselves,  and  that  the  offence  punished  must 
have  been  surely  some  one  of  which  both  Highlandets  and  Irish 
had  been  guilty  in  common.  Be,  however,  had  found  out,  he 
said,  what  the  crime  visited  actually  was.  Both  the  MsAi  and 
Highland  fkmines  were  judgments  upon  the  jjeople  fot  their 
great  homicidal  efficiency  as  soldiers  in  the  wars  of  the  empire, 
an  efficiency  which,  as  he  truly  remarked,  was  almost  equally 
characteristic  of  both  nations.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  been 
unable  hitherto  to  see  the  steps  which  conduct  to  such  pro- 
found conclusions ;  and  am  content  simply  to  hold,  that  Ihe 
snperintendmg  Providence  who  communicated  to  man  a  cal- 
culating, forseeing  nature,  does  occasionally  get  an^y  wiA 
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Uoft,  and  affiot  jadgments  npon  Idm,  ^oo,  instead  of  ezi»> 
<sifliiig  his  Acuities,  he  sinks  to  a  level  lower  than  Ids  owb, 
and  becomes  content)  like  some  of  the  inferior  animals,  to  Mve 
on  a  single  root* 

TheEre  are  two  periods  &Yorable  to  observatdon, — an  esrij 
and  a  late  one.     A  fresh  eye  detects  eztemal  traits  mad  peeo- 
liarities  among  a  people,  seen  for  the  first  lii&ey  whi(^  disap- 
pear  as  they  become  ^miliar ;  but  it  is  not  until  after  repeat- 
ed opportunities  of  stud  j,  and  a  prolonged  acquakitanoeship, 
that  internal  charaoteristios  and  conditions  begin  to  be  ri^tl  j 
known.    Durmg  the  first  fortnight  of  my  recddenoe  in  tkk 
remote  district,  I  was  more  impressed  than  at  a  later  stage  by 
oettaki  peculiarities  of  manner  and  appearance  in  tJie  inkalMt- 
anta.    Dr.  Johnson  remarked  that  he  found  fewer  very  tall 
or  very  short  men  among  the  people  of  the  Hebrides^  than  in 
Es^laad :  I  was  now  strndc  by  a  similar  medic^enty  of  sue 
among  the  Highlanders  of  Western  Ross;  five-sixths  of  the 
grown  men  seemed  to  average  between  five  feet  sev^^i  andfive 
feet  nine  mdies  in  height,  and  either  tall  or  (diort  men  I  feund 
coo^paratively  rare.    Tke  Hig^danders  of  the  eastern  coast 
were,  -on  the  contrary,  at  that  pemd,  mayhap  sdll,  v^y  vari- 
ona  of  stature, — some  of  them  exceedingly  diminutive,  othera 
0£  great  bulk  and  height;  and,  as  might  be  seen  ki  the  con- 
gregations of  the  parish  churches  removed  by  but  a  few  miles, 
there  were  marked  diflferenees  in  this  re^)ect  between  the 
pe(^e  of  c<»i%uous  districts, — certain  tracts  of  plain  or  valley 
prodneing  harger  races  than  crfhers.    I  was  inclined  to  believe 
at  the  tone  that  the  middie«ized  Highland's  of  iSke  west 
coast  w^e  a  less  mixed  race  than  the  unequaHy-flined  High- 
landers of  the  east:  I  at  least  found  corres^xMidiii^  ineqoalltieB 
am(»g  the  higher-bom  Highland  femilies,  that,  as  s^wn  by 
their  genealogies,  blended  the  Noitnan  and  Saxon  witJi  the 
Gdtic  blood ;  and  as  the  unequally^sised  HigUand  )*ace  bor- 
dered on  that  Scandinavian  one  wl^di  fringes  the  greafter  pari 
of  the  easterni>oast  of  Scotland,  I  inferred  that  there  had  been 
a  amilar  blending  of  blood  among  tkem.    I  have  since  s^n  m 
Gastav  Kombst's  EHmographic  Map  of  the  Britai^  islands, 
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die  cUflerenoe^  wfioh  I  at  tbis  time  bat  iaftmei,  M^cftted  Irf 
a  different  riiade  o#  color,  and  a  diflferent  name.  The  Higlh 
laad^trof  tfae  east  coast  Kombst  terms  '<  ScandinaTian-GaeHe  f^ 
iboae  of  the  west,  ^  Gaelic-Scandtnayian-GaeHc,""-''namefl  in- 
^goatire,  of  course,  of  the  proportions  in  which  he  holds  that 
thejT  possess  the  Celtic  blood.  Disparity  of  bulk  aflod  rise 
a0)ears  to  be  one  of  the  consequences  of  a  miztuie  of  races ; 
nor  does  the  induced  inequality  seem  restricted  to  the  phys- 
ical framework.  Minds  of  large  calibre,  and  possessed  of  the 
kingly  fuMM,j^  come  first  into  yiew,  in  our  history,  ttnong  d^ 
fused  tribes,  just  as  of  old  it  was  die  mh:ed  marriages  Ikat* 
first  produced  the  giants*  The  difierenoe  in  sbe  which  i  r^ 
marked  in  particular  districts  of  the  8ea&ilinavian  Cbelk)  re- 
^n,  separated,  in  some  instaaees,  by  bat  a  ridge  of  Mtts  or 
an  ea^Kuue  of  moor,  mnst  haye  been  a  result  of  this  okA  cite 
divisions,  attd  is  said  to  haye  marked  ihs  d§am  thettsdvoi 
very  stiiem^^  Some  of  them  were  of  a  greatly  meta  tck- 
bu^  and  some  of  a  slimmer  type,  than  otkenk    - 

I  was  strudE  by  anotiier  peculiarity  in  tlie  west  tomb  ^3^ 
landers^  I  found  the  nien  in  general  greatly  bettot^aoUaig 
than  the  women,  aM  lliat  inimddle  life  tlvey  bore  their  yeav 
EQUCh  more  ligiidy*  ^e  females  seemed  old  andf  haggard  «l 
a  period  when  the  males  were  rtill  comparatiyeiy  fresh  and 
robust^  I  am  not  sitt^  whether  the  r^nark  raiBy  net  in  amnn 
degree  apply  to  Hi^landers  gencr^y.  The  ^^  rag^nd  Ibrm  " 
and  ^^  handler  features,'' winch,  aooocding  to  Sir  Walter, '^  i^^ 
the  mountiun  band,"  aeoord  wotse  with  the  femnfe-liMii  widi 
the  male  oouatenance  «id  figure^  But  I  at  least  ^und  thia 
discB^pBBoy  in  the  i^ppearaaee  of  the  sescea  greatly  tesn 
marked  on  the  west  than  on  the  eastern  coast ;  and  s*w  oidy 
too  mucb  reason  to  conclude,  that  it  was  owing  in  great  part  to 
the  di£|)roportionably  large  share  <^  crushing  labor  laid,  in 
the  district,  in  accordance  witb  the  practice  of  a  barbarous 
time,  on  the  weaker  frame  of  the  female.  There  is,  howeyer, 
A  style  of  female  loyeliness  occasionally  though  rarely  ezenv- 
pMed  in  the  Highlands,  which  far  transcends  the  Saxoa  (X 
Scandinavian  type.    It  is  manifested  usually  in  extreme  youth, 
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least  between  the  fiiurtee&th  and  ei^teeotli  year ;  and 
its  ei^we  find  happily  indicated  by  Wordsworth, — who 
seems  to  have  met  with  a  characteristio  specimen, — in  his 
lines  to  a  EQghland  girL  He  describes  her  as  possessing  as 
her  **  dower,**  "  a  rery  shower  of  beauty."  Further,  however, 
he  deaoibes  her  as  very  young. 

**  Twice  Beren  eoBsentiiig^  yean  bad  shed 
Their  ntmoet  bounty  on  her  head.'' 

I  was,  bendes,  struck  at  this  time  by  findii^,  that  while  al- 
most all  the  young  lads  under  twenty,  with  whom  I  came  in 
oontact,  had  at  least  a  smattering  of  Englii^  1  found  only  a 
single  H^falander  turned  of  forty  with  whom  I  could  exchange 
a  word.  The  exceptional  Highlander  was,  however,  a  curi- 
osity in  Ins  way.  He  seemed  to  have  a  natural  torn  for  ac- 
qnirin^  languages,  and  had  derived  his  English,  not  from  con- 
versation, but,  in  the  midst  of  a  Gaelicnspeaking  people,  from 
the  study  of  the  Scriptures  in  our  common  English  version. 
Hbs  application  of  Bible  language  to  ordinary  subjects  told  at 
times  with  rather  ludicrous  ^ect  Upon  enquiring  oi  him, 
on  one  ooeasion,  regarding  a  yom^  man  whom  he  wished  to. 
eDsploy  as  an  extra  laborer,  he  described  him  in  exactly  the 
wofds  m  which  David  is  described  in  the  chapter  that  records, 
the  combat  with  Goliath,  as  ^  but  a  youth,  and  ruddy,  and  of 
a  fiur  countenance ;"  and  on  asking  where  he  tiiought  we  could 
get  a  few  loads  of  water*rolled  pebbles  for  causewaying  a 
floor,  he  Greeted  us  to  the  bed  <^  a  neighboring  riYulet^  where 
^we  might ''  choose  us,"  he  said,  ^smooth  stones  out  ei  the 
brodL"  He  Bpoke  with  great  ddiberation,  tranriating  cyI-- 
denUy  his  Gaelic-thinking,  as  he  went  on,  into  Scriptuml 
English. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 


With  hair  of  gUtteiing  gny, 
As  blythe  a  man  aa  you  could  see 
On  a  spring  holiday.'* 

TssitB  existed  at  this  tune  no  geologieal  map  of  Seotlmd. 
MiioGiiillooh'9  did  not  appear  until  abont  six  or  seten  years 
aHer  (in  1829  or  in  1880),  and  Sedgwick  and  Murelinoa'siifr- 
tenesHiiig  sketdi  of  the  northern  formationir*^  not  nntil  at  least 
fiire  years  after  (18S8).  And  so,  on  setting  out  on  tlie  mom* 
ing  alter  that  of  my  arriTal,  to  provide  stones  for  our  future 
evedion,  I  fimnd  myself  in  a  terra  ineo^itd,  new  to  the  qoar- 
rier,  and  unknowii  to  the  geologist  Most  of  the  stnilified 
primary  rocks  make  but  indifferent  building  materials ;  and  in 
the  ImmedHate  nei^boihood  of  our  work  I  oould  find  only  one 
of  ^  worst  of  the  dass, — the  schistose  gneiss.  On  consulting, 
however,  the  scenery  of  the  district,  I  marked  that  at  a  certain 
point  both  shores  of  the  open  sea>loch  on  whose  margin  we 
were  situated,  suddenly  changed  their  character.    The  abrupt 


*  Appended  to  their  Joint  paper  on  the  **  Deposits  contained  between  the  Scottish 
Primary  Rocks  and  Oolitic  Series,"  and  interesting,  as  the  first  published  geological 
niH»  or  SeotUuid  U>  tbe  north  of  the  Friths  of  Forth  and  ayde. 
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rugged  hills  of  gneiss  liiat,  viewed  from  an  emmenoer  re- 
sembled a  tumbling  sea,  suddenly  sank  into  low  brown  pro- 
montories, unbroken  hj  ravines,  and  whose  eminences  were 
mere  flat  swellings;  and  in  the  hope  of  finding  some  ehao^ 
of  fi>rm8tlon  ooincid^t  with  the  diange  of  so^iery,  I  set  out 
witli  my  comrade  for  the  nearest  point  at  which  ike  broken 
ontHne  passed  into  the  rectilinear  or  merely  undulatory  ooe^ 
But  though  I  did  expect  a  change,  it  was  not  without  soate 
degree  of  surprise  that,  immediately  after  passing  the  p<HQt  of 
junction,  I  found  myself  in  a  district  of  red  sandstone.  It 
was  a  hard,  compact,  dark-^eolored  stone,  but  dressed  readily 
to  pick  and  hammer,  and  made  excellent  eomer-stones  «ad 
ashlar ;  and  it  would  have  ^rnished  us  with  even  hewn  work 
for  our  building,  had  not  our  employer,  unacquainted,  like 
every  one  else  at  the  time,  with  the  mineral  capabilities  of 
tiw  locality,  brought  his  hewing  stone  in  a  sloop,  at  no  smail 
expense,  through  the  Caledonian  Canal,  from  one  of  the  quar- 
ries of  Moray, — a  circuitous  voyage  of  more  than  two  hua- 
dred  miles. 

Inmwdiiitely  beside  where  we  opened  our  quairy,  there  was 
a  Iktle  sdkitary  shieling:  it  was  well*nigh  such  an  ed^ee  as  I 
used  to  erect  when  a  boy, — some  eigfal^  or  ten  feet  in  lenf^tl^ 
«ftd  of  so  huml^  an  altitude,  that,  when  standing  erect  m  tb» 
teidst,  I  oould  lay  my  hand  on  the  roo^tree,  A  headvbed 
oeeupied  one  of  the  oomexs ;  a  few  gray  embess  were  smoulr 
derng  in  the  middle  <^  the  floor;  a  pot  lay  beside  them,  reaidy 
Ibr  use,  half-filled  with  coddes  aad  razor^fisb^  the  spoils  of  Uie 
morning  ebb;  and  a  cog  of  milk  oooupied  a  fflnall  shelf  that 
projected  from  the  gable  above.  Sudk  were  the  ^eontimts  of 
tbs  Ending.  Its  <»ly  inmate,,  a  lively  little  oLd-man, 4Mt  <m%- 
side,  at  once  tending  a  few  cows  grouped  on  the  iooor,  and 
employed  in  strif^ing  with  a  pocketfcni&,  long  slender  &»r 
meats  tNOsa.  off  a  piece  of  liioss  ^ ;  and  as  he  wrought  and 
watdied,  he  crooned  a  Gaelic  song  not  very  musically,  may- 
hap, but,  like  the  happy  song  of  the  humble  bee,  there  was 
perfect  content  in  every  tone.  He  had  a  great  many  curious 
questions  to  ask  in  his  native  Gaelic,  of  my  comrade^  r^g^^ 
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k^  onr  emplayment  and  our  employer ;  and  whea  eaikiafiedi 
lie  begm,  I  peroetved,  like  the  HigUander  of  tke  preTioua 
e^enii^,  to  express  very  profound  oommiseratioa  for  me.  ^Jb 
that  ma&  also  pitying  me  f  I  asked.  ^^  O  yes,  very  miioh,'' 
was  the  reply :  ^  he  doee  not  at  all  see  how  you  are  to  live  in 
Giurtocb  without  Gaelic''  I  was  reminded  by  the  shieling 
and  its  hi^py  inmate,  of  one  of  my  &ther's  experiences,  as 
oommunioated  to  me  by  Unde  James.  In  the  course  of  • 
protracted  kelp  voyage  among  the  Hebrides,  he  had  landed  in 
Ms  boat,  before  Altering  one  of  the  sovnds  of  theLonglslaad, 
to  procure  a  pUot,  but  found  in  the  fisherman's  cottage  on  which 
be  had  directed  his  oouise,  only  the  firiierman's  wife,-— a  yoong 
creature  of  not  more  than  dghteen, — engaged  in  nnraittg  her 
diild  and  m^ing  a  Gaelic  song,  in  txmea  expressiTe  of  a  li|^ 
heart,  till  the  rocks  rang  again.  A  heath  bed,  a  pot  of  baked 
day,  of  native  manufecture,  fi»hioned  by  the  hand,  and  aheqp 
of  fish  newly  cai^t,  seemed  to  constitute  the  only  wealth  of 
the  cottage;  but  its  mistress  was,  notwithstanding,  one  of  the 
happiest  of  women ;  and  deeply  did  she  commiserate  the  poor 
sailors,  and  eamiMitly  wish  for  the  return  of  her  hnsband,  tfiat 
he  might  assist  them  in  tiieir  perplexity.  Ibe  hnaband  at 
length  appeared.  "  O,"  he  asked,  ^  after  the  firat  grsetmg^ 
^have  ye  any  salt)^'  '* Plenty,"  said  Uie  master;  '^ and  you, 
I  see,  frmn  your  supply  of  fresh  fish,  want  it  very  much;  bvt 
come,  pikt  us  through  the  sound,  and  you  shall  iMire  as  noA 
salt  as  you  require."  And  so  the  vessel  got  a  pilot  and  the 
fidierman  got  salt;  bnt  never  did  my  firtber  forget  the  liglit- 
hearted  song  of  the  hiqppy  mistress  of  that  poor  Hig^iland  cet> 
ti^.  ItwasoneofthepalpaUeeharseteristicsofourScottidi 
Highlanders^  fyr  at  least  the  first  thirty  years  of  the  ceatuiy, 
that  tiiey  w^re  coi^»nted  enouj^  as  a  pe<^^  to  fiod  more  to 
pity  than  to  envy  in  the  condition  of  their  neighbors;  and  I 
remember  tiiat  at  tins  time,  and  for  years  afber,  I  used  to  deem 
the  trait  a  good  one.  I  hare  now,  however,  my  doubts  on  the 
subject,  and  am  not  quite  sure  whether  a  content  so  geiienl 
as  to  be  national  may  not,  in  certain  eireomstaDoeaf  be  rather 
a  vice  than  a  virtus*   It  is  certainlT  w>  vbtae  wfasn  it  has  the 
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ra^ed  hills  of  gneiss  Aat,  viewed  from  aa  eminenoei,  te< 
sembled  a  tambling  sea,  suddenly  sank  into  low  brown  pro- 
montories, unbroken  hj  ravines,  and  whose  enunences  were 
mere  flat  swellings ;  and  in  the  hope  of  finding  some  diai^ 
of  formation  coincident  with  the  diaage  of  sc^iery,  I  set  out 
with  my  comrade  for  the  nearest  point  at  which  ^e  broken 
outline  passed  into  the  rectilinear  or  merely  unduhriiory  aa^ 
But  though  I  did  expect  a  change,  it  was  not  without  sosae 
degree  of  surprise  that,  immediately  aflber  passing  the  point  of 
junction,  I  found  myself  in  a  district  of  red  sandstone,  it 
was  a  hard,  compact,  dark-colored  stone,  but  dressed  readily 
to  pick  and  hammer,  and  made  excellent  comer-stones  and 
a^dar ;  and  it  would  have  fomished  us  with  even  hewn  work 
for  our  building,  had  not  our  employer,  unacquainted,  like 
every  one  else  at  the  time,  with  the  mineral  capabilities  of 
tiw  locality,  brought  his  hewmg  stone  in  a  sloop,  at  no  small 
expense,  through  the  Caledonian  Canal,  from  one  of  the  quar- 
ries of  Moray, — a  circuitous  voyage  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred mfles. 

Inmw&taly  beside  where  we  opened  bur  quarry,  there  was 
a  liMle  sdkitary  shieling:  it  was  well-nigh  such  an  ed^ee  as  I 
used  to  erect  when  a  boy, — some  eigfal^  or  ten  feet  m  leagO\ 
«ftd  of  so  huml^  aaaLtitade,  that,  when  staltding  erect  ia  the 
nsidst,  I  could  lay  my  hand  on  the  roo^tree*  A  heatfarbed 
ooeupied  one  of  the  oonie«s;  a  few  gr^  embeis  were  smoul- 
dering in  the  middle  of  the  floor;  a  pot  lay  beside  them,  ready 
fyf  use,  half-fllled  witili  coddes  aiid  raasor^fisb^  the  spoils  of  the 
DDoming  ebb;  and  a  cog  of  milk  occupied  a  small  shelf  that 
projected  from  the  gabie  above.  Sudi  were  the  e^mtents  of 
tbs  shieling.  Its  cttly  inmate,,  a  lively  little  oLd>maBiy ^sat  o«tk 
side,  at  once  tending  a  few  cows  grouped  on  the  moor,  and 
employed  in  strt|^»Bg  with  a  pocket4uu&,  long  slender  f^Sr 
ments  fpem  off  a  pieoe  of  moss  fir ;  and  as  he  wrought  and 
watdied,  he  crooned  a  Gaelic  song  not  very  musically,  may- 
hap, but,  like  the  happy  song  of  the  humble  bee,  there  was 
perfect  contest  in  every  tone.  He  had  a  great  many  curious 
questions  to  ask  in  his  native  Gaelic,  of  my  ooauradei  rQg^<^ 
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H^  OMT  empii^ymeBt  and  our  employer;  and  whea  tsaftisfied^ 
he  begim,  I  peroeived,  like  the  Highlander  of  the  previoua 
eirenittg)  to  express  very  pro&>und  oommitsieratioa  for  me,  ^Jb 
that  man  also  pitying  me  f  I  asked.  "  O  yes,  very  mueh/' 
was  the  reply :  "  he  does  not  at  all  see  how  yoa  axe  to  live  in 
Giiirioeh  without  Gaelic."  I  was  reminded  hy  the  shieling 
and  its  hi^py  inmate,  of  one  of  my  Other's  experiences,  as 
oommunioated  to  me  by  Unde  James.  In  the  coarse  of  • 
protraeted  kelp  voyage  among  the  Hebrides,  he  had  landed  in 
Ms  boat,  b^re  Altering  one  of  the  sounds  of  the  Long  Islaady 
to  procure  a  pUot,  but  found  in  the  fisherman's  cottage  on  which 
he  had  directed  his  course,  only  the  fisherman's  wite,-— a  yonng 
ereature  of  not  more  than  eighteen,— engaged  in  nmrnng  her 
child  and  flii^ing  a  Gaelic  song,  in  Umes  expressive  of  a  light 
heart,  till  the  rocks  ra&g  again.  A  heath  bed,  a  pot  of  baked 
day,  <^  native  manulkcture,  fashioned  by  the  hand,  and  a  heap 
of  ^h  newly  caught,  seined  to  constitute  the  only  wealdi  oS 
the  cottage ;  but  its  mistress  was,  notwithstanding,  one  of  the 
happiest  of  women ;  and  deeply  did  she  commiserate  the  poor 
sailors,  and  earnestly  wish  fi)r  the  retam  c^her  hoaband,  tiiat 
he  might  assist  ibam  in  their  perplexity.  The  hmiband  at 
l^igth  appeared.  "  O,"  he  asked,  ^'  after  ihe  first  greetu^ 
•*have  ye  any  saltV  ** Plenty,"  said  the  master;  "  and  yo«, 
I  see,  from  your  supply  of  fresh  fish,  want  it  veiy  much;  but 
eofme,  pilot  us  through  the  sound,  and  you  diall  have  as  wmA 
aidt  as  you  require."  And  so  the  vessel  got  a  pilot  and  the 
fidierman  got  salt;  but  never  did  my  firtber  forget  the  liglit- 
hearted  song  of  the  hiqppy  mistress  of  that  poor  Hij^dand  oot> 
tngd.  It  was  one  of  the  palpable  charaoteriatics  of  our  Soottidi 
BSghllnders^  fiyr  at  least  the  first  thirty  years  of  the  cestuffy, 
tfaat-lhey  were  eoi^;ented  enou^,  as  a  people,  to  find  more  to 
pity  than  to  envy  in  the  condition  of  their  na^tbors;  and  I 
rememb^  that  at  tMs  lime,  and  for  years  afler,  I  used  to  deem 
the  trait  a  good  one.  I  have  now,  however,  my  doubts  on  ihe 
subject,  and  am  not  quite  sure  whether  a  content  so  general 
as  to  be  national  may  not,  in  certain  cireamstaiieesf  be  rather 
a  viae  than  a  virtue*    It  is  oertainlT  w>  vbtao  when  it  has  the 
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elfeet  of  anrestang  either  fa^Kviduftk  or  peoples  in  their  oours^ 
ef  development ;  and  is  perilously  allied  to  great  snfifering^ 
when  the  men  who  exemplify  it  are  so  ^oronghly  happy  amid 
Ae  mediocrities  of  the  present,  that^ey  &il  to  make  proris- 
km  for  the  oontii^encies  of  the  future. 

We  were  joined  in  about  a  fortnight  by  ^b&  other  workmen 
from  the  low  country,  and  I  resigned  my  temporary  charge 
^sre  that  I  still  retained  the  time-book  in  my  master^  be- 
half) mto  the  hands  of  an  ancient  mason,  remarkable  over  tiie 
nmfk  of  Boothmd  for  his  skill  as  an  operative,  and  who,  Hiougli 
he  was  now  tamed  of  sixty,  was  stili  able  to  build  imd  hew 
eonsiderably  more  than  the  youngest  and  most  active  man  in 
the  squad.  He  was  at^s  time  the  only  survivor  of  three 
hrothera,  all  masons,  and  all  not  merely  firstolass  workmen,biit 
badass  tx>  which,  at  least  to  the  nordi  of  the  Grampians,  only 
they  themselves  belonged,  and  very  eonsiderably  in  advance 
of  the  first  And  on  the  removal  of  the  second  of  the  three 
brothers  to  the  south  of  Scotland,  it  was  found  that,  amid  the 
alcme-eatters  of  Glasgow,  David  Fraser  held  relatively  the 
tame  place  that  he  had  done  amoi^  those  of  the  north.  I  have 
been  tdd  by  Mr.  Kenned  Matheson,-— a  gentleman  well  known 
as  a  master-builder  in  the  west  of  Scotland, — that  in  erecting 
seme  han^ng  stairs  of  polished  stcme,  ornamented  m  front 
and  at  the  outer  edge  by  the  common  fiUet  and  torus,  his  or- 
dinary workmen  used  to  complete  fat  ham  their  one  step  apiece 
per  day,  and  David  Fraser  his  three  steps,  finished  equally  well. 
It  is  eadly  conceivable  bow,  in  the  higher  w<H*k8  of  art,  one 
aiaa  should  excel  a  thonsand,^^-nay,  how  he  should  have  ned^ 
ther  competitor  when  living,  nor  successor  when  dead.  Vie 
Engttsh  geotlemaB  who,  oft^  the  death  of  Canova,  asked  a 
sarviviBg  Inrother  of  the  sculptor  whether  he  proposed  carry- 
ing  on  Oanova's  buiinesB,  found  that  he  had  achieved  hi  the 
query  an  umntentional  joke.  But  in  the  commoner  avocsttions 
there  appear  no  sudi  d^flfeirences  between  man  and  man ;  and 
it^may  seem  strange  how,  in  ordinary  stone-cutting,  one  man 
could  thos  perform  the  work  oi  three.  My  acquaintance  with 
old  JohB'f^raser  riu^wed  me  hdw  very  much  the  ablStf  de^ 


O^  7Hfi  BTOBY  O?  KY  SDWATK^N.  0S| 

pendi^  oa  a  aaatoral  fiioultj.  JoWs  8tx««}gth  had  ner^r  bee& 
above  the  averiige  of  that  of  ScotchmeQ,  aiid  it  was  now  ooBsicU 
^rably  reduced ;  uor  did  bis  mallet  deal  more  or  heavier  blows 
thaa  that  of  the  common  workman.  He  had,  however,  an  es> 
taraordinary  power  of  conoeiving  of  the  finished  piece  of  work, 
f^  lying,  within  the  rude  stone  from  which  it  was  his  bueiness 
to  diwinter  it ;  and  while  ordinary  stone-cutters  bad  to  repeal 
and  re-repeat  their  lines  «nd  draughts,  and  had  in  tlus  way 
yirtoaUy  to  give  to  their  work  several  surfiices  in.  detail  era 
ib^j  reached  the  true  omj  old  John  cut  upon  the  true  figwe 
^.ODiBe,  and  made  one  sur&ee  serve  £br  all.  In  building,  too^ 
|)e  .exercised  a  similar  power :  he  hammer-dressed  faia  ttooea 
with  jfewer  strokes  than  other  workmen,  and  in  fittkig  the  in* 
terapaces  between  stones  already  laid,  always  picked  £rom  out 
the  heap  at  his  feet  the  stcme  that  exactly  fitted  tiie  place ; 
while  othc^  operatives  busied  themselves  in  picking  up  stcmai 
that  were  too  small  or  too  large ;  or,  if  they  set  th^nsQlvea 
to  rediKie  the  too  large  ones,  reduced  them  too  little  or  too 
m^eh,  and  had  to  fit  and  fit  again.  Whether  building  or  hew* 
ing,  John  never  seemed  in  a  hurry.  He  has  been  seen,  when 
&r  adivauml  in  life,  working  very  leisurely,  as  baeBme  hia 
years,  on  the  one  aide  of  a  wall,  and  two  stout  young  feliowv 
building  against  him  on  the  other  side, — toiling,  apparently, 
twiee  harder  than  he,  but  the  old  man  always  contriving  to 
kfiep  a  little  ahead  of  them  both. 

David  Fraaer  I  never  saw ;  but  as  ahewer  he  was  said  con* 
^derably  to  excel  even  his  brother  John.  On  hearing  Uiat  it 
had  been  remarked  a«a<»ig  a  party  of  Edinburgh  masons,  that, 
thofigh  regarded  as  the  first  of  Gla^ow  stone-cutters,  he 
would  find  in  the  eastern  capital  at  least  his  equals,  he  at^reol 
himself  most  unooui&ly  in  a  long-tailed  coat  of  tartan,  and, 
looking  to  the  life  the  untamed,  untaught,  emeeited  little 
Gelt,  he  presented  himself  one  Monday  mornings  armed  with 
a  l^ter  of  introduction  from  a  Glasgow  builder,  before  the 
f^ureman  of  an  Edinbw^  squad  of  masons  engaged  upon  one 
d^  the  finer  buildings  at  that  time  in  the  course  of  erection* 
The  tetter  specified  neitito  his  qualifioationa  nor  his  qaine:  it 
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had  been  imtfcen  merely  to  secure  for  him  the  Beeessary  < 
ployment,  and  the  neoessarj  employment  it  did  aeowe.  Tk» 
better  w<Nrkmeii  of  the  parly  were  engaged^  on  his  arrival,  in 
hewk^  columns,  each  of  which  was  deemed  sufficient  work  finr 
a  week ;  and  David  was  asked,  somewhat  incredulously,  by  the 
foreman,  ""if  he  could  hewT  ^  O  yes,  he  tiiGmghi  he  could 
hew."  ""  Could  he  hew  columns  such  as  these  ?"  ^  0  yes^  ka 
thought  he  could  hew  columns  such  as  these."  A  mass  of 
stone,  in  which  a  possible  column  lay  hid,  was  aecondisglj 
phiQed  before  David,  not  under  cover  of  the  shed,  wUch  va» 
already  occupied  by  workmen,  bu^  agreeably  to  David's  owa 
request,  directly  in  front  of  it,  where  he  mi|^t  be  sesn  by  all« 
and  where  he  straightway  eommenced  a  most  extrflordinaBy 
course  of  antics.  Buttoning  his  long  tartan  coat  ftst  aeoiMid 
him,  he  would  first  look  along  the  stone  from  the  one  e»d, 
anon  from  the  other,  and  then  examine  it  in  front  «id  rear  ; 
or,  quitting  it  altogether  for  the  time,  he  would  take  up  ifvb 
stand  beside  the  other  workmen,  and,  after  lookmg  at  thenit 
with  great  attention,  return  and  give  it  a  few  ts^  with  A» 
mallet,  in  a  style  evidently  imitative  of  theirs,  but  mcnstroual^r 
a  caricature.  The  shed  all  that  day  resounded  with  roars  of 
laughter ;  and  the  only  thoroughly  grave  man  on  the  gtound 
was  he  who  occasioned  the  mirUi  of  all  the  others,  Neict 
morning  David  again  buttoned  his  coat ;  but  he  got  on  mmfit 
better  this  day  than  the  former :  he  was  less  awkward  and  kss 
idle,  though  not  less  observant  than  before ;  aod  he  suooefidAd 
ere  evening  in  tracing,  in  workman-like  £iahion,  a  few  drau^ts 
along  the  future  column.  He  was  evidently  greatiy  ittfMrafv*- 
ing.  On  the  morning  of  Wednesday  he  threw  off  hiscoat; 
and  it  was  se^i  that,  though  by  no  means  in  a  hurry,  he  was 
seriously  at  work.  There  were  no  more  jokes  or  laughter;  and 
it  was  whispered  in  the  evening  that  the  strange  Htghkndpr  had 
made  astonishing  progress  during  the  di^.  By  the  aaiddla  of 
rhursday  he  had  made  up  for  his  twodays'  trifliBg,  aad  waa 
abreast  of  the  other  workmen ;  before  night  he  w«b  fiir  afaMd 
of  them ;  and  ere  the  evening  of  ^Friday,  when  they  had  stiM 
a  full  d^'s  wock  on  eaoh  of  ti^ircalamna^  Davii^i  tias.ooat* 
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pkiled  ifi  a  seyle  tluit  defied  criticism ;  and,  Ids  tartan  ooat 
agam  buttcmed  aroulid  bim,  he  sat  resting  himself  beside  it* 
The  foreman  went  out,  and  greeted  him.  "  Well,"  he  said, 
*♦  yoa  hafve  beaten  ns  all :  you  certainly  can  hew !"  "  Yes,** 
aaid  David ;  "  !  bought  1  could  hew  columns.  Did  the  other 
men  take  much  more  than  a  week  to  learn  f^  *^  Come,  come, 
Ikmd  Ikrttser,*^  replied  the  foreman ;  "  we  all  guess  who  you 
are :  you  have  had  your  joke  out ;  and  now,  I  suppose,  we 
must  give  you  your  wedk's  wages,  and  let  you  away.*'  **  Yes,^ 
said  David;  ^work  waits  for  me  in  Glasgow;  but  I  just 
tiMMight  it  might  be  well  to  know  how  you  hewed  oil  this 
east  side  of  tiw  country.'' 

John  Eraser  was  a  shrewd,  sarcastic  old  man,  much  liked, 
bowev^MT,  by  his  brother  workmen ;  though  his  severe  sayings 
— whidi,n0ver  accompanied  by  any  ill  nature,  were  always  tol- 
erated in  tiie  barradc— did  both  himself  and  them  occasional 
faaarm  when  r^>eated  outside.  To  men  who  have  to  live  for 
montiis  tc^tl^  on  oatmeal  and  salt,  tiie  difference  between 
pomdge  ynik  and  porri^e  without  milk  is  a  very  grave  dif- 
iereoKse  indeed,  both  in  point  of  salutariness  and  comfort ;  and 
I  had  succeeded  in  securing,  on  the  ordinary  terms,  ere  the 
axrival  of  John,  what  was  termed  a  set  of  skimmed  milk  from 
the  wife  <tf*  ike  geiitleman  at  whose  dwelling4iouse  we  were 
engaged  in  workuig.  The  skimmed  milk  was,  however,  by 
na  means  good ;  it  was  thin,  blue,  and  sour ;  and  we  received 
it  without  eomi^alnt  only  because  we  knew  that,  according  to 
the  poe^  it  was  '^  belter  just  than  want  aye,"  and  that  there 
was  'SO  other  dairy  in  that  part  of  the  country.  But  old  John 
waa  lessprodeBt ;  and,  taking  the  dairy-maid  to  task  in  his 
quiet  inmieal  style,  he  began  by  espressing  wonder  and  regret 
thaft  a  gM&d  ladylike  her  mistress  should  be  unable  to  distin- 
gidfih  the  difference  between  milk  and  wine.  The  maid  in- 
dignantly dfflued  the  fiu>t  in  toU> :  her  mistress,  she  said,  did 
kiww  dm  diflference.  Oh  no,  replied  John ;  wine  always  gets 
bett^  the  loi^r  it  i«  kept,  and  milk  always  the  worse ;  but 
yofor  miatresB,  not  knowing  the  difference,  keeps  her  milk  very 
loag^  jn  ^«>  to  make  it-bett^,  and  makes  it  so  very  ^ad  in 
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coBteqnenee,  that  there  are  some  days  we  can  soarce  eati^at 
alL  The  dair  j-cnaid  bridled  up,  and^  oommninioatang  the  re- 
mark to  her  mistress,  we  wer6  told  next  morning  that  we  mi^t 
go  for  our  milk  to  the  next' dairy,  if  we  pleased,  but  that  we 
would  get  none  from  h^.  And  so,  for  four  maatbs  thereafter, 
we  had  to  do  penance  for  the  joke,  on  that  not  Tery  luxnnoqfl 
viand  '^  dry  porridge."  The  pleasures  of  Uie  table  had  ooca- 
pied  but  small  space  amid  the  Yery  scanty  enjoyments  of  our 
bairaek  even  before,  and  they  were  now  so  considerably  re- 
duced, that  I  could  have  almost  wished  at  mealtimes  tb«tr<- 
like  the  mhabitants  of  the  moon,  as  described  by  BaronMo- 
ohausen — I  could  open  up  a  port-hole  in  my  side,  and  lay  in 
at  once  proyisiona  enough  for  a  fortnight ;  but  the  infliction 
told  considerably  more  on  our  ccmstitutions  than  on  oar  appe- 
tites; and  we  all  became  subject  to  small  but  very  pain^ 
boils  in  the  muscular  parts  of  the  body, — a  species  of  disease 
which  seems  to  be  scarce  less  certainly  att^adfuit  on  the  enr 
elusive  use  of  oatmeal,  than  sea-scurvy  on  the  exclusive  use 
of  salt  meat.  Old  John,  however,  though  in  a  certaki  sense 
the  author  of  our  calamity,  escaped  all  censure^  while  a  dou- 
ble portion  fell  to  the  share  of  the  gentleman's  wifou 

I  never  met  a  man  possessed  of  a  more  thoroughly  mathe- 
matical head  than  this  andent  mas(m.  I  know  ivot  that  he 
ever  saw  a  copy  of  Euclid ;  but  the  principles  of  the  w(»^ 
seemed  to  lie  as  sel^vldent  tru^  in  his  mind,  in  the  abil- 
ity) toOf  of  drawing  shrewd  inferences  from  natural  pheno- 
mena, old  John  Fraser  excdled  all  the  other  untaught  men  I 
ever  knew.  Until  my  acquaintance  with  him  commeaeed,  I 
had  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  removal  of  what  was  widdf 
known  in  the  north  of  Scotland  as  ^'  the  travelled  alonex^ 
Petty,'' attributed  to  supernatural  ageney.  Aneeormoaabouif 
der  had  been  carried  in  the  night-time,  by  the  fifturias,  itiras 
said,  from  its  restingplace  on  the  sea^beadi,  into  the  middle 
of  a  little  bay, — a  journey  of  several  hundred  het ;  but  aU 
John,  though  he  had  not  been  on  tlM  spot  at  the  time,  at  onsd 
inferred  that  it  had  been  carried,  not  by  the  fitiriee,  bat  by  a 
thick  cake  of  ipe,  considerable  eeou^  when  firmly  olai^ad 
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round  it,  to  float  it  away.  He  had  seen,  he  told  me,  stonas 
of  rery  considerable  size  floated  off*by  ice  on  the  shore  opposite 
his  cottage,  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Cromarty  Frith :  ice 
was  an  agent  that  sometimes  "  walked  ofl*  with  great  stones  ;*' 
whereas  he  had  no  evidence  whatever  that  the  fairies  had  any 
powers  that  way ;  and  so  he  accepted  the  agent  which  he  knew, 
as  the  true  one  in  the  removal  of  the  travelled  stone,  and  not 
llie  hy^thetical  agents,  of  which  he  knew  nothing.  Saeh  was 
the  natmtil  philosophy  of  old  John ;  and  in  this  special  in- 
stance g^logic  science  has  since  fully  confirmed  his  decision. 
He  was  diiefly  a  favorite  among  us,  however,  from  hb  ev^ 
and  cheerful  temper,  and  his  ability  of  te}ling  humoroos  sto- 
ries, tlutt  used  to  set  Uie  barrack  in  a  roar,  'and  in  which  lie 
never  i^red  himself,  if  the  exhibition  of  a  weakness  or  absord- 
ity  gave  but  point  to  the  fun.  His  narrative  of  a  visit  to  Inver- 
B^SB,  which  he  had  made  when  an  apprentice  lad,  to  see  a 
di6^>*stealer  hung,  and  his  description  of  the  terrors  of  a  night- 
journey  back,  in  which  he  &nded  he  saw  m^  waiving  in  the 
wind  on  almost  every  tree,  till,  on  reaching  his  solitary  bar- 
rack, he  was  utterly  prostrated  by  ihe  apparition  of  his  own 
great<M>at  suspended  from  a  pin,  has  oflener  than  once  con- 
vulsed us  with  laugfat^.  But  John's  humorous  confessions, 
based  as  they  always  were  on  a  strong  good  sense,  that  always 
saw  the  early  folly  in  its  most  ludicrous  aspect,  never  lowered 
him  in  our  eyes.  Of  his  wonderful  skill  as  a  workman,  much 
was  incommunicable ;  but  it  was  at  least  something  to  know 
the  principles  on  which  he  dhrected  the  operations  of  what  a 
{>hreiiologist  would  perhaps  term  his  extraordinary  Acuities 
ef>bnna&d  me;  and  so  I  recognise  old  John  as  one  of  not  the 
iJeast  uieflctl  nor  able  of  my  many  teachers.  Some  of  Iris 
prd^aaionMi  lessons  were  of  a  kind  which  the  south  and  east 
eovntry  mason  would  be  the  better  fttr  knowing.  In  tliat  raby 
district  of  Scotland  of  which  wb  at  this  time  occupied  the  cen- 
ta^l  tract,  rubble  walls  built  in  the  ordinary  style  leak  like  the 
had  TOO&  of  other  parts  of  the  country;  and  mansion-houses 
«OBiieAnieted  williin  its  predncts  by  qualified  woikm^i  from 
Biidbtor^  sod  Glasgow  haTS  been -^nind  to  admit  ifaeiirate^ 
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coBtequfinee,  that  there  are  same  days  we  oan  soorce  eatit  at 
all.  The  dairy-inaid  bridled  up,  and^  oommunioating  the  re- 
mark to  her  mistress,  we  wer6  told  next  momiiig  that  we  mi^t 
go  for  our  milk  to  the  next' dairy,  if  we  pleased,  but  that  we 
would  get  none  from  her.  And  so,  for  four  months  thereafter, 
we  had  to  do  penanee  for  the  joke,  on  that  not  yery  luxniioQs 
viand  '*  dry  porridge.''  The  pleasures  of  the  table  had  oooo- 
pied  but  small  space  amid  the  Yery  scanty  enjoyments  of  cur 
bairaek  even  before,  and  they  were  now  so  eonsideeably  re- 
duced, that  I  could  have  almost  wished  at  meid-times  that*** 
like  the  inhabitants  of  the  moon,  as  described  by  Baroa  Mna- 
chansen — I  could  open  up  a  port-hole  in  my  side,  and  lay  in 
at  once  proTisiona  enough  for  a  fortnight ;  but  the  infliction 
Idd  cotisiderably  more  on  our  omstitutions  than  on  our  appe- 
tites; and  we  all  became  subject  to  small  but  very  paiii^ 
boils  in  the  muscular  parts  of  the  body, — a  species  of  disease 
which  seems  to  be  scarce  less  certainly  attendant  oa  the  far 
dus&ye  use  of  oatmeal,  than  sea-scurvy  on  the  exduaye  use 
of  salt  meat  Old  John,  however,  though  in  a  eertam  senae 
the  author  of  our  calamity,  escaped  all  censure,  while  a  dou- 
ble portion  fell  to  the  share  of  the  gentleman's  wife. 

I  nevOT  met  a  man  possessed  of  a  more  thoroughly  mathe- 
matical head  than  this  andent  mascm.  I  know  not  that  he 
ever  saw  a  copy  of  Euclid ;  but  the  principles  of  the  woriL 
seemed  to  lie  as  sel^vident  truths  in  his  mind.  In  the  ahft- 
ity,  too,  of  drawing  shrewd  inferences  firom  natuial  pheno- 
mena, old  John  Fraser  exc^led  all  the  other  untaught  men  I 
ever  knew.  Until  my  acquaintance  with  him  commeoMed,  I 
had  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  removal  of  what  was  widely 
known  in  the  north  of  Scotland  aa  ^<  the  trav«lled  stone  of 
Petty,"  attributed  to  sup«rnataml  agency.  Anenonnoiiabooli- 
der  had  been  carried  in  the  night-time,  by  the  finries,  it  waa 
said,  from  its  resting-place  on  the  sefr-beach,  into  the  middle 
of  a  little  bay, — a  journey  of  several  hundred  leet ;  bat  eld 
John,  though  he  had  not  been  on  tlM  spot  at  the  time,  at  onoa 
inferred  that  it  had  been  carried,  not  by  the  fitiriee,  bet  by  a 
duck  cake  of  ice,  considerable  enou^  when  £stmij  dai^ad 


Tonnd  it,  to  float  it  away.  He  had  seen,  he  told  me,  stones 
of  very  considerable  size  floated  off*by  ice  on  the  shore  opposite 
his  cottage,  in  the  upper  reaches  of  t-he  Cromarty  Frith :  ioe 
was  an  agent  that  sometimes  "  walked  ofl*  with  great  stones  ;*' 
whereas  he  had  no  evidence  whatever  that  the  fairies  had  any 
powers  that  way ;  and  so  he  accepted  the  agent  which  he  knew, 
as  die  true  one  in  the  removal  of  the  travelled  stone,  and  not 
the  hypothetical  agents,  of  which  he  knew  nothing.  Such  was 
the  natural  philosophy  of  old  John ;  and  in  this  special  in- 
«tiAce  geologic  sci^ce  has  sltice  fully  confirmed  his  decision. 
He  was  chiefly  a  favorite  among  us,  however,  from  Ms  ev^ 
and  cheerful  temper,  and  his  ability  of  telling  humorous  sto- 
ries, tlutt  used  to  set  Hie  barrack  in  a  roar,lmd  in  which  lie 
nerer  spared  himself,  if  the  exhibition  of  a  weakness  or  absurd- 
ity gave  but  point  to  the  fun.  His  narrative  of  a  visit  to  Invcfp- 
Bess,  which  he  had  made  when  an  apprentice  lad,  to  see  a 
riieep^stealer  hung,  and  his  description  of  the  terrors  of  a  night- 
journey  back,  in  which  he  &neied  he  saw  m^  waiving  in  the 
wind  on  almost  every  tree,  till,  on  reaching  his  solitary  bap- 
wok,  he  was  utterly  prostrated  by  die  apparition  of  his  own 
great-coat  suspended  from  a  pin,  has  oflener  than  once  con- 
vulsed us  widi  laughter.  But  John's  humorous  confessions, 
based  as  they  always  were  on  a  strong  good  sense,  that  always 
sawthe  early  foUy  in  its  most  ludk^rous  aspect,  never  lowered 
him  in  our  eyes.  Of  his  wonderful  skill  as  a  workmian,  much 
was  incommunicable ;  but  it  was  at  least  something  to  know 
the  prindples  on  whidi  he  dhrected  the  operations  of  what  a 
phrenologist  would  periiaps  term  his  extraordinary  feculties 
QTJbrm  and  mze  ;  and  so  I  recognbee  old  John  as  one  of  not  the 
least  useful  nor  able  of  my  many  teachers.  Some  of  his 
^ro^^ssional  iesfions  were  of  a  kind  which  the  south  and  east 
eovntrynoason  would  be  die  better  fln*  knowing.  In  that  rakiy 
distrkt  of  Sootbmd  of  which  we  at  this  time  occupied  the  cen- 
tifal  tract,  rubble  walls  bcdlt  in  the  ordinary  style  leak  like  the 
had  roofis  of  odier  pairts  of  the  oountry ;  and  mansion-housed 
soBiieAnieted  widun  its  preeinets  by  quidified  workmen  ftom 
BiiBinn^sDdGlasgotwhaTe  been  jfouod  to  admit  die*  wstc^ 
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In  such  torrents  l»  to  b»  iftrndutbitable,  mitil  llieir  nunno  ex 
posed  walls  had  been  slated  over  like  tbeir  roofi.  Old  Jolni, 
however,  always  saoeeeded  In  btiildii^  water-tight  walls.  De 
partang  from  the  ordinarj  rule  of  the  builder  elsewhere^  and 
which  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotiand  he  himself  always  req^eoi- 
ed,  he  slightly  elevated  the  under  beds  of  his  stones,  instsad 
of  laying  them,  as  usual,  o%i  the  dead  lerel ;  while  along  the 
edges  of  their  upper  beds  he  Strode  offa  unaUrudechnniper; 
and  by  these  simple  eontrfvances,  the  ram,  though  driven  witii 
violence  agahist  his  work,  coursed  in  streams  aksng  itafiMM, 
without  entering  into  the  interior  and  soaking  through. 

For  about  six  weeks  we  had  magnifieent  weadier, — dear 
sumiy  skies  and  calm  seas;  and  I  greatly  enjoyed  my  even- 
ing rambles  amid  the  hills,  or  along  the  searehore.  I  waa 
struck,  in  these  walks,  by  the  amazii^  abundmioe  of  the  wild 
flowers  whidi  covered  the  natural  meadows  and  lower  hillr 
dopes, — an  abundance,  as  I  have  since  remarked,  equally  char- 
acteristic of  both  the  northern  and  western  islands  ci  Scot* 
land.  The  lower  slopes  of  Gairloch,  of  western  Sutherland, 
of  Orkney,  and  of  the  norltem  Hebrides  generally, — ^though 
for  the  purposes  of  the  agriculturist,  vegetation  languishea, 
and  wheat  is  never  reared, — are  by  many  degrees  ridier  in 
wild  flowers  than  the  &t  loamy  m^idows  of  England.  They 
resemble  gaudy  pieces  of  earpeting,  as  abundant  in  petals  as  ia 
leaves.  Little  of  the  rare  is  to  be  detected  in  these  meadow% 
save,  perhaps,  that  in  those  of  western  Sutherland  a  few  Alpine 
plants  may  be  found  at  a  greatly  lower  level  than  elsewhere  ia 
Britain ;  but  the  vast  pn^sion  of  blossoms  borne  by  sfoeaem 
common  to  almost  every  other  part  <^  the  kingdom,  inp«rts 
to  them  an  apparently  novel  character.  Wemay  deteok,  iam 
bdined  to  think,  in  this  singular  floral  proftiaen,  the  <qmni- 
tion  of  a  law  not  less  influ^itial  in  the  animal  tlMn  in  the 
vegetable  world,  which,  when  hardship  presses  upon  tiie  lah 
of  the  individual  shrub  or  quadruped,  so  as  to  threaten  hs 
vitality,  renders  it  fruitflil  in  bdialf  of  its  speeiea.  I  have  seen 
the  principle  strildngly  exemplified  in  the  common  tobaoeo 
piant^  wh^  reared  in  a  northern  country  In  (be  epen  ain 
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Year  after  year  it  eoatiniied  to  degenerate,  and  to  exhibit  a 
smaller  leaf  and  shorter  stem,  until  the  successors  of  what  in 
the  first  year  of  trial  had  been  vigorous  plants,  of  some  three 
to  four  feet  in  height,  had  in  the  sixth  or  eighl^  become  mere 
'^eeds  of  scarce  as  many  inches.  But  while  the  as  yet  undo- 
generate  plant  had  merely  borne  atop  a  few  florets,  which  pro* 
duced  a  small  quantity  of  exceedingly  minute  seeds,  the  stunted 
"weed,  its  descendant,  was  so  thi<^y  covered  over  in  its  season 
with  its  pale  yellow  bells,  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  a 
Boe^^y ;  and  the  seeds  produced  were  not  only  bulkier  in  the 
mass,  but  also  individually  of  much  greater  size.  The  tobacco 
had  grown  productive  in  proportion  as  it  had  degenerated. 
In  the  common  scurvy-grass,  too, — ^remarkable,  with  some 
other  plants,  for  takmg  its  place  among  both  the  productions 
of  our  Alpine  heights  aod  of  our  sea-shores, — ^it  will  be  found 
that,  in  proportion  as  its  habitat  proves  ungenial,  and  its  leaves 
and  stems  become  dwarfish  and  thin,  its  little  white  cruciform 
flowers  increase,  till,  in  localities  where  it  barely  exists,  as  if 
on  the  edge  of  extinction,  we  find  the  entire  plant  forming  a 
dense  bundle  of  seed-vessels,  eadi  charged  to  the  full  with 
seed.  And  in  the  gay  meadows  of  Gairloch  and  Orkney, 
crowded  with  a  vegetation  that  approaches  its  northern  limit 
of  production,  we  detect  what  seems  to  be  the  same  principle 
QhronioaJly  operative ;  and  hence,  it  would  seem,  their  extra- 
ordinary  gaiety.  ^  Their  richly  blossoming  plants  are  the  poor 
productive  Irish  of  the  vegetable  world;  for  Doubleday 
seems  to  be  quite  in  the  right  in  holding,  that  the  law  extends 
to  not  only  the  inferior  animals,  but  to  our  own  species  alsa 
The  lean,  ill-fed  sow  and  rabbit  rear,  it  lias  been  long  known, 
a  greatly  more  numerous  progeny  than  the  same  animals 
when  wdl  cared  for  and  &t ;  and  every  horse  and  cattle  breeder 
knows  that  to  over-feed  his  animals  proves  a  sure  mode  of 
rendering  them  sterile.  The  sheep,  if  tolerably  well  pastured, 
brings  forth  only  a  single  lamb  at  a  birth ;  but  if  half-«tarved 
and  lean,  the  chances  are  that  it  may  bring  forth  two  or  three. 
And  so  it  is  also  with  the  greatly  higher  human  race.  Place 
them  in  drcnmstances  of  degradation  and  hardship  so  extreme 
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i8  almost  to  tbreaten  their  existence  as  indhrichials^  and  ihey 
increase,  as  if  in  behalf  of  the  species^  with  a  rapidity  ndlftoot 
precedent  in  ciiccunstanoes  of  greater  comfort.     The  aristo* 
oratio  fiunilies  of  a  countrj  are  continiially  roimiAg  out ;  and 
it  requires  frequent  creations  to  keep  up  the  House  of  Lords; 
whereas  our  poorer  -jpeopie  seem  increasing  in  nK«e  than  iha 
arithmetical  ratio.    Jn  Sjke,  though  fiilly  two-diirds  of  the 
popuktion  emigrated  early  in  the  latter  Indf  of  the  last  cen- 
tuiy,  a  single  generation  had  scarce  passed  6re  the  gap  was 
completely  filled ;  and  nuserable  Ireland,  as  it  existed  e^e  ^ 
&mme,  would  have  been  of  itself  sufficient,  had  the  human 
&myy  no  other  breeding-place,  to  people  in  a  few  ages  ^ 
world.     Here,  too,  in  dose  neighborhood  with  the  flower- 
covered  meadow^,  were  there  miserable  cottages  that  w^« 
swarming  with  children, — cottages  in  which,  for  nearly  the 
half  of  every  twelvemonth,  the  cereals  were  unknown  as  food^ 
and  whose  over-toiled  female  inmates  did  all  the  domesflao 
work,  and  more  than  half  the  work  of  the  little  fields  outsida 
How  exquisitely  the  sun  sets  in  a  clear,  calm,  summer  even- 
ing over  the  blue  Hebrides !    Within  less  than  a  mile  of  our 
barrack  there  rose  a  tall  hill,  whose  bold  summit  oomtmanded 
an  the  Western  Isles,  from  Sleat  in  Skye,  to  the  Butt  of  the 
Lewis.    To  the  south  lay  the  trap  islands ;  to  the  north  and 
west,  the  gneiss  ones.     I^ey  formed,  however,  seen  from  this 
hill,  one  great  group,  which,  just  as  the  sun  had  sunk,  and  sea 
and  sky  were  so  equally  bathed  in  gold  as  to  exhibit  <m.  the 
horizon  no  dividing  line,  seemed  in  their  transparent  purple,—- 
darker  dr  lighter  according  to  the  distance, — ^a  group  of  lovely 
douds,  that,  though  moveless  in  the  calm,  the  first  light  breeze 
might  sweep  away.    Even  the  flat  promontories  of  sandstone 
which,  like  outstretched  arms,  enclosed  the  outer  readies  of 
the  for^round, — ^promontories  edged  with  low  red  cKfls,  and 
covered  with  brown  heath, — used  to  borrow  at  these  times, 
from  the  soft  yellow  beam,  a  beauty  not  their  own.    Amid 
the  inequalities  of  the  gneiss  region  within, — a  region  more 
broken  and  precipitous,  but  of  humbler  altitude,  than  (he  great 
gneiss  tract  of  the  midland  Highlands, — ^the  chequered  li^ 
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aad  «I#de  by,  as  tbe  mm  dedined,  in  stron^HicakMed 
paUshofl^.tliat  betrayed  the  abrupt  mequalities  of  the  ground^ 
ax^d  borei  whea  all  around  was  warm,  tanted  and  bright,  a  hue 
of  cold  neutrdi^ay ;  while  immediately  over  and  beyond  this 
Tough  sombre  base  there  rose  two  noble  pyramids  of  red  sand-, 
stone,  about  two  thousand  feet  in  height,  that  used  to  flare  to 
tbe  setting  sun  in  bright  crimson,  and  whose  nearly  horizontal 
strata,  deepfy  scored  along  the  lines,  like  courses  of  asl^ar  in 
an  ancient  wall,  added  to  the  mural  effect  communicated  by 
their  bare  fironts  and  ste^  rectilinear  outlines.  These  tiJl 
pyramids  form  the  terminal  members,  towards  the  south,  of  an 
extraordinary  group  of  sandstone  hills,  of  denudation  unique 
in  the  British  islands,  to  which  1  have  already  referred,  and 
which  extends  from  the  northern  boundary  of  Assynt  to  near 
Appleoross.  But  tliough  I  formed  at  this  time  n^  first  ac- 
quaintance with  the  group,  it  was  not  until  mai\y  years  after 
that  I  had  an  opportunity  of  determining  the  relations  of 
their  compcHient  beds  to  each  other,  and  to  the  fundamental 
rocks  of  the  country. 

At  times  my  walks  were  directed  along  the  sea-eh(M*e.  Nat- 
uralists well  know  how  much  the  western  coasts  of  Scotland 
differ  in  their  productions  from  its  eastern  ones ;  but  it  was  a 
difference  wholly  new  to  me  at  this  time ;  and  though  my 
limited  knowledge  enabled  me  to  detect  it  in  but  compar- 
atively few  particulars,  I  found  it  no  uninteresting  task  to  trace 
it  for  myself  in  even  these  few.  I  was  first  attracted  by  one  of 
the  lai^er  sea-weeds,  Simanthalia  lorea^ — ^with  its  cup-shaped 
disc  and  long  thong-like  receptacles, — which  I  found  very 
abundant  on  the  rocks  here,  but  which  I  had  never  seen  in 
tiie  upper  reaches  of  the  Moray  Frith,  and  which  is  by  no 
means  very  common  on  any  portion  of  the  east  coast.  From 
die  sea-weeds  I  passed  to  the  shells,  among  which  I  detected 
not  only  a  difference  in  the  proportions  in  which  the  various 
s{>edies  occurred,  but  also  species  that  were  new  to  me, — such 
as  a  shell,  not  rare  in  Gairloch,  Nassa  reticulata^  but  rarely  if 
ever  seen  in  the  Moray  or  Cromarty  Friths ;  and  three  other 
shells  which  I  saw  here  for  the  first  time,  Trochv^  umhilkaius^ 
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ragged,  hills  of  gneies  tibat,  yiewed  £pom  an  eminenoey  te* 
sembled  a  tambling  sea,  suddenly  sank  into  low  brown  pr(>. 
montories,  unbroken  hy  ravines,  and  whose  emin^tioes  were 
mere  fiat  swellings ;  and  in  the  hope  of  finding  some  cfaange 
of  formation  coincid^t  witih  the  diange  of  scenery,  I  set  out 
witli  my  comrade  for  the  nearest  point  at  whidi  ^e  broken 
ooUine  passed  into  the  rectilinear  or  merely  undulaliorj  one^ 
But  though  I  did  expect  a  change,  it  was  not  without  some 
degree  of  surprise  that,  immediately  after  passing  the  point  of 
junction,  I  ^nmd  myself  in  a  district  of  red  sandstone.  It 
was  a  hard,  compact,  dark^solored  stone,  but  dressed  readily 
to  piek  and  hammer,  and  made  excellent  cornerstones  and 
ashlar ;  and  it  would  have  fiimished  us  with  even  hewn  w<»^k 
for  our  building,  had  not  our  employer,  unacquainted^  like 
every  one  else  at  the  time,  with  the  mineral  capabilities  of 
the  locality,  brought  his  hewing  stone  in  a  sloop,  at  no  small 
expense,  through  the  Caledonian  Canal,  from  one  of  the  quar* 
rl^  of  Moray, — a  circuitous  voyage  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred mUes. 

Imnw&ttsly  beside  whore  we  opened  our  quarry,  there  was 
a  Iktle  solitary  shieling:  it  was  well*nigh  8u<^  an  edi^ee  as  I 
Qsed  to  erect  when  a  boy, — some  eigb^  or  ten  feet  J^  l^igtli^ 
and  of  so  humble  an  altitode,  that,  when  standing  erect  m  the 
midst,  I  could  lay  my  hand  on  the  roof^tree*  A  heatMied 
oeeupied  one  of  the  comers ;  a  few  gray  embecs  weire  oaiottl- 
dering  in  the  middle  of  the  floor ;  a  pet  lay  beside  them,  rewly 
fye  use,  half-fiiled  whJi  codkles  fuid  nuBor-fisb,  the  spoils  of  the 
fiDonung  ebb;  and  a  cog  of  milk  ooeupied  a  small  sheilf  that 
projected  from  the  gable  above.  Budat  were  the  contents  of 
the  shieling.  Its  ixily  inmate,  a  lively  little  (dd-n^an,  sat  out- 
side, at  once  tending  a  few  cows  grouped  on  the  nfioor,  and 
employed  in  stripping  with  a  pocket^nife,  long  slender  f^Sr 
ments  from  off  a  piece  of  moss  fir ;  and  as  he  wrought  and 
watdied,  he  crooned  a  Gaelic  song  not  very  musically,  may- 
hap, but,  like  the  happy  song  of  the  humble  bee,  there  was 
perfect  oont^t  in  every  tone.  He  had  a  great  many  curious 
questions  to  ask  in  his  i»aUve  Gaelic,  of  my  oomradci  r^g^rdr 


OBy  TKB  SfOST  OT  IfT  BDITOATICBff*  860 

iog  our  eai^»ymeBt  and  our  employer ;  and  whea  emtiafiedi 
he  begttB,  I  peroeived,  like  the  Highlander  of  the  previoua 
veiling,  to  express  Terj  profound  oommiseratioa  for  me.  '^b 
that  man  also  pitying  me  ?"  I  aaked.  '*  O  yes,  very  much,'' 
was  the  reply :  ^  he  does  not  at  ail  see  how  yon  are  to  live  in 
Gairfodi  without  Gaelic"  I  was  reminded  by  the  slueling 
and  its  happy  inmate,  of  one  of  my  Other's  ezperienoes,  as 
ODttimunioated  to  me  by  Unde  James.  In  the  coarse  of  a 
probweted  kelp  voyage  among  the  Hebrides,  he  had  landed  in 
his  boat,  be^^re  entering  one  of  the  sounds  of  the  Long  Iskad, 
to  prcMsure  a  pilot,  but  found  in  the  fisherman's  cottage  on  which 
he  had  directed  his  oourae,  only  the  firiiennan's  wife,— -a  yooag 
ereature  of  not  more  than  dghteen,«-<engaged  in  nnrsing  her 
child  and  sh^mg  a  Gaelic  song,  in  Umea  expressive  of  a  lif^ 
heart,  till  the  rooks  rang  again.  A  heath  bed,  a  pot  of  baked 
clay,  of  native  manuftcture,  fashioned  by  the  hand,  add  a  heaf 
of  ^h  newly  caught,  seined  to  constitute  the  only  wealth  of 
Hie  cottage ;  but  its  mistress  was,  notwithstanding,  one  of  the 
happiest  of  women ;  and  deeply  did  she  commiserate  the  poor 
sailors,  and  earnestly  wish  for  the  return  <^her  hoahaad,  HuX 
he  might  assist  ihsm  in  their  perplexity.  The  huaband  at 
length  appeared.  ^  O,"  he  asked,  ^^  after  the  first  greetins^ 
^faave  ye  any  salt?''  ** Plenty,"  said  the  master;  ^and  you, 
I  see,  from  your  supply  <^  fresh  fish,  want  it  very  much;  bvt 
come,  pilot  us  through  the  sound,  and  you  shall  have  as  mnoh 
salt  as  you  require."  And  so  the  vessel  got  a  pilot  and  the 
fisherman  got  salt;  but  never  did  my  &ther  forget  the  ligM- 
hearted  song  of  the  happy  mistress  of  that  poor  Highland  co^ 
ti^.  It  was  <me  of  the  palpable  characterislacs  of  our  Soottlah 
Highknders,  fiyr  at  least  the  first  tkirty  years  of  the  coatury^ 
that  they  were  contented  enough,  as  a  people,  to  &ld  nKxre  to 
pity  than  to  envy  in  the  condition  of  tkdr  nt^hbors;  and  I 
remember  lAiat  at  tins  time,  and  for  years  afber,  I  used  to  deem 
tiie  trait  a  good  ^le.  I  have  now,  however,  my  doubts  on  the 
subject,  and  am  noi  quite  sure  whether  a  content  so  genand 
as  to  be  national  may  not,  in  certain  eiremostaDeesj' be  rather 
a  viae  than  a  virtue.   It  is  oartainlT  ao  viztao  whan  it  has  tha 
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elfeetof  aiTesting  either  fa^Kriduals  or  peoples  in  their  oourw 
ef  development ;  and  is  perilously  allied  to  great  snfiering, 
when  the  men  who  exemplify  it  are  so  ^oroaghlj  happy  amid 
Ae  mediocrities  of  the  present,  that  diey  ikil  to  make  provis- 
ion for  the  oontingencies  of  the  future. 

We  were  joined  in  about  a  fortnight  by  tiie  otiier  wtyrkmen 
from  the  low  country,  and  I  resigned  my  temporary  diai^ 
^are  tliat  I  still  retamed  the  time-book  in  my  master^  be- 
half) mto  the  hands  of  an  and^it  mason,  remarkable  over  die 
nmfk  of  fiooftknd  for  his  skill  as  an  operative,  and  wbo,  though 
he  was  now  turned  of  sixty,  was  stiii  able  to  build  «id  hew 
eonsiderably  more  than  ike  youngest  and  most  aetrve  man  ni 
the  squad.  He  was  at  this  time  the  only  survivor  of  three 
hrothers,  aU  masons,  and  all  not  merely  iirstelass  workmen,  but 
badass  to  which,  at  least  to  the  norUi  of  the  Grampians,  only 
they  themselves  belonged,  and  very  considerably  hi  advance 
of  the  first  And  on  the  removal  of  the  second  of  the  three 
brofliers  to  the  south  of  Scotland,  it  was  found  that,  amid  the 
alcme-entters  of  Glasgow,  David  Fraser  held  relatively  the 
same  place  that  he  had  done  amoi^  those  of  Hie  north.  I  have 
been  UM  by  Mr.  Kenned  Matiieson^— a  gentleman  w^l  known 
as  a  master-boilder  in  the  west  of  Scotland, — that  in  erecting 
some  hang^  stairs  of  polished  stcme,  ornamented  ki  iW)nt 
and  at  the  outer  edge  by  the  common  fillet  and  torus,  his  or- 
dinary workmen  used  to  complete  for  him  tlieir  one  step  f^iece 
par  day,  and  David  Fraser  his  ^Are^  steps,  finished  equally  well. 
It  18  eadly  oonoeivable  how,  in  the  higher  vfotks  of  art,  one 
man  should  excel  a  thousand, — nay,  how  he  should  have  nei- 
ther competitor  when  living,  nor  successor  w9ien  dead.  The 
£n||^iflh  gentleman  who,  asSt&r  the  deatli  of  Canova,  asked  a 
sarvEving  Inrother  of  the  sculptor  whetiier  he  proposed  carry- 
ing on  Oanova's  buiinisi,  found  that  he  had  achieved  In  the 
query  an  unint^itional  joke.  But  in  flie  commoner  avocations- 
there  appear  no  such  differences  between  man  and  man ;  and 
it^jnaj  seem  strange  how,  in  ordinary  stone-ciftfing,  one  man 
could  thos  perform  the  work  <^  three.  My  acquaintance  with 
old  John  f^raser  riu^wed  me  how  very  much  the  ablittMf  de^ 
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j^eadad  on  a  natural  ftoultj,  Joha'a  strength  Jbiad  iieT«r  been 
above  the  average  of  that  of  Scotchmen,  and  it  was  now  consid- 
erably reduced ;  nor  did  his  mallet  deal  more  or  heavier  blowB 
than  that  of  the  common  workman.  He  had,  however,  an  ex- 
traordinary power  of  conceiving  of  the  finished  piece  of  work, 
^  lying  within  the  rude  stone  from  whic^  it  was  his  basiness 
to  disinter  it;  and  while  ordinary  8tone^}utters  had  to  repeal 
and  re-repeat  their  lines  and  draughts^  and  had  in  this  way 
viartuaUy  to  give  to  their  work  several  sur&ces  in  detail  ere 
tb^y  readiied  the  true  one,  old  John  cut  upon  the  true  figure 
^  once,  and  made  one  suriaee  serve  for  alL  In  buildii^  too^ 
))e  iexerdsed  a  similar  power :  he  hammer-dressed  his  ataiea 
with  fewer  strcJ&es  than  otiher  workmen,  and  in  fitting  the  in* 
lerspaces  between  stones  already  laid,  always  picked  from  out 
the  heap  at  his  feet  the  stcme  that  exactly  fitted  the  place ; 
whilA  other  operatives  busied  themselves  in  picking  up  stonoi 
that  Wiere  too  small  or  too  large ;  or,  if  they  set  themselveB 
to  rediice  the  too  large  ones,  reduced  th^oi  too  little  or  too 
mufik^  and  had  to  fit  and  fit  again.  Whether  building  or  hew* 
ing,  John  never  seemed  in  a  hurry.  He  has  been  seen,  whea 
&r  a4vanced  in  life,  working  very  leisurely,  as  beousie  hia 
years,  on  the  one  aide  of  a  wail,  and  two  stout  youi^  leUow« 
building  against  him  on  the  other  side, — toiling,  apparently, 
twioe  harder  than  he,  but  the  old  man  always  contriving  to 
keep  a  JUttle  ahead  of  them  both. 

David  Fraaer  I  never  saw ;  but  as  a  hewer  he  was  said  cooh 
aiderably  to  excel  ev^  his  brother  John.  On  hearing  that  it 
had  b^n  nemarked  am<Mig  a  party  of  Edinburgh  masons,  that, 
(jjioiigh  regarded  as  the  first  of  Ghisgow  stone-cutters,  he 
wo^ld  find  in  the  eastern  capital  at  least  his  equals,  he  attired 
himself  most  unoouthly  in  a  long-tailed  coat  of  tartan,  and^ 
looking  to  the  life  the  untamed,  untaught,  e^ieeited  little 
Gelt,  he  piresented  himself  one  Monday  nu»iuBg,  armed  with 
a  l^ter  of  introduction  from  a  Gl«igow  builder,  before  the 
fiureman  of  an  Edinburgh  squad  di  masons  engaged  up<Mi  one 
of  the  finer  buildings  at  that  time  in  the  course  of  erection* 
The  l^ttey  speoified  neither  his  qualifieationa  nor  his  name:  it 
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alL  The  dair  j-niaid  bridled  up,  and^  cDmmuniGatiiig  the  re- 
mark to  her  mistress^  we  wer&  told  next  monuBg  that  we  might 
go  for  our  milk  to  the  next' dairy,  if  we  pleased,  but  that  we 
would  get  none  from  h^.  And  so,  for  four  months  thereafter, 
we  had  to  do  p^oance  for  the  joke,  on  that  not  very  luxurious 
viand  ^'  dry  porridge.''  The  pleasures  of  Uie  table  had  ooco- 
pied  but  small  spaoe  amid  the  very  scanty  enjoy  aaents  of  our 
banrack  even  before,  and  they  were  now  so  conaiderably  le- 
duoed,  that  I  could  have  almost  wished  at  meal-timea  Unit**- 
like  the  inhabitants  of  the  moon,  as  described  by  BaroiiMaa- 
diaus^i — ^I  could  open  up  a  port-hole  in  my  side,  and  lay  in 
at  once  proviaions  enough  for  a  fortnight ;  but  the  iaflictioo 
told  considerably  more  on  our  ccmstitutiaiis  than  on  oiirappo- 
lites;  and  we  all  became  subject  to  small  but  very  pain^ 
boik  in  the  muscular  parts  of  the  body, — a  specios  of  disease 
whidi  seems  to  be  scarce  less  certainly  att^idaat  on  theccir 
ehis&ye  use  of  oatmeal,  Ihan  sea^Mmrvy  on  the  exidasFe  use 
of  salt  meat  Old  John,  however,  though  in  a  certain  sense 
the  author  of  our  calamity,  escaped  all  censure,  while  a  dou- 
ble portion  fell  to  the  share  of  the  gentleman's  wife. 

I  never  met  a  man  possessed  of  a  more  thorou^y  matber 
matical  head  than  this  andent  mason.  I  know  oot  that  he 
ever  saw  a  copy  of  Euclid ;  but  the  principles  of  the  wo^ 
seemed  to  lie  as  sel^vident  truths  in  his  mind.  In  the  tHA- 
ityi  too,  of  drawii^  shrewd  inferences  from  natursi  pheno- 
mena, old  John  Fraser  excelled  all  the  oth^  untaught  men  I 
ever  knew.  Until  my  acquaintance  with  him  commeaeed,  I 
had  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  removal  of  what  was  widely 
known  in  the  noorth  of  Scotland  as  ''  the  traTcUed  atoms  <^ 
Petty,"  attaributed  to  supematuml  ag«iey.  Aneaormousboiilf 
der  had  been  earned  in  the  night-time,  by  the  fiuries,  it  was 
said,  from  its  resting-place  fm  the  sea4)each,  into  the  middle 
of  a  little  bay,^ — a  journey  of  several  hundred  foet ;  hot  old 
John,  though  he  had  not  been  on  the  spot  at  the  time,  at  onoe 
inferred  that  it  had  been  carried,  not  by  the  &iries,  bwt  by  a 
thiok  cake  of  ice,  considerable  enoo^^  when  firmly  dasgpad 
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Tound  it,  to  float  it  away.  He  had  seen,  he  told  me,  stones 
of  very  considerable  size  floated  ofl*by  ice  on  the  shore  opposite 
his  cottage,  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Cromarty  Frith :  ioe 
was  an  agent  that  sometimes  "  walked  off*  with  great  stones  ;*' 
whereas  he  had  no  evidence  whatever  that  the  ^ries  had  any 
powers  that  way ;  and  so  he  accepted  the  agent  which  he  knew, 
as  the  true  one  in  the  removal  of  the  travelled  stone,  and  not 
the  hypotibetical  agents,  of  which  he  knew  nothing.  Such  was 
Uie  natural  philosophy  of  old  John ;  and  in  this  speeial  iii- 
stttioe  geologic  science  has  since  fully  C(xiflrmed  his  decision. 
He  was  diiefly  a  favorite  among  us,  however,  from  hfs  ev^ 
and  cheerful  temper,  and  his  ability  of  telling  humorous  sto- 
ries, that  used  to  set  the  barrack  in  a  roar,  "bnd  in  which  he 
iierer  spared  himself  if  the  exhibition  of  a  weakness  or  absurd- 
ity gave  but  point  to  the  fun.  His  narrative  of  a  visit  to  Inver- 
B^SB,  which  he  had  made  when  an  apprentice  lad,  to  see  a 
riieep^tealer  hung,  and  his  description  of  the  terrors  of  a  night- 
journey  bade,  in  whidi  he  &nded  he  saw  men  waiving  in  the 
wind  on  almost  every  tree,  till,  on  reaching  his  solitary  bar- 
rack, he  was  utterly  prostrated  by  the  apparition  of  his  own 
great-coat  suspended  firom  a  pin,  has  oftener  than  once  con- 
vulsed us  with  laughter.  But  John's  humorous  confessions, 
based  as  they  always  were  on  a  strong  good  sense,  that  always 
sawthe  early  foUy  in  its  most  ludicrous  aspect,  never  lowered 
him  in  our  eyes.  Of  his  wonderful  skill  as  a  workman,  mudl 
was  incommunicable ;  but  it  was  at  least  something  to  know 
the  principles  on  which  he  directed  the  operations  of  what  a 
{>hreiiologist  would  perhaps  term  his  extraordinary  Acuities 
of^fivm-aad  me  ;  and  so  I  recogni2e  old  John  as  one  of  not  ^e 
least  useflil  nor  able  of  my  many  teachers.  Some  of  Ids 
proftssionai  tessons  were  of  a  kind  idiich  the  south  and  east 
eovntry  mason  would  be  IJie  better  for  knowing.  In  that  rainy 
distract  of  Scotibnd  of  which  we  at  tlus  time  occupied  the  cen- 
ti^  tract,  rubble  walls  built  in  the  ordinary  style  leak  like  the 
bad  TOG&  of  other  parts  of  the  country ;  and  mansion-houses 
eoufiltiraeted  within  its  predncts  by  qualified  workmen  from 
Bdiaibiirg^  and  Glasgow  hate  been  found  to  admit  the'i^aM 
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«kir»W^  Ik«  .potetoefl)  loe,  faid  baeotee  aoft  «id  iralcty,  «a4 
limrtMvefcagined  but  ijidiflfeiypt  food  to  Aft  poor  HigWandera; 
f(miif^»tM  eren  in  bettw  oomioiifl  to  feed  upon  tbeoD  4iiiii^ 
dw  fprfittto  part  of  the  year,  and  now  tbrown  upon  tliem  a)- 
moit  e^oUisiveiy  by  the  fiiilure  of  the  ootn  crop.  The  eol- 
tw»of  the-iielghbodiiig  yiUage  were  on  other  aoootnts  in  more 
theft  uanaUy  depressed  drousMtaBoes  ai  the  time.  'EmA 
fiimily  paid  to  the  laiid  iar  its  peteh  of  con^land,  and  tiie 
pestmvge  of  e  wide  uphmd  moor,  oft  wlueh  each  keft  ikree 
emva  appiece,  esmali  yeady  reiit<>f  liiree  pomndsL  The  melee 
iireiK^  all  fidienaeii  as  well ae ero^rs;  and,  small  asilie  vent 
vas^  tbegr  dermd  their  only. meaos  of  paying  it  from  the  eea^— > 
ebMfyy  indeed,  &om  the  heningiAriiery, — ^whieh,  everywhere 
an.  unoevtau  and  precarious  souroe  of  supply,  ie  more  so  here 
than  in  most  other  places  on  the  north-western  coasts  of  Soot* 
knd.  And  aeibtrthree  years  together  the  herring^Miing  had 
ittled  in  the  Loch,  th^  had  been  nnable)  term  after  term,  to 
meet  with  the  Uurd,  and  were  now  three  years  in  arrears.  Foi«> 
tHsately  for  them,  he  was  a  humane,  sennble  man,  comlbrtable 
enough  in  hisdroumstanoes  to  have,  what  Highland  proprietors 
often  have  aet^  the  complete  command  of  his  own  afiairs ;  but 
ih^all  lelt  that  their  cattle  were  their  own  oidy  by  suHferanoe, 
and  so  hMig  as  he  fiNPbore urging  Us  claim  against  them;  and 
they  entertamed  but  little  hope  of  ultimate  eztrieation.  I  saw 
among  these  poor  men  mueh  of  that  indolence  of  wfakh  th« 
eountry  has  heard  not  a  littie;  and  ooiM  not  doubt,  from  the 
peculiar  aspects  ki  which  it  presented  itself  tint  it  was,  asi 
have  said,  a  long^derived  faereditKry  indolence,  in  whidi  thnv 
ihtheareandgrandiat^rshadindnilgedforoentmies.  Bnt^tfaera 
was  certiiinly  little  in  thdr  oireumstaaoes  to  lead  to  the  ftmft. 
tionof  new  habits  of  industry.  Even  a  previoudy  indostnons 
pec^le,  were  they  to  be  located  willnn  the  great  north-western 
curve  of  thirty*fiye  inch  rain,  to  raise  com  and  potatoes  ftr  the 
autttnmal  storms  to  blast,  and  to  fish  in  the  laird's  bdialf  her- 
xings  that  yearafter  year  revised  to  come  to  be  caught,  wodd, 
Isuqiect, ina short  time  get  neariy  as  indolmt as  tiieraselvss. 
iknd  eeitiainlyy  judging  irom  the  conlrast  whkhmyhrothep 
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^TrorioEMaprMeBtodpto  Ihese  IfigMatiderfl  of  the  •wesf  ooast^'tlie 
iB^oieBOe  vkteh  we  «aw,  aiid  for  wydi  my  comrades  bad  no 
4ol«mu)e  trfaatever,  oonld  scsroeF  be  described  as  itaberently 
Geltia  I  mjtM  was  ^be  only  genuine  Lowiaaideaf  of  otir 
party*  John  Fraser,  who,  tliough  now  tamed  of  sixty,  wonM 
havQ  laid  or  bewn  stone  for  stene  with  the  mos6  diligent  Sttxon 
Aiaaon  in  Bfitaili  or  ^sewhere,  wasatmeCeltof  theBcandfaia^ 
Tian«Gae£e variety;  and  all  our  oUier  masons, — ^Ma^jdcttiaMs, 
M^Leoda^  and  Maflteys,  hard-working  men,  who  were  con» 
4eDt  to  toli  from  sesMHTta  season,  and  all  day  long,— •were  trud 
Celts  aiao^  But  they  had  been  hfed  <m  the  eastern  border  of 
the  fiigjldands,  m  «  sandstone  dktriet,  whdre  they  had  the  op^ 
fwrtmltyef  acquiring  a  trade,  and  of  securing  in  the%orlrit^ 
aettson  vegi^Kr  weH^f^smmerated'  employment;  and  so  liiey 
had  developed  into  indnstrious,  i^illed  mechanics,  ^  M  leml 
the  ordinary  effideney.  There  are  ^odier  things  mneh  mot^ 
deeply  in  fiuilt  as  producing  causes  of  the  hidbknee  of  ^h$ 
weiEft-coafirt^  Highlander  than  his  Celtic  blood. 

On  fiaoshing  the  dwelling-house  vtpim  whMi  w^  hid  heeA 
engaged,  nearly  one  half  the  workmen  quitted  the  sqilad  ftt 
the  low  country,  anid  the  remMnder  removed  to  Ihe  n^ighbor^ 
hood  <tf  the  ion  at  whtdi  we  had  spent  our  first  night,  o# 
Whet  mornhig,  in  the  place,  to  build  a  kite^eii  and  store-rooM 
fer  the  hm^keeper.  Am<^  tim  odiers,  we  lost  the  sot^iety  cf 
C^dtOnek,  who  had  been  a  con<3Dual  soureei  of  ftihus^ineM 
and  annoyance  to  us  in  the  barrack  all  the  season  ktbg.  W^ 
^oon  finmd  tiiat  he  was  regarded  by  the  Highhtiiders  in  our 
■eighboibood  with  fbelmgs  of  l^e  intensest  horror  and  itreadt 
Ihey  hadf  learned  somehow  that  he  used  to  be  seen  fn  the  low 
omntry  flitting  suspidously  at  nights  about  churchyards,  and 
was  snooted  of  behig  a  resurrectionist ;  and  not  one  of  th\e 
ghouls  or  vampbes  of  eastern  story  could  have  been  more 
fewedorhated  in  the  regions  which  they  were  believed  to  mfest, 
than  a  reburreotionisli  in  the  Western  Hi^lands.  Oick.Clacft 
bad  certakdy  a  trick  of  wandering  abont  at  nights;  and  not 
unlreqiieB^'  did  he  brhig,  on  his  return  from  some  nocture 
Ml  tamblei/  dead'bo^is  with  fadm  hito  tiie  barradt^  bnt  Heey 


i7S         XT  scnocAiS  Ain>  scHDOSiiaffEK; 

wMreinvambljiliift  dead  bodies  of  eod,g«<iardl9  and  ii^^  I 
know  not  wliere  his  fishing-baiik  lay,  or  what  bait  be  cai^ley- 
•d;  bat  I  obserrod  tbat  almost  all  the  fi:^  irhkk  he  caoght 
weirereadj  dried  and  salted.  Old  John  Frasar  was  not  with- 
out sBspidoD  that  there  were  oooasicnal  iateiferenees  an.  the 
part  of  the  carter  with  the  integritj  of  our  meal-barrei ;  and 
I  hare  seen  the  old  man  smoothing  the  stir&ee  of  the  meal, 
jttst  beibre  qnittnig  the  barraek  for  his  woi^,  and  inseribiiig 
Hpon  it  with  his  kiii£>-poiBt  the  irapiHtant  moral  iufonetioii, 
^Thou  shalt  not  steal/'  in  saoh  a  way  as  to  render  it  Impos- 
sible to  break  the  eommandment  widiin  t^  predncts  of  the 
barrel,  withont  at  the  same  lime  effacing  some  c^  its  dbwrao- 
t&r%,  And  these  once  efiaoed,  diok-Oaek,  as  he  was  no 
writer  himself  and  had  no  assistant  or  confidant,  eonld  not 
have  re-inscribed.  Ere  quittkig  us  for  the  low  oonntrj,  I  bar>> 
gained  with  him  that  he  should  carry  mj  blanket  in  Us  oarl 
to  Conon-ffide,  asid  gave  him  a  shilling  and  a  dram  m  adrsnoe^ 
as  pay  lor  the  service.  He  carried  it,  however,  no  &cther  thao 
the  next  inn,  where,  pledging  it  lor  a  second  diilling  and  a 
second  dram,  he  Idl  me  to  relieve  it  as  i  passed.  Poor  CUdiL* 
Clack,  though  one  of  the  deverest  of  his  dass,  was  deddedly 
half-witted;  and  I  may  remaik,  as  at  least  curiccis,  thai 
Aough  1  have  known  idiotcy  in  its  unmixed  state  united  to 
great  honesty,  and  capable  of  disinterested  attadmienty  I 
never  yet  knew  one  ci  the  ball^witted  cast  who  was  net  selfiA 
and  a  rogue. 

We  were  unlu<^y  in  our  barraoks  this  season.  Ere  eona* 
pletii^  our  first  piece  of  work,  we  had  to  quit  the  hay4)ani, 
our  earliest  dwelling,  to  make  way  for  the  proprietor's  hay,  aad 
to  shelter  in  a  cow-faoose,  where,  as  the  place  had  no  dunuwyv 
we  were  nearly  saffbeated  by  smoke ;  and  we  now  firand  tha 
inn-keeper,  our  new  employer,  speculating,  like  the  magiatsates 
in  Joe  Miller,  on  the  practicability  <^  lodging  us  in  a  boilding, 
the  materials  of  which  were  to  be  used  in  ereotii^  the  ene 
which  we  were  engaged  to  build.  We  did  our  best  to  soiva 
the  problem,  by  hanging  up  at  ibie  end  of  the  doomed  hovel, 
•*«whldi  had  been  a  salt^tore  in  its  day,  aad  was  in  danqp 
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%reatiMrever9WealiBg  flilt*trater, — a  luiiigiiigpiifddoaofmai% 
tluit  soiseirhat  reg^nMed  ^e  omrtna  of  a  bftm^hcAfere;  an^ 
tnsking  our  beds  wtthm,  wb  b^aii  pulMiig  down  p&edeiaeal,  aa 
fhib  narteriab  were  required,  that  part  of  the  erectkw  wMk 
lay  outside.  We  liad  rerj  nearl j  unhouaed  onrselvea  eve  our 
Snroirk  was  finished ;  and  the  ohill  blasts  of  Oetober,  espeeially 
ndien  ttey  blew  in  at  the  open  end  of  our  dwelHi^,  rendered 
It  as  vRoonifortableasashallowoaTe  in  an  exposed  rark^froDt 
Hy  boyish  eKperienoes,  however,  annnig  the  rocAosof  Oromaitf, 
oonstilirted  no  bad  preparation  for  such  a  Hfe,  and  I  roof^ied 
it  out  at  least  as  well  as  any  of  ray  oomrades.  The  dagr  had 
so  ooBtracted,  that  ni^  always  fell  upon  our  uttfoMied  1»* 
bors,  and  I  had  no  eveniiig  walks;  bat  there  was  a  delight* 
Ittl  gneiss  island,  of  about  thirty  acres  in  extent,  and  nearly 
two  miles  away,  to  which  I  used  to  be  occasionally  despatched 
to  quarry  lintels  and  oonier  stones,  and  where  work  had  aU 
l^e  ^arms  of  play ;  and  the  quiet  Sabbaths  were  all  my  own. 
80  long  as  the  laird  and  his  family  were  at  tl^  mansion-house 
at  Elowerdale, — ^at  least  lour  months  of  every  year,-*-tibere 
was  an  English  servioe  in  the  parish  cburdi;  but  I  hadoom# 
to  the  place  this  season  before  the  laird,  and  now  remained  in 
it  after  he  had  gone  away,  and  there  was  no  Englkli  service 
fyr  me.  And  so  I  usually  spent  my  Sabbaths  all  alofte  ia  tha 
tioble  Flowerdale  woods,  now  bri^t,  und^  their  dark  hill' 
ttdes,  in  the  autumnal  tints,  and  remarkable  for  the  great 
height  and  bulk  of  their  ash  trees,  and  of  a  few  detached  ftn% 
that  spoke,  in  their  venerable  massiv^iess,  of  former  centuries. 
The  clear,  ealm  mornings,  when  the  gossamer  wait  saiKi^  in 
long  ffrnj  films  along  the  retired  glades  of  tl»e  wood,  and  the 
€fbns^]tag  sunlight  fell  on  the  <»imson  and  orange  muitooomf 
as  it  sprang  up  amid  the  dank  grass,  and  under  tlnx^ly-leaved 
boughs  of  scarlet  and  gold,  I  deenoed  peculiarly  deli^tiul« 
For  one  who  had  neither  home  nor  churdi,  the  autunmal 
woods  formed  by  mudi  a  pireferable  Sabbath  haunt  to  a  shal* 
jknr  cave,  dropping  brine,  unprovided  with  chair  or  table,  and 
whos^  oidy  furniture  consisted  of  two  rude  bedsteads  of  ub* 
dressed  eUh»y  ttet  bore  atop  two  Uankets  a-pieoe  and  a  heap 
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6f  sfermir.  SabWtli.^w«lkiiig  m  ^pmr^m^uOL  espedafty in ih* 
neighboiiiood  of  oot  lai^e  towiMy  is  alvays  a  firroloafl,  md 
often  a  "very  bad  tinng;  Vnt  kmdj  SalilMiib-waHBi  ia  friud 
dktEic^ — waiks  siidi  as  fliepoetGrahaine  deaeribesy-^ane  90^ 
aeoenarilj  bad;  and  the  ISabliateriaiifl  wko  urge  that  inaU 
oama,  umo,  wbm  not  in  elmrch  on  the  Sabbalii,  ougjit  tobe 
la  tiuir  dwellings,  must  know  Teiy  little  indeed  e£  tfae  ^hBte 
where  poor  men  lie.''  In  the  mason's  bairaek,  or  die  finm* 
aenrant's  bothj,  it  is  oftoi  impossiUe  to  enjoy  tJie  quiatof  the 
Sabbath :  the  ciitnnnstanoes  neeessary  to  its  ei^yment  nuiat 
be  songfat  in  the  op«i  air,  aaud  the  reeeases  of  some  thick 
wood,  or  along  the  banks  of  some  unfrequented  xivw,  or  on 
tiie  brown  wastes  oi  some  solitary  moor. 

We  had  oomfdeted  all  our  woik  ere  Hallowday,  and,  after 
a  jouniey  of  neariy  tltfee  days,  I  found  myself  onoe  more  at 
home,  with  the  Idsm^of  thelong  fasj^y  winter  before  ma    i 
still  loek  bade  <m  the  experienees  of  this  year  with  a  feding 
of  interest.    I  had  seen  in  my  boyhood,  in  the  interior  of 
Sutherland,  the  Highlanders  living  in  that  oondition  of  com- 
paralive  eomlbrt  which  they  ejijoyed  from  siiorUy  after  the 
auppresrion  of  the  rebellion  of  1745,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
hereditary  jurisdictions,  till  the  b^inning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, and  in  some  localities  for  tea  or  twelve  years  later*   And 
here  again  I  saw  them  in  a  condition — the  effect  maiidy  of  the 
introduction  of  the  extensive  sheep-iarm  system  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country — whidi  has  since  become  general  over 
almost  the  entire  Highland,  and  of  which  the  result  may  he 
seen  in  the  annual  fimimes.    The  population,  £Mrmerly  sfoead 
pretty  equally  over  the  country,  now  exists  as  a  miserable 
selvage,  stretched  along  its  shores,  dependent  in  most  cases  on 
precarious  fisheries,  that  jHrove  remunerative  for  a  year  or  two, 
and  disastrous  for  mayhap  hai^a-dozen.    And,  able  barely  to 
subsist  when  most  successful,  a  fhilure  of  the  potato  crop,  or 
in  the  expected  return  of  the  herring  shoals,  at  onoe  reduces 
them  to  starvation.    The  grand  difference  between  the  cireum- 
atanees  of  the  pec^le  of  the  Highlands  in  the  better  timeaad 
the  worse,  may  be  summed  up  in  the  one  important  viocaU«i 
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« — ci9>ML  1^  B%h2aiiderira8  never wodOj:  tbtialMM. 
«nts  ^  a  wild  moimteiBow  dutiiet,  fanned  of  the  pnniaiy 
vooksv  never  aie.  Bttt  he  posBeeeed  on  die  average  liis  aix,  or 
eighty  <v  tea  head  of  oattle,  and  his  emali  flock  of  aheep;  and 
-wbm,  as  sometinies  happened  in  the  higb>]  jii^  distnota,  the 
eoTiKvtyp  tunied  out  a  fiuhire,  the  sale  of  a  & w  eattle  or  ahcaip 
inco^  tlum  served  to  clear  seoi^s  with  the  kndloTd,  and  enabled 
him  to  purchase  his  winter  and  spring  supply  of  meal  In  the 
Lowlands.  He  was  thus  a  capitalist,  and  possessed  the  capi> 
taliBt^B  peculiar  advantage  of  not  ^living  ^m  hand  to  mottth," 
b«it<»  an  accumulated  fund,  wUch  always  stood  between  Urn 
and  absolute  want,  though  not  between  him  and  positive  hard> 
ship,  and  whidi  enabled  him  to  rest,  during  a  year  of  scarnty, 
en  his<Fwn  resoiarees,  instead  of  tbrowing  himself  on  the  charity 
of  Ins  Lowland  neighbors.  Nay,  in  what  were  em^MtioaUy 
termed  ^tiie  dear  years"  of  the  beginning  of  the  present  mi 
latter  half  of  the  past  century,  the  humble  pe<^)le  of  the  Low* 
lands,  eq>eeially  our  Lowland  mechanics  and  laborers,  tfut- 
fered  more  ihui  the  crofters  and  rnnall  fiirmers  of  the  Hm^ 
lands,  and  this  mainly  from  the  circumstance,  that  aa  tte 
&ilure  of  the  crops  whldi  induced  the  scarcity  was  a  eoia 
fiulure,  not  a  failure  of  grass  and  pasture,  the  humbler  High- 
landers had  fifa^ep  and  cattle,  which  continued  to  supply  them 
with  Ibod  and  raiment ;  while  the  humbler  Lowlanders^  de> 
pending  on  com  almost  exclusively,  and  accustomed  to  deal 
with  the  draper  lor  their  articles  of  dothing,  were  reduoed  by 
the  high  price  of  provisions  to  great  straits.  Ihere  took  place, 
however,  about  the  beginning  of  the  century,  a  migh^  change, 
ooincident  with,  and,  to  a  certain  esctent,  an  effect  of,  the  warn 
of  the  first  French  Revolution.  The  price  of  provisions  rose 
in  England  and  the  Lowlands,  and,  with  the  price  of  provis- 
ions, the  rent  of  land.  The  Highland  proprietor  naturally 
enough  set  himself  to  determine  how  his  rental  also  was  to  be 
inoreased ;  and,  9s  a  consequence  of  the  conclusion  at  which 
he  aorived,  the  sheep-&rm  and  clearance-system  b(^an.  Many 
thousand  Highlanders,  ejected  from  their  snug  holdings,  em- 
.ployed  their  IMitle  capital  in  emigrating  to  Canada  and  the 
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StatM;  and  there,  im  moat  eum^  tha  littile  cafital  tetsMMd, 
mid  a  radeplenlyooBtiinMB  tobeei9>7ed  by  their  d98«ei»daiit% 
Many  thouandi  moi«,  howe^or,  foU  doim  upon  the  «oe^  o{ 
1ii#ooimtry,  and,  on  moas-ooTered  mooisor  hare  pTomooUym^f 
iU-Buited  to  repa j  the  labors  of  the  iigricukvrwt,  oomnafflccd 
a  aort  of  amphibious  life  as  crofters  and  fishermen.     And,  lo- 
cated on  an  mig^iial  soil,  and  prosecuting  with  bat  indifferent 
skill  a  precarious  trade,  their  little  capital  dribbled  out  of  their 
hands,  and  Ihey  became  the  poorest  of  men.     Meanwhile,  in 
some  parts  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands,  a  busj  commerce 
sprang  up,  which  employed — ^much  to  the  profit  of  the  land- 
lords— many  thousands  of  the  inhabitants.    The  kelp  manu- 
fiu^ture  rendered  inhospitable  islets  and  tracts  of  bleak  rocky 
shore,  ridi  in  sea-weed,  of  as  much  value  to  the  proprietors 
as  the  best  land  in  Scotland ;  and  under  the  impetus  given  by 
full  employment,  and,  if  not  ample,  at  least  remunerative  pay, 
population  increased.    Suddenly,  however,  Free  Trade,  in  its 
first  approaches,  destroyed  the  trade  in  kelp ;  and  then  the  dis- 
covery of  a  cheap  mode  of  manu&cturing  soda  out  of  common 
salt  secured  its  ruin  beyond  the  power  of  legislation  to  retrieve. 
Both  the  people  and  landlords  experienced  in  the  kelp  dis- 
tricts the  evils  which  a  mined  commerce  alway  leaves  behind 
it.     Old  Highland  fiimilies  disappeared  horn  amid  the  aristoc- 
racy and  landowners  of  Scotland;  and  the  population  of  ex- 
tensive islands  and  sea-boards  of  the  country,  froni  being  no 
more  than  adequate,  suddenly  became  oppressively  redundant 
It  required,  however,  another  drop  to  make  the  full  cup  run 
over.    The  potatoes  had  become,  as  I  have  shown,  the  staple 
food  of  the  Highlander ;  and  when,  in  1846,  the  potato  blight 
came  on,  the  people,  most  of  them  previously  stripped  of  thdr 
little  capitals,  and  divested  of  their  employment,  were  deprived 
of  their  food,  and  ruined  at  a  blow.    The  same  stroke  which 
did  little  more  than  slightly  impinge  on  the  comforts  of  the 
people  of  the  Lowlands,  utterly  prostrated  the  Highlanders; 
and.  ever  since,  the  sufferings  of  famine  have  become  dironic 
along  the  bleak  shores  and  ru^ed  islands  of  at  least  the  north- 
western portion  of  our  country.     Nor  is  it  perhaps  the  worst 
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part  of  tile  evil  tbat  takes  tlie  form  of  dAmoxous  want:  w 
heavily  have  the  famines  bom  on  a  class  which  were  not  ah« 
solutelj  the  poor  when  they  came  on,  that  thej  are  absolutely 
the  poor  now ; — they  have  dissipated  the  last  remuns  of  capi- 
tal possessed  by  ih^  people  of  the  Highlands. 
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CHAPTER   XIV. 


<*E<nDaI  Scotla*8  darling  seat! 
All  hall  thy  palaces  and  towers  f 

Thsrb  had  occurredasad  aocident  among  the  Cromarty  rocks 
this  season,  when  I  was  laboring  in  Gairloeh,  whieh,  trom 
the  drcumstaooe  that  it  had  nearly  taken  place  in  my  own 
person  about  five  years  before,  a  good  deal  impressed  me  on 
my  return.  A  few  hundred  yards  from  the  very  bad  road 
which  I  had  assisted  old  Johnstone  of  the  Forty-Seo^d  in 
constructing,  there  is  a  tall  inaccessible  precipice  of  ferruginous 
gneiss,  that  from  time  immemorial  down  to  this  period  had 
furnished  a  secure  nestling-place  to  a  pair  of  .ravens, — ^the  only 
birds  of  their  species  that  frequented  the  rocks  of  the  Hill. 
Year  after  year,  regularly  as  the  breeding  season  came  round, 
the  ravens  used  to  make  their  appearance,  and  enter  oa  pos- 
session of  their  hereditary  home :  they  had  d<»ie  so  &Mr  a  hun*^ 
dred  years  to  a  certainty, — some  said,  for  a  much  longer  time ; 
and  as  there  existed  a  tradition  in  the  place  that  the  nest  had 
once  been  robbed  of  its  young  birds  by  a  bold  climber,  I  paid 
it  a  visit  one  morning,  in  order  to  determine  wheAer  I  could 
not  rob  it  too.  There  was  no  getting  up  to  it  firom  below: 
the  precipice,  more  inaccessible  for  about  a  hundred  feet  from 
its  base  than  a  castle-wall,  overhung  the  shore ;  but  it  seemed 
not  impracticable  from  above;  and,  coming  graduaUy  dowa 
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upon  H,  availing  myself,  as  I  crept  along,  gS  eyerj  Utde  protu- 
beranoe  and  hollow,  I  at  length  stood  within  six  or  eight  feet 
of  the  young  birds.  From  that  point,  however,  a  smooth  shel^ 
without  projection  or  cavity,  descended  at  an  angle  of  about 
forty,  to  the  nest,  and  terminated  abruptly,  without  ledge  or 
margin,  in  the  overhanging  predpice.  Have  I  not,  I  asked, 
crept  along  a  roc^  of  even  a  steeper  slope  than  that  of  the 
shelf?  Why  not,  in  like  manner,  creep  along  it  to  the  nest^ 
where  there  is  firm  footing  i  I  had  actually  stretched  out  my 
naked  foot  to  take  the  first  step,  when  I  observed,  as  dhe  sun 
suddenly  broke  out  from  beldnd  a  doud,  that  the  %bt  glisten* 
ed  on  the  smooth  sur&ce.  It  was  encrusted  over  by  a  thin 
layer  of  dilorite,  slippery  as  the  mixture  of  soap  and  grease 
t^t  the  ship-carp^iter  i^i^reads  over  his  sUps  on  the  morning 
of  a  launch.  I  at  once  saw  there  was  an  demoit  of  danger 
in  the  way  on  which  I  had  at  first  fiuled  to  calculate ;  and  so, 
relinquidiing  the  attempt  as  hopeless,  I  returned  by  t^e  path  I 
had  come,  and  thought  no  more  of  robbing  the  raven's  nest. 
ft  was,  however,  again  attempted  this  season,  but  with  tragic 
result,  by  a  young  lad  from'Sutherland  named  Madcay,  who 
had  previously  approved  his  skill  as  a  cragsman  in  his  native 
county,  and  several  times  secured  the  reward  given  by  an 
Agrieultural  Soeiecfey  fbr  the  destruction  of  young  birds  of 
prey.  As  the  iucident  was  related  to  me,  he  had  approached 
the  nesfe  by  the  path  which  I  had  selected :  he  had  paused 
where  1  had  paused,  and  even  for  a  longer  time;  and  then, 
venturkig  forward,  he  no  sooner  committed  himself  to  the 
treacherous  dilorite,  than,  losing  footing  as  if  on  a  steep  sheet 
of  f^,  he  shot  right  over  the  precipice.  Falling  sheer  for  the 
first  fifty  feet  or  so  widiout  touching  the  rock,  he  was  then 
turned  fijQl  rouild  by  a  protuberance  against  wbidbt  he  had 
glanoed,  and  descending  for  the  lower  half  of  tite  way  head 
foremost  and  dashing  with  tremendous  force  among  the  smooth 
seaM»toBes  b^w,  his  brains  were  scattered  over  an  area  of 
from  ten  to  twelve  square  yards  in  extent.  His  only  com- 
paBM»^*-«n  ignorant  Irish  1  ad*-4iad  to  gather  up  ike  iragm^ts 
oC-hi» head  in  a.na|^dn« 
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I  BOW  ftlt  thatyflave  for  Ite  g^eamof  tfaemmoDL  the  j^iil«B« 
ng  chlorite, — aeea  not  a  moment  too  soon, — ^I  would  {ttohaUjr 
Itave  be^i  substituted  as  tbe  victim  for  poor  Madsay,  a&d  tfaalt 
he,  warned  by  my  &te,  would*  in  all  likelihood,  have  eaoaped. 
And  though  I  knew  it  might  be  ai^ed,  Why  the  interpoattkia 
of  a  Providence  to  save  you,  when  he  was  heU  to  perish  1 1 
<&f  feel  that  I  did  not  owe  my  escape  merely  to  my  aoquaini^ 
anee  with  chlorite  and  its  properties.     For  the  full  devcd^^ 
ment  of  the  moral  instincts  of  our  nature,  <Hie  may  leadalife 
by  much  too  quiet  and  too  seenre :  a  sprinkling  in  one^s  lot 
of  sudden  perils  and  hair^breadth  escapes  is,  I  am  ccxivuioedi 
more  wholesome,  if  positive  superstition  be  avoided,  than  « 
total  absence  of  danger.    For  my  own  part,  thougjh  I  have,  I 
trusty  ev^  believed  in  the  doctrine  of  a  particidar  Providence^ 
it  has  been  always  some  narrow  escape  that  has  given  me  my 
best  evidences  of  the  vitality  and  strength  of  the  belief  withia« 
It  has  been  ever  the  touch  of  danger  that  has  rendered  it 
strongly  emotional.     A  few  years  after  this  tiioe,  when  8to<^ 
ing  forward  to  examine  an  opoiing  fissure  in  a  rock  front,  at 
which  I  was  engaged  in  quarrying,  a  stone,  detached  firom 
above  by  a  sudden  gust  of  wind,  brushed  so  closely  past  mj 
head  as  to  beat  down  the  projecting  front  of  my  bonnet,  and 
then  dented  into  a  de^  hollow  the  sward  at  my  &et.    There 
was  nothing  that  was  not  perfectly  natural  in  the  occurrence ; 
but  the  gush  of  acknowledgment  that  burst  spontaneously  frooa 
my  heart  would  have  set  at  nought  the  scepticism  which  woul4 
have  held  that  there  was  no  Providence  in  it.    On  another 
occasion,  I  paused  for  some  time  when  examining  a  cave  of 
the  old-coast  line,  directly  under  its  low-browed  roof  of  Old 
Red  conglomerate,  as  little  aware  of  the  presence  of  danger  aa 
if  I  had  been  standing  under  the  dome  of  St.  Paul's ;  but  wh^i. 
I  next  passed  the  way,  the  roof  had  &llen,  and  a  masa,  hnge 
enough  to  have  given  me  at  once  death  and  burial,  cumbered 
the  spot  which  I  had  occupied.     On  yet  another  occasitm,  I 
clambered  a  few  yards  down  a  precipice,  to  examine  somi^ 
crab44>ple  trees,  which,  springing  from  a  turret^like  projeo» 
tion  of  the  rock,  &r  from  gardens  or  nurseries,  had  every 
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imak  of  b^ing  fndtgenmis ;  and  then,  climliing  tip  among  the 
bfSBclies,  1  shook  th€m  in  a  manner  that  must  ha^e  exerted 
no  (Sfmall  leverage  power  on  the  outjet  beneath,  to  possess 
Httyself  of  some  of  the  fruit,  as  the  native  apples  of  Scotland. 
On  my  descent  I  marked,  without  much  thinking  of  the  mat- 
•ei*,  an  i^parently  recent  crack  running  between  the  outjet  and 
Ae  body  of  the  precipice.  I  found,  however,  cause  enough  to 
tlnnk  of  it  on  my  return,  scarce  a  month  after ;  hr  then  both 
oB^et  iHid  trees  lay  broken  and  fi-actured  on  the  beach  more 
^t^jA  ft  hundred  feet  below.  With  such  momentum  had  even 
the  diimmer  twigs  been  dashed  against  the  sea-pebbles,  tiiat 
ikeyeisvtck  out  from  under  more  than  a  hundred  tons  of  &!Ien 
rode,  divested  of  the  bark  on  tJieir  under  sides,  as  if  peeled  by 
the  hand.  And  what  I  felt  on  all  these  occasions  was,  I  be- 
lieve, not  more  in  accordance  with  the  nature  of  man  as  an  in- 
sChiet  of  the  moral  faculty,  than  in  i^eemeht  wi  A  that  provis- 
ion of  the  Divine  Government  under  which  a  sparrow  fklleth 
not  without  permission.  There  perhaps  never  was  a  time  in 
which  the  doctrine  of  a  particular  Providence  was  more  ques- 
tioned and  doubted  than  in  the  present ;  and  yet  the  scepticism 
winch  obtidns  r^arding  it  seems  to  be  very  much  a  scepticism 
of  effort,  oonjured  up  by  toiling  intellects,  in  a  quiet  i^,  and 
among  the  easy  classes ;  while  the  belief  which,  partially  and 
for  ^e  time,  it  overshadows,  lies  safely  entrenched  all  the 
while  amid  the  fastnesses  of  the  unalterable  nature  of  man. 
When  danger  comes  to  touch  it,  it  will  spring  up  in  its  old 
proportions ;  nay,  so  indigenous  is  it  to  the  human  heart,  that 
if  it  wDl  not -take  its  cultivated  form  as  a  belief  in  Providence, 
it  wffl  to  a  certainty  take  to  it  its  wtld  form  as  a  belief  in  Pate 
oi'DfesTdny.  Of  a  doctrine  so  fundamentally  important  that 
there  can  be  no  religion  without  it,  God  himself  seems  to  have 
taken  care  when  He  moulded  the  human  heart. 

The  raiven  no  longer  builds  among  the  rocks  of  the  Hill  of 
Crt)marty,  and  T  saw  many  years  ago  its  last  pair  of  eagles. 
This  last  noble  bird  was  a  not  unfrequent  visitor  of  the  Sutors 
eariy  in  the  present  century.    I  stiH  remember  scaaring  it  from 


968         iCT  aoKoox^  Ara>  BmKouuBtEa&] 

Us  pereh  on  tbd  southern  side  of  the  hill,  as  daj.  wm  dnwia^ 
to  a  dose,  when  the  tall  precipices  amid  whidi  it  had  lodged 
lay  deep  in  the  shade ;  ^d  how  picturesquely  it  used  to  catch 
the  red  gleam  of  evening  on  its  plumage  of  wann  hrown,  as, 
sailjiig  outwards  over  the  calm  sea,  nuuiy  hundred  feet  hdow, 
it  emerged  from  under  the  shadow  of  the  clifiSs  into  the 
sunshine.  Unde  James  once  shot  a  very  large  ea^e  h^ieath 
one  of  the  loftiest  precipices  of  the  south^n  Sutor ;  and,  swrnk- 
ming  out  through  the  surf  to  recover  its  hody,—4br  it  had.  drop- 
ped dead  into  the  sea,—- he  kept  its  skin  for  many  yean  aa  a 
tropl^«*  But  eagles  are  now  no  longer  to  he  seen  oriAot  mi 
the  Sutors  or  their  neighborhood.  The  badger,  too, — one  of 
perhaps  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  country,  fin*  its  seems  to 
have  been  contemporary  with  die  extinct  eleplmnts  and  hyv^iaa 
of  the  Pleistocene  periods,— »^ias  become  grealily  less  eomnftion 
on  their  steeps  sides  than  in  the  days  of  my  boyhood;  and  both 
the  ibx  and  otter  bx»  less  frequently  seen.  It  is  not  umnt^est- 
ing  to  mark  with  the  eye  of  the  geologist,  how  palpably  in 
the  course  of  a  single  lifetime^ — still  nearly  twenty  jeun 
short  of  the  term  fixed  by  the  Psalmist,— these  wild  animals 
have  been  posting  on  in  Scotland  to  thi^  extinotien  whidi 
overtook,  within  its  precincts,  during  the  human  pmod,  the 
bear,  the  beaver,  and  the  wol^  and  of  which  the  past  luirtory 
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the  use  to  which  the  carcase  of  his  dead  eagle  was  applied,  ^ere  lived  in  the  place 
an  eccentric,  half-witted  old  woman,  who,  for  the  small  sum  of  one  half-penny,  used 
to  fall  a  daodng  on  the  street  to  amuse  children,  and  who  rejoiced  fn  the  enpbonlout 
ttkOi^  somewhat  obscnro  appellatiaii  of  **Dribhia  Dione.^  8oiii»  yong  ftlkMr%  M 
aeeing  the  eagle  divested  of  Its  skin,  and  looking  remarkably  dean  and  w#lt«9iidl- 
tioned,  suggested  that  it  should  be  sent  to  ** Dribble;*'  and,  accordingly,  in  the  char* 
aeter  of  **a  great  goose,  the  gift  of  a  gentleman,^  it  was  landed  at  (he  door.  The 
gift  was  fhankfiiUy  aoceptad.  Dribblers  cottage  proved  odoriA»o«8  at  AalieMfme 
Ibr  the  several  foUowiog  days;  and  when  asked,  after  a  week  had  gone  I7,  how rtie 
had  relished  the  great  goose  which  the  gentleman  had  sent,  she  replied,  that  It  wjw 
**  Unco  sweet,  but  O !  tench,  teuch."  For  years  after,  the  reply  continued  to  be  pro- 
rerblal  In  the  place;  and  many  a  piece  of  over-hard  stock  fish,  and  over-ft«8h  steak, 
iMBAtPbe(aiwietcrtoadas,**Mk»DftbtteDroirt^eagi^<iBeenr»al, 


«f  ill*  globe,  *s  insoribdd  on  its  roeks,  fonnishes  so  strange  a 
leoord. 

Winter  passed  in  the  usual  pursuits ;  and  I  oommenoed  the 
working  season  of  a  nevr  year  by  assisting  my  old  master  to 
inelose  with  a  stone  wall  a  little  bit  of  ground,  whieh  he  had 
bought  on  speculation,  but  had  &iled  in  getting  feued  out  fi>r 
boiidkigsL  My  services,  however,  were  gratuitous, — given 
merely  to  eke  oat  the  rather  indifi^ent  bargain  that  the  old 
ann  had  been  able  to  drive  in  his  own  behd(  for  my  labors 
as  an  appvra^tice;  and  when  our  job  was  finished,  it  became 
aeeesBary  that  I  should  look  out  for  employment  of  a  more 
remonerative  character.  There  was  not  much  doing  in  the 
north ;  but  work  promised  to  be  abundant  in  the  great  towns 
of  the  aouth:  tJie  disastrous  buUding  mania  of  1824-25  had 
just  began ;  and,  after  some  little  hesitation,  I  resolved  on 
trying  whether  I  could  not  make  my  way  as  a  mechanic  among 
nib  stonecutters  of  Edinbui^, — ^perhaps  the  most  skilful  in 
their  profeseiim  in  the  world.  I  was,  besides,  dedrous  to  get 
sid  of  a  little  property  in  Leith,  which  had  oost  the  femily 
great  annoyance,  luid  not  a  little  money,  but  from  which,  so 
long  as  the  nominal  proprietor  was  a  minor,  we  could  not 
ahake  ourselves  loose.  It  was  a  house  on  the  Coal-hill,  or 
rather  the  eelf-contained  ground-ik>or  of  a  house,  whidi  had 
&Ilen  to  my  father  by  the  death  of  a  relative,  so  immediately 
before  his  own  death  that  he  had  not  entered  upon  possession. 
It  was  burdened  with  l^acies  to  the  amount  of  nearly  two 
hundred  pounds ;  but  then  the  yearly  rent  amounted  to  twenty- 
four  pounds  ^  and  my  mother,  acting  on  the  advice  of  friends, 
and  deeming  the  investonent  a  good  one,  had  no  sooner  re- 
covered the  insurance-money  of  my  Other's  vessel  from  the 
underwriter,  than  she  handed  the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  leg- 
atees, and  took  possession  of  tiie  property  in  my  behalf.  Alas! 
never  was  there  a  more  unfortunate  inheritance  or  worse  in- 
vestment. It  had  been  let  as  a  public-house  and  tap-room, 
and  had  been  the  scene  of  a  somewhat  rough,  and,  I  dare  say, 
not  very  leqpeetabie,  Imt  vat  profitable  trade|  but  no  soonnr 
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Ittd  it  beeome  auoei  dum,  in  oonsequeaoe  of  aome  aU^slicnB 
la  the  harbor,  the  greater  part  of  the  shipping  that  used  to 
lie  at  the  Coal-hill  removed  to  a  lower  reach :  the  tap-room 
bnaineag  auddenl j  fell  oS,  and  the  rent  saak,  during  the  oourse 
of  one  twelyemonth,  from  twenty ^four  to  twelve  pounds.  And 
(heBy  in  its  sere  and  wintry  state,  the  unhaf^y  house  oame  to 
be  inhabited  bj  a  series  of  miserable  tenants,  who,  though 
tbej  ssnguinely  engaged  to  pay  the  twelve  pounds,  never  paid 
(hem.  I  still  remember  the  briei^eart  letters  firom  our  agfait, 
the  late  Mr*  Yeitch,  town«lerk  of  Leith,  that  never  Med  to 
fill  my  mother  with  terror  and  dismay,  and  very  much  resem- 
bled, in  at  least  the  narrative  parts,  jottings  by  the  poet  Oahbe 
Jbr  some  projected  poem  on  the  profligate  poor.  Two  of  our 
tenants  made  moonlight  fiittings  just  on  the  eve  of  the  tenn; 
and  though  the  little  furniture  whioh  they  1^  behind  them 
was  duly  rouped  at  the  cross,  such  was  the  inevitable  eiqpease 
of  the  tranaaetion,  that  n<me  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  reached 
Cromarty.  The  house  was  next  inhabited  by  a  stout  ftmale, 
who  kq>t  a  certain  description  of  iady4odger3 ;  and  for  the 
first  half-year  she  paid  the  rent  most  conscientiously ;  but  the 
andiorities  interfering,  there  was  another  house  found  fiur  her 
and  h^  ladies  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Caiton^and  the  rent 
of  the  second  half  year  remained  unpaid.  And  as  the  house 
loat,  in  consequence  of  her  occupation,  the  modicum  of  cbsr- 
acttf  whioh  it  had  previously  retained,  it  lay  for  five  years 
wholly  untenanted,  save  by  a  miachievons  iq»rit, — the  ghost, 
it  was  said,  of  a  murdered  gentleman,  whose  throat  had  hew 
oat  in  an  inner  apartment  by  the  ladies,  and  his  bodyfiang  by 
night  into  the  deep  mud  of  the  harbor.  The  ghost  wa%  bow- 
ever,  at  length  detected  by  the  police,  couchmg,  in  the  Anrm  of 
one  of  the  ladies  themselves,  on  a  lair  of  straw  in  the  etXTBer 
of  one  of  the  rooms,  and  exoidaed  into  Bridew^l;  and  then 
the  house  came  to  be  inhabited  by  a  tenant  who  had  both 
the  will  and  the  ability  to  pay.  One  year's  rent,  however, 
had  to  be  expended  in  repairs ;  and  ere  the  next  year  passed, 
tlie  heritors  of  the  parish  were  rated  for  the  eiedion  of 
the  magnificent  pariah  chm^oh  iji  North  Leith,  with  its  ttU 
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and  graceful  spire,  tiien  in  course  of  bnSding;  and  as  we 
had  no  one  to  state  our  case,  our  house  was  rated,  not  aeoovd- 
ing  to  its  reduced,  but  according  to  its  or^nal  value.  And 
so  the  entire  rental  of  the  second  year,  with  seyeral  pounds 
additional  which  I  had  to  subtract  j&om  my  haid-eamed  sav- 
ings as  a  mason,  were  appropriated  in  b^ialf  of  the  ecolenaatieal 
Establishment  of  the  country,  by  the  builders  of  the  chunA 
and  spire.  I  had  attained  my  majority  whei  lodging  in  the 
fragment  of  a  salt  store-house  in  Gairloch ;  and,  competent  ki 
the  eye  of  the  law  to  dispose  of  the  house  on  the  Coal-hBl,  I 
now  hoped  to  find,  if  not  a  purchaser,  at  least  some  one  foc^ieii 
enough  to  take  it  off  my  hands  for  nothing.  I  hare  since  heai^ 
and  read  a  good  deal  about  the  atrocious  landlords  of  the 
poorer  and  less  reputable  sort  of  houses  in  our  large  towns, 
and  have  seen  it  asserted  that,  being  a  bad  and  selfish  kind 
of  people,  they  ought  to  be  rigorously  dealt  with.  And  so,  I 
dare  say,  they  ought ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  foi^et, 
that  I  myself  was  one  of  these  atrocious  landlords  from  my 
fifth  till  nearly  my  twenty-second  year,  and  that  I  could  not 
possibly  help  it,  and  was  very  sorry  for  it 

On  the  fourth  day  after  losing  sight  of  the  Hill  of  Cromarty, 
the  Leith  smack  in  which  I  sailed  was  slowly  thieadkig  her 
way,  in  a  morning  of  light  airs  and  huge  broken  fbg«-wreatli8, 
through  the  lower  tracts  of  the  FritJi  of  Forth.  The  islands 
and  distant  land  looked  dim  and  gray  through  the  haze,  like 
objects  in  an  unfinished  drawing ;  and  at  times  some  vast  low- 
browed cloud  from  the  sea  applied  the  sponge  as  it  rolled  past^ 
and  blotted  out  half  a  county  at  a  time ;  but  the  sun  ooear 
sionally  broke  forth  in  partial  glimpses  of  great  beauty,  and 
brought  out  in  bold  relief  little  bits  of  the  landscape, — now  a 
town,  and  now  an  islet,  and  anon  the  blue  summit  of  a  hill. 
A  sunlit  wreath  rose  f^om  around  the  abrupt  and  ru^ed  Bass 
as  we  passed ;  and  my  heart  leaped  within  me  as  I  saw,  for 
the  first  time,  that  stem  Patmos  of  the  devout  and  brave  of 
another  i^e  looming  dark  and  high  through  the  diluted  mist, 
and  enveloped  for  a  moment,  as  the  cloud  parted,  in  an  am- 
ber-tinted glory.    Iliere  had  been  a  Mttl»  Presby teriaa  < 
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<^  oU  i&  tlm  BeiglbbQihood  of  Cronuprtj,  wUch,  m  1^  uudst 
of  tk»  HigUaadft  and  Moderate  indiSetenfiy  that  duuractemed 
tti^  greater  part  of  the  north  of  Scotland  during  the  seTeop 
toenlih  oentnryy  had  fumiahed  the  Baas  with  not  a  few  of  its 
moBb  devoted  victima.    Haddlligen  of  Ahiese,  H^ogg  of  Kil- 
t0$m,  and  the  Bosaea  of  Tain  and  Kincardine,  had  been  in^ 
care^^^ated  in  ita  dung eona ;  and,  when  laboring  in  the  Cro* 
QMTty  quaniea  in  early  spring,  I  used  to  know  thfkt  it  was  time 
to  gather  up  my  tools  for  the  evening,  wh^i  I  saw  the  sun 
resti|ig  over  the  high-laying  fann.  whieh  formed  the  patrimony 
of  another  of  its  better-known  victims, — ^young  Fraser  of  Brea, 
And  so  I  looked  with  a  double  interest  on  Uie  bold  seagirt 
roek,  and  the  sun-gilt  doud  that  rose  over  its  scared  forehead, 
like  that  still  brighter  halo  which  glorifies  it  in  the  memories 
of  the  Scottish  people.    Many  a  long-cherished  association 
drew  my  thoughts  to  Edinburgh.     I  was  acquainted  with  Ram- 
say, and  Fergusson,  and  the  "Humphrey  Clinker"  of  Smollett, 
and  had  read  the  description  of  the  place  in  the  "  Marmion'' 
and  the  earlier  novels  of  Scott ;  and  I  was  not  yet  too  old  to  feel 
as  if  I  were  approaching  a  great  magical  city, — ^like  some  of 
those  in  the  "  Arabian  Nights," — ^tbat  was  even  more  intensely 
poetical  than  Nature  itself.     I  did  somewhat  chide  the  tan- 
talizing mist,  that,  like  a  capricious  showman,  now  raised  one 
corner  of  its  cortain,  and  anon  another,  and  showed  me  the 
place  at  once  very  indistinctly,  and  only  by  bits  at  a  time; 
and  yet  I  know  not  that  I  could  in  reality  have  seen  it  to 
gripater  advantage,  or  afler  a  mode  more  in  harmony  with  my 
previous  conceptions.     The  water  in  the  harbor  was  too  low, 
during  the  first  hour  or  two  afler  our  arrival,  to  float  our  ves- 
sel, and  we  remained  tacking  in  the  roadstead,  watdiing  for 
the  signal  from  the  pier-bead  which  was  to  intimate  to  us  when 
the  tide  had  risen  high  enough  for  our  admission ;-  and  so  I 
had  sufficient  time  given  me  to  con  over  the  futures  of  the 
scene,  as  presented  in  detail.    At  one  time  a  flat  reach  of  tlia 
New  Toim  came  full  into  view,  along  which,  in  the  geperal 
dimness,  the  multitudinous  chimneys  stood  up  like  stacks  of 
com  1^  a  field  newly  reaped;  at  another,  the  Castl^  loome4 
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eat  dark  in  Ae  cloud ;  then,  as  if  suspended  over  the  earth, 
the  rugged  summit  of  Arthur's  Seat  came  strongly  out,  while 
its  haise  still  remained  invisible  in  the  wreath ;  and  anon  I 
baught  a  glimpse  of  the  distant  Penilands,  enveloped  hj  a 
dear  blue  sky,  and  lighted  up  by  the  sun.  Leith,  with  Its 
iMcket  of  masts,  and  its  tall  round  Tower,  lay  deep  in  shade 
in  the  fi>reground, — a  cold,  dingy,  ragged  town,  but  so  strongly 
reeved  against  the  pale  smoky  gray  of  the  background,  that 
it  seemed  anpther  little  city  of  Zoar,  entire  in  front  of  the 
burning.  And  such  was  the  strangely  picturesque  countenance 
with  which  I  was  fitvored  by  the  Scottish  capital,  when  form- 
ing my  earliest  acquaintance  with  it,  twenty-nine  years  ago. 

It  was  evening  ere  I  readied  it.  The  fog  of  the  early  part 
of  the  day  had  rolled  of^  and  every  object  stood  out  in  dear 
l^t  and  shade  under  a  bright  sunshiny  sky.  The  workmen 
of  the  place, — ^their  labors  just  closed  for  the  day,-^-were 
passing  in  groupes  along  the  streets  to  their  respective  homes ; 
but  I  was  too  mudi  engaged  in  looking  at  the  buildings  and 
diops,  to  look  very  dlscriminatdy  at  them ;  and  it  was  not 
without  some  surprise  that  I  found  myself  suddenly  laid  hold 
of  by  one  of  their  number,  a  slim  lad,  in  pale  moleskin  a  good 
deal  bespattered  with  paint.  My  friend  William  Ross  stood 
belR}re  me ;  and  his  wdcome  on  the  occasion  was  a  very  hearty 
one.  I  had  previously  taken  a  hasty  survey  of  my  unlucky 
house  in  Leith,  accompanied  by  a  sharp,  keen-looking^  on^ 
handed  mad  of  middle  age,  who  kept  the  key,  and  acted, 
under  the  town-clerk,  as  general  manager;  and  who,  as  I 
afterwards  ascertained,  was  the  immortal  Peter  M^Craw.  But 
I  had  seen  nothing  suited  to  put  me  greatly  in  conceit  with 
my  pi^imony.  It  formed  the  lowermost  floor  of  an  old  blade 
building,  four  stories  in  height,  flanked  by  a  damp  narrow 
court  along  one  of  its  sides,  and  that  turned  to  the  street  its 
sharp-peaked,  many-windowed  gable.  The  lower  windows 
were  covered  up  by  dilapidated,  weather-bleached  shutters ; 
in  the  upper,  the  compar^ively  fresh  appearance  of  the  rags 
that  stufled  up  holes  where  panes  ought  to  have  been,  and  a 
few  very  pale-colored  petticoats  and  very  daik-colored  shirts 
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fluttering  in  the  wind,  gave  endent  signs  of  ^Mtaticm.  it 
oast  my  conductor's  one  hand  an  arduous  wrendi  to  laj  open 
the  lock  of  the  outer  door,  in  front  of  whidi  he  had  first  to 
dislodge  a  rery  dingy  female,  attired  in  an  earth-oolored  gown, 
that  seemed  as  if  starched  with  ashes ;  and  as  the  rusty  hinges 
creaked,  and  the  door  fell  against  the  wall,  we  became  senisible 
of  a  damp,  unwholesome  smell,  like  the  breathing  of  a  charnel- 
house,  which  issued  fVom  the  interior.  The  place  had  been 
shut  up  for  nearly  two  years ;  and  so  foul  had  the  stagnant 
atmosphere  become,  that  the  candle  which  we  brought  with 
us  to  explore  burned  dim  and  yellow  like  a  miner's  lamp. 
The  floors,  broken  up  in  fifty  diflerent  places,  were  littered 
with  rotten  straw ;  and  in  one  of  the  comers  there  lay  a  damp 
heap,  gathered  up  like  the  lair  of  some  wild  beast,  on  whiiji 
some  one  seemed  to  have  slept,  mayhap  months  before.  Hie 
partitions  were  crazed  and  tottering ;  the  walls  blackened  with 
smoke ;  broad  patches  of  plaster  had  fldlen  from  the  ceilings, 
or  still  dangled  from  them,  suspended  by  single  hairs ;  and  the 
bars  of  the  grates,  crusted  with  rust,  had  become  red  as  fox- 
tails. Mr.  M'Craw  nodded  his  head  over  the  gathered  heap  of 
straw.  "  Ah,"  he  said, — "  got  in  again,  I  see !  Ihe  shutters 
must  be  looked  to."  *'  I  dare  say."  I  remarked,  looking  dis- 
consolately around  me,  **  you  don't  find  it  very  easy  to  get 
tenants  for  houses  of  this  kind."  "  Very  easy !"  said  Mr. 
M'Craw,  with  somewhat  of  a  Highland  twanff,  and,  as  I 
thought,  with  also  a  good  deal  of  Highland  hauteur^ — ^as  was 
of  course  quite  natural  in  so  shrewd  and  extensive  a  house- 
agent,  when  dealing  with  the  owner  of  a  domicile  that  would 
not  let,  and  who  made  foolish  remarks, — ^  No,  nor  easy  at 
all,  or  it  would  not  be  locked  up  in  this  way ;  but  if  we  took 
off  the  shutters,  you  would  soon  get  tenants  enough."  "  O,  I 
suppose  so ;  and  I  dare  say  it  is  as  difficult  to  sell  as  to  let  such 
houses."  "  Ay,  and  more,"  said  Mr.  M'Craw :  "  it's  all  sellers, 
and  no  buyers,  when  we  get  this  low."  "But  do  you  not 
think,"^  perseveringly  asked,  "that  some  kind,  charitable 
person  might  be  found  in  the  neighborhood  disposed  to  take 
it  off  my  hands  as  a  free  gift  ?    It's  terrible  to  be  married  for 
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life  to  s  luggl^e  (^  a  house  Bke  thia,  and  mad«  liaUe,  Ske 
other  hnsbaada,  for  all  ks  debts.  Is  there  no  way  of  geU 
^Dg  a  dlvoroe  1"  "  Don't  know,"  he  emphaticallj  replied, 
with  somewhat  of  a  nasal  snort ;  and  so  we  parted ;  and  I 
€»w  or  heard  no  more  of  Peter  M'Craw  until  many  yeara 
after,  when  I  found  him  celebrated  in  the  well-known  song 
hj  poor  Gilfillan.*  And  in  the  society  of  my  firiend  I  soon 
&rgot  my  mis^aible  house,  and  all  the  liabilities  which  it 
entailed. 


*  Well  JpiowB  as  GitfUaa's  scMig  is  among  o«raelr«a,  it  is  mook  leas  so  td  tbf 
south  of  the  Border;  and  I  preaent  it  to  my  English  readera  as  a  worthy  repr»> 
sentatlve,  in  these  latter  days,  of  those  ludicrous  songs  of  our  country  in  the  oldea 
time  whidk  aie  so  admirably  suited  to  staoir,  notwithstanding  the  gibe  of  Ooi4- 

'^Tbai  a  Sopt  may  hare  Immor,  I  almost  Bfdd  wit." 

THE  TAX^ATn«^£S. 

O!  do  ye  lEen  Peter,  the  taxmaa  an'  rriter? 

Ye're  weel  aff  Wha  ken  naething  'bout  him  aTSl 
They  ca'  him  Inspector,  or  Poor'?  Rates  CJollector,— 

My  foith  I  he's  weel  kent  in  Leith,  Peter  M<Craw  I 
He  ca's,  and  he  comes  agaiD,--haw8,  and  he  hums  again,— 

He's  only  ae  hand,  bi|t  it's  a»  gude  as  twa ; 
He  pu's  H  out  an'  raxes,  an'  draws  In  the  taxes, 

An'  pouches  the  siller,— shame  t  Peter  M'Craw  I 

Heini  be  at  your  door  by  d^Ught  on  a  Mond«3(» 

On  T^eadsy  ye're  Ciyored  Bgf^  wV  a  ca'  ( 
E'en  a  slee  look,  he  gied  me  at  kirk  the  last  Sunday, 

Whilk  meant,— •♦Jtf^iiirf  thepreaehin'  «»'  PeUr  JTOstf.* 
Be  glowrs  at  my  anld  door  as  if  he  bad  made  it ; 

He  keeks  through  the  k^-hde  wbeo  I  am  awa' ; 
He'll  syne  read  the  auld  stane,  that  tells  a'  wha  read  i^ 

To  «  Blisse  Ood/or  o'  ^te*,"*- but  Peter  MH>aw !  - 

His  sma'  papers  neatly  'ranged  a'  completely, 

That  yonrsi  for  a  wonder,  's  the  first  on  the  raw! 
There's  nae  jinkin'  Peter;  nae  antelope's  fleeter; 

Nao  emtUn*  acquaintance  wl'  Peter  M*Cniw  I 


A  deTont  legend,  common  in  the  seventeenth  centoiy  abote  the  entrinee  of 
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I  ms  as  ^tirely  nnaoquahited  witb  great  torwns  At  tills  l^aie 
AS  the  shepherd  in  Virgil ;  and,  excited  hj  what  I  saw,  I  sadly 
tasked  my  friend's  peripatetic  abilities,  and,  I  fear,  his  patienod 
also,*in  taking  an  admiring  survej  of  all  the  more  characterisfie 
streets,  and  then  in  setting  out  for  the  top  of  Arthur's  Seat, — 
from  which,  this  evening,  I  watched  the  sun  set  behind  the 
distant  Lomonds, — ^that  I  might  acquaint  myself  wifii  tiie  fea* 
tures  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  the  effect  of  the  aatj  as 
a  whole.  And  amid  much  confused  and  imperfect  reeolleo- 
tion  of  picturesque  groupes  of  ancient  buildings,  and  magn^ 
cent  assemblages  of  elegant  modem  ones,  I  carried  away  witli 
me  two  vividly  distinct  ideas, — ^first,  results,  as  a  painter  might 
perhaps  say,  of  a  "fresh  eye,"  which  no  after  survey  has  served 
to  freshen  or  intensify.  I  felt  that  I  had  seen  not  one,  but  two 
cities, — a  city  of  the  past  and  a  city  of  the  present, — set  down 
side  by  side,  as  if  for  purposes  of  comparison,  with  a  pictur- 
esque valley  drawn  like  a  deep  score  between  them,  to  msak 
off  the  line  of  dviaon.  And  such  in  reality  seems  to  be  the 
grand  peculiarity  of  the  Scottish  capital, — its  distinguishii^ 

Twas  Just  IVlday  e'enln',  AuM  Reekie  I'd  been  in, 

Fd  gatteii  a  ahilllnS^I  maybe  gat  twa ; 
I  thought  to  be  happy  wi'  ftiends  ower  a  drappie, 

When  wha  snld  come  pap  iUj-^but  Peter  MH>aw  t 

There^  hoop  o'  a  ship  though  she's  sair  pressed  wi'  dangeni 

An'  roan'  her  firail  timmers  the  angry  winds  blaw ; 
Fye  aften  gat  kindness  nnlooked  for  fh>m  strangers, 

But  wha  need  houp  kindness  ftne  Peter  M<Craw? 
Fre  keiit  a  man  pardoned  when  Just  at  the  gallows,— 

Fve  kent  a  ehiel  honest  whase  trade  was  the  law  I 
Fre  kent  fortune's  smile  eren  fa'  on  gude  fallows ; 

But  I  ne'er  kent  exceptions  wi'  Peter  MH>aw ! 

Our  toun,  ylnee  sae  cheerie,  is  dowie  an'  eerie ; 

Our  shippies  hae  left  us,  our  trade  is  awa' ; 
There's  nae  fkir  maids  strayin',  nae  wee  bidmies  playln*; 

Ye're  nrackle  to  answer  fbr,  Peter  M^CtKW  I 
^ut  what  gude  o'  greevin'  as  lang's  we  are  leeTin', 
My  banes  FU  soon  lay  within  yon  kirk-yard  wa'; 
;  Ihere  nae  care  shall  press  me,  nae  taxes  distress  me, 

For  there  FU  be  frae  thee,-Poter  M<GrawI 
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lar«il»amdBgibe  cities  of  ihe  empire;  tboiigb,  of  eonrae,  during 
the  twenty-nke  years  that  have  elapsed  since  I  first  saw  it»  the 
more  aad^t  of  its  two  cities, — greatly  modernized  in  many 
parts, — has  become  less  miiformly  «id  consistently  antique  in. 
Us  aspect.  Regarded  simply  as  matters  of  taste,  I  have  found 
little  to  admire  in  the  improvements  that  have  so  materially 
changed  its  aspect.  Of  its  older  portions  I  used  never  to  tire : 
I  found  I  could  walk  among  them  as  purely  for  the  pleasure 
which  accrued,  as  among  the  wild  and  picturesque  of  Nature 
itself;  whereas  one  visit  to  the  elega&t  streets  and  ample 
squares  of  the  new  city  always  proved  sufficient  to  satisfy ;  and 
I  certainly  never  felt  the  desire  to  return  to  any  of  them,  to 
saunter  in  quest  of  pleasure  along  the  imiooth,  weU-kept  pave- 
m^its.  1  of  course  except  Prince's  Street.  There  the  two 
eides  stand  ranged  side  by  side,  as  if  fi>r  comparison ;  and  the 
eye  ^Is  on  the  features  of  a  natural  scenery  that  would  of  it- 
self be  sii^ularly  pleasing  even  were  both  the  cities  away« 
Next  day  I  waited  on  the  town-<3lerk,  Mr.  Veitch,  to  see 
whether  he  could  not  suggest  to  me  some  way  in  which  I 
might  shake  myself  loose  from  my  unfortunate  property  on  the 
Coal-hill.  He  received  me  civilly, — ^told  me  that  the  prop* 
erty  was  not  quite  so  desperate  an  investment  as  I  seemed 
to  think  it,  as  as  least  the  site,  in  which  I  had  an  interest  with 
the  other  proprietors,  was  worth  something,  and  as  the  little 
court-yard  was  exclusively  my  own ;  and  that  he  thought  he. 
could  get  the  whole  disposed  of  for  me,  if  I  was  prepared  to 
accept  of  a  small  price.  And  1  was  of  course,  as  I  told  him, 
prepared  to  accept  of  a  very  small  one.  Further,  on  learn- 
ing that  I  was  a  stone-cutter,  and  unemployed,  he  kindly  in- 
troduced me  to  one  of  his  friends,  a  master-builder,  by  whom 
I  was  engaged  to  work  at  a  manor-house  a  few  miles  to  the 
south  of  Edinburgh.  And  procuring  "  lodgings"  in  a  snoall 
cottage  of  but  a  single  apartment,  near  the  village  of  Niddry 
Mill,  I  commenced  my  labors  as  a  hewer  under  the  shade  of 
the  Niddry  woods.  ^ 

lliere  was  a  party  of  sixteen  masons  employed  at  Niddry, 
besides  apprentices,  and  laborers,    Tbey  were  accoipplishecl 


29S  *     XT  Bmoou  AM)  BcmmiumxBB; 

g|i»«4»Mi«,— ddlM,  espeddly  in  iSie  catting  of  mdnldings, 
fiir  above  the  tsvets^  ot^bt  masons  of  the  north  country ;  and 
it  was  with  some  little  solicitnde  tiiat  I  set  myself  to  labor 
beside  them  on  mnlHons,  and'tramsons,  and  labels, — ^for  our 
worit  was  in  the  old  English  style, — a  style  in  which  I  had  no 
pretioos  praetiee.  I  was  diligent,  however,  and  kept  old  John 
Fraser^s  principle  in  view  (though,  as  Nature  had  been  less 
liberal  in  imparting  the  necessary  Acuities,  I  could  not  cut  so 
diMotly  tB  he  used  to  do  on  the  required  planes  and  curves 
iaelosed  in  the  stone) ;  and  I  had  the  satis&ction  of  finding, 
when  pay-night  came  round,  ^t  the  foreman,  who  had  fre- 
quMifly^stood  beside  me  during  the  ^eek,  to  observe  my  modes 
of  working,  and  the  pn^ess  which  I  made,  estimated  my 
services  at  the  same  rate  as  he  did  l&oseof  the  others.  I  was 
by  and  by  ^trusted,  too,  like  the  best  of  them,  with  all  the 
more  difficult  kinds  of  work  required  in  the  erection,  and  was 
at  one  ^me  engaged  for  six  weeks  together  in  feshioning  long, 
dim,  deeply-moulded  mullions,  not  one  of  which  broke  in  my 
hands,  though  the  stone  on  which  I  wrought  was  brittle  and 
gritty,  and  but  indifferently  suited  for  the  nicer  purposes  of 
the  architect.  I  soon  found,  however,  that  most  of  my  brother- 
workmen  regarded  me  with  undisguised  hostility  and  dislike;, 
and  would  have  been  better  pleased  had  I,  as  they  seemed  to 
«Kpect,  fiom  the  northern  locality  in  whidi  I  had  been  reared, 
b>ft>ke  down  in  the  trial.  I  was,  they  said,  "  a  Highlander 
newly  eome  to  Scotland,*'  and,  if  not  chased  northwards  again, 
would  carry  home  with  me  half  the  money  of  the  country. 
Some  of  the  builders  used  to  criticise  very  un&irly  the  work- 
manship of  the  stones  which  I  hewed :  they  could  not  lay 
liiem,  they  said ;  and  tiie  hewers  sometimes  refUsed  to  assist 
me  in  carrying  in  or  turning  the  weightier  blocks  on  which  I 
wrought.  The  foreman,  however,  a  worthy,  pious  man,  a 
member  of  a  Secession  congregation,  stood  my  friend,  and 
encouraged  me  to  persevere.  "  Do  not,"  he  has  said, "  suffer 
yourself  to  be  driven  from  the  work,  and  they  will  socmi  tire 
out,  and  leave  you  to  pursue  your  own  course.  I  know  exactly 
liie  nature  of  your  offence :  you  do  not  drink  with  them  or 
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treat  them;  but  they  will  soon  cease  to  expect  tkat  70Q 

fihould;  and  when  once  they  find  that  you  are  not  to  be  coerced 
or  driven  off,  they  will  let  you  alone,"  As,  howerer,  from 
the  abundance  of  employment, — a  consequence  of  the  build- 
ing mania, — ^the  men  were  masters  and  more  at  the  time,  the 
foreman  could  not  take  my  part  openly  in  opposition  to  them ; 
but  I  was  grateful  for  his  kindness,  and  felt  too  thoroughly  in- 
dignant at  the  mean  fellows  who  could  take  such  odds  against 
an  inoffensive  stranger,  to  be  much  in  danger  of  yielding  to 
the  combination.  It  is  only  a  weak  man  whom  the  wind  d^ 
prives  of  his  cloak :  a  man  of  the  average  strength  is  more 
in  danger  of  losing  it  when  assaUed  by  the  genial  beams  of 
a  too  kindly  sun. 

I  threw  myself^  as  usual,  for  the  compensatory  pleasuresi 
on  my  evening  walks,  but  found  the  enclosed  state  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  the  fence  of  a  rigorously-administered  trespass-law, 
serious  drawbacks ;  and  ceased  to  wonder  that  a  thoroughly 
cultivated  country  is,  in  most  instances,  so  much  less  beloved 
by  its  people  than  a  wild  and  open  one.  Rights  of  proprie- 
torship may  exist  equally  in  both ;  but  there  is  an  important 
sense  in  which  the  open  country  belongs  to  the  proprietors 
and  to  the  people  too.  All  that  the  heart  and  the  intellect  can 
derive  from  it  may  be  alike  free  to  peasant  and  aristocrat ; 
whereas  the  cultivated  and  strictly  fenced  country  belongs 
usually,  in  every  sense,  to  only  the  proprietor ;  and  as  it  is  a 
much  simpler  and  more  obvious  matter  to  love  one's  country 
as  a  scene  of  hills,  and  streams,  and  green  fields,  amid  which 
Nature  has  often  been  enjoyed,  than  as  a  definite  locality,  in 
which  certain  laws  and  constitutional  privileges  exist,  it  is 
rather  to  be  regretted  than  wondered  at,  that  there  should  be 
often  less  true  patriotism  in  a  country  of  just  institutions  and 
equal  laws,  whose  soil  has  been  so  exclusively  appropriated  as 
to  leave  only  the  dusty  high-roads  to  its  people,  than  in  wild 
open  countries^  in  which  the  popular  mind  and  affections  are 
left  free  to  embrace  the  soil,  but  whose  institutions  are  partial 
and  defective.  Were  our  beloved  Monarch  to  regard  such  of 
the-  gentlemen  of  her  Court  as  taboo  their  Glen  Tilts,  and  shut 
14 
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fBSf  Um  pnwwi  of  the  (Sha^plaos,  asa  aort  of  disloyal  De«tni0. 
tiTes  of  a  poouliar  type,  who  make  it  their  Tocation  to  diyest 
her  people  of  their  patiiofdam,  and  who  virtually  teach  them 
that  a  ooimtry  no  l<»iger  theirs  is  not  worth  the  fighting  for,  it 
might  he  very  aaMy  concluded  that  die  was  but  manifestu3g, 
ia  one  otlier  direction,  the  strong  good  s^ise  whidi  has  ever 
distinguished  her.  Though  shut  out,  however,  from  the  neigh- 
boring fields  and  policies^  the  Niddry  woods  were  open  to  me ; 
and  I  have  eiyoyed  many  &&  agreeable  saunter  along  a  broad 
planted  belt,  with  a  grassy  path  in  the  midst,  that  form  their 
southern  boundary,  and  through  whose  long  vista  I  could  see 
the  sun  sink  over  the  picturesque  ruins  of  Craigmillar  Castle. 
A  few  pecularities  in  we  natural  history  of  the  district  showed 
me,  th^  the  two  degrees  of  latitude  which  lay  between  me 
and  the  fbrsaer  scenes  of  my  studies  were  not  without  their 
infiucDce  on  both  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms.  The 
group  of  land-shells  was  different,  in.  at  least  its  proporticm^ ; 
and  one  w^ll-marked  mollusc, — ^tfae  large  tortoise-shdl  helix 
Qtelix  a^^9a\  very  abundant  in  this  neighborhood, — ^I  had 
never  seen  in  llieiiorth  at  all.  I  formed,  too,  my  firstacquaint- 
ance  in  tiiis  woody,  bush-skirted  walk,  with  the  hedgehog  in  its 
wild  state, — an  animal  which  does  not  OQOur  to  the  north  of  the 
Moray  Frith.  I  saw,  besides,  though  the  summer  was  of  but 
the  average  warmth,  the  oak  ripening  its  acorns, — a  rare  oc- 
currence am(»ig  the  Cromarty  woods,  where,  in  at  least  nine 
out  of  every  ten  seasons,  the  fruit  merely  forms  and  then  drops 
ofL  But  my  researches  this  season  lay  rather  among  foa^ 
th^  among  recent  plants  and  animals.  I  was  now  for  the 
first  time  located  on  the  Carboniferous  System :  the  stK>ne  at 
which  I  wroii^ht  was  intercalated  among  the  working  coal- 
seams,  and  abounded  in  well-marked  impressions  of  the  mojre 
robust  vegetables  of  the  period, — stigmaria,  sigillaria,  cala- 
mites,  and  Jepidodendra ;  and  as  they  greatly  excited  my  ca- 
riosity, I  spent  many  an  evening  hour  in  the  quarry  in  which 
they  occurred,  in  tracing  their  forms  in  the  rock ;  or — extend- 
ing my  walks  to  the  neighboring  coal-pits — ^I  laid  open  with 
Ply  hamoier,  inquest  of  organisms,  the  blocks  of  shale  or  stra- 


QPEi,  ton  tttxxKT  OF  ^tT  .tsmcjAnont.        801 

Ufied  day  raised  ftom  beneadi  by  the  miner.  IImnm  eods^fed 
at  the  time  iK»iebf  diose  pc^ular  digests  of  gedogfieal  sdenoe 
which  are  now  so  common ;  and  so  I  had  to  grope  my  tray 
without  guide  or  assistant,  and  nviiolly  milhmished  idtli  a 
vocabulary.  At  l^igtb,  however,  by  dint  of  patient  labor,  I 
came  to  form  not  very  erroneous,  t^iotigli  of  coarse  inadequate, 
conceptions  of  ^e  ancient  Coat  Measure  Flora :  it  Was  impos- 
sible to  doubt  that  its  numerous  ferns  werd  realty  such ;  and 
though  I  at  first  fidled  to  trace  the  suppoiled  analc^es  of  its 
lepidodendra  and  calamites,  it  was  at  least  evident  that  they 
were  lihe  bole-like  stems  of  great  {dants,  l^t  had  stood  erect 
like  trees.  A  certain  amount  of  &ct,  too,  once  acquired, 
enabled  me  to  ailBimilate  to  the  mass  littie  snatches  of  in^- 
mation,  derived  ftom  diance  paragraphs  and  occasional  articles 
in  magarfnes  and  reviews,  that,  save  fbr  my  previous-  aequatnt- 
anoe  with  tiie  organisms  to  whidi  tiiey  referred,  would  have 
told  me  no^dng.  And  so  the  vegetation  of  t^e  Coal  Meae- 
ures  began  gradually  to  fbrm  within  my  mind^a  eye,  where 
all  had  been  blank  before,  as  I  had  seen  the  spirea  and  oolumito 
of  Edinburgh  fbrmibg  akid  t^e  fog,  on  tlie  morning  of  miy 
arri'^. 

I  found,  however,  one  of  the  earliest  di^eams  of  my  youth 
curiously  mingling  with  my  reistorations,  or  rttdier  forming 
their  groundwork.  I  had  read  OuUiver  at  the  proptn*  age ; 
and  my  imagination  had  become  ^ed  with  ^e  Hftle  men  and 
women,  and  retained  strong  bold  of  at  leadl  one  sc^e  laid  in 
the  country  of  the  very  tall  men,-^tbat  in  whflch  the  trav^er, 
after  wandering  amid  grass  that  rose  twetity  feet  over  ids  head, 
lost  hixnself  in  a  vast  thicket  of  barley  forty  feet  high.  I  be- 
came the  owner,  in  fancy,  of  a  colony  of  Liliputians,  that 
manned  my  eighteen-inch  canoe,  or^tilled  my  apron^readth 
of  a  garden ;  and,  coupling  with  the  men  of  Liliput  the  scene 
in  Brobdignag,  I  had  often  set  myself  to  imagkie,  when  play- 
ing truant  oh  the  green  slopes  of  the  Hill,  or  amongthe  swamps 
of  the  *' Willows,'*  how  some  of  the  vignette^like  scenes  by- 
whidi  I  was  surrounded,  would  haive  appeared  to  creatores  so 
mlaiite.    Ihaveitnagkkedthem^eadlng  tln&Fway  throag^ 


hUUicb)  some  enonnous  oUtb-moM  that  Bferetebedo«it.it9greea 
hairjraniialbr  wbole  roodar^-or  arrested  Aft  tli6  a4ge  of  8cun» 
daogaroua  monMNS  by  Jbedgae  of  gigaotio  honie4«iil»  thai  bore- 
atop,  bigb  over  the  bog,  their  mmj-madowed^  dub-like 
cfwiMi  and  at  every  point  ahot  fiMrth  tbei^  greoD  yeftieiUate 
leaver  huge  as  ooad^wbeds  divested  of  the  nm.  And  while 
I  thns  dreamed  for  my  loliputiaa  eampaoioiis,  I  b»cane  fo 
the  time  a  LilqputiaB  myself  examined  the  minute  in  Natmre 
aa  if  through  a  magnifying  glasa,  roamed  in  ^m.^  under  fema 
that  bad  shot  up  into  trees,  and  saw  the  darl^  dubjike  heeds 
of  the  equisetaeesd  stand  up  oyer  the  spi^  braeches,  aome  six 
yarda  or  so  above  head.  And  now,  strange  to  teU^  I  feond  I 
had  jiiat  to  ML  back  on  my  old  juvenil^  imagroiiigB^  aftd  io 
form  my  first  approximate  eoneeptions  of  the  forests  of  the 
Coal  Measures^  by  learning  to  look  at  our  fema,  dub-mosseay 
and  equiaetaoesQ,  with  the  eye  of  some  wandering  traveler  of 
lilipnt  lost  amid  Aeir  entanglements.  When  saimtmngat 
siinaet  along  the  edge  c^  a  wood-emboeomed  stream  thatmn 
thzoi^  the  groonds,  and  beside  whiob  the  horse-tail  rosetUdt 
.  and  rank  in  the  danker  hollows,  and  the  bracken  shot  qiA  ita 
frondaftom  the  drier  banks,  I  had  to  sink  in  ftncy^  as.ofold, 
into  a  manakin  of  e  few  inches,  and  to  see  intertropical  jm^ka 
in  the  tangled  i^asses  and  thidkjy^interlaced.eqttisetaeen^  and  • 
tall  treea  in  the  brake  and  Hie  lady^em.  But  many  a  want*, 
ing  feature  had  to  be  supplied,  and  many  an  existing  qob 
altei»d»  Amid  ^forests  of  arboraceous  ferns,  and  of  hoKsertuUi' 
tail  as.  the  masts  of  pinnaees^  there  stood  up  gigsiUie  dnb- . 
mosses,  jbhicker  than  the  body  of  e  mm^  and  fiom  sixty  u> 
eighty  feet  in  height,  that  mingled  their  foUage  with  strange  • 
monsters  of  the  vegetable  worldi  of  types  no  longer  reoo^skh 
able  among  the  eadsting  ferms^ — sculptured  ullodendra,  bear- 
ing rectilineajr  atripes  of  sessile  cones  along  their  sideS(*^HUid 
ornately  tatooed  sigilaria,  fluted  like  eohimns,  and  with  vertiort 
rowa  of  leaves  bristling  over  their  sterna  and  larger  brancbes^r 
Such  weresomeof  the  dreama  in  which  I  began  at  ibis  period 
fear  the  firat  tin^  to  indnlge;  n(»r  have  tb^y,  like  the.ollHr, 


dnmili  '4^ yott^  pM0dd  tt^wfiy*    1?k6  Aged^'piMt  Imftotinifi^ 
q«Miitly't0eo«aflfllii,thfit  as  ke  nses  in  jttan^ldA  ^^viOom 
AMil^l^M  ftalpablj  he^m  hfan."  Those,  on  the  oootrarj,  ^vdddi 
8<toio^  ednjntiee  iip,£tow  iftdkti&etiiesa,  as,  in  the  prooeM  of 
d€»ir  «e^i]x«mraty  f^m  after  form  is  evoked  fifom  out  tiM 
obeeiBfit^Of  ^die  past,  and  ocie  vestoratian  is  added  to  another. 
TUmte  ^/^re  an  tins  thne  several  collier  viHages  in  the  neigh- 
bbrheisdof  Bdlnlyi0^h,^iddehhavesinoe^isappeai^    Thej 
W%re  eStcMted  on  ^diat  w«re  called  the  '^edg&4308ls,'' — ^those 
s<»ep  seatiM  ef  ^  Mid-Lothian' Coal  Basin,  which,  lying  low 
ifi  the  system^  have  got  a  more  vertical  tilt  agamst^the  trap 
etoinences'of  tiie  sotrth  and  west  thanthe  npper  seams  in  the 
middles  of  (^e  field,  and  which,  as  they  could  not  be  followed 
in  their  ahrapC  descent  beyond  a  certain  depth,  are  now  re- 
garded,'lbr  at  least  the  practical  purposes  of  the  miner,  and- 
imlfiilie  valtMa  ef  coal  sfaaH  have  risen  considerably,  as  wron^ 
ott.    One  ofHiese  villages,  whose  fomidaiions  can  no  longer 
be  traced^  oocnm^  in  the  Immediate  vicinity  of  Niddry  Mflh- 
It^ifl^ia&a  wretehtsdasstoiblage  of  <fingy,  low-roofed;  tileoov^ 
ed  hovels,  ea^  of 'i^eh  perfectly  resembled  all  the  othtoi, 
ami  was  inhabited  by  a  rode  and  Ignorant  race  of  men,  thafr 
still  bore  aboot^  them  the  soil  and  stain  of  leeent  slavery.  - 
CMousasthe  ihet  may  seem,  all  the  dder  men  of  liwt  viMage, 
though  diituated  Httle  more  than  four  miles  from  EcRnbm^h, 
had  been  bom  slaves.    Nay,  eighteen  years  later  (in  1842), 
when  ParUament  issued  a  eomn^bnon  to  inqmre  into  die  na- 
ture and  f«sults  of  fhmale  labor  in  the  coal-pits  of  Sooiiand,  * 
th«i«  was  a  collier  still  Irving  that^  had  never  been  twenty 
ndles  il^m  the  Soottie^  capital,  who  cOnld  state  to  tiie  Com- 
oftlMriOiiers  that'  both  his  firther  and  grandfitther  had  been 
8laveii,'^-'iAiat  he'himsi^  had  been  born  a  slave, — and  that  he 
had' wrought  ^r  years  in  a  pit  in  the  neighboriiood  of  Mns- 
selhutgh  ere  the  colfiers  got  their  freedom.    Father  and  grand- 
fd^r  had'  been  paririiioners  of  the  late  Dr.  Cariyle  of  Inver- 
edc.     Hiey  were  contemporary  with  Chatham  and  Cowper,  • 
aid  Burke  and  Fox;  and  at  a  time  when  Granville  l^uurpe 
coiMhavo  stopped  forward  andt  efectnally  protected,  in  vir-  * 
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tm  of  Ml  tHm  statQf^,  the  nniftvi^  megc^'wbxMimi^ifkim  nifr 
uge^rom  tbe  tjrmmjof  Im  loastwr  iii  a  Biitiali  pert^  ii»  jmr 
oeuM  hsre  pratoetod  lA«9»  fiom  tl»  iiimieflk  laiidi,  ^ w  |hn>- * 
prletor,  had  Hiey  dated  to  exafciao  tke  f^^  ecMQaaMaa  W^ , 
Briton  besides,  <^  remcmfig  to  sone  otfier  looaHtj,  Mr  «f 
raaldi^  elioiee  <^8c»ne  otimr  ^nplt^^ioMit.  Slitage  isamf^ 
sareljy  ^toA  so  entire  &  &agm«it  of  the  bwrbarons  paat  skMdd 
h«ve  been  tiros  dovetailed  into  tlie  age  not  yet  idiolly  patrNid 
av»y!  I  regard  it  as  oaeciike  mcffesingBkBP^inaiiniilaneca 
of  my  li<S»,  that  I  should  have  ocmyeiBed  with  Sootohmen  who 
had  been  bom  slaTes.  The  eoUier  vromttsa  of  this  Tifllagfifr- 
poor  ev^x^oiled  ereatures,  who  earned  iqp  all  the  ooaiJ&oia 
iiiid«r  grouftd  on  their  ba(^  b  J  a  k«]^  tiHBpIke  stair  ii^^ 
in  one  of  the  shafts^-^bore  more  of  Ihe  marks  of  seiiSom  still 
abovt  liiem  Hian  even  the  m^cu  How  these  poor  womea  did 
lldbor,  and  how  tiiCMroaghly,  even  «l  tiis  time,  were  they  da»* 
raoterized  by  the  slave-nature !  It  has  been  estimated  by  a 
man  who  knew  well  them, — Mr.  Robert  Bald, — ^that  one  of 
iMr  ^dinary  day^s  work  was  equal  to  the  eaeryi^  of  ahu- 
dredweight  from  the  level  of  tin  sea  to  the  top  of  Ben  Ixk 
mond.  They  were  marked  by  a  peculiar  type  of  month,  from 
whkdi  I  learned  to  distiagwiah  them  from  all  the  other  females 
of  ^  oonntry.  It  was  wide,  open,  tfaiok-lif^ed^  larejoetfaig 
equally  above  and  below,  and  exactly  resembled  that  whieiv 
we  find  in  the  prints  given  of  savages  in  their  lowest  and  most 
degraded  state,  in  such  narratives  of  oar  modem  voyagers  asy 
ibr  instance,  the  "  Narrative  of  Captain  Fiteroy's  Seecmd  V^y-* 
age  of  the  Beagle.^'  During,  however,  the  lapse  of  die  last 
twenty  years  this  type  of  mouth  seenu  to  have  disappeared  in 
See^and.  It  was  aeoompaoied  by  traits  of  almost  infimtile 
weakness.  I  have  seen  these  collier  women  crying  ly^e  ch^ 
dren,  when  toOing  under  their  load  along  the  nj^er  rounds 
of  the  wooden  stair  that  traversed  the  shaft ;  and  then,  re- 
turai]^,  scarce  a  minute  after,  with  the  ^npty  ereer,  smgiBg 
with  glee.  The  collier  houses  were  chi^y  remarkable  for 
being  aU  alike,  outside  and  in :  all  were  equally  dingy,  dirfy, 
naked,  and  uneomfortabku    Ifiratleained  toaw^ieotiinihia 


B^piidiiy,"  is  samdwinli  fin^y  m  its  philoaoi^y.    Slav^tj  aiid 
fiqtttfit^.^wottid  Im  BMuwr  tho  a«ik.     WkeeeTer  tiuire  is 
labwty,  AgiOi^giari  iittrcMCBa b^^eea mm imd nuai  begin; 
towMifttblkeinadTes  m  tiieir  internal  €uroniB8tKiiee%.  and 
tb»  aqwdify  atndghtvraj Deaaea.     It  is  through  slaveiy  that, 
e^foaiitf,  amongafe  least  the  maaees^  is  to  be  Mlj  attained** 
:  iibwd  but  little  lotBllig^iee  in  the  neighborhood^  among 
e««ft  Ihe-i^llageBB  and  oewntry  peepky  that  stood  on  a  lii§^ier 
plalibTm  thaa  Hia  oeUiera^    The  &ot  may  be  yariooidy  ae» 
oounted  for ;  but  so  it is^  that thoo^  theie  is  almostalwaya 
ssore  than  thaaiwr^geaBiouBt  of  knowlec^  aad  aoquurement 
atnoiqiist  the  meduutiea  oif  laige  tovms,  the  Jittle  hamlets  and 
viliagaa  by  whioh  tiiey  are  sonoanded  axe  usually  inhabited 
by  a  Glass  ocMasidnably  below  the  arevage.    ki  M«  Qttst»* 
let's  imteseslang  ^^Trentise  on  Man,"  ve  find  a  seriea  of  mapa 


« lite aol for ttuiiu&ittinff^HirSoMiiaieoillan  wn  fmmAtmU»  fmt  13i8^«ii^- 
nifw  jm0  prior  lo  tti»  data  of  my  ae^uaintonce  with  the  cliuse  at  Niddiy.  Bui 
though  it  WAA  only  such  colljers  of  the  village  as  were  in  their  fiflieth  year  when  1 
knew  them  (with,  of  course,  all  the  older  ones),  who  had  been  bom  slaves,  even  its 
men  of  thirty  had  acttially,  though  not  nominaTly,  Dome  Into  thtf  world  fa  a  flt«to  9t 
boAdage,  Hi  eonsMineaM  of  certain  peaBltiflB  aitadwd  to  the  eniaMigetlwg  m^  ct 
wbiob^  the  poor  ignorant  workers  under  ground  were  both  too  Improvident  and  too 
little  ingenious  to  keep  clear.  They  were  set  free,  however,  by  a  second  act  passed 
in  1799.  The  language  of  both  these  act?,  regarded  as  British  ones  of  the  latter  half 
of  «he  last  century,  and  as  bearing  reference  to  Brttish  SQbJsets  ftTtag  wUMii  11m 
U]H)toiof«tk8ialMHl,strik«swiSiatwtUi«efitot.  "^  Wbeiestf,*'  sajs  tlie  pneanbleor 
the.Uder  act^that  of  ]77»— ^by  the  statute  law  of  Scotland,  as  expUuned  by  the 
Judges  of  the  courts  of  law  there,  many  colliers,  and  coal-bearers,  and  salters,  are  In 
a  state  of  slavery  or  bonda^e^hovind  to  the  collieries  or  salt-works  where  they  wortc 
fMrHfty  tinm»f*rM0  with  tk9  cUiieri»  umd  MiPmH'kt ;  and  whereas  the  frnxmskptk^ 
iim^**  %tc^9tt.  A  passage  in  the  preamble  of  the  act  of  1799  is  scarce  less  striking: 
it  dedares  that,  notwithstanding  the  former  act,  **  many  colliers  and  coal-bearers 
still  continue  in  a  state  of  bondage'^  in  Scotland.  The  history  of  our  Scotch  colliers 
would  be  found  a  curious  and  instructive  one.  llieir  slavery  seenia  not  to  have 
been  jdctlved  Dram  tiie  iMient  times  of  genend  seiabip,  bnt  to  have  origiMtod  in 
eottpaflitivaly  modem  acts  of  the  Scottish  Parliament,  aad  in  dedsions  of  the  Court 
of  Sesuona,— acts  or  a  Parliament  in  which  the  poor  ignorant  subterranean  men  of 
the  country  were,  of  course,  wholly  unrepresented,  and  in  decisions  of  a  Court  In 
wlJfcAi  «e  ageM^r  aieif*  «v<r  made  appearance  ifr  their  behaK 
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itkUbt,  hamA'cm  eckeniTe  i^MaAmk  iMse^  «ddiHi* 
bf  dwker  smd  ligjiter  whadmgi  tiie  numd  and  intettMSlnai 
chttTMter  of  te  people  in  tfaevaiioaadirtnets  of  4h0  eonw 
tales  whioh  tkey*.  npreamk  In  ooe  map,  for  initBiMiB,  Jftpte- 
sariathns  of  die  state  of  eduoalioa  m  Enmoa^  ^sduile  eertaui 
"m^Uaogbt  provinoeft  ave  Bq>r«aantoi  by  a  bright  tait,  as  tf 
eBJoymg  t^  li^t,  thaire  are  others,  in  wUdi  gcwt  ignowawe 
obtebiSytkateKhifattadeepriiade  of  bladmeaa,  ssf  if  ai«lsiid 
rested  over  them ;  aad  the  general  aapeGtirf'tfaB'whol»iBi|Jla;t 
ofalandsei^^se^&oinahill^top  inia  day  of  :d^)pled  light 
aad  shadow*  llieraaia  oertain.aQiiiater  siiadaigs,  howaver;  1^. 
ivUah  eartam  euxio«8  fiiots  might  be  strtikiDgly  iBpneaenledtD 
the  eye  m  this  maaaer,  £)r  wfaiA  statistioaA  taMasrfipaMhao. 
adequate  basis,  bat  whieh  men  who  have  seen  a  geod  deal  of 
the  pe<^le  of  a  ooiintry  m^^  he  able  to  giv«  in  a  metmer  aik 
least  appcoaiiaatsly  oomect  ha  a  ahadsdmiy  rfysrseirtati^e 
of  the  intelligence  of  Seotknd,  I  would  be  disposed^-sinkkig' 
the  lapsed  classes,  or  represaitiog  them  merely  by  a&w  sudi 
dsirk  opota  as  motde  the  sun— to  repressnt  thelai^towBaaa 
centres  of  focal  In^ghtaess ;  but  each  of  these  focal  eentres  i 
would  endrcle  with  a  halo  of  darkness  considerably  deeper  in 
shade  than  the  me<Uum  spaces  beyond.  I  fooad  that  in  the 
tenebdotts  halo  of  the  Seottiah  oapitai  there  ensted,  indepsn^ 
d^Uy  of  the  ignorance  of  the  poor  colliers,  Un-ee  distinct  el^ 
ii^cnts.  A  considerable  proportion  of  the  villagers  were  &rm- 
servants  in  the  decline  of  lifo,  whoy  unableany  longer  to  pro> 
cure,  as  in  their  days  of  unbroken  strength,  regular  eagagia 
ments  from  the  formers  of  the  district,  supported  themselves  as 
occasional  laborers.  And  they,  of  course,  were  characterized 
by  the  ignorance  of  their  dass.  Another  portion  of  the  people 
were  carters,— -employed  mainly,  in  these  times,  ere  the  rail- 
ways began,  in  supplying  the  Edinbui^h  coal-market,  and  in 
driving  building  materials  into  the  dty  from  the  various  quar- 
ries. Andcartersasadass,likeallwholivemudiinthesodety 
of  horses,  are  invariably  ignorant  and  unintellectual.  A  third, 
but  greatly  smaller  portion  than  either  of  the  other  two,  con- 
sisted of  mechanics ;  but  it  was  only  mechanics  of  an  in&rior 
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osder,  that  remained  outside  ihe  city  to  w<»k  for  osrterB  and 
laborers :  the  better  dulled,  and,  as  to  a  certain  extent  the 
teraos  are  oonvertibley  the  more  intelligent  mecfaanios,  found 
emfdoyment  and  a  home  in  Edinbui]gfa.  The  oottage  in  which 
I  lodged  vras  inhabited  bj  an  old  fiurm-servant, — a  tall,  lai^ge- 
bodied,  small-headed  man,  who,  in  his  journey  through  life, 
Bemied  to  faaye  pidced  np  scarce  an  idea;  and  his  wife,  a 
woman  turned  of  siztj,  though  a  fine  enough  badt^  in  the  main, 
and  a  careful  manager,  was  not  more  intellectual.  They  had 
baft  a  single  apartment  in  tiieir  humble  dwdling,  fenced  off  by 
a  little  \At  of  partition  from  the  enter  door;  and  I  could  fain 
hare  wished  that  they  had  two ;  but  there  was  no  choice  of 
lodgings  in  the  village,  and  I  had  just  to  content  myself,  as  the 
working  mm  always  must  in  such  circumstances,  with  die 
shelter  I  could  getb  My  bed  was  situated  in  the  one  end  of 
die  Mmn,  and  my  landlady's  and  her  husband's  in  the  other, 
witk  the  passage  by  wfaidi  we  entered  between ;  but  deeen* 
old'Peqgy'Simaidk  had  been  aocustoraed  to  such  arnu^menta' 
all  her  Hfe  kng,  and  seemed  nerer  once  to  think  of  Che  maftter  $ 
and--«s  she  had  reaehed  that  period  of  life  at  which  women 
of  the  humbler  dasa  assume  the  characteristics  of  the  other  sex, 
siMnewhab,  I  aH|]pose,  on  die  pnao^^  oi^which  wety  aneieni 
female  birda  pst  on  male  phmage*-!  in  a  short  time  ceased  to 
think  of  it  akMx  It.is  not  the  less  true,  hdwever,  diat  die  p«w 
poaeaof  decsncy  demand  that  much  should  be  done,  eqwcially  - 
i&  the  southern  and  xnidhmd  districts  of  Scodand,  lor  the 
dwaUmgs  of  die  poor* 
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CHAPTEE  X?. 


**See  Inebriety,  ber  waod  ahe  waTea, 
And  1o!  ber  pale,  and  lol  ber  ptirple  staTea.** 


I  WAS  jobMd  in  tiieoDiBraeof  albwive^aP^ggjrRiMMA 
oM4oomod  ooittage,  hj  wMlkat  lodftstr-higiam  of  tbo  h«m^ 
bier  daw  nnudl  j  ^xmaooMrtiBg  together  in  pwa    Id^  ■•w' 
oompaafonluid  HT^ed  ibr  Msne  time,  ere  1117  armal  at  Niddij) 
ift  a  ncjghboiiiig  domicile,  wtioh,  as  he  war  what  was  toned 
a^^et  Uyiog  Baan,"  and  as  the  ininatea  inera  toHboleiit  and 
ubtteady,  he  had,  after  benng  a  good  deal,  been  oompelled 
to  qu^    like  our  teeman,  he-was  a  eknct  SeecNto,  inftA 
oonmiiBion  with  his  ChavdL    llioii^  merdy  a  eomiaeii  la- 
berar,  witli  not  moro  than  half  the  wages  ef  our  8kyiedwori> 
men,  I  had  observed,  ere  our  aoquiuitanioe  bi^an,  Ihat  as 
mason  in  the  squad  was  more  oomfortablj  attiaed  on  wari^ 
da ja  than  he,  or  wore  a  better  suit  on  Sunday ;  and  so  I  bad 
set  him  down,  from  the  circumstance,  as  a  decent  man.    I 
now  found  liiat,  like  my  uncle  8andy,  he  was  a  great  reidsr 
of  good  books, — an  admirer  eyen  of  iJie  same  old  auites^*^ 
deeply  read,  like  him,  in  Durham  and  Rutherford,— and  «- 
tertaining,  too,  a  high  respect  for  Baxter,  Soston,  M  John 
Brown,  and  the  Erskines.     in  one  respect,  however,  he  dif- 
fered from  both  my  undes:  he  had  begun  to  qnestion  tiie 
excellence  of  religions  Establishments;  nay,  to  hold  thattbt 
eowntry  m%ht  be  none  the  worse  were  its  eoetoeiaatiial  ^^ 
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dowments  tiiken  away, — a  view  wliieh  our  foreman  also  en- 
tertained ;  whereas  bot^  Uncles  Sandy  and  James  were  as  little 
srerse  as  the  old  divines  themselves  to  a  State-pud  ministry, 
and  desiderated  only  tibat  it  should  be  a  good  one.  There 
were  two  other  Seceders  engaged  as  ma8<»is  at  the  work, — 
more  of  the  polemical  and  less  of  the  devout  type  than  the 
ibreman  or  my  new  comrade  the  laborer ;  and  they  also  used 
occasionally  to  speak,  not  merely  of  the  doubts  ns^ilness, 
bnt  as  they  were  strcmger  in  their  langui^e  than  thdr  more 
selMaftying  and  more  consistent  eo^rei^cmists— of  the  pom- 
tive  wOTthlessness,  of  Establishments.  The  Voluntary  ccm- 
troversy  did  not  break  out  until  about  nine  years  after  this 
time,  when  the  Reform  Bill  g^ve  vent  to  many  a  pent4ip 
qpinicn  and  humor  among  that  dass  to  which  it  extended  the 
franchise ;  but  the  materials  <^  the  war  were  evidently  already 
•eeamitlftitug  among  the  intelligent  Dissenters  of  Scotkiftd ; 
^Uld  from  what  I  now  saw,  its  alter  appearanee  in  a  8<»xie- 
nrlttt  fimnidable  aspect  &iled  to  take  me  by  suipiise.  I  must 
m  justice  add,  tiutt  all  the  reiigionr  of  our  party  was  to  be 
fottd  among  ita-Seoeders.  Our  other  workmen  were  really 
(wild  Mkrwn,  most  d  whom  never  entered.a  duireib  A  da- 
loidbd  reactaon  had  idready  oommenoed  within  the  Establklip 
mont,  on  the  eold,  el^ant^  unpopular  Iffoderatism  of  the  pre- 
vious period, — that  Moderatism  which  had  been  so  adequatriy 
«(iprs8€nted  in  the  Scottii^  ea^pital  by  the  theology  of  Blair 
«ad^the  eedeaiastaflal  poliey  of  Bobwtson ;  but  It  was  chiefly 
simoag  the  middle  and  upper  olasses  that  the  re4tction  had 
begun;  and  scarce  any  porlion  of  the  humbler  people,  lostito 
the  Cburoh  during  <iie  oourse  of  the  two  preceding  genera* 
iataa,  had  yet  been  recovered.  And  so  tJie  working  men  of 
£dinhargh  and  ita  neighboriiood,  at  tins  tame,  were  in  large 
part- either  no^ieligions,  or  induded  within  the  Independent 
•r.  SeoBBsion  pala 

Jdm  Wikonr-to  audi  was  ike  name  oi  my  new-comrade-^ 
ims  M  tndy  good  man,— ^devout,  conscientious,  friendly ,-*Hi€»t 
kSighlj  inteliectoal,  but  m  person  of  plain  good  sense,  and  by 
^'dfiVfldd  «f  general  intbnsatiQn.    There  .waa( 
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laborer  at  die  woik,  an  unhappy  litde  BoaD,  with  ^¥^10101 1 
have  often  seen  John  engaged  in  muing  mortar,  or  caixyin^ 
niaterials  to  the  builders,  but  never  unthout  being  atmekhr^  the 
contrast  which  they  pres^ted  in  character  and  ^penaoae. 
John  was  a  plain,  somewhat  ruatto-looking  p^rscAi^;  and 
an  injury  which  he  had  reoeiyed  £rom  gunpowder  In  a  quany, 
that  had  destroyed  the  s^ht  of  one  of  hia  eyea,  and  eensider- 
ably  dimmed  diot  of  the  other,  had,  of  oourse,  not  serred  to 
improve  his  looks ;  but  he  always  wore  a  ebeerfol,  eonteirted 
air;  and,  with  all  his  homelineas,  was  a  peraon  plnanant  to 
the  sight.  His  companion  was  a  leaUy  handsooe  man,--* 
gray-haired,  silvery-whiskered,  with  an  aristocviitie  eaat  4d 
counten^ce,  that  would  have  done  no  discredit  t»  a.  royal 
drawing-room,  and  an  ereet  though  somewhat  petit  fi^oon, 
oast  in  a  mould  that,  if  set  off  more  to  advantage,  woM.  have 
been  recognized  as  elegpint.  But  J<rfm  Lmdsay-— Ar  «o  he 
was  called — ^boie  alwaya  the  stamp  of  misery  on  hia  atrikkig 
features.  There  lay  between  the  pooir  little  maa  and  the 
Crawford  peerage  only  a  narrow  chiism,  repres^itad  by  arwiias 
ing  marriage  certiiioate;  but  he  was  never  aMe  to  In^idge  tbe 
gulf  across;  and  he  had  to  toil  on  in  unhappincMs,  in  conse- 
quence, as  a  mason's  laboi^r.  I  have  heard  the  eaU  tesound* 
ing  fiom  the  walk  twenty  times  a4ay, — ^'^  Jolm,  Yearl  C^ 
iurd,  bring  us  anith^  hod  o'  lime." 

I  found  religion  occupying  a  mudi  humbler  plaee  among 
tiiese  workmen  of  the  south  of  Scotland  than  that  whieh  I  had 
used  to  see  assigned  to  it  in  the  north*  In  mynatiive  dtstriefe 
and  the  neighboring  counties  it  still  spc^e  with  auibori^-; 
and  a  man  who  stood  up  in  its  behalf  in  any  sociefy,  tmleaa 
very  fpolish  or  very  inconsistent,  alwaya  aueoeeded  in  sikaoteg 
opposition,  and  makii^  good  its  daioia.  Here,  however,  tk» 
irreligious  asserted  their  power  as  the  mijori^  and  eaniad 
matters  with  a  high  hand ;  and  religion  itself  exiatiog  aa  but 
diuerU^  not  as  an  e9talU$kmmiy  had  to  content  itaelf  with  have 
toleration*  Hemonstranee,  or  even  adviee,  waa  not  penaittod* 
*^  Johnnie,  boy/'  I  have  heard  one  of  the  roii0^meehaiii<» 
aay^half  inje«4half  ineameet)  to  m^  wmsftakitL,  "ifyiaaMt 
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yieNOWdfto'eottveH  me,  Fll  bndc  your  6ce  ;*'  and  I  have  known 
anoUierof  tliem  remark,  with  a  patronizing  air,  that  '^  kirks 
wero  nae  very  bad  things,  after  a' ;"  that  he  "  aye  liked  to  be 
in  a  kiri^  for  1^  sake  of  decency,  once  a  twelvemonth ;''  and 
that^  as  he  ^  hadna  been  kirked  for  the  last  ten  months,  he 
was  just  only  wmting  for  a  rainy  Sabbath  to  lay  in  his  stock 
o'  divinity  IKm'  the  year."  Our  new  lodger,  aware  how  little 
any  intei^rence  with  the  religious  concerns  of  others  was 
tdtoated  m  the  i^ace^  seemed  unable  for  some  time  to  muster 
up  raeoliition  enough  to  broach  in  the  family  his  &vorite 
siibjdotii  He  retared  every  night,  before  going  to  bed,  to  his 
cl0eet)^-4he  bhie  vault,  with  ail  its  stars, — often  the  only  closet 
of'tbe  devout  lodger  in  a  6aath-<x>untry  cottage;  but  I  saw 
that. each  evening,  ere  he  went  out,  he  used  to  look  uneasily 
at  the  ktidlord  and  me,  bs  if  there  lay  some  weight  on  his 
xnand  refjarding  us,  of  which  he  was  aftaid  to  rid  himself,  and 
whiob  yet  rendered  him  very  uncomfortable.  "  Well,  John," 
I  aa^ed  one  ev^ng,  speaking  <£rect,  to  his  evident  embar- 
TaBBBmat ;  ''  what  is  it  ?"  John  looked  at  old  William  the 
landlord,  and  then  at  me.  ^  Did  we  not  think  it  right,"  he 
sidd,  ^  that  ^ioffte  should  be  evening  worship  in  the  family  V* 
Old  Willkun  had  not  idea  ^lough  for  conversation :  he  either 
si^^dfied  aequlesoMice  in  niiatever  was  said  that  pleased  him, 
hy  an  ever-recurring  ay,  ay,  ay ;  or  he  grumbled  out  his  dissent 
in  »  few  explosive  sounds,  that  conveyed  his  meaning  rathear 
in  their  character  as  tones  than  as  vocables.  But  there  now 
mingled  with  the  ordinary  explosions  the  distinct  enunciation, 
givesi  with,  for  htm,  unwonted  emphasis,  that  he  ''  wasna  for 
HimU"  I  struck  in,  howev^,  on  the  other  side,  and  appealed 
to  P^s^gy*  *'  I  was  sure,"  I  said,  ^^  that  Mrs.  Russel  would  see 
the  pr0{H4ety  of  John's  proposal."  And  Mrs.  Russel,  as  most 
wam6a<  would  have  done  in  the  drcumstances,  unless,  indeed, 
vefy  bad  ones,  4ld  see  the  propriety  of  it ;  and  &om  that 
eveniag  fopwazd  the  cottage  had  its  &mily  worship.  John^s 
prajren  were  always  very  earnest  and  exeeUent,  but  sometimes 
.  juflta  iit^'too  hxig;  and  old  William,  who,  1  fear,  did  not 
grmAj  profit  by  'diem,  med  not'  unfrequetttly  to  Ml  adeep  cti 
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.his  kneeflu    Bofc  tbong^  he  sometimes  steitt  to  his^bed  nhen 
John  chanced  to  bealittle  laterintaking  the  boc^c  thsDueiiii, 
snd  got  into  a  profound  slumber  ere  the  prayer  began,  be  de- 
ferred to  the  nu^rity,  and  gave  ns  no  active  opposition.    He 
was  not  a  vicious  man :  his  intellect  had  sl^pt  thcrooi^  life, 
and  he  had  as  little  religion  as  an  old  horse  or  diog]  but  he 
was  quiet  and  honest,  and,  to  the  measure  of  hia  fittling  ability, 
a  £uthful  woricer  in  his  humble  en^oym^its*     His  veligioss 
training,  like  that  of  his  broths  villagers,  seemed  to  have  been 
sadlj  neglected.    Had  he  gone  to  the  parish  cfauxdi  on  Sun- 
day, he  would  have  heard  a  respectable  moral  essaj  read  from 
the  pulpit,  and  would,  of  course,  hM%  idept  under  it;  but 
William,  like  most  of  his  neighbors,  prefored  sleeping  oat 
the  daj  at  home,  and  never  did  go  to  the  <diurch ;  andas  <»> 
tainly  as  be  went  not  to  the  teacher  of  religion^  the  teacher  of 
religion  never  came  to  him.    During  the  ten  months  whidi  I 
spent  in  the  neighborhood  of  Niddry  Mill,  I  saw  neither 
^minister  nor  missionary.    But  if  the  village  liimished  no  uA- 
vantageous  ground  on  which  to  fight  the  battle  of  rdigiow 
Establishments, — seeing  that  the  Establishment  wee  ci  so 
manner  of  use  there, — it  furnished  ground  quite  as  unsuitable 
for  the  class  of  Volnntaries  who  hold  that  the  supply  of  xetig- 
ious  instruction  should,  as  in  the  case  of  all  other  conunodi- 
ties,  be  regulated  by  the  demand.    Deaumd  and  si^ly  weie 
admirably  well  balanced  in  the  village  of  Niddrj:  there  was 
no  religious  instruction,  and  no  wish  or  desire  for  it. 

The  masons  sJb  fliddry  House  were  paid  fortnightly)  od  a 
Saturday  night.  Wages  were  high, — ^we  received  two  pounds 
eight  shillings  fot  our  two  weeks'  work;  but  scaroe  half-a-doiaa 
in  the  squad  could  claim  at  settlement  the  full  tale,  «s  tiia 
Monday,  and  Tuesday  after  pay«night  were  usually  blank  daji^ 
devoted  by  two-thirds  of  the  whole  to  drinking  anddebauoheiT^ 
Not  often  has  wages  been  more  sadly  mis^)ent  than  by  xny 
poor  work-fellows  at  Niddry,  during  tins  period  of  abuodiol 
and  largely*remunerated  employment  On  reoeivmg-  their 
money,  they  set  straightway  off  for  Edinbur^  in  partass  c( 
fhr^andfinus;  anduntil  theevening.of  the£^owa8l((">^ 
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dfty  or  Tkxesdsy  I  flaw  no  mofid  of  Hhem.  Key  irould  tfien 
oome  dropping  in,  pale,  dirty,  disconsolate-looking, — almost  al- 
irays  in  the  re^wstionary  state  of  unhappiness  irlach.  succeeds 
iiitoncation^they  tiiemselTes  used  to  term  it  •*  ^e  horrors") 
***Hitid  inA  their  nervous  system  so  sluU(en,  that  rarely  until 
a  day  or  two  after  did  they  recover  their  ordinary  working 
abiHty.  Narratives  of  their  adventures,  however,  would  then 
b^^  to  drcttlate  through  &e  squad, — adventures  commonly 
of  the  *  Tom  and  Jerry"  type ;  and  always,  the  more  extrav- 
agant they  were,  the  more  was  the  admiration  whidi  they  ex- 
cited, oil  one  occasion,  I  remember  (for  it  was  much  spoken 
about  as  a  manifestation  of  high  spirit)  tJiat  lliree  of  them, 
Inring  a  coach,  drove  out  on  the  Sunday  to  visit  Roslin  and 
Hawthoradeta,  and  in  this  way  spent  their  six  pounds  so  much 
in  the  style  of  gentlemen,  that  ^ej  were  able  to  get  back  to 
the  mallet  without  a  fitrthing  on  the  evening  of  Monday. 
And  as  they  were  at  work  on  Tuesday  in  consequence,  they 
snoceeded,  as  tiiey  said,  in  saving  the  wages  of  a  day  usually 
lost,  just  by  doing  the  thing  so  genteely.  Edinburgh  had  in 
those  limes  a  not  very  efficient  police,  and,  in  some  of  its  less 
r^tftaMe  locaiittes,  must  have  been  dangerous.  Burke  found 
k»  West  Port  a  fitting  scene  for  his  horrid  trade  a  good  itiany 
yeaors  after ;  and  fi*om  the  stories  of  some  of  our  bolder  spirits, 
which,  diou^  mayhap  exaggerated,  had  evidently  their  nu- 
cleus of  truth,  there  was  not  a  little  of  the  violent  and  the  law- 
less perpetrated  in  its  viler  haunts  during  the  years  of  the  spec- 
ulation mania.  Four  of  our  masons  found,  one  Saturday  ereo-- 
ing,  a  country  lad  bound  hand  and  foot  on  the  floor  of  a  dark 
ifmar  room  in  one  of  the  dens  of  the  H^  Street ;  and  sudi 
Was  l!he  state  of  exhaustion  to  which  he  was  reduced,  mamly 
^ough  the  compression  of  an  old  apton  wrapped  tightly 
round  iiis  &ce,  t^t  though  they  set  Mm  loose,  it  was  some 
time  ere  he  could  muster  strength  enough  to  crawl  away.  He 
had  been  robbed  by  a  bevy  of  women  whom  he  had  been 
foolish  enou^  to  treat;  and  on  threatening  to  call  in  the 
watchman,  they  had  &llen  upon  a  way  of  keeping  him  quiet, 
wkldi^  save  for  the  intNrfor^ooe  oi  my  wSid  f^ow-workmen^ 
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urould  soon  have  rendoied  him  pemaaenUj  «^    And  ndi 
was  but  one  of  many  atoriea  of  the  kind. 

There  was  </  eourse  a  eonsiderable  diymsity  of  talait  and 
aoqiurMneiit  among  my  more  leddeaa  Associates  at  the  work; 
and  it  was  ciirk>u8  enough  to  mark  their  yery  various  .tiews 
regarding  what  constituted  qnrit  or  the  want  of  it  0d6 
weak  lad  used  to  tell  us  about  a  singularly  spirited  brother 
i^pfprentioe  of  his,  who  not  only  drank,  kept  loose  oompany, 
and  played  all  sorts  of  very  misehievoiis  pracfeicBl  jokes^  but 
even  oeeasionally  sUde  out  of  warehouses;  wlndi  was  of 
eourse  a  very  dauntless  tMng,  seeing  that  it  brought  him  irkli- 
in  wind  of  the  gallows ;  whereas  another  of  our  wild  work- 
sden^--«  man  of  sense  and  intelligenoe, — not  unfrefoently  out 
abort  the  narratives  of  the  weaker  brother,  by  oharact^iziBg 
Us  qpmted  apprentice  as  a  mean,  graceless  scamp,  who,  had 
he  c^t  his  deservings,  would  have  been  bung  like  a  dog.  I 
leund  that  the  intdligenee  which  results  £rom  a  &ir  adiool 
education,  sharpened  by  a  subsequent  taste  for  readii^,  v&j 
souch  heightened  in  certain  items  the  standard  by  which  my 
eon^rades  regulated  their  conduct.  Mere  intelHgenoe  formed 
no  guard  amongst  .them  against  intemperance  or  lioeotioi»- 
Bess ;  but  it  did  form  a  not  inefiectual  proteetioD  against  what 
are  peculiarly  the  mean  vices,-— -such  as  theft,  and  the  grosser 
and  more  cre^ing  forms  of  untruthfulness  and  dishonesty. 
Of  course,  exceptional  cases  occur  in  all  grades  of  sodety : 
there  have  been  accomplished  ladies  of  wealth  and  rank  who 
have  indulged  in  a  propensity  for  stealing  out  of  drapers'  abops, 
and  gentl^oaen  of  birth  and  education  who  couM  not  be  trusted 
iaa  library  or  a  bookseller's  back-room ;  and  what  sometimas 
occurs  in  the  hitter  walks  must  be  occasionally  exemflifi^ 
in  the  lower  also;  but,  judging  from  what  I  have  aeen^  I 
must  hold  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  a  good  inteUectoal  edaoir 
tion  is  a  not  inefficient  protection  against  the  meaner  ^^xxosb, 
thoughnot  in  any  d^ree  against  tiie  '^pleasant  vices."  1^ 
<»ly  adequate  protection  against  both  equally  is  the  sort  of 
edmatioii  wineh  my  firiend  John  Wilson  the  laborer  exem- 
plifiedf-**  kind  of  edueaiiQii  not  qAqu  acquired  m  sflhoolaf 
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mA  B0%  mtieii  more  fi^uidiiily  possessed  by  sohoolmMtei^  An 
by  any  other  diiss  of  prof^sskmal  men. 

The  iiK)Bt  remarkable  man  in  o«r  party  was  a  young  IbUow 
of  three-cmfd«twe&ty,--«t  least  as  fnudi »  bjbickguard  as  any 
of  kis  companions,  but  possessed  of  great  strength  of  oharaeter 
and  inlelleet,  and,  with  dl  hk  wildness,  marked  by  very  noble 
traHs.  He  was  a  strongly  and  not  inekgan^y  formed  mofi, 
of  about  sbt  feet, — dark  eompl^ioned,  and  of  a  sullen  east  of 
oount^ianee,  iHiidi,  howeter,  tlioi^h  he  could,  I  doubt  not, 
become  qi^  as  ibrmidable  as  he  looked,  conceded  ki  his 
ordinairy  moods  much  placidity  of  temper,  and  a  rich  vein  of 

humor.    Charles was  the  recognized  hero  of  the  squad ; 

but  he  dMTei^  ocntsiderably  flrom  the  men  who  admired  him 
xftost.  Bums  tella  us  that  he  ^' often  courted  the  aoqdaint* 
aftce  of  the  part  of  mankind  commonly  known  by  the  ordi- 
nary phrase  ofbkakgnardkf*  and  that,  <^  though  (fisgraoed  by 
£>llieB,  nay^  sometimes  stained  With  guilt,  he  had  yet  fiwmd 
among  them,  in  not  a  few  instances,  some  of  the  noblest  tir- 
tues, — magnanimity,  generosity,  didnterested  firietidi^ip,  and 
even  modesty.'^  I  cannot  say  witJi  the  poet  that  I  evereonrt- 
ed  the  acquaintance  of  bladcguards ;  but  though  the  labor- 
ing man  may  select  his  friends,  he  caimot  dioose  his  wt«^- 
Mlows ;  and  so  I  have  not  unirequently  come  in  contact  witb 
l^ackguards,  and  have  had  <^^rtunities  of  pretty  Aoroughly 
knowing  tbem.  And  my  experience  of  the  class  haa  been  very 
mudi  the  reverse  of  that  of  Bums.  I  have  usually  found 
their  virtues  of  a  merely  theatric  cast,  and  their  viocs  real ; 
much  assmned  generosity  in  some  instimoes,  btit  a  callous- 
ness  of  feeling,  and  meumess  of  spirit,  lying  conceaMt  bc^ea^ 
In  this  poor  fellow,  however,  I  certainly  did  find  a  sample  of 
the  noble  vaariety  of  the  genus.  Poor  Qiarles  did  too  de- 
cidedly belong  to  it.  He  it  was  that  projected  the  Sunday 
party  to  RosHn ;  and  he  it  was  that,  pressing  his  way  into  ^ 
i^ecesses  of  a  dira^putable  house  in  ^e  High  Street,  jR>utfd 
the  ftst-bound  wight  ehoaking  in  an  apron,  and,  unioosi!^ 
the  eot^  let  hhn  go.  No  mam  of  the  party  squ8»ie»ed 
hie  gaina  more  recyessiy  than  Chaides,  or  had  looser  no- 
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tUwB  ngpurdng  tbe  le^itma^  <^  lli»  uses  to  whiok  ko  too^. 
often  applied  them.  And  yet,  notwithstaoding,  be  waa  a 
genqronaJioartod  fellow;  and,  under  the  infliiaaoe  of  reliipoin 
pijneiple^  would,  like  Bums  himad:^  liave  made  a  very  noUio 


In  giaduallj  fi>rming  mj  acquaintance  with  him,  I  was  a( 
first  Btnick  by  the  circumstance  that  he  never  joiaed  in  the 
dumay  ridicule  with  whi<^  I  used  to  be  assailed  by  the  other 
workmen.  When  left,  too,  on  one  occasi^m,  m  ocm^equenoe 
of  a  tacit  combination  against  me,  to  roll  vip  a  laige  stone  to 
thesfNTtcf  block'bendi^  or  M^,  as  it  is  technically  tamed,  on 
which  the  mass  had  to  be  hewn,  and  as  I  was  slowly  succeed- 
ing in  doing,  through  dint  of  very  violent  eff(»rt,  what  sonae  two 
or  three  m^i  usually  united  to  do,  Charles  stuped  out  to  assist 
me;  and  the  combination  at  once  broke  down.  Unlike  the 
others,  too,  who,  while  they  never  scmpled  to  take  odds  agaiast 
me,  seemed  sufficiently  chary  <:^  coming  in  contact  with  me 
ang^y,  he  learned  to  se^  me  out  in  our  intervals  of  labor, 
and  to  ecmverse  on  subjects  upon  whidb  we  felt  a  e(»ximon  in- 
terost.  He  was  not  only  an  excellent  operative  nciedanic,  but 
posaessed  also  of  coufoderable  architectural  skill ;  and  in  this 
speeial  province  we  finmd  an  interdiange  of  idea  not  unprofit- 
able. He  had  a  turn,  too,  for  reading,  though  he  was  by  no 
mMNBS  CKtensively  read;  and  liked  to  converse  about  bodes. 
Nor,  though  the  faculty  had  been  but  littile  cultivated,  was  he 
devoid  of  an  eye  for  the  curious  in  nature.  On  directing  his 
attention,  one  morning,  to  a  well-marked  impression  of  lepi- 
dodendroa,  which  delicately  fretted  with  its  lozenge>diaped 
netrwork  one  of  the  planes  of  the  stone  before  me,  he  began 
to  deseribej  with  a  minuteness  of  observation  not  common 
among  working  naen,  certain  strange  forms  wMdi  had  attract* 
cd  his  notice  when  employed  among  the  gray  flagstones  of 
For&rshire.  I  long  after  recognized  in  his  description  that 
strange  oanistacean  of  the  Middle  Old  Bed  Sandstone  of  Soot- 
land,  the  Pt$rygotu9f — an  oi^anism  which  was  wholly  im> 
known  at  this  time  to  geologists,  and  which  is  but  partially 
known  still ;  and  I  saw  in  J^d6,  on  the  publication,  in.  it» 
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first  edition,  of  Hie  ^  Eaements"  of  ^  diaries  Lyell,  what  he 
meant  to  in4ioate,  hj  a  rode  sketch  whidi  he  drew  on  the 
stmie  hefore  us,  and  which,  to  the  base  of  a  semiellipns,  some- 
what resembling  a  horse-shoe,  united  an  angular  prdongation 
not  very  unlike  the  iron  stem  of  a  pointing  trowel  drawn  firom- 
the  handle.  He  had  evidently  seen,  long  ere  it  had  been  de- 
tected by  the  scientific  eye,  that  strange  ichthyolite  of  the  Old 
Bed  system,  the  Cephalaipis.  His  story,  though  he  used  to 
tell  it  witli  great  humor,  and  no  litde  dramatic  effect,  was  in 
reality  a  very  sad  <me.  He  had  quarrelled,  when  quite  a  lad, 
with  one  of  his  fellow-workmen,  and  was  unfortunate  enough, 
in  the  pugilistic  encounter  which  followed,  to  break  his  jaw« 
bcme,  axid  otherwise  so  severely  to  injure  him,  that  for  some 
time  his  recovery  seemed  doubtful.  Flying,  pursued  by  the 
offioers  of  the  law,  he  was,  after  a  fbw  days'  hiding,  i^re- 
hended,  lodged  in  jail,  tried  at  the  High  Court  of  Judiciary, 
and  ultimately  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment.  And 
these  three  months  he  had  to  spend — for  such  was  the  wretdi- 
ed  arrangement  of  the  time — ^in  the  worst  society  in  the  world. 
In  sketching,  as  he  sometimes  did,  for  the  gen^^  amusement, 
the  characters  of  the  various  prisoners  with  whom  he  had  as- 
80<aated, — firom  the  sneaking  pick-pocket  and  the  murderous 
ruffian,  to  the  simple  Highland  smuggler,  who  had  converted 
his  grain  into  whisky,  with  scarce  intelligence  enough  to  see  that 
there  was  aught  morally  wrong  in  the  transaction, — ^he  sought 
only  to  be  as  graphic  and  humorous  as  he  could,  and  always 
witii  complete  success.  But  there  attached  to  his  narratives 
an  unintentional  moral ;  and  I  cannot  yet  call  them  up  with- 
out feeling  indignant  at  that  detestable  practice  of  promiscuous 
imprisonment  which  so  long  obtained  in  our  country,  and  whidi 
had  the  efiect  of  converting  its  jails  into  such  complete  criminal- 
motti^boturing  institutions,  that,  had  l^e  honest  men  of  the 
community  risen  and  dealt  by  them  as  the  Lord-Geoige-Gk>r- 
don  mob  dealt  with  Newgate,  I  hardly  think  they  would  have 
been  acting  out  ci  diaracter.  Poor  Charles  had  a  nobility  in 
his  natujre  which  saved  him&om  being  contaminated  by  what 
was  wiMTst  in  his  meaner  associates;  but  he  was  none  the  bet< 
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tear  ibr  his  itnprisonment,  and  be  quitted  jail,  of  oonrse,  a 
marked  man ;  and  his  after  career  was,  I  ibar,  all  the  inofe 
reckless  m  oonsequ^ce  of  the  stain  imparted  at  this  thne  to 
his  character.  He  was  as  decidedly  a  leader  among  hishrotber 
workmen  as  I  myself  had  been,  when  sowmg  my  wild  oats, 
among  my  sdiool-fellows ;  hnt  society  in  its  settl«i  state,  and 
in  a  comitry  such  as  ours,  allows  no  such  scope  to  the  man  as 
it  does  to  the  boy ;  and  so  his  leadership,  dangerous  both  to 
himself  and  his  associates,  liad  chiefly  as  the  scene  of  its  ttopiiies 
the  grosser  and  more  lawless  haunts  of  vice  and  dissipation. 
His  course  tlirough  life  was  a  sad,  and,  I  fear,  a  brief  one. 
When  the  sudden  crash  in  the  commercial  world  took  place, 
in  which  the  speculation  mania  of  1824-25  terminated,  lie 
was,  with  thousands  more,  thrown  out  of  employment ;  and, 
baring  saved  not  a  farthing  of  his  earnings,  he  was  compelled, 
under  the  pressure  of  actual  want,  to  enlist  as  a  soldier  into 
one  of  the  regiments  of  the  line,  bound  for  one  of  the  inter- 
tropical colonies.  And  there,  as  his  old  comrades  lost  all 
trace  of  him,  he  too  probably  fell  a  victim,  in  an  insalubrious 
climate,  to  old  habits  and  new  rum. 

[Binding  me  incorrigible,  I  was  at  length  left  by  my  brother 
operatives  to  be  as  peculiar  as  I  pleased ;  and  the  woiking 
portion  of  the  autumnal  months  passed  off  pleasantly  enoagh 
in  hewing  great  stones  under  the  branching  foliage  of  the  elm 
and  chestnut  trees  of  Niddry  Park.  From  the  ciroomstance, 
however,  that  the  stones  were  so  great,  the  previous  trial  had 
been  an  embarrassing  one ;  and,  though  too  proud  to  confess 
that  I  cared  aught  about  Ae  matter,  I  was  now  glad  enongb 
that  it  was  fairly  over.  Our  modem  Temperance  Societies- 
institutions  which  at  this  time  had  not  begun  to  exist — ^have 
done  much  to  shield  sober  working  men  from  combinations 
of  the  trying  character  to  which,  in  the  generation  well-nigb 
passed  away,  they  were  too  oflen  exposed.  There  are  ffev 
working  parties  which  have  not  now  their  groupes  of  enthu- 
siastic Teetotallers,  that  always  band  together  against  fte 
drinkers,  and  mutually  assist  and  keep  one  another  in  coun- 
tenance ;  and  a  breakwater  is  thus  formed  in  the  middle  of 


0B»  THE  STORY  OF  ICY  KDVGlliasr;  819- 

die  stream,  to  protect  from  that  grinding  oppression  of  the 
poor  by  the  poor,  which,  let  popular  agitators  disclaim  on  the 
other  side  as  ihej  may,  is  at  once  more  tryii^  and  more  gene- 
ral than  the  oppression  which  they  experience  from  the  great 
and  wealthy.  According  to  Uie  strikkig  figure  of  the  wise  old 
kingy  ''  it  is  like  a  sweeping  rain,  which  leayeth  no  food." 
Fanaticism  in  itself  is  not  a  good  thing ;  nor  are  there  many 
quiet  people  who  do  not  dislike  ^ithusiasm;  and  the  mem* 
bers  of  new  sects,  whether  they  be  religious  sects  or  no,  are 
almost  always  enthusiasts,  and  in  some  degree  &naticaL  A 
nutn  can  scarce  become  a  vegetarian  even  without  also  be- 
coming in  some  measure  intolerant  of  tiie  still  large  and  not 
very  disreputaUe  class  that  eat  beef  with  their  grems,  and 
herrings  witJi  their  potatoes ;  and  the  drinkers  of  water  do 
say  rather  strong  things  of  the  men  who,  had  they  been  guests 
at  the  marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  would  have  seen  no  great 
harm  in  partaking  in  moderation  of  the  wine,  lliere  is  a 
somewhat  intolerant  &naticism  among  the  Teetotallers,  just  as 
there  is  fimaticism  among  most  other  new  sects ;  and  yet,  re> 
oogtna.ng  it  simply  as  strength,  and  knowing  what  it  has  to  con- 
tend with,  I  am  much  disposed  to  tolerate  it,  whether  it  tolerate 
me  or  no.  Human  nature,  with  all  its  defects,  is  a  wiser 
thing  than  the  mere  common  sense  of  the  creatures  whose 
nature  it  Lb  ;  and  we  find  in  it  special  provisions,  as  in  the  in« 
stincts  of  the  humbler  animals,  for  overmastering  the  specisl 
difficulties  with  which  it  is  its  destiny  to  contend.  And  the 
sort  of  &naticism  to  which  I  refer  seems  to  be  one  of  those 
provisions.  A  few  Teetotallers  of  the  average  calibre  and 
strength,  who  take  their  stand  against  the  majority  in  a  party 
of  wild  dissipated  mechanics,  would  require  a  considerable 
amount  of  vigorous  fimaticism  to  make  good  their  position ; 
nor  do  I  see  in  ordinary  men,  as  society  at  present  exists, 
aught  at  once  sufficiently  potent  in  its  nature,  and  sufficiently 
general  in  its  existence,  to  take  its  place  and  do  its  work.  It 
seems  to  subsist  in  the  J>resent  imperfect  state  as  a  wise  provi- 
sion, thou^  like  other  wise  provisions,  sudi  as  the  horns  of 
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Winter  Oftme  on,  and  oar  weekly  -WBgea  wef  e  lowered  im- 
ifiediateij  after  Hailow-day,  fh)m  twentj-foar  to  fifteen  sIhI-' 
Hngs  per  week.  This  was  deemed  too  lai^e  a  reduction;  and, 
Mikoning  by  liie  weekly  hours  during  whi«h,  on  the  average, 
we  were  still  able  to  work, — forty4wo,  as  nearly  as  I  coold 
eakolate,  instead  of  sixty, — it  was  too  great  a  reduction  by 
atbont  one  shilling  and  ninepence.  I  would,  h(7wev«r,  in  the 
dtcumstanoes,  bare  taken  particalar  care  not  to  strike  worit 
for  an  advance.  I  knew  that  three^ourtfas  of  the  masons 
tlbcKit  town^-qnite  as  improvident  as  the  masons  of  our  o\m 
j^arty— could  not  lire  on  their  resourees  for  a  fortnight,  and 
had  no  general  fund  to  sustain  them ;  and  ftnther,  thait  many 
of  the  master-builders  were  not  very  urgendy  desirous  to  press 
(to  their  woris:  throughout  l^e  winter.  And  so,  when,  oo 
ooming  to  the  work-shed  on  the  Monday  morning  Biter  the 
dose  of  our  first  fortnight  on  ikie  reduced  scale,  I  foond  my 
comrades  gathered  in  firont  of  it  in  a  group,  and  learned  that 
there  was  a  grand  strike  all  over  the  district,  I  recdved  the 
intelligence  with  as  little  of  the  enthusiasm  c^tibe  ^'  iadep^^ 
dent  associated  mechanic"  as  possibly  may  be.  ^  You  are  in 
the  right  in  your  claims,"  I  said  to  Charles ;  ^  but  you  have 
ttkta  a  bad  time  for  urging  them,  and  will  be  beaten  to  a  o^ 
tnnty«  The  madters  are  much  better  prepared  for  a  strike 
than  you  are.  How,  may  I  ask,  are  yon  yourself  piovided  widi 
the  fflnews  of  war  T  «  Very  ill  indeed,"  safid  Charlea,  scratdi- 
iiig  his  head :  ^  if  the  masters  don't  give  in  before  Batorday, 
it's  all  up  with  me ;  but  never  mind ;  let  us  have  <me  ^/» 
fan :  there's  to  be  a  grand  meeting  at  Bruntsfield  Links ;  let 
us  go  in  as  a  deputation  from  the  country  masons,  and  make 
a  speech  about  our  rights  and  duties ;  and  then,  if  we  see  mat- 
ters going  very  fiir  wrong,  we  can  just  step  back  agldn,  and 
b^in  work  to-morrow."  "Bravdy  resolved,"  I  said:  **I 
shall  go  with  you  by  all  means,  md  take  notes  of  ymr 
speech."    We  marched  in  to  town,  abont  sixteen  in  maiber  $ 


and,  OB  jewing  the  erowAaheaJyaaweabiedoat^ 
recognized  by  the  de^  red  hue  of  oar  elothea  and  aprc»i% 
which  differed  considerably  fr<mi  that  bome  by  workers  in  the 
paler  Edinburgh  stone,  as  a  reinforcement  from  a  dktanoe,  and 
were  received  with  loud  ^eera.  Charles,  however,  did  not 
make  his  speedi :  the  meeting,  which  waa  about  e^ht  hun^ 
dred  strong,  seemed  Mly  in  the  possesslcm  of  a  few  cffaok 
orators,  who  spoke  with  a  fluency  to  which  he  could  make  ao 
pret^asions ;  and  so  he  refdied  to  the  various  calk  6om  among 
his  comrades,  of  ^^Cha,  Cha^^^  by  assurmg  them  that  he  eoold 
not  catch  the  eye  of  the  gentleman  in  thediaur.  The  meatr 
ing  had,  oi  course,  neither  chair  nor  <^airmaa ;  and  after  a 
good  deal  dT  idle  speeoh-^nakiag,  which  seemed  to  satisfy  thc^ 
i^>eakers  themselves  remarkably  well,  but  which  at  least  some 
c^  their  auditory  regarded  as  nimsense,  we  found  that  the  oaly 
motion  on  which  we  could  harmoniously  agree  waaa  mation 
for  an  adjournment.  And  so  we  a^umed  till  die  evemi;^ 
fixing  as  our  place  of  meeting  one  of  the  humbler  halls  of 
the  oity. 

My  comrades  proposed  that  we  should  pass  the  time  until 
the  hour  of  meedii^  in  a  public-house ;  ^d,  desirous  of  se^ 
curing  a  glimpse  of  tiie  s(N:t  of  enjoyment  for  which  they  saori* 
ficed  so  mw^,  I  accompanied  them.  Passing  not  a  fmr  more 
inviting-looking  places^  we  entered  a  low  tavern  in  the  upjpar 
part  of  the  Oan^agate,  kept  in  an  old  half^ruiaous  buildingi 
which  has  since  disappeared.  We  passed  on  through  a  nart- 
row  passage  to  a  low-roofed  room  in  the-centre  of  the  ereotioQ4 
into  which  ^  light  of  day  never  paietxated,  and  in  which  the 
gas  was  bumu^  dimly  in  a  close  slug^di  ataoqfkbese,  reii* 
dered  still  more  stifiing  by  tobacoo-amoke,  and  a  strong  $meil 
of  ardent  spirits.  In  the  middle  of  the  crasy  floor  these  waa 
a  trapdoor  which  lay  open  at  the  time;  and  a  wild  eombina* 
tion  of  sounds,  in  which  the  yelping  of  a  dog,  and  a  few  gruff 
voices  that  seemed  cheering  him  on,  were  most  noticeable,  rose 
ftom  the  apartment  below.  It  was  eostomary  at  this  timefov 
^m'^hopa  to  keep  badgers  housed  in  liNig  narrow  boxes^and 
for  working  men  to  keep  does ;  and  it  was  part  of  die  ordi* 
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Bflry  qiort  of  fluok  pkees  to  set  aie4<^  to  mbonckse  Oieb^^ 
The  wUd  sport  whieh  Scott  desoribes  in  his ''  6u  j  Maonenng,'' 
88  puzvaed  by  Dandy  Dinmoiit  and  bis  Associates  among  the 
Cheviots,  was  eztensiyely  practised  twenty-iiiBe  years  agoanud 
the  dingier  haunts  of  the  High  Street  and  CaEiongate.  Our 
party,  like  most  others,  had  its  dog, — ^a  repulsi  ver-looking  brute, 
with  an  earth-directed  eye,  as  if  he  carried  about  with  him  an 
evil  conacience  *,  and  my  companiims  were  desirous  of  getting 
his  ffftTt-bing  ability  tested  upon  the  badger  of  the  establishment^ 
bat  on  summoning  the  bar-keeper,  we  were  told  that  the 
party  below  had  got  the  start  of  us:  their  dc^  was,  as  we  might 
hear»^' just  drawing  the  badger;  and  before  our  dog  could  be 
permitted  to  draw  hin^  the  poor  brute  would  require  to  get 
an  hour's  rest"  I  need  scarce  say,  that  the  hour  was  spent  in 
haxd  drinking  in  that  stagpant  atmosphere ;  and  we  then  all 
desewded  through  the  trapdoor,  by  means  of  a  ladder,  into  a 
baie-walled  dungeon,  dark  and  damp,  and  where  the  pestifer- 
ous air  smelt  like  that  of  a  burial  vaults  The  scene  which 
followed  was  exceedingly  repulsive  and  brutal, — nearly  as 
mudtioassomeof  the  scenes  furnished  by  those  otter  hunts  in 
which  the  aristoeraey  of  the  country  deli^  occasionally  to  in- 
dulge. Amid  shouts  and  yells,  the  badger,  with  the  blood  of 
his  recent  oonflbt  still  fresh  up<Mi  him,  was  again  drawn  to  the 
box  mouth ;  and  the  party  returning  satisfied  to  the  apartment 
above,  again  betook  themselves  to  hard  drinking.  In  a  short 
time  the  liquor  began  to  tell,  not  £rst,  as  might  be  supposed, 
oa  our  younger  men,  who  were  mostly  tall,  vigorous  fellowis 
in  the  £rst  flush  of  their  Mi  strength,  but  on  a  few  of  the 
middle*i^ed  workmen,  whose  constitutions  seemed  undermin- 
ed by  a  previous  course  of  dissipaticoi  and  debauchery.  The 
conversation  became  very  loud,  very  involved,  and,  though 
lughly  seasoned  with  emphatic  oaths,  very  insipid ;  and  leav- 
ing with  CbBy — who  seemed  somewhat  uneasy  that  my  eye 
should  be  upon  their  meeting  in  its  hour  of  weakness, — monej 
enough  to  dear  off  my  share  of  the  reckoning,  I  stole  out  to 
the  King's  Park,  and  passed  an  hour  to  better  purpose  amoiV 
the  taof  Docks  than  I  qould  possibly  hi^ve  spent  it  besi^o 
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the  trapdoor.  Of  that  tsvem  party  I  am  not  awttre  that  a 
single  unfividual  save  the  writer  is  now  living :  its  very  dit^ 
did  not  live  out  half  bjs  days.  His  owner  was  alarmed  one 
morning,  shortly  after  this  time,  by  the  intelligence  that  a 
dozen  of  dieep  had  been  worried  during  the  night  on  a  neigh- 
boring fiirm,  and  that  a  dog  very  like  his  had  been  seen 
prowling  about  the  fold ;  but  in  order  to  determine  the  point, 
he  would  be  visited,  it  was  added,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  by 
the  shepherd  and  a  law-officer.  The  dog  meanwhile,  how- 
ever, conscious  of  guilt, — ^for  dogs  do  seem  to  have  consciences 
in  such  matters, — ^was  nowhere  to  be  found,  though,  a^r  the 
lapse  of  nearly  a  week,  be  again  appeared  at  the  work ;  and 
his  master,  slipping  a  rope  round  his  neck,  brought  him  to  a 
deserted  ooal-pit  half  filled  with  water,  l^iat  opened  in  an  ad- 
jacent field,  and,  flinging  him  in,  left  the  authorities  no  clue 
by  wUdi  to  establish  his  identity  with  the  robber  and  assassin 
of  the  fold. 

I  had  now  quite  enough  of  the  strike ;  and,  instead  of  at- 
ten^ng  tlie  evening  meeting,  passed  the  night  with  my  friend 
Williwn  Ross.  Curious  to  know,  however,  whether  my  ab- 
sence had  been  observed  by  my  brother  workmen,  I  asked 
Cha,  when  we  next  met,  "what  he  thought  of  our  meeting f* 
«  Gndesake !"  he  replied,  "  let  that  flee  stick  to  the  wa' !  We 
got  upon  the  skuf  after  you  left  us,  and  grew  deaf  to  time^ 
and  so  not  one  of  us  has  seen  the  meeting  yet."  I  learned, 
however,  that  though  somewhat  reduced  in  numbers,  it  had 
been  very  spirited  and  energetic,  and  had  resolved  on  naiUng 
the  colors  to  the  mast ;  but  in  a  few  mornings  subsequent, 
several  of  liie  squaxis  returned  to  work  on  tiicir  master's  terms, 
and  all  broke  down  in  about  a  week  after.  Contrary  to  what 
I  would  have  expected  from  my  previous  knowledge  of  him,  f 
found  that  my  friend  William  Ross  took  a  warm  interest  in 
strikes  and  combinations,  and  wasmudi  surprised  at  the  apathy 
which  I  manifested  on  this  occasion ;  nay,  that  he  himself,  as 
he  toH  me,  actually  officiated  as  clerk  for  a  combmed  society 
of  house-painters,  and  entertained  sanguine  hopes  regarding 
die  happy  infiuenoe  wfaieh  the  principle  of  union  was  yet  to 
15 
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ezeorobeontliestatiisandooinfi>itoftihewor]diign^  Tiim 
are  no  problems  more  difficult  than  those  which  specalative 
men  sometimes  attempt  solving,  when  they  set  themselves  to 
predict  how  certun  given  characters  would  act  in  certain  given 
circumstances.  In  what  spirit,  it  has  been  asked,  would  So- 
crates have  listened  to  the  address  of  Paul  on  Mars  Hill,  had 
he  lived  a  few  ages  later  ?  and  what  sort  of  a  statesman  would 
Bobert  Bums  have  made  1  I  cannot  answer  either  question ; 
but  this  I  know,  that  from  my  intimate  acquaintance  with  tlie 
retiring,  unobtrusive  character  of  my  friend  in  early  life,  I 
should  have  predicted  that  he  would  have  taken  no  interest 
whatever  in  strikes  or  combinations ;  and  I  was  now  surprised 
to  find  the  case  otherwise.  And  he,  on  the  other  hand,  equal- 
ly intimate  with  my  comparatively  wild  boyhood,  and  my  in- 
fluence among  my  school-fellows,  would  have  predicted  that  I 
should  have  taken  a  very  warm  interest  in  such  combination^ 
mayhap  as  a  ringleader ;  at  all  events,  as  an  energetic,  influen- 
tial member ;  and  he  was  now  not  a  little  astonished  to  see  me 
keeping  aloof  from  them,  as  things  of  no  account  or  value.  I 
believe,  however,  we  were  both  acting  in  character.  Lacking 
my  obstinacy,  he  had  in  some  degree  yielded,  on  first  coming 
to  the  capital,  to  the  tyranny  of  his  brother  workmen ;  and, 
becoming  one  of  themselves,  and  identifying  his  interests  with 
theirs,  his  talents  and  acquirements  had  recommended  him  to 
an  office  of  trust  among  them ;  whereas  I,  stubbornly  ha-ttlmg, 
like  Harry  of  the  Wynd,  "  for  my  own  hand,''  would  not  stir 
a  finger  in  assertion  of  the  alleged  rights  of  fellows  who  had 
no  respect  for  the  rights  which  were  indisputably  mine. 

I  may  here  mention,  that  this  first  year  of  the  building 
mania  was  also  the  first,  in  the  present  century,  of  those  great 
strikes  among  workmen,  of  which  the  public  has  since  heard  and 
^een  so  much.  Up  till  this  time,  combination  among  operatives 
ipF  the  purpose  of  raising  the  rate  of  wages  had  been  a  crime 
punishable  by  law ;  and  though  several  combinations  and  trade 
unions  did  exist,  ppen  strikes,  which  would  have  been  a  too 
palpable  manifestation  of  them  to  be  tolerated,  could  scarce  be 
said  ever  to  take  place.    |  sa^  §i|ough  at  the  period  to  coo- 
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vince  me,  that  though  the  right  of  combination,  abstractly 
considered,  is  just  and  proper,  the  strikes  which  would  re- 
sult from  it  as  consequences  would  be  productive  of  much 
evil  and  little  good ;  and  in  an  argument  with  my  friend  Wil- 
liam on  the  subject,  I  ventured  to  assure  him  that  his  house- 
painters'  union  would  never  benefit  the  operative  house  painters 
as  a  class,  and  urged  him  to  give  up  his  clerkship.  '^  There  is 
a  want,''  I  said,  "  of  true  leadership  among  our  operatives  in 
these  combinations.  It  is  the  wilder  spirits  that  dictate  the 
conditions;  and,  pitching  their  demands  high,  they  begin 
usually  by  enforcing  acquiescence  in  them  on  the  quieter  and 
more  moderate  among  their  companions.  They  are  tyrants  to 
their  fellows  ere  they  come  into  collision  with  their  masters, 
and  have  thus  an  enemy  in  the  camp,  not  unwilling  to  take 
advantage  of  their  seasons  of  weakness,  and  prepared  to  re- 
joice, though  secretly  mayhap,  in  their  defeat  and  reverses. 
And  further,  their  discomfiture  will  be  always  quite  certain 
enough  when  seasons  of  depression  come,  from  the  circum- 
stance that,  fixing  their  terms  in  prosperous  times,  they  will 
fix  them  with  reference  rather  to  their  present  power  of  en- 
forcing them,  than  to  that  medium  line  of  fair  and  equal  ad- 
justment on  which  a  conscientious  man  could  plant  his  foot 
and  make  a  firm  stand.  Men  such  as  you,  able  and  ready  to 
work  in  behalf  of  these  combinations,  will  of  course  get  the 
work  to  do,  but  you  will  have  little  or  no  power  given  you  in 
their  direction :  the  direction  will  be  apparently  in  the  hands 
of  a  iew  fluent  gahbera  ;  and  yet  even  they  will  not  be  the 
actual  directors, — they  will  be  but  the  exponents  and  voices  of 
the  general  mediocre  sentiment  and  inferior  sense  of  the  mass 
as  a  whole,  and  acceptable  only  so  long  as  they  give  utterance 
to  that ;  and  so,  ultimately,  exceedingly  little  will  be  won  in 
this  way  for  working  men.  It  is  well  that  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  combine,  seeing  that  combination  is  permitted  to 
those  who  employ  them ;  but  until  the  majority  of  our  work- 
ing  men  of  the  south  become  very  different  from  what  they 
now  are, — greatly  wiser  and  greatly  better, — ^there  will  be 
more  lost  than  gained  by  their  combinations.    According  to 
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^  <»jreiHii8tanoe0  of  the  time  and  season,  the  enirent  wiQ  lie 

at  one  period  running  in  their  j^vor  against  the  masters,  and 
at  another  in  favor  of  the  masters  against  them :    there  will 
be  a  eontinual  ebb  and  flow,  like  that  of  the  sea,  but  no  gen- 
eral adyanoe  ;  and  the  sooner  that  the  like  of  jou  and  I  get 
out  of  the  rough  conflict  and  jostle  of  the  tideway,  and  set  our- 
selves  io  labor  apart  on  our  own  internal  resources,  it  will  be 
•U  the  better  for  us."    William,  however,  did  not  giye  vp  his 
derkahip ;  and  I  dare  say  the  sort  of  treatment  which  I  had 
received  at  the  hands  of  mj  fellow-workmen  made  me  express 
myself  rather  strongly  on  the  subject ;  but  the  actual  history 
of  the  numerous  strikes  and  combinations  which  have  taken 
place  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  and  more  which  Las 
since  intervened,  is  of  a  kind  not  in  the  least  suited  to  modify 
my  views.     Th^re  is  a  want  of  judicious  leadership  among 
our  woding  men ;  and  such  of  the  autobiographies  of  the 
oiasa  as  are  able  and  interesting  enough  to  obtain  a  heanng 
for  their  authors  show,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  how  this  takes 
place.    Combination  is  first  brought  to  bear  among  them 
against  the  men,  their  fellows,  who  have  vigor  enough  of  in- 
tdileet  to  think  and  act  for  themselves  ;  and  such  ^wajs  is 
the  diaracter  of  the  bom  leader :  their  true  leaders  are  almost 
always  forced  into  the  <^position ;  and  thus  separating  be- 
tween themselves  and  the  men  fitted  by  nature  to  render  tbem 
formidable,  they  &11  under  the  direction  of  mere  chatterers  and 
stump  o^tora,  which  is  in  reality  no  direction  at  all.     The 
author  of  the  "  Working  Man's  Way  in  the  World,"— evi- 
dently a  very  superior  man, — ^had,  he  tells  us,  to  quit  at  one 
timeius  enaployment,  overborne  by  the  senseless  ridicule  of  his 
brother  workmen.    Somerville  states  in  his  Autobiography, 
that,  both  as  a  laboring  man  and  a  soldier,  it  was  from  the  hands 
of  his  comrades  that, — save  in  one  memorable  instance, — he 
had  experienced  all  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  which  he 
had  been  the  victim.     Nay,  Benjamin  Franklin  himself  was 
deemed  a  much  more  ordinary  man  in  the  prmting-house  in 
Bartholomew  Close,  where  he  was  teased  and  laughed  at  as 
the  WaUr'%Ammcany  than  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
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flie  Royal  Society,  or  the  court  of  Prance,  Tlie  great  Printer, 
though  recognized  by  accomplished  politicians  as  a  profound 
statesman,  and  by  men  of  solid  science  as  "  the  most  rational 
of  the  philosophers,"  was  regarded  by  his  poor  brother  com- 
positors as  merely  an  odd  fellovr,  who  did  not  conform  to  their 
drinking  usages,  and  whom  it  was  therefore  fair  to  teaze  and 
annoy  as  a  contemner  of  the  sacrament  of  the  ehapel,* 

The  life  of  my  friend  was,  however,  pitched  on  a  better  and 
higher  tone  than  that  of  most  of  his  brother  unionists.  It  waa 
intellectual  and  moral,  and  its  happier  hours  were  its  hours 
of  quiet  self-improvement,  when,  throwing  himself  on  the  re- 
sources within,  he  forgot  for  the  time  the  unions  and  combina- 
tions that  entailed  upon  him  much  troublesome  occnpatioii, 
but  never  did  him  any  service.  I  regretted,  however,  to  find 
diat  a  distrust  of  his  own  powers  was  still  growing  upon  him, 
and  narrowing  his  circle  of  enjoyment  On  asking  him 
whether  he  still  amu^d  himself  with  his  fhite,  he  turned, 
after  replying  with  a  brief  "  Oh  no,"  to  a  comrade  with  whom 
he  had  lived  for  years,  and  quietly  smd  to  him,  by  way  of  ex- 
plaining the  question,  "  Robert,  I  suppose  you  don't  know  I 
was  once  a  grand  flute-player !"  And  sure  enough  Robert  did 
not  know.  He  had  given  up,  too,  his  water-color  drawing, 
hi  which  his  taste  was  decidedly  fine ;  and  even  in  oOs,  with 
which  he  still  occasionally  engaged  himself,  instead  of  casdng 
himself  full  on  nature,  as  at  an  earlier  period,  he  had  become* 
a  copyist  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Thomson  of  Dudc^ngstone,  at 


*  The  kind  of  dub  into  which  the  oompositors  of  a  prlnliii^house  always  form 
tbemaelves  has  from  time  immemorial  been  termed  a  ehapel;  and  (he  petty  trieln  by 
which  Fratddin  was  annoyed  were  said  to  be  played  him  by  the  ehapel  gliost.  **  tf  y 
eapl6yer  destring,"  be  says^  **  after  some  weeks,  to  have  me  in  the  oomposlng^wra, 
I  leA  the  pressmen.  A  new  bien  oemt  for  drink,  being  Ave  shUlinga,  was  demanded 
of  me  by  the  compositors.  I  thought  it  an  imposition,  as  I  had  paid  one  to  the  press- 
men. The  master  thought  so  too,  and  forbade  my  paying  it  I  stood  out  two  or  three 
weeks,  was  aoeordhigly  eonsidered  as  an  exMmmimteafe,  and  had  soma^ymae  pieoes 
of  pitTate  malice  practiced  on  me  by  mixing  my  sorts,  transposing  and  bteaking  my 
mattec,  &«.»  Ax.,  if  ever  I  stepped  out  of  the  room,  and  all  aacrihed  to  the  chtq^ti 
ghoat^  which,  they  said,  ever  haunted  those  not  regularly  admitted,  that,  notwithstand!> 
lug  my  master^s  protection,  I  found  myself  obliged  to  eomply  and  pay  the  i 
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tM  tine  in  tbe  fidl  blow  of  bb  srtislie  zvpotalloii;  normUL 
I  see  that  lie  copied  him  welL    Imgedand  zemQiiatnted,biifc 
to  no  effect.     *"  Ah,  Miller,"  be  has  wd,  "^wbat  m&tten  it 
bow  I  junnBe  mjself  1    Ton  bare  stunina  in  yon,  and  w^ 
force  your  waj ;  but  I  want  atrmgtb :  die  woild  will  never 
bear  of  me."     Tbat  OTcrweening  ccmeeit  wbicb  aeems  as 
natural  to  the  joong  man  as  aplayiiil  di^pofiitioa  to  the  kitten, 
or  a  soft  and  timid  <Hie  to  the  pappy*  often  assnmea  »  ridico- 
lona,  and  oftener  still  an  nnamiable,  aqpecfc.    Andyet,thoi^ 
it  originates  many  yery  Iboliah  things,  it  seems  to  be  in  itod^ 
like  the  fimaticism  of  the  Teetotaller,  a  wise  proyisien,  which, 
were  it  not  made  by  nature,  would  leave  most  minds  without 
spring  enough  to  effect,  with  the  required  enei^gy,  the  moTe- 
ments  necessaiy  to  launch  them  iairly  into  busy  or  stodioos 
liik    The  sobered  man  of  mature  age  who  has  learned  pretty 
correctly  to  take  the  measure  of  himself  has  usually  acquired 
botb  habits  and  knowledge  that  assist  him  in  ui^giBg  Ins  on- 
ward way,  and  the  moving  force  of  necessity  always  presses 
him  onward  from  behind ;  but  the  exhilaratii^  c<xivicdon  of 
being  bom  to  superior  parts,  and  to  do  something  astonish- 
ingly clever,  seems  necessary  to  the  young  man  ;  imd  when  I 
see  it  manifesting  itself  if  not  very  £)olishly  cr  very  ofieD- 
sively,  I  usually  think  of  my  poor  friend  William  Boss,  who 
was  unfortunate  enough  wholly  to  want  it;  and  extend  to  it  a 
jretty  ample  toleration.     Ultimately  my  friend  gave  up  paiot- 
ing,  and  restricted  himself  to  the  ornamental  parts  of  his  pro- 
fession, of  which  he  became  very  much  a  master.     In  finish- 
ing a  ceiling  in  oils,  upon  which  he  had  represented  in  bold 
relief  some  of  the  ornately  sculptured  foliage  of  the  architect 
the.gentleman  for  whom  he  wrought  (the  son-in-law  of  a  dis- 
tmguished  artist,  and  himself  an  amateur),  called  <m  his  wiie 
to  admire  the  truthful  and  delicate  shading  of  their  house- 
painter.     It  was  astonishing,  he  said,  and  perhaps  somewhat 
humiliating,  to  see  the  mere  mechanic  trenching  so  decidedijr 
on  the  province  of  the  artist     Poor  William  Ross,  however, 
was  no  mere  mechanic ;  and  even  artists  might  have  regarded 
his  encroachments  on  their  proper  domain  with  more  of  com* 
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plaee&Gf  than  InHailiBtion.  One  of  the  last  pieces  of  work 
upon  wMdli  he  was  ei^gaged  was  a  gorgeously  piunted  ceiling 
in  the  paiaoe  of  some  Iri^  bishop,  which  he  had  been  sent  all 
the  waj  from  Glasgow  to  finish. 

Every  society,  however  homely,  has  its  picturesque  points, 
ncHT  did  even  that  of  the  rather  commonplace  hamlet  in  which 
I  resided  at  this  time  wholly  want  them.  There  was  a  de- 
caying cottage  a  few  doors,  away,  that  had  for  its  inmate  a 
cross-tempered  old  crone,  who  strove  hard  to  set  up  as  a 
witch,  but  broke  down  from  sheer  want  of  the  necessary 
coital.  She  had.  been  one  of  the  underground  workers  of 
Niddry  in  her  time ;  and,  being  as  little  intelligent  as  most 
of  the  other  collier-women  of  the  neighborhood,  she  had  not 
the  necessary  witchJore  to  adapt  her  pretensions  to  the  ca- 
pacity of  belief  which  obtained  in  the  district.  And  so  the 
g^eral  estimate  formed  regarding  her  was  that  to  which  our 
landlady  occasionally  gave  expression.  '^  Donnart  auld  bodie,'^ 
Pe^y  used  to  say ;  '^  though  she  threaps  hersel'  a  witch,  she's 
nae  mair  witch  than  I  am ;  she's  only  just  trying,  in  her  feck- 
less auld  age,  to  make  folk  stand  in  her  reverence."  Old  Alie 
was,  however,  a  curiosity  in  her  way, — quite  malignant  enough 
to  be  a  real  witch,  and  fitted,  if,  with  a  few  more  advantages 
of  aoquirem^t,  she  had  been  antedated  an  age  or  two,  to  be- 
come as  hopeM  a  candidate  for  a  tar-barrel  as  most  of  her 
class.  Her  next  door  neighbor  was  also  an  old  woman,  and 
well«nigh  as  poor  as  the-crone ;  but  she  was  an  easy-tempered, 
genial  sort  of  person,  who  wished  harm  to  no  one ;  and  the 
expression  of  content  that  dwelt  on  her  round  fresh  face, 
which,  after  the  wear  of  more  than  seventy  winters,  still  re- 
tained its  modicum  of  color,  contrasted  strongly  with  the 
jfierce  wretche^ess  that  gleamed  from  the  sharp  and  sallow 
features  of  the  witch.  It  was  evident  that  the  two  old  women, 
though  placed  externally  in  almost  the  same  circumstances, 
had  essentially  a  very  different  lot  assigned  to  them,  and  en- 
joyed existence  in  a  very  unequal  degree.  The  placid  old 
woman  kept  a  solitary  lodger, — ^**  Davie  the  apprentice," — ^a 
waywai^,  eccentric  lad^  much  about  my  own  age,  though  in 
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but  the  second  "  year  of  Us  time,*'  who  used  to  fret  even  her 
temper,  and  who,  after  making  trial  of  I  know  not  how  many 
other  professions,  now  began  to  find  that  his  genins  did  not 
lie  to  the  mallet  Davie  was  stage-mad ;  but  for  the  stage 
nature  seemed  to  have  fitted  him  rather  indifTerently :  she  had 
given  him  a  squat  ungainly  figure,  an  inexpressive  face,  a  voice 
that  in  its  intonations  somewhat  resembled  the  grating  of  a 
carpenter's  saw,  and,  withal,  no  very  nice  conception  of  either 
comic  or  serious  character;  but  he  could  recite  in  the  *'big 
bow-wow  style,"  and  think  and  dream  of  only  plays  and 
play-actors.  To  Davie  the  world  and  its  concerns  seemed 
unworthy  of  a  moment's  care,  and  the  stage  appeared  the  only 
great  reality.  He  was  engaged,  when  I  first  made  his  ac- 
quaintance, in  writing  a  play,  with  which  he  had  already  filled 
a  whole  quire  of  foolscap,  without,  however,  having  quite  en- 
tered upon  the  plot;  and  he  read  to  me  some  of  the  scenes  in 
tones  of  such  energy,  that  the  whole  village  heard.  Though 
written  in  the  kind  of  verse  winch  Dr.  Young  believed  to  be 
the  language  of  angels,  his  play  was  sad  stuff;  and  when  he 
paused  for  my  approbation,  I  ventured  to  suggest  an  alteration 
in  one  of  the  speeches.  "  There,  Sir,"  said  Davie,  in  the  vein 
of  Cambyses,  "  take  the  pen ;  let  me  see.  Sir,  how  you  would 
turn  it."  I  accordingly  took  the  pen,  and  re-wrote  the  speech. 
"  Hum,"  said  Davie,  as  he  ran  his  eye  along  the  lines,  "  that, 
Sir,  is  mere  poetry.  What,  think  you,  could  the  great  Kean 
make  of  feeble  stuff  like  that  ?  Let  me  tell  you.  Sir,  you  have 
no  notion  whatever  of  stage  effect."  I,  of  course,  at  once  ac- 
quiesced ;  and  Davie,  mollified  by  my  submission,  read  to  me 
yet  another  scene.  Cha,  however,  of  whom  he  stood  a  good 
deal  in  awe,  used  to  tease  him  not  a  little  about  his  play.  I 
have  heard  him  inquire  sedulously  about  the  development  of 
the  story  and  the  management  of  the  characters,  and  whether 
he  was  writing  the  several  parts  with  a  due  eye  to  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  leading  actors  of  the  day ;  and  Davie,  not  quite 
sure,  apparently,  whether  Cha  was  in  joke  or  earnest,  was 
usually  on  these  occasions  very  chary  of  reply. 
Davie,  had  he  but  the  means  of  securing  access,  would  have 


Ofiy  XHS  sxcotr  OF  XT  jeoxjcAxicm,        881 

walked  m  eyery  night  to  the  dty  to  attend  the  playhouse ;  and 
it  quite  astonished  him,  he  used  to  say,  that  I,  who  really 
knew  something  of  the  drama,  and  had  four  shillings  a-day, 
did  not  nightly  devote  at  least  one  of  the  four  to  purchase  per- 
fect happiness  and  a  seat  in  the  shilling  gallery.  On  some 
two,  or  at  most  three  occasions,  I  did  attend  the  playhouse, 
aocompanied  hy  Cha  and  a  few  of  the  other  workmen;  hut 
though  I  had  been  greatly  delighted,  when  a  boy,  by  the  act- 
ing <^  a  company  of  strollers  that  had  visited  Cromarty,  and 
converted  the  Council  House  Hall  into  a  theatre,  the  greatly 
better.acting  of  the  Edinburgh  company  failed  to  satisfy  me 
now.  The  few  plays,  however,  which  I  saw  enacted  chanced 
to  be  of  a  rather  mediocre  character,  and  gave  no  scope  for  the 
exhibition  of  nice  histrionic  talent ;  nor  were  any  of  the  great 
actors  of  the  south  on  the  Edinburgh  boards  at  the  time.  The 
stage  scenery,  too,  though  quite  fine  enough  of  its  kind,  had, 
I  found,  altogether  a  different  effect  upon  me  £:om  the  one 
which  it  had  been  elaborated  to  produce.  In  perusipg  our 
fine  old  dramas,  it  was  the  truth  of  nature  that  the  vividly- 
drawn  scenes.and  figures,  and  the  happily  portrayed  charac- 
ters, always  sug^^ested ;  whereas  the  painted  canvas,  and  the 
respectable  but  yet  too  palpable  acting,  served  but  to  unre- 
alize  what  I  saw,  and  to  remind  me  that  I  was  merely  in  a 
theatre.  Farther,  I  deemed  it  too  lai^e  a  price  to  devote  a 
whole  evening  to  see  some  play  acted  which,  mayhap,  as  a 
composition  I  would  not  have  deemed  worth  the  reading ;  and 
80  the  temptation  of  play-going  &iled  to  tempt  me;  and  lat- 
terly, when  my  comrades  set  out  for  the  playhouse,  I  staid  at 
home.  Whatever  the  nature  of  the  process  through  which 
they  have  gone,  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  more  intel- 
ligent mechanics  of  the  present  generation  seem  to  Jiave  landed 
in  coQclusioDs  similar  to  the  one  at  which  I  at  this  time  ar- 
rived. At  least,  for  every  dozen  of  the  class  that  frequented 
the  theatre  thirty  years  ago,  there  is  scarce  one  that  firequents 
it  now.  I  have  said  that  the  scenery  of  the  stage  made  no 
very  fitvorable  impressi<Hi  upon  me.  Some  parts  of  it  must, 
liowever,  have  made  a  considerably  stronger  one  than  I  could 
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bare  supposed  at  the  time.  Fourteen  yean  after,  irhen  tiie 
irbole  seemed  to  have  passed  out  of  memory,  I  was  lying  ill  of 
small-pox,  which,  though  a  good  deal  modified  apparently  by 
the  yaodnation  of  a  long  anterior  period,  was  accompanied  by 
sndi  a  degree  of  fever,  that  for  two  days  together  one  delirious 
image  ecmtinaed  to  succeed  another  in  the  troubled  sensorium, 
as  scene  succeeds  scene  in  the  box  of  an  itinerant  showman. 
As  is  not  uncommon,  however,  in  such  cases,  though  ill  enough 
to  be  haunted  by  the  images,  I  was  yet  well  enough  to  know 
that  they  were  idle  unrealities^  the  mere  effects  of  indisposi- 
tion ;  and  even  sufficientiy  collected  to  take  an  interest  in 
watdiing  them  as  they  arose,  and  in  striving  to  determine 
whether  they  were  linked  tc^ther  by  the  ordinary  associative 
ties.  I  found,  however,  that  they  were  wholly  independent  of 
eadi  other.  Curious  to  know  whether  the  will  exerted  any 
power  over  them,  I  set  myself  to  try  whether  I  could  not  con- 
jure up  a  death^s  head  as  one  of  the  series ;  but  what  rose 
instead  was  a  cheerful  parlor  fire,  bearing  atop  a  tea-kettle ; 
and  as  the  picture  &ded  and  then  vanished,  it  was  succeeded 
by  a  gorgeous  cataract,  in  which  the  white  l^m,  at  first 
strongly  relieved  against  the  dark  rock  over  which  it  fell,  soon 
exhibited  a  deep  tinge  of  sulphurous  blue,  and  then  came 
dashing  down  in  one  frightful  sheet  of  blood.  Hie  great  sin- 
gularity of  the  vision  served  to  freshen  recollection,  and  I  de- 
tected in  the  strange  cataract  every  line  and  tint  of  the  water- 
&11  in  the  incantation  scene  in  ^  Der  Freischutz''  which  I  had 
witnessed  in  the  Hieatre  Royal  of  Edinburgh,  with  certtunly 
no  very  particular  interest,  so  long  before.  There  are,  I  suspect, 
provinces  in  the  philosophy  of  mind  into  winch  the  metaphy- 
sicians have  not  yet  entered.  Of  that  accessible  storehouse  in 
which  the  memories  of  past  events  lie  arranged  and  taped  up, 
they  appear  to  know  a  good  deal ;  but  of  a  mysterious  cabinet 
of  daguerreotype  pictures,  of  which,  though  fest  locked  up  on 
ordinary  occasions,  disease  sometimes  flings  the  door  ajar,  they 
seem  to  know  nothing. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


**  Let  not  this  weak,  unknowing  hand, 
PntuBie  thy  bolU  to  thKnr." 

Port. 

Thx  great  fires  of  the  Parliament  Close  and  the  High  Street 
were  events  of  this  winter,  A  countryman,  who  had  left  town 
when  the  old  spire  of  the  Iron  Church  was  blazing  like  a 
torch,  and  the  large  group  of  buildings  nearly  opposite  the 
Cross  still  enveloped  in  flame  from  ground-floor  to  roof*tree, 
passed  our  work-shed,  a  little  after  two  o'clock,  and,  telling  us 
what  he  had  seen,  remarked  that,  if  the  conflagration  went  on 
as  it  was  doing,  we  would  have,  as  our  next  season's  employ- 
ment, the  Old  Town  of  Edinburgh  to  rebuild.  And  as  the 
evening  closed  over  our  labors,  we  went  in  to  town  in  a  body^ 
to  see  the  fires  that  promised  to  do  so  mudi  for  us.  The  spire 
had  burnt  out,  and  we  could  but  catch  between  us  and  the 
darkened  sky,  the  square  abrupt  outline  of  the  masonry  atop 
that  had  supported  the  wooden  broach,  whence,  only  a  lew 
hours  before,  fergusson's  bell  had  descended  in  a  molten 
shower.  The  flames,  too,  in  the  upper  group  of  buildings 
were  restricted  to  the  lower  storeys,  and  flared  fitfully  on  the 
tall  forms  and  bright  swords  of  the  dragoons,  drawn  from  the 
neighboring  barracks,  as  they  rode  up  and  down  the  middle 
space ;  or  gleamed  athwart  the  street  on  groupes  of  wretched- 
looking  women  and  ruffian  men,  who  seemed  scanning  with 


gseedj  e je»  the  still  usnsmored  heqps  of  faousi^ioM  goo& 
rescued  from  the  burning  tenements.  The  first  figare  that 
caught  my  eye  was  a  singularly  ludicrous  one.  Removed 
from  the  burning  mass  by  but  the  thickness  of  a  wall,  there 
was  a  barber's  shop  brLUiantiy  lighted  wit^  gas,  the  uncor- 
tained  window  of  which  permitted  die  q^ectators  outside  to 
see  whatever  was  going  on  in  the  interior.  The  barber  was 
as  busily  at  work  as  if  he  was  a  hundred  miles  from  the 
scene  of  danger,  though  the  engines  at  the  time  were  playii^ 
against  the  out^de  of  his  gable  wall;  and  theimmediate  sub- 
ject under  his  hand%  as  my  eye  vested  upon  horn,  was  ait  im<- 
mensdy  fiit  old  fellow,  on  whose  round  bald  forehead  and 
ruddy  dieeks  the  perspiration,  occasioned  by  the  oven-like 
heat  of  the  place,  was  standing  out  in  hugedn^^s^  and  whose 
vast  mouth,  widdy  opened  to  aoeommodate  the  man  of  the 
rasor,  gave  to  his  oountenanoe  such  an  expres^on  as  I  have 
sometimes  seen  in  gDotesque  Gothic  beads  of  that  9§b  of  art 
IB  which  the  eodesiastical  ardatect  bc^m  to  m»ke  sport  of 
his  religion.  The  next  olijeet  that  presented  itself  was,  bow^ 
evei^  of  a  more  sobtidng  description.  A  poor  wOrldng  man, 
laden  with  his  &vorite  piece  of  furniture,  a  ^ass^fronted  pvess^ 
or  cupboard,  which  he  had  suoeeeded  in  Mscuiifeg  from  him 
hnwnhig  dwelling,  was  ^necging  from  one  of  the  lanes,  fol- 
lowed by  his  wife^  wheBf,  sttiking  his  ibot  agakist  soioie  ob* 
Steele  iathe  w^,  or  staggering  from  tite  too  great  weagM  of 
his  load,  he  toltered  agamst «  projeoting  comer,  and  Hie  gtaaed' 
door  was  driven  in  with  a  crash.  Th«pe  was  bepeless  misery 
m  the  waflii^  cvy  of  1^  w^,— **  0^  rsdii,  vuin  I — it^  loei 
too  l"  Nor  was  his  own  despMring  response  less  sad  v — ^**Aye, 
aye,  puir  lassie,  its  a^  at  an  end  noo."  Curious  as  it  may  seem, 
the  wild  exdtement  of  the  scene  had  at  first  rather  exhilarated 
thatn  depressed  my  spirits ;  but  die  incident  of  the  glaas  cup* 
board  served  to  awaken  the  proper  feeling;  and  as  I  canae* 
more  in  oontaet  with  the  misery  of  the  catastrophe,  and 
marked  the  groups  of  shivering  houseless  creatures  that 
watched  beside  the  broken  fragments  of  their  stui^  I  saw 
what  g  dive  ealam^  e-great  fire  really  la.    Newiy  ffw^hw^ 
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drodiasaiiikft  w^erealmidy  attkis  time  cagt  homeless  into  the 
sireete.  Shortly  before  <]^tiiig  the  s(»ne  of  the  conflagratk^ 
for  the  country,  I  passed  aloi^  a  oommon  stair,  which  led  from 
the  Parliament  Close  towards  the  Cowgate,  Arough  a  tail  old 
domifflle,  eleven  sfecMfeys  in  height,  and  I  afterwards  remem- 
bered that  the  passage  was  occupied  by  a  smouldering  oppress- 
ive vapor,  which,  from  the  direction  of  the  wind,  could 
ssarce  have  been  derived  £pom  the  adjacent  conflagration, 
though  at  the  time,  without  thinking  mu<A  of  the  circum- 
stanee,  I  eondiided  it  m^ht  have  come  creeping  westwards 
on  sone  low  cross  current  along  the  narrow  lanes.  In  less 
than  an  hour  after,  that  lofty  tenement  was  wrapped  in  flames, 
fkwa  the  ground  storey  to  more  than  a  hundred  feet  over  its 
taUest  dumneys,  fmd  about  sixty  additicMial  &m0ie8,  its  ten- 
ants^ were  cast  into  the  streets  with  the  others.  My  Mend 
William  Ross  afterwajrds  assured  me,  that  never  had  he  wit- 
nessed anything  equal  in  grandeur  to  this  last  of  the  confla- 
gttttions*  Directly  over  the  sea  of  fire  below,  the  low-browed 
clouds  above  seemed  as  if  charged  with  a  sea  of  blood,  that 
lightened  and  darkened  by  fits  as  the  flames  rose  and  fell ;  and 
flir  and  wide>  tower  and  spire,  and  tall  house-top,  glared  out 
agamst  a  background  of  darkness,  as  if  they  had  been  broug^ 
to  a  red  heat  by  some  great  subterranean,  earth-bom  fii^,'that 
was&stYising  to  wri^  the  entire  city  in  destructaon.  Hie  old 
dmrch  of  St.  Giles,  he  said,  with  the  fimtastic  masonry  of  its 
pale  gray  tower,  bathed  in  crimson,  and  that  of  its  dark  rude 
walls  suflueed  in  a  bn»ized  umber,  and  with  the  red  li^ 
gleaming  inwards  throng  its  huge  mullioned  windows,  and 
flickering  on  its  stone  rooi^  formed  one  of  the  most  pictur- 
esque objeofes  he  had  ever  seen.* 


*  The  extreme  piotaresqneoett  of  these  flres,— ia  pert  a  coneequenoe  of  the  great 
height  and  pecaliar  aiefaitectnre  of  the  beildlags  which  they  destra^edf^oai^ht  the 
nice  eye  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  ^  I  can  conceive,"  we  find  him  saying,  in  one  of  Ua 
letters  of  the  period,  ^no  sight  more  grand  or  terrible  than  to  see  these  lofty  build- 
ings on  life  from  top  to  bottom,  vomiiing  ont  flames,  Hlce  a  volcano,  fh>m  every 
aperlnn,  aii4ftial]y  enahlng  down,  ene  afler  another,  into  an  abyw  of  flre^  whioh 
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I  MSMtimM  hMid  old  Dr.  Colqidwua  of  Lsilii  praaflL 
There  vere  fewer  audiors  among  the  dergy  in  thoaedaje  than 
aov;  and  I  felt  a  epedal  intereet  in  a  U^iog  divine  who  had 
written  so  gooda  book,  that  my  Uncle  Sandy — no  mean  judge 
in  eooh  matten — had  assigned  to  it  a  plaee  in  his  little  theo- 
logical library,  among  the  writings  of  the  great  divinea  <^other 
agea.  The  old  man's  preaching  days,  ere  the  winter  of  18^ 
were  well  nigh  done :  he  oonld  soaroe  make  himself  heard  over 
half  the  area  of  his  laige,  hulking  diapel,  whioh  was,  how- 
ever, always  less  than  half  filled ;  but,  thou^  the  feeble  t^aoo 
teasingly  strained  the  ear,  I  liked  to  listen  to  his  quainily-at- 
tired  but  usually  very  solid  theology;  and  found,  as  I  thong)bt, 
mote  matter  in  lus  discourses  than  in  those  of  men  whe^q^oJse 
louder  and  in  a  flasluer  style.  Theworthy  man,  however,  did 
me  a  mischief  at  this  time.  There  had  been  a  great  Musioal 
Festival  held  in  Edinibui^h  about  three  weeks  previous  to  the 
conflagration,  at  whioh  oratorios  were  performed  in  the  <»di- 
nary  pagan  style,  in  which  amateurs  play  at  devoticm,  without 
even  professing  to  feel  it ;  and  the  Doctor,  in  his  first  swsDoa 
after  the  great  fires,  gave  s^ous  ezpreeinon  to  the  conviction, 
Aat  tii&y  were  judgments  sent  upon  Edinburgh,  to  avei^  the 
profiuuty  of  its  Musical  Festival.  Edinburgh  had  sinned,  he 
said,  and  Edinbui^h  was  now  punished;  and  it  wasaeoording 
to  the  Divine  economy,  he  added,  that  judgments  admimstered 
exactly  after  the  manner  of  the  infliction  which  we  had  just 
witnessed  should  fell  upon  citieB  and  kiogdoma.  I  liked  the 
reasoning  very  ill,  I  knew  only  two  ways  in  wMofa  God's 
judgments  could  be  determined  to  be  really  sueh,-r-«itber 
through  direct  revelation  flnom  God  himael^  or  ii^  those  csaea 
in  which  they  take  place  so  much  in  accordant  with  Hie 
fixed  laws,  and  in  such  relation  to  the  c^Cence  or  crime  visited 


Bbl«l  DOlliliig  bat  hell ;  for  there  were  vaults  of  wine  and  fpUitft  which  Bent 
up  huge  Jets  of  flames  whenever  they  were  called  into  activity  by  the  fall  of  thea^ 
massive  fragvieots.  Between  the  comer  of  the  Parliament  Square  and  the  TVtm 
Olln^3l^  an  la  dMboyed  exeeptf  n9  ioine  new  biiiMii«i  at  th*  tower  CBli^^ 
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in  tbcsn  bj  punishment,  that  man,  simply  by  Ifie  exercise  of 
his  lutsonal  faculties,  and  reasoning  from  cause  to  effi^,  as  is 
his  nature,  can  determine  them  for  himself.  And  the  great 
Edinbtti^  fires  hadtx>me  under  neither  cat^orj.  God  did 
not  reyeid  tlmt  he  had  punished  the  tradesmen  and  mechanics 
of  the  High  Street  for  the  musical  sins  of  the  lawyers  and  land- 
owners of  Abcrcrombie  Place  and  Charlotte  Square ;  nor  could 
any  natural  relation  be  established  between  the  oratorios  in  the 
Paariiiament  House  or  the  concerts  in  the  Theatre  Royal,  and 
the  conflagrations  opposite  the  Cross  or  at  the  top  of  the  TVon 
C%unih  Steele.  All  that  could  be  proven  in  the  case  were 
the  fiicts  of  the  festival  and  of  the  fires ;  and  the  farther 
ftct,  that,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  there  was  no  visi- 
ble connecticm  between  them,  and  that  it  was  not  the  people 
who  had  joised  in  the  one  that  had  suffered  from  the  others. 
And  the  Doctor's  ailment  seemed  to  be  the  perilously  loose 
one,  that  as  God  had  sometimes  of  old  visited  cities  and  na- 
tions with  judgments  which  had  no  apparent  connectaon  with 
tlie  sins  punished,  and  which  could  not  be  recognized  as  judg- 
mento  had  not  He  himself  told  that  such  they  were,  the  Edin- 
h«ii^  fires,  of  which  he  had  told  nothing,  might  be  properly 
i:>^;aided-HBeeing  that  they  had  in  the  same  way  no  conneo- 
tion  with  the  oratorios,  and  had  wrought  no  mischief  to  the 
people  who-  had  patronised  the  oratorios-His  special  judg- 
ments on  the  oratorios.  The  good  old  Papist  had  said,  ^  I 
believe  because  it  is  impossible.''  What  the  Doctor  in  this 
instanoe  seined  to  say  was,  ^  I  believe  because  it  is  not  in  the 
least  likely.''  I^  I  ai^ued.  Dr.  Colquhoun's  own  house  and 
llbniry  had  been  burnt,  he  would  no  doubt  very  properly  have 
deemed  the  inflietion  a  great  trial  to  himself;  but  on  what 
principal  oottld  he  have  further  held  that  it  was  not  only  a 
trial  to  himself,  but  also  a  judgment  on  his  neighbor  ?  If  we 
must  not  believe  that  the  foiling  of  the  tower  of  Siloam  was  a 
special  vimtation  on  the  sins  of  the  poor  men  whom  it  crushed, 
how,  or  on  what  grounds,  are  we  to  believe  that  it  was  a  &9>e- 
cial  vitttatkm  en  the  sins  <^  ^  men  whom  it  did  not  in  the 
leest  ii^tire  1    I  fear  I  remembered  Dr.  Colquhoun's  remarks- 
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<mtlie£ve  better  Ibimaiight  eke  I  e?erlMftrdftomI^  ftay^ 
I  must  add,  lliat  nothiDg  had  I  ever  found  in  the  writMigH  <^ 
the  sceptics  that  had  a  worse  efifect  on  my  mind ;  and  I  now 
mention  the  circumstance  to  show  how  sober  in  applicatioBs 
of  the  kind,  in  an  age  like  the  present,  a  thec^(^;ian  should  ba 
It  was  some  time  ere  I  f<^got  the  ill  savor  of  that  dead  fly; 
and  it  was  to  beliefe  (^  a  serious  and  very  important  class 
that  it  served  for  a  time  to  impart  its  own  doabtiliilcharaeler. 
But  from  the  minister  whose  diapdi  I  ofbrnieiBft  attended,  i 
was  little  in  danger  of  having  m  j  beliefe  unsettiM  by  i«8soo* 
ings  of  this  stumbling  east.  ^*  Be  sure,"  said  beth  my  tm^ea, 
as  I  was  quitting  Cromarty  for  the  south, — ^*'  be  sure  yon  go 
andhearDrM'Grie.''  And  so  Dr.  M'Crie  I  did  go  and 
hear;  and  not  once  or  twice,  but  often.  The  biegmpher  of 
Knox, — ^to  employ  the  language  in  wlueh  Wotdaworth  d6> 
scribes  the  humble  hero  of  the  *'  f^oorsimi," — 

^  Was  a  man 
Whom  no  one  oonld  have  passed  without  remark." 

And  on  first  attending  his  chtti^,  I  found  that  I  hnd  nnirlt- 
tingly  seen  him  before,  and  tJiat  without  remaik  I  had  niPt 
passed  him.  I  had  extended  one  of  my  usual  evening  Wldks, 
shortly  alter  eommendng  work  at  Nid<iy,  in  the  dIredHon  of 
the  southern  suburb  of  Edinburgh,  and  was  sauBtering  through 
one  of  the  gre^  lanes  of  Liberton,  when  I  met  a  gentleman 
wbose  appearance  at  onoe  struck  me.  He  was  a  snugulflfriy 
erect,  "spare,  tall  man,  and  bore  about  him  an  air  whkh, 
neillier  wholly  cleriGal  nor  whoHy  m^itary,  seemed' to  b«  a 
curious  compound  of  both.  Tbe  oountenanoe  was  pale,  acid 
the  expression,  as  I  thought,  somewhat  mdaaieholy ;  but  an 
fur  of  sedate  power  sat  so  palpably  on  every  feature,  that  I 
stood  arrested  as  he  passed,  and  for  half  a  minute  or -so  ib- 
mained  looking  after  him.  He  wore,  over  a  suit  of  hkhidk,  a 
brown  great-coat,  with  the  neck  a  good  deal  whitened  by  pow- 
der, and  the  rim  of  the  hat  behind,  which  was  slightly  tamed 
up,  bore  a  similar  stain.  "  There  is  maiic  about  that  <dd- 
fitsjiioned  man,"  I  said  to  mysdf :  ^  who  or  wkat<»n  h«  bef ' 


OR, 
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OttviovMly^Mioi^h,  the  ajpparent  eoiabm«tk«  oi  the  militarj 
and  t]]«ielerioal  m  Ma  gwt  and  ttr  suggested  to  me  Sir  Bichard 
Steele's  atory,  in  the  Tattler,"  of  the  old  offioar  who,  acting 
lA  the  doable  oafmeity  of  major  and  diaplain  to  his  regiment, 
eballeaged  a  jov^  man  £>r  blasphemy,  and,  a^r  disarming, 
ivould  not  4ake  him  to  meroy  until  he  had  first  begged  pardon 
of  God  upon  Ma  knees  on  the  doelling-gioimd,  for  the  irrey- 
•renee  mth  which  he  had  treated  His  name.  My  curiosity 
Tegavdisg  the  stranger  gentleiDaQ  was  soon  gratified.  Next 
Saturday  I  attended  the  Doot(»r's  chapel,  and  saw  the  tall,  spare, 
Qksan&o^Bulitixj  looking  man  in  the  pulpit.  I  have  a  good 
deal  of  fiuth  in  the  military  air,  when,  in  the  character  of 
a  natural  trait,  I  fuid  it  strongly  marking  ogien  who  never 
served  in  the  army.  I  have  not  yet  seen  it  borne  by  a  civilian 
who  had  not  in  him  at  least  the  elements  of  the  soldier ;  nor  ^ 
can  I  doubt  that,  had  Dr.  M'Crie  been  a  Scotch  covenanter  of 
the  times  of  CSiarles  U.,  the  insui^ents  at  Bothwell  would 
have  had  what  they  sadly  wanted, — ^a  general.  The  shrewd 
sense  of  his  discourses  had  great  charms  for  me ;  and,  though 
not  a  flashy,  nor,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  even  an 
eloqoent  {Nreach^,  there  were  none  of  the  other  Edinburgh 
clergy  his  contemporaries  to  whom  1  found  1  could  listen  with 
greater  profit  or  satis&ction.  A  simple  incident  which  oc- 
ourred  during  my  first  momix^  attendance  at  his  chapel, 
atrei^ly  impressed  me  with  a  sense  of  his  sagacity.  There 
waeagreat  deal  of  coughing  in  the  place,  the  effect  of  a  recent 
diangei^weathw;  and  the  Doctor,  whose  voice  was  not  a  strong 
one,  and  who  seemed  somewhat  annoyed  by  the  ruthless  inter- 
ruptions, sU^ing  suddenly  short  in  the  mickQe  of  his  argument, 
made  a  dead  pauae^  Wlwn  people  are  taken  greatly  by  sur- 
prise, they  cease  to  oough/-Hi  circumstance  on  which  he  had 
evidently  calculated.  Every  eye  was  now  turned  towards  him, 
and  for  a  fidl  minute  so  dead  was  the  silence,  that  one  might 
have  heard  a  pia  drop.  '^  I  see,  my  friends,"  said  the  Doctor, 
resuming  speech,  with  a  suppressed  smile, — ^''I  see  you  can 
be  ail  quiet  enough  when  I  am  quiet."  There  was  not  a  little 
geofimestEBfeegy  in  the  rebuke^  and  as  cough  lies  a  good  deal 
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msm  under  tl»  loflMiwe  of  the  irilL.llMii  iqcm*m 

poM|  fiuoh  wa»  its  efibet,  tbit  dmng  Ait  iwt  o£  tbeday  Ibsm 

was  not  a  tidie  of  the  piewiis  eouf^hiDg. 

Tbeone-Toooaed  eottege  which  I  dbered  with  ito  tbne  clber 
InmiKtaBy  did  ]K>t  present  aU  the  poisiMe  eeiivieDiec^ 
but  it  had  a  little  table  in  a  oonunv  at  wUeh  I  eontiBved  t» 
writea  good  deal;  and  mj  bookrahdlf  alpeadj  eyhtbtlted  from 
twenty  to  thirty  voluzoes,  pieked  up  on  Satwday  evening  al 
the  book-etalls  of  the  city,  and  whioh  were  all  aooeaniini  to  - 
my  little  library.  I,  besidea,  got  a  few  volumea  to  read  from 
my  friend  William  Boss,  and  a  few  more  thronf^-my  woriL/ 
fellow  €ha;  and  ao  my  rateof  aequirem^it  in  book^mowl- 
ledge,  if  not  equal  to  that  of  some  foimer  years,  at  least  eon* 
aiderably  exceeded  what  it  had  been  in  the  previoaa.seaaoii, 
which  I  had  £9>ent  in  the  Highlands,  and  duxing  which  I  had 
perused  only  three  volumear*<«ieof  tfae  tiiree  a  alim  voinaDe 
of  slim  poems,  by  a  lady,  and  the  ol&er,  thtf  (rather  onrioiBi 
ihan  edifying  work,  ^'Presbyterian  Eloquesioe  Dii^layed.'' 
The  cheap  literature  had  not  yet  been  called  into  exiatenoe ; 
and,  without  in  the  least  undenraluuig  its  advantages,  it  wa% 
I  daie  say,  better,  on  the  whole,  as  a  omental  exeeoiisey- and 
greatly  b^ter  in  the  provision  which  it  madelbr  thefoture,  that 
I  should  have  to  urge  my  way  throiu^  Ihe  works  of  our  beaft 
writers  in  prose  and  verse, — ^works  whidi  always  made  an 
impression  on  the  menMHry,— -tiian  that  1  ahoiM  have  been 
engaged,  instead,  in  piokiag  up  odds  and  ends  of  iaiGarmatioa 
from  leose  essays,  the  haety  jv oduetions  q£  mem  teo  littki 
vigorous,  or  too  little  at  leisure,  to  imptess  upon  thdr  writings 
the  fltan^  of  their  own  individuality*  in  quiet  moonhgfat- 
nights  I  found  it  exceedingly  pleasant  to  aaunite  all  akne 
ihioughthe.Niddry  woeds^  AfooftBght^glvea  to  even  leafless 
groves  the  charms  of  fuU  foliage,  and  ooneeala  tameBeaa  of  x 
outline  in  a  landsci^.  1  found  it  angularly  agreeable,  too^  to 
listen,  from  a  solitude  so  profoend  as  that  whidh  a  shovt  walk 
secured  to  me,  to  the  distant  bells  of  the  city  ringing  out^aa 
the  dock  strucJ^  eight,  the  old  cur£^w  peal ;  luid  to  mark,  from 
under  theinterlacing  boughs  of  a  kn^-arcdaed  vietay 'the.  inlaK^ 
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LoftbeiMiikrillil^ht  iKTWlnrigtoniing  mA  now 
fiidiiig,i»tJwiaBthorm  Involved*  In  shorty  the  winter  pusd^ 
not  unplfiasaatljaway :  i  had  nowtaa^boDg  to  asmoj  me  in  the 
^mrfe^hed;  and  my  only  flerioua  eare  arose  fieom  my  unlocky 
faiENtte  in  Leiiii,iOT  winch  i  finmd  myself  sommoned  one  morn^ 
iag  hy  an  offioeivlooking  man,  to  pay  neady  diree  pounds,—- 
the  kstiastalEmeat  whieh  I  owed,  i  was  toM,  as  one  of  the 
hariters  «f  the  place,  £at  its  Me  new  drardi.  I  must  confess 
I  was  wielced  enough  to  wish,  on  this  ooeaston,  that  the  prop- 
eity  on  the  Ceal-hlll  had  been  included  in  the  judgment  on 
the  Muaiosl  FesftivaL  But  riioTdy  after,  not  less  to  my  as- 
toniflfament  ibxa  ddii^t,  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Veitch  that 
he  had  at  length  found  a  purdiaser  for  my  house ;  and,  after 
gettiiig  myself  served  heir  to  my  fether  before  the  court  of 
the  Canongate,  and  payii^  a  larger  arrear  of  feu-duty  to  that 
TeDerable  corporation,  in  which  I  had  to  recognize  my  feudal 
saperier,  I  got  myself  as  surdy  dissevered  fh>m  the  Cod-hill 
as  Tpeftlt  and  parohment' could  do  it,  and  pocketed,  in  virtue 
of  ^  transaction,  a  balance  of  about  fifty  pounds.  As  nearly 
as  I  ootdd  calxmlate  on  what  the  property  had  cost  ns,  from 
first  to  last^  the  cwnpatiHmi  whkk  it  paid  was  one  of  about 
five  fihillings  in  tlie  pound.  And  such  was  the  concludhig 
passage  in  the  history  of  a  legacy  which  threatened  for  a  time 
toi  be  tne  ruin  of  ^  finnily.  Wh^  I  last  passed  aloi^  the 
CoaLhill,  I  saw  my  umquhile  house  existhig  as  a  bit  of  d!ngy 
wall,  a  single  storey  in  hca^t^  and  perforated  by  three  nactow 
old<&shioned  doors,  jealously  boarded  up,  and  apparently,  as 
in  ike  days  when  it  was  mine,  of  no  manner  of  use  in  the 
wocid.r  I  trust,  however,  it  is  no  kniger  the  pontive  mischief 
to  Ha  ptoprietk»*^lliat  it  was  to  me. 

13»  busy  season  had  noNr  &irly  eottmienced :  wages  were 
&i^  momiting  up  to  the  krrel  of  the  fbrmer  year,  which  they 
ultimately  overtopped ;  and  employment  Imd  become  rery 
abundant.  I  found,  however,  that  it  might  be  well  for  me  to 
ritem  home  for  a  few  months.  The  dust  of  the  stone  which  I 
had  been  honing  Ibr  the  last  twb  years  had  b^un  to  ofTeet  my 
luBSiV  M  tiny  had  fa«8ft  affiMtted  inthe'last  autnmn  of  my  ap-' 
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i]^ov»  radar 41m  inihwniio  of  the  i^Ahi  sQiMil*ooi^^rs  sup- 
pose, eiK^  was  ks  efieek^  thet  dma§  tke  veet  o£itlie  day  there 
was  BDt  a  tithe  of  the  pmwkmB  wo^bmg. 

The  oiie-vooiBedootti^  which  I  dbared  with  its  three  otL 
innMlee^didiiotpNaeDtaUlfaepoenMeeeiiysiiieiices  for  stu< 
but  it  had  a  little  table  in  a  oomer,  at  which  I  coDtri\  < 
uritea  good  deal;  and  my  book^dtf  ah»ady  exhibited 
tfreaty  to  thirty  volumee,  pieked  up  on  Satisfy  even  i  i 
the  book-etaUa  of  the  oity,  sad  m^dch  were  all  acces- 
my  little  library.    I,  beaidesy  got  a  few  volumes  to  i 
my  friend  WiUiam  Boas,  and  a  few  more  through  i 
fellow  €ha;  and  ao  my  lato <^  aequirement  in  ]  • 
ledge,  if  not  equal  to  that  <^  aosne  former  years,  at  i 
siderably  exceeded  what  it  had  been  in  the  previous  ^ 
whi<^  I  had  qient  in  the  Highlands,  and  during  whicn  • 
perused  only  three  volumea,-— one  of  the  three  a  slim  v  (r. 
ci  alma  poems,  by  a  lady^  and  the  other,  the  xati^r  c<u  m  > 
than  edifying  work,  ^Presbyterian  Eloquence  D^B^sny^^^ :, 
The  cheap  literature  had  not  yet  been  called  into  e^^ovcij :  -n^„ 
and,  without  in  the  least  undervaluing  its  advauta^ca,  to  >vjaic^ - 
I  dare  say,  better,  on  the  whole,  m  a  in  t 

greatly  better  in  the  provision  which  it  mmi^ 
I  should  have  to  urge  my  wa?  through  ih^^^ 
writers  in  prose  and  verse,— works  wKw 
impression  on  the  memory, — thim  tliat  I 
engaged,  instead,  in  pickiug  up  odd^  and  f 
troin  loose  essay  gi,  the  lui^y  prrvduetirjii' 
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^  I  \!  I  vied  that  I  was  to 

''  ■  •»:.  1  prolossions ; 

r  r)rluiiatoly 

•   »:    •  '  •  "V  IV- 


P 

led 

made 

hi  had 

urn  to  the 

s  Lodginge, 

.  interest,  as  tlM 

.    N  orih  at  its  head^ 

"low.     Cousin  WU« 

riio  with  great  kindoen, 

*  to  the  scold  which  I  de- 

"Is  were  to  look  in  upon  him 

to  do,  what  I  would  &in  hare 

waiting,  on  his  express  invite* 

Thoy  were,  I  ascertained,  akkOy 

-ivinity,  in  attendance  at  the  dassee 

t  at  all  the  formidable  sort  of  pevsoos 

.  .1)1(1  finding  nothing  very  unattainable 

and  as  Cousin  William  made  a  dead  set 

'  out,"  I  at  length  ventured  to  raing^  in 

''u<r  Stand  me  in  some  stead.    Theve  wifl 

'-'^  that  evening,  in  the  apartment  beknr, 

:il>.     The  night  I  spent  with  my  couam 

was  correct,  and  the  Noetei  not  a  mere 

'-("H  Amhrosianoe;  and  lain  would 

.!P'>nt.  from  some  quiet  oomer,  the 

■ :  I  »'<  >wu  so  widely ;  but  I  have  ever 

'    -though  I  have  alwi^s  atroogly 

Aii\  personal  aj^peacaooe  of  oele- 

1  had  ere  now  aenienil  tuaea  Iki- 
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SBiliBg  m  fleali  and  stitegtii  to  raidv  it  aafiite  meto^ttt- 
oovBtertlieocMMwqQeiioesofaimtiier  aea^^  hasd?w)efkM« 
sfeone^iitler.  Ffom  the  bIi^  (^  tin  maladj  at  ^tiikb  I  htd 
ilretd  J  arrived,  poor  workmen,  unable  to  do  ^dnt  I  did^  tfarow 
theHwdTes  loose  from  tbmr  empioyflftettt,  aadankin^xor 
eig^t  months  ittio  the  grare^-^Hsome  at  an  ead^er,  somB  at  a 
later  peanod  of  lile;  Im*  so  general  is  the  afieetion,  that  fenr-fif 
ovr  Ednfonr^  stone-eatters  pass  tUrfertielkyear  onsesthad, 
and  not  one  out  of  every  fifty  of  their  number  evier  lesdies  kb 
Ihrty4iftii«  I  aoeordinf^y  engaged  my  paossf^  for  the  math 
In  sn.  IniFenLfiBS  sloop^  and  took  leave  of  my  fer  MssndBf^ 
tlie  exedlait  foveman  g£  ihB  Niddry  aqoad,  and  of  C%o<«id 
John  WSsetai,  with  both  of  wbom,  notwithstanding  ihsir  Sf^ 
^te<3haraeters,  I  had  become  veapy.intlmate.  AnftSHg  theiett, 
too,  I  took  leaveof  apatecaai  oouski  aettied  in  Leith,  thewfe 
of  a  geniakhearted  saik>F,  nuBler  of  a  now  wholly  obsolete  ^pe 
of  Tessri,  one  of  Ite  old  Leilli  and  Londieet  e]iaadc%  w^tR^lu^ 
alt^e  mast,  massive  and  tall  as  thabof  afirigate,  and  a  msia- 
sail  of  a  <^iarter  of  an  acre.  I  lad  reoeived  mm^  kindneiB 
from  itay  oomsm,  idio,  besides  her  rcialMniship'to  my  ^Mto, 
had  been  a  c^Mitemporary  and  early  fidend  of  my  xnedME^s; 
and  my  welcome  l&om  ^tie  master  her  hiisbandr^^*oBe  of  the 
best^attnred  men  I  ever  kaew«-*used  always  to  be  one  -of 
Hie  hecoiiest.  And  after  pasting  £rom  Cbuaa  HarahaU,  I 
mustered  up  resolution  enough,  to  call  on  yet  another  esusun. 
Ciousin  WiMiam,  the  ddeet  edn  of  my  Sutherlandshire  aaat^ 
had  been  for  some  years  -settied  in  EdiiriMagh,  irst  as  an  opper 
derk  and  manager,-*-rfi)r,  after  kis  fiulore  aa  a  menhsBt,  he 
had  to  begin  lihe  w<M-ld  anew;  and  now,in.4lle:iqieoiilal!lon 
year^  he  had  succeeded  in  estaMisbinga  baniiiei  fir  MmasUf 
wbidi  bore  about  it  a  hopelbl  and  i^romising  air  so  kng  es  the 
over^genial  season  lasted,  but  fell^  with  many  a  move  de^If- 
rooted  establidnhent,  ia  the  ten^iiast  whldi  followed*  Oa 
quit^fig  the  north,  i  had  be^  chaiged  with  a letterte hifn 
by  his  Mh^,  wUcli  1  kBow,iK>weTer,  to  be  wheUy  lassa^ 
mendatoryofBtyBefti;aadjsoihad.ftikdteidd]rTerHi   Omt^ 


WiffiMn^  lite  Unole  JsoMS)  fatd  ftiHj  espeeted  Ifaifi  I  im  to 
■sake  my  way  in  life  in  some  «iie  of  the  teamed  prc^esaiiNui ; 
and  as  his  po8itioiH-4^x>ugh,  aa  Ike  result  iinfortuiiatolj 
showed)  a  utA  very  seoiire  one-^-was  OfMiaderably  in  advanoe 
oi  mine,  I  kept  aloof  from  him,  in  the  character  of  a  poor  r^ 
lation,  who  was  quite  as  ptoud  as  he  was  poor,  and  m  the  be* 
lief  that  hn  new  fHends,  of  whom,  I  understood,  he  had  now 
well  n^h  as  many  as  before,  woidd  hold  that  the  eonsiBship 
of  a  mere  working  mandid  him Mtde  credit.  Hehad  leaned 
from  home,  however,  that  I  was  in  Edinburgh,  and  had  made 
note  few  ineifeetual  attempts  to  find  me  out,  of  whieh  I  had 
heard;  and  new,  on  forming  my  reaolittion  to  return  to  the 
Berth,  I  waited  upon  him  at  his  rooms  in  Ambrose's  Lodgings, 
•-Hit  that  time  possessed  of  a  sort  of  dassical  inttfeat^  as  the 
fiimous  i^aokwood  Qub,  with  Quristopber  North  at  its  head^ 
used  to  meet  in  the  hotel  immediately  bek>w.  Cousin  Wil* 
liam  had  a  warm  heart,  and  reoeiTed  me  witii  great  kindness, 
thoi^fa  I  had,  of  course,  to  submit  to  the  scold  ^diioh  I  de- 
served; and  as  some  young  friencb  were  to  look  in  upon  him 
in  tiie  evening,  he  siud,  I  had  to  do,  what  I  would  fem  ha^va 
avoided)  perform  penance,  by  waiting,  on  his  express  invita* 
tion,  to  meet  with  them.  They  were,  I  ascertained,  dnefiy 
students  of  medieiBe  and  divinity,  in  attendance  at  the  dassaa 
of  the  Univ»stty,  and  not  at  all  the  fermidable  sort  of  persons 
I  had  feared  to  meet;  and  finding  nothing  very  unattainable 
in  their  conversation,  and  as  Cousin  William  znadeadead  set 
OB  me>^to  bring  me  out,"  I  at  l^gth  ventured  to  nung^  in 
it,  and  £3and  my  reading  stand  me  in  some  stead*  There  waa 
a  meeting,  we  were  told,  that  evening,  in  the  apartment  bdow, 
<^  the  Bhiokwood  Club*  Hie  night  I  spent  wil^  my  ooobib 
was,  if  our  iaferraadenwas  correct,  and  ^beNoeiu  notamere 
mytii,  one  of  the  femous  Noctes  Ambronanas;  and  fein  would 
I  ha^e  seen,  fer  but  a  moment,  from  some  quiet  comer,  the 
men  whose  names  feme  had  blown  00  widely;  butlhoveever 
beenanltteky  in  the  ourioslty — thoa^  I  have  alwi^  stroaglj 
enteitained  it*"-wfaidk  haa  the  psrscoial  appearanoe  of  cele- 
bnted  menferitaoki^    I  hadieiaiMwaeipetalrtiBMwlii^ 
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gtraiift  OMrtl»fllawBl<)C«Sstaidft  opponte  tile  boose 

of  &»  Walter  Soolk,  in  Hie  hopeof  eslciiHig  a  glknpseof  6i»t 
gnalirnler  and  feiMniaa,bBt  had  iieyer  been  sneceasiy  I 
aould  film,  too^  hmr^  men  Hogg  (who  at  llie  l^me  ooeasfonaOy 
WHiad  Edinhaigh) ;  with  Jefiiej;  old  Dogald  Btewsrt,  -who 
itm  Hved;  JhUu,  and  Pyofeesor  Wilsan;  but  I  qaitted  the 
piaae  without  seeing  any  of  f^btcm ;  and  ere  I  again  returoed 
to  dbe  aapital,  ten  yeaara  aftw,  death  had  been  busy  in  the  high 
plaeea,  and  <te  greatest  of  dMir  number  was  no  longer  to  be 
aasB.  In  shorty  Dr.  M^Oie  was  the  only  man  whose  name 
promiaea  to  live,  of  whose  personal  appearance  I  was  aUe 
to  camy  away  witii  me  at  this  lime  a  di^nct  image.  Addi- 
son makes  his  Sptciaior  remark^  mtiier  in  joke  than  earnest, 
that  ^a  reader  seldom  peruses  a  bo<^  with  pleasure  ^11' be 
knows  whetter  ^be  writer  of  it  be  a  black  or  a  ^r  mto,  of 
a  mild  or  ehder^  dl^KMition,  married  or  a  bachelor,  wfCft 
oIlMr  partiedan  of  the  IHce  nature,  that  eonduoe  reary  mudi 
to  tiia  fight  understanding  of  an  author;'^  I  am  ineliDedto 
8iy- nearly  as  aovi^  witlKnit  bdng  in  the  least  in  joke.  I 
think  I  underatRDd  an-  aatiior  all  the  better  for  knowing  eir- 
aeliy  how  he  looked.  I  would  have'to  regard  ^be  mas^e 
i  of  the  st^^le  of  Chalmers  as  eonsld^^bly  less  diar- 
»«f  Ihamaa,  had  it  been  ^ssceiated  iirma  ^  brosd 
and  mighty  BinicUux»  of  bdne;  and  the  warl3ce  spirit 
n^di  breaches,  in  a  subdued  but  still  very  palpable  ibrra,  in 
the  historical  writings  of  llie  elder  M^Oie,  strikes  me  as  sin- 
gularly in  harmony  with  the  military  lur  of  this  Presbyterian 
mlaister  of  the  type  of  Knox  and  Melville.  Howerer  theo- 
lagiaDS  nu^  settie  the  xaeasiag  of  ikt  teit,  it  is  one  of  (Imt 
gnoid  lessons  of  his-  writings,  that  auoh  dT  tile  Ohuidws  of 
the  fiifiMwialioli  as  did  410^ ""  trice  tiie  sword,  perished  by  ihe 


I  ^MMMoompanied  to  the  vessel  by^my  friend  Wi^mKoM, 
from  whdml^alas!  parted  Ibr  the  last  time ;  and,wh^«('^ 
ping  aboard^  Gousbi  WiiHam,  whom- 1  iiad  scaroe  expeeeedte 
saey  bc^  who  had  snatdied  an*  hocv  from  business,  and  wAffiM 
dawmiattdia  mwf  ta  Lelliito^bid  me  imewdY^  eatte^fe^tf^ 
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to  grgap  me  by  the  hmi.  I  lua  n^  mort  ^uposed  to  ^jlmnnel 
YiUi  the  prlda  of  the  wcNrkiog  mm^  wlie0>  aeeordii^  to  JoiiB* 
son  and  Chalmexsi  it  is  a  dkeoaive^  not  «a  i^ggroeiiTe  pride; 
but  it  doesattimesleadhim  tobesoBiewbatleiB  tha&JQBtto 
tlie  better  feelio^  of  the  men  who  ooeiipy  plaoes  in  the  «oab 
a  HtUe  higher  than  his  own.  Conain  William,  from  whom  I 
bad  kept  so  jealously  aloof,  had  a  heart  of  the  finest  water* 
His  aibeir  oourse  was  rough  and  improspwoos*  After  the| 
eral  crash  of  1825-26,  he  stru^ed  on  in  London.  fi»r 
«x  or  eight  years,  in  ciceumstaneea  of  great  difikulty ; 
then,  r^o^iving  some  subordinate  appointment  in 
with  the  Stipendiary  Magistracy  of  the  West  Indies,  he  saikd 
for  Jamaiea,  where — eoneiderably  turned  of  fi%  at  the  tim* 
--4ie  soon  fell  a  viotim  to  Uie  climate. 

In  my  voyage  north,  I  spent  about  half  as  mmiy  days  on 
sea,  be^e^iLeithBoadsandthe  Soutors  of  Cromarty,  as  tiie 
Oimard  steam^a  now  spend  in  crossing  the  Atlantic  I  had 
taken  a  cabin  passage,  not  caring  to  subject  my  weakened 
Ipngs  to  the  exposure  of  a  steerage  one ;  but  during  the  flevcn 
days  of  thick,  fi)ggy  mornings,  dear  moonlight  ni^ts,  and 
almost  unbax>ken  calms,  both  night  and  morning,  in  wfaicii 
we  tided  our  slow  way  north,  I  was  much  in  the  foreeaatla 
with  the  men,  seeing  how  sailors  lived,  and  aseertaining  whait 
they  were  thinking  about,  and  how.  We  had  rare  narsatilvea 
at  nights,— 

"Wonderful  stories  of  battle  and  wreck. 
That  were  told  by  Uie  men  of  the  watdK** 

^k>me  of  the  erew  had  been  voyagers  in  th^  tkne  to  diitaat 
parts  of  the  world ;  and  thoi^h  no  exiirtenoe  can  be  moremo* 
notoaous  than  tiie  every-day  life  of  the  seaman,  the  profesaioa 
has  always  its  bits  of  striking  incident,  that,  when  strung 
togetker^  impart  to  it  an  air  of  interest  which  its  ordniary  de- 
tails sadly  want,  and  which  lures  but  to  disappoint  the  yoong 
lads  of  a  romantic  cast  who  are  led  to  make  choice  (^  it  in 
ite  presumed  ebaraeter  as  a  ccmdnued  series  of  stirrii]^  evenla 
aod  fljiffkiag  adrraitiives.    What^  hawever,  stirvdii  me a»oa- 
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tiOMi  ill  ik^  BtttttlvM  <^  tty  companfons,  iras  llie  Isrge  niib^ 
tme  of  tbe  auperBatonl  wbi<^  ttey  almost  always  exhibited. 
Hm  slofly  of  JadL  Granl  1^  mate,  given  in  an  eariy  dispter, 
aoay  be  Mgatded  as  not  inadequately  representaliTe  of  the 
isilor  stories  wMdi  were  told  on  dedt  and  forecastle,  along  at 
least  tile  nortiimi  eoasfs  of  Scotland,  nearly  thirty  yearslater. 
ThatHfe  of  peril  whidi  casts  tlie  seaman  much  at  the  mercy 
of  every  rough  gale  and  lee-riiore,  and  in  which  his  calcola* 
tions  regarding  nkimate  results  mnst  be  always  very  doubtfiil) 
has  astrmig  tendency  to  render  him  superstitioas.   He  is  more 
vemsAred,  too,  than  the  landsman  of  Ins  education  and  stuid- 
lag,  from  the  inflaence  of  g^end  opinion,  and  the  mayhap 
a)mMnq>tieal  teaching  of  the  Press;  and,  as  a  conseqiNnee 
of  their  portion  and  drcumstanoes,  I  Ibund,  at  this  period, 
seamen  <^tiie  generation  to  which  I  myself  belonged  as  firm 
hdievMV  in  wraiths,  ghosts,  and  death-warnings,  as  the  laiid- 
^Nurd  contemporaries  of  my  grand&ther  had  been  sixty  yeart 
before.    A  series  of  well-written  nautical  tales  had  appeared 
Aoitiy  {»reviotis  to  this  lame  in  one  of  the  metropolitan  month- 
Hes,— ihe  London  Magamntj  if  I  rightly  remember ;  and  I 
was  now  interested  to  find  in  one  of  the  sail<»«'  stories,  the 
original  of  decidedly  the  best  of  their  number, — ^'*  The  Doomed 
Man.**  The  author  of  the  series,— a  Mr.  Hamilton,  it  was  said, 
^rbo  afterwards  became  an  Irvingite  teacher,  and  grew  too  schi- 
pulous  to  exercise  in  fiction  a  very  pleasing  pen,  though  he 
continued  to  employ,  as  a  portrait-painter,  a  rather  indifierent 
pencO, — ^had  evidently  sought  such  opportunities  of  listening 
to  saUors'  stories  as  those  on  which  I  had  at  this  time  thrust 
myself.    Very  curious  materials  for  fiction  may  be  found  in 
this  way  by  the  Umrateur.    It  must  be  held  that  Sir  Walter 
Scott  was  no  incompetent  judge  of  the  capabilities,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  novelist,  of  a  piece  of  narrative ;  aad  ydt  wo 
find  him  saying  of  the  story  told  by  a  common  sailor  to  his 
friend  William  Clerk,  which  he  records  in  the  "  Letters  oa 
Demcmology  and  Witchcraft,"  that    "the    tiJe,  property 
managed,  might  have  made  the  fovtoneof  a  romaneefp." 
At  times  by  day,*-for  the  sailors*  stories  were  stories  of  A* 


night, — I  found  ioterresting  oomp«&iocfdii^  m  Htm  ^tfeietj  of  ft 

young  student  of  diyinltj,  one  of  the  piwsengers,  who,  though 
a  lad  of  parts,  and  ac<|uiremeQtai  did  aat  deen^  it  beneftlh  him 
to  converse  on  literary  subjects  with  a  working  man  in  pate 
moleskin,  and  with  whcuxi  I  did  not  again  saeet  iw^  man j 
years  after,  when  we  were  both  aetively  engaged  in  pzoseoat- 
ing  the  same  quarrel, — rhe  as  one  of  the  n^tjority  of  the  Pres> 
bytery  of  Auchterarder,  and  I  as  editor  of  .the  leading  news- 
paper of  the  Non-Intrusion  party.  Perhaps  the  nqp«tftod  Free 
Church  minister  of  North  Leith  may  be  atill  able  to  call  to 
memory, — not,  of  course,  the  subjects,  but  ihe/acty  of  our  dift» 
cussions  on  literature  and  the  belles  lettres  at  this  time ;  and 
that,  on  asking  me  one  morning  whether  I  had  not  been,  ao* 
cording  to  Bums,  '^  orooning  to  miyael', "  mhm  on  deek  during 
the  previous  evening,  what  seined  frook  the  cadence  to  be 
verse,  I  ventured  to  submit  to  him,  as  my  night's  work,  a  few 
descriptive  stanzas.  And,  as  forming  in  some  sort  a  memorial 
of  our  voyage,  and  in  (urder  that  my  friendly  cntie  xoay  be 
enabled,  afler  the  lapse  of  considerably  more  than  ^  quarter 
of  a  century,  to  review  his  judgment  reapeoting  them,  I  now 
submit  them  to  the  reader : — 

STANZAS  WRITTEN- AT  SEA, 
Joy  of  the  poei't  aoul,  I  court  ttiy  aid ; 


Azooad  our  vesael  heaves  the  midnight  waye ; 
The  cheerless  moon  sinks  in  the  western  sky  $ 
Beigns  breezeless  silence!— in  her  ocean  cave 
Ae  mermaid  rests,  while  her  fbnd  lover  nigh, 
Mttka  tliepde  itar-beams  as  ttiey  IhU  from  high, 
Gilding  ^itb  tremnlous  light  her  couch  of.  sleep. 
Why  smile  incredlous  ?  the  rapt  Muse's  eye 
Through  earth's  dark  caves,  o'er  heaven's  fair  plains,  can  sweep, 
Can  mage  each  bidden  cell,  where  toils  (he  unfathom'd  deep. 

On  ocean's  craggy  floor,  beneath  the  shade 
Of  busby  rock-weed,  tangled,  dusk,  and  browq* 
flbe  leea  the  wveek  of  fooader'd  vessel  laid, 
In  tUmy  sttviotk  iw^y  » <MlMiiB  d<«Nni 
FfSftk  whtm  ttna  mg-httw.JwwW^  ;  •'«>  It  itoQwu 
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Aye  li«a^M  Ibe  treiiVM  BMBhaTe  died  to  ^Eala. 
And  In  sad  mockery  of  the  parting  groan. 
That  bubbled  *mid  tb«  wild  impltying  mttn, 
Qntek  guaklBg  o*er  ttie  boMi^  the  reaOeBB  tides  eompkibi. 

Cnoooij  and  wide  rolls  the  sepnldiral  sea, 
GniTe  of  my  kindred,  of  my  sire  the  gmre ! 
Pendiaiiee,  where  now  be  steeps,  a  space  for  me 
Is  marked  by  Fate  beneath  the  deep  green  wave. 
It  well  may  be  I    Poor  IxMom,  why  dost  lieare 
Thus  wild  I    O,  many  a  care,  tronblons  and  dark, 
Oft  eiurth  stsnds  thee  still ;  the  Menaaid's  CRve 
Grief  lianMs  not ;  sore  Hwere  pleasant  there  to  mark, 
Benne,  at  noon-tide  iiovr,  the  sailor's  passing  bark. 

Bfun  it  were  pleasant  through  the  rasty  deep, 
Wlien  on  its  bosom  plays  the  golden  beam, 
When  headlong  speed  by  bower  and  cave  to  sweep; 
When  flame  the  waten  rouMt  with  emerald  glelmi,— 
When,  borne  from  high  by  tides  and  gales,  the  scream 
Of  sea-mew  soflenM  falls,— when  bright  and  gay 
The  crimson  weeds,  proud  ocean^s  pendants,  stream 
From  trophfed  wredu  and  rockHowers  darkly  gray,-*' 
ThKDQgk  scenes  so  strangely  fall*  'twere  pleasant,  smw,  to  ^ray  I 

Why  this  strange  ttKmght?   h;  in  that  ocean  laid, 
The  ear  would  cease  to  hear,  the  eye  to  see, 
Though  sights  and  sounds  like  these  circled  my  bed. 
Wakeless  and  lieavy  would  my  slumbers  be: 
Though  the  mild  softened  au-Ught  l>eam'd  on  me 
(If  a  dull  heap  of  bones  retained  my  name. 
That  bleach'd  or  blacken^  'mid  the  wasteAil  sea). 
Its  radiance  all  unseen,  its  golden  beam 

lA  Tain  (lirongfa  eoral  groves  or  emerald  rooft  mlgiit  alMam. 
Yet  dwells  a  spirit  in  this  earthy  frame 
Which  oceans  cannot  quench  nor  Time  destroy  ;• 
A  deathless,  fruieless  ray,  a  heavenly  flame. 
That  pure  shall  rise  when  fails  each  base  alloy 
That  earth  instils,  dark  grief,  or  baseless  Joy : 
Then  shall  the  ocean's  secrets  meet  its  sight  ;— 
For  I  do  hold  that  happy  souls  ei^y 
A  vast  all-reaching  range  of  angel  flight, 

From  the  fair  source  of  day,  even  to  the  gates  of  night 

Now  night's  dark  veil  is  rent ;  on  yonder  land. 

That  blue  and  distant  rises  o'er  the  main, 

I  eee  the  purple  Sky  of  morn  expand, 

Scattering  the  gk)onu  Theaeeeee'iny  lirtli  stuHw^ 

When  daikneaB  feigned,  thy  whivertlip  KOthed  nj^p^iVrr, 


'  6R,  THIS  STORY  6V  MY  EDUCATIok.  8^9 

Tlie'yflte  lif  wtorineas  tod  Ungoor  brod. 
6u|  now  my  eyes  «hUl  greet  a  lovelWr  nwno 
Than  fancy  pictured :  from  tljie  dark;  groen  bed 
Soon  shall  the  orb  of  day  exalt  bis  glorious  head. 

I  ^nd  my  two  uncles,  Cousin  George,  and  several  other 
friends  and  relations,  waiting  for  me  on  the  Cromarty  beach ; 
and  was  soon  as  happy  among  them  as  a  man  suffering  a  good 
deal  from  debility,  but  not  much  from  positive  pain,  could 
well  be.  When  again,  about  ten  years  after  this  time,  I  visited 
the  south  of  Scotland,  it  was  to  receive  the  instructions  neces- 
sary to  qualify  me  for  a  bank  accountant ;  and  when  I  revisit- 
ed it  at  a  still  later  period,  it  was  to  undertake  the  manage- 
ment of  a  metropolitan  newspaper.  In  both  these  instances 
I  mingled  with  a  different  sort  of  persons  from  those  with 
whom  I  had  come  in  contact  in  the  years  1824-25.  And  in 
tiow  taking  leave  of  the  lowlier  class,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
make  a  few  general  remarks  regarding  them. 

It  is  a  curious  change  which  has  taken  place  in  this  country 
during  the  last  hundred  years.  Up  till  the  times  of  the  Rebel- 
Kon  of  1745,  and  a  little  later,  it  was  its  remoter  provinces  that 
formed  its  dangerous  portions ;  and  the  effective  strongholds 
ftx>m  which  its  advance-guards  of  civilization  and  good  order 
gradually  gained  upon  old  anarchy  and  barbarism,  were  its 
great  towns.  We  are  told  by  ecclesiastical  historians,  that  in 
Rome,  after  lite  age  of  Constantxne,  the  term  villager  (Pagris) 
esme  to  be  regarded  as  synonymous  with  heathen,  from  the 
dreumstance  that  the  worshippers  of  the  gods  were  then  chiefly 
to  be  fbond  in  remote  country  places  ;  and  we  know  that  in 
Seotland  the  Reformation  pursued  a  course  exactly  resembling 
that  of  Christianity  itself  in  the  old  Roman  world :  it  began 
in  tile  lai^er  and  more  influential  towns ;  and  it  was  in  the 
remoter  country  districts  that  the  displaced  religion  lingered 
longest,  and  found  its  most  efficient  champions  and  allies. 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Perth,  St.  Andrew's^  Dundee,  were  all 
Protestant,  and  sent  out  their  well*taught  burghers  to  serve 
in  tJie  army  of  ^le  Lc^s  of  the  Congregation,  when  Huntly 
jmd  Hamiitoii  w^re  arming  their  vassals  to  contend  for  the  ob- 
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sohte&idi.  Iii«Uteraytih»accBgAteLMWkiwliiiiui0CTt' 
bued  inllL  itt  evftD^itiBtio  ncsby terdunfltti ,  wLcU  196  moro 
moimtMiKNiB  and  innocessible  provinoes  of  1^  ooustiy  w«r» 
Ml  in  a  ocNidiidan  to  furnish,  in  what  was  known  as  the  Hif^ 
.land  Ho8t»  a  dare  insftranMiitof  perseontaon.  Eyon^akitt  «i 
the  nuddle  of  the  last  century,  ^Sabfaatih^"  aoeoiidB^  khi 
popular  writer,  '^  never  get  aboon  the  Pasa  c^  KiUkmnklef 
and  the  Stuarts,  exiled  £>r  their  adherenca  to  Fcf&j,  eM* 
tinued  to  found  ahnost  their  sole  htxpea  of  reatoisatioii  oa  the 
swords  of  their  oo-religioniats  the  Highlanders.  D^nag  tb» 
last  hundred  years,  however,  this  old  condition  of  mattorshsi 
been  strangely  reversed;  and  it  is  in  the  great  towas:tifiift 
Paganism  now  chiefly  prevails.  In  at  least  theh*  Ji^[iMd 
cilasses^ — a  rapidly4noreasing  propoartion  of  tfa»  popaiatknl 
-*^t  is  those  dties  of  our  country  whidi  first  caugjit  the  lii^ 
of  religion  and  learning,  that  hanre  beomia  pva^iaiiieirtly.  '^ 
dark  parts;  just,  if  I  may  enm>Ioy  the  oomfMyrisw,  •ai^-i* 
those  portaooa  of  the  moon  whidi  earliest  reodve  the  light 
when  she  is  in  her  infirescenl  state, and  shine lik#»tiiMMi<if 
silver  in  the  deep  blue  of  the  heavens,  that  first  beoevk9>didt 
when  she  fisdls  kito  the  wane. 

It  is.maiiily  during  the  elapsed  half  of  the  {wcpebt  mvlm$ 
that  this  dbange-  lor  the  worse  has  tak^a  fidaea  m  tha-llos* 
towns  of  Sootland*  In  the  year  18M  it  was  greatly  kas^m 
half  accomplished;  but  it  was  fiut.goiaig  on;  anl  i'8a1rvp■^ 
tialljr  at  least  the  proceases  in  operation  throKi^  i^cb  it  his 
been  e&oted.  Xbedyties  of  theoountriea  have  iaeraaBedlMr 
population  during  the  past  fifty  years  greatly  beyoiMl  the- 9fe« 
portion  of  its  rural  diatncts,--~a  result  in  pavt  of  the  retot** 
tions  wUdi  have  taken  place  in  the  i^riealtiaal  mf^^aai  ef ^ 
Lowlanda,  and  of  the  deaianeeaof  the  Highlands-;  andiapfft 
also  of  that  ^itraordinary  deTekprnenit  of  the  saanuMMW 
and  trade  of  the  kingdom  which  the  last  two  geaetatioivhsfit 
witnessed.  Of  ^  wilder  Edin^mgh  meehanica  wM  irhiffi 
I  formed  at  this  tinae  aoy  aoquaintaaee,  fees  titan  cne^saiA 
lirere  nativea  of  the  plaoe.  The  oCheaa  wete  meili  saiileiviB^^ 
iAu>  had  removed  juAstigpfraHi'OOiMlpy  4iitiM»«i^ 


iowns{to*yMA'^keY  hsAhB&k  known,  wcik  by  Us  own  <&nIb 
of  «eigUK»faobd,  sad  had  }i?od,  in  eoMeqaenod,  nndir'tiui 
whedesefine.  infiaenoe  of  public  opimon.  In  Eimhmr^hf^ 
grown  too  large  at  the  time  to  permit  m^i  to  know  ai^t  ef 
their  ne^bone^ — €bie^  woto  «et  f^fee  fmtk  iias  wbolesonieiD* 
flnenoe^  and,  mdess  wfaesr  under  tibegmdinoe  of  h^ber  prim 
dple^^^fbmd  themseives  at  liberty^  to  do  very  much  aa  ibey 
pleased.  And,-^wit3i  nd  ^^erural  opinion  to  oontn^,-^^lquea 
and  parties  of  tiieir  wilder  apints  soon  formed  in  llieh*  sbeds  and 
wofksbops  a  standard  of  opinion  of  Ibeir  own,  ami  foond  only 
too  efl^aal  means  of  compelling  tbeir  weaker  comrades  to 
conibnii  to  it  And  bencea  great  deal  of  wild  dissipation  and 
profligacy,  nnitod,  of  ooorse,  to  tbe  ineyitable  improyklenoe; 
And't^ugb  dissipation  ai»i  improvidence  are  quite  compatible 
witb  intdlMgence  in  the  first  generation,  tbey  are  sure  ahrays 
t0  part  eompsny  ftom  it  in  the  second.  Ibe  fiuniiy  of  tibie 
ansteady  spendthrift  workman  is  ne^r  a  we}l4;augfat  fenrilyj 
It  is  rMKred  up  in  ignorance ;  and,  with  eril  example  set  be** 
ftremd  around  it,  it  almost  necessarily  takes  its  placeamoi^ 
the  lapsed  classes.  In  the  third  generadon  the  descent  is  of 
course  still  greater  and  more  hop^ess  than  in  tbe  second. 
There  is  a  type  of  even  {diysioat  degradation  already  maaiftst* 
i^r  itself  in  some  of  our  large  towns,  esqpecially  unong  de^ 
gmded  females,  wMeh  is  scarce  less  marked  tfaim  that  eaditb* 
kxA  by  tbe  negro,  and  which  botb  my  Edinburgh  and  ObuM 
gvw  readets  must  bare  often  remai^ied  on  the  ndspecti^«  High 
StM»t8<tf  these  cities.  Tbe  featurea  are  genemlly  bloated  and 
ov^^Bcbofg&Aj  the  profile  Imes  usirally  concave,  tbe  complexion 
ceiirae  and  high,  and  tbe  esp^ession  that  of  a  dtssipatien  and 
seaoBuality  bseome  ehronio  mid  inherent.  And  bow  tbis  class^ 
"^^eonstlMsonally  degraded,  and  wiA  the  moral  sense,  in  most 
isstanees,  utterly  undeveloped  aod  blind,<->^are  ever  to  'be  re* 
Qlabnod^  it  is  difficult  to  see.  The  immigrant  Irish  form  also 
a  very  appre^ble  element  in  the  degradation  of  dnr  large 
titwna.  Hiey  are,  however,  paff<m$y  not  of  the  new,  but  of 
the  old  type;  and  are  doiiefty  fi>rmidable  fiH>m  the  sfualid 
caf  apl^tneal  dunraoti^  wUob  tbegrbaMs  tnun^ 


Ml       Mr  wmfMB  jon^  wmomMfomi 

mnva  'irhu  vratr  xbuii  cboibs  unv  uocr  vgz^oib  bbs  loDcSy  nm 

aMm  'tins  C&BS9&-  ^v  SVUMIV  ClMOIJ^lMiUki  HlfeO  Wfukftr  liM^  llftVft 

MiUAPCid  toHU  ilio  uBskillcA  laboMrs.oCtii^  comttFy,  and  wlnfik 
kiB  itiA  Mie  tflftcl  of  nSdiioiiig  ovr  lowlk^  ODHnCipyiiieii  to  ik 
knnbkir  levd*dttti  lln^pefteps  eyes  cjvoupiud  licfoii^  Mdaft- 
iHlfle,  tills  t6ara»  «f  (fegrafddtioft  i»  goulg  <m,  m  aff  <mr  ktgofr 
lori^BjS,  in  mi  everaioreaauig  ntio ;  and  ail  tliaift  pMhaihrdpy 
and  te  Clnrdies  are  d<»]^  to  eovaterabt  it  is  hn.t  as  Ae  dis- 
€iiar^  fi£  a  £^  s^nirts  on  a  oonfiigratioii.  It  tb^'l  #sBr,  pt^ 
paring  teniae  ooofnilaidiis  for  ihe  fhtore*  When  ite  dan* 
geroDB-t^flsoes^of  a  eouatry"  were  located  In  its  renjdte  disftriefca^  - 
as  m  S^otlted  in  the  eariy  half  of  the  last  eeiitoj,  it  iras  001^ 
parativel jr  easy  to  deal  irith  tbem :  1»it  the  mm  culo^e^  of 
Pairis,  in  its  Krst  Reroiation,  placed  side  by  std6  wttb  the^  ea^ 
eoiiti^e  Gova^nment,  proved  very  formidable  indeed ;  nor  is 
it,  alas !  yery  improbable  tiiat  tbe  eyer^grotring  masses  of  our 
large  Wwus,  broke  loose  from  tibe  sanction  of  religion  and 
morals,  nmy  yet  terribly  avenge  on  tiie  nppe^  classes  and  the 
Cftnrdies  of  the  oomitry  tbe  indzflferency  with  whidr  tiiey  liav6 
been  soDRsred  to  sink. 

I  was  informed  by  Oonsin  George,  ^boriJfy  after  my  an4vi^ 
l^iat  my  old  fmod  of  the  Doooot  Gave,  afos^  keeping  dhop  as 
a  grocer  for  two  years,  had  given  up  business,  and  gofne  to  ooi* 
Ic^^  to  prq)are  hbnstelf  for  the  CSmrch.  He  had-jnst  retotned 
home,  added  Geoige,  after  completing  his  first  tttssion,  and  had 
expiressed  a  strong  desire  to  meet  with  me.  His  motiier,  too^ 
had  j<^ned  in  the  invitation, — ^would  I  not  Ibdte  tea  iHthlliem 
linit  evening  ?--and  Cousin  Geoi^  had  been  asked  to  aocom- 
panyme.  Idemnrred;  butatl^kigtibsBtoutwdiiG^oige,and, 
afler  an  interru|>tion  in  our  interoowrse  of  i^ut  five  years^ 
spent  the  evening  with  my  old  friend.  And  for  yeaiv  afber  we 
were  inseparable  oompimi^nis,  %ho,  wlien  living  in  the  tnane 
ne^hborhood,  ^nt  t<^ether  almost  evety  hour  not  given  to 
privirtestttdy  or  inevitable  ocenpatkm,  and  who,  when  ■separated 
by  distance,  exchaitged  letters  enou^  to  fill  volumes.  Wehad 
parted  boys,  «»d  had  now  grown  men;  and  for  Hie  fifst  ferk 
weeks  we  took  stock  of  eadi  ofthw^  aciqogremeDts  and- es 
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te a «ei6iitifid -tbMb Ulorary cUMetioBb  HeatanMids «Mmd 
#w«iy^  tba-fint  iiuUb«iD4ti«ttl  piM  of  hli  y^w  »t  «itU^r»,  Mi 
t)^.«MC8idiaB«4aiii9l.iUlQsopby)  Mid  he  liftd,  lapwftfVBid^ 
fwnt  aowUipwi  as  n^sMtopbysi^imf  and  w>  iMOBiMcNraUe'ii^ 
^pumteMe  wiith  tbo  aategonkt  poaiiioitfi  of  th»  aaboek  of 
Home  and  Beid.  On  the  otber  ^hand^ttiy  opfoe^imiimciob' 
ayyatjoft  )iad  been  partiafiaigyeaterttianhli^  and  my  affl|Bain>» 
1^)419  witfixiiei^  and. eTenwi4JiboQliayinoi«eart0i»ive;  aadki 
tbs  ii|ftQrobiMiige«of  idea  wUch  wa  oarrM 
ba  ooQaaooally  picked  up  in  ow  ooiiTaraatlNwafiict  of  irUdb 
}f»  bad  been  previously  ignoiaot;  and  I,  maybi^,  learned  to 
kK>ka.littlam)Ke  doeely  (ban  before  at  an  argument.  I  iotp^ 
dueed  liim  to  the  Eatbie  Liaa,  and  assisted  hiai  in  fonniog  a 
fgouiU  oollection,  which,  ere  he  uUimately  dissipated  it»o(mtainad 
some  curious  fossils, — among  the  others^  the  second  qpecimen 
of  PtaichUiy%  ever  found ;  and  he,  in  torn,  was  able  to  give 
me  a  few  geological  notions,  which,  though  quite  cnide  enou^ 
— for  natural  science  was  not  taught  at  the  univenity  whidi 
^«ttended^*^I  foand  of  use  in  the  arrangement  of  my  finti^ 
-^-now  beoomo  considerable  enough  to  stand  in  need  of  tfaoaa 
ttresds  of  theory  without  which  large  accumulations  of  frafe 
re&se  to  hang  tpgetiier  in  the  memory.  There  was  one  special 
bypotbesis  which  he  had  heard  broached,  and  the  ntt^  int- 
probability  of  which  I  was  not  yet  geologist  enough  to  dsteefc^ 
whiob.for  a  time  filled  my  whole  imagination.  It  had  been 
saidy  he  told  me,  that  the  ancient  worlds  in  wfaidi  my  foaailB, 
animal  and  vcfg^toble^  bad  flourished  and  decayed, — a  worid 
grsaUy  <dder  than  that  before  the  Flood, — ^had  been  tenanted 
b^  hitional,  responnble  baingB,  for  whom,  as  for  the  raee  to 
which  we  ourselves  belong,  a  re8urrecti<Mi  and  a  day  of  final 
judgment  had  awaited.  But  many  thousands  of  years  bad 
el^wed  sinoe  that  day— ^n^^uttieally  the  kat  to  the  Pre-Adam- 
ite-inee — bad  come  and  gone*  Of  all  the  sooountable  crei^ 
feutea  that  had  been  samm(»ied  to  its  bar,  bone  had  been  galb- 
ered  to  its  bone^  so  that  not  a  vest^  ^  the  ftamo-work  of  4heir 
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onginallj  infaniMBd;  and,  iA  ennqoenee,  onij  tfaevemdu^of 
tinir  iR«qKiiifliUe  oari»iBpon^ 

fc)  M^eyitabl»yrod«elioDS  of  their  Mds  andfatBtta,  m^nnyw 
to  be'foaiii.  TItedieAmfiiled  toa«ameiiiy'#IMeiiiiegilu^ 
Hon;  bat  Ikoatf^  pdetry  nrigy:  ind  ample  toCdngeBahy 
potiwrie  60  mggestiv^  a&d  bold,  I  need  eearce  ssy  tliat  it  his 
ittelf  no  tMBdation  in  adenoe.  Mmi  liad-  ne  nspcnitibla 
jmedeooBBOr  on  earth.  At  the  datormhied  timei  mrtoi  Us  «^ 
poittlod  babiftatloa  -was  oomplefedj  fitted  lor  Mbot,  he  onne  and 
tookpoeaoBsbnofit;  but  the  old  geolc^cagea  had  been  agl» 
of  nmnatarity^  dayw  wboBe  work  aa  a  work  of  promhie  in» 
••good,"  but  not  yet  **very  good,"  nor  yet  ripened  for  the 
apfnaninos  of  a  nwnd  agent,  whoae  nation  h  is  to  be  a^lew- 
woriur  with  the  Creator  m  rdatien  to  even  die  physical  aad' 
the  matoriaL  The  ^anet  whidi  we  inhabit  eeema  to  have 
bactt  prepared  for  man,  and  Ibr  man  only. 

Partly  throogh  jny  friend,  but  in  part  also  from  the  drcnm- 
alMHoe  liiat  I  retuned  a  meaaore  of  inttmaoy  with  aach  of  my 
aehool*Mow8  aa  had  subsequently  prooeonted  theii<  education 
at  college,  I  waa  aoqoaittted^  during  the  later  yeasa  in  which  I 
WToa^  aa  a  maaoo,  with  a  good  many  nniTerBity4aaghfrlads; 
and  I  aomethnea  ooiidd  not  avoid  oon^paring  tbeminmymiad 
with  workiBg  men  o^  as  neariy  aa  I  oould  gaesa,  the  same 
ongiaal  calibre.  Ididnoialwayafindtliatgaieralanperiorily 
on  the  side  of  the  acbobr  whieh  the  scholar  Mmseif  usaally- 
iook  £br  granted.  What  he  had  specially  studied  ba  khefW) 
aaifB  in  mre  and  exoeptional  caaea,  better  than  teworfciBg 
man;  biA  while  the  atndeat  had  been  maateringiiis  Greek  aad^ 
Latin,  and  expatiating  in  Nafanral  Philosophy  and  the  Hadi^ 
ematies,  the  woridng  oan,  if  of  an  rnqniring  mmd,  had  been 
dmikg  something  elae;  and  it  la  at  least  a  faet,ttiHtt  att  the 
gaeat  readers  of  my  aoquaintanoe  at  tlua  timey>*-4he  men  mo* 
estenalvely  aoqaainted  with  English  literatare;*-*«were  myt'the 
man  who  had  reoe&Ted  the  olasaioal  eduoation.  On  liie  oA^ 
haad^  m  framing  an  argmna«it«  the  advastage  ii^  wilh  dia' 
sahdata.    In  that  eomnKmacoaai  however^  whtohseaaoaabalr 
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iBO*  «yg«^  and'vAMi  mM0$  HMfe  lo  fids  Am  tttfpiug 
pmdefl^  tfafOQg^  tfae-JQiiaiieir  of  life^  I  fomdl  #wfi-  the  diMN 

tofegm  ag  fittiiigaDaiataiadhiPtiop^tol^ 

lifidenTiBsbisfixpotMkMe^   On#ca>aB^of  ihe^ygB^lwr  wrtii^iili 

llwt  <e&«as  «f  tlle'peopkrto  iHffisfaour  bkHlod  vnoliMteB  bekn^ 
ariMB Tttry  mvehfrom lln  forwardiie08H)£a«et^<if lilookkHi^ 
vli»  a(i«t  fld way »  sore  to  ebtrtdo  tkennrilreB  upon  inr  Botieiy 
«d  wiMy  eoiBid  ta1te  tflgarded  isj  fans  asaTcrage  apasivrait 
of.tiiei^<»deK.  IlM^er  yetlEiififiratmilyiBtcligciitinQflliiMie 
^ibnisive.  Men  «f  t]»  alaiiip  of  1117  tiro  lunles^  and  of  i^ 
flacftd  WiiMaftt  BoH^  iieyvr  press  theniiselv«s  on  ^t^ 
a'Cl«tR3^i4)«v<e  tihem.  A  minifltar  newiy  setded  ia  ackitge^  §ut 
iBstaace,  often  finds  tet  ilk  is  the  doks  of  Itok  flook  that  firab 
force  tiiemselves  upon  lus  aoquaiotaniise.  I  HaTs  koafA  Ihe 
late  Mr.  Stewart  of  Cromarty  remark,  that  the  humbler  doa* 
derheada  of  the  pmrish  had  all  introduced  themselYes  to  his  ao- 
quakitanee  kvng  ere  he  found  out  its  derer  fellows.  And  henoe 
often  sad  mistakes  on  the  part  of  a  dei^maQ  in  dealing  witii 
the  people*  It  seems  never  to  strike  him  that  there  may  be 
among  Uiem  moi  of  his  own  calibre,  and,  in  certain  practkMd 
d^Murtmenta,  GYesa  better  taught  than  he ;  and  that  (Us  su^ 
perior  elass  is  always  sore  to  lead  the  otiiers.  And  in  pread^ 
ix^  down  to  iha  level  of  the  men  of  humbler  capadty,  he  Ms 
often  to  p«adi  to  men  of  any  capacity  at  all,  and  is  of  no  usew 
Some  of  the  derioal  contemporaries  of  Mr.  Stewart  used  to 
attege  that,  in  exerdsing  his  admirable  Acuities  in  the  tfaeolog- 
leal  field,  he  sometimes  forgot  to  lower  himself  to  his  people, 
and  so  preached  over  their  heads.  And  at  times,  when  they 
tkemsdves  came  to  occupy  his  pulpit,  as  occasionally  hap* 
pened^  they  addressed  to  the  oongr^ation  sermons  quite  sim* 
pie  enough  for  even  diildren  to  comprehend.  I  tau^t  at  tin 
time  a  daas  of  boys  in  the  Cromarty  Sabbath-^diool,  and  in* 
variably  found  on  these  occasions,  that  while  the  memoriea  of 
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aiy-pBj^'wiM'ehar^  to  <3ie  Ml  Witli  the  striking  thoaghto 
Mod  gntpbk)  illi»tratioi»  of  the  yery  elal>orate  disoomrses 
deemed  too  high  for  them,  theyiememhered  of  the  very  aample 
ones,  speoiallj  ioirered  to  suit  narrow  capacities,  not  a  single 
word  or  note.  All  the  attempts  at  originating  a  cheap  litem- 
tttrelhathairefiiiled,  have  been  attempts  pitdied  too  low:  the 
h^ibccwtoned  eflS>rts  hare  nsoally  succeeded.  If  the  writer  of 
flwse  efaaptem  has  been  in  anj  degree  sucoessfhl  in  addressing 
himself  as  a  journalist  to  tlie  Presbyterian  people  of  Scotland, 
it  has  idways  been,  not  by  writing  dovm  to  them,  but  by  doing 
his  best  oh  all  occasions  to  write  up  t4  ihetn.  He  has  ever 
thooght  of  them  as  represented  by  his  friend  William,  his 
moles,  and  his  Cousin  George, — by  shrewd  old  John  Fraser, 
flid  Ins  reddess  though  very  intdligent  aeqtiaiiitance  Cha ;  and 
by  addressing  to  them  on  every  occasion  as  good  sense  and  as 
solid  information  as  he  oould  possibly  muster,  he  has  at  times 
Suooeeded  in  catching  their  ear,  and  perhaps,  in  some  degree, 
in 'influencing  their  judjiment. 
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Thsbs  was  one  special  subject  which  my  friend,  in  our  quiet 
ev^iing  walks,  used  to  urge  seriously  upon  my  attention*  Hq 
had  thrown  up,  under  strong  religious  impressions,  what  prorn^ 
ised  to  be  so  good  a  business,  and  in  two  years  he  had  al- 
ready saved  money  enough  to  meet  the  expenses  of  a  collegia 
course  of  education.  And  assuredly,  never  did  man  determme 
on  entering  the  ministry  with  views  more  thoroughly  disinter* 
ested  than  his.  Patronage  ruled  supreme  in  the  Scottish  Estab* 
lishmeut  at  the  time ;  and  my  Mend  had  no  influence  and  np 
patron ;  but  he  could  not  see  his  way  clear  to  join  with  tb^ 
Evangelical  Dissenters  or  the  Secession ;  and  believing  that  th^ 
most  important  work  on  earth  is  the  work  of  saving  souls,  he 
had  entered  on  his  new  course  in  the  full  conviction  that,  if  God 
had  work  for  him  of  this  high  character  to  do,  He  would  find 
him  an  opportunity  of  doing  it.  And  now,  thoroughly  in  ear- 
nest, and  as  part  of  the  special  employment  to  which  he  ha4 
devoted  himself  he  set  himself  to  press  upon  my  attentioD 
the  importance,  in  their  personal  bearing,  of  religious  concema, 

I  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  standard  theology  of  tha 
Scottish  Qmrdb.  In  the  parish  school  I  had,  indeed,  acquired 
no  ideas  on  the  subject;  and  though  I  now  hear  a  good  deal 
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mUf  cUefly  wkh  a  tontaowmui  bearlog^  about  tibe  ezodkiit 
nligious  influence  <mi  our  parodliial  seminaries,  I  never  knew 
any  one  who  owed  otber  than  the  merest  smattering  of  theo- 
kgieal  knowledge  to  these  institutions^  and  not  a  single  in> 
dividual  who  had  ever  derived  from  them  any  tinctare,  even 
the  sUf^itost,  of  religious  feeling.  In  truth,  durii^  almost  the 
whole  of  the  last  oentury,  and  for  at  least  the  first  fi>rty  years 
ef  the  present,  the  people  of  SooUand  were,  with  all  their 
fiMiks,  considerably  more  Christian  than  the  lasher  pajrt  of  their 
schoolmaaters*  So  &r  as  I  can  remember,  I  carried  in  my 
memory  from  school  only  a  m;gle  ^marictfit  aU  theolog^ 
m  its  character,  and  it  was  of  a  kind  suited  rather  to  do 
hann  than  good.  In  reading  in  the  dass  one  Saturday  morn- 
ing a  portion  of  the  fiundved  and  lifineleaiath  Psalm,  I  waa 
told  by  the  master  that  that  ethical  pomn  was  a  sort  of  al- 
phabetical acrostic ;  a  circumstance,  he  added,  that  account- 
ed  icr  its  Woken  and  inoonsecnttve  diaraeter  as  a  compotttion, 
Onefly,  however,  fr<»i  the  Sabbathday  eaiteehiffin^  to  whiob 
I  had  beeti  subjected  dmring  boyhood  by  my  undes^  and  lat* 
fterly  ^om  iiit  old  divines,  my  Unde  (Sandy's' &v«ofite8,  and 
from  the  teachings  of  the  pulpit,  I  had  aequiMd  a  eonnderable 
anKwnt  of  rdigious  knowledge.  I  had  thought,  too,  a  good  deal 
abottt  eome  trf'the  peculiar  doctrines  of  Calvinism,  in  their  diav« 
aeter  as  abferuse  po8tti0n8,^*4«ieh  as  the  doctrine  of  4fae  I^ 
Yine  decree8,aiid  of  man's  inabHity  toasBome  theinitkiitiveia 
ttewmkofhisowttcomrersion.  I  had,  besides,  a  great  adaiira- 
lionof  the  Bible,  especiaHy  of  its  narrative  and  poetical  pans) 
andeeiddaoBreegiveBtrongenoi^ezpresmoQtothe  oontempt 
which  i  eotertained  Ibr  the  vulgar  and  tasteless  sceptics  who^ 
with  Panie  at  their  head,  coidd  speric  of  it  as  a  weak  er  feolish 
bodb.  JWllier,rearedina&rallycirde,8omeofidiosem«ii» 
ben  wAo'hiAMtually  devoQt,  and  all  of  whom  rei^^eeted  and 
atoed  t^fiirrd^ion, and  waroimboed  with  the  stirrfng  eccla> 
siasiicaltniffitioDsofthelr  country,  I  ftit  that  the  religious  side 
Ib  any  quarrel  had  a  sort  of  hereditary  daim  upon  me.  Ib^ 
fieve  I  may  ventureto  say,1farf;  prenonatotiuatlmel  hadnever 
seat  a  itBgioos  man  ba^^pered  fiyr  his  religion,  and  modi  in  a 


minoHty,  witiimit  openly  Hiki&g  pavt  weiHi  him ;  nor  k  it  iia» 
possifble  that,  in  a  time  of  trouble,  I  migfat  have  abnoet  6^ 
served  the  character  giyen  by  old  Jotei  Howie  to  a  ratlMr 
notable  ^  gentleman  sometimes  ealled  Burly/'  who,  ^  alt^MUgh 
lie  was  by  some  reckoned  none  of  the  most  i^^ious,"  joined 
himself  to  the  snaring  party,  and  was  **  always  zenlous  and 
honest'hearted.''  And  yet  my  religion  was  a  strangely  i&- 
<^ngnKms  llihig.  It  took  t^  form,  in  my  mind,  of  a  masB  . 
of  nMfigested  theology,  with  here  and  thwe  a  prominent  pomt 
d^el^ped  but  ot  dne  plN^rtion,  J&om  the  circiim«tiin<$e  liiait 
i  haid  tiioBght  upon  it  fi>r  myself;  and  ^riille,  emangM,  tf  J 
may  to  s^eak,  amid  the  i^eoesses  and  nnder  coyer  of  the  geny 
€fral  diaotio  mass,  there  hArlxHred  no  ino<msidaabIe  arnoiml 
of  superstition,  there  rested  over  ft  the  clouds  of  a  dtfeavy 
sciepticism.  I  have  sometimes,  m  looking  bax^  on  tiie  doiMi 
and  questlottings  of  this  p^od,  thoii^t,  and  perhaps  evm 
«^9oken,  of  mjrsdf  as  an  infidel.  But  an  infidel  I  assuredly 
was  not :  my  belief  was  at  least  as  real  as  my  in<»^ulity,  and 
had,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  a  much  deeper  seat  in  my  meaaA 
Bnt  wavering  betweei  the  two  extremes, — ^now  a  betiever,  and 
Hooh  asoeptac,*-4liebelief«suallyexhibiting  itself  as  a  stron^j*- 
based  iBstinet, — the  scepticism  as  the  residt  of  some  iatslkol* 
ml  process,— I  lived  on  for  years  m  «  sort  of  uneasy  poo  saw 
condition,  wi^iout  any  middle  ground  betwe^i  the  two  «» 
fi^emes,  on  which  I  oo«ild  at  once  reason  and  baiieve. 
•  ^Fhatmid£e  ground  I  how  succeeded  in  fodmg.  itiaat^mea 
delicate  and  dangerous  to  speak  of  one'a  own  spiitoal  ooiidi> 
tion,  or  of  tlie  emotional  sent^ents  on  which  ooa's  ^wsdniist 
regar^fog  it  are  often  so  doubtAiHy  founded.  Egotiamialiie  re- 
ligious Ibrm  is  perhaps  more  tolerated  than  in  any  other ;  batk 
ib  not  on  tiiataocount  less  perilous  to  Uie  egotist  himeeif.  Tberfe 
heed  be,  however,  lees  delicacy  in  speaking  of  one'a  briieia  tiiaiL 
of  one's i^lhigs ;  and  I  trust  I  need  not  hesitate  to  say,  tha^)! 
was  led  to  see  at  this  time,  through  the  instnimentaiilr^  of  my 
iHettd,1iuit  my  thQologio  system  had  previously  wanted  a  oetid 
nljeot,  to  whi^  the  heart,  as  oertainly  as  ^0  iateUeot^  aoti^^ 


.taA  iteelf ;  and  duHt  the  true  centre  of  ao  efficient  CkrU- 
Oaniiy  is,  as  the  name  ought  of  itself  to  indicate,  ^  the  Word 
floade  Fleab.^'  Around  this  central  sun  of  the  Christiaa  sja- 
tem, — appreciated,  however,  not  as  a  doctrine  which  is  a  mere 
Abstraction,  but  as  a  Divine  Person, — so  truly  man,  that  the 
afiSsctiotts  (k  the  human  heart  can  lay  hold  upon  Him,  and  80 
truly  Grod,  that  the  mind,  through  ^th,  can.  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places  be  brought  into  direct  contact  with  Him, 
*-«ll  that  is  truly  religious  takes  its  place  in  a  subsidiary  and 
8n)>ordinate  relation.  I  say  subsidiary  andsubordinate^  Hie 
J>iviAe  Man  is  die  great  attractive  centre, — the  sole  gravv 
gating  point  of  a  system  which  owes  to  Him  all  the  ooher- 
iBDCy,  and  which  would  be  but  a  chaos  were  He  away.  It 
Mema  to  be  the  exiat^ce  of  the  human  nature  in  tlus  central 
and  paramount  object  tliat  imparts  to  Chrisloiinity,  in  its  safy- 
jective  diaracter,  its  peculiar  power  of  influencing  and  coi^ 
trolling  the  human  mind.  There  may  be  men  who,  through  a 
{peculiar  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution,  are  capable  of  lovin^^ 
.after  a  sort,  a  mere  abstract  God,  unseen  luid  inconceivable; 
ihough,  as  shown  by  the  air  of  sickly  sentimentality  borne  1^ 
Abnost  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject,  the 
ieeling,  in  its  truerform,  must  be  a  very  ri^  and  e^useptiona^ 
<me.  In  all  my  experience  of  me^,  I  never  knew  a  genuine 
Jinstance  of  it.  The  .love  of  an  abstract  God  aeems  to  be,  a^ 
little  natural  to  the  ordinary  human  constitution  as  the  loy^ 
of  anabstract  sun  or  planet.  And  so  it  will.be  foini/^  thatin 
all  the  religions  that  have  taken  strong  hc^d  of  the  mind  of 
jnan,  the  element  of  a  vigorous  humanity  haisf  mic^gii^  in  tt^ 
^aracter  of  its  gods,  with  the  theistic  element  The  gpds  of 
ilie  daasic  mythology  were  simply  powerful  men  l^t  I00B9 
from  the  tyrafmy  of  the  physical  laws;  and,  in  their  purely 
Jiumaii  cbioacter,  as  warm  friends  and  deadly  enemies^  they 
jKeve  both  feared  and  loved«  And  so  the  belief  which  bowed 
at  their  shrines  ruled  the  old  civilized  world  for  many  cea- 
jturiea*  In  the  great  ancient  mythologies  of  the  East, — ^Budb^ 
jam  mi  Brahmanisiny--both  ye|y  injki^^tial  forms  of  belielQ 
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-^-WB  Have  tie  same  elements, — genuine  humanity  added  to 
god-like  power.  In  the  faith  of  the  Moslem,  the  human 
eharacter  of  the  man  Mahommed,  elevated  to  an  all-potential 
vi6egerency  in  things  sacred,  gives  great  strength  to  what  witK- 
out  it  would  be  but  a  weak  theism.  Literally  it  is  Allah's 
supreme  prophet  that  maintains  for  Allah  himself  a  place 
vtt  the  Mahommedan  mind.  Again,  in  Popery  we  find  an 
excess  of  humanity  scarce  less  great  than  in  the  classical  my- 
thology  itself  and  with  nearly  corresponding  results.  Though 
the  Virgin  Mother  takes,  as  queen  of  heaven,  a  first  place  in  the 
scheme,  and  formes  in  that  character  a  greatly  more  interesting 
goddess  llian  any  of  the  old  ones  who  counselled  Ulysses,  or 
Responded  to  tlie  love  of  Anchises  or  of  Endymion,  she  has  to 
share  her  empire  with  the  minor  saints,  and  to  recognize  in  them 
a  host  of  rivals.  But  undoubtedly  to  this  popular  element 
Popery  ow6s  not  a  little  of  its  indomitable  strength.  In,  how- 
ever, all  these  forms  of  religion,  whether  inherently  felse  from 
^e  bcigmnilig,  or  so  overlaid  in  some  after  stage  by  the  fictitioua 
atiid  the  untrue  as  to'  have  their  ori^nal  substratum  of  truth 
covered  up  by  error  and  feble,  there  is  such  a  want  of  coherency 
between  the  theistic  and  human  elements,  that  we  always  find 
them  undergoing  a  process  of  separation.  We  see  the  human 
element  ever  laying  hold  on  the  popular  mind,  and  there  mani- 
^sting'itself  in  the  form  of  a  vigorous  superstition;  and  the 
theistic  element,  on  the  other  hand,  recognized  by  llie  culti- 
vated intellect  as  the  exclusive  and  only  element,  and  elabo- 
rated into  a  sort  of  natural  theology,  usually  rational  enough 
in  its  propositions,  but  for  any  practical  purpose  always  feeble 
and  inefficient  Such  a  separation  of  the  two  elements  took 
place  of  old  in  the  ages  of  the  classical  mythology ;  and  hence 
f^e  very  opposite  characters  of  the  wild  but  genial  and  popu- 
lar fables  so  exquisitely  adorned  by  the  poets,  and  the  ra- 
tional but  uninfluential  doctrines  received  by  a  select  few  froin 
the  philosophers.  Such  a  separation  took  place,  too,  in  !EVanoe 
in  tile  latter  half  of  the  last  century ;  aild  still  on  the  Euro- 
pean Continent  generally  do  we  find  this  separation  rbpre* 
fumted  by  the  asserters  ora  weak  theism  on  the  one  hand,  and 
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9f:A'm;qpffii«titk)iis  •iiiit*'W0niiip  on  the  otlwr.  fiitlieBtear 
QQlTvpitod  religiotis,  llie  two  indk^iexifiabjle  elemoite  of  Dmnily. 
and  HuiH»iiity  af>f>eaar  i«b  if  Ueaded  togedier  hf  a  mere  me* 
dBinkiftl  pfooeas;  nod  it  is  their  nittiirol  tinuitecjr  to  aepaaFste^ 
through  •  90Pt  of  oifcaidenoe  on  the  fMurtof  the  hmn«L  elemenft 
from  the  fistic  one,  i^  if  irom  someliK^  of  tte  nteeeesaipjr  a£ 
fimtlea.  In  Ghryttiyiity,  on  the  qtteir  hand,  wfam  ea^tdtlttg  lo^ 
its  intiagrity  as  the  religiiMi  of  the  New  TestaiBke^  dm^  wuonof 
the  two eleBMnts  is  eomplete :  it  partakes  ^Ihe  niCiiM,  not 
of  a  mechanical,  but  of  a  ehemicai  mixinre ;  and  its  greail 
oentval  doetxine, — ^the  true  Humanit j  and  true  Ditinity  of  Ihe 
Adoffsble  Savionr, — ^is  &  ttuth  eqwdly  reeetrahle  by  9ib  once  th» 
hHBiblest  and  the  loftiest  mtelleetto.  Poor  dyiog  i^^beo 
possessed  <^biit  a  few  sunj^  ideas,  ai^  men  of  ^le  teuM  n>« 
hust  ioftelleotSy  such  as  theChaltBeirsee^  Fosters,  and  Bjtika  <ii 
the  Christian  Qinfoh,  find  th^tnsel^es  et^atSij  able  to  vest  theof 
salvation  on  the  mfl^'^  Christy  who  id  o^er  ally  €M  blesind  lixr* 
W€T,^  Of  this  fundamental  tmHk  <^  the  two  ntitui^  thiril 
<9fnideased  enunciation  of  the  gospel  wlnehlbrais  the-wvldb 
woid  of  our  finth,^ BelicTe  in  tte  Lesd  Jesus  CSiHsti,  and 
thoB  shalt  be  sayed,"  is  a  direct  and  palpail^  embodiafteQl^ 
imd  Gbnsiaaoitj  is  but  a  mere  nmno  without  it» 

I  was  impiessed  at  t^s  time  by  another  veiy  vomariBablo  6a* 
titfemtherel]^<mof Chiist  in  its.BOljectlye<Aaiaie|er,  Ki^^ 
in  his'' Art  of  Tfalnking,^'  illustrates,  by  a  cunioiis  story,  one  of 
his  observations  on  the  '^  natiure  of  mw**^  ^  Nothiag  is  tnoiw 
eommoii^"  he  says,  ^  than  love  converted  into  hatied  ;  and  we 
have  seen  instances  of  hatred  converted  into  Iovcl"  Andiaes* 
en]|ilii^ing  the  reanark,  he  rdates  Ins  anecdote  of  ^  Umnon  and 
YaleQtine*"  Two  English  soldiers,  who  Anight  in  the  wars  of 
Queen  Anne, — the  one  apetty  officer,  the  other  a  private  scti* 
tiB6l,--*4ttd  been  fiiends  and  comrades  for  years;  but,  quarrel 
liing  in  some  love  affair,  they  became  bitt^  enemies.  Thn 
officer  mfl^de  an  ungenerous  use  of  his  aothority,  and  so  annoy* 
ed  a)id  persecnted  the  sentanel  as  afaoaost  to  fret  him  into  ma^ 
Bess;  apd  h0  was  frequently  heaid  to  si^  that  he  would  die  to 
ho  avenged  of  him.    Whole  months  were  spent  in  the  infiictioB 


cf'ii^wiwonthe  omt  aide;  and  intiieTeiitiig  of  oompUntacki 
the  other;  wiMo,  m  die  midkrt  of  their  notual  rage,  they- iv«r» 
bodi  <wlacted,  as  mea  of  tned  oourage,  to  share  in  some  de»« 
primfee  Attack,  whsdi  iras,  however,  unsueoesBfid ;  and  the  o^ 
fiber,  Biihe  retreat,  was  disabled,  and  strack  down  hj  a  shot 
kittetiiigbi  ^Ah,  Valenthie!  and  will  you  leave  me  here  to 
perishf  he  eoBciaimed,  as  has  old  oomrade  md^d  past  fainu 
Ibe  poor  sBJured  man  immediately  retonied;  and,intiiemid8li 
of  a  ikdak  fire,  bore  off  his  wounds  enemy  to  what  seemed  a 
piaoD  of  safety,  when  he  was  stnick  by  a  chanee  ball,  and  Mk 
dead  under  his  burden.  The  officer,  immediately  forgetting  hia 
wound^  rose  up,  tearing  his  hair ;  and  throwing  liimself  on  iSbe 
bleeding  body,  he  cried,  ^Afa,  Valentine!  and  was  it  tome, 
who  haveso  barbarouidy  used  thee,  that  thou  hast  died?  I  will 
not  Uve  alker  thee."  He  was  not  by  any  means  to  be  forced 
from  the  corpse;  but  was  removed  with  it  bleedii^  in  his  arms,' 
and  attended  wth  tears  by  all  his  comrades^  who  knew  of  hia 
harshness  to  the  deceased.  When  brought  to  a  tent,  his 
wovads  were  dressed  by  force;  but  tte  neact  day,  still  calling 
an  Valentine,  and  lamenting  his  cruelties  to  him,  he  died  ia 
tiia  paags  of  remorse  and  despair. 

liiis  surely  is  a  striking  story ;  but  the  commoi^lace  re* 
nsark  based  i^on  it  by  the  {rfiilosopher  is  greatly  less  so. 
Men  who  have  loved  do  often  learn  to  hate  the  objeet  of 
^irafieotions;  and  men  who  have  hated  sometimes  learn 
to  love;  but  the  portion  of  the  anecdote  specially  wortliy  of 
renuok  appears  to  be  that  which,  dwelling  <«i  the  o'ermaster* 
in^  remorse  and  sorrow  <^  the  rescued  soldier,  shows  how  e^ 
feotually  his  poor  dead  axnrade  had,  by  dying  for  him  ^'while 
he  was  yet  his  enemy,"  ^  heaped  coals  of  fire  upon  his  head.'' 
And  sach^seems  to  be  one  of  the  leading  principles  on  which, 
with  a  Divine  adi^tation  to  the  heart  of  man,  the  scheme  of 
Bademptkm  hashes  framed.  The  Saviour  a|^x>ved  his  love, 
''in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  He  died  for  ua''  There 
is  an  inexpflaasibly  great  power  in  this  prindple ;  and  many 
a  deeply-fltirred  heart  has  felt  it  to  its  core.    The  thedo* 
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have  p«iia{»toD  frelpMiflj  dfv«it  on  Ae  flainoa's  VI- 
iitlBflMticii  for  Imttiiuii  ibia  in  ito  rektimt  to  llie  ol^ 
teded  jostioeof  UieFather.  How;or  oa  wliat  prinii^tke 
IMiirirwsiliBfied,  IluowiKMSyiwdiBftjiiiewria^  The 
eumieiffliMi  TegKri&ag  yUmnCfOB  seliBiHsticHi  nuty  be  t^ieperlj 
lemtved  in  frith  aeaySie/,  bnt^  I  onpect)  notprdpectf  veeeoned 
niKia  Unlil  we  tbell  be  al^  to  bring  ^  mend  eoiae  of  Deitf, 
w^  iti  Teq1liranleatE^  irlthrn  tiie  linrits  of  «8matt  and  tnwil 
logio.  Bntthetiloioi^bikdaptiliimoftheMdienieteiDaB'eiui- 
tore  is  greatly  more  appreciable,  and  lies  iidljwitiui  the  resell 
ofobiiM'VBti<mtHide3iperiencie.  And  how  ^<m>ii^  that  adi^ta- 
tien  ii^  all  who  have  reaitylooked  at  the  matter  ought  te(  be  oom- 
petenttoMy.  Does  an  earthly  priesthood,  ireated  with  afleged 
powers  to  interpose  between  God  and  man,  always  originate 
att  eooieslaBtleal  tyranny,  which  has  Uie  eflGbet,  in  litt  end,  of 
shotting  up  the  mass  of  tn^  ih>m  their  Maker  ?-.-1ieffe  ia 
tinre  a  IBgb  Priest  passed  into  the  heayens^ — <lieo^  Fdeat 
#hom  tike  evangelistie  Protestant  reec^iees  asi^ally  svdiy 
—40  whom,  in  his  eharacter  of  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  all  may  apply,  and  before  whom  li^re  neisd  be  feltnooe 
of  that  abjeet  prostration  of  the  q)irit  and  vnderstandltif  whith 
man  always  experiences  when  he  bends  before  the  merdy 
human  priest  1  Is  self-righteousness  the  besetting  infirmity  <tf 
llie  religious  man  ? — in  the  scheme  of  yiearious  tigfateonsaess 
ft  finds  no  footing.  Die  self-eppix>y)iig  Pharisee  mutt  beeon- 
tent  to  renotmee  his  own  merits,  ere  he  oim  hare  pait  or  lot  in 
the  fVind  of  merit  which  alone  avails ;  and  yet  withoiit-peraonal 
i^hte^usness  he  can  have  no  evidence  whatever  tiat  he  has 
an  interest  in  the  all*prevalling  impnted  righteousness.  Bat 
it  is  in  the  closing  scene  of  Ufo,  when  man's  boasted  vhr- 
tues  become  so  tangible  in  his  esHmation  tiMt  they  elude 
his  grasp,  and  sins  and  shortcomings,  little  noted  before^  start 
up  around  him  like  spectres,  that  the  scheme  of  Redemption 
appears  worthy  of  the  infinite  wisdom  and  gooiness  of  God, 
^nd  when  what  the  Saviour  did  and  suffered  seems  of  efficacy 
csiough  to  blot  out  the  guilt  of  every  ofiteice.    ll  is  when 
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Ae-mkior  lighte  of  MoArt  «re cKliagdllli^  tlMtih^Simcr 
K^teoHBoeaB  ahineft  forth,  and  nKore  than  oompeosstes  fi)r 
tikeio«lL 

.  The  opioioiiii  formed  at  tbia  tiine  on  this  auitter  of  primb 
imp9t^»rme  IfbwoA  no  afbnr  oooaakn  to  alter  or  modify*  Oft 
iha  oiNilrarjry  ui  paaamg  from  the  anlgeotiYe  to  the  obiatATe 
ywm^  I  have  seen  the  doctrine  of  the  union  of  the  two  natuvea 
l^reatly  confirmed.  The  trtttha  of  geolqgj  appear  destined  to 
eierdae  in  the  Aitinre  no  inooosiderable.  influeooe  en  natund 
theology ;  and  with  this  especial  doctrine  they  seem  yery  mueh 
in  aQooidanee.  Of  (hat  long  and  stately  march  of  oreatkm  with 
which  the  reeorda  of  the  stony  science  bring  us  acquainted, 
the  distioguiahing  characteristic  is  progress.  There  appeurs  to 
have  been  a  time  when  there  existed  on  our  planet  only  dead 
matter  unconnected  with  vitality ;  and  then  a  time  in  which 
plants  and  animals  of  a  low  order  began  to  be,  but  in  which 
eren  fishes,  the  humblest  of  the  vertebrata,  were  so  rare  a«d 
few,  that  they  occupied  a  scarce  a{^eciable  place  in  Nature. 
Th^  came  an  age  of  fishes  huge  of  size,  and  that  to  the  pe- 
euJiar  iehthyic  oi^anization  added  certain  well-marked  chap> 
acteristics  of  the  r^tilian  doss  immediately  above  thenu  And 
liien^  after  a  time,  during  which  the  rq>tile  had  occupied  a  place 
as  inconspicuous  as  that  occupied  by  the  fish  in  the  earlier 
periods  of  animal  life,  an  age  of  reptiles  of  vast  bulk  and  high 
standing  was  ushered  in.  And  when,  in  the  lapse  of  untc^ 
ages,  it  also  had  passed  away,  there  succeeded  an  age  of  great 
mammals.  Molluces,  fishes,  reptiles,  mammals,  had  each  in 
sncoeBsion  their  periods  of  vast  extent ;  and  then  there  came 
a>  period  that  differed  even  more,  in  the  character  of  its  master- 
exiatence,  from  any  of  these  creations,  than  they,  with  ^tmr 
miny  vitalities,  had  differed  from  the  previous  inorganic  period 
ir.  which  life  had  no  existence.  The  human  period  began,^* 
the  period  of  a  fellow-workw  with  God,  created  in  God's  own 
image.  The  animal  existences  of  the  previous  ages  formed, 
if  I  may  so  express  myself,  mere  figures  in  the  landscapes  of 
the  ^reat  garden  which  they  inhabited.  Man,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  placed  in  it  to  ^^keep  and  to  dress  it;"  and  such 
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has  been  tbe  effect  of  Us  UI»on,  that  the j  batve  At&rM  salt 
improved  llieftee  of  whole  eofitiiieML  Onr  globe,  even  us  M 
might  be  seen  from  the  mo(»,  testifies,  over  its  sur&oe,  to  tlttt 
vnqne  nature  of  man,  muhared  in  by  any  of  the  in^or  an- 
imals, which  Tenders  him,  in  things  physieal  and  natdmi,  a 
Mtow^WDAer  with  the  Creator  who  first  prodneed  it  And<^ 
Ae  identity  of  at  least  his  intellect  wiHidiat  of  Ins  Maker,  tfid,* 
ofeonseqiienee,  of  die  intent j  of  the  reyelation  which  declarer 
Ant  he  was  created  in  God'sown  imi^e,wB  have  direotevidence 
in  his  ahilHy  <^not  only  conceivhig  of  God's  conteitunces,  but 
oven  of  repfToducing  diem ;  and  this,  not  as  a  mere  imitator,  but 
aa  an  origfaial  thinker.  He  may  oocasiona^y  borrow  the  prin- 
ces of  liis  contrivances  from  the  works  of  liie  Ori^nal  De- 
(^ner,  but  moch  more  frequently,  in  studying  die  worlcs  of  the 
Original  Designer,  does  he  discover  in  diem  die  prindples  of 
his  own  contrivances.  He  has  not  been  an  imitator:  he  has 
merely  been  exercidng,  with  resembling  results,  the  resembling 
mind,  i,  e.  the  mind  made  in  the  Divine  image.  But  the  ex« 
isChig  scene  of  things  is  not  destined  to  be  the  last.  High  as 
it  is,  it  is  too  low  and  too  imperfect  to  be  regarded  as  Ga^ 
finiiiied  wotk :  it  is  merely  one  of  ihepro^ssiw  dynasties; 
and  Bevdation  and  the  implanted  instincts  of  our  nature  alike 
teach  us  to  anticipate  a  glorious  termin<tl  dynasty.  In  the 
first  dawn  of  being,  simple  vitality  was  united  (x>  matter:  the 
vitality  thus  united  became,  in  each  succeeding  period,  of  a 
hi^gher  and  yet  higher  order ; — It  was  in  succession  the  vitdSty 
of  the  mollusc,  of  the  fish,  of  the  reptile,  of  the  sagaciGns 
mammal,  and,  finally,  of  responsible,  immortal  man,  created  in 
the  image  of  God  9  What  is  to  be  the  next  advance!  fa  diere 
to  be  merely  a  repetition  of  die  past, — an  introducdon  a  sec- 
ond dme  of  ^  man  made  in  l^e  image  of  God"  ?  No!  Ilie' 
geologist,  hi  die  tables  of  stone  which  form  his  records,  finds' 
no  example  of  dynasties  once  passed  away  again  returning.' 
Iberef  has  been  no  repetition  of  die  dynasty  of  the  fish, — of  the 
repti^'^'-of  die  mammal.  The  dynasty  of  die  future  is  to  have 
glorified  man  for  its  inhabitant;  but  it  is  to  be  die  dynasty,' 
I  *^Uinff(ii^*-'-^ao%  of  glorified  man  made  in  the  imago^ 


ff,6^bi»t  of  God  UmmK  m  H^fymi  of  mMk.  la  tlie  doo* 
liiiie  of  .die  two  »a(titrea,  and  ia  the  fvirthdr  doetrifie  that  Uicf 
termijial  dynasty  ia  to  be  peculiarly  the  dynasty  of  Him,  in 
whom  the  9aturep4u:e united^  we&id  ^t  require  progresaioQ 
beyond  which  {vogresa  cannot  go.  Creation  and  the  Creator 
B^eet  at  oiIq  p^int^  and  in  one  person.  Hie  !<»§  iieoe«dMi|| 
lipe  from  dsad  matter  to  man  has  ^^  aprogreaa  6odwitida^ 
-^Qot  aa«$ymptotieal  progressv  but  destined  fhnli  the  begn* 
ning  to  furkiMi »  point  of  union;  imd^  Ocai^ing  A4I  p«ntaii 
true  God  ai^d  tru^  man,  as  Creator  and  eveated,  we  reoegniM 
the  adorable  Monarch  of  all  the  Future.  It  is,  as  urgjad  bf 
the  Apostle,  the  especial  ^ry  of  our  race,  that  it  i^ould  have 
furnished  that  point  of  contact  at  which  Godhead  has  united 
Himself  not  to  man  only,  but  also,  through  man,  to  His  own 
Universe, — ^to  the  Universe  of  Matter  and  of  Mind. 

I  remained  for  several  months  in  delicate  and  somewhat 
precarious  health.  My  lungs  had  received  more  serious  in* 
jury  than  I  had  at  first  mpposed;  and  it  seemed  at  one  time 
rather  doubtful  whether  the  severe  mediamcal  irritation  whidi 
had  so  fretted  them  that  the  air^pasaages  seemed  overdiaiged 
with  matter  and  atone^nst,  mt^  not  pass  into  the  complaint 
whidi  it  simulated,  and  become  confirmed  consumptkm*  Co* 
riously  enough,  my  comrades  had  told  me  in  sober  earaeat,— 
among  the  rest,  Cha,  a  man  of  sense  and  observation, — that  I 
would  pay  the  forfeit  of  my  sobriety  by  being  sooner  a&cted 
than  they  by  the  stone-outter's  malady :  "  a  good  bouH^^  g»ve» 
they  said,  a  wholesome  fillip  to  the  constitution,  and  '^  cleared 
the  sulphur  off  the  lungs;"  and  mine  would  su&r  for  want 
of  the  medicine  wfaioh  kept  theirs  elean.  I  know  not  whether 
there  was  virtue  m  their  remedy :  it  seems  just  possible  that 
the  shock  given  to  the  oonstitiitlon  by  an  overdose  of  strong 
drink  may  in  certain  cases  be  medicinal  in  its  effects;  but 
they  were  certainly  not  in  error  in  their  prediction.  Among 
the  hewers  of  the  party  I  was  the  first  affected  by  the  malady* 
I  still  remember  the  rather  pensive  than  sad  feelkig  with  which 
I  used  to  cont^Qiplate,  at  this  time,  an  early  death,  and  the  in* 
tense  love  of  nature  that  drew  me,  day.  after  daf,  to  the  hmxh 
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tMU  floenery  wlddb  sarromdb  my  m^Ar%  town,  and  idiich  f 
loTed  all  1^  more  from  tiieMmBdoasaeds  that  my  eyes  might 
80  soon  close  upon  it  ferever*  ^  It  if  a  pleasant  thing  to  be- 
Iwld  the  son."  Among  my  manuscripts, — ^useless  scraps  of 
paper,  to  wludi,  howerer,  in  their  character  as  fossils  of  the 
past  epochs  of  my  life,  I  cannot  help  attaching  an  interest  not 
8t  all  in  themselTes, — ^I  find  the  mood  r^resentad  by  only  a 
Anr  almost  in&ntile  verses,  addressed  to  a  docQe  little  girl  of 
five  years,  my  eldest  nster  by  my  mother's  second  marriage, 
and  my  frequent  companion,  dnring  my  iiiness,  in  my  short 
vilka. 

lOilSASIB. 

Sliter  JMttle,  hMte»  WAV  go 
To  where  ihe  wbite^tarr'd  sowans  grow, 
Wr  the  puddock-flower  o*  gowden  hoe, 
The  SDEW-drap  white  and  the  bonnj  vilet  hloe. 

Sister  Jeanle,  haste,  well  go 
To  where  the  blossom'd  lilacs  git>w,«> 
To  whne  th«  piae^tw,  d4«fc  an*  high, 
la  polffUag  Ito  Up  lit  theKdiuUeas  akgr. 

leaafe,  iiiDir  •  nenr  Iqr 
la  iwig  ia  til*  yomg^eav'd  wood*  Unbigr; 
Flits  on  Ught  wing  the  drago»46e^ 
An*  hums  on  the  flowrie  the  big  red-bee. 

Down  the  bomie  wirks  ita  way 
Aneath  the  bending  birken  spray, 
An*  wimples  roan*  the  green  moss  staae, 
^IkeuHiwlif,wVe< 


Jeanie,  come;  thy  days  o*  play 
Wt*  antemn  tUe  thiall  pass  away  $ 
Bene  ahdl  Iheae  aoBDeS)  In  durkneM  eait, 
Be  MTafHl  wUd  by  the  wild  winter  MaaL 

TkoQgIt  to  Ihee  e  afalhg  alttll  risBk 
Att' soenea  aa  lirir  salnte  tUee  eyes; 
An*  though,  through  many  acludless  day, 
My  winsome  Jean  shall  be  heaitaome  and  gay ; 

He  wha  grasps  thy  little  hand 
Kae  langer  at  thy  side  shall  stand. 
Nor  o*er  the  flower^MspHakled  htm 
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9oit  tkoa  «••  1^  yanl «»  Sifw, 
^reckTd  wl'  many  a  moasy  stane  ? 
A  few  short  weeks  o*  pain  shall  fly. 
An*  asleep  in  that  bed  shaU  thy  pair  brithflr  He. 

Then  thy  mither^s  tears  awhile 
May  chide  thy  Joy  an'  damp  thy  smile; 
Bnt  sane  ilk  grief  shall  wear  awsP, 
AbA  m  be  Ibisotten  by  ane  an' by  a\ 

Dinna  think  t  he  thoaght  i  s  sad ; 
Life  rezld  me  aft,  but  fhia  mak*b  «M« 
Wban  eanld  mybeart  sndclaa'dmy  ea^ 
Bonny  shall  the  dreams  o'  my  slumbers  be.  , 

At  leogih,  however,  my  oonstitotioii  threw  off  the  malady ; 
though — as  I  still  oocasionally  feel — ^the  oi^an  affected  never 
quite  regained  its  former  vigor ;  and  I  began  to  experienoe  ih% 
quiet  bnt  exquisite  enjoyment  of  the  convalesoentb  After  long 
and  depressing  illnesses,  youth  itself  appears  to  return  with  re- 
turning health ;  and  it  seems  to  be  one  of  the  eompensating  prcv 
visions,  that  while  men  of  robust  constitution  aud  rigid  or- 
ganization get  gradually  old  in  their  spirits  and  obtuse  in 
their  feelings,  the  class  that  have  to  endure  being  many  times 
dck  have  the  solace  of  being  also  many  times  young.  The 
reduced  and  weakened  frame  becomes  as  susceptible  of  the 
emotional  as  in  tender  and  delicate  youth.  I  know  not  that 
I  ever  spent  three  happier  months  than  the  autumnal  months 
of  this  year,  when  gradually  picking  up  flesh  and  strength 
amid  my  old  haunts,  the  woods  and  caves.  My  friend  had 
left  me  early  in  July  for  Aberdeen,  where  he  had  gone  to 
prosecute  his  studies  under  the  eye  of  a  tutor,  one  Mr.  Dun- 
can, whom  he  desmbed  to  me  in  his  letters  as  perhaps  the 
most  deeply  learned  man  he  had  ever  seen.  ^  Tou  may  ask 
him  a  common  question,''  said  my  fHend,  ^^  without  getting  an 
answer,— for  he  has  considerably  more  than  the  average  ab- 
sentness  of  the  great  scholar  about  him ;  but  if  you  inquire  of 
him  the  state  of  any  one  controversy  ev^  agitated  in  the 
Church  or  the  world,  he  will  give  it  you  at  once,  with,  if  you 
please,  all  the  ai^uments  on  both  sides."  The  trait  struck  me 
at  the  time  as  one  of  some  mark ;  and  I  thought  of  it  many 
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yean  after,  -wben  &me  Ittid  \Acfwn  Hie  name  of  my  firieDd's 
tutor  pretty  widely  as  Dr.  Duncan,  Hebrew  Professor  in  our 
Free  Qiurdi  CoU^^  and  one  of  the  most  profoundly  learned 
of  Orientalists.  Though  separated,  however,  from  my  friend, 
I  found  a  quiet  pleasure  in  following  np,  in  my  solitary  walks, 
tiie  views  whidi  his  conversalions  had  su^eated ;  and  in  a 
copy  of  verses,  the  production  of  this  time,  which,  with  all 
their  poverty  and  stiffiiess,  please  me  as  true,  and  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  oonsroksooit  ibeling,  I  find  direct  reference  to 
the  beliefe  wludi  he  had  labored  to  mstil.  My  verses  are 
written  in  a  sort  of  metre  which,  in  the  hands  of  Collins,  be- 
came flaniUe,  and  exquisitdy  poetie,  and  w^sk  in  Ihose  of 
£rke  Wlulei8atleastpleMlng,l>utofwhiiQh  we  &d  poor 
attou^  ^edmens  in  the  ''  Anthologiea''  of  Sontii^,  and 
widdi^iierhaps  no  one  so  limited  in  his  metrical  voeahulary, 
and  so  daftctive  in  hia  musieal  ear,  as  llie  writer  of  these 
ahqitera^  should  ever  have  attempted. 

SOLACB. 
No  star  of  goMM  ItrfhMAM  iMOed  fheblfOl 
or  hfan  n^  dl  imkwwi  and  looAty,  poan, 
A«iUI«UiaU8btof«T«, 

His  peusive,  artleas  song ; 
Tea,  those  who  meric  out  honor,  ease,  irealfli,  ftuae^ 
As  man^t  sole  joys,  Atniod  DO  Jof  la  him ; 

TMor^MblerkiiMl 

His  sUept  pleasBTM  prove. 
For  not  unmarked  bj  him  the  ways  of  men ; 
)ler  yel  to  hfatt  the  ample  page  aBknowfe, 

Wh«i«»  traiM  fey  Matne's  haad^ 

Is  many  a  pleaatng  Itaie. 
O !  when  the  world's  dull  children  bend  the  knee^ 
Meanly  obsequious,  to  some  mortal  god. 

It  ykMs  no  valgar  joy 

AkMiateftaadaloor; 
Or  wMi  they  jq«Ue  on  wealth's  crowded  road» 
And  swells  the  tumult  on  the  breeze,  tis  sweet, 

ThoughtAil,  at  length  reclinedt 

To  list  Che  wrslhftil  hum. 
Whia  thoogh  the  weftkly  gay  tfhai  to  seoA 
The  loitering  dreai^er  of  life^  darkest  sha^^ 

Btingless  the  Jeer,  whose  Toioe 

Com^  ftotn  tha  enoneojos  pallk 
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If  plMBore,  pietiwe  oemm  voBaXPd  to  ehow 

The  haunts  of  him  who  spencU 

His  hours  in  quiet  thought.  , 
And  happier  he  who  can  repress  desire, 
Umb  they  who  seldom  BMiini  a  thwHtod  wUh : 

The  Tassels  they  of  fhtiQ»-^ 

The  unbending  conqueror  he. 
And  thon,  blest  Muse,  though  rudely  strung  thy  lyre, 
Itti  tooM  eftn  gaile  the  dark  -nd  lonesome  day,~ 

Osn  imoolh  the  wriiftled  braw, 

And  dry  the  sorrowing  tear. 
Thine  many  a  biias,~0,  many  a  solace  thine! 
By  thee  upheld,  the  soul  asserts  her  tluxHie, 

The  chastened  passlmis  tleep^ 

And  dove<eyed  Peace  pnevails. 
And  thou,  fair  Hope !  whea  other  comforts  fail,— 
When  night*8  thicic  mists  descend,— thy  beacon  flames, 

Tin  grow  the  dark  clouds  round 

With  beams  of  pronoJsed  bllsa. 
Thon  failest  not,  when,  mate  the  aootblag  ]|ne» 
Lives  thy  onfadiog  solace:  sweet  to  raise 

Thy  eye,  O  quiet  Hope, 

And  greet  a  friend  in  heaven  1— 
A  (Head,  a  brother,  one  whose  awftd  threae 
In  heiy  fisar  heaven's  mightiest  som  njijWWgh : 

Man*s  heart  to  feel  for  maa,-^ 

To  save  bim  GodV  great  power  I 
Cctnqueror  of  death,  Joy  of  the  accepted  soul, 
a.  wonders  raise  no  doabi  whea  feoM  oltlMet 

Iby  way  past  lltwUog  out, 

Thy  lovQ,  can  tongue  declare  f 
CNec"^  by  thy  smite,  Peace  dwells  amid  the  storm ; 
Held  by  thy  hand,  the  floodi  assail  in  vain; 

With  grief  Is  bleat  a  Joy, 

I  tbB  va«lt  of  dMtb. 


Passing,  in  one  of  my  walks  this  autumn,  the  cave  in  which 
J  used  to  ftpend  in  boyhood  so  many  happy  hours  with  Finlay, 
I. found  in  smoking,  as  of  old,  with  a  huge  fire,  and  occupied 
by  a  wilder  and  more  careless  party  than  even  my  truant 
schoolfellows.  It  has  been  discovered  and  appropriated  by  a 
band  of  gipsies,  who,  attracted  by  the  soot-stains  on  its  roof 
and  sides,  and  oondading  that  it  had  been  infaabHed  by  the 
gipsiea  of  otiMr  days,  had,  without  consulting  &ctor  or  lan^ord, 
17 
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>tqaee€i^eredqp<mpotiqon<joP|aatiiepggoperiiioecMoiBof^ 
iformer  ooouptnta  They  were  a  savage  party,  with,  a  good 
4eil  oi  the  true  gipey  blood  in  ihemj  but  not  without  mixtuie 
ni  a  brokenrdown  das8  of  apparently  British  descent;  and  cne 
of  their  women  WM  purely  Irisk  From  what  IhadpreTiouslj 
heard  about  gipaiee,  I  was  not  prepared  for  a  mixture  of  this 
kind ;  but  I  found  it  pretty  general,  and  ascertained  that  at 
least  one  of  the  ways  in  which  it  had  taken  place  was  exem- 
plified by  the  case  of  the  one  Irish  woman.  Her  ^psy  hoar 
band  had  served  as  a  soldier,  and  had  married  her  wh^  in  the 
army.  I  have  been  always  exceedingly  curious  to  see  man  in 
hisrude  dements, — ^to  study  him  as  the  savage,  whether  among 
the  degraded  classes  of  our  own  country,  or,  as  exhibited  in 
the  writings  of  travellers  and  voyagers,  in  his  aboriginal  state; 
and  I  now  did  not  hesitate  to  visit  the  gipsies,  and  to  spend 
not  unireqnently  an  hour  or  two  in  their  company.  They  at 
first  seemed  jealous  of  me  as  a  spy ;  but  finding  me  inofi^sive, 
and  that  I  did  not  bewray  counsel,  they  came  at  length  to  re- 
cognize me  as  the  "  quiet,  sickly  lad,"  and  to  chatter  as  fireely 
inmy  presence  as  in  that  of  the  other  pitchers  with  ears,  which 
they  used  to  &brioate  out  of  tin  by  the  dozen  and  the  soorc^ 
and  the  manu&ctare  of  which,  with  the  making  of  horn  spooofl^ 
£>rmed  the  main  branch  of  business  carried  on  in  the  cave.  I 
saw  in  these  visits  curious  glimpses  of  gipsy  life.  I  could 
trust  only  to  what  I  actually  witnessed :  what  was  told  me 
oould  on  no  occasion  be  believed ;  for  never  were  there  lies 
more  gross  and  monstrous  than  those  of  the  gipsies ;  but  even 
the  lying  formed  of  itself  a  peculiar  trait.  I  have  never  heavd 
lying  ebewhere  that  set  all  probability  so  utterly  at  defiance,-^ 
a  consequence,  in  part,  of  their  recklessly  venturing,  like  un- 
skilful authors,  to  expatiate  in  walks  of  invention  over  which 
their  experience  did  not  extend.  On  one  occasion  an  old  gipsy 
woman,afber pronouncing  my  malady  consumption, prescribed 
Hot  me  as  an  inMlible  remedy,  raw  parsley  minced  small  and 
made  up  into  balls  with  fresh  butter ;  but  seeing,  I  suppose,  from 
my  manner,  that  I  lacked  the  necessary  belief  in  h^  ^eoific^ 
^  went  on  to  say ,  that  she  had  derived  her  knowledge  of  such 
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ifialldHi  firoitt  liey  mofher,  one  of  tlie  mo^  **  skeely  wom^  thift 
ever  Hveff.**  Her  mother,  she  said,  had  once  healed  a  lord's 
Btm.  of  a  grievous  hurt  in  half  a  minute,  after  all  the  ISnglish 
doctors  had  shown  they  could  do  nothing  for  Mm.  His  eye 
bod  been  stnick  out  of  its  socket  by  a  blow,  and  hung  IwdP 
-way  down  his  cheek ;  and  though  the  doctors  could  of  course 
return  it  to  its  place,  it  reHised  to  stick,  always  &lling  out 
i^n.  Her  mother,  however,  at  once  understood  the  case ; 
and,  making  a  little  slit  at  the  back  of  the  young  man's  neck, 
slie  got  hold  of  the  end  of  a  sinew,  and  pulling  in  the  dislodged 
orb  at  a  tug,  she  made  all  tight  by  running  a  knot  on  the  con- 
trolling ligament,  and  so  kept  the  eye  in  its  place.  And,  save 
that  the  young  lord  continued  to  squint  a  little,  he  was  well  at 
once.  The  peculiar  anatomy  on  which  this  invention  was 
framed  must  hare,  of  course,  resembled  that  of  a  wax-d6ll  with 
winking  eyes ;  but  it  did  well  enough  for  the  woman ;  and, 
having  no  character  for  truth  to  maintain,  she  did  not  hesitate 
tb  build  on  it.  On  asking  her  whether  she  ever  attended 
church,  she  at  once  replied,  *'0  yes,  at  one  time  very  often. 
I  am  the  daughter  of  a  minister, — ^  nafuraZ  daughter,  you 
know :  my  fkther  was  the  most  powerfttl  preacher  in  all  the 
i^outh,  and  I  always  went  to  hear  him."  In  about  an  hour 
B^^r,  however,  forgetting  her  extemporary  sally,  and  the  rev- 
erend character  with  which  she  had  invested  her  sire,  she 
spoke  of  him,  in  another  equally  palpable  invention,  as  the 
greatest  **  king  of  the  gipsies"  that  the  gipsies  ever  had.  Even 
llie  children  had  caught  this  habit  of  monstrous  mendacity. 
There  was  one  of  the  boys  of  the  band,  considerably  under 
twelve,  who  could  extemporize  lying  narratives  by  the  hour, 
and  seemed  always  delighted  to  get  a  listener ;  and  a  little 
gfrl,  younger  still,  who  "  lisped  in^cfion  for  the  JtcHon  came." 
There  were  two  things  that  used  to  strike  me  as  peculiar  among 
these  gipsies, — a  Hindu  type  of  head,  small  of  size,  but  vdtfc 
a  considerable  fulness  of  forehead,  especially  along  the  medial 
Iffte,  in  the  region,  as  the  phrenologist  would  perhaps  say,  of 
individuality  and  comparison  ;  and  a  singular  posture  asstimed 
by  the  Metfy  ftoales  of  the  tribe  in  squatdAg  heSott  thdhr 


fym^  In  whiA  tbe  elbow  leitod  on  tbe  kafsea  tefnigl»doie4» 
gether,  tbe  chin  on  tbe  palms^  and  the  eotiro  ^ore  (eome* 
w;bat  jreeemblmg  iu  attilude  a  Meaucan  mummj)  «aira9x«d«i. 
QatUodiiih  aj^peainmce,  that  nnamded  me  of  aome  of  tfaeiaora 
gC0tesqiie  M^olptorea  ai Egypt  and  Hin4aatao*  Thef0cid«ir 
tjrpe  of  }iead  waa  deriyed,  J  doubt  not,  from  afi  aacestiy 
criginally  difiereot  from  that  <^  the  settled  nceaof  the  aoaa. 
try ;  nor  is  it  impossible  that  the  peculiar  poaitiaD^ — uplika 
any  Ihave  erer  ae^  Scottish femalea  asaume^ — ^waa  also  of 
fftreign  ongin. 

.  i  have  witnessed  scenes  among  these  gipsies,  of  whidi  the 
i^ithor  of  the  '^  Jolly  Beggars"  might  haye  made  rare  nss^  but 
which  formed  a  sort  of  materials  that  I  lacked  the  special  ahili^ 
ty  lightly  to  employ.  It  was  reported  on  one  occasion  that 
a^  marriage  ceremony  and  wedding  were  to  take  place  in  tbe 
caye,  and  I  sauntered  the  way,  in  ti^e  hope  of  asoerU^^ing  bow 
ita  inmates  ^Kmtriyed  to  do  for  themselyes  what  of  ooorae  no 
dejqgyman  could  yenture  to  do  for  them, — seeing  that^  of  the 
parties  to  be  united,  the  brid^room  might  baye  aliesdy  «» 
many  wiyes  Hying  as  ^'  Pet^  Bell,"  and  the  bride  as  many  busr 
bands.  A  gipsy  marriage  had  taken  place,  a  few  years  pre* 
y^ous  in  a  caye  near  Rosemarkie.  An  old  male  (^pay,  pes- 
S4»ssed  of  the  rare  accomplishment  of  reading,  had  ha}frea«t 
half-spelled  the  English  marriage-seryice  to  the  y ouii^  coiq>ls» 
and  tbe  ceremony  was  deemed  completeat  its  dose.  And  I  now 
e^qpected  to  witness  something  similar.  In  an  <^)eitfng  in  tbe 
wood  aboye,  I  encountered  two  yery  drunk  |py[wie8|  and  saw 
the  fnrstfruile  of  tbe  comis^  merriment.  One  of  the  two  waa 
an  uncouth*looking  monster,  sallow-skinned,  flal^Aeed,  rounds 
shouldered,  long  and  thinly  limbed,  at  least  six  {»t  two  inobes 
in  height,  and,  from-  his  strange  mi^ropprUons,  he  might  baTS 
passed  for  seyen  feet  any  day,  were  it  not  that  his  trouseiSf 
made  ibr  a  much  shorter  man,  and  rising  to  the  middle  of  bis 
calfless  Ic^gs,  gaye  him  much  the  appearance  of  a  big  boy  walk- 
ii^  on  stilts.  The  boys  of  the  place  called  him  ^^Giaat 
Grimbo;"  while  his  companion,  a  tight  dapper  litHe  fellow, 
wko  always  showed  off  a  compact,  well-rounded  leg  in  coida- 


neiijr  ttf^xprwjdbfes,  ilifey  had  learned  to  disftinguii*  as  "  MIy' 
Bi^eedied.^  Hie  giant,  'wiio  carried  a  bag-pipe,  had  broken' 
dbwn  ere  I  came  up  iHth  them ;  and  now,  sitting  on  the  grass, 
he  was  droning  oat  in  fitfitl  blasts  a  diabolical  music,  to  which 
BHIf  Breeches  was  dancing;  but,  just  as  I  passed,  Billy  also 
gtive  way,  after  wastmg  an  infinity  of  exertion  in  keeping  erect ; ' 
ahd,  falling  over  the  prostrate  musician,  I  could  hear  the  bag 
git>aning  out  its  soul  as  he  pressed  against  it,  in  a  lengthened' 
mclanchofious  squeal.  I  found  l^e  cave  bearing  an  aspect  of 
more  than  ordinary  picturesqueness.  It  had  its  two  fires,  and' 
its  double  portion  of  smoke,  that  went  rolling  out  in  the  calm 
Hke  an  inyerted  river ;  for  it  dung  close  to  the  roof,  as  if  by  a 
reversed  gravitation,  and  turned  its  foaming  surfiuse  down- 
wards. At  the  one  fire  an  old  gipsy  woman  was  engs^ed  in 
baking  oateh  cakes ;  and  a  great  pot,  that  dispensed  through 
the  cave  the  savory  odor  of  unlucky  poultry  cut  short  in  the 
middle  of  their  days,  and  of  hapless  hares  destroyed  without 
the  game  Hcense,  depended. over  the  other.  An  ass,  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  tribe,  stood  meditating  in  the  fore-ground; 
two  urchins,  of  about  from  ten  to  twelve  years  a^piece, — 
wretchedly  supplied  in  the  article  of  clothing, — for  the  one, 
provided  with  only  a  pair  of  tattered  trousers,  was  naked  firom 
the  waist  upwards,  and  the  other,  furnished  with  only  a  dilap- 
idated jacket,  was  naked  from  the  waist  downwards, — ^were 
etogaged  in  picking  up  fhel  fbr  the  fire,  still  further  in  front ; 
a' few  of  the  ordinary  inmates  of  the  place  lounged  under  cover 
df  the  smoke,  apparently  in  a  mood  not  in  the  least  busy ;  and 
on  a  couch  of  dried  fern  sat  evidently  the  central  figure  of  the* 
group,  a  young,  sparkling-eyed  brunette,  more  than  ordinarily 
marked  by  the  Hindu  peculiarities  of  head  and  feature,  and 
attended  by  a  savage-looking  fellow  of  about  twenty,  dark  as 
a  mulatto,  and  with  a  profusion  of  long  flexible  hair,  black  as. 
jet,  hianging  down  to  his  eyes,  and  clusteHng  about  his  cheeks 
and  lieck.  These  were,  I  ascertained,  the  bride  and  bride- 
gt^Mym.  T^te  bride  was  engaged  in  sewing  a  cap, — the  bride- 
groom in  watching  the  prc^ess  of  the  work.  I  observed  that 
die  p^u*ty,  who  were  less  communicative  than  usual,  seemed  to 
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&ther  of  the  bride,  gray  as  a  l^ifyQess  tbom  ia  wqitert  ^*' 
Btill  stalwart  and  stroog^sat  admirit^aUt  of  tpeltovof  alMHil 
a  pound  weight  It  was  gold,  he  saidi  or,  aa  hia  prapomoed 
the  word,  ''guild,"  which  had  been  iKw^jid  in  an  old  eaini,  aadr 
was  (of  iinmense  value,  ''for  it  was  peer  ^^d,  and  that  wss 
the  best  o'  guild;"  but  if  I  pleased,  he  would  sell  it  to  jase^a 
Teiy  great  bargiun*  I  was  engaged  withsozoe  difBeultj  in  de> 
dining  the  offer,  when  we  were  interrupted  by  the  spimds  of 
the  bag-pipe.  Giant  Grimbo  and  Billy  Breeches  had  sue* 
o^ed  in  regaining  their  feet,  and  were  seeR  staggOTAg 
towards  the  cave*  "  Where's  the  whisky,  Billy  t^  inquired 
the  prpprietor  of  the  gold,  addressing  himself  to  the  man  of 
the  small  dothes.  "Whisky!"  said  BUly,  "ask  Grimbo." 
"Where's  the  whisky,  Grimbo  1"  reiterated  the  tinker. 
"  Whisky !"  replied  Grimbo, "  Whisky !"  and  yet  agjain,  after 
apauoe  and  a  luoci^  "  Whisky  V^  "  Ye  confounded  blades  I" 
said  the  tinker,  springing  to  his  feet  with  an  agility  wonderful 
fi^r  an  age  so  advanced  as  his,  "  Have  you  drank  it  all  ?  But 
take  that,  Grimbo,  he  added,  planting  a  blow  full  on  the  side 
of  the  giant's  head,  which  prostrated  his  vast  length  along  the 
floor  of  the  cave.  "  And  take  that,  Billy,"  he  iterated,  deal- 
ing such  another  blow  to  the  shorter  man,  which  sent  him 
right  athwart  his  prostrate  comrade.  And  then,  turning  to 
me  she  remarked  with  perfect  coolness,  "  That,  master,  I  call 
smart  hitting."  "  Honest  lad,"  whispered  one  of  the  women 
immediately  after,  "  it  will  be  a  reuph  time  wi'  us  here  the 
nicht:  you  had  just  better  be  stepping  your  ways."  I  had 
already  begun  to  think  so  without  prompting ;  and  so,  taking 
my  leave  of  the  gipsies,  I  &iled  being,  as  I  had  proposed,  one 
of  the  witnesses  of  the  wedding. 

There  is  a  sort  of  grotesque  humor  in  scenes  of  the  kind 
described,  that  has  charms  for  artists  and  authors  of  a  particu- 
lar dass, — some  of  them  men  of  broad  sympathies  and  great 
genius ;  and  hence,  through  their  representations,  literary  and 
pictorial,  the  ludicrous  point  of  view  has  oome  to  be  the  coi^ 
venttonal  and  ordinary  one.    And  yet  it  is  a  sad  enough  mer- 
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ikBteDt,  after  Ml,  lliat  has  fbr  its  subject  a  degradation  so  ex- 
tfeme,  I  never  knew  a  gipsy  that  seemed  to  possess  a  moral 
8eii8e,-*-4i  degree  of  Pariakism  which  has  been  reached  by  only 
one  other  class  in  the  country,  and  that  a  small  one, — ^the  de- 
seekidants  of  degraded  females  in  our  large  towns.  An  educa- 
tion in  Scotland,  howerer  secular  in  its  character,  always  casts 
a  certain  amount  of  enlightenment  on  the  conscience ;  a  home, 
however  humble,  whose  inmates  win  their  bread  by  honest  in- 
dustry, has  a  similar  effect ;  but  in  the  peculiar  walks  in  which 
for  generations  there  has  been  no  education  of  any  kind,  or  in 
which  bread  has  be^n  iJtie  wi^es  €i  hi&my,  the  moral  sense 
s6ems  so  wholly  obliterated,  that  there  appears  to  survive 
notiung  in  the  mind  to  which  the  missionary  or  the  moralist 
can  appeal.  It  seems  scarce  possible  for  a  man  to  know  even 
a  very  Kttle  of  these  classes,  without  learning,  in  consequence, 
to  respect  honest  labor,  and  even  secular  knowledge,  as  at 
least  ^e  secofMftH  things,  in  their  moral  beanng  and  in. 
flnenoe,  that  can  exist  among  a  people. 
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CHAPTER  XYIII. 


^For  mfh  is  the  flaw  of  the  d^th  of  the  plan 
In  the  make  of  that  wonderftil  creature  calPd  man, 
No  two  Tirtues,  whatever  relation  they  claim, 
K or  eren  two  dtffareiit  iliades  of  Che  same, 
Thoflgh  like  a»  waft  ettr  twin-brother  to  brotbcr, 
PoBfOMiiilg  the  one  shall  imply  youVe  the  other.** 

Burns 

Du&nra  my  period  of  convalescence,  I  amused  myself  in 
bewiiig  for  my  uncles,  from  an  original  design,  an  ornate  dial- 
stone  ;  and  the  dial*stone  still  exists,  to  show  that  my  skill  as 
a  stone-cutter  rose  somewhat  above  the  average  of  the  pro- 
fession in  those  parts  of  the  country  in  which  it  ranks  highest. 
Gradually  as  I  recovered  health  and  strength,  little  jobs  came 
dropping  in.  I  executed  sculptured  tablets  in  a  style  not 
common  in  the  north  of  Scotland ;  introduced  into  the  church- 
yards of  the  locality  a  better  type  of  tombstone  than  had  ob- 
tained in  them  before,  save,  mayhap,  at  a  very  early  period ; 
distanced  all  my  competitors  in  the  art  of  inscription-cutting ; 
and  at  length  fi)und  that,  without  exposmg  my  weakened 
lungs  to  the  rough  tear  and  wear  to  which  the  ordinary  stone- 
cutter must  subject  himself,  I  could  live.  I  deemed  it  an 
advantage,  too,  rather  than  the  reverse,  that  my  new  branch  of 
employment  brought  me  not  unfrequently  for  a  few  days  into 
country  districts  sufficiently  distant  from  home  to  present  me 
with  new  fields  of  observation,  and  to  open  up  new  tracts  of 
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inquiry.'  Sometimes  I  ^pent  half  a  week  in  a  &nii-lioii9D  in 
the  ne^hborhood  of  some  country  churchyard, — ^sometimes  I 
lodged  in  a  village^-— oflener  than  once  I  sheltered  beside  some 
gentleman's  seat,  where  the  august  shadow  of  lairdship  lay 
heavy  on  society ;  and  in  this  way  I  came  to  see  and  know  a 
good  deal  of  the  Scottish  people^  in  their  many-colored  aspects^ 
of  which  otherwise  I  might  have  remained  ignorant.  At 
times^  too,  on  some  dusty  cottage  shelf  I  succeeded  in  picking 
up  a  rare  book,  or,  what  was  not  less  welcome,  got  a  curious 
tradition  from  the  cottager ;  or  there  lay  within  the  reach  of 
an  evening  walk  some  interesting  piece  of  antiquity,  or  some 
rock-section,  which  I  found  it  profitable  to  visit.  A  solitary 
burying-ground,  too,  situated,  as  country  burying-grounds 
usually  are,  in  some  pleasant  spot,  and  surrounded  by  its 
groupes  of  ancient  trees,  formed  a  much  more  delightful  scene 
of  labor  than  a  dusty  work-shed,  or  some  open  area  in  a  busy 
town ;  and  altogether  I  found  my  new  mode  oi  life  a  quiet 
and  happy  one.  Nor,  with  all  its  tranquillity,  was  it  a  sort 
of  life  in  which  the  intellect  was  in  any  great  danger  of  Ailing 
asleep.  There  was  i^oarce  a  locality  in  which  new  game  might 
not  be  started,  that,  in  the  running  down,  kept  the  &culdes 
in  full  play.  Let  me  exemplify  by  describing  the  courses  of 
inquiry,  physical  and  metaphysical,  which  opened  up  to  me 
when  spending  a  few  days,  first  in  the  burying-ground  of  Kirk* 
michael,  and  next  in  the  churchyard  of  Nigg. 

I  have  elsewhere  somewhat  &ncifidly  described  the  ruinous 
chapel  and  solitary  grave-yard  of  Kirkmichael  as  lying  on  the 
sweep  of  a  gentle  declivity,  within  a  few  yards  of  a  flat  sea- 
b^ach,  so  little  exposed  to  the  winds,  that  it  would  seem  as 
|f  *'  ocean  muffled  its  waves  in  approaching  this  field  of  the 
dead.''  And  so  the  two  vegetations, — ^that  of  the  land  and  of 
the  seai — ^undisturbed  by  the  surf,  which  on  opener  coasts  pre^ 
vents  the  growth  of  either  along  the  upper  littoral  line,  where 
tihe  waves  beat  heaviest,  here  meet  and  mingle,  each  encroach- 
ing for  a  little  way  on  the  province  of  the  other.  And  al 
meal-times*  ai^d  when  returning  homewards  in  the  evening 
%lofig.  tl^  diorei  it  funiial^ed  me  with  amusement  enough  to 
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mark  1^  diancter  of  the  several  plants  of  both  flone  t^ 
meet  and  croea  each  other,  and  the  appearanoes  which  thej 
assume  when  inhabiting  each  the  other^s  province.  On  the 
side  of  the  land,  beds  of  thrift,  with  its  gaj  flowers  the  seak 
pinks,  occupied  green  prominent  cushions,  that  stood  up  like* 
little  islets  amid  the  flowing  sea,  and  were  covered  over  by 
aalt  water  during  stream-tides  to  the  depth  of  from  ^hteeii 
inches  to  two  feet.  With  these  there  occasionally  mii^ted 
spikes  of  the  sea-lav^der ;  and  now  and  then,  Hiough  mor» 
xardy,  a  aeorosier^  that  might  be  seen  raising  above  the  caha- 
Bur&ce  its  composite  flowers,  with  their  bright  yellow  staminal 
pods,  and  their  pale  purple  petals.  Far  bey<»id,  however, 
even  the  cushions  of  thrift,  I  could  trace  the  fleshy,  jointed 
stems  of  the  glass-wort,  rising  out  of  the  mud,  but  beoomin^^ 
diminutive  and  branchless  as  I  fbUowed  them  downwardsi,  tiU, 
at  depths  where  they  must  have  been  frequently  swum  ov^r 
by  the  young  coal-fish  and  the  flounder,  they  appeared  a» 
mere  fleshy  spikes,  scarce  an  inch  in  height,  and  then  ceaaed* 
On  the  side  of  the  sea  it  was  the  various  fucoids  that  ross 
highest  along  the  beach :  the  serrated  fucus  barely  met  tib» 
salt-wort;  but  the  bladder-bearing  fu<ms  {fucus  nwihsui} 
mingled  its  brown  fronds  not  unfrequently  with  the  crimsons 
flowers  of  the  thrift;,  and  the  vesicular  fucus  {Jucub  vesicuiosus) 
rose  higher  still,  to  enter  into  strai^e  companioosliip  with  the 
sea-side  plaintains  and  the  common  scurvy-grass.  Gjwm  eiH 
teromorpha  of  two  spedes — M  eomjfreasa  and  JS,  inUiHnaliA 
— ^I  also  found  abundant  along  the  edges  of  tiie  ^bnAhed»i 
and  it  strode  me  as  curious  f^  the  time,  that  whHe  most  of 
the  land-plants  which  had  thus  deso^ided  beyond  the-8eft# 
level  were  of  the  h^h  diootyledixious  division,  the  sesrweeda 
with  which  they  mingled  their  leaves  and  seed-veasels  wero 
low  in  their  standing,— fuci  and  enteromicn*!^ — plants  aft 
least  not  higher  than  their  kindred  (»yptcgamia,  the  lidiena 
and  mosses  of  the  land.  Fa:r  beyimd,  in  the  outer  reaches  of 
the  bay,  where  land*planta  never  af^roaehed,  there  wem 
meadows  of  a  sub-marine  vegetation,  of  (for  the  sea)  m  eompar- 
atively  h^  cbaraeter.    33ieir  naBuircnia  platils  («daio«  mm 
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ftna)  liad  trae  roots,  and  true  leaves,  and  true  flowers;  and 
tbeir  spikes  ripened  amid  the  salt  waters  towards  the  dose  of 
autumn,  round  white  seeds,  that,  like  many  of  the  seeds  of 
t^  land,  had  their  sugar  and  starch.  But  these  plants  kept 
fhr  aloof,  in  their  green  depths,  from  their  cogeners  the  mono> 
cotyledons  of  the  terrestrial  flora.  It  was  merely  the  low 
FkuaeecB  and  ConfervecB  of  the  sea  that  I  found  meeting  and 
mixing  with  the  descending  dicotyledons  of  the  land.  I  felt  a 
good  deal  of  interest  in  marking,  about  this  time,  how  certain 
belts  (^marine  vegetation  occurred  on  a  vast  boulder  situated 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Cromarty,  on  the  extreme  line  of  the 
•bb  of  spring-tides.  I  detected  the  various  species  ranged  in 
sones,  just  as  on  lofty  hills  the  botanist  finds  his  agricultural, 
moorland,  and  alpine  zones  rising  in  succession  the  one  over 
the  other.  At  the  base  of  the  huge  mass,  at  a  level  to  which 
tiie  tide  rarely  fails,  the  characteristic  vegetable  is  the  rough- 
stiemmed  tangle, — Laminaria  digitata.  In  the  zone  imme- 
diately above  the  lowest,  the  prevailing  vegetable  is  the 
8mootb«temmed  tangle, — Laminaria  saecharina.  Higher 
•till  there  occurs  a  zone  of  the  serrated  fhcus, — F.  aerrakts,'^ 
blent  with  another  familiar  Ibcus, — F.  nodosus.  Then  comes 
a  yet  higher  zone  ofFueut  vesicfilosus  ;  aud  higher  Hill,  a  few 
scattered  tufts  of  Fueut  eanalieuUUus  ;  and  then,  as  on  lofty 
mountains  that  rise  above  the  line  of  perpetual  snow,  vegeta- 
tion  ceases,  and  the  boulder  presents  a  round  bald  head,  that 
rises  over  the  surfitce  after  the  first  few  hours  of  ebb  have 
passed.  But  &r  beyond  its  base,  where  the  sea  never  flills, 
gre^  meadows  of  ZQ$tera  flourish  in  the  depths  of  the  water, 
where  they  unfold  their  colorless  flowers,  unfiimished  with 
petals,  and  ripen  their  floinaoeous  seeds,  that,  wherever  they 
rise  to  the  sur&ce,  seem  very  susceptible  of  frost  I  have 
seen  the  shores  strewed  with  a  line  of  green  zoitera^  viMQi  its 
qukes  charged  with  seed,  after  a  smart  October  fi^ost,  that 
bad  been  coincident  with  the  ebb  of  a  low  spring-lide,  had 
nipt  its  redtilinear  fronds  and  flexible  stems. 

But  whaty  it  may  be  asked,  was  the  bearing  of  all  this  ob- 
amatiwl    IbynomeanasawitaentirefoeaciDgatthetimei 


tSfl  Vr  ItCHOOLS  AND  SCEOOLKAdTllBd; 

I  dm|>l7  obfienred  and  recorded,  because  I  found  it  pleasant  to 
observe  and  record.    And  yet  one  of  the  wild  dreams  of 
Ifaillet  hi  his  TeUiamed  had  given  a  certain  degree  of  unity, 
and  a  certain  definite  direction,  to  my  gleamngs  of  &ct  on  tie 
subject,  which  they  would  not  have  otherwise  possessed,    ft 
was  held  by  this  fknciful  writer,  that  the  vegetation  of  the 
land  had  been  derived  originally  from  that  of  the  ocean.    *•  hi 
a  word,**  we  find  him  saying,  **  do  not  herbs,  plants,  roots, 
grain,  and  all  of  tMs  kind  that  the  earth  produces  and  nour- 
ishes, come  from  the  sea  t   Is  it  not  at  least  natural  to  thmk  so, 
since  we  are  certain  that  all  our  habitable  lands  came  originally 
from  the  sea  ?    Besides,  in  small  islands  &r  fk)m  the  Conti- 
nent, which  have  appeared  a  few  ages  ago  at  most,  and  where  it 
is  manifest  that  never  any  men  had  been,  we  find  shrubs,  herbs, 
and  roots.     Now,  you  must  be  forced  to  own  that  either  those 
productions  owed  their  origin  to  the  sea,  or  to  a  new  creation, 
whieh  ii  ohHirdT*    And  then  Maillet  goes  on  to  show,  after 
a  manner  which — now  that  algseolc^  has  become  a  science — 
most  beregarded  as  at  least  curious,  that  the  plants  of  the  sea, 
thongh  not  so  well  developed  as  those  of  the  land,  are  really 
very  mndi  of  the  same  nature.  "The  fishermen  of  Marseilles 
fhid  dally  J**  he  says,  "  in  their  nets,  and  among  their  fish,  jtots 
of  a  hundred  kinds,  with  their  finuts  still  upon  them ;  and 
though  these  fruits  are  not  so  large  nor  so  well  nourished  as 
those  of  our  earth,  yet  their  species  is  in  no  other  respects  du- 
bious.   Ihere  they  find  clusters  of  white  and  black  gfapes, 
peach  trees,  pear  trees,  prune  trees,  apple  trees,  and  all  sorts  of 
flowers."    Such  was  the  sort  of  wild  fiible  invented  in  a'  tract 
o#  natural  science  in  winch  I  found  it  of  interest  to  acquahit 
myBelf  with  the  truth.    I  have  since  seen  the  extraordinary 
▼iskm  of  Maillet  revived,  first  by  Oken,  and  then  by  the  author 
of  the  **  Vestiges  of  Creation ;"  and  when,  in  grappling  with  some 
of  the  views  and  statements  of  the  latter  writer,  I  set  myself  to 
write  ^e  chapter  of  my  little  work  whidi  deals  with  tMs  spe- 
cial hypothesis,  I  found  that  I  had  in  some  sort  studied  in  the 
school  in  which  the  education  necessary  to  its  production  was 
BMM^  fhorougl^y  to  be  acq^iufed.    Thd  thc(  ingenious  anlhtff 
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<^tbe  ^<  Vesligei^'  tdcen  leasons  fiNr  but  a  rfiort  time  «!  tlm 
same  form,  he  ^(?ould  scarce  have  thought  of  reyiTing  in 
these  latter  ages  the  dream  of  Oken  and  MaiUet.  A  knowl- 
edge of  the  &ct8  would  to  a  certainty  have  protected  him 
again^  the  reproduction  of  the  hypothesis. 

The  lesson  at  Nigg  was  of  a  more  curious  kind,  though, 
mayhap,  less  certainly  condusiTe  in  its  bearings.  The  house 
of  tiie  proprietor  of  Nigg  bordered  on  the  burying-ground.  I 
was  engaged  in  cutting  an  inamption  on  the  tombstone  of  lus 
wife,  recently  dead ;  and  a  poor  idiot,  who  ^und  his  living  m 
tilie  kitchen,  and  to  whom  the  deceased  had  shown  kindness,, 
used  to  oeme  every  day  to  the  churdiyard,  to  sit  bende  me^ 
a«d  jabber  in  broken  expressions  his  grieC  I  was  stmck  with 
the  extremeness  of  his  idiotoy :  he  manifested  even  more  than 
the  ordinary  inability  of  his  dass  to  deal  with  figures^  for  he 
oould  scarce  tell  whether  nature  had  furnished  him  with  one 
head  or  with  two ;  and  no  power  of  education  could  have 
taught  him  to  count  his  fingers.  He  was  equally  defeetive, 
tooy  in  the  mechanical,  Angus  could  not  be  got  into  trowers ; 
and  the  contrivance  of  the  button  remained  a  mystery  which 
he  was  never  able  to  comprehend.  And  so  he  wore  a  lavge 
blue  gown^  like  that  of  a  beadsman,  which  slipped  over  his 
head,  and  was  bound  by  a  belt  round  his  middle,  with  a  stout 
woollen  shirt  underneath.  But,  though  unacquainted  with 
the  mystery  of  the  button,  there  were  mysteries  of  another  kind 
with  which  be  seemed  to  have  a  most  perfect  aoquaintanee: 
Angus — ^always  a  &ithful  attendant  at  church— *was  a  great 
critic  in  sermons ;  nor  was  it  every  preacher  that  satisfied  him ; 
and  such  was  his  imitative  turn,  that  he  himself  could. preach 
\^  the  hour,  in  the  manner — so  far  at  least  as  voice  and  gee. 
ture  went — of  all  the  popular  ministers  of  the  district.  There 
was,  however,  rather  a  paucity  of  idea  in  his  discourses :  in 
his  more.eneigetio  passages,  when  he  struck  the  book  and 
stamped  with  his  foot,  he  usually  iterated,  in  sonorous  Qaelia» 
— ^"  The  wicked,  the  wicked,  O  wretches  the  wicked  l"  while 
a  passsge  of  a  less  d^reciatory  characto:  served  him  iot  set* 
tingoff  bis  middle  tones  and  his  patboi.     Bnt  that  fin:  whi«b 
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Ub  dttnoter  ww  dnefl^  rematriuMe  was  an  iislfaietiTe,  ftx- 
like  cmmiiig,  tbat  seemed  to  lie  at  its  very  biu^— «  eumung 
wliioh  ooexifited,  however,  with  p^ect  htmeatef^  and  a  de- 
voted attaehmeat  to  his  patron  the  prc^rietor. 

Hie  town  of  Cix»narty  had  its  poor  imbedle  man  of  quite  a 
diflfersat  stamp.  Jock  Gordon  had  been,  it  was  said,  ^like 
other  people"  till  his  ^Mirteaith  year,  when  a  severe  attack  of 
illness  left  him  baokrapt  in  bodi  mind  and  body.  He  rose 
from  his  bed  lame  of  a  foot  and  hand,  his  cme  side  simskfln 
and  nerveless,  the  one  lobe  of  his  brain  apparently  inopera- 
tive, and  with  less  than  half  his  former  energy  and  intelleck; 
not  at  all  an  idiot,  however,  thou^  s<Nnewi»t  more  h^lesa, 
-^he  poor  mutilated  fragment  c^a  reasoning  man.  Among 
his  oth^  failings,  he  stuttered  lamentably.  He  beeame  an  in- 
mate of  the  kitchen  of  Cromarty  Hoose ;  and  learned  to  nm, 
<Nr,  I  should  rather  say,  to  limp,  errands*— for  he  had  risen 
from  the  fover  that  ruined  him  to  nm  no  more — wilh  great 
fiddity  and  success.  He  was  fond  of  church-going,  of  read* 
ing  good  little  books,  and,  notwithstanding  hk  sad  stutter,  of 
singing.  Durii^  the  day,  he  might  be  heard,  as  he  hobbled 
along  the  streets  on  business, "  iinffimg  in  inio  Mnu^,'^*  as  the 
children  used  to  say,  in  a  low  unvaried  imdertone,  some^duit 
resembling  the  humming  of  a  bee ;  but  wh^i  nigfat  foil,  the 
whole  town  heard  him.  He  was  no  patconizer  of  modem 
poets  or  composers.  ''  There  was  a  8hip,and  a  iMp  of  fome," 
and  ^^  Death  and  the  Fair  Lady,"  were  his  especial  fov<»rites; 
and  he  could  repeat  the  ^'  Gosport  Tragedy,"  and  the  ^  Babes 
in  the  Wood,"  from  beginning  to  end.  B^oetimeshe  stotteN 
ed  in  the  notes,  and  then  they  lengthened  on  and  on  into  a 
never-ending  quaver  that  our  first-rate  aingeis  might  have  e»> 
vied.  Sometimes  there  was  a  sudd^i  break  ;^<-Jodc  had  beeik 
fsonsulting  the  pocket  in  which  he  stored  his  bread;-— but  no 
sooner  was  his  mouth  hal^leared,  than  he  began  again,  fit 
middle-life,  however,  a  great  calamity  overtook  Jook.  Hia 
patron,  the  occupant  of  Cromarty  House,  quitted  theoouirtry 
for  France :  Jock  was  left  without  ecen^Mtion  or  aliment-; 
and  the^stzisets  heard  no  nu>¥e  of  his  mniga,    H^  gsaw  lank 
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1^  iioB^  HDii  stvttffired  and  limped  mcKre  painibfly  dmi  be- 
fore^ and  was  in  the  last  stage  of  privatioii  and  distress ; 
when  a  beneT<^nt  proprietor  of  Nigg,  who  resided  half  the 
year  in  a  town^iouse  in  Cromarty,  took  pity  upon  Mm,  and 
introduced  him  to  his  kitcdien.  ^d  in  a  few  days  Jodc  was 
oaging  and  limpu^  errands  with  as  much  energy  as  ever. 
But  the  tone  at  length  came  when  his  new  bene&ctor  had  to 
^mt  ins  house  in  town,  for  his  seat  in  the  country ;  and  it 
behoved  Jwk  to  take  temporary  leave  of  Cromarty  and  fol- 
low him.  And  then  the  poor  imbecile  man  of  the  town- 
kilchen  had,  of  course,  to  measure  himself  against  his  for- 
midable riyal,  the  vigorous  idiot  of  the  country  one. 

On  Jodc's  advent  at  Nigg, — ^which  had  taken  plaoe  a  few 
weeks  previous  to  my  oigagemeot  in  the  burying-ground  of 
the  paiish, — the  diaraeter  of  Angus  seemed  to  dilate  in  energy 
and  power.  He  repaired  to  the  churchyard  with  spade  and 
l^dkraxe,  and  began  Egging  a  grave.  It  was  a  grave,  he  sind, 
far  wished  Jock  Gordon  ;  and  Jock,  whether  he  thought  it  or 
fio,  had  eome  to  Ni^,  he  added,  only  to  be  buried.  Jock, 
however,  was  not  to  be  dislodged  so ;  and  Angus,  professing 
sodden  fHendship  for  him,  gave  expression  to  the  magnani- 
mxnam  resolution,  tint  he  would  not  only  tolerate  Jock,  but  also 
be  very  kind  to  him,  and  show  him  the  place  whe^e  he  kept 
sU  his  money.  He  had  lots  of  money,  he  said,  which  he  had 
hidden  in  a  dike ;  but  he  would  show  the  place  to  Jock  Got- 
doa,*-*to  poor  crif^le  Jodt  Grordon :  he  would  show  him  the 
wety  hole,  and  Jock  would  g^  it  all.  And  so  he  brought 
lode  to  the  hole, — ^a  cavityin  a  tui^wall  in  the  neighboring 
wood, — and,  taking  care  that  his  own  way  of  retreat  was  clear 
he  bade  him  insinuate  his  liand.  No  sooner  had  he  done  so, 
ksw^ver,  tinn  there  issued  Ibrth  from  between  his  fingers  a 
eU>vA  of  wasps,  of  the  variety  so  abundant  in  the  north  oouik 
try,  t^at  build  their  nests  in  earthy  banks  and  old  mole-hills ; 
and  poor  Jodc,  ill  fitted  for  retreat  in  any  sudden  emergency, 
Wiis  stui^  witi^in  an  indi  of  his  life.  Angus  returned  in  high 
gke^  preadnng  ah<mt "  wicked  Jock  Gordon,  whom  the  very 
wasps  wottldA^  let  ak)iieV'  but  though  he  pretended  no  tdanhat 
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friendskip  for  a  few  diijs  after,  he  again  drew  to  him  hi  apr 

parent  kindness ;  and  on  the  following  Saturday,  on  Jock  be- 
ing  despatched  to  a  neighboring  smithy  with  a  sheep's  head 
to  singe,  Angus  volunteered  his  services  to  show  hinrtfae  way, 

Angus  went  trotting  before  ;  Jock  came  limping  behind : 
the  fields  were  open  and  bare ;  the  dwellings  few  and  ikr  be- 
tween ;  and  after  having  passed,  in  about  an  hour'9  walking, 
balf-a^ozen  little  hamlets,  Jock  began  to  marvel  exoeedingiy 
that  there  should  be  no  agn  of  the  smith's  shop.  ^'  Poor  fool- 
ish Jock  Gordon !''  ejaculated  Angus,  quickening  his  trot  into 
a  canter :  "  what  does  he  know  about  carrying  sheep'a  headx 
to  the  smithy?  Jock  labored  hard  to  keep  up  with  hia 
guide ;  quavering  and  semi<quavering,  as  his  breath  served, — 
for  Jock  always  began  to  sing,  when  iu  solitary  plaoes,  after 
nightfall,  as  a  protection  against  ghosts*  At  length  the  day- 
light died  entirely  away,  and  he  could  only  leam  from  Angus 
that  the  smithy  was  fiu-ther  off  than  ever ;  and,  to  add  to  his 
trouble  and  perplexity,  the  roughness  of  the  ground  showed 
him  that  they  were  wandering  from  the  road.  First  they  wexA 
toiling  athwart  what  seemed  an  endless  range  of  £dds,  aep* 
arated  from  one  another  by  deep  ditches  and  fences  <^8t(»ie»; 
then  they  crossed  over  a  dreary  moor,  bristling  with  furze 
and  sloe-thorn ;  then  over  a  waste  of  bc%s  and  quagmires ; 
then  across  a  tract  of  newly-ploughed  land ;  and  then  they  en^ 
tered  a  second  wood  At  length,  after  a  miserable  night's 
wandering,  day  broke  upon  the  two  forlorn  satyrs ;  and  Jock 
£)und  himself  in  a  strange  country,  with  a  long  narrow  kike 
in  front,  and  a  wood  behind.  He  had  wandered  alter  hia 
guide  into  the  remote  parish  of  Tarhet^ 

Tarbet  abounded  at  that  time  in  little  muddy  lakes,  edged 
with  water-fia^  and  reeds,  and  swarming  with  frqgs  and  eels  ; 
and  it  was  one  of  the  largest  and  deepiest  of  these  that  now  lay 
before  Jock  and  his  guide.  Angus  tucked  up  his  blue  gown» 
as  if  to  wade  across,  Jock  would  have  as  soeoi  tho9;igfat  of. 
fprding  the  German  Ocean.  ''  O,  wicked  Jock  Gordon !"  ^ezf 
claimed  the  fool,  when  he  saw  him  basiiafe;  '^tb9  OAfimXn 
waiting,,  poor  mm»  fcr  hia  h^^a^id  J<^  wi^.ap'  taka  it  to 


OR,  THE   STORY  OF  MY  EDUCATION.  887 

the  smithy.'*  He  stepped  into  the  water.  Jock  followed  in 
sheer  desperation ;  and,  after  clearing  the  belt  of  reeds,  both 
sank  to  the  middle  in  the  mingled  water  and  mud.  Angus 
had  at  length  accomplished  the  object  of  his  journey.  Extri- 
cating himself  in  a  moment, — ^for  he  was  lithe  and  active, — he 
snatched  the  sheep's  head  and  trotters  from  Jock,  and,  leaping 
ashore,  left  the  poor  man  sticking  &st.  It  was  church-time 
ere  he  reached,  on  his  way  back,  the  old  Abbey  of  Feam,  still 
employed  as  a  Protestant  place  of  worship ;  and  as  the  sight 
of  the  gathering  people  awakened  his  church-going  propensity, 
he  went  in.  He  was  in  high  spirits, — seemed,  by  the  mouths 
he  made,  very  much  to  admire  the  sermon, — ^and  paraded  the 
sheep's  head  and  trotters  through  the  passages  and  gallery  a 
score  of  times  at  least,  like  a  monk  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis 
exhibiting  the  relics  of  some  favorite  saint.  In  the  evening 
he  found  his  way  home,  but  learned,  to  his  grief  and  astonish- 
ment, that  **  wicked  Jock  Gordon"  had  got  there  shortly  be- 
fore him  in  a  cart.  The  poor  man  had  remained  sticking  in 
the  mud  for  three  long  hours  after  Angus  had  left  him,  until 
at  length  the  very  frogs  began  to  cultivate  his  acquaintance,  as 
they  had  done  that  of  King  Log  of  old ;  and  in  the  mud  he 
would  have  been  sticking  still,  had  he  not  been  extricated  by 
a  farmer  of  Feam,  who,  in  coming  to  church,  had  taken  the 
lake  in  his  way.  He  left  Nigg,  however,  for  Cromarty  on  the 
following  day,  convinced  that  he  was  no  match  for  his  rival, 
and  dubious  how  the  next  adventure  might  terminate. 

Su<Jli  was  the  story  which  I  found  current  in  Nigg,  when 
working  in  its  churchyard,  with  the  hero  of  the  adventure  often 
beside  me.  It  led  me  to  take  special  note  of  his  class,  and 
to  collect  facts  respecting  it,  on  which  I  erected  a  sort  of  semi- 
metaphysical  theory  of  human  character,  which,  though  it 
would  not  now  be  regarded  as  by  any  means  a  novel  one,  I 
had  thought  out  for  myself  and  which  possessed  for  me,  in 
consequence,  the  charm  of  originality.  In  these  poor  creatures, 
r^us  argued,  we  find,  amid  much  general  dilapidation  and 
brokenness  of  mind,  certain  instincts  and  peculiarities  remain-' 
ing  entire.    Here,  in  Angus,  for  instance,  tbere  is  that  instinct- 
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i^einning'cAifih  sosne of  Uid lower aw^  sudiMtliefini 
PI890SB,  existiiig  ioi  a  wQaderfnl  degree  of  perfeotnuk  Pops 
himseM;  vho  ''<^(Hild  noli  dnnk  tea  wilhimt  a  stiatagem," 
opold  flcaxQ^  have  poafieaied  a  linger  daie  of  it  Aad  yet 
hpw  distinct  mugt  not  this  sort  of  ingeniiil^  ba  from  liw 
meohaoical  iogemiity  I  Angus  caoaot  fix  a  button  m  its 
hole,  I  even  sea  him  baffled  by  a  tall  sBuffbo%  wiAa  amtt 
quaotity  of  tmsS  at  its  bottom,  that  lies  beyond  the  reach  of 
his  finger*  He  has  not  mgeauity  enou^  to  laf  it  on  its  side, 
or  to  empty  its  snuff  on  las  palm ;  but  stretebea  sad  ever 
stret<dkes  towards  it  the  unavailing  digits  and  tben  gels  angry 
to  find  it  ehide  his  touoh.  There  sa»  other  idiotsy  howayer, 
who  have  none  of  Angus's  cmming^  in  wiuMoa  this  naecdiminl 
ability  is  decidedly  developed.  Many  of  the-  crslina  of  the 
Alps  are  said  to  be  remaiduible  for  their  skill  as  artisans;  and 
it  is  told  of  a  Scotch  idiot^  who  liv«d  in  aoottageon  thaMac^ 
buie  Common  in  the  upper  part  of  Uie  Blaek  lale,  and  m  whcsB 
a  similar  mechanical  aldMty  existed^  abstracted  fixnn  alHlity  of 
almost  every  other  kind,  that,  anioDg  other  thmgs,  he  fitbriaded, 
out  of  a  piece  of  rude  metal,  a  large  sacking  needle.  Asgssis 
attached  to  his  patron,  and  mourns  for  the  deoeaaad  lady ;  bat 
he  seems  to  have  little  general  regard  for  the  sfieetes,--Haimply 
courting  £or  the  time  those  from  whom  he  exfusots  enuff  A 
Cromarty  idiot,  on  the  oontrary ,  is  obliging  and  ksdly  to  all, 
and  bears  a  peculiar  love  to  diUdren;  and  though  Buvesa 
imbecile  in  some  respects  than  even  Angus,  he  has  a  tum  f«Mr 
dress^^nd  can  attire  himself  very  neatly.  In  this»laat  respeot, 
however,.the  Cromarty  fo<d  was  esceUed  by  an  idiot  of  the 
last  age,  known  to  the  duldren  of  many  a  viUage  and  hamlet 
as  Fool  Charloch,  who  used  to  go  wandering  aboat  ^  couar 
try,  adorned  somewhat  in  the  style  of  an  Indian  nhie^  with 
hi^f  a  peacock's  tail  stuck  m  his  cap.  Yet  another  idiot,  a 
fierce  and  dangerous  creature,  seemed  as  iiwanaUy  malignant 
in  his  dispositions  as  the  Cr<Hnarty  one  is  benevolent,  and  died 
in  a  prison,  to  which  he  had  been  committed  for  kiiling  a  poor 
halfwitted  associate.  Yet  another  idiot  of  the  necth  of  Sapt- 
landhadaifilimigetiirufor  tbesupematpral^    HewasAmut^ 


t^rwr  ol?elMgiiM,'ttodl  a  iwitehw^of  oinena^  $mA  poonBaiied,  it  w«b  ' 
s«id,  Ihe  fleecMBiJI  «g]it^  I  eoHeoted  not  a  few  other  fads  of  a 
i^ttUaftlBiid^aDdlbiiareaMiiedrcgafdliigt^^  — 

Tbasa  idioto  aie  imp^rfeot  iil«b,  from  whose  minds  ^ertrai 
fMnltisB  ha?o  b«eti  effiKiedv  and  oliier  fiuafallies  Idl  to  eaihibit 
thamflelvies  all  die  more  promiiMtttl j  from  the  ciroumstanoe  of 
tbeor  Btanikig  «o  mueb  akse.    Thej  resemble  men  who  have 
lost  theb  hands,  but  retain  their  £bet,  or  who  have  lost  dieir 
sig^  or  8BmI1«  but  retain  their  taste  or  hearnig*    But  as  the 
limbs  and  the  senses,  tf  they  did  not  exist  as  separate  parts  of 
the  £»me,  eoidd  not  be  separately  lost,  so  in  ^  mind '  it-  - 
9^  erin  at  least  the  organisation  throngh  which  the  mind 
manifests  itself  there  must  also  be  8^>aiate  parts,  or  they 
w«iild  not  be  thus  found  isc^ated  l)y  Nature  in  her  mutilated 
and  abectiTe*  specimens*    {Those  metaphysidans  vifho  deal  by 
the  mind  as  if  it- were  simply  a  general  power  Existing  infls^, 
must  be  acsroe  less  in  error  than  if  diey  were  to  regard  the ' 
seme$  as  menely  a  general  power  exist^g  in  states,  imtead  of 
r^eogninng  them  aa  distinct^  independent  powei^s,  so  Tanoua 
<^nin  t^ir  degreeof  development,  that,  from  thefuHpetfeotion 
of  any  one  of  them,  the  perfec^on,  or  even  the  e^dsteno^,  of  any 
of  tbi  otheia  eannot  be  predicated.     If,  for  instance,  it  wer^, 
— «s  some  metaphysicians  bold, — ^the  SMne  general  warmth  of 
ei^otime  power  that  f^owa  in  benevolence  and  bvans  in  resent* 
nsNit,  the  fierce^  dangerons  idiot  that  kiHed  his  eompanion, 
and  ^  kinctty-dli^Muationed  Crom^ty  one  who  takes  home 
pailliilsof  water  to  the  poor  old  women  <^  the  j^aoe,  andparts 
witii  his  own  toya  to  its  difldren,  would,  instead  of  thus  ex-  * 
hftying  the  oj^iosite  poleaofduuraoter,  at  least  so  fiur  resemble  < 
one  aaother^  that  the  yindiotiYe  fi»ol  woidd  at  times  be  kindly 
and  obliging,  and  the  boae^olent  one  at  times  violent  and  rop 
sentM.    But  such  is  not  the  case:  fte  one  is  nevcnr  madly 
savage, — ^the  other  never  genial  and  kind ;  and;  so  i£  seems  ' 
legitimate  to  infer,  that  it  isnot  a^general  pow^  or  en^gy  that 
acts  through  them  indifierent  states,  bat  two  partieular  powers 
orenei^es,  as  unlike  in  their  natatfesyand  ae  eapableof  acting^ ' 
aparty  a&  se^ag  and  hearing.    Sven  powersiwhieh  aeem  tb  ' 
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liare  so  mnch  in  oommon,  that  the  same  words  are  som^mes 
made  use  of  in  reference  to  both,  may  be  as  distinct  as  smelling 
and  tasting.  We  i^peak  of  the  cunning  workman,  and  we  speak 
of  llie  cunning  man ;  and  refer  to  a  certain  focuhj  of  contriyance 
manifested  in  dealing  with  diaracters  and  af&irs  on  the  part  of 
the  one,  and  in  dealing  with  certain  modifications  of  matter  on 
the  part  of  the  other ;  but  so  entirely  different  are  the  two  facul- 
ties, and,  further,  so  little  dependent  are  they,  in  at  least  their 
Hret  elements,  on  intellect,  that  we  may  find  the  cunning  which 
manifests  itself  in  affairs,  existing,  as  in  Angus,  totally  dissoci- 
ated fi^m  mechanical  skill ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cumung 
of  the  artisan,  existing,  as  in  the  idiot  of  the  Maolbuie,  totally 
^Gssociated  from  that  of  the  diplomatist.  In  i^ort,  r^arding 
idiots  as  persons  of  fragmentary  mind,  in  whom  certain  primary 
mental  elements  may  be  found  standing  out  in  a  state  of  great 
entireness,  and  all  the  more  striking  in  their  relief  from  the 
isolation,  I  came  to  view  them  as  bits  of  analysis,  If  I  may  so 
express  myself,  made  to  my  hand  by  Nature,  aiid  trom  tiie 
study  of  which  I  could  conceive  of  the  structure  of  minds  of 
a  more  complete,  and  therefore  more  complex,  character.  As 
children  learn  the  alphabet  from  cards,  each  of  which  contains 
only  a  letter  or  two  a-piece,  printed  large,  I  held  at  this  time, 
and,  with  a  few  modifications,  hold  still,  that  those  primary 
sentiments  and  propensities  which  form  the  basis  of  character 
may  be  found  separately  stamped  in  the  same  way  on  the 
comparatively  blank  minds  of  the  imbecUe ;  and  that  the 
student  of  mental  philosophy  might  learn  from  them  what 
may  be  regarded  as  the  alphabet  of  his  science,  much  more 
tradiMly  than  fh>m  those  metaphysicians  who  represent  mind 
as  a  power  not  manifested  in  contemporaneous  and  separable 
flieolties,  but  as  existing  in  oonsectttiTe  states. 

Cromarty  iiad  be^  fortunate  in  its  parish  ministers.  Trtnh 
the  death  of  its  last  curate,  shortly  alter  the  KeyclutiGn,  and 
the  consequent  return  of  its  old  "outed  minister,'*  wiio  had 
resigned  his  living  for  c6nscience*  sake  twenty-eight  years  be- 
fbre,  and  now  came  to  spend  his  evening  of  life  with  his  p^opie, 
It  had  ^joyed  ^e  services  of  a  series  dT  devout  and  popular 
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men;  nxtd  90  tibe  cause  of  the  Bstftblishment  was  partioiilarlj 
9troDg  in  lK>th  town  and  parish.  At  the  beginning  of  ih& 
present  oentury,  Cromarty  had  not  its  single  Dissenter ;  and 
though  a  few  of  what  were  known  as  "  Haldane^s  pec^le" 
might  be  found  in  it,  some  eight  or  ten  years  later  they  &iled 
in  effecting  a  lodgment,  and  ultimately  quitted  it  for  a  neigh- 
boring town.  Almost  all  the  Dissent  that  has  arisen  in  Scot- 
land since  the  Reformation  has  been  an  effect  of  Moderatism 
and  forced  settlements ;  and  as  the  place  had  known  neithec, 
its  people  continued  to  harbor  within  the  Churdi  of  their 
fathers,  nor  wished  to  chaiige.  A  yacancy  had  occurred  in 
the  incumbency^  during  my  sojourn  in  the  south,  through  tho 
death  of  the  incumbent,  the  respeeted  minister  of  my  cfaildr 
hpod  and  youth;  and  I  found,  on  my  return,  a  new  ^ice  m 
the  pulpit.  It  was  that  of  a  remarkable  man, — ^the  late  Mr. 
Stewart  of  Cromarty, — oiiie  of  aA  once  the  most  original 
tibinkers  and  profound  theologians  I  ev^  knew;  though  he 
has,  alas !  left  as  little  nuurk  of  his  exquisite  talent  bdiind 
him,  as  those  sweet  congers  of  former  ages,  the  memnxy  of 
whose  enchanting  iK>tes  has  died,  save  »»  a  doubtful  edx>,  with 
the  g^ecation  that  heard  them.  I  sat,  widi  few  intermptmia^ 
for  slsteeu  years  under  his  ministry ;  and  for  nearly  twelve 
of  these  enjoyed  his  confidence  ai^d  friendship. 

I  uever  could  press  myself  on  the  notice  of  superior  men, 
however  desirous  of  forming  their  aoquaintance;  and  have,  in 
consequence,  missed  opportunities  innumerable  of  oomiag  in 
firiendly  opntact  with  persons  whom  it  would  be  at  once  a  pleaa- 
ure  and  an  honor  to  know.  And  so,  for  the  first  two  year% 
or  rather  more,  I  was  content  to  listen  with,  profound  aitteDtion, 
to  the  pulpit  addresses  of  my  new  minister,  aad  to  appear  as  n 
catechumen,  when  my  turn  came,  at  his  .cKets  of  catedusing* 
He  had  been  struck^  however,  as  he  afterwarda  teld  me^by  my 
sustained  attention  when  at  church;  luidl,  on  xoakii^  inquiiy 
r^arding  me  among  his  friends, he  was  infonned  thati  was* 
great  reader,  and,  it  was  believed,  a  writer  of  verse.  Andoomi* 
ipg  unwittiqgly  out  upon  him  <H»e  d^  aa  he  waa  passing,  whm 
quitt'mg  my  work-place  for  the  street,  headdreasedme.  ^  Weli^ 
lady'^be  said, 'Mt  is  your  dinMr  hour:  I  hear  I  have  a  poet 
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be  rejoined,  ^'onemay&U  abort  of  beii^  a  poet,  and  yet  gam 
by  exercising  one's  tastes  and  talents  inthepoedc  walk.  The 
aoeomplishment  of  verse  is  at  least  not  a  ynlgar  one.''  Hia 
conversation  went  on  as  we  passed  together  along  the  street; 
and  be  stood  £ot  a  time  opposite  the  manse  door.  "I  am 
forming,"  he  said,  ''a  snudl  library  for  oar  Sabbatii-school 
scholars  and  teachers :  most  of  the  books  are  simple  &Km^ 
little  things;  but  it  contains  a  few  works  of  the  intellectoal 
class.  Call  u^oa  me  this  evening,  that  we  may  look  over 
Ibem,  and  yon  may  perhaps  find  among  them  some  volnmes 
yon  would  wish  to  read."  I  aeeordingly  waited  upon  bim  ib 
the  evening;  and  we  had  a  long  conversation  together.  Ho 
was,  I  saw,  curiously  sounding  me,  and  taking  my  measure  in 
all  directions ;  <»r,  as  he  himself  afterwards  used  to  express  it 
in  his  diaraotoristio  way,  be  was  Ifte  a  traveller  wiio,  having 
came  unexpectedly  oa  a  dark  pool  in  a  ford,  was  dipping  down 
his  stai^  to  ascertain  the  dqpth  of  the  water  and  the  nature  cf 
the  bottom.  He  inqoired  r^ardkg  my  reading,  and  fofood 
that  in  the  belles  lettres,eq)ecially  in  English  Hteratnre,  it  was 
about  as  extensive  as  his  own.  He  next  inquired  req>eelnig 
my  acquaintance  with  the  metaphysidans.  ^Had  i  read 
Eeid?"  **Ye8."  "Brownl"  "Yes."  "JSiewwr  «Ye8." 
"  Ah !  ha !  Hume !  1  By  the  way,  has  he  not  somethmg  very 
ii^eoious  about  miracles?  Do  you  remember  his  azgnment  I" 
1 9tated  Ibe  argument.  "  Ah,  very  ingenknis, — most  ingenious; 
And  how  would  you  answer  that  i"  I  said,  ^  I  tbmght  I 
oould  give  an  abstract  of  the  r^ly  of  CatnpiieU,"  and  sketched 
in  oiKtUne  the  reverend  Doctor's  argnment.  ^^  And  do  you 
deem  that  satisfactory  r  said  the  minister.  ^No,notatiai," 
I  replied, ''  No1  no !  I  thmfs  not  satisfactory."  "^  But  perfectly 
satisftctory,"  I  rejoined,  "  that  such  is  the  general  partiality 
for  the  better  side,  that  the  worse  argument  has  been  rec^red 
as  perfectly  adequate  for  the  last  sixty  years."  'Die  minister's 
fiiee  gleamed  with  the  broad  fun  that  entered  so  largely  into 
hsa  eoiapoeition,  and  the  conversatMA  shifted  into  other  dian- 
nels.- 
From  that  night  forward  I  enjoyed  periuips  m<»reof  hiscon- 
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fidenoe  and  eoQrei«a6ofi  than  any  other  man  in  Ms  parish. 
Many  an  hour  did  he  i|>end  beside  me  in  the  diurdiyard,  and 
many  a  quiet  tea  did  I  enjoy  in  the  manse ;  and  I  learned  to 
koow  how  mneh  solid  worth  and  true  wisdom  lay  under  the 
apniewhat  eoeentric  exterior  of  a  man  who  sacrificed  scarce 
anything  to  the  conyentiooalities.  This,  with  the  exception  of 
Chalmers,  sublimest  of  Scottish  preachers, — for,  little  as  he  was 
known,  I  will  ohall^ige  for  him  that  place, — was  a  genial  man, 
who,  for  the  sake  of  a  joke,  would  sacrifice  anything  save  prin- 
ciple ;  but,  though  marvellously  careless  of  maintaining  intact 
the  ^  gloss  of  the  clerical  enamel,"  ner^er  was  there  sincerity 
mfcor&genume  than  his,  or  a  more  thorough  honesty.  Content  to 
be  in  the  right,  he  never  thought  of  simulating  it,  and  sacrificed 
e^ren  less  than  he  ought  to  appearances.  I  may  mention,  that 
on  comjng  to  Edinburgh,  I  found  the  peculiar  taste  formed  " 
undertheadministrationof  Mr.  Stewart  most  thoroughly  grati* 
fied  un^r  those  of  Dr.  Guthrie;  and  that  in  looking  round 
the  congregation,  I  saw,  with  pleasure  rather  than  surprise, 
that  all  Mr.  Stewart^s  people  resident  in  Edinburgh  had  come 
to  the  same  ccmdusion ;  for  there — sitting  in  ^e  Doctor's 
pews — they  all  were.  Certainly  in  fertility  of  illustration,  in 
soul-stirring  evangelistic  doctrine,  and  in  a  g^al  basis  of  ridi 
humor,  the  resemblance  between  the  deceased  and  the  living 
minister  seems  complete ;  but  genius  is  always  unique ;  and 
while  in  breadth  of  popular  power.  Dr.  Guthrie  stands  alonsf 
among  Hving  preachers,  I  have  never  either  heard  or  read 
argument  in  the  analogical  field  that  in  ingenuity  or  origin^ 
ality  equalled  that  <^  Mr.  Stewart 

That  in  whidi  he  spedaiilj  excelled  all  the  men  I  ever  knew, 
was  the  power  of  detectmg  and  establishmg  occult  resem* 
blanoes.  He  seemed  able  to  read  off,  as  if  by  intuition, — not 
by  snatches  and  finagments,  birt  as  a  consecutive  whole, — that 
old  revelation  of  type  and  symbol  which  God  first  gave  to  man ; 
and  when  privileged  to  listen  to  him,  I  have  been  constrained 
to  recognize,  la  the  evident  integrity  of  the  reading,  and  the 
profound  and  oonsistent  tbeodogical  system  which  the  piolornl 
record  conveyed,  a  demonstratic»i  of  the  divinity  of  its  origin^ 
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nol  ktB  powerful  and  oonvineiiig  lliaii  tiie  demonstratioiftB  of 
the  other  and  more  fianiHar  departments  of  tlie  CliriflliiiB  eri^ 
denoes.  Compared  with  other  theologians  in  tins  prorinee,  I 
hftve  Mt  under  Yob  ministry  as  if,  when  admitted  to  the  eom* 
paay  of  some  partj  of  modem  savuns  employed  in  deeji^wr- 
ing  a  hi^x)gl7phi<M»vered  obelisk  of  Ab  desert,  and  here  sao^ 
oeasful  in  dtseoTermg  the  meaning  of  an  insulated  ngn,  and 
there  <^  a  detached  symbol,  we  had  be^  suddenly  joined  by 
some  sage  of  the  olden  tnne,  to  whom  the  mysteciocis  inserip^ 
tion  was  but  a  piece  of  common  language  writt^  in  a  &mlliar 
alphabet,  ahd  who  coidd  read  offfluently,  and  as  a  whole,  wfaal 
the  odiers  could  but  darkly  guess  at  In  detaehed  and  Woken 
parts.  To  this  angular  power  of  tracing  analogies  there  was 
added  in  Mr.  Stewart  an  ability  (^originating  the  most  Tivid 
illustrations.  In  some  instances  a  sudden  stroke  produced  a 
figure  that  at  once  illuminated  tiie  subject-matter  of  his  diiB* 
course,  like  the  light  of  a  lanthom  flashed  Instily  upon  a  paint- 
ed wall;  in  othershe  dwelt  upon  an  illustratiye  picture, finishr 
ing  it  with  stroke  after  stroke,  until  it  filled  the  whole  imagin> 
ation,  and  sank  deq>  into  the  memory.  I  remember  hearing 
him  preach,  on  one  occasion,  on  the  return  of  tiie  Jews  as  a 
pe(^e  to  Hiii  whom  they  hod  rejected,  and  the  eflect  which 
their  sudden  conversion  could  not  fiul  to  have  on  the  xmbe- 
lieving  and  Gentile  world.  Suddenly  his  language,  fi^m  its 
high  level  of  eloquent  simplicity,  became  that  of  metaplior. 
^  When  Josbph;"  he  said,  ^  diall  reveal  himself  to  his  bre^ 
rm,  the  whole  k&uee  of  Pharaoh  ehaU  hear  <iU  weepin^,*^  On 
another  occasion  I  heard  him  dwell  on  tiiat  vast  profundity, 
^araeteristic  <^the  scriptural  revelation  of  God,  wfaidi  ever 
deepens  and  broadens  the  longer  and  more  tfaorougliiy  i%  is  ex>> 
plored,  until  at  length  the  stndent-^-etniek  at  first  by  its  et-^ 
paasivmiess,  but  conceiving  of  it  as  if  it  were  a  mere  meeufitred 
e^qpansiveness — imds  that  it  partakes  of  the  imlimited  infin^ 
of  ^b»  Divine  nature  itsel£  Naturally  and  simply,  as  if  grcrw- 
ing  out  of  the  subject,  like  a  berry-covered  mistletoe  out  of  the 
massy  truidc  of  an  oak,  there  sprung  up  one  of  his  mora  lengdi* 
ened  iUustratiiEms.    A  ohfld  bred  op  m  the  Intefdor  cf  ther 


OS,  THs  ffrost  or  ht  sduoatioit,        866 

ootmtry  baa  been  brought  fyr  the  £rst  time  to  the  Ma-sborei 
and  cmried  out  into  the  middle  of  one  of  the  noble  fHths  that 
indent  so  deeply  our  line  of  coast  And,  on  his  retuni,  he  de- 
scribes to  his  father,  with  all  a  child's  eagerness,  the  wonderfid 
expansiveness  of  the  ocean  which  he  had  seen.  He  went  ont^ 
he  tells  him,  far  amid  the  great  waves  and  the  rushing  tides, 
untal  at  length  the  hills  seemed  diminished  into  mere  hum- 
mocks, and  the  wide  land  itself  appeared  along  the  waters  but 
as  a  slim  strip  of  blue.  And  then,  when  in  mid-sea^  the  sailors 
heaved  the  lead ;  and  it  went  down,  and  down,  and  dowAy^— 
and  the  long  line  slipped  swiftly  awaj,  coil  after  coil,  till,  ere 
the  plmnmet  rested  on  the  ooze  below,  all  was  well  nigh  ex- 
pended«  And  was  it  not  the  great  sea,  asks  the  boy,  that  was 
so  vastly  broad,  and  so  profoundly  deep  ?  Ah  I  my  child,  ex- 
chums  the  father,  you  have  not  seen  aught  of  its  greatness : 
you  have  steuled  over  merely  one  of  its  little  arms.  Had  it 
been  out  into  the  wide  ocean  that  the  seamen  had  carried  you, 
'^  you  would  have  seen  no  shore,  and  you  would  have  found 
no  bottom.'*  In  one  rare  quality  of  ^e  orator,  Mr.  Stewart 
stood  alone  among  his  contemporaries.  Pope  refers  to  a  stonge 
power  of  creating  love  and  admiration  by  "just  tou<^ng  the 
brink  of  all  we  hate."  And  Burke,  in  some  of  his  nobler  pas* 
sages,  happily  exemplifies  the  thing.  He  intensified  the  effect 
of  his  burning  eloquence  by  the  employment  of  figures  so 
homely, — nay,  almost  so  repulsive,. — ^that  the  man  of  lower 
powers  who  ventured  on  their  use  would  find  them  efifective 
in  but  lowering  his  subject,  and  ruining  his  cause.  I  need  but 
refer,  in  illustration,  to  the  well-known  figure  of  the  disem- 
bowelled bird,  which  occurs  in  the  indignant  denial  that  the 
character  of  the  revolutionary  French  in  aught  resembled  that 
of  the  English.  "  We  have  not,"  says  the  orator, "  been  drawn 
and  trus^,  in  order  that  we  may  be  fiQed,  like  stuffed  birds  in 
a  museum,  with  chaff,  and  rags,  and  paltry  blurred  shreds  of 
paper  about  the  rights  of  man."  Into  this  perilous  but  sin- 
gularly efiective  department,  closed  against  even  superior  men, 
Mr  Stewart  oould  ent^  safely  and  at  will.  One  oi  the  last 
sermone  I  heard  him  preach,— a  discourse  of  angular  power, 
18 
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— w$a  on  the  "  Sin  Offering"  of  the  Jewish  economy,  as  mi- 
nutely described  in  Leviticus.  He  drew  a  picture  of  the 
slaughtered  animal,  foul  with  dust  and  blood,  and  steaming,  in 
its  impurity,  to  the  sun,  as  it  awaited  the  consuming  fire  amid 
the  uncleanness  of  ashes  outside  the  camp, — ^its  throat  gashed 
across, — its  entrails  laid  open ;  a  vile  and  horrid  thing,  which 
no  one  could  see  without  experiencing  emotions  of  disgust, 
nor  touch  without  contracting  defilement.  The  description 
appeared  too  painfully  vivid, — ^its  introduction  too  little  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rules  of  a  just  taste.  But  the  master  in  this 
difficult  walk  knew  what  he  was  doing.  And  that,  he  swd, 
pointing  to  the" strongly-colored  picture  he  had  just  completed, 
— ^"  And  THAT  IS  SIN."  By  one  stroke  the  intended  effect 
was  produced,  and  the  rising  disgust  and  horror  transferred 
from  the  revolting  material  image  to  the  great  moral  evil. 

How  could  such  a  man  pass  from  earth,  and  leave  no  trace 
behind  him  ?  Mainly,  I  believe,  from  two  several  causes. 
As  the  minister  of  an  attached  provincial  congregation,  a  sense 
of  duty,  and  the  promptings  of  a  highly-intellectual  nature,  to 
which  exertion  was  enjoyment,  led  him  to  study  much  and 
deeply  ;  and  he  poured  forth  viva  voce  his  full-volumed  and 
ever-sparkling  tide  of  eloquent  idea,  as  freely  and  richly  as 
the  nightingale,  unconscious  of  a  listener,  pours  forth  her  mel- 
ody in  the  shade.  But,  strangely  diffident  of  his  own  powers,  be 
could  not  be  made  to  believe  that  what  so  much  impressed  and 
delighted  the  privileged  few  who  surrounded  him,  was  equally 
suited  to  impress  and  delight  the  intellectual  many  outside;  or 
that  he  was  fitted  to  speak  through  the  press  in  tones  which 
would  compel  the  attention,  not  merely  of  the  religious,  but  also 
of  the  literary  world.  Further,  practising  but  little  the  art  of 
elaborate  compoation,  and  master  of  a  spoken  style  more  effect- 
ive for  the  purposes  of  the  pulpit  than  almost  any  written  one, 
save  that  of  Chalmers,  he  &iled,  in  all  his  attemps  in  writing, 
to  satisfy  a  fastidious  taste,  which  he  had  suffered  greatly  to 
outgrow  his  ability  of  production.  And  so  he  failed  to  leave 
any  adequate  mark  behind  him.  I  find  that  for  my  stock  of 
theological  idea,  not  directly  derived  from  Scripture,  I  stand 
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more  indebted  to  two  Scotch  theologians  than  to  all  other 
men  of  their  profession  and  class.  The  one  of  these  was 
Thomas  Chalmers, — ^the  other,  Alexander  Stewart :  the  one  a 
name  known  whdrever  the  English  language  is  spoken; 
while  of  the  other  it  is  only  remembered,  and  by  com- 
paratively a  few,  that  -the  impression  did  exist  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  that 

**  A  migbtj  eptrit  was  eclipfled,-Hi  power 
Had  passed  flrom  day  to  daifcoess,  to  whose  hour 
Of  light  no  likeness  was  bequeathed,— no  name." 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


**  See  yonder  poor  o'er-ktbor'd  wigbt, 

fk>  abject,  mean,  and  rile, 

W1m>  begs  a  brother  of  the  eertb 

To  give  hiin  leaye  to  toil ; 

And  eee  his  lordy  /«U«0-v#n» 

Hie  poor  petition  spam." 

WoBK  Med  me  about  the  end  of  June  1828 ;  and,  aotiiig  en 
tlie  advice  of  a  friend  who  believed  that  1117  style  of  cuttiiig  in- 
scriptions  could  not  fail  to  secure  for  me  a  good  manj  little 
jobs  in  the  churdiyard  of  btvemess,  I  visited  that  place,  and 
inserted  a  brief  advertisement  in  one  of  the  newi^pers^  so- 
liciting employment.  I  ventured  to  characterize  my  style  of 
^igraving  as  neat  and  correct;  laying  espedal  emphasis  on  the 
correctness,  as  a  quality  not  very  common  among  the  sUme- 
cutters  of  the  north.  I  was  not  a  Scotch,  but  an  En^ish 
mason,  who,  when  engaged,  at  the  instance  of  a  bereaved 
widower,  in  recording  on  his  wife's  tombstcme  that  a  ^  virtuous 
woman  is  a  crcwn  to  her  husband,"  corrupted  the  text^  in  hi» 
simplicity,  by  substituting  "  58."  for  the  **  crownJ"  But  even 
Scotch  mascms  do  make  odd  ^ough  mistakes  at  times,  espe- 
cially in  the  provinces ;  and  I  felt  it  would  be  something  gain- 
ed could  I  but  get  an  opportunity  of  showing  l^e  invemesfli 
public  that  I  had  at  least  EngUi^  enough  to  avdld  the  com- 
moner errors.  My  verses,  thought  I,  are  at  least  tolerably  cor- 
reot:  could  I  not  get  some  one  or  two  copies  introduced  into 
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the  poet's  comer  of  the  Inverness  Courier  or  Jaurnaly  and  thus 
'show  that  I  have  literature  enough  to  be  trusted  with  the  cut- 
ting of  an  epitath  on  a  gravestone  ?  I  had  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction from  a  friend  in  Cromarty  to  one  of  the  ministers  of 
the  place,  himself  an  author,  and  a  person  of  influence  with  the 
proprietors  of  the  Courier;  and,  calculating  on  some  amount 
of  literary  sympathy  from  a  person  accustomed  to  court  the 
public  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  I  thought  I  might 
just  venture  on  stating  the  case  to  him.  I  first,  however, 
wrote  a  brief  address,  in  octo-syllabic  quatrains,  to  the  river 
which  flows  through  the  town,  and  gives  to  it  its  name ; — ^a 
composition  which  has,  I  find,  more  of  the  advertisement  in  it 
than  is  quite  seemly,  but  which  would  have  perhaps  expressed 
less  confidence  had  it  been  written  less  under  the  influence  of 
a  shrinking  timidity,  that  tried  to  re-assure  itself  by  words  of 
comfort  and  encouragement 

I  was  informed  that  the  minister's  hour  for  receiving  vis- 
itors of  the  humbler  class  was  between  eleven  and  twelve  at 
noon ;  and,  with  the  letter  of  introduction  and  my  copy  of 
verses  in  my  pocket,  I  called  at  the  manse,  and  was  sbown 
into  a  little  narrow  ante-room,  furnished  with  two  seats  of 
deal  diat  ran  along  the  opposite  walls.  I  found  the  place  oc- 
cupied by  some  six  or  seven  individuals, — ^more  than  half  that 
number  old  withered  women,  in  very  shabby  habiliments,  who, 
as  I  soon  learned  from  a  conversation  whi(ji  they  kept  up  in  a 
grave  under-tone,  about  weekly  allowances,  and  the  partialities 
of  the  session,  were  paupers.  The  others  were  young  men,  who 
had  apparently  serious  requests  to  prefer  aoent  marriage  and 
baptism ;  far  I  saw  that  one  of  iJiem  was  ever  and  anon  draw- 
ing fh>m  his  breast-pocket  a  tattered  copy  of  Ihe  Shorter  Oate- 
dhism,  and  running  over  the  questions ;  and  I  overheard  an- 
other asking  his  neighbor,  ^^  Who  drew  up  ^e  contract  lines 
for  him  ?"  and  "  Where  he  had  got  the  whisky  f  The  mm- 
ister  entered ;  and  as  he  passed  into  the  inner  room,  we  all 
rose.  He  stood  for  a  moment  in  the  doorway,  and,  beckoning 
OR  one  of  the  young  men, — ^he  of  the  Catechism, — ^h^j  went 
m  togelhw,  aoMl  the  door  closed.    They  remam  elos^ed  to^ 
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gedier  for  about  tweaaty  miiiiitot  or  half  an  hour,  and  then  the 
joong  man  went  ont ;  and  anotber  yotmg  man, — he  who  had 
pTOcared  the  contract  lines  and  the  whisky, — took  his  jUbcq. 
ThB  mterview  in  this  second  case,  however,  waa  mnch  shorter 
than  tile  first;  and  a  very  few  minutes  served  to  despatdi  the 
business  of  die  third  young  man ;  and  then  the  minister,  com- 
ing to  the  doorway,  looked  first  at  the  old  women  and  tfa^i  at 
me,  as  if  mentally  determining  our  respective  claims  to  pri- 
ority ;  and  mine  at  length  prevaQing, — ^I  know  not  on  what 
occult  ptindple, — ^I  was  l>eck<xKed  in.  I  presented  my  letter 
of  introduction,  whidi  was  gradously  read ;  and  though  the 
nature  of  the  business  did  strike  me  as  ludicrously  out  of 
keeping  with  the  place,  and  it  did  cost  me  some  little  trouble 
to  suppress  at  one  time  a  burst  of  lat^hter,  that  would,  of 
oourse,  have  been  prodigiously  improper  in  the  circumstances, 
I  detailed  to  him  in  a  few  words  my  little  plan,  and  handed 
him  my  copy  of  versea.  He  read  diem  aloud  with  slow  de- 
liberation. 

ODE  TO  THE  9ESSL 

CUU  of  ttM  kikttl*  vkow  aDTiijr  stoflBn 

C%eera  Uie  rough  desert,  dark  and  loaer— 
A  brown,  deep,  BOlIeD,  restlesB  Btreara^ 

Wilk  ueaMleM  apeed  thou  iiuMMt  •& 
And  yet  thy  hanka  wMb  iowcra  an  giqr ; 

The  8im  laughs  en  thy  aaaple  btaaat; 
And  o'er  Hxy  tides  the  zephyrs  play, 

IhODgh  nought  ba  thine  of  quiet  Test 

ihVHnior  fli»  lakal  to  hlii  whoaiw|i» 

Lonely,  tlv  windlAf  m««e  along^ 
Not  fraught  with  lore  of  other  days, 

And  yet  not  an  unblest  In  song,— 
Te  him  Ihou  teUPM  of  buqy  men, 

.iVho  mndlr  waat0  (hfir  ymonl  daj« 
Pniaaiog  hopes,  hasalesa  aa  vain, 

WhUe  lUiBk  untested,  glides  away. 


«  Loch  Ness. 
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I  ortbe  lake!  wbykartHi  ont 

A  boirtVoOftoeeM  i|)raads  befon^ 
Where  dash  dark  tides,  and  wUd  wUxIa 

And  foam-wreaths  skirt  a  cheerless  shore. 
Nov  1»eiidltig  flowers,  nor  waylog  Helds, 

Nor  aught  of  rest  is  there  Ibr  thee ; 
But  rest  to  thee  no  pleasure  yields; 

Then  haste  and  Join  the  stormy  sea  t 

Stream  of  the  lake  t  of  bloody  men, 

Who  thirst  the  guilty  fight  to  try,— 
Who  seek  for  Joy  in  mortal  i>ain) 

Music  in  misery's  thrilling  cry,— 
TbQu  teil'si:  peace  yields  no  Joy  to  them. 

Nor  harmless  Pleasure's  goMen  smile; 
Of  eril  deed  the  cheerless  flone 

Is  all  the  meed  Uiat  crowns  their  tolL 

Nol  such  woukl  proTe,—4f  Pleasure  shone,— 

Stream  of  the  deep  and  peaceftil  Ukel 
Bis  oonrse,  whom  Hardship  urges  on, 

Through  cheertesB  waste  and  thorny  bnke. 
For,  ah  I  each  pleasing  scene  he  lores, 

And  peaoe  is  all  Us  heart's  desire; 
And,  ah  1  of  scenes  where  Pleasure  roTCSi 

And  Peace,  could  gentle  minstrel  tire? 

Stream  of  the  lakel  for  thee  await 

The  tonpestB  of  an  angry  main ; 
A  brighter  hope,  a  happier  finte. 

He  boasts,  whose  present  oourae  ts  pain. 
Yes,  ey'n  for  Mm  may  death  preipve 

A  home  of  pleasive,  peace,  and  loye; 
Thus  blessed  by  hope,  little  his  care, 

Though  rough  his  present  oouae  may  prore. 

Hie  minister  paused  a»  he  ooneluded,  sad  looked  pnaded. 
^Prettjr  v^,  I  dare  saj,"  he  said ;  ^  but  I  do  not  iiow  read 
poetry.  You,  however,  use  a  word  that  is  not  English, — *  Thy 
wittdbg  marge  along.'  Maige ! — ^what  is  maige?''  *'  You 
will  find  it  in  Johnson,"  I  said.  ^  Ah,  brnt  we  must  not  use 
all  the  words  we  find  in  Jofanaon."  ^But  the  poets  make 
freqvent  use  of  it."  **  What  poets  1"  "  SpOTser.**  «'  Too 
oMr'H)Oo  old :  no  authority  now,"  sml  the  minister.  ^  But 
the  Wartons  also  use  it"  "  I  don't  know  the  Wartons."  **  It 
oosuffs  also,"  I  iterated,  ^'in  one  of  the  moat  finished  sonnets 
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of  Henry  Kirke  White."  «  What  s<Hmet  ?"  «  That  to  the 
river  Trent. 

*Oiiee  mora,  O  Trent!  along  thy  pebbly  ntargt, 

A  peosiTe  inralid,  reduced  and  pale, 
From  the  cloae  sick  room  newly  set  at  large, 
Woo8  to  Ilia  woe-worn  cheek  the  pleasant  gate.' 

It  is,  m  short,  one  of  the  common  English  words  of  the  poetle 
Tocabularj."  Could  a  man  in  quest  of  patronage,  and  actual- 
ly at  the  time  soliciting  a  favor,  possibly  contrive  to  say  any- 
thing  more  imprudent?  And  this,  too,  to  a  gentleman  so 
much  accustomed  to  be  deferred  to  when  he  took  up  his 
ground  on  the  Standards,  as  sometimes  to  foi^et,  through  the 
sheer  force  of  habit,  that  he  was  not  a  standard  himself!  He 
colored  to  the  eyes ;  and  his  condescending  humility,  whidi 
seemed,  I  thou^t,  rather  too  great  for  the  occasion,  and  was 
of  a  kind  which  my  friend  Mr.  Stewart  never  used  to  exhibit, 
appeared  somewhat  ruffled.  I  have  no  acquaintance,  he  said, 
with  the  editor  of  the  Courier :  we  take  opposite  sides  in  very 
important  questions ;  and  I  cannot  recommend  your  verses  to 

him ;  but  call  on  Mr. ;  he  is  one  of  the  proprietors ; 

and,  with  my  compliments,  state  your  case  to  him :  he  will  be 
perhaps  able  to  assist  you.  Meanwhile,  I  wish  you  all  suc- 
cess. The  minister  hurried  me  out,  and  one  of  the  withered 
old  women  was  called  in.  *^  This,"  I  said  to  myself,  as  I  step^ 
ped  into  the  street,  **is  the  sort  of  patronage  which  letters  of 
introduction  procure  for  one.  I  don't  think  Fll  seek  any  more 
ofit" 

'  Meeetng  on  the  street,  however,  with  two  Cromiurty  ift'ieiids, 
one  of  whom  was  just  going  to  call  on  the  gentleman  named 
by  the  minister,  he  induced  me  to  aooompany  him..  Ths 
other  said,  as  he  took  his  separate  way,  that,  having  coBie  to 
vkAt  an  old  townsman  settled  in  Inverness,  a  man  of  some  in- 
dti^oe  in  ihd  burgh,  he  would  state  my  case  to  him ;  and  he 
was  sure  he  would  exert  himself  to  procure  me  enploymttA 
I  have  already  referred  to  ti^ranaiic  of  Bunta  It  is  record* 
ed  by  his  brother  Gilbert,  tbtt  tiie  poet  vised  oflea  to  say, 
'^lliat  be  could  n«t  w«ll  ooneeive  a  moi«  aK»tifyli%  fitHnee 
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of  hifman  life,  than  a  man  seeking  work;''  and  tbat  the  ex- 
quisite Dirge,  "  Man  was  made  to  Mourn,"  owes  its  existence 
to  the  sentiment.  The  feeling  is  certainly  a  very  depressing 
one ;  and  as  on  most  other  occasions  work  rather  sought  me 
than  I  the  work,  I  experienced  more  of  it  at  this  time  than  at 
any  other  period  of  my  life.  I,  of  course,  could  hardly  ex- 
pect that  people  should  die  off  and  require  epitaphs  merely  to 
accommodate  me.  lliat  demand  of  employment  as  a  right  in 
all  cases  and  circumstances,  which  the  more  extreme  "  claims- 
of-labor  men''  do  not  scruple  to  urge,  is  the  result  of  a  sort, 
of  indignant  re-action  on  this  feeling, — a  feeling  which  be- 
came poetry  in  Bums  and  nonsense  in  the  Communists ;  but 
which  I  experienced  neither  as  nonsense  nor  poetry,  but  sim- 
ply as  a  depressing  conviction  that  I  was  one  man  too  many 
in  the  world.  The  gentleman  on  whom  I  now  called  with 
my  friend  was  a  person  both  of  business  habits  and  literary 
tastes ;  but  I  saw  that  my  poetic  scheme  rather  damiiged  me. 
in  his  estimation.  The  English  verse  produced  at  this  time 
in  the  £ir  north  was  of  a  kind  ill  fitted  for  the  literary  market^ 
and  usually  published,  or  rather  printed, — ^for  published  it 
never  was, — ^by  that  teasing  subscription  scheme  which  so 
often  robs  men  of  good  money,  and  gives  them  bad  books  in 
exchange ;  and  he  seemed  to  set  me  down  as  one  of  the  annoy- 
ing semi-beggar  class ; — ^rather  a  mistake,  I  should  hope.  He» 
however,  obligingly  introduced  me  to  a  gentleman  of  literature 
and  science,  the  secretary  of  a  society  of  the  place,  antiquarian 
and  ^scientific  in  its  character,  termed  the  *'  Northern  Institu- 
tion," and  the  honorary  conservator  of  its  museum, — an  in- 
teresting miscellaneous  collection,  which  I  had  previously  seen^ 
and  in  connection  with  which  I  had  formed  xny  only  other 
scheme  of  getting  into  employment. 

I  wrote  that  old  English  hand  which  has  been  revived  of 
late  by  the  general  rage  for  the  medisBvai,  but  which  at  that 
time  was  cme  of  the  lost  arts,  with  much  neatness ;  and  oould 
produoe  imitations  of  the  illuminated  mannseripts  that  pr&» 
ceded  our  printed  bodcsy  whioh  even  an  antiquary  would  have 
pronounced  respectable.   And,  addressing  the  memben  of  the 
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NorAem  bistitation  on  the  character  and  tendency  of  their 
pursuits,  in  a  somewhat  lengthy  piece  of  verse,  written  in  what 
I  at  least  intended  to  be  the  manner  of  Dryden,  as  exemplified 
in  his  middle«tyle  poems,  such  as  the  Beligio  Zaici^  I  en^ 
grossed  it  in  the  old  hand,  and  now  called  on  the  Secretary  to 
request  that  he  would  present  it  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  So- 
dety,  which  was  to  hold,  I  understood,  in  a  few  days.  The 
Secretary  was  busy  at  Ms  desk ;  but  he  received  me  politely, 
spoke  approvingly  of  my  work  as  an  imitation  of  the  old 
manuscript,  and  obligingly  charged  himself  with  its  delivery 
at  the  meeting ;  and  so  we  parted  for  the  time,  not  in  the  least 
aware  that  there  was  a  science  which  dealt  with  characters 
greatly  more  ancient  than  those  of  the  old  manuscripts,  and 
lad^i  with  profounder  meanings,  in  which  we  both  took  a 
deep  interest,  and  regarding  which  we  could  have  exchanged 
ficts  and  ideas  with  mutual  pleasure  and  profit  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Northern  Institution  at  this  time  was  Mr.  Geoi^ 
Anderson,  the  well-known  geologist,  and  joint  author  with  his 
brother  of  the  admirable  "  Guide-Book  to  the  Highlands,** 
whidi  bears  their  name.  I  never  heard  how  my  address 
fiired.  It  would,  of  course,  have  been  tabled, — ^looked  at,  I 
suppose,  for  a  few  seconds  by  a  member  or  two, — and  then 
set  aside ;  and  it  is  probably  still  in  the  archives  of  the  Insti- 
tution, awaiting  the  light  of  fiiture  ages,  when  its  simulated 
antiquity  shall  have  become  real.  It  was  not  written  in  a 
character  to  be  read,  nor,  I  fear,  very  readable  in  any  charac- 
ter ;  and  so  the  members  of  the  Institution  must  have  remained 
ignorant  of  all  the  wisdom  I  had  found  in  their  pursuits,  anti- 
quarian and  ethnological.  The  following  forms  an  average 
spedmea  of  tlie  production : — 

Esch  deep-llzed  trait  Uiat  marks  the  hnman  nee ; 
And  as  the  Egyptian  priests,  with  mystery  Ihuight, 
By  signs,  not  words,  of  Spbynx  and  Horns  taught, 
So,  'mid  your  stores,  by  things^  not  books,  ye  scan 
Xlie  powers  and  histoiy  of  the  mind  of  man. 
Yon  chequered  wall  displays  the  arms  of  war 
Of  times  remote  and  nations  distant  far : 


.  OB^  THfi  8T0BY  OF  ICY  BDUCAXIO^.  406 

Alas  I  the  dnb  and  brand  bat  serve  to  show 
How  wide  extends  the  reign  of  wrong  and  woe. 
Tear  all  that  man  lias  framed  liiaimagv  beaf»; 
Aad  m«ek  of  bate,  andmneh  of  |»rfde,  appaaia* 

*^  Pleasant  it  is  each  diverse  step  to  scan, 
By  which  the  savage  first  assumes  the  man ; 
To  mark  what  feelings  sway  his  softening  breast, 
Or  what  strong  passion  triumphs  o'er  the  rert. 
Narrow  of  heart,  or  free,  or  bntTo,  or  Imum, 
£v^  in  the  in(ant  we  the  man  may  trace ; 
And  from  the  rude  ungainly  sires  may  Imow 
Each  striking  trait  the  polished  sons  shall  show. 
Dependent  on  what  moods  assume  theveiga, 
Science  shall  smile,  or  spread  her  stores  in  vain : 
As  coward  fears  or  generous  passions  sway, 
Shall  freedom  reign,  or  heartless  slaves  obey. 

**  Not  unto  chance  nrast  aught  of  power  be  given, — 
A  couBtry^i  genius  !s  the  gift  of  Heaven. 
What  warms  the  poet's  lays  with  generous  Are, 
To  which  no  toil  can  reach,  no  art  aspire  ? 
Who  taught  the  sage,  with  deepest  wisdom  fraught, 
While  scarce  one  pupil  grasps  the  ponderous  thooglit  T 
Hay,  wheiefere  ask  ?— as  Heaven  the  mind  bestow^ 
A  Napier  calculates  and  a  Thomson  g^ows. 
Now  turn  to  where,  beneath  the  city  wall, 
The  sun's  fierce  rays  in  unbroke  splendor  fUl ; 
Vacant  and  weak  there  sits  the  kliot  boy, 
Of  pain  scarce  conscious,  scarce  alive  to  Joy  i 
A  thousand  busy  sounds  around  him  roar ; 
Trade  wields  the  tool,  and  Commerce  plies  the  oar ; 
But,  all  unheeding  of  the  restless  scene, 
Of  toil  he  nothing  knows,  and  nought  of  gala: 
The  thoughts  of  common  minds  were  strange  to  him, 
Ev'n  as  to  such  a  Napier's  thoughts  would  seem. 
Thus,  as  in  men,  in  peopled  states,  we  find 
Unequal  powers,  and  varied  tones  of  mind; 
Tlnld  or  daunttess,  high  of  thought  or  low, 
O'erwhelm'd  with  phlegm,  or  fraught  with  fire  they  glow 
And  as  the  sculptor's  art  is  better  shown 
In  Parian  marble  than  in  porous  stone. 
Wreaths  fresh  or  sear'd  repay  refinement's  toll, 
Aa  genius  owns  or  dulness  stamps  the  soil. 
WheiQ  isles  of  coral  stud  the  southern  main, 
And  painted  kings  and  cloctur'd  warriors  reign. 
Nations  there  are  who  native  worth  possess,— 
Whom  every  art  shall  court,  each  science  bless; 
And  tribes  there  are,  heavy  of  heart  and  slow, 
,  On  whom  no  coming  age  a  change  shall  know." 
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lliere  was,  I  suspect,  a  waate  of  effort  in  all  this  planniiig ; 
bat  some  men  seem  destined  to  do  things  dnmsily  and  HI,  at 
many  times  the  expense  which  serves  to  secure  success  to  the 
more  adroit    I  despatched  mj  Ode  to  the  newspaper,  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  of  explanation;  but  it  £u*ed  as  iU  as  my 
Address  to  the  Insdtntion ;  and  a  single  line  in  italics  in  the 
next  number  intimated  that  it  was  not  to  appear.     And  thus 
both  my  schemes  were,  as  they  ought  to  be,  knocked  on  the 
head.    I  have  not  sdiemed  any  since.    Strategy  is,  I  fear,  not 
my  fiirte ;  and  it  is  idle  to  attempt  doing  in  spite  of  nature 
what  <Hie  has  not  been  bom  to  do  well.    Besides,  I  began  to 
he  seriously  dissatisfied  with  myself:  there  seemed  to  be  no- 
tiiing  absolutely  wrong  in  a  man  who  wanted  honest  employ- 
ment taking  this  way  of  showing  he  was  capable  of  it ;  but  I 
ftlt  the  spirit  witlun  rise  against  it ;  and  so  I  resolved  to  ask 
no  more  fiivors  of  any  one,  even  should  poets'  comers  re- 
main shut  against  me  forever,  or  however  little  Institutimis, 
literary  or  scientific,  might  fevor  me  with  their  notice.     I 
strode  along  the  streets,  half  an  inch  taller  on  the  strength  of 
the  resolution ;  and  straightway,  as  if  to  reward  me  for  my 
magnanimity,  an  offer  of  employment  came  my  way  unsolic- 
ited.   I  was  addressed  by  a  recraiting  Serjeant  of  a  High- 
land regiment,  who  asked  me  if  I  did  not  belong  to  the  Aird  t 
"No,  not  to  the  Aird;  to  Cromarty,*'  I  replied.    "Ah, to 
Cromarty, — ^very  fine  place !    But  would  you  not  better  bid 
adieu  to  (>omarty,  and  come  along  with  me?    We  have  a 
capital  grenadier  company ;  and  in  our  regiment  a  stout  steady 
man  is  always  sure  to  get  on."    I  thanked  him,  but  declined 
his  invitation ;  and,  with  an  apology  on  his  part^  whidi  was 
not  in  the  least  needed  or  expected,  we  parted. 

Though  verse  and  old  English  foiled  me,  the  simple  state- 
ment made  by  my  Cromarty  friend  to  my  townsman  located 
in  Inverness,  that  I  was  a  good  workman,  and  wanted  work, 
procured  me  at  once  the  cutting  of  an  inscription,  and  two 
little  jobs  in  Cromarty  besides,  which  I  was  to  execute  on  my 
return  home.  The  Invemess  job  was  soon  completed ;  but  I 
had  the  near  prospect  of  another;  and  as  tike  HMto  bit  of  the 
public  that  came  my  way  approved  of  my  cutting,  I  trusted 
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employmMit  would  flow  in  apace.  I  lodged  with  a  wotihy 
old  widow,  conscientious  and  devout,  and  ever  doing  her  hum- 
ble work  consciously  in  the  eye  of  the  Great  Taskmaster,-- 
one  of  a  class  of  persons  not  at  all  so  numerous  in  the  world 
as  might  be  desirable,  but  sufficiently  common  to  render  it 
rather  a  marvel  that  some  of  our  modem  masters  of  ficdon 
should  never,  have  chanced-— judging  from  their  writings— to 
come  in  contact  with  any  of  them.  She  had  an  only  son,  a 
working  cabinetmaker,  who  used  occasionally  to  aimoy  her 
by  his  silly  jokes  at  serious  things,  and  who  was  courting  at 
this  time  a  sweetheart  who  had  five  hundred  pounds  in  the 
bank, — ^an  immensely  large  sum  to  a  man  in  his  oircumstanoeg. 
He  had  urged  his  suit  with  such  apparent  success,  that  the 
marriage-day  was  fixed  and  at  hand,  and  the  house  which  he 
had  engaged  as  his  future  residence  fully  finnished.  And  it 
was  his  prospective  brother-in-law  who  was  to  be  my  new 
employer,  so  soon  as  the  wedding  should  leave  him  leisure 
enough  to  furnish  epitaphs  for  two  tombstones  recently  jdaoed 
in  the  &mily  buryingnground*  The  wedding-day  arrived; 
and,  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  bustle  and  the  pageant,  I  ret- 
tired  to  the  house  of  a  neighbor,  a  carpenter,  whom  I  had 
obliged  by  a  few  lesscms  in  practical  geometry  and  architeo- 
tural  drawing.  The  carpenter  was  at  the  wedding ;  and,  with 
the  whole  house  to  myself  I  was  engaged  in  writing,  when  up 
flew  the  door,  and  in  rushed  my  pupil  the  carpenter.  '^  What 
has  hcqppened  ?"  I  asked.  '^  Happened  I"  said  the  carp^ter, 
-*-''  Happened ! !  The  bride's  away  with  another  man ! !  The 
brid^oom  has  taken  to  his  bed,  and  raves  like  a  madman ; 
and  his  poor  old  mother — good  honest  woman — is  crying  lilce 
a  child.  Do  come,  and  see  what  can  be  done."  I  acoompir 
nied  him  to  my  landlady's,  where  I  found  the  bridegroom  in  a 
paroxysm  of  mii^led  grief  and  rage,  congratulating  himself 
on  his  escape,  and  bemoaning  his  unhappy  disappointment,  by 
tvins.  He  lay  athwart  the  bed,  which  he  told  me  in  the  morn- 
ing he  had  quitted  lor  the  last  time ;  but  as  I  entered,  he  half 
rose,  and,  seia^ng  on  a  pair  of  new  shoes  which  had  been 
pirepaiQed  for  the  bride,  and  lay  on  a  table  beside  him,  ha 
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boded  liifim  agMoot  die  wall,  fimt  the  one  and  dim 
imta  diey  oame  reboandiiig  back  aeroes  die  itxnn;  and  dm, 
widi  an  ezekmadon  diat  need  not  be  repeated,  he  dashed 
Inmaelf  down  again.  IdidmybesttooomlbrtlBspoormodiery 
wbo  aeemed  to  feel  very  keenl  j  (!»  sliglit  done  to  har  aoa, 
.and  to  andoipate  with  dread  die  ecandal  and  goasip  of  wkkfa  It 
woidd  render  ber  bumble  boudiold  the  mdijeet  Sbe  aeemed 
aensible,  bowoTer,  that  be  bad  made  an  eeoape,  and  at  onee 
aoqnieaoed  m  mj  aaggBsHfOL,  diat  all  diat  abonld  now  be  done 
would  be  to  get  every  eKpense  her  son  bad  been  at  ni  bin  prep- 
andons  for  boaaebe^uig  and  the  wedding,  tranafenvd  to  lie 
abouldera  of  the  odier  party.  And  aooh  an  arrangemeBt  codd, 
I  thought,  be  eaaily  effected  dirou^  the  bride'a  brodier,  who 
aeemed  to  be  a  reastMiable  man,  and  who  would  be  awar«  abo 
diat  a  suit  at  law  conld  be  insdtuted  in  die  caae  against  in 
aister;  thongbinanjaucbsuitlheldit  mightbebeatferbodi 
pardea  not  to  wigage.  And  at  die  <M  woman's  refoest,  I  net 
out  widi  the  carpenter  to  wait  on  the  bride's  bcodaer,  in  ofder 
to  tee  wbedier  be  was  not  prepared  fer  some  such  arrangement 
aa  I  anggealed,  and,  besides,  able  to  funush  ns  with  somo  en- 
planation  of  die  eztmordinary  step  taken  by  the  bride. 

We  were  ovwtaken,  as  we  passed  dong  the  street,  by  a 
penon  wbo  was,  be  said,  m  search  of  us,  and  who  now  re- 
«|]iested  us  to  accompany  him;  and,  threading  our  way,  under 
Ua  guidance,  tbrou^  a  lew  narrow  lanes  that  traverse  tlM  a»- 
aemblage  of  bouses  on  the  west  bank  of  die  Ness,  we  stopped 
at  die  door  ofan  obscure  alehouse.  Has,  said  onr  eoadudor^ 
we  have  found  to  be  the  lefTcat  of  the  bride.  He  ushered  as 
into  a  room  ooenpied  by  some  ei^  or  ten  persons,  drawn  up 
on  the  opposite  sidea,  with  a  blank  space  between.  On  dm 
one  side  sat  die  bride,  a  luglHiolored,  buxom  young  girl,  se^ 
sene  and  erect  as  Britaoma  on  die  halipenniee,  and  guarded 
by  two  stout  leilows,  masons  or  slatera  a{q>arendy,  in  Aeir 
working  dresses.  They  looked  hard  at  the  carpenter  and  me 
as  wa  entered,  of  courae  regarding  us  as  the  assailants  against 
whom  diey  would  have  to  maintain  dieur  priae.  Ondieodier 
aide  sat  a  group  of  the  bride'a  reiedves,-   emong  the  i 
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brotlMr^-Hi3^lt»iid  all  appai^nlfy  veay  much  grier^ ;  whQe 
in  the  spaoe  betfwo^i  tiiem  there  stunped  up  and  down  a  lame, 
saUow-oompleKioned  oddity,  in  diabby  bla<^,  who  seemed  to 
be  maidiig  a  set  omtion,  tx>  whi<^  no  one  replied,  about  the 
aaered  <Mam  of  love,  aad  tiie  cruelty  of  interfering  with  tJie 
afiecllons<^  young  people.  Neither  the  carp^aternor  mysdtf 
felt  any  iftdinatiott  to  debate  with  the  orator,  or  fight  with  the 
guards,  or  yet  to  isterlere  witii  the  aSeotions  of  the  young 
lady ;  and  so,  calling  out  the  brother  into  another  room,  and 
ezpreaslx^  our  regret  at  what  had  happened,  we  stated  our 
«ase,  and  fi»md  him,  as  we  had  expected,  rery  reasonable. 
We  could  not,  howeyer,  treat  for  the  absent  bridegroom,  nor 
could  he  engage  for  his  sister;  and  so  we  had  to  part  witiiotit 
fioming  to  afty  agreement.  There  were  points  about  the  case 
n^eh  at  first  I  coold  not  understand.  My  jOted  acquaintance 
tiie  cabinetmakar  had  not  only  enjoyed  the  countenance  of 
iiU  his  oiistresa's  rekatives,  but  he  had  been  also  as  well  r»- 
eeiyed  by  herself  as  loyers  usually  are :  she  had  written  Mm 
kind  letters,  and  accepted  of  his  presents ;  and  then,  just  as 
ker  firiends  were  sitting  down  to  the  marrii^e-break&st,  she 
had  eloped  with  another  num.  The  other  man,  howeirer, — a 
liandsome  fellow,  but  great  scaanp,— had  a  prior  daim  to  her 
regards :  he  had  been  the  lover  of  her  choice,  though  detestel 
by  her  brother  amd  all  her  friends,  who  were  sufficiently  well 
acquainted  with  his  character  to  know  that  he  would  land  her 
ta  ruin;  aad  during  his  absenoe  in  the  country,  where  he  was 
working  as  a  slater,  they  had  l^t  their  infiu^oe  and  counts 
nance  to  my  acquaintaBce  the  cabinetmaker,  in  order  to  get 
her  mwried  to  a  comparatively  safe  man,  out  of  the  slater's 
seaok  And,  not  very  strcmg  of  will,  she  had  acquiesoed  in  the 
arrangement.  On  the  eve  of  the  marriage,  however,  the  slat^ 
had  eome  into  town;  and,  exchanging  clothes  with  an  ac- 
quaintance, a  Highland  soldier,  he  had  walked  unsuspected 
opposite  her  door,  until,  finding  an  opp<Mrtunity  of  conversing 
with  btx  tm  tbe  m(»mifig  of  the  wedding-day,  he  had  repr^ 
seated  her  aew  lover  as  a  siUy,  ill-shaped  fbllow,  who  had  just 
headenija^  to  hemeieaiaiyyand  lumself  as  one  of  the  most 
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devoted  and  disconsolate  of  lovers.  And,  bis  soft  tongue  and 
fine  I^  gaining  the  day,  she  bad  left  Ibe  marriage  gaests  to 
enjoy  their  tea  and  toast  without  her,  and  set  off  with  him  to 
(he  change4iouse.  Ultimately  the  affiur  ended  ill  ibr  aS 
parties.  I  lost  my  job,  for  I  saw  no  more  of  Ibe  bride's 
brother ;  the  wrong-headed  cabinetmaker,  contrary  to  tbe  ad- 
vice of  his  mother  and  her  lodger,  entered  into  a  lawsuit,  in 
which  he  got  small  damages  and  mudi  vexation ;  and  tiie 
slater  and  his  mistress  broke  out  into  such  a  course  of  dissi- 
pation after  becoming  man  and  wife,  that  they  and  the  five 
hundred  pounds  came  to  an  end  almost  together.  Shortly 
after,  my  landlady  and  her  son  quitted  the  country  ibr  the 
United  States.  So  &vorably  had  the  poor  woman  impressed 
me  as  one  of  the  truly  excellent,  that  I  took  a  journey  from 
Cromarty  to  Inverness — a  distance  of  nineteen  miles — to  bid 
her  ferewell ;  but  I  found*  on  my  arrival,  her  house  shut  up, 
and  learned  that  she  had  left  the  place  for  some  sailing  port 
oa  the  west  coast  two  days  before.  She  was  a  humble  wa^er- 
woman ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  in  the  other  world,  which 
she  must  have  entered  long  ere  now,  she  ranks  considerably 
higher. 

I  waited  on  in  Inverness,  in  the  hope  that,  according  to 
Bums, "  my  brothers  of  the  earth  would  give  me  leave  to  toil ;" 
but  the  hope  was  a  vfdn  one,  as  I  succeeded  in  procuring  no 
second  job.  There  was  no  lack,  however,  of  the  sort  of  em- 
ployment which  I  could  cut  out  for  myself;  but  the  remunera- 
tion—only now  in  the  process  of  being  realized,  and  that  very 
slowly — ^had  to  be  deferred  to  a  distant  day.  I  had  to  give 
more  than  twelve  years  credit  to  the  pursuits  that  engaged  me ; 
and  as  my  capital  was  small,  it  was  rather  a  trying  matter  to 
be  "  kept  so  long  out  of  my  wages."  Hiere  is  a  wonderftd 
group  of  what  are  now  termed  osars,  in  the  immediate  neigli- 
borhood  of  Inverness, — a  group  to  which  the  Queen  of  Scottish 
Tomhans,  the  picturesque  Tomnahuiricli,  belongs,  and  to  tiie  ex- 
amination of  which  I  devoted  several  days.  But  I  learned  only 
to  state  the  difficulty  which  they  form,  not  to  solve  it ;  and  now 
that  Agasidz  had  promulgated  hb  gladal  theory y  and  that  tnoea 
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of  the  great  ice  agoneies  have  been  detected  all  over  Soodaadi 
tlie  myster  J  of  the  osurs  remaiBs  a  mystery  still.  I  sueeeedr 
ed,. however^  in  determiuisg  at  this  time,  that  they  belong  to 
a  later  period  than  the  boulder  day,  whidi  I  found  underlying 
tbe  great  gravel  fi>rma1ion  of  which  they  form  a  part,  in  a  seo- 
tiDJK  near  Loch  Ness  that  had  been  laid  open  shortly  before, 
in  excavating  for  the  great  Caledonian  Caiud.  And  as  all,  ox 
almost  all,  the  shells  of  the  boulder  day  are  of  spedes  that 
still  live,  we  may  infer  that  the  mysterious  omts  were  formed 
iiot  very  long  ere  the  introduction  upon  our  planet  of  the  in- 
quisitive little  creature  that  has  been  puzzling  himself— hithr 
erto  at  least  with  no  satis^ietory  result — ^in  attempting  to  ac- 
count for  their  origin.  I  examined,  too,  with  some  care,  the 
old-coast  line,  so  well  developed  in  this  neighborhood  as  to 
form  one  of  the  features  of  its  striking  scenery,  and  whidk 
must  be  regarded  as  thegeologieal  memorial  and  representative 
of  those  latter  ages  of  the  world  in  which  the  human  epoch  im- 
pinged on  the  old  Pre-Adamite  periods.  The  magistrates  of 
the  place  were  engaged  at  the  time  in  doing  their  duty,  like 
sensible  men,  as  they  were,  in  what  I  could  not  help  tlidnking 
a  somewhat  barbarous  instance.  The  neat,  well-proportioned, 
very  uninteresting  jail-spire  of  the  burgh,  about  which,  in  its 
integrity,  no  one  cares  anything,  had  been  shaken  by  an  earth- 
quake, which  took  place  in  the  year  1816,  into  one  of  the  great- 
est curiosities  in  the  kingdom.  The  earthquake,  which,  for  a 
Scotch  one,  had  been  unprecedentedly  severe,  espedally  in  the 
line  of  the  great  Caledonian  Valley,  had,  by  a  strange  vorticose 
motion,  twisted  round  the  spire,  so  that,  at  the  transverse  line 
of  displacement,  the  panes  and  comers  of  the  octagonal  broach 
which  its  top  formed,  overshot  thdr  proper  positions  fully 
seven  inches.  The  comers  were  carried  into  nearly  the  middle 
of  the  panes^  as  if  some  gigantic  hand,  in  attempting  to  twirl 
round  the  building  by  the  spire,  as  one  twirls  round  a  spin- 
nii^-top  by  the  stalk  or  bde,  had,  from  some  &ilure  in  the 
coherency  of  the  masonry,  succeeded  in  turning  round  only 
the  part  of  which  he  had  laid  hold.  Sir  Charles  Lyell  figures, 
in  his  '^  Prindples,"  similar  shifts  in  the  stones  of  two  obelisks 
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in  »  CUabriaa  oonyent,  and  saljoins  the  iiig8moii9  su^estion 
on  tiie  sabject  of  Measn.  Dannn  and  Mallet.  And  here  was 
diefe  a  Sootdi  example  of  tiie  same  sorl  of  ingenioos  pfaeno- 
raeiia,  not  less  carious  than  the  GaUbrian  one  and  certainljr 
mnque  in  its  diaracter  as  Scotch^  which,  lliou^  tiie  isjored 
biiildii^  had  already  stood  twelye  years  in  its  displaced  ccfor 
dition,  and  might  stand  for  as  many  more  as  Hie  bangiiq; 
tower  of  Pisa,  the  magistrates  were  laboriously  effiushig  at  the 
expense  of  the  burgh.  TBiey  were  completely  successful,  too ; 
and  the  jail-spire  was  duly  restored  to  its  state  of  origimd  in- 
significance, as  a  fifA-rate  piece  of  ornamental  masonry.  But 
how  very  absurd,  save,  mayhap,  here  and  liiere  to  a  geolo- 
gist, must  not  these  remarks  appear ! 

But  my  criticisms  on  the  magistracy,  however  ibcdish,  were 
sRent  critidsms,  and  did  harm  to  no  one.  About  the  time^ 
however,  in  whidi  I  was  indulging  in  tiiem,  I  imprudently  ex- 
posed myself,  by  one  of  those  impulsive  acts  of  whtdi  men  r^ 
pent  at  their  leisure,  to  critidnns  not  silent,  and  of  a  kind  that 
occasionally  do  harm.  I  had  been  piqued  by  the  rejection  of 
tty  verses  on  the  Ness.  True,  I  had  no  high  opinion  of  their 
merit,---deeming  tliem  little  more  than  equal  to  the  average 
verses  of  provincial  prints;  but  then  I  had  intimated  my  sdiCTue 
of  getting  them  printed  to  a  few  Cromarty  friends,  and  was 
now  weak  enough  to  be  annoyed  at  the  thought  that  my  towns- 
folk would  regard  me  as  an  incompet^t  blod^head,  who  could 
not  write  rhymes  good  enough  ifor  a  newspaper.  And  so  I 
rashly  determined  on  appealing  to  the  public  in  a  small  vol- 
ume. Had  I  known  as  much  as  in  an  after^period  about 
newspaper  affitirs,  and  the  mode  in  whidh  copies  of  verses  are 
often  dealt  with  by  editors  and  their  assistants, — iitlgued  with 
nonsense,  and  at  once  hopeless  of  finding  gram  in  die  enor- 
mous heaps  of  chaff  submitted  to  tiiem,  and  too  much  occu- 
pied to  seek  for  it,  even  should  they  believe  in  its  occurrence 
in  the  form  of  single  seeds  sparsely  scattered, — ^I  would  have 
thought  less  of  the  matter.  As  the  case  was,  howevo*,  I  hasti- 
ly collected  from  among  my  piles  of  manuscripts  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  pieces  in  verse,  written  diiefly  daring  the  preoediii^ 
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flk  j«ai«,  and  pat  diem  into  the  hands  of  tiie  pdnler  of  llie 
Jb^99rm98  Cornier,  It  *w<mld  have  been  a  greatly  wiser  act, 
as  I  60011  eame  to  see^  had  I  put  them  into  the  fire  instead  ;- 
but  my  ohoioec^  a  printing  office  secured  to  me  at  least  one  ad* 
vantage,— -it  brought  me  acquainted  with  one  oi  the  ablest  and 
most  accomplished  of  Scottish  editors, — the  gentleman  who- 
now  owns  and  stQl  conducts  the  Courier  ;  and,  beendes,  havii^ 
once  crossed  the  Rubicon,  I  felt  all  my  native  obstinaoy  stirred 
up  to  make  good  a  position  for  myself,  de^ite  oi  fiiilure  and 
reverses  on  the  further  sidOb  It  is  an  advantage  in  some  cases 
to  be  committed.  The  dear  large  type  of  the  Courier  office 
did,  however,  show  me  many  a  blemish  in  my  verse  that  had 
escaped  me  before,  and  broke  off  associations  whidi--«ariott»- 
ly  lii&ed  wilii  the  manuscripts — had  given  to  the  stanzas  and 
passages  whidi  they  contained  charms  of  tone  and  color  not 
their  own.  I  began  to  fmd,  too,  that  my  humble  accomplisb- 
m«it  of  verse  was  too  narrow  to  contain  my  thinking ;-— 4he 
thinking  ability  had  been  growing,  but  not  the  ability  of  po» 
edc  expression;  nay,  much  (^the  thinking  seemed  to  be  of  a 
kind  not  suited  for  poetic  purposes  at  all  ;'-~and  though  it  was 
of  course  &r  better  that  I  i^uld  come  to  know  this  in  time,  • 
than  that,  like  some,  even  superior  men,  I  should  persist  in 
wasting,  in  inefficient  verse,  the  hours  in  which  vigorous  prose 
m^ht  be  produced,  it  was  at  least  quite  mortifying  enough  to 
make  the  discovery  with  lu^f  a  volume  of  metre  committed 
to  type,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  Resolving,  however, 
that  my  humble  name  should  not  appear  in  the  t»tle  page,  I 
ir&at  <m  with  my  volume^  My  new  friend  the  editor  kindly 
inserted,  from  time  to  time,  oopieaof  its  verses  in  the  columns 
of  his  paper,  and  strove  to  excite  some  degree  of  interest  and 
expeetation  regarding  it;  but  my  recent  discovery  had  thor^ 
oi^ly  sobered  me,  and  I  awaited  the  publication  of  my  vol- 
ume not  mndi  elated  by  the  honor  done  me,  and  as  little  san- 
gtune-respeetilig  its  ultimate  success  as  well  might  be.  And 
ere  I  quitted  Inverness,  a  sad  bereavement,  which  greatly  nar-' 
rowed  the  circle  of  my  best-loted  fri^ids,  threw  very  much 
into  the  baok-groond'all  my  tfaot^^its  regarcfoig  it. 


4IA         vr  BomxgA  jum 


OAqa$0bm  Oraaar^,  I  bii  l«ftrflij  wife  Jan 
ladev  am atlaek  of  rfawnmataa  feTor ;  but  ^baa^hehad  j«l 
«ntand  hb  ^aad  eBmaeterio^  he  mis  still  a  vigorous  and  mar 
tmia«Dy.aiidIeooldiiot  doabtthat  he  kid  alra^th  of  «Nir 
ittotioa  eiw>«|^  to  throw  it  o£  He^  had  finied  ta  Tall j^  hiav^ 
•ver ;  aod  alUr  rotOExiiiig  one  eraihig  from  a  lo 
ivafty  I  fiMBd  in  ray  lodgiogs  a  Boto  ««raitii^  me^  intimatfng 
Ub  dealk  The  blow  fell  with  stiBuiiBig  eSt&L  Ev^  ainoe 
the  death  of  my  fiither,  my  two  mieles  had  iuthfiilly  oeonqpied 
bb  plaoe ;  and  James,  <^  a  franker  and  ksa  leseonred  temper 
than  Alexander,  and  move  tolerant  of  niy  boyish  felMea,  had, 
Ihoi^  I  sineeEidy  loved  the  other,  laid  stronger  hM,  of  my 
affeetions*  He  waaof  a  genial  diapowtion,  too^  ^at  always  re- 
laained  aangiiiQe  in  the  oast  of  its  hopes  and  aatK^tioDs;  and 
be  had  mwittiagly  flattered  my  yamty  by  taking  me  pvet^ 
nuwhatmy  ownestimatey-*---overweeninglyh]^of  couBw,  like 
that  of  almost  all  young  men,  but  mayhfl^  neeeasaiy,  in  the 
chamoter  of  a  force,  to  make  headway  in  ^  &oe  ^  obslniD- 
tkm  and  diffieiilty.  Unde  Jamns,  like  X«J3als^«-m  the  naT<l, 
would  have  ^  T«iiU»ed  lus  nephew  against  the  wight  Wallasfi," 
I  immediately  set  out  for  Oomarty ;  and,  ooeioaa  as  it  may 
seem,  found  grief  so  eorapankeabky  that  the  four  hoius  whkh 
I  spent  by  the  way  seemed  hardly  equal  to^  cme.  I  setaiiied^ 
however,  only  a  oraiiised  reoollection  of  my  joomey,  immsa^ 
bering  little  mose  than  that,  when  pasnag  at.  midnight  along 
the  dreary  Maollbuie,  I  saw  the  moon  in  her  wane^rinng  red 
and  lightkan  <Mit of  thedwtant  sea;  and  that) lying, ayit wenv 
psostrate  on  the  boriaon,  she  nwmnd^  me  of  some  o?enaa>ch> 
ed'  wrestler  thrown  helplessly  on  the  f^nad. 

On  reaehing  home,  I  foimd  my  motheiv  late  a&theheur  waa^ 
stOl  np,  Mid  engaged  in  making  a  dead-di^sa  for  the  body* 
"Tbeie  is  aletter  from  the  souths  with  a  blaek  seal,  awaith^ 
you,"  she  said;  *'I  foar  you  have  alM>>  lost  your  friend  Wil- 
liam BosSk"  1  opened  ihe  letter,  and  found  her  smaoise  too 
well  founded.  It  waaa  forewell l^tter^  w»tten  in foebfe  ohai^ 
aoters,  but  in  no  feeble  spirit;  and  a  brief  postseript,  added 
by  a  comrade,  intimated  the  death  of  Ihe  writer.    ^This»" 


wiotaAe  dying  HMD,  with  a  httid  &rt  £itg«ttliig  iti  anansig, 
**is^  to  all  liutQaiL  probability,  my  iait  letter;  but  tiie  thom^ 
gives  me  little  trouble ;  for  my  hope  of  salratioii  is  in  the 
blood  of  Jesus.  Farewell,  my  stuceiest  friend  I"  lliere  is  a 
provision  throu^  whidi  nature  sets  limits  to  both  pbysioai  and 
mental  soflfering.  A  man  partially  stunned  by  a  TioleDt  blow 
is  sometimes  ocmsoious  that  it  is  followed  by  other  blowSi 
father  from  seeing  than  from  feeling  them :  his  oapacity  of 
maffemg  has  been  exhausted  by  the  first ;  and  the  others  that 
&11  upon  him,  though  they  mi^  injure,  &il  to  pain.  And  so 
also  it  is  with  strokes  that  &11  on  the  affections.  In  other  oir* 
eomstonoes  I  would  have  grieved  for  the  death  of  my  friend, 
but  mymindwas  already  occupied  to  the  full  by  the  death  of 
my  mide;  and  though  I  saw  the  new  stroke,  several  days 
elapsed  ereleouldjeel  it  My  friend,  after  half  a  lifetime  of 
dedine,  had  sunk  suddenly.  A  comrade  who  lived  with  him 
— a  stout,  florid  lad — had  been  seized  by  the  same  insidious 
malady  as  his  own,  about  a  twelvemonth  before;  and,  pre- 
viously unacquainted  with  ddmess,  in  Mm  the  progress  of  the 
disease  had  been  rapid,  and  his  sufferings  were  so  great,  that 
he  was  incapacitated  for  work  several  months  before  his  death. 
Birt  my  poor  friend,  thou^  sinking  at  the  time,  wrought  for 
both :  he  was  able  to  prosecute  his  employments,— ^Ineh,  ao- 
ooidiiig  to  Baoon,  ^required  rather  the  £inger  than  the  arm,^— * 
is  even  the  ktiter  stages  of  his  complamt;  and  after  support- 
ing and  tending  his  dying  comrade  till  he  sank,  he  himself 
sndienly  broke  down  and  died.  And  thus  perished,  unknown 
and  in  the  prime  of  his  days,  a  man  of  sterling  principle  and 
fine  genius.  I  found  employment  enough  for  the  few  weeks 
whidh  still  temamed  of  the  working  season  of  this  year,  in 
hewing  a  tombstone  for  my  Uncle  James,  on  which  I  inscrib- 
ed an  epitaph  of  a  few  lines,  that  had  the  merit  of  being  true* 
It  eharaoterizsd  the  deoeased— ""  James  Wright"— as ''  an  hem* 
<st,  wann*hearted  man,  who  had  the  happiness  of  living  with- 
out reproach,  and  of  dying  without  fear." 


ttfl  K^  flGDBOQi^  MSO:  i 
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"This  while  my  notlon^s  ta'en  a  Bklent, 
Tbtrytttf  fkte  In  gold  black  prait ; 
BoK  jttl  tte  mair  Fm  Oat  way  bc«^ 

8om«thiBg  criei,  fiooUe ! 
I  red  you,  honest  num,  tak*  tent  ^ 
Tell  ahaw  your  fofly," 

Hntxia* 

Mr  Yoluine  of  verse  paned  but  slowly  ikxoaffbt  tlie  prosft ; 
and  as  I  had  begun  to  look  rather  ruoiiiUy  farwand  to  its 
appeanmoe^  there  was  no  anadetj  eviiieed  on  mj  pavt  ta 
urge  H  on.  At  length,  howavfir,  all  the  pieow  mre  tfaiowii 
into  type ;  and  I  followed  them  up  bj  a  tai^eee  in  prose, 
formed  somewhat  on  the  model  of  the  prefine  of  F&p9f^-4or 
I  waa  a  great  admirer  at  the  tims  of  the  Englmh  writtet  by 
the  ^  wHs  of  the  rdlgn  of  Q^e^L  Anne,"-^]n  wfyeh  I  gave 
aerioua  expression  to  the  suapioioii  that^  aa  a  wrftcv  of  Terae^ 
I  had  misteken  my  vooation. 

<«U  is  moie  fliaa  powiblV  I  aaid,  ''that  I  bKf»  conptoMy  ftfM  te  mfUf* 
n  may  appear  that,  while  grasping  at  originality  of  description  and  sentlneiity 
and  itrlrlng  to  attain  propriety  of  egression,  I  have  only  been  depicting  com- 
mon, fmamh  nA  eiiibadylog  elitiMa  thetg^la,  and  tab,  too,  In  inelegant  lan- 
gnagii.  Yel  •iwa.ia  tlds:<iaie^  tfeiovgl^  diMi9«taM  I  «Ma  Ml  to  VHaout  ttiy 
sources  of  comfort.  The  pleasure  which  I  ei^oy  in  composing.  T«rsaa  ia  qnlla 
Independent  of  other  men's  opinions  of  them ;  and  I  expect  to  feel  as  happy  as 
«ver  in  ttda  amasement,  eren  fhongfa  aarared  that  others  could  find  no  plena* 
vre  in  reading  vtel  I  ted  lonad  so  miuh  in  writtag.  It  la  no  osall  tolaee  to 
reOed^  that  the  IU>le  of  the  dog  aal  shadow  cwnot  ttpgHj  to  bm,  irinoa  my  pM> 
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4ltoellw  llv  l«eti7  Iw  «a»  pnifSBtad  aw  «r«m  wqilt^ 
oommon  mecbanic  I  «m  not  oMro  igaomiil  of  nuMonry  and  aMhitoetiBtt  4ikam 
many  profeBsora  of  these  arts  who  never  measured  a  stanza.  There  is  also  soma 
sstiafaction  in  reflecting  fbat,  unlllce  some  wonid-be  satirists,  I  have  not  assail- 
•d  private  diaracter,  and  that  though  men  may  deride  me  as  an  nnsUlftil  poet, 
tb^y  eaiuot  Justly  detest  na  as  a  bad  or  UMMstorsd  ranu  Nay,  I  shall  ponlUy 
hare  the  pleasure  of  repaying  those  who  may  ha  meny  at  my  axpaaaa,  in  thair 
own  coin.  An  ill-conditioned  critic  is  always  a  more  pitiable  sort  of  person  than 
•B  nnsnccessAd  veniiler;  and  the  desire  of  showing  one^  own  discernment  at  th« 
ezpease  of  oae's  nelghher,  a  greatly  worse  thfaig  than  the  simple  wish,  IhoweTer 
diTorced  from  the  ability,  of  afi>rdiag  him  haimiflM  ptoaanre.  Fvflvor,  it  vmild 
I  think,  not  be  diffioult  to  show  that  my  mistake  in  supposing  myself  to  be  a 
poet  is  not  a  whit  more  ridiculous,  and  infinitely  less  mischieyous,  than  many 
ai  those  into  which  myriads  of  my  fbllow-men  are  ftUling  every  day.  I  have 
seen  the  Tidous  attempttng  to  teach  morals,  and  the  weak  to  unfoht  myateriea. 
I  have  seen  men  set  up  for  freetiiinlcen  who  were  bom  not  to  think  at  alL  Ta 
conclude,  there  will  surely  be  cause  for  self-gratulatioa  in  r^ecting  that,  by  he* 
coming  an  author,  I  have  only  lost  a  few  pounds,  not  gained  the  reputation  of 
beiag  a  mean  fbllow,  who  had  teased  all  his  acquaintance  until  tiiey  had  flab> 
scribed  for  a  worthless  book;  and  that  the  severest  remark  of  the  savenat  oittt 
ean  only  be,  *a  certain  anonymous  rhymer  is  no  poet' " 

ABf  Qotwithstuidmg  the  blank  in  the  title  page,  the  ao- 
thunfihip  of  mj  voluine  w^d  be  known  in  Cromarty  and 
its  neighborhood,  I  set  myself  to  see  whether  I  oould  not, 
mfMD^whUe,  pr^are  for  the  {Hress  something  better  suited 
to  make  an  impression  in  my  favor.  In  tossing  die  bar 
ot  thrawii^  the  stone,  the  eompetit<^  who  begins  with  a 
rather  indifierent  oast  is  nev«r  very  nn&vorably  judged  if 
he  kxunadiately  mend  it  by  giving  a  better ;  and  i  resolv* 
ed  on  mending  my  east,  if  I  could,  by  writing  for  the  In- 
verness Courts — ^which  was  now  open  to  me,  dirough  the 
kindness  of  the  editor^-*a  series  of  earefiilly  prepared  let* 
ten  on  some  popnlar  subject  In  the  days  of  Goldsmith, 
die  herring-fishing  employed,  as  he  tells  us  in  one  of  his 
essays,  "all  Grub  Street"  In  the  nortibt  of  Bootiaai  din 
fishery  was  a  popular  theme  little  more  than  twenty  years 
ago.  The  wetfare  of  whole  communities  depended  in  no 
slight  degree  on  its  success :  it  formed  the  basis  of  many  a 
(oalculationy  and  the  sulject  of  osany  as  kivwtmeiit;  and  it 
was  all  tha  ixiove  soM^  fer  mr  imrpose  iSrom  the  drcum* 
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iiMM  Hut  Aeie  itm  bo  Grab  Street  in  Ihat  pot  of  the 
world  to  employ  itself  about.  It  was,  in  at  least  all  its 
better  aspects,  a  freeii  subject;  and  I  deemed  mydelf  nune 
thorougkly  acquainted  widi  it  ihaa  at  least  most  of  iIm 
men  wko  w«re  i^tfol  eiiou^  as  UUemiturSy  to  ccmummV 
eate  their  knowledge  in  writing.  I  knew  the  pecoiiarities 
of  fishermen  as  a  class^  and  the  efifects  of  this  special 
branch  of  their  profession  on  their  chaimcter :  I  had  aeen 
then  pvmmng  their  eraploymentB  amid  the  sublime  of  na< 
ture,  and  had  occasionaily  taken  a  share  in  their  work  ;  and, 
further,  I  was  acquainted  with  not  a  few  antique  traditiooa 
of  the  fishermen  of  other  ages^  in  which,  as  in  the  nan»> 
tkea  of  meet  sea&ring  men,  there  mingled  with  a  certain 
amount  of  real  incident,  curious  snatches  of  the  sapematu* 
raL  In  short,  the  subject  was  one  on  which,  as  I  knew  a 
good  deal  r^arding  it  that  was  not  generally  known,  I  was 
in  some  d^ree  qualified  to  write;  and  so  I  occupied  my 
leisure  in  casting  my  facts  respectuig  it  into  a  series  of  let- 
ters, of  which  the  first  appeared  in  the  Courier  a  fortnight 
after  my  volume  of  rerse  was  laid  on  the  tables  of  the  north> 
country  booksdlers. 

I  had  first  gone  out  to  sea  to  assist  in  catdiing  herrings 
about  ten  years  before ;  and  I  now  described,  in  one  of  my 
letters^  as  truthfiilly  as  I  eould,  those  features  of  the  scene 
to  which  I  had  been  introduced  on  that  occasion,  which  had 
struck  me  as  novel  and  peculiar.  And  what  had  he&i 
strange  to  me  proved  equally  so,  I  found,  to  the  readers 
of  the  Ckmrier,  My  letters  attracted  attention,  and  were 
republished  in  my  behalf  by  the  proprietors  of  the  paper, 
^^  in  consequence,''  said  my  fiiend  the  editor,  in  a  note  whi(^ 
he  kmdly  attached  to  the  pamphlet  whidi  they  formed, 
^of  ik»  interest  they  had  excited  in  the  northern  counties.^ 
Their  modicum  of  success,  lowly  as  was  their  subject,  com- 
pared with  that  of  some  of  my  more  ambitious  verses, 
taught  me  my  proper  course.  Let  it  be  my  business,  I 
said,  to  know  what  is  not  g^ierally  known ; — ^let  me  qaaUr 
ify  myself  to  stand  as  an  interpreter  between  nature  and  the 
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pttblk) :  wlule  I  strive  to  narrate  as  pleasingly,  and  deserib^ 

as  vividly,  as  I  can,  let  truth,  not  fiction,  be  my  walk; 
And  if  I  succeed  in  uniting  the  novel  to  the  true,  in  prov- 
inoes  of  more  general  interest  than  the  very  humble  one 
in  wbidi  I  have  now  partially  succeeded,  I  shall  succeed 
also  in  establishing  myself  in  a  position  which,  if  not  lofty, 
will  yield  me  at  least  more  solid  footing  than  that  to  which 
I  might  attain  as  a  mere  litterateur^  who,  mayhap,  pleased 
for  a  little,  but  added  nothing  to  the  general  fund.  The 
resolution  was,  I  think,  a  good  one; — would  that  it  had 
been  better  kept!  The  following  extracts  may  serve  to 
show  that,  humble  as  my  new  subject  may  be  deemed,  it 
gave  considerable  scope  for  description  of  a  kind  not  often 
associated  with  herrings,  even  when  they  employed  all  Grub 
Street:— 

*^  As  the  night  gradually  darkened,  the  sky  assumed  a  dead  and  leaden  hue ;  the 
sea,  roughened  by  the  rising  breeze,  reflected  its  deeper  hues  with  an  intensity  ap- 
proaching to  blaclE,  and  seemed  a  dark  uneven  pavement,  that  absorbed  every 
ray  of  the  remaining  light.  A  calm  silvery  patch,  some  flfleen  or  twenty  yards 
in  extent,  came  moving  fdowly  through  the  bUick.  It  seemed  merely  a  patch  of 
water  coated  with  oil ;  but,  obedient  to  some  other  moving  power  than  that  of 
either  tide  or  wind,  it  sailed  aslant  our  line  of  buoys,  a  stone-cast  fVom  our  bowS| — 
lengthened  itself  along  the  line  to  thrice  its  former  extent,— paused  as  if  for  a 
moment,— and  then  three  of  the  buoys,  after  erecting  themselves  on  their  nar* 
rower  base,  with  a  sudden  jerk,  idowly  sank.  ^  One— two-— three  buoys  1*  ex- 
claimed one  of  the  fishermen,  reckoning  them  as  they  disappeared  \—ther9  are  ten 
barrels  for  us  secure.'  A  few  moments  were  suffered  to  elapse;  and  then,  unfix- 
ing the  haulser  A-om  the  stem,  and  bringing  it  aft  to  the  stem,  we  commenced 
hauling.  The  nets  approached  the  gnnwale.  The  first  thre«  appeared,  flt>m  the 
phosphoric  light  of  the  water,  as  if  bursting  into  flames  of  a  pale  green  color. 
Here  and  there  a  herring  glittered  bright  in  the  meshes,  or  went  darting  away 
through  the  pitchy  darkness,  visible  for  a  moment  by  its  own  light.  The  fourth 
net  was  brighter  than  any  of  the  others,  and  glittered  through  the  waves  while  it 
was  yet  several  fathoms  away ;  the  pale  green  seemed  as  if  mingled  with  broken 
sheets  of  snow,  thatr— flickering  amid  the  mass  of  light— appeared,  with  every  tug 
given  by  the  fishermen,  to  shift,  dissipate,  and  again  form ;  and  there  streamed 
from  it  into  the  surrounding  gloom  myriads  of  green  rays,  an  instant  seen  and  then 
lust,— tlie  retreating  fish  that  had  avoided  the  meshes,  but  had  lingered,  until  dia- 
turt>ed,  beside  their  entangled  companions.  It  contained  a  considerable  body  of 
herriHgs.  As  we  raised  them  over  the  gunwale,  they  felt  warm  to  the  hand,  for  in 
tlie  middle  of  a  large  shoal  even  the  temperature  of  the  water  is  raisedf—a  fact 
well  known  to  every  herring  fisherman;  and  in  shakuig  them  out  of  the  met 
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li»  «v  beeame  BeMlMa  of  m  ikiffi,  dibrploir  Mnmd,  Ifke  fbct  of  Oie  mo«ni»  tm 
matk  fiiiiil«r,— A  oeaartets  ehetp,  ebeep,  etaMp,  ocoMioned  appareaUy— for  no  lra» 
flab  is  tarnished  wttb  organs  <rf  soaod— by  a  sodden  escape  fh>m  the  air4>tadder. 
The  shoal,  a  small  one,  had  spread  orer  only  three  of  the  nets,— the  three  whose 
taoys  had  so  suddenly  disappeared ;  and  most  of  the  others  had  bnt  Ibeir  mere 
iprii^ni^  or  ash,  some  doaso  or  two  In  a  net;  bnt  so  thlekly  had  thej  IbIb  1b 
the  IbitDBato  three,  that  the  entiee  haol  eonsisted  of  rather  more  than  turelTa 
harrals. 

WestBrtedup  aboBt  midnight,  and  saw  an  open  sea,  as  before;  but  the  aoeaehsd 
acmJrtnfsbiy  changed  alnee  we  had  lain  down.  The  breeae  had  died  into  a  eatas; 
the  bearens,  no  longer  dark  and  gray,  were  glowing  with  stars;  and  the  sea,  fttMs 
the  smoothness  of  the  surface,  appeared  a  second  sky,  as  bright  and  starry  as  (ha 
other;  with  thih  difference,  however,  that  all  its  stars  seemed  to  be  comets:  the 
riight^  tremnloas  motion  of  the  snrfiice  elongated  the  reflected  bnagea,  and  gave 
toeaah  Hi  tail.  There  waa  no  TislUe  line  of  dtrlaion  at  the  horlxon.  Wbera  the 
hills  rose  hi^  along  the  coast,  and  appeared  as  if  doubled  by  their  midaUitlnff  strip 
of  shadow,  what  might  be  deemed  a  dense  bank  of  cloud  lay  sleeping  in  the  hear- 
cna,  joat  where  ttie  upper  and  nether  Armaments  met ;  but  its  presence  rendered 
the  iUnsion  none  the  less  complete:  the  outline  of  the  boat  lay  dark  aroond  us, 
like  the  fragment  of  some  broken  planet  suspended  in  middle  space,  far  from  the 
earth  and  erery  star;  and  all  around  we  saw  extended  the  complete  sph»«,— ua- 
hlddai  abore  foHn  Orion  to  the  Pole,  and  visible  beneath  fh>m  the  PoYe  to  Orion. 
Oeftainly  svbliBie  scenery  possesses  in  itself  no  virtue  potent  enoagb  to  develop 
the  faeoUles,  or  the  mind  of  the  'flshermao  would  not  have  so  long  Uun  asleep. 
Tliere  is  no  profession  whose  recollections  should  rise  into  purer  poetry  tlum  his; 
but  if  the  miiTor  bear  not  its  previous  amalgam  of  taste  and  genius,  what  does  K 
matta*  though  the  scene  whidi  sheds  upon  it  its  many-colored  light  dioutd  be  tkh 
in  grandeur  and  beauty  f  There  is  no  corresponding  image  produced:  the  ans- 
eeptibility  of  reflecttog  the  landscape  is  never  imparted  by  the  landscape  itaeli; 
whether  to  the  mind  or  to  the  glass.  There  Is  no  class  of  recollections  more  illo- 
fory  than  those  which  associate— as  if  they  existed  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  dliBct 
•-HKMne  piece  of  stHking  scenery  with  some  sudden  development  of  the  fntelieeter 
Imagination.  The  eyes  opea,  and  there  is  an  external  beauty  aeeB ;  but  H  ia  not  the 
OBlemal  beauty  that  has  opened  the  eyes. 

^It  was  still  a  dead  calm,— calm  to  bladmess;  when,  in  about  an  hour  after 
•unrise,  what  seemed  like  iUflil  airs  began  to  play  on  the  sor&oe,  Imparting  to  k. 
In  irregular  patches,  a  tint  of  grqy.  First  one  patch  would  form,  then  a  seeood 
b^do  it,  then  a  third,  and  then  for  miles  around,  the  surflioe,  else  so  sllveiy,  would 
9pem  flFoet^d  over  with  gray:  Ihe  apparent  breeze  appeared  as  if  propagating  itself 
fjrom  one  central  point  In  a  tew  seconds  after,  all  would  be  calm  as  at  first ;  and 
then  from  some  other  centre  the  patches  of  gray  would  again  form  and  widen,  till 
the  whole  Frith  seemed  covered  by  them.  A  peenlkir  poppling  noise,  as  If  a  thua- 
der«hower  was  beaUng  the  surface  with  Its  multitudinous  drops,  rose  around  our 
boat;  the  water  seemed  sprinkled  with  an  iaflnity  of  points  of  silver,  that  for  an 
l|lilteredtotbefna,aad  then  resigned  their  pboesto  btber  quick  glBBdng 


OJB^  TBM  aamx  oy  xr  ssmcAnaN*.         ISA 


p^intm  titat  la  tam  wcr*  smeaodwl  bf  oflNn,  Tht  heR]i«»  liy 

Uiouaands  of  millions,  were  at  play  around  ua,  leaping  a  few  inches  into  the  air, 
axMl  then  foiling  and  disappearing,  to  rise  and  leap  again.  Shoal  rose  beyond  shoal, 
till  the  whole  bank  of  Gulliam  seemed  beaten  into  foam,  and  the  low  popplfug 
souncU  were  miUtipUed  into  «  roar,  like  that  of  the  wind  thfoagh  some  tell  woo«| 
that  mig^  be  heard  in  the  calm  for  miles.  And  ag»io»  the  shoals  f^r^^^vg  Mouail 
us  seemed  to  cover,  for  hundreds  of  square  miles,  the  vast  Moray  Frith.  Bat  tttough 
they  played  beside  oar  buoys  by  thousands,  not  a  herring  swam  so  low  as  the 
upper  baulk  of  our  dilft.  One  of  the  flshermen  took  up  a  stone,  and,  flinging  it 
riglit  OTer  oor«oeoBd  bii»y  into  the  middle  of  the  aboal,  th9  tUk  dia«pp«Mwl  frNn 
tlie  surface  for  several  iatboma  around.  ^Ah,  there  they  go,'  he  exdaimedv--^  if 
they  go  but  low  enough.  Four  years  ago  I  startled  thirty  barrels  of  light  fish  into 
my  drill  Just  by  throwing  a  stone  among  them.'  J  know  not  what  effect  the  stone 
might  have  bad  on  this  occasion ;  but  on  hauling  our  n^«  for  the  third  and  last 
tine,  we  found  we  had  captured  about  ^ght  baoels  offish ;  and  then  hoisting  sailf^ 
for  a  light  breeze  from  the  east  had  sprung  up,—- we  made  for  the  shore  with  a  caxvo 
of  twenty  barrels." 

Meanwhile  the  newspaper  critics  of  the  south  were  giving 
expression  to  all  sorts  of  judgments  on  my  verses.  It  was 
intimated  in  the  title  of  the  volume  that  they  had  heen 
"  written  in  the  leisure  hours  of  a  journeyman  mason ;"  and 
the  intimation  seemed  to  furnish  most  of  my  reviewers  with 
the  proper  cue  for  dealing  with  them.  "  The  time  has  gone 
by,"  said  one,  "when  a  literary  mechanic  used  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  phenomenon:  were  a  second  Bums  to  spring 
up  now,- he  would  not  be  entitled  to  so  much  praise  as  the 
first."  "It  is  our  duty  to  tell  this  writer,"  said  another, 
"  that  he  will  make  more  in  a  week  by  his  trowel  than  in 
half  a  century  by  his  pen."  "  We  are  glad  to  understand," 
said  a  third, — ^very  judiciously,  however, — "  that  our  author 
has  the  good  sense  to  rely  more  on  his  chisel  than  on  Hie 
Muses,"  The  lessons  taught  me  were  of  a  sufficiently  va- 
ried, but,  on  the  whole,  rather  contradictory  character.  By 
one  writer  I  was  told  that  I  was  a  dull,  correct  fellow,  who 
had  written  a  book  in  which  there  was  nothing  amusing  and 
nothing  absurd.  Another,  however,  cheered  my  forlorn 
spirits  by  assuring  me  that  I  was  a  "  man  of  genius,  whose 
poems,  with  much  that  was  faulty,  contained  also  much  that 
was  interesting.'*  A  third  was  sure  I  had  "  no  chance  what- 
ever of  being  known  beyond  the  limits  of  my  native  place," 
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dnd'thM  my  •^book  eiMhltied  none,  or  next  to  none,  of 
tSiose  indications  which  sanction  the  expectation  of  better 
things  to  oome ;"  while  a  foarth,  of  a  more  midline  ^ein, 
Ibirad  in  mj  work  the  evidence  of  ^^gilb  of  Nature,  wkidi 
the  stimnlns  of  enconragement,  and  the  tempering  lights 
of  experience,  might  hereafter  deyelop,  and  direct  to  the 
achieyement  of  something  truly  wonderi^"  There  were 
two  names  !n  parMeolar  that  my  little  Tokmie  med  to  sug- 
gest to  the  newspaper  reviewers:  the  T^m  o'Bhftnter  and 
Souter  Johnnie  of  the  ingenious  Thom  were  in  course  of 
being  exhibited  at  the  time;  and  it  was  known  that  Thom 
had  wronght  as  a  joumeymttn  mason :  ai^  there  was  a  rather 
slim  poet  called  l^lery,  thfe  author  of  serend  forgotten  toI- 
limes  of  verse,  one  of  which  had  issued  from  the  press  con- 
temporaneously with  mine,  who,  as  he  had  «  little  money, 
and  was  said  to  treat  his  literary  friends  very  luxuriously, 
was  praised  beyond  measure  by  the  newspaper  cntics,  es- 
pecially by  those  of  the  Scottish  capital  And  Thom  as  a 
mason,  and  Sillery  as  a  poet,  were  placed  repeatedly  before 
me.  One  critic,  who  was  sure  I  would  never  ccwoe  to  imy- 
Ihing,  magnanimously  remarked,  however,  that  as  he  hm 
me  no  ill  will,  he  would  be  glad  to  find  himself  aiistak- 
en;  nay,  that  it  would  give  him  '^un&igned  pleasure  to 
learn  I  had  attained  to  the  well-merited  fame  of  even  Mr. 
lliom  himself."  And  another,  after  deprecating  the  un- 
due severity  so  often  shown  by  the  bred  writer  to  the 
working  man,  and  asserting  that  the  '^journeyman  mason" 
Iras  in  this  instance,  notwithstanding  his  treatment,  a  man 
of  fair  parts^  ended  by  remarking,  that  it  was  of  course  not 
even  every  man  of  merit  who  could  expect  to  attain  to  the 
'^high  poetic  eminence  and  celi&brity  oi  a  Charles  Doyle 
Saiery." 

All  this,  however,  was  criticism  at  a  distance,  and  dis- 
turbed me  but  little  when  engaged  in  toiling  in  the  church- 
yard, or  in  enjoying  my  quiet  evening  walks.  But  it  became 
more  formidable  when,  on  one  occaaicHi,  it  oame  to  beard  me 
in  my  den. 
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IWe  place  mm  yiated  by  ia  intberaiit  teetiuwr  <hi  eloeii- 
tion, — one  Walsh,  who,  as  his  art  was  not  in  great  request 
among  the  quiet  ladies  and  busy  gentlemen  of  Cromarty, 
failed  to  draw  houses;  till  at  length  there  appeared  one 
morning,  placarded  on  post  and  pillar,  aa  intimation  to 
the  effect,  that  Mr.  Walsh  would  that  eyening  deliver  an 
elaborate  criticism  on  the  lately-published  volume  of 
^^  Poems  written  in  the  Idsure  hours  of  a  Journeyman  Ma- 
son,''  and  select  fh)m  it  a  portion  of  his  evening  readings.. 
The  intimation  drew  a  good  house;  and,  curious  to  know 
what  was  awaiting  me,  I  paid  my  shilling  with  the  others, 
and  got  into  a  comer.  First  in  the  entertainment  there 
oame  a  wearisome  dissertation  on  harmonic  inflections,  dou- 
ble emphasis,  the  echoing  words,  and  the  monotones.  But, 
to  borrow  from  Meg  Dods,  *'  Oh,  what  a  style  of  language  l" 
The  elooutionist,  evidently  an  untaught  and  grossly  ipio- 
rant  man,  had  not  an  idea  of  composition*  Syntax,  gram- 
mar, and  good  sense,  were  set  at  nought  in  every  sentence ; 
but  then,  on  the  other  hand,  the  inflections  were  carefully 
maintained,  and  went  rising  and  falling  over  the  nonsense 
beneath,  like  the  waves  of  some  shallow  bay  over  a  bot- 
tom of  mud  and  conaminuted  sea-weed.  After  the  disser- 
tation, we  were  gratified  by  a  few  recitations.  ^^  Lord  Ul- 
lin*s  Daughter,'^  the  "Razor  Seller,"  and  "My  Name  is 
Nerval,"  were  given  in  great  force.  And  then  came  the 
critique.  "  Ladies  and  gentiemen^"  said  the  reviewer,  "  We 
cannot  expect  much  from  a  joumeynoan  mason  in  the  poetry 
lina  Right  poetry  needs  teaching.  No  man  can  be  a 
proper  poet  unless  he  be  an  elocutionist ;  for,  unless  he  be 
an  elocutionist,  how  can  he  make  his  verses  emphatic  in 
the  right  places,  or  manage  the  harmonic  inflexes,  or  deal 
with  the  rhetorical  pauses  1  And  now.  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men, m  show  you,  from  various  passages  in  this  book,  that 
the  untaught  journeyman  mason  who  made  it  never  took 
lessons  in  elocution.  Fll  first  read  you  a  passage  from  a 
piece  of  verse  caUed  the  '  Death  of  Gardiner,' — ^the  person 
meant  being  the  late  C!olonei  Gardiner,  I  suppose.    The  be" 
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glnBiBg  of  tiie  pieoe  in  aboat  tiie  ruming  awsy  of  Jdamie 
Cbpe'smen:''* — 


•*  TM  t»  ttiai  cntTflB,  dve«i.«traeklio0k, 
One  Tal^rooft  bean  beat  kieeQ  And  bi|^ ; 
In  that  dark  boar  of  abameftal  fligbt, 

OMsUMbeUBdtodlet 
DeepgMb'd  bgr  BMqr  ft  fdon  bli>w, 

He  atoeps  wbeve  fougbt  tbe  Tawiiiiab'd  v» 
Of  f^ver'd  locks  and  f urrow*d  brow, 

A  yenerable  man. 
E'en  wben  bia  thonaaod  waniors  fled,— 

Thelr  low-bom  valor  qoattVI  and  gDiiB|~ 
He,— tbe  meek  leader  of  tbal  bandy- 
Remained,  and  fougbt  alone. 


*  Tbe  IbDowIng  are  the  openingr  stanzas  of  tbe  pfeoes—qnite  aa  ohnozkraa  to  oritl- 
n,  1  ter,aa those  selected  by  Walsh:— 

**  Have  jB  not  seen*  on  winter^  ers^ 

Wben  anow-xack  dimm'd  the  welkin^i  ttce, 
Borne  wave-like,  by  the  fltfUl  breeze, 

The  snow-wreath  shifthig  pliiM  t 
Silent  and  alow  as  drifting  wreath. 

Ere  day,  tbe  clans  from  Preston  Hill 
If ov*d  downward  to  tbe  vale  beneath  :-^ 

Dark  was  tbe  scene,  and  etUl  t 
In  stormy  autumn  day,  when  sad 

Tbe  boding  peasant  ftets  fiiri<mi. 
Have  ye  not  seen  tbe  moantain  stream 
Bear  down  the  standing  com  ? 
At  dawn,  wben  Preston  bog  was  crossM, 

Like  mountain  stream  that  bursts  its  b&ttl&% 
Charged  wild  those  Ck)ltic  hearts  of  fire, 

On  Copers  devoted  ranks. 
Have  ye  not  seen ,  firom  lonesome  waste, 
The  smoke-tower  rising  tall  and  slow, 
O'Mooklng,  like  a  stately  tree, 

Tbe  russet  plain  below  I 
And  have  ye  markM  that  pillarM  wreath 
Wben  sudden  struck  by  northern  blast, 
Amid  the  low  and  stunted  heath. 
In  broken  volumes  cast? 
At  simrise,  as  by  noitbem  blast 

The  piliar'd  smoke  is  roll'd  away. 
Fled  all  that  cloud  of  Saxon  war. 
In  headlong  diaamiy.'' 


OB,  THE  STOKT  OF  HT  ISDUCATIOS.  Wi 

fi»flaD4;  fflNefiMnentkrongMtfowid; 

TbB  lioUow  death-groan  of  deapair. 
The  claahing  sword,  the  cleaying  axe^ 

The  mnrd'roas  dirk  were  there. 
Valor  more  stark,  or  hands  more  strong, 

Ne'er  urged  the  bnuod  nor  lauehM  the  apeir; 
But  what  were  these  to  that  old  man! 

God  was  his  only  fear. 
He  stood  where  adyerse  thonsands  throned. 
And  long  that  warrior  fought  nd  weD  ;— 
BmrOs  be  fooght,  firmly  he  stood, 
Till  where  he  stood  he  fell. 
He  fell,— he  breath'd  one  patriot  prayer, 

Then  to  hf  s  God  his  eonl  redgnM ; 
Notloaring  of  earth'to  many  aoos 

A  better  man  behind. 
His  Talor,  his  high  scorn  of  death, 

To  famous  proud  meed  no  impulse  owM ; 
ffis  was  a  pure,  unsullied  zeal. 

For  Britain  and  ftnr  God. 
He  fell,— he  died ;— the  sayage  foe  ^ 

Trod  careless  o'er  the  noble  clay ; 
Yet  not  in  yain  the  champion  fought, 

In  that  disastrous  tnj. 
On  bigot  creeds  and  felwi  aworda 

Partial  success  may  fondly  smile, 
Till  bleeds  the  patriot^s  honest  heart, 
And  flames  the  martyr^  pile. 
Yet  not  in  yain  the  patriot  bleeds ; 
Yei  not  in  yain  the  martyr  dies  I 
From  ashes  mute,  and  voiceless  blood. 
What  stirring  memories  rise ! 
The  sooffer  owns  the  bigot's  creed, 

Diough  keen  the  secret  gibe  may  be; 
The  sceptic  seeks  the  tyrant's  dome. 
And  bends  the  ready  knee. 
But  oh  I  in  dark  oppression's  day. 

When  flares  the  torch,  when  flames  tte  sword. 
Who  are  the  braye  in  freedom's  canset 
The  men  who  fear  the  Lord. 

"  Now,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,"  continued  the  critic,  "  this 
is  very  bad  poetry.  I  defy  any  elocutionist  to  read  it  satisfac- 
torily wilii  the  inflexes.  And,  besides,  only  see  how  full  it  is 
of  tautology.  Let  us  take  but  one  of  the  verses : — *  He  fell, — 
he  died !'    To  M  in  battle  means,  as  we  all  know,  to  die  in 


biittle ; — to  die  In  bttde  is  exaed  j  tlie  same  tiung  as  to  fikQ 
in  Iwttle.  To  say, '  he  fell, — ^he  died,'  is  therefore  just  tanta- 
mount  to  sayii^  that  he  fell,  he  fell,  or  that  he  died,  he  died, 
and  is  bad  poetry  and  tautology.  And  this  is  one  of  the  e^ 
fisolsof  %nofanoe,andawantofrightedacation«''  Here,  how- 
ever, a  low  grumbling  sound,  gradually  shaping  itself  into 
words,  interrupted  the  lecturer.  There  was  a  worthy  old  cap- 
tain among  the  andienee,  who  had  not  given  himself  yery 
mudb  to  the  study  of  elocution  or  the  heUet  leUret ;  he  had  been 
too  mudi  occupied  in  his  younger  days  in  dealing  at  close 
quarters  with  the  French  under  Howe  and  Nelson,  to  leave 
him  much  time  for  the  niceties  of  recitation  or  criticism.  But 
the  brave  old  man  had  a  genial,  g^ierous  heart ;  and  the  strie- 
tures  of  the  elocutionist,  emitted,  as  all  saw,  in  Uie  presenoe 
of  the  aasaOed  author,  jarred  on  his  feelings.  ^^  It  was  not 
gratlemanly,"  he  said,  "to  attack  in  that  way  an  inoffensive 
man :  it  was  wrong.  The  poems  were,  he  was  told,  very  good 
poems.  He  knew  good  judges  that  thought  so ;  and  unpro- 
voked remarks  on  them,  such  as  those  of  the  lecturer,  ought 
not  to  be  permitted."  The  lecturer  replied,  and  in  glibness  and 
fluency  would  have  been  greatly  an  overmatch  for  the  worthy 
captain  ;  but  a  storm  of  hisses  backed  the  old  veteran,  and 
the  critic  gave  way.  As  his  remarks  were,  he  said,  not  to  the 
taste  of  the  audience, — ^though  he  was  taking  only  the  ordi- 
nary critical  liberty, — ^he  would  go  on  to  the  readings.  And 
with  a  few  extracts,  read  without  note  or  commaut,  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  evening  concluded.  There  was  nothing  very 
formidable  in  the  critique  of  Walsh ;  but  having  no  great  pow- 
ers of  &ce,  I  felt  it  rather  unpleasant  to  be  stared  at  in  my 
quiet  comer  by  every  one  in  the  room,  and  looked,  I  dare 
say,  very  much  put  out ;  and  the  sympathy  and  condolence 
of  such  of  my  townsfolk  as  comforted  me  in  the  state  of  sup- 
posed annihilation  and  nothingness  to  which  his  criticism  had 
reduced  me,  were  just  a  little  annoying.  Poor  Walsh,  how- 
ever, had  he  but  known  what  threatened  him,  would  have 
hem  ccNQsiderably  less  at  ease  than  his  victim. 
The  Cousin  Walter  introduced  to  the  reader  in  an  ear^ 
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chapter  as  the  companion  of  one  of  rAj  H^hltmd  jouni^ys, 
had  grown  up  into  a  handsome  and  very  poveHnl  young  man. 
One  might  have  guessed  his  stature  at  about  five  feet  ten  or 
so,  hut  it  in  reality  somewhat  exceeded  six  feet :  he  had  amaz- 
ing length  and  strength  of  arm  ;  and  such  was  hid  structure  of 
bone,  that,  as  he  tucked  up  his  sleeve  to  send  a  bowl  aikmg  the 
town  links,  or  to  fling  the  hammer,  or  throw  the  Mone,  the  knob- 
bed protuberances  of  the  wrist,  with  the  sinews  rising  sharp 
over  them,  reminded  one  rather  of  the  framework  of  a  hor6e^B 
leg,  than  of  that  of  a  human  arm.  And  Walter,  though  a  fine, 
sweet-tempered  fellow,  had  shown,  oftener  than  once  or  twice, 
that  he  could  make  a  very  formidable  use  of  hie  great  strength. 
Some  of  the  later  instances  had  been  rather  interesting  in  their 
kind.  There  had  been  a  lai^e  Dutch  transport,  laden  with 
troops,  forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  the  bay  shortly  before, 
and  a  handsome  yeung  soldier  of  the  party,-— a  native  of 
Northern  Germany,  named  Wolf, — had,  I  know  not  how, 
scraped  acquaintance  with  Walter.  WolfJ  who,  like  many  of 
his  country-folk,  was  a  great  reader,  and  intimately  acquainted, 
through  Germap  translations,  with  the  Waverley  Novels,  had 
taken  all  his  ideas  of  Scotland  and  its  people  from  the  desorip- 
lions  of  Scott ;  and  in  Walter,  as  handsome  as  he  was  robust, 
he  fovtnd  the  beau  ideal  of  a  Scottish  hero.  He  wad  a  man 
cast  in  exactly  the  model  of  the  Harry  Bertrams,  Halbert  Glen- 
dinnings,  atnd  Quentin  Durwards  of  the  novelist.  For  tile 
short  time  the  vessel  lay  in  the  harbor,  Wolf  and  Walter 
WBfe  inseparable.  Walter  knew  a  little,  mainly  at  second 
hand,  through  his  cousm,  about  the  heroes  of  Scott ;  ftnd  Wolf 
delighted  to  converse  with  him,  in  his  broken  Euglish,  aboot 
Balfour  of  Burley,  Rob  Roy,  and  Vich  Ian  Vohr ;  and  ever 
and  anon  wouM  he  urge  him  to  exhibit  before  him  some  feat 
of  strength  or  agility, — ^a  call  to  which  Walter  was  never  slow 
to  respond.  There  was  a  serjeant  among  the  troops, — a  Dntdh 
man, — ^regarded  as  their  strongest  man,  who  used  to  pride  him- 
self much  on  his  prowess ;  and  who,  on  hearing  W  olf 's  d^ 
scription  of  Walter,  expressed  a  wish  to  be  introduced  to  him. 
Wolf  soon  found  the  means  of  gratifying  the  serjeaat    The 
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•traag  DutehnuM  atrolehed  out  hk  band,  and,  oa  getlii^  hoSd 
of  Waller'fl,  gpnMped  it  vety  bard.  Walter  aaw  his  desigB, 
and  retamed  die  gni^  with  eueh  overmasteriiig  firnmessy  that 
Itie  haaid  became  powerlesa  within  his.  ^' Ah !"  exclaimed  the 
Daftelman,  ia  his  faMcen  English,  shaking  his  fingers  and 
Uowii^uponthea^^^ineBO  try  squeeze  hand  with  you  again; 
yioii  veiy,  svry  strong  noan."  Wolf  for  a  mioute  afber  stood 
bMigbing  mid  staffing  his  hands^  as  if  the  victory  were  Jua^ 
not  Walter^a.  When  at  length  the  daj  SErrived  on  which  the 
tm/mpimt  was  to  sail,  the  two  &i^3ids  seemed  as  unwilling  to 
part  as  if  they  had  been  attached  for  years.  Walt^  present* 
ed  Wolf  with  a  &vorite  snnfP'box ;  Wolf  gave  Walter  his 
fine  German  pipa 

Before  I  bad  risen  on  the  morning  of  the  day  siiooeediQg 
UmA  in  which  I  had  been  deaiolished  by  the  elocutioiust^  Coo- 
m  Walter  made  hb  way  to  my  bedsidei.  with  a  storm  on  his 
bMtr  dark  as  midnight.  ^^  Is  it  true,  Hugh,"  he  inquired, "  that 
the  leeturer  WaMi  ridiculed  you  and  your  poems  in  the  Couah 
olHeuse  last  night  r  '^Oh,and  what  <^  that  TI  said; ''who 
eases  anything  for  the  ridioole  of  a  Uoekhead  f '  ''  Ay  1"  said 
Walter, ''  thi^'s  always  your  way ;  but  /  care  for  it !  Had  I 
been  there  last  night,  I  would  have  sent  the  p^py  through 
the  window,  to  criticise  amoi^  the  nettles  in  the  yard.  But 
there's  n0  time  lost ;  I  shaU  wait  <»i  him  when  it  grows  dark 
this  evenii^,  and  give  him  a  lesson  in  good  manners,"  ^  Not 
fin-  your  lile,  Walter  i"  I  exdaimed.  ''  Oh,"  said  Walter, ""  I 
thallgive  Walsh  all  manner  of  fiur  play."  ''fairi^iy!"  I  re- 
joined; ''you  cannot  give  Walsh  Airplay;  youareaMove^ 
match  ibr  fite  Wakbea.  If  you  meddle  with  him  at  all,  you 
will  kill  the  poor  dim  man  at  a  blow,  and  then  not  only  will 
you  be  af^rebanded  for  manalaughtei:,-- ^maybap  for  murdo*, 
**»but  it  will  also  be  said  that  I  was  mean  enou^  to  set  you 
on  to  do  what  I  had  not  coun^e  enough  to  do  myself.  You 
mu$i  give  up  all  thoughts  of  meddling  with  Wabh."  In  short, 
I  at  length  partially  succeeded  in  convinmng  Walter  that  he 
m^t  do  me  a  great  mischief  by  assaulting  my  cdtic;  but  so 
little  e&aMssA  was  I  of  his  aeraig.  the  matteria  ite  peeper 
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light,  ^t  trhen  the  leoturer,  unable  to  geir  mMmee»^  qstted 
l^e  place,  and  Walter  had  no  longer  opportanily  of  axenging 
mj  eanse,  I  feit  a  load  of  anxiety  tak^i  from  off  mj  mind. 

Hiere  reached  Oomarty  shortly  alter,  a  criticism  that  di^ 
fered  eoBi^erably  fitmi  that  of  Walah,  and  restored  the  shaken 
oonfid^ce  of  some  of  my  aequaintanoe.  The  other  oriticisiiM 
wiridi  had  appeared  in  newspapers,  Jiteraiy  gazettes,  and  jour- 
tiak,  had  been  evidently  tiie  work  <^  small  men ;  and,  feeble 
and  comimonplace  in  tiieir  style  and  thinking,  they  carried 
witli  diem  no  weight, — icr  who  c^res  anything  for  tbe  judg* 
ment,  on  one's  writings,  of  men  who  themselyes  cannot  write  9 
But  here,  at  length,  was  tha*e  a  critique  doqnently  and  power* 
fully  written.  It  was,  however,  at  least  as  extravagant  in  its 
praise  as  the  others  in  their  eensore.  The  friendly  critic  knew 
nothing  of  the  anthor  he  commended ;  but  he  had,  I  suppose, 
iinst  semi  the  depreciatory  oritionms,  and  then  glanced  his  eye 
over  the  volume  which  they  condemned ;  and  finding  it  con* 
iriderabfy  better  than  it  was  said  to  be,  he  had  rushed  into  gea« 
cs^ous  praise,  and  described  it  as  really  a  great  deal  better  Itian 
it  was.  After  an  extravagantly  high  estimate  of  the  powers 
of  its  author,  he  went  oa  to  say,^-^^  Nor,  in  making  these  ob^ 
servations,  do  we  speak  r^atively,  or  desire  to  be  understood 
as  m^ely  saying  that  the  poems  before  ns  are  remaricable 
piodiictioDS  to  emanate  from  a  ^journeyman  mason.'  That 
this  is  indeed  the  ease,  no  <me  who  reads  them  can  doubt ;  but 
in  oharacterixiag  die  poetical  talent  they  display,  our  obser* 
vations  are  meant  to  be  quite  absolute ;  and  we  aver,  without 
fear  of  contrftdk$ti<Mi,  diat  the  pieces  contained  in  the  humble 
vdnme  before  us  bear  the  stamp  and  impress  of  no  ordinary 
genius ;  that  they  are  bespangled  with  gems  of  genuine  po^ 
e^;  and  that  their  unpretending  author  well  deserves-^ 
what  he  will  doubtless  obtun — ^the  countenance  and  support 
of  A  disc^ning  publia  Nature  is  not  an  aristocrat.  To  the 
ploughboy  following  his  team  a-field, — ^to  the  shepherd  tend- 
ing fab  docks  in  die  wilderness,— hht  to  the  rude  cutter  of 
stcne,  cramped  over  his  rough  occupation  in  the  wooden  shed, 
•«HdB«Qmetiine8  dispenses  her  ridbsBt  and  rarest  gifts  as  libera 
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•llj  as  to  the  proud  pafcridafi,  or  the  titled  Tffpriafnftalire  of 
alonglioeofillustriotts  aaoestry.  She 'm  no  respedtet  oi  per' 
sons;  and  all  other  distinctions  jieid  to  the  tide-wiueb  her 
&Tor8  oonfer.  The  names,  be  they  eyer  so  humble,  wUeh  she 
illustrates,  need  no  other  deeoradcii  to  reoommeitd  them ;  and 
henoe  even  that  of  our  ^journeyman  mason'  may  yet  be  dea- 
tined  to  take  its  place  ^dth  those  of  men  vho,  like  him^  firat 
poured  their  ^  wood-notes  wild'  in  the  humblest  and  lowliest 
sphere  of  life,  but,  raisBd  into  deatUesa  song,  hare  beoome  &• 
miliar  as  household  words  to  all  who  love  aad  admire  the  un^* 
sophisticated  productions  of  naliTeg^us."  ThekteDr.Jasaes 
%owne  of  Edinburgh,  author  of  the  ''  Histovy  of  the  High- 
lands," and  woiking  Editor  of  the  '^Encyclopedia  Britaonica.," 
was,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  the  writer  of  thia  oyereulogistic, 
but  certainly,  in  the  circumstances,  generous  criitique. 

Ultimately  I  found  my  drde  of  fri^ida  very  oDDsidecablj 
enlarged  by  the  publicatian  of  my  Verses  and  Letters.  Mr. 
kaac  Forsyth,  of  Elgin,  the  lBX>ther  and  biographer  of  the  watt- 
known  Joseph  !Fors3rth,  whose  clasaJca]  volume  oft*  Italy  stiH 
holds  its  place  as  perhaps  the  best  work  to  wUch  the  travelkr 
of  taste  in  that  country  can  commit  himseli^  exerted  himneTf, 
as  the  most  influential  of  northnsountry  bookselleiis,  with  d]»- 
interested  kindness  in  my  behalf  The  late  Sir  Thomas  Dick 
Lauder,  too,  resident  at  that  time  at  his  seat  at  Relugaa  in 
Moray,  lent  me,  unsolicited,  his  influence ;  and,  distingniahed 
by  his  fine  taste  and  literary  ability,  be  ventiured  to  pledge 
both  in  my  &vor.  I  also  received  much  kindness  from  the 
late  Miss  Dimbar  of  Boath, — a  literary  lady  of  the  high  l^pe 
of  the  last  age,  and  acquainted  in  the  best  literary  omdes ;  hat 
who,  now  late  in  life,  admitted  among  her  select  friends  one 
friend  more,  and  cheered  mxi  with  many  a  kind  letter,  and  in* 
vitcd  my  frequent  visits  to  her  hospitable  mansion.  If,  in  my 
course  as  a  working  man,  I  never  incurred  peooniary  obligar 
tions,  and  never  spent  a  shilling  for  which  I  had  not  previously 
labored,  it  was  certainly  not  from  want  <^  opportunity  aibed* 
ed  me.  Miss  Dunbar  meant  what  she  said,  and  oftener  than 
once  did  she  press  her  purse  on  my  aoceptanoa    I  reeeived- 
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ii]iicii;Idadiiea»,  too,  fkim  the  Iftte  Pritidpal  Bftird.  The  ven- 
erable Pmeipal,  when  on  one  of  his  Highland  journeys,—- 
bene^wknli J  imd^^rtake^  in  behalf  of  an  educational  scheme 
Qfih»  QeaBeaH  Assembly,  in  the  serrice  of  which  he  had  trav- 
elled, after  he  was  tnmed  of  seventy,  more  than  eight  thou- 
aand  mik8,«-4md  perased  my  Versses  and  Letters ;  and,  ex- 
pieaniig  »  Btroof  desMre  to  know  th^r  author,  my  friend  the 
edkor  of  tlitt  Comrmr  despatched  one  of  his  apprentices  to  Cro- 
sosrty^  to  say  tbi^  he  ^koaght  the  opportmiity  of  meeting  with 
suflh  amaii  ought  niot  to  be  neglected.  I  accordingly  went  up 
to  iKsemBss,  imd  had  an  ittterview  with  Dr.  Baird.  I  had 
known' iHm  pvevBUisly  by  name  as  one  of  the  correspondents 
of  Biinia,-aDd  the  editor  oi  the  best  edition  of  the  poems  of 
Michttel  Brace ;  and,  thon^  aware  at  the  time  that  his  ei^i- 
nu^  of  what  I  had  done  was  by  mnc^  too  high,  I  yet  felt 
flalieiad  by  his  notiee.  He  urged  me  to  quit  the  north  for 
Edinbni^.  The  eapital  ftutiished,  he  said,  the  proper  field 
foffift  titenry  macn  in  Seo^and.  What  between  the  employ- 
HMBt  fiii&ifefatd  by  the  newt^pers  and  the  magazines,  he  was 
ama  I  would  efieet  a  loc^ment,  and  work  my  way  up ;  and, 
un^I  gave-^e  thing  a  Mr  trial,  I  wonld,  of  course,  come  and 
live  with  him^  I  felt  sinoerdy  gratefol  for  his  kindness,  but 
dealined  the  invitation.  1 4id  think  it  posi^ible,  that  in  some 
sulwr^sate  eapateity, — as  a  ooncoct^  ot  paragraphs,  or  an 
ilbiadger  of  parUamentavy  debates,  or  even  as  a  writer  of  occa- 
sicaiaiartieless-*^!  might  find  more  remunerative  employment 
ikam  as  a  'stoD&fixkason.  Bat  though  I  might  acquaint  myself 
in  « large  town,  when  occupied  in  this  way,  with  the  world  of 
boolis,  I'qniBBtioDed  whether!  coukL  enjoy  equal  opportunities 
of  acqaakkting  myself  wi^  the  occult  and  the  new  in  natural 
sotanee^  as  when  plying  my  labors  in  the  provinces  as  a  me- 
dbune.  And  so  I  determined  that,  instead  of  casting  my- 
s^'  on  an  exhausting  literary  occupation,  in  which  i  would 
haT«  to  di«w  incessantly  on  the  stock  of  fact  and  reflection 
wlMk  I  had  already  aocumnlated,  I  should  continue  for  at 
leaat  8evi^>al  yean*  more  to  purchase  independence  by  my  la- 
bom  a»^  mason,  and  eiiiploy  my  leisure  hours  in  adding  to 


4aS  HT  aCHOCXiS  MXm  SraBOCOJiABCBHi; 

my  ftmd,  gleaned  from  origiaid  ohmmi&xm^miAia' 
preTiouBly  trodden. 

Tlie  venerable  Prindpal  set  me  iqpon  a  pieee  of  Hteearj  teflk- 
work,  of  whidi,  aave  lor  his  ad vioe,  I  would  never  hsva  flMw^glH^ 
and  of  whidb  these  antobiogniphic  chapters  are  the  late  bat 
Intimate  offipring.  ^  Literary  men,"  he  said,  ^  are  aometiiDai 
spoken  of  as  consistnig  of  two  classes, — tiie  edncated  aad  tbe 
tinedncated ;  but  they  must  all  alike  have  an  edncalion  boforo 
they  can  become  literary  men ;  and  the  less  otidiaarytiie  mode 
in  whidb  the  education  has  bem  acquired,  tiw  mone  iDterest- 
ing  always  is  the  story  of  it  I  wish  you  to  write  fixr  me  an 
account  of  yoora."  I  accordingly  wrote  m  antobiegraplBC 
sketdi  for  the  Principal,  winch  brou^t  up  my  atory  till  my 
return,  in  1825,  from  the  south  country  to  my  home  m  the 
north,  and  which,  though  greatly  orerladan  with  refleetiQa 
and  remark,  has  preserved  for  me  bodi  the  thon^^tfe  and  inci- 
dents oi  an  early  time  more  freshly  than  if  they  had  been 
Buiered  to  exist  till  now  as  mere  leedleetftons  in  the  um)- 
mory,  I  next  set  myself  to  reeord,  in  a  aomeiHHt  dabaeate 
form,  the  traditions  of  my  native  place  and  the  suneandii^^ 
district ;  and,  taking  the  work  very  letsnrely,  not  as  labor, 
but  as  amusement, — ^for  my  labcnrs,  as  at  m  earlier  periad, 
continued  to  be  those  of  tbe  8t(»ie4sutter,'-^  bulky  vohnne 
grew  up  under  my  hands.  I  had  laid  down  for  myself  two 
rules,  lliere  is  no  move  &tal  error  into  -wbnh  a  woridag 
man  of  a  literary  turn  can  fiill,  than  the  mistake  of  deemii^ 
himself  too  good  for  his  humUe  employments;  and  y^  it  in  a 
mistake  as  common  as  it  is  fatal.  I  had  already  seen  seveod 
poor  wrecked  mechanics,  tiiio^  believiag  theannclves  ta  be 
poets,  and  regarding  die  manual  ooonpatioa  by  vrtidi  Aey 
could  alone  live  in  independence  as  beneaih  liiem,  had  beoosae 
in  consequence  little  better  than  mendicants ;  too  good  to  work 
for  their  bread,  but  not  too  good  virtually  to  beg  it;  and^  look- 
ing upon  them  as  beacons  of  warning,  I  determined  that,  with 
God's  help,  I  should  give  their  error  a  wide  offings  and  ncfver 
assodate  die  idea  <^  meanness  with  an  honest  calling,,  or  ^deem 
SQgnMtftoogogdtobelndepeDdeniL  And,  in  the  aeattad  place, 


mm  1 8SW  tint  the  notioe,  md  nuHre  especially  the  lio&{>itidHie8, 
of  perscms  in  the  upper  walks,  seemed  to  exercise  a  deteriorat- 
ing efiect  on  even  strong-minded  men  in  oircumstances  sueh  as 
mine,  I  resolved  rather  to  avoid  than  ooart  the  attentions  from 
tins  class  which  were  now  beginnii^  to  come  my  way.  John- 
son describes  his  ^'  Ortogrul  of  Basra"  as  a  thoughtful  and  med- 
itative man ;  and  yet  he  tells  us,  that  after  he  had  seen  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Viader,  and  ^^  admired  the  walls  hung  with  golden 
tapestry,  and  the  floors  covered  witib  silken  carpets,  he  despised 
liie  simple  neataess  of  his  own  little  habitation."  And  the 
■leaMm  of  die  fiction  is,  I  fear,  too  obviously  exemplified  in  the 
real  history  <^  one  of  the  strongest-minded  men  of  the  last  age, 
•**^Bobert  Boms.  The  poet  seems  to  have  left  behind  him 
much  of  his  early  complacency  in  his  humble  home,  in  the 
sftoidid  mansions  of  iba  men  who,  while  they  failed  worthily 
■to  patronize  him,  injured  him  by  their  hospitalities.  I  found  it 
more  difficult,  however,  to  hold  by  this  second  resolution  than 
by  the  first  As  I  was  not  large  enough  to  be  made  a  lion  o^ 
tte  invitations  which  came  my  way  were  usually  those  of  real 
kindiiess ;  and  the  advances  of  kindness  I  found  it  impoeetUe 
:siwayato  repel ;  and  so  it  happened  that  I  did  at  times  find 
myself  in  company  in  which  the  working  man  might  be  deem- 
ed misplaced  and  in  danger.  On  two  several  occasions,  £ov 
instance,  aftw  declining  previous  invitations  not  a  few,  I  had 
to  spend  a  week  at  a  time  as  the  guest  of  my  respected  fiiend 
Miss  Dunbar  of  Boath ;  and  my  native  place  was  visited  by 
few  superior  men  iJiat  I  had  not  to  meet  at  some  hos|Mtable 
-board.  But  I  trust  I  may  say,  that  the  temptations  feiled  to 
injure  me ;  and  tfatt  on  such  occasions  I  returned  to  my  ob- 
aoare  employments  and  humble  home,  grateful  fer  the  kind- 
ntss  I  had  received,  but  in  no  degree  disoont^ted  with  my 
lot 

Miss  Dunbar  belonged,  as  I  have  said,  to  a  type  of  literary 
lady  now  well  nigh  passed  away,  but  of  which  we  find  frequent 
tiaoe  in  the  ^istolavy  literature  of  the  last  century.  The 
eiass  eomes  bsfere-ns  m  elegant  and  tastefiil  letters,  indioalive 
«f  vinib  «nibusd  with  lUemfre  tlvnigh  mayhap  not  ambi- 
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tioqs  of  authonhip*  and  tbat  aboif  vlwtonMDXfaBbs  their.i 
must  have  proved  of  the  sodety  to  whkh  the j  bekMiged,  and 
what  delight  they  must  have  given  to  the  ciroies  in  wlecli  tbej 
more  immediate^  moved.  The  Lady  Russel,  the  Lady  Los- 
borough,  the  Countess  of  Pomfiret^  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Montngwc, 
&;g.,  &c., — names  well  fixed  in  the  e|[H8tolary  literature  of 
England,  though  unknown  in  the  walks  of  ordinary  aatbor- 
ship, — m»^  be  regarded  as  specimens  of  the  class.  Even  in 
the  cases  in  which  its  members  did  beoome  authoresses,  and 
produced  songs  and  ballads  instinct  with  genius,  tbej  seem  to 
have  had  but  little  of  the  author^s  ambition  in  them  ;  and 
their  songs,  cast  carelessly  upon  the  waters,  have  be^n  fbind, 
after  many  days,  preserved  rather  by  accident  tiian  desigSk 
The  Lady  Wardlaw,  who  produced  the  noble  ballad  of  ^'  Hardy- 
knute,"— 4be  Lady  Aim  Lindsay,  who  wrote  "  Auld  Bobin 
Gray," — ^the  Miss  Blamire,  whose  "  Nabob"  is  so  dianning  a 
composition,  notwithstanding  its  unfortunately  prosaic  name^ 
— ^and  the  late  Lady  Naime,  authoress  of  the  ''  Land  o'  the 
Leal,"  "John  Tod,"  and  the  "  Laird  o'  Cookpen,"— are  speci- 
mens of  the  class  that  fixed  their  names  mmmg  the  poets  widi 
I4>parently  as  little  efibrt  or  design  as  smging  birds  pour  fortii 
their  melodies. 

The  north  had,  in  thelast  age,it8Hitoreatinggr€ii{>ofk£es 
of  this  type,  of  whom  the  central  figure  ought  be  regaidad  aa 
the  late  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bose  of  Kikavoek,  the  ooKraqpondentof 
Burns,  and  the  cousin  a^d  associate  of  Henry  MafikenM,  the 
'^ManofEeeling."  Mrs.  Bose  seems  to  have  been  a  lady  of  a 
singularly  fine  mind, — ^a  little  touehed,  mayhi^a,  by  the  psoml- 
ing  sentimentalism  of  the  ag^  The  MistnMs  of  Hariey,  tBaa 
Walton,  might  have  kept  exactly  such  journals  as  hess ;  bntllia 
talent  which  they  exhibited  was  certainly  of  a  Ugh  oidbr;  and 
the  feeling,  though  cast  in  a  somewhat  artificial  mould,  was,  I 
doubt  not,  sincere.  Portions  of  those  journals,  by  the  way,  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  perunng  when  on  my<  riaite  to  my  finend 
Miss  Dunbar;  and  there  is  a  copy  of  one  ^.  them  now  In  my 
posaes^n*  Another  memhep  of  this  groii^  wm  the  lata  2faa 
Gamt  Oif  I«agaan,T-^t  the  tuMirhw  ittafatedniidtei,  tha 
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mistress  of  a  remote  HigMand  manse,  and  known  but  to  her 
personal  friends  by  those  earlier  letters  which  form  the  first 
half  of  her  "  Letters  from  the  Mountains,"  and  which,  in  ease 
and  freshness,  greatly  surpass  aught  which  she  produced  after 
she  began  her  career  of  authorship.  Not  a  few  of  her  letters, 
and  several  of  her  poems,  were  addressed  to  my  friend  Miss 
Dunbar.  Some  of  the  other  members  of  the  group  were 
greatly  younger  than  Mrs.  Grant  and  the  Lady  of  Kilravock. 
And  of  these,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  was  the  late  Lady 
Gordon  Gumming  of  Altyre,  known  to  scientific  men  by  her 
geologic  labors  among  the  ichthyolitic  formations  of  Moray, 
and  mother  of  the  fiimous  lion-hunter,  Mr.  Gordon  Gumming. 
My  friend  Miss  Dunbar  was  at  this  time  considerably  ad- 
vanced in  life,  and  her  health  far  from  good.  She  possessed, 
however,  a  singular  buoyancy  of  spirits,  which  years  and  fre- 
quent illness  had  failed  to  depress ;  and  her  interest  and  enjoy- 
ment in  nature  and  in  books  remained  as  high  as  when,  long 
before,  her  friend  Mrs.  Grant  had  addressed  her  as 

■'Helen,  by  ev«y  sjmpathy  allied, 

By  love  of  Yiriue  and  by  love  of  Boogr* 
Compassionate  in  youth  and  beauty's  pride.** 

Her  mind  was  imbued  with  literature,  and  stored  with  literary 
anecdote :  she  conversed  with  elegance,  giving  interest  to  what- 
ever she  touched ;  and,  though  she  seemed  never  to  have 
thought  of  author^ip  in  her  own  behalf,  she  wrote  pleasingly 
and  with  great  &eility,  in  both  prose  and  verse.  Her  verses, 
usually  of  a  humorous  cast,  ran  trippingly  off  the  tongue,  as 
if  the  words  had  dropped  by  some  happy  accident, — for  the 
arrong^nent  bore  no  mark  of  effort, — ^into  exactly  the  places 
wh^e  lliey  at  once  best  brought  out  the  writer's  meaning,  and 
addressed  themselves  most  pleasingly  to  the  ear.  The  open- 
ing stanzas  of  a  light  ^^u  cTesprit  on  a  young  naval  oflicer  en- 
gllged  in  a  lady-killing  expedition  in  Cromarty,  dwell  in  my 
memory ;  and — firet  premising,  by  way  of  explanation,  that 
Afiss  Do^mr's  brollier,  tiie  late  Baronet  of  Boath,  was  a  eap- 
taan  in  ^kb  i»vy,  and  that  the  lady-kill^  was  his  first  Heuten- 
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ant — I  may  take  the  liberty  of  ^ving  all  I  remembear  of  the 
piece,  as  a  specimea  of  her  easy  style : — 

<*Iii  Cromarty  Bay, 

Ab  the  *  Drirer*  snog  lay, 
The  Lteolenant  would  veDtare  ashore; 

And,  a  flgnre  to  cut, 

From  the  head  to  the  foot 
He  was  fashion  and  finery  all  o'er. 

A  hat  richly  lac'd. 

To  the  left  side  was  placed, 
Which  made  him  look  martial  and  bold ; 

His  coat  of  trae  bine 

Was  ^ick  and  span  new, 
And  his  buttons  were  burnished  with  gold. 

His  neckcloth  well  puff'd, 

Which  six  handkerchief  stuff'd, 
And  in  color  with  snow  might  have  vied,. 

Was  put  on  with  great  care, 

As  a  bait  for  the  fiiir, 
A£d  the  ends  in  a  loTe-knot  were  tied,'*  &&,  &c. 

I  greatly  enjoyed  my  visits  to  this  genial-hearted  and  accom- 
plished lady.  No  cliilling  condescensions  on  her  pai^  meas- 
ured out  to  me  my  distance :  Miss  Dunbar  took  at  once  the 
common  ground  of  literary  tastes  and  pursuits ;  and  if  1  did 
not  feel  my  inferiority  there,  she  took  care  that  I  should  feel 
it  nowhere  else.  There  was  but  one  point  on  which  we  dif 
fered.  While  hospitably  extending  to  me  every  facility  for 
visiting  the  objects  of  scientific  interest  in  her  neighborhood, 
— such  as  those  sand-wastes  of  Culbin,  in  which  an  ancient 
barony  finds  burial,  and  the  geologic  sections  presented  by 
the  banks  of  the  Findhom, — ^she  was  yet  desirous  to  fix  me 
down  to  literature  as  my  proper  walk  ;  and  I,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  equally  desirous  of  escaping  into  science. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


**He  who,  with  pocket  hammer,  smites  the  edge 
Of  luckless  rock  or  prominent  stone,  disguised 
In  weather  stains,  or  crosted  o'er  by  nature 
With  her  first  growths,— detailing  by  the  stroke 
A  chip  or  splinter,  to  resolve  his  doubts ; 
And,  with  that  ready  answer  satisfied, 
The  substance  classes  by  some  barbarous  name. 
And  hurries  on/' 

Wordsworth. 

Ik  the  course  of  my  two  visits  to  Miss  Dunbar,  I  had  sor- 
eral  opportunities  of  examining  the  sand-wastes  of  Qilbin,  and 
of  registering  some  of  the  peculiarities  which  distinguish  the 
arenaceous  sub-aerial  £>rmation  from  the  arenaceous  sub^bque* 
ous  deposit.  Of  the  present  sur&ce  of  the  earth,  oonsiderablj 
more  than  six  millions  of  square  miles  are  occupied  in  Africa 
and  Asia  alone  by  sandy  deserts.  With  but  the  intermption 
of  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Nile,  an  enormous  zone  of  arid 
sand,  full  nine  hundred  miles  across,  stretches  £rom  the  eas^ 
em  coast  of  Africa  to  within  a  few  days'  journey  of  the  Chinese 
frontier :  it  is  a  belt  that  girdles  nearly  half  the  globe ; — ^a  vast 
"ocean,"  according  to  the  Moors,  "without  water."  The 
sandy  deserts  of  the  rainless  district  of  Chili  are  also  of  great 
extent ;  and  there  aie  few  countries  in  even  the  higher  lati- 
tudes tiiat  have  not  their  tracts  of  arenaceous  waste.  These 
sandy  tracts,  so  oommon  in  the  present  scene  of  things,  could 
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Kit,  I  argued,  be  TOStrieted  to  tbe  recent  geologic  periods.  Tliej 
most  have  existed,  like  all  the  commoner  phenomena  of  nature, 
under  every  aacoeeding  system  in  which  the  sun  shone,  and 
tbe  windiB  blew,  and  ocean-beds  were  upheaved  to  the  air  and 
the  light,  and  the  waves  threw  upon  the  shore,  fix>m  ar^iar 
oeoos  sea-bottoms,  their  accumulations  of  light  sand.  And  1 
was  now  employed  in  acquainting  myself  with  the  marks  by 
which  I  might  be  able  to  distinguish  sub-aerial  from  sub-aque- 
oos  formation,  among  the  ever-recurring  sandstone-beds  of  the 
geologK  deposits.  I  have  spent,  when  thus  engaged,  very  de- 
lightfkd  hours  amid  the  waste.  In  pursuing  one's  education, 
it  IB  always  very  pleasant  to  get  into  ^osejbrms  that  are  not 
yet  introduced  into  any  school. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  sub-aerial  formation  which  I 
at  this  time  detected  struck  me  as  curious.  On  approadiing, 
am<Hig  the  sand-hills,  an  open  level  space,  covered  thickly 
over  with  wateivroUed  pebbles  and  gravel,  I  was  surprised  to 
see  that,  dry  and  hot  as  the  day  was  elsewhere,  the  little  open 
space  seemed  to  have  been  subjected  to  a  weighty  dew  or  smart 
shower.  The  pebbles  glistened  bright  in  the  sun,  and  bore  the 
darkoied  hue  of  recent  wet.  On  examination,  however,  I 
ftnmd  that  the  rays  were  reflected,  not  from  wetted,  but  from 
polished  snrfhoes.  The  light  grains  of  sand,  dashed  against 
iht  pebbles  by  the  winds  during  a  long  series  of  years, — grain 
after  grain  repeating  its  minute  blow,  where,  mayhap,  millions 
of  grains  had  struck  before, — ^had  at  length  given  a  resinous- 
lookmg,  uneven  polii^  to  all  their  exposed  portions,  while  the 
potticns  covered  up  retained  the  dull  unglossy  coat  g^ven  them 
of  old  by  the  agencies  of  friction  and  water.  I  have  not 
heaid  the  peculiarity  described  as  a  characteristic  of  the  are- 
naeeous  deserts;  but  though  it  seems  to  have  escaped  no- 
tiee,  it  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  found  to  obtain  wherever  there 
are  sands  for  the  winds  to  waft  along,  and  hard  pebbles  against 
"Whkik  the  grains  may  be  propelled.  In  examining,  many 
yews  after,  a  few  specimens  of  silicefied  wood  brought  from 
tke  Egyptian  desert,  I  at  once  recognized  on  their  flinty  sur- 
ithere8inoQ»like^ossofd]epebble8ofCnlbin;  nor  can 


I  doubt  tiial;^  if  geology  hna  its  rab-aeml  fi>nnaili<ma  of  ooihoI- 
idated  sand,  they  will  be  found  charaoterised  by  their  poliahfd 
pebbles.    I  marked  several  other  peouliarkiea  of  the  fbfma- 
tion.  In  fiome  of  the  abrupter  seotaoos  laid  open  by  the  windfl^ 
tufts  of  the  bent-grass  {Arundo  ar«narui,--«<K>iDmoii  h^e,  as 
in  all  sandy  wastes)  that  had  been  buried  up  where  they 
grew,  might  be  distinctly  traced,  each  upri^^t  in  itself,  b«t 
rising  tufl  above  tuft  in  Uie  ste^  angle  of  the  hillock  whioh 
they  had  originally  covered.    And  though,  firom  their  dariiL 
color,  relieved  against  the  lighter  hue  of  the  sand,  they  remind- 
ed me  of  the  carbonaceous  markii^  of  sandstones  of  the  Coal 
Measures,  I  recognised  at  least  iheir  arrangemeni  as  UBique^ 
It  seems  to  be  such  an  arrangement, — sloping  in  the  genend 
line,  but  upright  in  each  of  the  tufts, — as  could  take  plaoe  in 
only  a  sub-aerial  formation.  I  observed  further,  that  in  frttqtieBi 
instances  there  occurred  on  the  surface  of  the  sand,  around  de* 
cay  ing  tufts  of  the  bent^ass,  deeply-maxked  aircks,  as  if drawm 
by  a  pair  of  compasses,  or  a  trainer, — effects,  appareBtly,of  eddy 
winds  whirling  round,  as  on  a  pivot,  the  decayed  plants;  and 
yet  further,  that  footprints,  espedaUy  those  of  rabbits  and  biid^ 
were  not  unfreqitent  in  the  waste.    And  as  lines  of  stratifiealioiL 
were,  I  found,  distinctly  preserved  in  the  fcnrmatioii,  I  deemed  it 
not  improbable  that,  in  cases  in  whieh  high  winds  had  ^maeo, 
immediately  after  tracts  of  wet  weather,  and  covered  with  sand^ 
rapidly  dried  on  the  heights,  the  damp  beds  ift  the  hollows, 
both  liie  circular  markings  and  the  footprints  might  i^Moaia 
fixed  in  the  strata,  to  tell  of  their  origin.    I  found  in  several 
places,  in  chasms  scooped  out  by  a  recent  gale,  pieoeeof  ik» 
ancient  soil  laid  bare,  which  had  been  covered  up  by  the  sand 
flood  nearly  two  centuries  before.    In  one  of  the  openings 
the  marks  of  the  axieient  furrows  were  still  disoevnible;  inaik* 
other,  the  thin  stratum  of  ferruginous  soil  had  apparently  never 
been  brought  under  the  plough ;  and  I  found  it  chsii|;ed  with 
roots  of  the  common  brake  {Fteris  aqMitia)^  in  a  perfect 
state  of  keeping,  but  black  and  brittle  as  ooaL    Beneadi  tUs 
layer  of  soil  lay  a  thin  deposit  of  the  stratified  gravel  of  what 
is  now  known  as  the  la^w  glacial  period,— *theageof  oMtvaad 
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ttoraineft;  and  beneath  aO — to  lie  imdaiymg  Old  Red  Sand- 
stone of  the  district  is  not  eaq^oaed  aittid  the  level  wastes  of 
Cnlbm — rested  the  boulder  olaj,  the  memorial  <^  a  time  of 
anbmei^iioe,  when  Scollaiid  sat  low  in  the  sea  as  a  wintrj 
archipelago  of  islands,  brushed  by  frequent  ieebei^  and  whea 
Sttb^arctic  molhises  liTed  in  her  sounds  and  bays.  A  seetion 
0f  a  ihw  feet  in  Tertieal  extent  presented  me  with  four  distniek 
periods.  Here  was,  first,  the  period  of  the  sand-flood,  repre- 
sented by  the  bar  of  pale  sand ;  then,  seecmdly,  the  period  of 
enltaration  and  human  occupancy,  represented  by  €bB  dsA 
ploughffurrowed  belt  of  hardened  soil ;  thirdly,  there  was  ^ 
gravel ;  and,  fonrthiy,  the  day.  And  that  fihallow  section  ex- 
hausted the  Mstorio  ages,  and  more ;  fbr  the  double  band  of 
gravel  and  clay  belonged  palpably  to  the  geologic  ages,  ere 
man  had  appeared  on  our  planet.  Ihere  had  been  fovaxd  in  the 
locality,  only  a  lew  years  pretioas  to  this  time,  a  oonsderable 
number  of  stone  arrow-heads, — some  of  them  only  partially 
finished,  and  some  of  them  marred  m  l^e  maki^,  as  if  some 
llefecher  of  the  stone-age  had  carried  on  his  work  on  the  ^pot; 
and  all  these  memorials  of  a  time  long  anterunr  to  the  first 
b^innings  of  history  in  the  idand  were  restricted  to  the 
stratum  of  hardened  mould. 

I  carried  on  my  researches  in  this-^what  I  may  term  tha 
dirom^c^cal— direction,  in  connection  with  the  old-coast  line^ 
whidi,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  finely  developed  in  tiia 
neighboi^hood  of  Oomarty  on  both  i»des  of  the  Frith,  and 
re{n^esented  along  the  precipices  of  the  Sutors  by  its  line  of 
deep  caves,  into  winch  the  sea  never  now  entere.  And  it, 
too,  pressed  upon  me  the  &et  of  the  amariag  antiqnky  of  the 
globe.  I  found  that  the  caves  hoDowed  by  the  ssr£,  when 
the  sea  had  stood  fix>m  fifteen  to  five-and^wenty  feet  above  its 
present  level,  or,  as  I  should  peiiiaps  rather  say,  when  the 
land  had  stood  that  much  lower,  were  deeper,  on  the  average,  by 
about  one4hird,  than  those  caves  of  the  pres^it  coast-line  that 
are  still  in  the  eourse  o£  being  hollowed  by  the  waves.  And 
yet  the  waves  have  been  breaking  against  tiie  present  ooast^ 
litte  doTB^g  iifte  whole  of  the  histcmo  peiML    Tkd- 


il  €£AmmAmm,  ^vUdb  slveldied  between  the  Friths  of  Forth 
and  Q^pde,  was  built  at  ita  terminatioiia  with  re&renoe  to  the 
ems^mg  levels ;  and  «re  Geesar  landed  in  Bntain,  St.  Michael'a 
MonBit  was  oonnected  with  the  mainland,  as  now,  by  a  narrow 
■0dc  of  beedi  laid  bare  by  the  ebb,  aeross  which,  according 
te  Diodorus  Siouhis,  the  Conush  miners  used  to  drive,  at  low 
waiter,  their  carts  ladai  with  tin.  If  the  sea  has  stood  for 
two  thousand  «x  hundred  years  against  the  present  coast-line, 
-H-aad  no  geoic^ist  would  fix  his  estimate  of  the  t^m  lo  wer,-~ 
tfaeti  ranst  it  hanre  stood  against  ike  old  Ime^  ere  it  could 
lisve  ezcamled  caves  one^third  deeper  than  the  modem  onesy 
tkree  thousand  nine  hundred  years.  And  both  sums  united 
more  than  exhaust  the  Hdinre w  chronology.  Yet  what  a  mere 
begiraiing  of  geologic  history  does  not  the  epoch  of  the  old* 
cooal  line  form !  It  is  but  a  starting  point  from  the  recent  pe* 
nod.  Not  a  single  shell  seems  to  have  become  extinct  during 
the  last  six  thousaad  yeara  The  organisms  which  I  firand 
de^y  imbedded  in  the  soil  beneath  the  old-coast  line  were 
exaetiy  those  wfaiefa  still  live  in  our  seaa ;  and  I  have  been  since 
told  by  Mr.  Smith  of  JordanhlM,  one  of  our  highest  authorities 
en  the  subject^  that  he  detected  only  three  shells  of  the  period 
with  which  he  was  not  familiar  as  existitig  fbrma,  and  that  he 
aoibsequentiy  met  with  fdl  three,  in  his  dredging  eaEpeditions, 
stlU  alive.  The  sixjthousand  years  of  human  hi^ory  finrm  but 
a  portion  of  the  geolo^o  day  that  is  passing  ovw  us : ,  they  do 
not  extend  into  the  yesterday  of  the  globe,  &r  less  toueh  the 
mynadsi^^es  spread  out  bey^Mid.  Dr.  Chalmers  had  taught| 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  previous  to  this  time,  that 
the  Seriptures  do  not  fix  the  anti^ty  of  the  earth.  <'  If  they 
in  aaythiBg,"  he  said,  ^^  it  is  only  the  antiquity  of  the  human 
species."  Hie  Doctor,  though  not  practically  a  gecdogist  at 
the  time,  had  shrewdly  weighed  both  the  evidence  adduced 
and  the  sei^itific  diaracter  of  the  men  who  adduced  it,  and 
arrived  at  a  conclusion,  in  ccxisequence,  wiudi  may  now  be 
ta&ly  regarded  as  the  final  one.  I,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
knew  a»^pAratt  vely  littie  about  the  standing  of  the  geolc^ists, 
sr  the  we%ht  which  ought  to  attach  to  their  tea^mony,  based 
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mj  findings  regMrding  the  TMt  antifut^  of  4k0  9$alSk  on 
actly  the  data  (m  which  they  bad  founded  thoiis;  andiChtti 
my  acquaiateoce  with  the  geologic  depoails  haa  ain 
ed,the  firmer  have  my  oonyietiiHiB  on  the  aahyaofc  beoome,  and 
the  more  prewiog  and  inevitable  hare  I  felt  tiie  eviur-gfowuii^ 
dmnaad  £>r  longer  «id  yet  longer  periods  for  ilidr  iesmatiaBL' 
Am  certainly  as  the  son  is  the  centre  of  our  system,  must  our 
earth  have  levolred  asound  it  for  mfllions  <d  yean.  Jdt 
AiHfierican  theologian,  the  airtbor  of  a  little  bodk  entillad  tiw* 
^E|»och  of  Creation,"  in  Aomg  me  the  honor  of  yefonwg  to 
my  conyietiens  on  this  subject^  states,  thati  " bntray  indiibU 
table  tokens  of  being  spellrbound  to  the  extent  of  infotnation,- 
bgr  thefdiegene  concksion  <^^'  my  ^  theory  ceneeniing'tfaBii^ 
antlqnity  of  ihe  earth,  and  the  smcession  of  anicial  andiyegef* 
table  cieatifln&"  He  adds  farther,  m  an  eloqnent  aentenee,  a 
page  and  a  half  long,  that  had  I  first  studied  and  erecBted^nniy^ 
Bible,  I  wonld  have  ^»led  to  believe  in  saeoeeiive  creiiti<»itf 
and  the  geologic  chronology.  I  trust,- however,  I  may  say  I  did 
first  atady  and  believe  my  Bible.  But  snehislhe  struotiin»  of 
the  hmnanraind,  tibat,*8ave  when  blinded  by  fMuMMCi  or  wnrped 
by  pnjudiee,  it  must  y  ieid  an  invoUmtary  consent  to  the  force 
of  evsdeno»;  and  I  can  now  no  more  refine  behevkig,  in  op-- 
peeition  to  respectable  theologians  such  s»Mr.  Granville  Penn, 
Professor  MosesStnart,  and  Mr.  ESUesar  Lord,  that  the  earth  is 
of  en  antiquity  incalculably  vast,  than  i  can  r^se  beKefviBg^ 
in  opposition  to  still  more  respeeteble  theologians,  such  as  St. 
Angmtiae,  LaetMitius,  and  Turretin,  that  it  has  antipodes,  and 
moves  pomid  tiie  sun.  And  further,  of  this,  men  such  as  ^le 
Messra  Penn,  Stuart,  and  Lord  may  rest  assured,  t^t  what  I 
believe  in  tMs  matter  now,  all  theologians,  even  the  weakest^' 
wRl  be  content  to  believe  fifirf  years  hence. 

Bcmetimes  a  chance  incident  taught  me  an  interesting  'geo- 
logical lesson.  At  the  dose  of  the  year  1830,  a  tremendous 
hurricane  fix>m  the  south  and  west,  unequalled  in  the  north  of 
Scotland,  from  at  least  the  time  of  the  gr^t  hurricane  of 
Christmas  1S06,  blew  down  in  a  single  hour  four  thousand  fbll- 
gKown  trees  on  the  HiU  of  C^romarty.    The  vast  gaps  and  ave^- 
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mam  wlikb  it  opened  in  tlie  wooi  abore  eould  be  mm  fitn 
tin  towii^  «ad  no^sooner  had  it  b^an  to  take  off  thi^  I  aet  <i«t 
ibvtbaeoaoe'ofitsnmiges.  I  had  pre^kwsly  witBeaaed,  from 
a  ahetorod  hoiloar  of  ilte  oidrcoast  line,  the  esJ^wxs4m9xy  hp^ 
pwBwaftffft-trf^e  aeo.  It  would  seem  sm  if  Ibe  TBrj  TwIeMe  af 
the  ^nond'had  loBfifc  down  the  w&ixea.  It  Imiahad  off  tiieur  tNifs 
aa  'tfaay  weraxkag,  and  eoropt  along  the  spraj  in  one  daoM 
eidkid,  vhste  aa  driyiog  Snow,  that  naov  hj^  into  the  air  aa  it 
yaadad  finom.^e  abas^  and  blotted  out  ak»ig4iie  bonaon  iikm 
loae  :b«ft«ree&  tkj  m^d  wat^.  Aa  I  iqxproaehed  the  wood,  I 
laet  tvo  poor  litiLe  giria  of  ieom  eight  to  ten  yeaaeay  oooBuig 
niDntQg  and  crpi^  .along  the  voad  in  a  paroxysm  of  oonater- 
Haitian.;  but,  gathewng  heart  onr  seeii^  ue,  ibmj  atoed  to  taU 
that  vben  the  atorm  waa  in  ita  wovst,  thej  weze  in  >the  midafe 
ci  the  fidlkig  treea.  Setting  out  lor  the  Hill  on  .the  fixat 
rifliag  of  the  wind,  in  the  ei^etakion  of  a  lidi  harreet  of 
witharad  bcmgba,  they  had  reached  one  of  ita  moat  eapoaed 
zidgea  jnat  as  the  gide  had  attained  to  itaextreme  height,  and 
the  treaa  began  to  cra^hdovn  around  them.  Their  little  tear- 
faoatained  ooaateDanoes  atill  eontiniiedio  afaov  hair  ealreBie 
theagongFoitheirtemror  had  been.  They  jaronld  ran,  they  aaid, 
£Dff.a  &w  pa<ae6  in  one  dli^oti^m,  imtil  s<Hneiuige  pine  wonld 
ieome  xoaang  down^  aod  bloek  up  their  path.;  vhen,  tmaing 
aith  a  ahIi^1^  they  would  run,  £6r  a  few  paeea  in  anothes; 
aadith^  tenified  by  a  similar  iutexniption,  agam  strike  off 
in  a  tt^ML  At  lengthy  .a&er  paaaing  nearly  a&  hour,  in.  the  ex- 
tiiemeat  peril,  fud  in  at  lea«itail  the  fear  which  tfaej(»rQum- 
ntawpea  justified,  Ijhey  auooeeded  in  makiDg  their  iray.  uxdiurt  jto 
theoater  skirts  of  the  wood.  Bewid&.wouldbare&undinjttie 
ineidfa^  the  aulajeet  of  a  vignette  that  wfi«Id,ha;^e  toUL  itaown 
atery.  In  getting  into  the  iihick  of  tbe^tre^  I  was  struok  by 
li)^.eztl;aordinary  character  of  the  scene  .presmt^.  In^Qm^ 
pleqeia,  greatly  more  than  half  their  number  l«or  stretched  upon 
the^ground.  On  the  jnor^  exposed  promin^ces  of  the  Hill, 
aoaroeatree  waa  left  standiugibr  acres  together :  th^y  CQyered 
thftslofNesytre^atcetohedoyer  tree,  JikQ  tiles  ona  roof^^Uiherf 
and.thfii»  sonxe  jahatter^d  trunk  wha«e  tQp  had.b^an  J^lpvxd  oft 
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aftd  cmied  hj  ti^  hstthome  some  fiftem  or  im&atyjwmkii 
snaj,  kaalBg  in  aad  niia  ov w  its  &lkii  ^omiades.  Wbak, 
lioweT6r«  fomed  tbe  moflt  rtviking,  beesase  leB»expBetod,p«te 
«f  thefloeiieytreie  the  tall  wails  <^  terf  tint  stood  i^  ewy- 
whtt»  among  the  &lien  te«ea^  Uke  the  ruma  -of  ^JHmaittlrf  eot- 
tafM.  XhegtaaitbgiiaiaaoftlieHmiseoveieibyathi^ 
]Kiait  ^tib  led  boiddffr  elay  of  «Jio  cBstnct,  «dL  tliafib^,  io 
by  a  iUn  la^'^ar  of  Te^etable  mould,  krfbrleoed  in  ereiy  diz^^ 
by  tba  trae  zool%  irluch^  aneated  in  tbsir.d(y«nwasd  pnogMB 
bytbaBtiffday,apaTaitrietad  totiMi^jperli^er.  Aadyeate 
wbara  heea aod  tberel  £)imd  aoma  tree  aaapped aeroat  in iIk 
audit,  Of  divaatad  of  Ua  tc^  all  the  othraa  had  yielded  M.ti» 
Ime  batwaan  the  boulder  oky  and  the  bwI,  and  bad  toaoi  up^ 
aa  tbey  fell,  vaat  walls  of  tba  felted  tor^  £rom  fiftaani  to  twentf 
fcet  ia  kogth,  by  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  bdi^k  Ihen 
wesa  quite  enough  of  these  waUa  standing  up  aimcpg  the  pros- 
trate treea^  to  haTe  &rmed  aaooareoCiheeaateaQSidtaB^a  niiaad 
fillayo ;  and  th^  impartedto  the  awne  one  of  itaatxasgeat 
jbaturea*  IhaTementionadiaaireBrly  chi^iter  tbat  tbeHIH 
bad  ita danae  Aiaketa,  wbich,£rom  the  gkxaa  that  tneoded  in 
their  receeaea  fffwx  at  mid-day^  were  known  to  the  boyaof  the 
Baighboiiag  town  as  the  ^dongeoBs."  Th^had  now  ftrad, 
boweyer,  in  this  terrible  overturn,  like  dimgeona  ebatwbaae  in 
tSmeaofravoiotion,  and  were  all  aw^away ;  and  pike  of  pios- 
trata^toaaa**-4n  acwae  iaBtaaoea  ten  or  twdve  m  a  aingla  heap 
— ^marked  where  they  had  stood.  In-aevecai  looalittaa,  wb»e 
they  &U  over  swampy  hollows,  or  wbare  deq^^seated  springB 
aamegwihttig  to  ike  li^ht,  I  found  the  water  partially  dammed 
1^^  and  saw  that,  were  thay  to  be  left  to  aumb^  thegDoandaa 
thadebriaofforeetedeBfaoyedbyhumoaneaiHibecariieragaBaf 
Soottiahbiatory  would  eertainly  have  beeot  left,  the  deep  shade 
and  the  moiiM»re  oould  not  have  foiled  to  indaoem  total  efaaaga 
in  the  vegetation.  I  masked^too,  thefiillBn  tceeaaU  lyiagona 
f^ay,  in  tba  direc^on  of  the  wind ;  and  die  thou^^  at  once 
atrudL  me,  that  in  tfaia  recent  aeene  <^  devastation  I  bad  tba  «ii* 
gin  of  fiiU  tme  half  of  our  Soottiah  I 
of  the  mosaaa  of  the  aonth  date^ram  the  tiaMa^f  i 
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THbiw  lleirlovcrtieMof  traakbeirtiMmaikofdieBo- 
BBtto  axe,  and,  in  tome  mstoDcea,  (Jm  lonftly  wasted  axe  Heelf 
— a  narrow^  olrfeiig^  Um^  aomewliat  reeemMhig  that  of  tbe 
AmerieMi>backwoodaniaii— has  been  finmd  atioking  kHlie  bar- 
iedilmn{K  flomeof  our  other  mooaea  are  of  atill  more  mod* 
enLorigiB:  there  anal  Scottidt  moeoeo  that  aeem  to  have  been 
fiMaoMd  istoi  Robert  the  Bruoe  felled  the  wooda  aoMl  waeted 
the  eouatiy  <^  John  of  Loni.  But  of  the  otbera^  not  a  ftw 
fasve  pilpaUy  o>wed  their  origin  to  violent  faurrieanes^  each  as 
the  one  which  on  tlua  occasion  ravaged  the  HUl  of  QK>niarey. 
The  trees  whieh  form  their  lower  stratum  are  broken  aoroes, 
<ar  torn  up  by  theroote^  and  (ken  irunk$  aUUsone  wdy.  Mudi 
cC  the  interest  of  a  seienoe  sui^  as  geology  must  eonsist  in  the 
ahili^  of  making  dead  deposits  represent  living  scenes;  and 
£rom  this  hurricane  I  was  enabled  to  conoeive,  pictorially,  if 
I  may  so  expreM  mysd^of  the  origin  of  those  compamtively 
veesnt  depositB  of  Seotkmd  whi<^  formed  almost  exdasively 
of  vegetable  matter,  contain,  with  rude  works  of  art,  and  oo- 
oasional  rMoains  of  the  early  human  inhabitants  of  Ute  coun- 
try, fllMletons  of  the  wol^  the  bear,  and  the  beaver,  with  horns 
of  the  das  primifeniHs  and  ba$  longifrims^  and  of  a  gigantic 
vanaty  of  red  deer,  unequalled  in  size  by  animals  of  the  same 
speoiea  in  these  later  ages. 

Oocasionally  I  was  enabled  to  vivify  in  t^s  way  e¥en  the 
aneient  deposits  of  the  Lias,  with  their  vast  abundaiice  of 
eqahalopodcan  mollaBoa,**^belemMtes,  ammonites^  and  naatili, 
ICy  firiend  of  the  Ga^e  had  beoome  parish  sehodmaster  of 
Nigg;  and  his  hoflpitable  dwelling  Aumi^ed  me  with  an  ex* 
eaUantosntre  for  exploring  the  geology  of  the  pariah,  eSpedai* 
ly  jto  Liasie  dqwsits  ait  Shandwick,  with  their  huge  gryphbkes 
imd  thdr  numerous  bdemnites,  of  at  least  two  species,  com* 
panatively  rare  at  EatMe, — the  bekmniie  abremahu  and  h^ 
iemniie  iUmgmhu.  I  had  learned  that  these  curioos  riielk 
oMo  formed  part  of  the  internal  framework  of  a  mollusc  mote 
asariy  akia  to  the  eutde^shes  of  the  present  day  than  aughl 
alas  that  bow  exiata;  and  the  euttle^ishes-^not  rare  in  at  least 
imb^ni  thdrapasMH  {lidi^^  nulgme)  m  the  Frith  of  Cromarty 
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-*-f  eMikiveed  wetj  opporikmity  of  exmacAsitog.  I  lisve  «en 
from  eighteen  to  twentT'  indKlvidiials  of  this  tfeAem  «ndoaed  si- 
ODoe  in  the  inner  duttnber  ctf  oiib  of  our  salnicn  irearB.  The 
gfenter  number  of  tibwe  ciuNds  i  iurre  otdrnftvity  fouM^  deid^ 
slid  tln^  With  Tsrione  ehedeB  of  greets  Mvo,  end  jeilov,**- 
for  it  iv  oiie  of  Uie  ehirabtttisties  df  the  cfestnre  to  asflamB, 
when  paMing  into  e  state  of  deem&podtiiMi,  a  anoeottion  of 
briliiint  oolote;  but  I  Ittye  eeen  ftom  tix  to  a^  indiPfidade 
of  their  number  etiU  alive  in  a  ^ttlo  pool  beside  Ae  nets,  mA 
atiU  retaining  their  original  pink  tmt/fredktedwitir  red.  And 
thme,  I  ha^re  obserred,  as  mj  shadow  &&  across  ibmv  fitlie 
pateh  of  water,  dartmg  firom  4ncte  to  side  ih  pame  terror  wMn 
1^  narrow  ooilfines,  emitting  ink  at  altnoet  oTory  dart,  mitfl 
the  mhfckb  pool  had  become  a  deep  solution  of  sepia.  Some 
of  m  J  most  interesting  reeoUections  of  the  ontcle^sl^  are  as- 
sedated,  however,  with  the  (Mtptnre  and  dissection  of  n  single 
specimen.  The  creatare,  in  swimming,  dattsthroogh  the  ^Mter 
milch  in  1^  manner  that  a  boy  ahdes  doWn  an  ioo^msted 
decdlviirf,  &et  foremost ; — the  lower  or  nether  esittMiifiieo  go 
first,  and  4he  head  behind ;  it  IblloWa  its  tlil,  inateaci  cf  be^ 
ing leflowed  hy  it;  and  tiiis  cnrions  peenBiBnty  in  ite  mode 
of  progrMiion,  though,  of  course,  on  the  whole^  the  moiio 
best  adapted  to  its  confermalicm  and  iliistlhets^  sometiBaea 
proves  ihtal  to  it  in  cahn  weather,  when  not  a  ri]^^  breidn 
upon  the  pebbles,  to  warn  that  the  shore  k  near.  An  eaemf 
appears;  the  ereiituTe  ejects  its  dood  of  ink,  ltt»  a  sharp- 
shooter  diM^iaiigmg his  tide  ^«  he  retreats^  «id  then,  dnrtkig 
away,  tidl  i>temost^  under  cover  of  the  doud,  it  gronnds  it- 
self Itfg^  upon  the  beach,  and  perishee  there.  1  was  walidi^, 
one  veary  cftlm  daj,  along  l&e  Oromartf  dfore^  a  Mttfo  to  the 
west  of  tile  floWn,  when  1  heard  a  pOci^MT  ao(^i^--*4i  jgwsM, 
if  I  may  mnplojr  aneh  a  word,  and  silw  that  a  large  Migo^ 
fnBy  a  Ibot  i^d  a  half  in  length,  had  tfatown  kaelf  hi^  and 
dfx  tipon  the  beiinh.  1  kid  hold  of  it  by  its  dttath  or  aaok;. 
and  the  loMgo^  ki  tarn,  laid  hold  of  the  pebbles^  i^^patfcntlj  to 
render  itt  Abduction  as  difiieidt  as  posdbie^  jnal  as  I  hare 
[  a  boy,  when  hooie  off  againaft  Ida  will  by  »i 
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linself,giiaspiiigtett9door^poet8aDdftniit^  Hie  |(d[>bles- 
ivem  liftni  snd  nn^otib^but  lihe  creatine  raned  them  reiy  readi-^ 
ly  with  tte  mckesn,  I  nibjeoted  one  of  my  hands  to  itii  gnsp^ 
and  it  wised  iwt  hold ;  but  though  the  aookers  were  stSl  em- 
ployady  h  idade  nae  of  tiwm  on  a  different  priaciple.  Around 
tbe  weolar  rim  of  each  th«-e  is  a  frmge  of  minute  ihofrns, 
hooked  somewhat  ISce  those  of  the  wild  rose.  In  cHngmg  to 
the  hard  poiished  pebMes,  these  were  overlapped  hj  a  fleshy 
nMnbMDe,  modi  in  the  manner  lliat  the  ectshicms  of  a  oat's 
paw'  oT^riap  its  daws  when  the  animal  is  in  a  state  <^  trao* 
qniiiiCy ;  and  by  means  of  the  projeoting  membrwe,  the  1h^ 
low  interior  was  rendered  air-tight,  and  the  Tftciram  comply 
ed :  butin  dealing  with  the  hand — a  soft  substance— the  thorns 
wieielaid  bare,  fike  the  claws  of  the  cat  when  stretched  <iut  in 
ao^er,  a»l  at  least  a  thousand  minute  prickles  were  fixed  in 
the  skin  at  <moa  They  failed  to  penetrate  it,  for  they  Were 
siMirt,  and  individually  not  strong ;  but,  acting  together  by 
inmdreds,  they  took  at  least  a  very  firm  hold. 

What  follows  may  be  deemed  barbarous ;  but  the  men  who 
gfQp  down  at  a  sitting  half  a-faundred  live  oysters  to  gratify 
their  taste,  may  sia'ely  forgive  me  the  destruction  of  a  single 
moUnsc  to  gralafy  my  curiosity  !  I  cut  open  the  sack  of  the 
oreafenre  with  a  diarp  penknife,  and  laid  bare  the  viscera*. 
What  a  sight  for  Harvey,  when  prosecuting,  in  the  earlier 
stages,  his  grand  discovery  of  the  circulation !  There^  in  the 
oeatre,  was  the  yellow  musealar  heart,  propelling  into  the  tran* 
sparenty  tabular  arteries,  the  ^tfZftivr  blood.  Beat — ^beal>^beat: 
— *I  eookl  see  the  whole  as  in  a  glass  model ;  and  all  I  la(^:ed 
were  powers  of  vincm  nice  enough  to  enable  me  to  detect  the 
flnid  pasBiitg  throngfa  the  minmter  arterial  branches,  and  then 
retnnung  )^  the  veins  to  the  iwo  other  hearts  of  the  creature ; 
for,  strange  to  say,  it  is  fanodi^ed  with  tiiree.  There  in  the 
midst  i  saw  the  ydlow  heart,  and,  lymg  altogether  detached 
&am  it,  two  otiier  deep-oolored  hearts  at  the  sides.  I  cot 
a  Hide  dntspot.  Then  was  the  giazard-fike  stomaoh,  filled 
witjt  iragaseiM  of  minute  mussel  and  crab  shells ;  and  ihen^ 
insetted  in  Hie  spongy,  eonieaiy  yeBxywiak^soIered  Iiverf-aEnd 
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somewhat  resemblfng  in  farm  a  Florenoe  flieik,  was  tfie  iaUNig 
distended,  widi  its  deep  darit  mp^ — the  identieal  pifpoMnt  bM 
under  that  name  ih  <mr  edbr^diops,  and  so  ealeiiaiytiy  vsed 
in  landscape  drawing  bj  the  limner.  1  tiien  dilwoelad  aad  kM 
open  tVe  circnlsr  6r  nng-like  brain  tibt  fsarrodnds  Ifce  ena- 
tttre*8  pam>t-like  beak,  as  if  its  ^htMf^  part  bad  n»  otta* 
vocation  than  simplj  to  take  eare  of  the  moatli  a&d  its  perti- 
nents,— almost  Ibe  sole  employment,  bowerer,  of  not  a  fern 
brains  of  a  oonsideTably  bigber  order.  1  next  laid  «pen  tke 
bnge  eyes.  They  were  cnrions  bTgans,  more  simple  in  iJbair 
structure  than  tbose  of  the  troe  fishesi,  but  admirably  mdmpbedj 
I  doubt  not^  fbr  the  purpose  of  seeing.  A  camera  ofasenni  may 
be  described  as  consisting  of  two  parts, — a  lens  in  front  and 
a  diurkened  chamber  behind ;  but  in  tbe  eyes  of  firiiea,  as  in 
thel)rate  and  human  eye,  we  find  a  third  part  added  :  tiiers 
is  a  lens  in  the  middle,  a  darkened  chamber  b^nnd,  and  a 
lighted  diamber,  or  rather  vestibule^  in  front.  Now,  this 
lighted  vestibule — the  cornea — ^is  wanth^  in  the  eye  of  ^ 
cuttle-fish.  Hie  lens  is  placed  in  front,  and  the  darkened 
chamber  behind.  Hie  construction  oi  the  oigan  is  tint  ci  a 
conmion  camera  obscura.  I  found  something  worthy  «f  re- 
mark, too,  in  Ihe  peculiar  style  in  whidi  the  chamber,  is  dark- 
ened. In  the  higher  animids  it  may  be  desoribed  as  *  cham- 
ber hung  witli  black  velvet, — tbe  pipnmUmn  mgrwm  whidi 
covers  it  is  of  the  deepest  blade ;  bat  in  lite  entde-fiah  it  is  a 
diamber  hung  witib  vdvet,  nd  ^  a  blade,  host  of  a  dark  pfor- 
pde  hue, — die  piffmentum  niffram  is  of  a  pnfl|>liflh  red  e^or. 
There  is  something  interesting  in  mwlong  tins  first  departure 
from  an  invariable  condition  of  eyesof  the  inore  perfee*  slmc- 
ture,  and  in  then  tracu^  Uie  peeoliaaity  downwards  throogh 
slmost  every  sAiade  of  color,  to  the  emerald4ik«  cye^spacka  of 
the  pecten,  and  the  still  more  rudimentary  red  eyeqaeeka  oi 
the  star-fish.  After  examining  the  eyas,  I  neit  lald.epeOy  in 
all  its  lengdi,  from  the  nedc  to^»p<H^of  theaaok,  the  doisal 
bone  of  the  creature, — its  internal  shdl,  I  should  nather  aay, 
fbr  bonte  it  has  none.  Hie  form  of  tiie  diell.in  this  speeiea  is 
that  of  a  feal^r,  equally  dovekped  in  the  web  on  both  aidea. 
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H  giires  ingidity  to  the  body,  and  ftmislMs  the  musdes  with 
ttr  fiilcBnm ;  flad  w^  find  it  opmpoaed,  like  all  other  ihsUs,  of  a 
iBixt«re  of  atumal  mattttr  and  carbonate  of  lime.  Such  was 
iskb  lioson  taught  me  m  a  siiigle  walk ;  and  I  have  recorded  it 
aftsomelengtk  The aubject of  it>  the  loligo,  has  been  described 
hf  some  of  our  most  distiaguidied  naturalists^  such  as  Kirbj 
in  his  Bridgewatw  Treatise,  as  ^^one  of  the  most  wonderful 
works  of  tiie  Creator ;"  and  the  reader  will  perhaps  remember 
how  fraught  with  importance  to  natural  science  an  incident 
similar  to  the  one  related  proved  in  the  life  of  the  youthful 
Omer,  It  was  when  passing  his  twenty-second  year  on  the  sea- 
ooast,  near  FiquainviUe,  that  this  greatest  of  modem  naturalists 
was  led,  by  finding  a  outtle^h  stranded  on  the  beach,  whicJi 
he  afterwaids  dissected,  to  study  the  anatomy  and  character  of 
^kb  m(^ttsoa.  To  me,  however,  the  lesson  served  merely  to 
vivify  the  dead  deposits  of  the  Oolitic  system,  as  represented 
by  the  Lias  of  Cromarty  and  Ross.  The  middle  and  later  ages 
of  the  great  secondary  division  were  peculiarly  ages  of  the  Ce- 
phalopodous  m<dluscs :  their  belemnites,  ammonites,  nautili, 
baculites,  hamites,  turrilites,  and  scaphites,  belonged  to  the 
gneat  natural  class— singularly  rich  in  its  extinct  orders  and 
genera,  though  comparatively  poor  in  its  existing  ones — which 
we  find  represented  by  the  cuttle^di ;  and  when  engaged  in 
dinnterring  tiie  remM&s  of  the  earlier-bom  members  of  the 
ftmily-*-ammociites,  belemnites,  and  nautili — from  amid  the 
duides  of  Eatibie  or  the  mud  stones  of  Shandwick,  the  incident 
of  the  loligo  has  enabled  me  to  conceive  of  them,  not  as  mere 
dead  remains,  but  as  the  living  inhabitants  of  primeval  seas^ 
stirred  by  the  diunud  tides,  and  lighted  up  by  the  sun. 

Wlien  pursoing  my  researdies  amid  the  d^KMsitB  of  the  Lias, 
I  was  condueted  to  an  interesting  discovery.  There  are  two 
great  systems  of  hills  in  the  nor^  of  Scotland, — an  older  and 
a  iiewer,-^faat  bisect  each  other  like  the  furrows  of  a  field  that 
had  first  been  ploughed  across  and  then  diagonally.  The  dia- 
gonal ftirrows,  as  the  last  drawn^  are  still  very  entire.  The  great 
Osledonian  Valley,  open  from  sea  to  sea,  is  the  most  remark- 
able of  these ;  but  the  pamlld  valine  of  the  Nairn,  of  the 
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are  the  mouDtain  ridges  irhkh  aepamte  Hbtm  kss  defiattely 
naged  m  oontianoiis  Unet.    Tke  ridgBB  and  fmsows  of  the 
eerikr  plou^iBg  are,  oa  the  oontniT^  as  might  be  ntio^ 
brrtsen  aad  interrapted:  the  effiK»iig  plough  has  pewiod  oter 
them;  and  jet  there  aM  certain  loeaiUiea  in  which  ire  find  the 
ftignieattaof  daaeerlier  aystem  euflieieBtly  entire  to  form  dne 
of  the  main  feetures  of  the  laodacape.    hi  paaaiBg  thnran^ 
the  upper  reaohea  of  the  Morej  Fntii,  and  aloog  tiie  Galedo- 
man  VaUej,  the  oroas  Airrows  may  be  seen  bxeDcfaing  (^to  the 
wea^  and  existing  aa  dw  TsU^e  <^  Lodi  Fleets  c^  the  DofDoch 
Frith,  of  the  Frith  of  Cromarty,  of  the  Bay  of  Munloehy,  of 
the  Frith  of  Beanly,  and,  as  we  enter  ihe  Hig^ilands  proper,  as 
Glen  Urqnhart,  GUia  Morrison,  Glen  Garry,  Looh  Arliaig,  and 
Looh  £iL    The  diag(»al  system, — represented  by  die  great- 
valley  itself^  and  known  as  the  system  of  Ben  Neris  and  the 
Ord  of  Caithness  in  our  own  country,  and,  aoeording  to  De 
Beaumont,  as  that  of  Mount  Pilate  and  Cot^  d'Or  on  the  Gsn- 
tinenty— -was  upheaved  after  die  dose  of  the  Oolitic  ages,    ft 
was  not  until  at  least  the  period  of  die  Weald  that  its^'hOlBhad 
been  formed  and  its  mountains  brought  forth;"  and  in  the  line 
of  the  Moray  Frith  the  Lias  and  Oolite  lie  updlted,  at  steep 
angles,  against  the  sides  of  its  long  ranges  of  precipice.    It  is 
not  so  easy  determining  the  age  of  the  older  system.  Noior- 
nation  occurs  in  the  North  of  Soodand  between  the  lias  and 
the  Old  Bed  Sandstone ;  the  vast  Carboniferous,  PermiBn, 
and  Triasic  deposits  are  represented  by  a  wide  gap ;  and  all 
that  can  be  said  regarding  the  older  hills  is,  that  th^  disturbed 
and  bore  up  with  tAum  the  CM  Red  Sandstone ;  but  that  as 
there  lay  at  their  basis,  at  the-dme  of  dieir  upheaval,  no  more 
modan  rook  to  be  disturbed,  it  seems  imposmble  de&iitely  to 
fixthehrera.  Neither  does  there  ajyear  among  their  estuaries 
or  vaUeys  any  trace  of  the  Oolitio  deposits.    Exisdng,  in  all 
probability,  during  evea  die  times  of  the  Lias,  as  ^  snh> 
aerial  framework  of  Oolidc  Scotland,*^-«8  die  f^ramework  on 
which  the  Oolidc  y^ietables  grew,-^nodeposit  c^the  eyatani 
oeeJd  of  course  have  taken  place  owt  them.    I  had  not  yet> 
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liOwevca'^'ibtinbdMLT-Teif^defiiiile  ideas  regarduaf^  Ike  ftm  ^fs.. 
t^ii8;or  adncrfiaiiiei  ikafrliieybeldiifad  apparently  to  a  difSereBi 
t^iiKie;  at^fiBdifig4li& Liaa  upfaeaved  f^ainst  llie afeeeper  sMea 
of  yie  MoMk  j  Fr]1^,**HHi6  of  the  huge  fiurowa  of  the  iDore 
xnodeili  s^tem^ — I  repeatedly  sought  to  find  it  upUlted  alao- 
againBtihe  slitHrds-of  the  (kom&tty  Frith, — one  of  the  furrowa 
of  1^6  greatly  ioMire  amdiebt  one.  I  had,  howey^  prdseeuited 
the  seordi  in  a  sonsawhat  cbeaultorj^  manBer;  and  a»  a  pause 
of  a  few*  dilf  s  took  pbice  in  my  profesHonal  labors  in  the  aii^ 
tmmi  of  1^0^  between  the  oom^^eting  of  one  peee  of  wonk 
and  the  commenc^nijent'of  another,  I  resolved  on  devoting  the 
time  to  a  thorough  survey  of  the  Oroibarty  Frith,  in  the  hope 
of  detecting  the  liaa  I  began  my  search  at  the  granitic  gneisa 
of  the  Hill,  and^  proceeding  westwards,  passed  in  aucee^ion^ 
in  the  ascending  order,  over  ^e  uptilted  beds  of  the  lower 
Old  Red  Sandstone,  from  tiie  Great  Con^omerate  biaae  of  the 
system,  tUl  I  reached  the  middle  member  of  the  deposit,  which 
consists,  in  this  locality,  of  alternate  beds  of  limestone,  sand- 
stone, and  stratified  clay^  and  which  we  find  represented  m. 
Ghiilin^sa  hf  tihe  extensively  developed  fiag-stones.  And 
then,  tfte  rode  ^^sapptoring,  I  passed  ov^r  a  pebbly  beaeb 
mot^ed  wititi  bonldeti^ ;  and  in  a  little  bay^  not  half  a  mile' 
distant  from  the  town,  I  again  found  Uie  rock  laid  bare. 

I  had  long  before  observed  that  the  rock  rose  to  the  sar&ee^ 
in  tMs  Httle  bay ;  I  had  even  employed,  when  »  boy,  pieoes 
of  its  stratified  clay  as  slate-peneil ;  but  I  had  yet  &ikd  na^ 
nntely  to  examine  it.  I  ^as  now,  howev^,  struck  by  its  le* 
semblance,  in  all  save  odoi*^  to  the  lias.  The  strata  lay  aft 
a  low  angle :  they  were  eoitiposed  of  an  argillaceous  shale^ 
and  abounded  in  limestone  nodules;  and,  save  that  both 
shale  and  nodules  b<»re,  instead  of  tb»  deep  liasio  gray,  aat 
olivaceous  tint ;  I  might  have  almost  supposed  I  had  ftU^ 
on  a  continuation  of  some  of  the  Eadiie  beds.  I  laid  open 
a  nodule  with  a  blow  of  the  hammer,  and  my  heart  leaped 
up  when  I  saw  that  it  enclosed  an  organism.  A  dark,  ill  do* 
^aed,  bituminotts  mass  occupied  the  centre ;  but  I  could  die* 
tii^n^  ^'"^^  seemed  to  be  spines  and  small  ichtbyio  biOMa 
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jftoj&t^^tDg  hom  its  edges ;  and  wlieii  I  Mi1)|ectod  tlieza  to  the 
Bcrotin J  of  the  glass,  milflce  those  mere  ehanee  leeemblanoes 
iirfaich  sometimes  deoeiye  fc^  a  moment  the  eye,  the  more  dis- 
tinct and  unequiYOoal  did  thm  fonns  beoome.    I  laid  op^i  a 
second  nodule.    It  contained  a  group  of  glittering  rhomboidal 
scales,  with  a  fev  cerebral  plates,  and  a  jav  bristling  with 
teeth.    A  third  nodnle  also  supplied  its  oi^anism,  in  a  well- 
d^ned  ichthyolite,  covered  with  minute,  finely-striated  scales, 
and  fhmidied  with  a  sharp  spine  in  the  anterior  edge  of  every 
&L    I  eagerly  wrought  on,  and  diBintexred,  in  the  course  of  a 
ringle  tide,  specimens  enou^  to  oover  a  museum  table ;  and 
it  was  with  intense  delight  that,  as  the  ripple  of  the  advandng 
tide  was  rising  against  the  pebbles,  and  covering  up  the  ich- 
thyolitic  beds,  I  carried  them  to  the  higher  slopes  of  the  beach, 
and,  seated  on  a  boulder,  began  carefully  to  eauunine  them  in 
detail,  with  a  common  botanist's  microscope*  But  not  a  plate, 
spine,  or  scale  could  I  detect  among  their  organisms,  identical 
with  the  idithyie  remains  of  the  Lias.    I  had  got  amid  the 
remains  of  an  entirely  different  and  incalculably  more  andent 
oreation.    My  new-found  oiganisma  represented,  not  the  firsts 
hoA  merely  the  second  age  of  vertebrate  existence  on  our 
j^anet ;  bat  as  the  remiuns  of  the  earlier  age  exist  as  the  mere 
detached  teeth  and  sfunes  of  plaooids,  which,  though  they  give 
Mk  evidence  of  the  ^xisUnce  of  the  fishes  to  which  they  be- 
kng,  throw  scarce  any  light  on  their  structure,  it  is  fix>m  the 
gSBiHds  of  the  second  age  that  the  paleontologist  can  with 
eartainty  know  under  what  peculiarities  of  form,  and  associ- 
ated with  varieties  of  mechanism,  vertebral  life  existed  in  the 
earlier  ages  of  the  world.     In  mj  new-found  depc^t, — to 
whidi  I  SDOB  added,  however,  within  the  limits  of  the  parish, 
aome  -six  or  eight  deposits  more,  all  charged  with  the  same 
ishthyic  vemaios, — ^I  found  I  had  work  enough  before  me  for 
the  patiant  studyof  years. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


**  Tbey  lay  aside  tbeir  private  cares, 
To  mend  the  Ktrk  and  Slate  afliirs ; 
Ikey*ll  talk  o'  patronage  and  pritati^ 

Wi'  Icindling  fury  in  their  breasts  ; 
Or  tell  what  new  taxation 's  comin*, 
An' feilie  at  the  folk  in /.on'ra." 

Bnira. 

Wk  had,  as  I  have  atread  j  stated,  no  Dissenters  in  tiie  paridi 
cf  Cromarty.  What  were  known  as  the  Haidane's  People  had 
tried  to  effect  a  lodgment  among  us  in  tlie  town,  but  without 
suoeess :  in  the  course  of  severai  years  they  failed  to  aoqnira 
more  than  six  or  eight  members ;  and  these  were  not  of  die 
more  solid  people,  but  marked  as  an  ecoentrio  dass,  fond  of 
argument,  and  possessed  by  a  rage  for  the  nor^l  and  the  ex<» 
treme.  The  leading  teachers  of  the  party  were  a  retired  Eng^ 
lish  merchant  and  an  ex-blacksmith,  who,  quittii^  the  forge 
in  middle  life,  had  pursued  the  ordinary  studies  to  no  rety 
great  efiect,  and  become  a  preacher.  And  both  were,  I  beliere, 
good  men,  but  by  no  means  prudent  missionaries.  l%ey  said 
very  strong  things  against  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  a  place 
where  the  Church  of  Scotland  was  much  respected ;  and  it 
was  observed,  that  while  they  did  not  do  a  great  deal  to  con- 
vert tiie  irreligious  to  Christianity,  they  were  exceedingly 
zealous  in  their  endeavors  to  make  the  religious  Baptists. 
Moob  to  my  annoyanoe  in  my  younger  days,  they  used  to 
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waylay  Unde  Saiidy  cm  his  Tetnni  from  tiie  Hill,  on  evemugii 
when  I  had  gone  to  get  some  lesson  from  himregaF^tiDg  au4- 
vormsy  or  nzor-fish,  or  the  sea-haie,  and  engage  him  in  lon^ 
amtzoTeraiea  about  infiint  baptism  and  Church  EstablidimentB. 
The  matters  which  they  di»»]88ed  weare  greatly  too  high  fiv 
me,  nor  was  1  by  any  meians  an  attentire  liafe^ier ;  but  I  pidced 
up  enough  to  Imow  that  Unde  Sandy,  thou^  a  man  of  dow 
speedi,  hdd  stiffly  to  the  Establishment  sdieme  of  Knox,  and 
the  defence  of  Presbyterianism ;  and  it  did  not  leqoire  any 
particularly  nice  perc^tiYe  powers  to  otb^erre  that  hotli  hk 
antagonists  and  himsdf  used  at  times  to  get  pretty  wann,  and 
to  talk  tolerably  loud, — ^louder,  at  least,  than  was  at  aU  seoes- 
sary  in  the  quiet  eyeniog  woods*  I  remember,  too,  that  in 
urging  him  to  quit  the  National  Church  for  theirs,  they  nsaally 
employed  language  borrowed  fiom  the  Revelations ;  and  that, 
calling  his  Church  Babylon^  they  bade  him  come  out  of  her,  that 
he  might  not  be  a  partaker  of  her  plagues.  Unde  Sandy  had 
seen  too  much  of  the  world,  and  read  and  heard  too  much  of 
oontroTOBy ,  to  be  out  of  measure  shodced  by  the  jdirafle ;  but 
with  a  decent  firmer  of  the  parish  the  hard  wprds  <^  the  pro- 
sdytizers  did  them  a  miscfaleC  The  retired  ]A«diaiit  had 
urg^  him  to  quit  the  Establi^unent ;  and  the  &nner  had  z#* 
plied  by  asking,  in  his  ^mplicity ,  whether  he  thou^^t  ha  ong^ 
to  leave  his  Qiurch  to  sink  in  that  way  I  '^Ye|a^"exdailnedth6 
merdiant  with  great  empiuuns ;  "  leave  her  to  sink  to  her  pla^O^ 
— ^the  lowest  hell!"  This  was  terrible:  the  decent  £urmer4)|pei»- 
ed  huge  eyes  at  hearing  what  he  deemed  a  bold  blaq^hemy« 
The  Churdi  of  which  the  Baptist  spoke  was,  in  Cromarty  at 
least,  the  Church  of  the  auted  Mr.  Hugh  Anderson,  who  gave 
up  hk  all  in  the  time  of  the  persecutio%fcHr  oonscienoe'  sake; 
it  was  the  Qiurdi  of  Mr.  Gordon,  whose  ministry  had  been  so 
signally  countenanced  during  the  period  c^the  great  revival ;  it 
was  the  Church  of  devout  Mr.  Munro,  and  of  worjl;hy  Mr.  SmUh, 
4Uid  of  many  a  godly  elder  and  God-fearing  memjjier  wIk)  had 
held  by  Qirist  the  Head ;  and  yet  here  was  it  deQpuQ()Qd,aaa 
.Church  whose  true  place  was  helL  The  firmer  turned. /awajTt 
aick  of  the  cpntroverpy ;  aivd  the  imprudent  spe^  of  thd  »- 
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tivei  meMhimt  iew  Vk^  wildfire  oret  tlie  pftrisk  ^  Sm^ly,*^ 
1M19K8  Bmoo^  ^priBoe»iMyr6  need,  in  tender  matters  and  tiok- 
Udi  times,  to  beware  what  they  say,  especially  in  those  short 
speeehes  wl^eh  fly  about  like  darts,  and  are  thought  to  be 
riiot'oot  ef  tehr  secret  intenUona'^  Prinees  are,  however,  not 
&e  oidy  men  who  woiidd  do  wdl  to  be  aware  <^  short  speedies. 
Tb»  short  ^leeoii  ^the  merdbant  ruined  tlie  Baptist  eause  in 
Opomarty ;  and  the  two  missi^maries  might,  on  its  delivery, 
faafse  jost  done,  if  lliey  b«t  knew  the  position  to  which  it  re- 
duced Aem,  what  they  were  content  to  do  a  few  years  after, 
•Hwpacjc  up  tiieir  movables  and  quit  the  place. 

Hwring  i»r  yeavs  no  antagonists  to  contend  with  outside  th^ 
pde  of  the  Estahlishment,  it  was  of  course  natural  that  we 
diMdd  find  opponents  witUn.  But  during  the  incumbency  of 
Mv.  Siiilth,'--^the  mmister  of  the  parish  for  the  iirst  one-and- 
iMnenty  years  of  my  life, — even  these  were  wanting ;  and  wo 
paiBod  a  very  quiet  time,  undisturbed  by  controversy  of  any 
kind,  political  or  eedesiastica].  Nor  were  the  first  few  years 
«f  Id^.  Stewards  incumbency  less  quiet.  The  Catholic  Belief 
B&H  w«B  a  pebbie  cast  into  the  pool,  but  a  very  minute  one ; 
and  the  ripple  winch  it  raised  caused  scarce  any  agitation. 
Mr.  Stewart  did  not  see  his  way  clearly  through  all  the  dif 
fistMea  of  the  measure :  but,  influenced  in  part  by  some  of 
his  brethren  in  the  ne%hborhood,  he  at  length  made  up  his 
nbid  to  petition  against  it ;  and  to  his  petition,  praying  that 
ne  coneessions  should  be  made  to  the  Papists,  greatly  more 
than  nAoeteen-twent^edts  of  the  male  parisUoners  afiixed  their 
names.  I^e  few  individuals  who  kept  aloof  were  chiefly 
lads  of  an  extra  liberal  turn,  devoid,  like  most  extreme  poll- 
tielflns,  cf  the  ordinary  ecclesiastical  sympathies  of  their 
oMmtryfeik ;  and  as  I  cultivated  no  acquaintance  with  them, 
and  was  more  ecclesiastical  than  political  in  my  leanings, 
I  had  the  sadsfection  of  finding  myself  standing,  in  oppo- 
nHon  to  ail  my  fHends,  on  the  Catholic  iftelief  measure,  in 
a  reiqiectable  minority  of  one.  Even  Uncle  Sandy,  after 
some  Htde  demur,  and  an  explosion  against  the  Irish  Estab- 
Mmiwit)  set  off  and  signed  the  petition.    I  iailed,  however, 
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foM0tintIv«0iiiiliewroBg.  With  Oie  tivo  ffcM^  ftet»  9f 
the  hnA  Union  md  the  Iij^  Ghuxx^  before  me,  I  eenld  not 
petition  against  Soman  Gatholio  emanoifiation.  I  ^t»  too, 
that  wefe  I  myself  a  Roman  CathoMo,  I  vould  Uaten  to  no  Pro- 
testant argument  wrtil  vhat  I  held  to  be  jnstioe  had  first  been 
done  me.  I  would  have  at  onoe  inferred  thi^  a  retigi<»i  a«o- 
eiated  with  whi^  I  deemed  injustioe  was  a  ftise,  not  a  tme»  re- 
ligion; and,  on  the  strength  of  the  inferenoe,  woiild  hare  i^ 
jeoted  it  without  fiurther  inquiry ;  and  could  I  &il  to  belieipe 
that  what  I  myself  would  have  done  in  the  woimiatanoeB^ 
many  Roman  Gatholics  were  aotually  doing  1  And  beUemg 
I  eould  defend  my  position,  whidi  was  emrtainly  not  an  obtru- 
sive one,  and  was  at  times  assailed  in  conversation  by  way 
friends,  in  a  way  that  showed,  aa  I  thought,  they  did  not  un- 
derstand it,  I  sat  down  and  wi^te  an  elaborate  letter  on  the 
subjecrt,  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Inverness  Courier;  in 
whid},  as  I  afterwards  found,  I  was  happy  enoi^h  to  antiQipi^ 
in  some  points  the  line  taken  up,  in  Ids  femous  emanmpatian 
qf>eech,  by  a  man  whpm  I  had  early  learned  to  recognize  as 
the  greatest  and  wisest  of  Scottish  ministers, — the  late  Dr. 
Chalmers.  On  glancing  over  my  letter,  however,  and  then 
lookix^  round  me  on  the  good  mea  among  my  townsfolk,-^ 
induing  my  uncle  and  my  minist^,*— with  whom  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  placing  me  in  more  decided  antagoniam 
than  any  mere  r^usal  to  sign  their  petition,  I  reserved,  in- 
stead of  dropping  it  into  the  post^ffioe,  to  drc^  it  into  the 
fire,  which  I  accordingly  did ;  and  so  the  matt^  took  end ; 
and  what  I  hdd  to  say  in  my  own  defence,  and  in  that  <tf 
emancipation,  was  in  consequ^ce  never  said. 

This,  however,  was  but  the  mere  shadow  of  a  oontrovervf : 
it  was  merely  a  possible  controversy,  strangled  in  the  bixliu 
But  some  three  years  after,  the  parish  was  agitated  by  a 
dire  ecclesiastical  dispute,  which  set  us  altx>gether  by  the 
ears.  The  place  had  not  only  its  parish  cfaurtdi,  bnt  also  ks 
Gaelic  chapel,  which,  though  on  the  ordinary  foundation  of  a 
ch£^  of  ease,  was  endowed,  and  under  the  patronage  of 
the  crown.    It  had  been  built  about  sixty  yeaie  ]^revKMi%  bj 


ft  benevdient  proprie^tot  of  tlie  Umd«  of  Oomartrf, — **^  G«or|^ 
Boas,  the  Scotch  Age&t," — ^whom  Junius  iroiilci^ly  deecrihed 
as  the  *^  trusted  friend  and  worthy  confident  of  Lord  Mans- 
field ;"  and  who,  whatever  tiie  satirist  may  have  thought  of 
either,  was  in  reality  a  man  wortiby  the  friendship  of  the  accom- 
plished and  phUosopfaio  lawyer.  Cromarty,  originally  a  Low- 
land settlement,  had  had  from  liie  Reformation  down  t&U  4iie 
latter  quarter  of  the  last  century  no  Gaelic  place  of  worship. 
<3n  the  breaking  up  of  the  feudal  system,  however,  the  High- 
landers b^an  to  drop  into  the  place  in  quest  of  employment ; 
and  George  Ross,  affected  by  their  uncared-for  religious  con- 
dition, built  for  them,  at  his  own  expense,  a  chapel,  and  had 
influence  enough  to  get  an  endowment  for  its  minister  from 
the  Grovemm^it.  Government  retained  the  patronage  in  Its 
own  hands ;  and  as  the  Highlanders  consisted  of  but  laborers 
and  farm-servants,  and  the  workers  in  a  hempen  manu&ctory, 
and  had  no  numner  of  influence,  their  wishes  were  not  always 
consulted  in  the  choice  of  a  minister.  About  the  time  of 
Mr.  Stewart's  appointment,  through  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
who  had  courteously  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  the  Englisli  con- 
gregation, the  Gaelic  people  had  got  a  minister  presented  to 
them  whom  they  would  scarcely  have  diosen  for  themselves, 
but  who  had,  notwithstanding,  popular  parts  about  him. 
Though  not  of  high  talent,  he  was  frank  and  genial,  and  vis- 
ited often,  and  conversed  much ;  and  at  length  the  Highland- 
ers came  to  r^ard  him  as  the  very  beau  ideal  of  a  minister. 
He  and  Mr.  Stewart  belonged  to  the  antagonist  parties  in  the 
Church.  Mr.  Stewart  took  his  place  in  the  old  Presbyterian 
section,  under  Chalmers  and  Thomson ;  while  the  Gaelic  min- 
ister held  by  Drs.  Inglis  and  Cook ;  and  so  thoroughly  were 
tlieir  TOspective  congregations  influmitced  by  their  views,  that 
at  the  Disruption  in  1848,  while  considerably  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  the  English-speaking  parishioners  closed  their  con- 
nection with  the  State,  and  became  Free  Churchmen,  at  least 
an  equal  proportion  of  the  chapel  Highlanders  clung  to  the 
Establishment.  Curiously  enough,  however,  there  arose  a  con- 
trovmy  betweoi  die  congregations  at  this  time,  in  iriueh  eadi 
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tkd  part  piO|^  to  the  other. 

I  do  not  thuik  the  EngUsh  coogregatiaii  were  in  any  de- 
giee  JMikma  of  the  Gaelio  one.  The  English  ccmtained  the 
4iii0  of  the  pkoe^-*-«ll  ite  men  of  property  and  influence,  from 
ita  merdiantB  and  herkcnra,  down  to  the  humblest  of  the  ckss 
that  efterworde  became  ita  ten-pound  franehise^iolders ;  where- 
aa  the  Gaelie  people  were,  aa  I  have  aaid,  simply  poor  labor- 
era  and. weavers ;  and  if  the  sense  of  superiority  did  at  times 
fkoQf  Itaelf  oa  the  more  potent  side^  it  waa  only  amoi^  the 
lowlier  people  of  the  English  congregation*  When,  on  one 
gooasion, «  atzanger  feU  asleep  in  the  middle  of  one  of  Mr. 
Stewart's  best  aermons,  and  snored  louder  than  was  seemly, 
an  iodiFidaal  beside  him  was  heard  muttering,  in  a  low  whb- 
per,  that  the  man  ought  to  be  sent  up  to  "  ^  Gaelic^'*  for  he 
was  not  fit  to  be  among  them ;  and  there  might  be  a  few 
other  similar  manifestations ;  but  the  parties  were  not  on  a 
feffioiently  eqpaX  level  to  enact  the  part  of  those  rival  oongre- 
gatioBa  that  are  forever  bemoaning  the  shortcomings  eadi  of 
the  other,  and  that  in  their  days  of  fasting  and  humiliation 
have  the  sios  of  their  neighbors  at  least  as  strongly  before 
them  as  their  own.  But  if  the  Rnglidi  congregation  were  not 
jealous  of  the  Gaelic  one,  the  Gaelic  one,  as  was  perhaps  nato- 
i»l  in  their  cireumstances,  were,  I  am  afraid,  jealous  of  the 
Eoglish :  they  were  poor  people,  they  used  sometimes  to  say, 
bv^  th^  souls  were  as  precious  as  those  of  richer  folk,  and  they 
were  surely  as  well  entitled  to  have  their  just  rights  as  tfa^ 
English  people,!— axioms  which,  I  believe,  no  one  in  the  other 
conjugation  disputed,  or  even  eanvaased  at  alL  We  were  all, 
however,  roused  one  morning  to  consider  the  case,  by  learning 
that  on  the  previous  day  the  minister  of  the  Gaelic  diapd  had 
petitioned  the  Presbytery  of  the  district,  either  to  be  assign- 
ed a  pariah  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish  of  Cromarty,  or 
tfi>  have  the  charge  erected  into  a  collegiate  one,  and  his  half 
of  it,  of  course,  rendered  co-oidinate  with  Mr.  Stewart's. 

The  English  people  were  at  once  very  angry  and  very  much 
alarmed.    As  the  two  oongregatioios  were  scattered  all  over 
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the  same  piece  of  territory,  it  woidd  be  impoMible  to  cmt  II  iqp 
into  two  parishes,  without  separating  between  a  portion  of  Mr. 
Stewart's  people  and  their  minister,  and  maldng  tiiem  the 
parishioners  of  a  man  whom  they  had  not  yet  teamed  to  like  ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  erecting  the  charge  into  a  collegiate 
one,  the  minister  whom  they  had  not  yet  learned  to  like  would 
acquire  as  real  a  jurisdiction  over  them  as  that  possessed  by 
the  minister  of  their  choice.  Or — as  the  o^se  was  somewhal 
quaintly  stated  by  one  of  themselves — ^by  the  one  alternative 
^  the  Gaelic  man  would  become  whole  minister  to  the  half  of 
them,  and,  by  the  other,  half  minister  to  the  whole  of  them.'' 
And  so  they  determined  on  making  a  vigorous  resistance.  Mr. 
Stewart  himself^  too,  liked  the  move  of  his  neighbor  the  Gae* 
lie  minister  exceedingly  ill.  Hb  was  not  desirous,  he  said,  to 
have  a  colleague  thrust  upon  him  in  his  charge,  to  keep  him 
right  on  Moderate  principles, — a  benefit  for  which  he  had  not 
bargained  when  he  accepted  the  presentation ;  nor  yet,  as  the 
other  alternative,  did  he  wish  to  see  his  living  child,  the  parish, 
divided  into  two,  and  the  half  of  it  given  to  the  strange  claimant 
that  was  not  its  parent.  There  was  another  account,  too,  on 
which  he  disliked  the  movement :  the  two  great  parties  in  the 
CSiurch  were  equally  represented  at  the  time  in  the  Presby  teiy ; 
they  had  their  three  members  apiece ;  and  he,  of  coune,  saw 
that  the  introduction  of  the  Gaelic  minister  into  it  woold  have 
the  effect  of  casting  the  balance  in  &vor  of  Moderatism.  And 
80,  as  both  minister  and  people  were  equally  in  earnest,  counter 
petitions  were  soon  got  up,  praying  the  Presbytery,  as  a  first 
step  in  the  process,  that  copies  of  the  Gaelic  minister's  docu* 
nient  should  be  served  upon  them.  The  Presbytery  decided, 
in  terms  of  their  prayer,  that  copies  i^ould  be  served ;  and 
the  Gaelic  minister,  on  the  somewhat  extreme  ground  that  the 
people  had  no  right  to  appear  in  the  business  at  all,  appealed 
to  the  General  Assembly.  And  so  the  people  had  next  to  pe- 
tition that  venerable  court  in  behalf  of  what  they  deemed  their 
imperilled  rights ;  while  the  Gaelic  congregation,  under  the 
fhll  impression  that  their  overbearing  English  neighbors  were 
treating  them  ^aa  If  they  had  no  soak,"  got  op  a  counter  pe» 
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<»tt  in  tv^  and  the  half  of  it  giFen  to  Ikair  amiiitfr,  or  tlM^ 
ho  iQ%U  Im  at  loast  inade  soeiwd  minieter  to  OT^ 
Tbe  mlmatar,  howoTer,  finding  at  tho  Gonand  AgmsMj  that 
tho  ecdaaiaatioal  party  on  whoae  aB|^K»t  he  had  rdied  vera 
opiKMed  u»  M9  to  the  ereating  of  cfai^mls  of  ease  into  r^gi^ 
ohaiipa^  nnd  that  the  peoidiaritiea  of  the  eaae  were  §mch,  «b  to 
cot  off  all  ohanoe  of  faia  heing  eupported  by  their  o|^(Hienti^ 
&U  £rom  hia  appeal,  and  the  caae  via  never  called  in  Oourt» 
Some  of  our  Cronuorty  fiaher-folk,  who  were  atawioh  on  the 
Eoglieh  aide,  though  they  oould  not  ^^oite  aee  the  merita,  had 
nther  a  difiereat  version  of  the  husineaa.  "'  The  Gaelio  man 
had  no  sooner  entered  the  Kirk  o'  the  General  Aseoaihly/' 
th6y  said,  ^^than  the  maiater  of  the  AasemUy  roae,  and, 
apetVing  very  rough,  aaid, '  Ye  oontrarious  raaoal,  what  tak's 
you  here?  What  are  ye  aye  troubling  that  deoent  lad  Mr* 
Stewart  for  1  Fm  sure  he's  no  meddlin'  wi'  you !  Get  about 
your  bushieea,  ye  oontrarious  rascal  I' " 

I  took  an  active  part  in  this  controversy ;  wrote4>etitioiifi 
and  statements  for  my  brother  parishioners,  with  paragraphs  fyt 
the  local  newspapers,  and  a  long  letter  for  the  CaledonianMn^ 
ciMry,  in  r^ly  to  a  tissue  of  misrepresentation  whidi  appear- 
ed in  that  print,  from  the  pen  of  ono  of  the  Gaelic  miniater's 
Ifigpd  agents;  and,  finally,  I  replied  to  a  pan^^et  by  the  same 
hand,  which,  thoi^  miserable  as  a  piece  of  wntiag, — fer  it 
resembled  no  other  oompositicHi  ever  produced,  save,  mayhap^ 
a  vary  badly-written  law  paper,--«€ontained  statements  whi^ 
I  deemed  it  necessary  to  meet.  And  such  were  my  first  at* 
tempts  in  the  rough  field  of  eodesiastioal  controvert, — a  fiidLd 
into  which  incUnatioa  would  nev^  have  led  me,  but  whtehr 
has  certainly  lain  very  much  in  my  way,  and  in  which  I  have 
fluent  many  a  lab<»ious  hour.  My  first  pieces  w^*e  rather  atibflljr 
wvitten,  somewhat  on  the  perilous  model  <^  Junius ;  but  aa  it 
was  hardly  possible  to  write  so  ill  as  my  opponent,  I  eoiddi^ 
peal  to  even  his  firiends  whether  it  was  quite  r^^  in  him  to 
call  me  iUiterafae  and  untaught,  in  prose  so  much  worse  than 
m^cmi.    ClhiaiB^by  getting  the  hiu^^kera  now  Mid  than  ott. 
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]ii7nde,Iflii60«ed6diiiHiakk^him  aogiy;  aad  lie  replied  to 
my  jokes  bf  tMinf  immim, — a  j^irase,  bj  tiie  way,  wfak^  ^* 
getlkig  liis  Watte'  HyHiBs,  aad  failii^  lo  eoBsaU  his  Jt^scm, 
Ite  ^laraeliedBed  as  not  Ei^lwh,  I  was,  he  said,  a  '^shallow, 
pretoRdmg  mniiy ;"  an  ^  impodeit  illiterate  lad ;"  '^  a  fimatic,'* 
and  a  "  fitm*ie  p«son ;"  the  "  low  underling  of  a  fection,"  and 
^  Peter  the  Hermit ;"  and  finall  j,  as  the  sum  total  of  the  whole, 
he  assured  me  that  I  stood  in  Ids  ''estimation  as  the  most  ignoble 
and  desj^sed  in  tiie  whole  range  c^  the  human  spedes."  This 
was  frightful !  but  I  not  only  outlived  it  all,  but  learned,  I  fear, 
after  in  this  way  first  tasting  blood,  to  experience  a  rath^  too 
keen  ddlight  in  the  anger  of  an  antagonist.  I  may  add,  that 
when,  some  two  or  three  years  after  the  period  of  tins  eontro- 
yersy,  the  General  Assembly  admitted  what  were  known  as  the 
Parliam^tary  ministers,  and  the  ministers  of  chapels  of  ease, 
to  a  seat  in  the  church  courts,  neither  my  townsmen  nor  my* 
self  saw  aught  to  diallenge  in  the  arrangement.  ^  contained 
none  <^  the  elements  which  had  proy<^ed  our  hostility  in  the 
Cromarty  diapel  case :  it  did  not  make  over  the  people  of  one 
minister  to  the  chai^  of  another,  whom  they  would  never 
have  ehosen  icx  themselves ;  but,  without  encroadiing  on  pop* 
ukoT  rights,  equalized,  on  the  Presbyterian  s<^me,  the  stand- 
mg  of  ministers  and  the  ckums  of  congregations. 

The  next  matter  which  engaged  my  townsfolk  was  a  e(»« 
aiderably  more  serious  one.  When,  in  1831,  cholera  linil 
tht^eatened  the  sh<Mres  of  Britain,  the  Bay  of  Cromarty  was 
iq)pointed  by  Government  one  of  the  quarantme  porte ;  and 
we  became  familiar  with  the  sight,  at  first  deemed  suffi 
dmitly  startling,  of  fleets  of  vessels  lying  in  the  upper  road- 
stead,  with  the  yellow  flag  waving  from  their  masfr-tops.  Hie 
disease,  however,  fiuled  to  find  its  way  ashore ;  and  when,  m 
the  summer  of  the  following  year,  it  was  introduced  mto  th^ 
noith  of  Scotland,  it  w^t  stalking  around  the  town  and  parisii 
for  sev^ml  Baonths,  without  visiting  either.  It  greatly  more 
than  decimated  the  villages  of  Portmahomak  and  hiver,  and 
visited  ikfb  parishes  of  Nigg  and  Urquhart,  with  the  towns  of 
Isveraeis,  Naim,  Avoeh,  Dingwai),  aad  Bos^narkie ;  aad,  mi 


462  HT  SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLICABTBfiS ; 

fine,  the  quarantine  seaport  town  that  seemed  at  first  to  be  most 
in  danger  appeared  latterly  to  be  almost  the  only  place  of  any 
dze  in  the  locality  exempted  from  its  ravages.  It  approached, 
however,  alarmingly  near.  Hie  opening  of  the  Cromarty  Frith 
is  little  more  than  a  mile  across ;  a  glass  of  the  ordinary  power 
enables  one  to  count  every  pane  in  the  windows  of  the  dwellings 
that  mottle  its  northern  shore,  and  to  distinguish  their  inhab- 
itants ;  and  yet  among  these  dwellings  cholera  was  raging ; 
and  we  could  see,  in  at  least  one  instance,  a  dead  body  borne 
forth  by  two  persons  on  a  hand-barrow,  and  buried  in  a  neigb- 
boring  sand-biank.  Stories,  too,  of  the  sad  fate  of  individuals 
with  whom  the  townsfolk  were  acquainted,  and  who  had  resid- 
ed in  well-known  localities,  told  among  them  with  powerful 
effect.  Such  was  the  general  panic  in  the  infected  places,  that 
the  bodies  of  the  dead  were  no  longer  carried  to  the  church- 
yard, but  huddled  up  in  solitary  holes  and  comers ;  and  the  pic- 
tures suggested  to  the  fency,  of  familiar  faces  lying  uncoflined 
in  the  ground  beside  some  lonely  wood,  or  in  some  dark  morass 
or  heathy  moor,  were  fraught  to  many  with  a  terror  stronger 
than  that  of  death.  We  knew  that  the  corpse  of  a  young  robust 
fisherman,  who  used  occasionally  to  act  as  one  of  the  Cromarty 
ferrymen,  and  with  whose  appearance,  in  consequence,  every 
6ne  was  familiar,  lay  festering  in  a  sand-bank  ;  that  the  iron 
frame  of  a  brawny  blacksmith  was  decomposing  in  a  mossy  hole 
beside  a  thorn-bush ;  that  half  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  fish- 
ing village  of  Inver  were  strewn  in  shallow  furrows  along  the 
arid  waste  which  surrounded  their  dwellings ;  that  houses  d1^ 
vested  of  their  tenants,  and  become  foul  dens  of  contagion,  had 
been  set  on  fire  and  burnt  to  the  ground ;  and  that  around  the 
infected  fishing-hamlets  of  Hilton  and  Balintore  the  country- 
people  had  drawn  a  sort  of  harrier  sanitaire,  and  cooped  up 
within  the  limits  of  iheir  respective  villages  the  wretched  in- 
habitants. And  in  the  general  consternation, — a  consterna- 
tion,much  more  extreme  than  that  evinced  when  the  disease 
actually  visited  the  place, — ^it  was  asked  by  the  townsfolk 
whether  they  ought  not,  so  long  as  the  place  remained  unin- 
fected, to  draw  a  similar  cordon  round  themsdveB.    A  publio 
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meeUng  w«o  aocxMrdiiigly  heldy  (o  deBber«te  on  tbe  best  means 
of  flhuttiog  themselves  in;  and  at  the  meeting  almost  all  the 
adu]t  male  mhabitants  attended,  with  the  exception  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  oommiasion  of  the  peace,  and  the  town  <^Qiai% 
who,  though  quite  prepared  to  wink  hard  at  our  irr^ulari^ei^ 
£uled  to  see  that,  on  any  grounds  tenable  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  they  themselves  could  take  a  share  in  them. 

Our  meeting  at  first  threatened  to  be  stormy.  Ihe  extra 
Liberals,  who,  in  the  previous  ecclesiastical  struck,  had  ti&^i 
part  to  a  man  with  the  Gaelic  people,  as  they  did,  in  the  sub- 
eequent  churdi  ccxitroversy,  with  Ihe  Court  of  Session,  began 
hj  an  attack  on  the  town  Justices.  We  might  all  see  now, 
^aid  a  Liberal  writer  lad  who  addressed  us,  how  little  these 
people  were  our  friends.  Now  when  the  place  was  threaten- 
ed by  the  pesdl^ice,  they  would  do  nothing  fcnr  us;  thegf 
would  not  even  so  much  as  countenance  our  meeting ;  we  saw 
.there  was  not  one  of  them  present :  in  short,  they  eared  no> 
thmg  at  all  about  us,  or  whether  we  died  or  lived.  But  he 
and  his  firiends  would  stand  by  us  to  the  last ;  nay,  while  the 
magistrates  were  evidently  afraid,  with  all  their  wealth,  to 
move  in  the  matter,  terrified,  no  doubt,  by  the  prosecutions 
for  damt^es  whidi  might  be  instituted  against  them  were  they 
to  stop  the  highways,  and  turn  back  travellers,  he  himself 
though  far  from  rich,  would  be  our  security  against  all  legal 
processes  whatever.  This,  of  course,  was  very  noble ;  all  the 
m(»:e  noble  from  the  circumstance  that  the  speaker  could  no^ 
aa  the  Oas^Ue  informed  us,  meet  his  own  actual  liabilities  at  the 
time,  and  yet  was  fully  prepared,  notwithstanding,  to  meet  with 
all  our  possiUe  ones.  Up  started,  however,  alnu)st  ere  he  had 
done  £^>eaku]g,  a  firiend  of  the  Justices,  and  made  so  angry  a 
qpeedi  in  their  defence,  that  the  meeting  threatened  to  iall  into 
two  parties,  and  explode  in  a  squabble.  I  rose  in  the  extrem- 
ity, and,  though  unhappily  no  orator,  addressed  my  towna- 
folk  in  a  few  homely  sentences.  Oiolera,  I  reminded  them, 
was  too  evidently  of  neither  party ;  and  the  magistrates  were, 
I  was  sure,  nearly  as  mudi  frightened  as  we  were.  But  they 
really  could  do  notbing  for  us.    In  matters  of  life  and  deaths 
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]iowir«r,  trtai  Imti  ind  migistnites  fidled  to  protest  < 
people,  tbe  people  were  justified  in  MBertiog  the  nsland  ri^ 
to  protect  tfaeniflelyes ;  and,  whtttever  Isws  and  lawyers  migiit 
vge  to  the  contrary,  that  ri^t  was  now  onra.  In  a  neigbbov* 
iag  county,  the  mhabitanta  of  certain  in^ted  villages  woe 
ftirly  shttt  up  amid  their  dwellkigs  by  the  ooantry£[dk  aixnad, 
who  could  thenuelves  show  a  clean  bill  of  health ;  and  we,  if 
in  tJle  circumstances  of  these  Yillagers,  would  very  posnbly 
be  tveafted  alter  the  same  manner.  And  what  remained  to  us 
in  our  actual  circumstanoes  was  just  to  antidpate  the  prooess 
of  being  ourselves  bottled  in,  by  bottling  the  country  out.  The 
town,  situated  on  a  prcHncmtory,  and  approadiaUe  at  only  a 
ftw  points,  could  eamly  be  guarded ;  and,  instead  of  squabblh^ 
about  the  merits  of  Justices  of  tbe  Peace, — very  likely  some- 
what Conservative  in  their  leaniBgs,-*-or  o£  spirited  Reformers 
who  would  lilie  very  well  to  be  Justices  <^  the  Peace  too,  and 
would  doubtless  make  very  ezoelle&t  ones,  I  thought  it  would 
be  fiur  better  for  us  imme^tely  to  form  ourselves  into  a  De* 
fence  Association,  and  proceed  to  r^ulate  our  watches  and  set 
our  guaards.  My  short  q>eech  was  remarkably  well  received. 
Hiere  was  a  poor  man  immediately  beside  me,  who  was  in 
great  dread  of  cholera,  and  who  actcuJly  proved  one  of  its  first 
victims  in  the  pboe, — for  in  little  m(»re  than  a  week  after,  he 
was  in  his  grave,— who  badted  me  by  an  especially  vigovons 
Hear,  hear  !-*-and  the  answering  Hear,  hears,  of  the  meethig 
bore  down  all  reply.  We  accordingly  at  once  formed  our  De- 
fence Association ;  and  ere  midnight  our  rounds  and  statioDa 
were  marked  out,  and  the  watches  set.  All  power  passed  at 
once  out  of  the  hands  of  the  magistrates ;  but  the  worthy  men 
themsdves  said  very  little  about  it;  and  we  had  the  satisfeo- 
tion  of  knowing  that  their  families — especially  their  wives  and 
daughters — ^were  very  friendly  indeed  both  to  the  Association 
and  the  temporary  suspeoMon  of  t^e  law,  and  that,  on  both  their 
own  account  and  ours,  they  wished  us  ail  manner  of  eucoesa. 
We  kept  guard  for  several  days.  All  vagabonds  and  tran^v 
era  were  turned  back  without  remorse;  but  there  waa  a  re> 
qpectabk  dass  <tf  travellers  fixna  whom  there  was  IflBs  dipger 


-te-teiqpfniKQded;  a&d  wkh  tlittie  ^cre  fond  it  «oaiewh«t  ^. 
fiofthi  t8  doaL  I  would  bave  adimUed  them  at  once ;  but  Umi 
laiyoiity  of  the^^ssoeiatio&  demuned ; — to  do  that  would  be, 
acooidiBg  to  Corporal  Trim^  to  "  set  one  man  greatlj  over  thu 
koad  ci  another  f  and  it  was  ultimatelj  agreed  that,  inatoad 
<tf  at  once  admitting  them,  they  would  be  first  brought  into  a 
wooden  bttildjiig  fitted  up  for  Uie  pfuz|X)Be,  and  tIkOffougUy  fi^^ 
gaAedwilhsalphuraiMlehkaideoflime.  I  know  not  with  whom 
tiieexpedi^ub  first  originated:  it  waa  said  to  have  been  suggest- 
ed by  some  inedical  man  who  knew  a  great  deal  about  ohdera^ 
Aad  thou^  for  my  osm  part,  loould  not  see  how  the  demon  of 
tbe  disease  waa  to  be  expelled  by  the  steam  of  a  little  sulphur 
and  chloride,  as  the  evil  spirit  in  Tobit  was  expelled  by  the 
smoke  of  the  fish's  liver,  it  seemed  to  satisfy  the  Assodation 
wonderfully  well ;  and  a  strange  well  smoked  oame  to  be  re- 
garded as  safe.  There  was  a  day  at  hand  which  promised  ail 
unusual  amount  of  smoking.  Tfa^agitatioii  of  the  Reform  Bill 
had  eonsmenced; — a  great  court  of  ^peal  was  on  that  day  to 
hold  at  Cromarty;  and  it  was  known  that  both  a  Whig  and 
Tory  party  from  Inverness,  in  which  cholera  was  raging  at 
the  time,  would  to  a  certainty  att^ad  it.  What,  it  was  asked^ 
were  we  to  do  with  the  politicians,-^— the  formidable  bankers^ 
fretors,  and  lawyers  who  would  form,  we  knew,  the  Invemeaa 
Qovatoade  1  Individually,  the  question  seemed  to  be  asked 
und^  a  sort  of  foreboding  terror  that  ddoulated  consequences  ^ 
but  when  the  Assotaation  came  to  ask  it  coUeetively,  and  to. 
aoawer  it  in  a  body,  it  was  in  a  bold  tone,  that  set  fear  at  de- 
fiance. And  so  it  was  r66<dved  fMm.  co».  that  the  Invemesa 
politidans  should  be  amdced  like  the  others.  My  turn  to 
nuMmt  guard  had  come  round  on  tiie  previous  night  at  twelve 
o'eLock;  but  I  had  calculated  on  being  off  the  stati<m  ere  the 
Invezoess  people  came  up.  Unludcily,  however,  instead  of 
being  appointed  a  simple  sentry,  I  was  made  ofiicer  for  the 
n^t  It  was  the  duty  asadgned  me  to  walk  round  the  sev* 
end  postsy  and  see  that  the  various  sec^els  were  keepiug  a 
fBBazi  kxAout,  wbioh  I  did  very  fiuthfully ;  but  when  the  term 
of  aiy  wntfih-hadei^ed  I  firand  no  rcJieviDg  officer  QCUEoing 
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^et  corner ;  but  I  wa>htwd  mj  TOttnda,  mt^re  tbe  wiapl* 
don,  in  the  hope*^  Mb  a{)pearaQoe.  And  as  I  i^){)¥cMM*«d 
one  of  oar  iDMl  ifikportant  fttetiim8,-^4lisl  on  ^  gren^  lu|^ 
waj  iHikli  eonneels  die  town  of  Gronuffty  wHii  K^Blodt 
Ferry,  M«r»  wns  the' Whif  portion  of  llie  fiavemeBs  eavnionde 
jtiBt  coming  np.  Hie  neiN4f-a}^M^irted  flentin^  stood  aside^ 
to  let  hie  officer  deal  with  tiie  WMg  gentSemen,  as,  of  eonrse, 
best  became  bodi  Iheir  qnalHy  and  hi$  offidid  Btandftig.  i 
woidd  rather  hare  been  elsewhere ;  but  I  at  once  bronght  die 
pixMBBBion  to  a  stand.  A  man  of  high  ^int  and  hiflaence, — « 
banker,  and  very  mndi  a  Wlng,*-«t  once  addressed  me  witl^ 
a  stem — **1fy  what  andiority,  Sirf*  By  the  audiority,  i  re- 
plied, of  fire  htmdred  able-bodied  men  m  the  ndghboring 
town,  associated  fbr  die  protection  of  diemselves  and  dieir 
Atmifies.  **  Protecdon  against  what  V*  ^  Proteedon  agsinsft 
die  pestflenoe ;— yon  come  from  an  iniheted  place.''  *•  Do 
yoQ  know  what  yon  are  doing,  9irf'  said  the  banker,  fiercely. 
*Yes,-^oing  what  die  law  cannot  doibr  us,  bnt  what  w«  have 
#0termined  to  do  fbr  onrselTes.'*  The  banker  grew  palo  wMl 
flbger;  and  he  was  afterwards  heard  to  say,  that  had  hea  pistol 
At  die  time,  he  would  hare  shot  upon  die  spot  the  man  whl» 
stoppedhim;  b«tnc«lHmngapistc^,he  conld  not  shootme; 
and  so  I  sent  him  and  his  party  away  nnder  an  escort,  to  b^ 
imoked.  And  as  diey  were  somewhat  obstr^)eroiis  by  the 
Wfty,  and  knocked  the  hat  of  one  of  dieir  guards  erer  his  nose^ 
they  got,  in  die  fomigadng  process,  as  I  was  sorry  to  learn,  » 
double  pordonof  die  sufphnrand  the diloride ;  and  came  int^ 
court,  to  contend  with  die  Tories,  gasp^  for  breadt  I  'mm 
aware!  had  acted  on  this  occasion  a  vcHPyiboHsh  part;  lought 
to  a  certainty  to  hare  run  away  on  the  approach  of  thelnTer' 
ness  cavalcade ;  but  the  rusmng  away  wouM  have  involved,  ao^ 
cording  to  Rochester,  an  amount  of  moral  oeurage  whidi^I  ^M 
not  possess.  I  fear,  too,  I  must  admit,  that  die  roi^  tone# 
of  dbe  banker's  address  §t^rred  up  what  had  long  htk^fpMkjf 
enough  ui  my  v6ins,-HK»me  ef  die  wild  buceaaeefing'Moodof: 
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MnF^ddtoMd  tiMoldMdhriiigHiUen;  ndaolwe^f 
aamained  at  mj  post,  aad  did  what  the  AasoolalaMi  deMnad 
my  duly.  I  trust  the  ha«ker  did  not  reoogniee  me,  aad  that 
pam^  after  the  ii^iae  of  mote  than  tw^ity  yearn,  he  will  be  iiif 
idined  to  extend  to  me  hie  foigiveoeee.  I  take,  thta  late  op» 
portiHUty  of  humbly  begging  hie  ]>anjkm,  aad  of  aeenriag  hiiB^ 
Ikaitat  die  very  time  I  brott|^  him  to  bay  I  was  haartBy  al 
one  with  him  ia  hie  poUUea*  But  then  my  towarfi^k,  baing 
mudi  frightened,  wero  p^eoUy  impartial  in  smoking  Whigs 
and  TcNriea  all  alike ;  and  I  could  bethink  me  of  no  eH^iUi 
mode  of  exempting  my  friends  from  a  process  of  fumigation 
iprhlch  was,  I  dare  say,  very  unpleasant,  and  in  whose  virtues 
my  faith  was  assuredly  not  strong. 

When  engaged,  however,  in  keepli^  up  our  eonkm  with  ap* 
parent  sucoess,  eholera  entered  the  plaee  in  a  way  m  which  it 
was  impossible  we  could  have  calculated*  A  Cromarty  fish' 
arman  had  died  of  the  disease  at  Wick  rather  more  than  a 
month  previous,  and  all  the  clothes  which  had  been  in  con* 
tact  with  the  body  were  burnt  by  th&  Wick  authorities  in  the 
(qpen  air.  He  had,  however,  a  brother  cia  the  i^HTt,  who  had 
fieajthily  i^ipropriated  some  of  the  better  pieces  of  dress  ^  and 
these  he  brought  home  with  him  in  a  chest ;  though  sueh  wap 
the  dread  with  wluoh  he  regarded  them,  that  for  move  thsn 
lour  weeks  he  sofiered  the  chest  to  Ue  beside  him  um^iene^ 
At  length,  in  an  evil  hour,  the  ineoes  of  dress  were  taken  ou^ 
and,  like  the  ^^  goodly  Babylonish  garment"  trhieh  wrou^^ 
the  destruction  of  Achan  and  the  disoomfiture  of  the  eas^ 
they  led,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  death  of  the  poor  impm* 
dent  fisherman,  and  to  that  of  not  a  lew  of  his  townsfolk  im* 
mediately  after.  He  himself  was  seised  by  ch<^ra  on  the  fi^ 
Ipwwg  day;  in  less  than  two  days  more  he  was  dead  and  hi»- 
r^ed ;  and  tiie  dinoate  went  crecqping  about  the  stroete  and 
lanes  for  weeks  alter, — here  striking  down  a  strong  man  in  the 
J^i  vigor  of  middle  li^--^there  shortening,  apparently  by  but 
a  hw  months,  the  sjpan  of  some  worn-out  creature,  already  on 
t)iBvei^aofthe|^veu  Thevisitation  had  its  wildly  {uotaresqna 
apgomjianimfiBtSi  Piteh  aad  tar  w«:o  kept  busnngdnriiigtha 
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riglH  in  thii  ■fMiiiingi  nf  thr  j^lrlfld  Innnn:  lAdttie! 
lifllii  flhhuiwl  witli  flhinttj  c#rr  nn  hoMa  fii4  iraH, ; 
(ofdnwfltakom.  By  day,  Ute  ft^nent  < 
totfae  f^ire  bf  bat  *  few  beaartM,  and  die  fltRqwat 
ithafcvoM  oatodelfae  plaoefiomfirea  kladled  to  cos- 
aadbeokAM^tfae  Melted,  had  tliorfladaiid  stntfii% 
;  a  aupalion,  too,  of  a  considerable  potMob  of  liie  ^tk» 
pcynlntinB  to  tba  Qaveac^ Hie  bOl,  in  wbi<^  tbey  coB&ned 
to  lemde  till  llie  diaeaae  left  the  {^ace,  fiotned  a  s^rikmg  ae- 
iMiiiipanimi  ai  of  the  vintallim ;  and  yet,  eorieariy  enoa^  as 
liiedaager  seemed  to  anorease,  Hie  eonsleiBaHoii  less^v^,  and 
IImtci  ivaa  mock  kss  fear  amoi^  the  people  when  Hie  dBsease 
iraa  aotoally  Tavaging  the  plaoe,  than  whai  ft  was  mei^ 
ttalirmg  widim  a^iht  avoand  it  We  soon  beeame  ^miliar, 
ioo,  with  its  dfaraat  horrors,  and  even  learned  to  r^ard  them  as 
eoH^Moatively  ovdinary  and  eon»nonplaoe.  I  had  read,  abont 
4wo  yean  befi»e,tte  passage  in  SontheyV^C'o^lb^^^i^ 
8ir  Thomas  M<Mie  Is  made  to  remark,  that  modem  EnglialiraeB 
have  no  guarantee  whatever,  in  Hiese  ktt^  tknes,  that  l^eir 
eheres  shall  not  be  vtsitid,  as  of  old,  by  devastatii^  plagnes. 
^Am  toaehhig  the  pestilenoe,''  says  Sir  l%onias  (or  rather  Hife 
poet  in  his  aaBie),  ^  yon  fkoef  yoorselTSs  seeure  because  the 
pkgne  has  not  i^q>eared  among  you  for  the  last  handred  and 
ilil^  yeBrs,«»Ht  porlAoa  of  Hme  which,  long  as  it  may  seem,  eoni^ 
fared  with  the  brief  term  of  mortal  existenee,  is  as  notMng  In 
4he  fhPfsical  history  of  the  globe.  The  importation  of  that 
aoov^gelsaspeesiUe&owasitwaBinAinneMimes;  and  were 
St  oiiee  imported,  do  yon  suppose  it  wonld  rage  wHh  less  ^e- 
bace  amoi^  the  erowdei  popnlatk«i  of  y5ur  inetropoHs  than  it 
did  before  the  five?  What,"  he  adds,  ''if  the  swea^g  Mt- 
«sss,  enq>lwtieidly  eaSed  the  English  disease,  were  to  diow  it- 
aelfagBial  Cananycatisebeasdgned  whyit  knot  as  filtely 
to  break  out  in  the  nineteenth  c^toty  as  in  the  fifteenth  ?' 
iknd)  striking  as  the  passage  is,  I  remembered  perasing  it  with 
ihat  iBoreduiotts  feeling,  natatal  te  men  \A  a  quiet  time,  wMeh 
laadatiMBBi  to  draw  so  broad  a  lin^betweeta  the  Experience  of 
|pslqffy»afof»oettLpafgth»ily  r0bMH»^ilge,  er  df  adfartsnt  ^laee^ 
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aiid  thw  «im  pmMWtfd  ei^p«Miio6b  In  Ae  Ioom  auuie  of  th* 
a«fiki«l,  it  utti  «piiftiiMrj  to  1117  expemaoe  that  Britttbi  shoold 
l)«0OBie  tbe  0tfitof  a«]r  eueh  folftl  ami  widely-devastatiag  dis- 
Qfttet  «8  iswed  to  nmife  it  #f  oU.  Amd  jet,  sow  that  I  tmw 
aa.teiariUe  and  u&vottM  an  iniietioii  as  cathtr  the  plafpia  or 
theavttatingttokiieia  (teeiioatipg  oar  towas  aad  vilhigBgyaad 
thateniiila  ammm  dasaribed  by  De  Foe  and  Patrick  Walker 
fully  rivalled,  the  Sot^mg  with  whiohrl  eaioe  to>oe§svd  it  waa 
Aot  one  of  strimgeiMsay  bat  of  &ouliaitty. 

When  thus  nwuGcessfully  en^ojed  m  keepiog  watah  and 
ward  against  oar  insidioiis  enemy,  tha  B^orm  Bill  for  Bout- 
land  paaaod  the  Houae  of  Lwda,  and  beasme  tha  law  of  tha 
land.  I  hftd  watchad  with  interest  the  grptwth  of  tha  popalar 
alffln^Bk  in  the  eountrj, — had  aeen  it  gmdnallj  atrepgthiriiaiwg 
fioBi  thedes^otie  limes  of  Ii¥^:|w>oi  and  OMtkaea^  tfa»ou|^ 
the. middle  period  €ii  Csnning  and  Gaderioh^  down  till  aTom 
Wellington  and  Pael,  men  of  iron  ^  they  were,had  to  yield  to 
tha  pressutB  from  without,  and  to  repeal  &siA  the  Test  and  Gov- 
povation  Acta,  and  next  to  oarry ,  against  their  own  eon  viettoia, 
their  great  Ik>man  Catholio  Emaofitpatioii  aAeaBuue.  Hm 
people,  during  a  seaaoni^Qiidisturbadpeapey&Tarahlato  the 
growth  of  opinion,  ware  becoming  more  demdadly  ft  power 
ia  the  oountry  than  they  had  ever  beeii  before;  aad,<3f  ooaree, 
as  oneof  the  people^  and  in  tbe  belief^  taKS  tWi  tha  iafluenoa 
of  the  many  would  be  leas  a^fiehly  everted  thait  that  of  th0 
few,  Lwaa  pleased  that  it  should  be  so^  and  looked  £»ward/ta 
better  days.  For  myself  peraooaliy,  I  eaqieeted  nothing.  I 
had  aarly  ocMne  to  see  that  toil,  physieal  or  inftdtoetual,  waa 
to  be  my  portion  tJuou^^MMil)  Itfe,  and  that  thaomgh  190  poasi* 
l^  in^roTemeat  in  the.gov<mm<ait  of  the  oountry  eould  I 
be  axan^pted  &om  laboring  km  my  bseai  FnOrn  Stele  pa^ 
roasge  I  never  expected  anything,  aad  I  bs^e  itBoeivad  frcwa 
it  about  as  much  as  I  eiqpeoted. 

I  waa  employed  in  laboring  |»*etty  bard  for  my  broad  one 
ioe  avening  in  tbe  summer  of  ISaft^  tsigaged  in  hawing,  witli 
bsra  broaat  and  Arm%  in  the  UNghborbfiod  of  tbe  harbor  o# 
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to  be  carried  across  tlie  ferry  to  af  ekctr^bfffti  ootikm  eppoate. 
side  of  the  Fritfi.    A  group  of  French  fiaiiemieii)  wbe  Mk 
gathered  round  me,  were  looidng  mnamAj  atniy  mode  rf. 
worldng,  and,  as  I  thought,  somei^^al  arnhmisfy  ait  sajael^  •» 
if  specnhiting  on  the  physical  poirerB  of  s  man  with  whomt 
there  was  at  least  a  possibffity  (^  tiielr  haivhig  one  day  t»  daaL . 
Thej  formed  part  of  the  crew  of  ^Mva  of  those  poiwerfiiUy . 
manned  French  luggers  whidi  vi^  our  neitbsm  ooaats  erearjr* 
year,  ostensibly  with  th«  doflilgii  of  pPMeoulteg  t^e  keiraig} 
fli^ery,  but  which,  supported  mainly  by  laiffs  GorerBm^iA 
bounties,  and  itt  but  smi^l  part  by  thmr  ^lAamg  apesnfaitkwB% 
«Cre  in  reidity  k  ept  up  by  the  State  as  a  means  of  lean^g  mkwa 
fbr  the' French  navy.    Their  ln^ea^-^-aa  micoathrlodung  ves-» 
sel,  representative  raHier  of  the  naTigatioti  of  throe  o&atameiA 
ago  than  of  thAt  of  the  present  day-^lay  stranded  i&  the  harrs 
bor  besMIe  ns ;  aad,  thdr  ifotk  over  for  the  day,  they  seemed 
as  quiet  and  silent  «s  the  calm  evonii^  whose  sttilaeaB  they 
i^re  et^oying,  when  the  letteroarrier  of  the  f^aoe-  came  ufi 
to  where  I  was  workhug,  and  handed  mo,  all  damp  !foNa  the^ 
press,  a  copy  of  Ihe  Inm$tnu9  Courier^  which  I  owed  to  the 
kindness  of  its  editor.  I  was  at  onee  attrealed  by  the  headivij^ 
In  captais,  of  his  leading  artiebe,*^'^  Bev^elulien  in  France*^ 
Flight  of  CSiarles  X."-'^aiMl  pointed  it  oat  to  the  Fr^wbmm^ 
None  of  them'  understood  Etaglish;  hut  they  could  hero  mA 
Uiere  catch  the  meaning  of  the  more  important  wofda^  and^  eitt 
cIMmfa:^  ^  BevoiuHon  en  Ihxnce  I  I-^Fuiig  4$  Gkarlm  X*  /  /'* 
-—they  clustered  round  H  in  a  state  of  the  etibremd^  eiwiter 
ment^  gabl^h^fiister  and  loader  than  thiioe  as  many  Ki^liBh% 
mien'  covdd  hav«  done  in  any  dronmstanoea.  .  At  lei^rth^  bowt 
ever,>thdr  resolu^n  seemed  takm;  cnnously  enou^  thehr 
lugger  bore  the  name  of  ^'  Oh$ftksX. ;"  and  one  of  them,  l^j* 
Itag  holdof  alargelamp  cf  dMii^T)^a^red  to  theiressersAterii, 
and,  by  covering  over  the  whitehead  letters  with  ihe  ^lalh^ 
effaced  the  reyid  neme.     Charles  was  virtually  d^azed  hj 
the  little  \At  of  fVaaoe  that  sailed  in  the  bugger  to  be  «» 
longer  king;  aiid  the  Incident  straok  lae,  tdvial  aa  it.  wmf 
•sem,  aa  tk^imu^mmiBn^sm  nf ithe  exWevie  sii|^tMnjef 
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aEflfidetKNUi  of  their  peopK  I  relurned  to  my  hoiue  as  the  ev«i>», 
ing  darkened,  nuHre  movfid  by  tlus.uDex{»ected  reyolution  than 
1^  «aiy  other  poUitieal  eT«nt  of  my  tUoe, — ^)>r^n*fuU  of  hope.. 
^r  die  oaiMo  e£  freedom  all  over  the  eivUized  world,  a&d,  ii^. 
eapeoi&l — misled  by  a  sort  of  ima%«;a/  ^perimee^  <<aiigiiiw, 
ia  my  evpectationA  fi»r  Fiaiifie.  It  had  had,  like  oar  own  ooun* 
try^  its  first  stormy  revolutioQ,  i^.  which  its  monarch  had  lost 
hi0  Head ;  and  thaa  i4»  Cromwell,  and  th^i  its  Bestoration, 
and  its  «fisy,  luxiisiou»  kii^,  who,  like  Charles  IL,  h^  died  ia 
pomessioii  of  the  thro&e,  and  who  had  beea  suoeeeded  by  a. 
weak  hif^  brother,  the  very  counterpart  of  Ja^es  IL  Aud 
BOW,  after  a  oomparativdy  orderly  revolution  like  that  of  1688, 
llie  bigot  had  been  dethroned,  and  the  head  of  another  branch 
of  the  royal  &mily  had  be^i  called  in  to  enact  the  part  of. 
William  III.  The  historical  parallel  seemed  complete  >  and 
could  I  dottbt  that  what  would  neyt  follow  would  be  a  long, 
period  ai  progrescdvo  improvement^  in  which  the  Fr^ch  peo* 
f^  would  oome  to  enjoy,  as  entirely  as  those  of  Britain,  a 
W^l-4regulated  l&eedom,  under  whidbi  revolutions  would  be 
uHiecessary,  mayhap  impossible  1  Was  it  not  evident,  top, 
that  the  success  of  the  French  in  their  s^ble  struggle  woul4 
immediately  act  with  ben^dal  eflfect  on  the  popular  jcause  ii^ 
our  own  eountry  said  everywhere  else,  and  greatly  quicker 
the  pr^ress  of  reform. 

Ajad  so  I  oontmued  to  watdt  with  interest  the  opurse  of  the 
Reform  Bill,  a&d  was  delig^ited  to  see  it,  after  a  passage  sinr 
gttlarly  stormy  and  precaarioos,  at  length  safely  moored  in  port 
In  06me  of  the  measures,  too,  to  which  it  subseq^ieii^y  led,  I  * 
gready  delighted,  espeeiaUy  ia  the  emancjpatbn  of  our  negro 
alares  in  the  ooknies.  Nor  eould  I  join  many  of  my  person* 
al  Irkiids  in  their  demmeiotion  of  that  appropnation  mess* 
UTS,  SB  it  was  termed, — also  aa  e&ot  of  the  altered  constitu- 
ency,— ^wliiehsni^xvessed  the  Irish  bishopricks.  As  I  ventured 
to  tell  my  mdnister,  who  took  the  oth^  mde, — if  a  Protestant 
€h«roh  Med,  after  enjoyiag  for  tdu»s»  hundred  y^ars  the  bene^ 
fttetrfajhttgeepdoOTwint^fliMl  4iTe»yjidtftniSi»  of  pofitio»  which 
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Iko  litiiiite'lKKifc  totSA  odnAr,  t0  €Met  uisfnii  juIo^  tne  Onuwli 
cf  tlie  mimj,  H  was  liigb  time  to  comnMaee  deatiBg  wHk  h»' m 
bar  true  dianeter, — m  the  C^oreh  of  t^  few.  At  home, 
however,  within  the  nanrow  prednetsof  my  native  town^thtfe 
wePB  efoto  of  tbe  measure  which,  thon^  oomparativeiy  trifl> 
ii^,  I  lilrad  eomideraUj  worse  than  ibe  an^reeaioB  of  the 
bi^prieks.  It  hrdce  up  the  townsfolk  into  two  portiona,**- 
the  one  consisting  of  elderly  or  middleaged  men,  who  had 
been  in  the  commission  of  die  peace  ere  the  posdi^  of  the 
hill,  and  who  now,  sb  it  eroeted  the  town  into  a  parliamentory 
burgh,  became  our  magistrates^  in  virtne  of  the  aaapport  <if  a 
majority  of  the  voters ;  and  a  younger  and  weaker,  but  elev^ 
and  very  aotive  party,  few  of  whom  were  yet  in  tiie  comrais- 
non  of  the  peaee,  and  who,  alter  standii^  unniceessfhlly  Ibr 
the  mi^straey,  became  the  leaders  of  a  patiiotk;  oppo»tion, 
whidi  suoeeeded  in  rendering  the  seat  of  jusUoe  a  rather  un- 
easy one  in  Cromarty.  The  younger  nuen  were  staunch  Lib- 
erals, but  great  Moderates, — ^the  elder,  sound  Evangelieala,  bat 
deddtedly  Conservative  in  thmr  leaBings ;  and  as  I  held  ee- 
desiaslacally  by  the  one  party,  and  seeolarly  by  the  other,  I 
Ibund  my  position,  on  the  whol^  a  rather  anomalous  one^ 
Both  parties  got  involved  in  lawsuits.  When  the  W^g  Mem 
hers  of  Pailkmient  for  the  <oounty  and  bui^^h  came  the  way, 
^y  might  be  seen  going  about  the  streets  arm4n>arm  with 
the  young  Whigs,  which  was,  of  course^ 'a  signal  honor ;  and 
during  the  heat  of  a  contested  eleetion,  young  Whigj^sm,  to 
show  itself  grateful,  succeeded  in  running  off  with  a  Conserva- 
tive voter,  whom  it  had  eaoght  in  hia  cups,  and  got  itself  in- 
volved in  a  lawsuit  in  consequeoee,  which  cost  it  several  hna- 
dred  pounds  The Conserrativea,  on  the  other  hand,  alsogot 
^itm^led  in  an  esipensive  lawsmt.  The  town  had  its  aaanal 
&ir,atwhidifromfilby  toa  hundred  eiuldren  used  to  bay  ghi- 
gerbread,  and  which  had  held  for  many  years  at  the  easteib  end 
of  the  town  ^ks.  Throu^,  howecver^  aome  unexplained  <|Heee 
of  strategy  on  the  part  of  the  young  Libemis,a  market^ay  came 
round,  on  which  the  gingeriffead  wcanen  tnokthw  stand  on  a 
green  a  IMe  ^Amv^  tha.ha0hpi; )  and,  of  .eoiaa%  wfa«9eithegiii- 
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gerbr^id  was,  themtte  <3Mldre!ii  viere  gatliered  together  j  and 
the  magtstraites,  astonn^ied,  yisited  the  tspot  in  order  to  ascerw 
tain,  if  possible,  the  philosophy  of  the  change.  They  fomid 
the  ground  oocmpied  by  a  talkative  pedlar,  who  stood  up  strong 
ly  ^r  the  young  Liberals  and  the  new  site;  and  the'ittagtflh 
trates  straightway  demanded  Ite  produeticm  of  his  license. 
The  pedlar  had  none.  And  so  he  was  apprehended,  and  sam* 
marily  tried,  on  a  charge  of  contravening  the  statnte  54  Geo* 
in.  cap.  71 ;  and,  being  found  guilty  of  hawking  witliont  a 
license,  he  was  committed  to  prison.  The  pedlar,  backed,  it 
was  understood,  by  the  young  Liberals,  raised  an  action  for 
wrongous  imprisonment;  and,  on  the  ground  that  the  day  on 
which^he  had  sold  his  goods  was  a  fair  or  market^ay,  on  which 
anybody  might  sell  anything,  the  magistrates  were  cast  in 
damages.  I  liked  l^e  lawsuits  very  ill,  and  fadd  tibat  the 
young  Liberals  would  have  been  more  wisely  employed  in 
making  money  by  their  i^ops  and  professions, — secure  that 
the  coveted  honors  would  ultimately  get  into  the  wake  of  th« 
good  bank>accounts, — than  that  they  should  be  engaged  either 
in  scattering  their  own  means  in  coints  of  law,  or  in  imjHng* 
ing  on  the  means  of  their  neighbors.  And  ultimately  I  found 
my  proper  political  position  as  a  supporter  in  all  ecdesiasti- 
eel  and  mnnicipal  matters  of  my  Conservative  townsmen,  and 
A  supporter  in  almost  all  the  national  ones  of  the  Whigs, 
whom,  however,  I  always  liked  better,  and  deemed  more  vir- 
tuoos,  when  they  were  out  of  office  than  when  tliey  were  in. 
On  one  occasion,  I  even  became  political  enough  to  stand 
fbT  a  coundllorship.  My  friends,  chiefly  through  the  death  of 
^erly  voters  and  the  rise  of  younger  men,  few  of  whom  were 
Conservative,  felt  themselves  getting  weak  in  the  place ;  and, 
learittg  that  they  could  not  otherwise  secure  a  majority  at  the 
Council  board,  they  urged  me  to  stand  for  one  of  the  vacancies, 
wbic^  I  accordingly  did,  and  carried  my  election  by  a  swim- 
ming majority.  And  in  duly  attending  the  first  meeting  of 
Council,  I  heard  an  eloquent  speech  from  a  gentleman  in  the 
opposition,  directed  against  the  individuals  who,  as  he  ^nely 
esqpreased  il,  ^  were  wiektii^  the  destkiies  of  his  nadve  town ;" 
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nd  saw,  as  the  only  a^oos  piece  of  boniefls  before  the  meet- 
ing, the  Councillon  dubhiiig  peaniee  apiece,  in  order  to  de- 
fray, in  the  utter  lack  of  town  funds,  the  e3^>eii8e  o£  a  nine- 
peony  postage.  And  then,  with,  I  fear,  a  yery  inadequate 
oenae  of  the  responaibilities  of  my  new  office,  I  stayed  away 
from  the  Council  board,  and  did  nothing  whatever  in  its  be- 
half^ with  astonishing  perseyerance  and  success,  for  three 
years  together.  And  thus  began  and  terminated  my  muni- 
ctpal  career, — a  career  which,  I  must  confess,  failed  to  seccore 
for  me  the  thanks  of  my  coostituracy ;  and  then,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  worthy  people  eyer  seriously 
comphiined.  There  was  absolutely  nothing  to  do  in  the  coun- 
dlship ;  and,  unlike  some  of  my  brother  office-bearers,  the 
requisite  nothing  I  did,  quietly  and  considerately,  and  very 
much  at  my  leisure^  without  any  unnecessary  display  <^ 
stump-oratory,  or  of  anything  else. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 


**^Shifi  ptmtd ;  an*  nam  my  p«li«nt  stefNi 
Ttutt  maiden's  w«Um  attend ; 
My  T0W8  had  reached  that  maiden*8  ear9 

Aye,  an*  she  ca'd  me  friend. 
An*  I  was  blefls*d,  as  blemM  can  be ; 

Hie  fond,  daft  dreamer  Hope 
Ke*er  dream'd  o*  happier  days  than  mine, 
Or  joys  o*  ampler  scope." 

Hxmhison's  Saiio.  - 

I  vssD,  as  I  have  said,  to  baye  occasional  visitors  wlien  work- 
ing in  the  churchyard.  My  minister  has  stood  beside  me  for 
hours  together,  discussing  every  sort  of  subject,  from  the  mis- 
deeds of  the  Moderate  divines, — ^whom  he  liked  all  the  worse 
for  being  brethren  of  his  own  cloth, — to  the  views  of  Isaac 
Taylor  on  the  corruptions  of  Christianity  or  the  posdbilities 
of  the  future  state.  Strangers,  too,  occaoonally  came  the  way, 
desirous  of  being  introduced  to  the  natural  curiosities  of  the 
district,  more  especially  to  its  geol<^ ;  and  I  rem^nber  firsi 
meeting  in  the  diurchyard,  in  this  way,  the  late  Sir  Thomas 
Dick  Lauder ;  and  of  having  the  opportunity  afforded  me  of 
questioning,  mallet  in  hand,  the  present  distinguished  Pro* 
fessor  of  Humanity  in  the  Edinburgh  University,*  respecting 
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the  aatnie  of  the  oohenve  ageaot  in  the  non-cakareoos  and* 
stone  which  I  was  engaged  in  hewing.  I  had  sometimes  « 
different^  but  not  less  interesting,  cUss  of  visitors.  Tbe  town 
had  its  small  but  very  choice  oircle  of  accomplished  intelleo 
toal  ladies,  who,  earlier  in  the  century,  would  have  been  per- 
haps described  as  members  of  the  bluestocking  sisterhood ; 
but  the  advancing  intelligenoe  of  the  age  had  rendered  the 
phrase  obsolete ;  and  thej  simply  took  their  place. as  well- 
informed,  sensible  women,  whose  acquaintance  with  the  best 
authors  was  r^;arded  as  in  no  degree  disqualifying  them 
from  their  proper  duties  as  wives  or  daughters.  And  mj 
cirde  of  acqu^untance  included  the  entire  qlass.  I  used  to 
meet  them  at  deHghtful  tea-parties,  and  sometimes  bonrowed 
a  day  from  my  work  to  conduct  them  through  the  picturesque 
bum  of  Eathie,  or  the  wild  scenes  of  the  Cromarty  Hill,  or 
to  introduce  them  to  the  fossiliferous  deposits  of  the  Lias  or 
the  Old  Red  Sandstone.  And  not  unfrequently  their  evening 
walks  used  to  terminate  where  I  wrought,  in  the  old  chapel 
of  St  Begulus,  or  in  the  parish  bulging -ground,  beside  a 
sweet  wooded  dell  known  as  the  '^  Ladies'  Walk ;"  and  my 
labors  for  the  day  closed  in  what  I  always  very  much  relish- 
ed,— a  conversation  on  the  last  good  book,  or  on  some  new 
organism,  recently  disinterred,  of  the  Secondary  or  Patooynio 
period. 

I  bad  been  hewing,  about  this  time,  in  tbe  upper  pa^rt  of  ipy 
uncle's  garden,  and  had  just  closed  i^y  work  for  the  eyenin^ 
when  I  was  visited  by  one  of  my  lady  friends,  pooopipaniad  by 
a  stranger  lady,  who  had  come  to  see  a  curious  (4d  dial-stone 
which  I  had  dug  out  of  the  earth  long  before,  when  a  boy,  and 
which  had  originally  belonged  to  the  ancient  Castie-gardea  of 
Cromarty.  1  was  standing  with  them  beside  the  dial,  which  I 
had  placed  in  my  uncle* s  garden,  and  remarking,  that  as  it  ex^ 
hibited  in  Its  structure  no  little  mathematical  skill,  it  had  prob- 
ably been  cut  under  the  eye  of  the  eccentric  but  acconiplished 
Sir  Thomas  Urqubart ;  when  a  third  lady,  greatly  jqwh^bt  than 
the  others,  and  whom  I  had  never  seen  before^  cmne  hurried- 
ly tripping  down  the  g^4^->wal)(,  lund,  addressing  the  other 
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two,  ftppai*nflf  qtdtfe  hi  a  flurry, — **  O  come,  6om©  away;"  she 
tttid;  "  I  have  been  seeldtig  you  ever  so  long."  "  Is  this  you, 
L — ^^?"  was  the  staid  reply :  "  Why,  what  now  ? — ^you  have 
ran  yocmself  out  of  breath."  He  young  lady  was,  1  saw,  very 
pretty ;  and,  though  in  her  nineteenth  year  at  the  time,  hei* 
fight  and  som^^Aa^  petite  figure,  and  the  waxen  clearness  of 
hc^  complexion,  which  resembled  rather  that  of  a  &ir  diild 
ihan  of  a  groiwn  woman,  made  her  look  from  three  to  four 
years  younger.  And  as  if  in  some  degree  still  a  chUd,  her 
two  lady  ifriends  seemed  to  regard  her.  She  stayed  with  them 
fteoitcib  a  minute  ere  she  tripped  off  again ;  nor  did  I  observe 
that  she  &rored  me  with  a  single  glance.  But  what  else 
oould  be  expected  by  an  ungainly,  dust-besprinkled  mechanic 
in  Ms  shirt-sleeves,  and  with  a  leathern  apron  before  him  1 
Nt>r  did  the  mechanic  expect  aught  else ;  and  when  informed 
Itmg  after,  by  one  whose  testimony  was  conclusive  on  the 
point,  that  he  had  been  pointed  out  to  the  young  kdy  by  some 
mioh  distinguished  name  as  '^  the  Cromarty  poet,'*  and  diat 
Ae  had  come  up  to  her  friers  somewhat  in  a  flurry,  simply 
diat  shfe  might  have  a  nearer  look  of  him,  he  received  the  in- 
fdligence  somewhat  with  surprise.  All  the  first  iriterviews 
in  all  the  novels  I  ever  read  are  of  a  more  romantic  and  less 
homely  cast  than  the  special  interview  just  related ;  but  I 
know  not  a  more  curious  one. 

Only  alfew  evenings  after,  I  met  the  same  young  lady,  in 
cfatjumstances  of  which  the  writer  of  a  tale  might  have  mad6 
a  Httle  more.  I  was  sauntering,  just  as  the  sun  was  sinking, 
fttong  one  of  my  favorite  walks  on  the  Hill, — a  tree-skirted 
glade, — ^now  looking  out  through  the  openings  on  the  ever- 
fipesh  beauties  of  the  Cromarty  Frith,  with  its  promontories, 
fltnd  bays,  and  long  lines  of  winding  shore,  and  anon  mark- 
ing bow  redly  the  slant  light  fell  through  intersticial  gaps 
0&  pale  fichened  trunks  and  huge  boughs,  in  the  deeper  re- 
ensues  of  the  wood, — when  I  found  myself  unexpectedly  in  the 
pi^vsenoeofthe  young  lady  of  the  previous  evening.  She  was 
isiUiiiterhigihiroi^  the  wood  as  leisurely  as  myself^ — now  and 
ifttt  -dipping  into  araieher  btdky  volume  which  she  earned, 
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tiitt  hid  sot  io  die  iMrt  tlie  look  of  a  botcI,  and  whU^ 
m  I  subsequendy  afleertained,  vas  aa  eUborato  enaj  on  0»* 
MtioQ.  We,ofoow>e,piMwed  e«di  other  on  oar  agvcral  ways 
without  sign  of  Keoognitkm.  Qiiirtoiiing  her  psce^  howeFBr, 
she  was  sooa  oat  of  sight;  and  I  jost  though  on  one  or  twe 
oecasioDs  afterwards,  of  the  j^panlioB  that  had  been  pre> 
sealed  as  ahe  paaaed,  as  mndi  in  keeping  with  the  adjaaefeB^ 
^-4ie  pietoiesqae  £>re8t  and  the  goigeoua  soaset  It  woald 
not  be  easy,  I  thought,  were  the  latge  book  but  away,  to  foi^ 
msh  a  very  lovely  scene  with  a  more  suitable  figure.  Short- 
ly after,  I  began  to  meet  the  young  lady  at  the  charming  tea- 
parties  of  the  place.  Her  &ther,  a  worthy  man,  who,  fi»m 
QUfortunate  speculations  in  business,  had  met  with  severs 
losaes,  was  at  this  time  several  years  dead;  and  his  widow  had 
come  to  reside  in  Cromarty,  on  a  somewhat  limited  ineoms^ 
derived  from  property  of  her  own.  Liberally  assisted,  how- 
ever, by  relations  in  England,  she  had  been  enabled  to  aend 
her  daughter  to  Edinburgh,  where  the  young  lady  received  all 
the  advantages  which  a  firstrrate  education  could  coitfer.  By 
some  lucky  chance,  she  was  boarded,  with  a  few  other  ladiei^ 
all  in  early  womanhood,  in  the  &mily  of  Mr.  George  lliom- 
son,  the  well-known  correspondent  of  Bums ;  and  passed 
under  his  roof  some  of  her  happiest  years.  Mr.  Tbomsoo,-^ 
himself  an  enthusiast  in  art, — strove  to  inoculate  the  youthful 
inmates  of  hb  house  with  the  same  &rvor,  and  to  develope 
whatever  seeds  of  taste  or  genius  might  be  found  in  them ; 
and,  characterized  till  the  close  of  a  life  extended  &r  beyond 
the  ordinary  term,  by  the  fine  chivalrous  manners  of  the 
thorough  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  his  influence  over  his 
young  friends  was  very  great,  and  his  endeavor^  in  at  least 
some  of  the  instances,  very  successful  In  none,  however,  was 
he  more  so  than  in  the  case  of  the  young  lady  of  my  narra- 
tive. From  Edinburgh' she  was  sent  to  reside  with  the  friends 
in  England  to  whose  kindness  she  had  been  so  laiyely  indebt- 
ed ;  and  with  them  she  might  have  permanently  remaivied,  to 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  superior  position.  She  if |»  at  an  ^g^ 
however,  which  rarely  occupies  itself  in  adjusting  the  balaoee 
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of  temporal  advantage ;  and  her  only  brother  having  been  ad- 
mitted, throngh  the  interest  of  her  friends,  as  a  pupil  into 
Christ's  Hospital,  she  preferred  returning  to  her  widowed 
mOflier,  left  solitary  in  consequence,  though  with  the  prospect 
i^  being  obliged  to  add  to  her  resources  by  taking  a  few  of 
the  children  of  the  town  as  day-pupils. 

Her  claim  to  take  her  place  in  the  intellectual  circle  of  ^6 
burgh  was  soon  recognized.  I  fbund  that,  misled  by  the  extreme 
youthfulness  of  her  appearance,  and  a  mmrked  juvenility  of 
manner,  I  had  greatlymistaken  the  young  lady.  That  she  should 
be  accomplished  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term, — that  the 
should  draw,  play,  and  sing  well, — would  be  what  I  should  have 
expected ;  but  as  I  was  not  prepared  to  find  that,  mere  girl  as 
she  seemed,  she  should  have  a  decided  turn,  not  for  the  light- 
er, but  for  the  severer  walks  of  literature,  and  should  have  al- 
ready acquired  the  ability  of  giving  expression  to  her  thoughts 
in  a  style  formed  on  the  best  English  models,  and  not  in  the 
least  like  that  of  a  yQung  lady.  The  original  shyness  wore 
away,  and  we  became  great  friends.  I  was  nearly  ten  years 
her  senior,  and  had  read  a  great  many  more  books  than  she ; 
and,  finding  me  a  sort  of  dictionary  of  fact,  ready  of  access, 
and  with  explanatory  notes  attached,  that  became  long  or 
short  just  as  she  pleased  to  draw  them  out  by  her  queries, 
she  had,  in  the  course  of  her  amateur  studies,  frequent  occa- 
sion to  consult  me.  There  were,  she  saw,  several  ladies  of 
her  acquaintance,  who  used  occasionally  to  converse  with  me 
in  the  churchyard ;  but  in  order  to  make  assurance  doubly 
rtire  respecting  the  perfect  propriety  of  such  a  proceeding  on 
her  part,  she  took  the  laudable  precaution  of  stating  the  case 
to  her  mother's  landlord,  a  thoroughly  sens^le  man,  one  of 
ihb  magistrates  of  the  burgh,  and  an  elder  of  the  kirk ;  and 
he  at  once  cerdfied  that  there  was  no  lady  of  the  place  who 
might  not  converse,  without  remark,  as  often  and  as  long  as  she 
pleased,  with  me.  And  so,  fiiUy  justified,  both  by  the  example 
df  her  fHends— all  very  judicious  women,  some  of  them  only 
a  ^m  years  older  than  herself— ^and  by  the  deliberate  jn<%- 
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inaiit  of  a  ybtj  wbosSM/b  man,  tiie  ma^stnile  and  ^do*,- 
yoin^  lady  frmtd.  learned  to  Tint  me  in  tlw  dmrt^y  aid,  jort 
like  die  otkerladiea;  and,  latterly  at  least,  considttrabljc^t^iar 
liian  any  of  them.  We  used  to  coQYerse  on  all  manner  of 
flnbjeds  connected  intb  tbe  ieUe$  UUru  and  the  j^iiloGopky 
of  mind,  with,  so  fiir  as  i  can  at  pies^it  vemeraber,  only  one 
mariied  ezoepti<»L  On  that  mysterious  auction  which  some- 
timea  springs  np  between  persons  of  the  opposite  sesces  whai 
thrown  much  togetiher,^-thoi]gh  ooeaoiNiaUy  daseussed  by  the 
metaphyaioia&s,  and  much  song  by  the  poefes, — ^we  by  no 
chance  ever  touched.  Lotc  formed  the  one  solitary  sal:ject 
which,  from  some  curious  contingency,  inyariably  escaped  us. 
And  yet,  latterly  at  least,  I  had  begun  to  think  about  it  a 
good  deal.  Nature  had  not  fiishioned  me  one  of  the  sortof  peo- 
ple who  ftll  in  loye  at  first  sight.  I  bad  ev^  made  up  my 
mibd  to  live  abachel<»r  life^  without  bdng  very  much  impven^ 
ed  by  the  magnitude  of  the  aacrifice;  but  I  dare  say  it  did 
mean  aomel^ig,  that  in  my  solitary  walks  for  the  preoeding 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  a  fomale  comfiamon  often  walked  in 
fimey  by  my  side,  with  whom  I  exchanged  many  a  thought, 
and  gave  expresmon  to  many  a  fooling,  and  to  whom  I  pointed 
out  ma&y  a  beauty  in  the  landscape^  and  communicated  many 
a  curious  fiict,  and  whose  understanding  was  as  v^oroua  as 
her  taste  was  fiMiMess  and  her  feelings  exquisite*  One  of  the 
En^ish  essayists, — the  elder  Moore,-*^-has  drawn  a  very  per- 
fect per8(»age  <^  tMs  airy  character  (not,  however,  of  the  soft- 
ei',  but  of  the  masculine  sex),  under  the  name  of  the  '^  maid's 
husband ;"  and  described  him  as  one  of  the  Boost  foirmidable 
rivals  that  the  ordinary  lover  of  fiesh  and  blood  can  pnsnbly 
encoimt^.  Myday-dreamlady — ^a  person  that  may  be^termed 
With  equal  propriety  the  ^'  bachelor's  wifo"**-4ia8  not  been  ao 
distinctly  reoc^nized ;  but  she  occupies  a  lax^e  place  in  car 
literature,  as  the  mistress  of  all  the  poets  who  ever  wrote  on 
love  without  actually  experiencing  it,  fh»n  the  days  of  Gowley 
down  to  those  of  Henry  Kidce  White ;  and  her  preeenea  setwes 
always  to  intimate  a  heart  o^able^  of  oooi^atioD,  biyt  alSli 


OB,  vso  nomr  op  ky  Ms>vcAirwv.        481 

wocoupled.  I  find  A^  baokelor's  irflb  dolioaidy  dmwn  ki 
one  of  the  posthunioas  poems  of  poor  AlexAodar  Bethune,  am 
.»  ^  6ir  beuigy" — ^the  fi^ueat  aubjeot  of  his  day-dreams^-^ 

"  Whose  soft  Tolce 
Slioald  h%  the  sweetest  mmfe  to  lilt  mf, 
Awnknikag  ill  tbe  eberdt  oflMniQiiy ; 
Whoee  ej e  should  speak  a  language  to  his  soul, 
More  eloquent  than  aught  which  Greece  or  Rome 
Could  boast  of  in  its  best  and  happiest  days ; 
Whose  smite  should  be  his  tkh  rewanl  for  toll ; 
Whoee  pure  tfansptreat  cbeelc,  when  piese'd  to  his, 
Should  calm  the  fever  of  his  troubled  thoughts, 
And  woo  his  spirit  to  tliose  fields  Elysian, — 
The  paradise  which  strong  aflbction  guards.** 

It  maj  be  always  predicated  of  these  bachelor's  wives,  that 
tliey  never  very  closely  resemble  in  their  lineaments  any  living 
women :  poor  Bethune's  would  not  have  exhibited  a  single 
feature  of  any  of  his  poor  neighbors,  the  lasses  of  Uf^er  Ran- 
keilkur  or  Newborgh.  Were  the  case  otherwise,  the  dream 
maidoi  woidd  be  greatly  in  danger  of  being  displaced  by  the 
Teal  one  whom  she  resembled ;  and  it  was  a  most  significant 
event  which,  notwithstanding  my  inexperience,  I  learned  by- 
and-bye  to  miderstand,  that  about  this  time  my  old  companion, 
the  "•  bachelor's  wife,"  utterly  forsook  me,  and  that  a  vision  of 
my  youi^  frigid  took  her  place,  I  can  honestly  aver,  that  I 
entertained  not  a  single  hope  diat  the  feeling  should  be  mu- 
tual On  whatever  other  heaid  my  vanity  may  have  flatter- 
ed me,  it  certainly  never  did  so  on  the  score  of  personal  ap- 
pearance. My  personal  strength  was,  I  knew,  considerably 
above  the  average  of  that  of  my  fellows,  and  at  this  time  mj 
.  activity  also ;  but  I  was  perfectly  conscious  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  my  good  looks  rather  fell  below  than  rose  above  the 
medial  line.  And  so,  while  I  suspected,  as  I  well  mighty  that, 
as  in  the  fiunous  fairy  story,  '*  Beauty"  had  made  a  conquest 
of  the  ^  Beast,"  I  had  not  the  most  distant  expectation  that 
die  ^  Beast"  would,  in  turn,  make  a  conquest  of  ^'  Beauty.'' 
My  young  friend  had,  I  knew,  several  admirers, — ^men  who 
were  younger  and  dressed  better,  and  who,  as  they  had  all 
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jphpaen  the  liberal  prtJfbgRioiw,  hajl  fiarer  ptpcp^ctaihapl  ;.JHid 
AS  for  the  item  of  good  looks,  had  she  set  her  a&otions  tm 
even  the  least  likely  of  them,  1  could  have  addressed  hijie^ 
with  perfect  smceritj,  ia  the  words  of  the  old  hallad : — 

The  fiiirest  part  o*  my  bodj 
Is  blacker  tban  thy  heeL** 

Strange  to  say,  however,  much  about  the  time  that  I  made  my 
discovery,  my  young  friend  succeeded  in  making  a  discovery 
also ; — ^the  maid's  husband  shared  on  her  part  the  same  &te 
as  the  bachelor's  wife  did  on  mine ;  and  her  visits  to  the 
churchyard  suddenly  ceased, 

A  twelvemonth  luid  passed  ere  .we  succeeded  in  finding  all 
this  out ;  but  the  young  lady's  mother  had  seen  the  danger 
somewhat  earlier ;  and  deeming,  as  was  quite  right  and  prop- 
er, an  operative  mason  no  very  fitting  mate  for  her  daught^, 
my  opportunities  of  meeting  my  friend  at  conversazione  or 
tea-party  had  become  few,  I,  however,  took  my  usual  even- 
ing walk  through  the  woods  of  the  Hill ;  and  as  my  friend's 
avocations  set  her  free  at  the  same  delightM  hour,  and  as  she 
also  was  a  walker  on  the  Hill,  we  did  sometimes  meet,  and 
witness  together,  from  amid  the  deep  solitudes  of  its  bosky 
slopes,  the  sun  sinking  behind  the  distant  Ben  We  vis.  These 
were  very  happy  evenings ;  the  hour  we  passed  together 
always  seemed  exceedingly  short ;  but,  to  make  amends  for 
its  briefness,  there  were  at  length  few  working  days  in  the 
milder  season  of  which  it  did  not  form  the  terminal  one ; — 
from  the  circumstance,  of  course,  that  the  similarity  of  our 
tastes  for  natural  scenery  led  us  always  into  the  same  lonely 
walks  about  the  same  delicious  sun-set  hour.  For  months 
together,  even  during  this  second  stage,  of  our  friendship,  there 
was  one  interesting  subject  on  which  we  never  talked.  At 
length,  however,  we  came  to  a  mutual  understanding..  It  was 
settled  that  we  should  remain  for  three  years  more  in  Scotland 
on  the  existing  terms ;  and  if,  during  that  time,  there  should 
open  to  me  no  suitable  field  of  exertion  at  home,  we  should 
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Hkm  qttit  the  country  for  America,  and  share  t(^ettier  in  k 
strange  land  whatever  fkte  might  be  in  store  ior  ns.  My  young 
friend  was  conaderably  more  sanguine  than  I.  I  had  laid 
fidthfUIly  before  her  tiiose  def^ts  of  diaracter  which  rendered 
me  a  rather  in^Ment  mao^Mharms  for  oontending  in  my  own 
belialf  in  ih»  battle  of  life»  Inured  to  labor,  and  to  the  hard- 
ships of  the  bothie  and  the  barrack,  I  believed  that  in  the 
backwoods,  where  I  would  have  to  lift  my  axe  on  great  trees, 
I  might  get  on  with  my  clearing  and  my  crops  like  most  of 
my  neighbors ;  but  then  the  backwoods  would,  I  feared,  be 
no  place  for  her ;  and  as  for  effectually  pushing  my  way  in  the 
long^peopled  portions  <^  the  United  States,  among  one  of  the 
most  vigorous  and  enei^etic  races  in  the  world,  I  could  not 
see  that  I  was  in  the  least  fitted  for  that.  She,  however, 
Aought  otherwise.  Tbe  tender  passion  is  always  a  strangely 
ekaggerative  one.  Lodged  in  the  male  mind,  it  gives  to  the 
object  on  which  it  rests  all  that  is  excellent  in  woman,  and  in 
tile  fomale  mind  imparts  to  its  object  all  that  is  noble  in  man ; 
asid  my  fHend  had  come  to  regard  me  as  fitted  by  nature  either 
to  bead  an  army  or  lead  a  college,  and  to  deem  it  one  of  the 
weaknesses  of  my  character,  that  I  myself  could  not  take  an 
equally  &vorable  view.  There  was,  however,  one  profession 
of  which,  measuring  myself  as  carefully  as  I  could,  I  deemed 
myself  capable :  I  saw  men  whom  I  regarded  as  not  my  supe- 
riors in  natural  talent,  and  even  possessed  of  no  greater  com- 
mand of  tbe  pen,  occupying  respectable  places  in  the  period- 
ical literature  of  the  day,  as  the  editors  of  Scotch  newspapers, 
provincial,  and  even  metropolitan,  and  deriving  from  t^eir  la- 
bors incomes  of  from  one  to  three  bundred  pounds  per  annum ; 
and  were  my  abilities,  such  as  they  were,  to  be  feirly  set  by 
sample  before  the  public,  and  so  brought  into  the  literary  mar- 
ket, they  might,  I  tbou^t,  possibly  lead  to  my  engagement 
as  a  newspaper  editor.  And  so,  as  a  first  step  in  the  process, 
I  resolved  on  publishing  my  volume  of  traditional  bistory, — a 
work  on  whidi  I  had  bestowed  considerable  care,  and  which, 
regarded  as  a  specimen  of  what  I  could  do  as  a  litterateur, 
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^lOiiU^  I  bdiffDad,  «bow  m>t  inadQqwM^'my  abfllly  of  tvMn^ 
i«g  at  kMl  tko«e  lighter  sabjiKsIs  wkk  wUdi  nevrapaper  eil- 
toci  ace  oQM8k»udl  J  eaUed  on  to  deal, 

Naadj  two  of  the  three  tweLvenontha  pa«Md  bj,  howew, 
aodlwaaatillaaopenUiTemaeoii.  Witball  my  st^MfciidevI 
oovU  QOt  giye  lajaelf  beartilj  to  seek  work  of  the  kind  wliidi 
I.aaw  nemafaper  editors  had  at  thaTlime  to  do.  It  inig^  be 
^uite  well  eiiougb,  I  thougbt^  for  the  lawyer  to  be  a  iq^ecial 
{deader.  With  special  pleadiogs  equally  extreme  oa  the  oppo- 
aite  sides  of  a  case,  and  a  qualified  judge  to  hold  the  balanoe  be- 
tween, the  cause  of  truth  and  justaoe  mi^^t  be  eveft  more  thor- 
iXH^Uy  served  than  if  the  antagonist  ageots  were  to  set  them* 
aelYea  to  be  as  impartial  and  equaUunded  as  the  magistrate 
himself  But  Icould  not  extend  the  same  toleranoe  to  the^te. 
oialpleadiog  of  the  newspaper  editor.  I  saw  tbat»  to  many  of 
the  readers  of  his  paper,  the  editor  did  not  hold  the  place  of  a 
law«i^nt)  but  of  a  judge :  it  was  his  part  to  submit  to  them, 
therefore,  not  ingenious  pleadings^  but,  to  the  best  of  his  jndg* 
meat^  honest  decisions.  And  not  only  did  no.  place  present 
itself  for  me  in  the  editorial  fields  but  I  really  could  see  no 
l^ce  in  it  that,  with  the  views  which  I  entertained  on  ttua 
head,  I  would  not  scruple  to  occupy.  1  saw  no  party  causa 
fyr  which  I  could  honestly  plead.  My  eceledasUcal  M^ida 
had,  with  a  few  exceptions,  cast  themselves  into  the  CcMKserva* 
tive  ranks,  and  there  I  could  not  follow  them.  The  Liberals, 
on  the  other  hand,  being  in  office  at  the  time,  had  beooDoie  at 
least  as  like  their  old  opponents  as  their  former  selves,  and  I 
could  by  no  means  defend  all  that  tbetf  were  d<»ng.  In  Eadi* 
oalism  I  had  no  &ith ;  and  Chartism, — ^with  my  reoollection 
of  the  kind  of  treatment  which  I  had  received  from  the  work- 
man of  the  south  still  strongly  impres0ed  upon  my  mind, — ^I 
thoroughly  detested.  And  so  I  began  seriou^y  to  think  of 
the  backwoods  of  America.  But  there  was  another  destiny 
in  store  for  me.  My  native  town,  up  till  this  time,  though  a 
place  of  considerable  trade,  was  unfurnished  with  a  branch 
bank ;  but  on  the  representation  of  sonpie  of  its  more  es^teosive 
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Mdsrs,  and  of  tke  ptioptietoiv  of  the  ndgUNyring  lands,  Hkm 
CbmiMiwIal  Bttik  of  8ootlAiid  had  agned  to  make  it 
of  <Hie  <^it8  agenoies,  and  arranged  inth  a  mgaflioas  and  siio* 
oenftil  mercbant  and  shipowner  of  the  place  to  act  as  its  agent, 
it  had  fixed^  too,  on  a  young  man  as  its  aoeountant,  at  the  sugi* 
gesdon  of  a  neighboring  proprietor ;  and  I  heard  of  tlie  pro* 
jeeted  bank  simply  as  a  pieee  of  news  of  interest  to  the  town 
asid  its  neighborhood,  but,  of  course,  without  special  bearing 
on  any  concern  of  mine.  Receiving,  however,  one  winter 
inoming,  an  invitation  to  breakfast  with  the  futnre  agent,—- 
Mr.  Eo9s,>-^I  was  not  a  littie  surprised,  after  we  had  taken 
a  quiet  cop  of  tea  together,  and  beaten  over  half  a-^zen  sev- 
eral subjects,  to  be  offered  by  him  the  accountantship  of  the 
branch  brank.  After  a  pause  of  a  full  half-minute,  I  said 
that  tlie  walk  was  one  in  which  I  had  no  experience  what- 
ever,— ^that  even  the  little  knowledge  of  figures  which  I  had 
acquired  at  school  had  been  suffered  to  fade  and  get  &m.  in 
my  mind,  from  want  of  practice,-Hind  tiiat  I  feared  I  would 
make  but  a  very  indifferent  accountant.  I  shall  undertake 
Ibr  yon,  said  Mr.  Boss,  and  do  my  best  to  assist  you.  All 
yoo  have  to  do  at  present  is  just  to  signify  your  acceptance 
of  1^  ofi^  made.  I  referred  to  die  yomig  man  who,  I  under^ 
stood,  had  been  already  nominated  accountant.  Mr.  Rosa 
stated  that,  being  wholly  a  stranger  to  him,  and  as  tlie  ofliee 
WBB  one  of  great  trust,  he  had,  as  the  responsible  party,  soogfat 
th6  security  of  a  guarantee,  which  the  gentleman  who  had  rec- 
ommended die  young  man  declined  to  give ;  and  so  his  rec- 
ommendation had  fall^  to  the  ground.  *^  But  /  can  give 
ydu  no  guarantee,"  I  said."  "  From  you,"  rejoined  Mr.  Rosa, 
^*  n<me  shall  ever  be  asked."  And  such  was  one  of  die  more 
special  Fhmdenees  of  my  life ;  for  why  should  I  give  it  a 
humbler  name  1 

in  a  few  days  after,  I  had  taken  leave  of  my  young  friend 
itf  good  hope,  and  was  tossing  in  an  old  and  somewhat  crazy 
coasting  vessel,  on  my  way  to  the  patent  bank  at  Edinburgh, 
to  receive  there  the  instructions  necessary  to  the  branch  ao- 
eountant.   I  had  wrought  as  an  operative  mason,  including 


k  as  A  joBniQrmtti,  iqp  tin  I  took  final  les^e  of  tin  mal- 
lei flDd  dnid,  I  never  knev  iHiaft  Hwm  toirants  ritfUia^; 
iLat  my  two  mieies,  m  j  grantfiiliwr,  and  tl»  Hiaaon  widi 
wham  I  served  1117  apfffentioediip, — all  workmg  men, — bad 
hadaaimilar  experience;  and  liisfc it iras tlie  ei^erieooeof 
mj  fttlier  alw.  I  cannot  doubt  tliat  deserving  mecAanieB 
nmjj  in  esoeptlooal  cases,  be  exposed  to  want ;  bat  I  can  as 
fiMle  doabt  that  tiie  cases  aife  exoep^onal,  and  likat  mnoh 
sf  the  snff^ing  of  the  dass  is  a  eonseqn^ioe  dtber  of  im- 
providenoe  on  the  part  of  the  competCTtly  skflled,  or  <^  a 
eoome  of  triffing  daring  l&e  term  of  apprentieediip,— ^^ute  ae 
eommon  as  trifling  at  8diooi,-«-4lmt  alin^  landi  liiose  who 
indidge  in  it  in  the  hapless  posilaon  of  the  inferior  workman. 
I  trast  I  mtkj  fbrther  add,  that  I  was  an  honest  meohanki  It 
w«a  ODB  of  llie  maxims  of  Ihide  James,  that  as  the  Jews,  re- 
stfieted  bjr  law  to  thdr  forty  stripes,  alwajs  fell  short  of  llie 
tegal  namb^  hj  one^  lest  tliey  should  hj  any  aeddent  exceed 
it,  so  a  working  man,  in  order  to  balance  any  distmrbfaig  e^ 
meat  of  selfiskn^ffii  in  his  dispositSon,  should  brii^  his  diarges 
tbf  woric  done,  slightly  but  sensibly  within  what  h«  deemed 
Ike  proper  marie,  and  so  give,  as  he  nsed  to  express  himself, 
his  ^enstomer  the  cast  of  the  baulk."  I  do  thkdc  I  acted  up 
to  the  maxim ;  and  that,  without  injuring  my  brcfther  wtn%* 
men  by  lowering  their  prices,  I  never  yet  charged  an  employ- 
er for  a  piece  of  work  that,  MAj  measured  and  valued,  wocdd 
not  be  rated  at  a  slightly  higher  sum  than  that  in  which  it 
stood  in  my  aeoonnt. 

i  had  quitted  Cromarty  for  the  sontii  lato  in  Nov<$mber,  and 
UnAid  atLefdion^  Meak  Dtoemb^  ttMHtting,  jnatto 


^  ^ea«^  a  tvttmcndoin  fltovm  of  wind  and  r^ 
^hieh,  had  i%  caugbb  tlw  smack  in  wfaioh  I  sailed  on  1^  Frilii, 
woQld  have  driven  tw  all  ba»k  to  FTaaerburgfa,  luid,  as  the 
vessel  wftshardljsea-wortlijal;  the  time,  pearfaaps  a  great  deal 
fiirther.  Tke  paasage  had  been  stormy ;  and  a  very  noble, 
but  rather  uasoeial  fellov^passeng^ — a  fine  spedmen  of  the 
golden  eaj[;l6-*-bad  be^i  sea-si<^  and  evidently  very  nnoom* 
fortable,  for  the  greats  part  of  the  way.  The  eagle  must  have 
been  aoou^med  to  motion  a  great  deal  more  rapkl  than 
that  of  the  vessel,  but  it  was  motion  of  a  di&rent  kind;  and 
eo  he  fared  as  persons  do  who  never  feel  a  qualm  when  hor- 
ded along  a  railway  at  the  rate  of  £>rty  miles  an  hour,  b«t 
who  yet  get  very  squeamii^  in  a  tosshig  boat,  that  erecps 
tbrou^  a  rough  sea,  at  a  speed  not  exeeeding,  in  the  ssmepe* 
iriod  of  time,  from  i&ar  to  five  knots.  Tke  day  pxtecediog  the 
•torm  was  leadei^bued  and  soml»re,  and  so  ealm,  that  thon^ 
the  littie  wind  diere  was  blew  the  right  way,  it  earned  us 
on,  fiK>m  Uie  first  light  of  morning,  when  we  found  ourselves 
abireaat  of  the  Bass,  to  only  near  Inohkeith ;  for  wben  m^ 
&U,  we  saw  t^  May  li^t  twinkling  dimly  far  astern,  and 
that  o(  the  lodi  rising  br^ht  and  high  right  ahead.  I  spent 
like  greater  part  of  the  day  on  deck,  marking,  as  they  came  into 
vieWy  the  various  objects,-*-hill,  and  island,  and  seaport  town, 
of  whidbi  I  had  lost  sight  nearly  ten  years  before ;  feeling,  the 
while,  not  without  some  craven  shrinkings,  that,  having  got  to 
tJibs  end,  in  the  journey  of  life,  of  one  very  definite  stage,  widi 
its  peculiar  scenery  and  sets  of  objects,  I  was  just  on  the  eve 
<»f  entering  upon  anotiier  stag^,  in  ^idi  the  scenery  and  ob- 
jects would  be  all  un&miliar  and  new.  I  was  now  two  years 
turned  of  thirty ;  and  though  I  could  not  hold  that  any  very 
g^^eat  amount  of  natural  endowment  was  essentially  necessary 
to  the  bank  accountant,  I  knew  that  most  men  turned  of  thirty 
ought  in  vain  attempt  acquiring  the  ability  even  of  heading  a 
pin' with  the  necessary  adroitness,  and  that  I  might  faiJ,  on  the 
same  principle,  to  pass  muster  as  an  accountant.  I  detest 
mined,  however,  obstinately  to  set  myself  to  acquire,  whatehrer 
jua^t  be  tibe  result ;  and  entered  £>]inburg^  in  aomdthii^ 


ipinte  in  the  •tawgdi  of  the  reiolQtkm,    I.had  1m»iiittod 
the  maousoript  of  mj  Itg^iarj  work,  several  months  before, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder ;  and  a$  be  was  now  on  terms,  in 
its  behalf^  with  Mr.  Adam  Black,  the  well-known  publisher,  I 
Uh^  the  liberty  of  waiting  on  him,  to  see  how  the  negotiation 
"was  speeding.    He  received  me  with  great  kindness ;  ho^it- 
ably  mged  that  I  diould  live  with  him  so  long  as  I  resided  in 
Ediabuigb,  in  his  noble  mansion,  the  Grange  House ;  and,  as 
an  induoementi  introduced  me  to  his  library,  full  duurged  with 
the  best  editions  of  the  best  authors,  and  enriched  with  many 
a  rare  volume  and  curious  manuscript.  '^  Here,"  he  said,'' Rob- 
ertson the  historian  penned  hb  last  work, — ^the  DisquuUUm; 
and  here^'^  opening  the  door  of  an  adjoining  room, ''  he  died." 
I,  of  course,  declined  the  invitation.    The  Grange  House,  wiUi 
its  books,  and  its  pictures,  and  its  hospitable  master,  so  rich 
in  anecdote,  and  so  full  of  the  literary  sympathies^  would  have 
b^en  no  plaee  for  a  poor  pupil^ux^ountant,  too  sure  that  he 
waa  to  be  stupid,  but  not  the  less  determined  <m  being  busy. 
Besides,  on  calling  immediately  after  at  the  bank,  I  found  tbat 
I  would  have  to  quit  Edinburgh  on  the  morrow  for  some 
country  agency,  in  which  I  might  be  initiated  into  the  system 
of  bodc-keeping  proper  to  a  branch  bank,  and  where  the  busi- 
ness transacted  would  be  of  a  kind  similar  to  what  might  be 
expected  in  Cromarty.    Sir  Thomas,  however,  kindly  got  Mr. 
Bhuik  to  meet  me  at  dinner ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  even- 
mg,  that  enterprising  bookseller  agreed  to  undertake  the  pub- 
lication of  my  work,  on  terms  which  the  nameless  author  of 
a  volume  somewhat  local  in  its  character,  and  very  local  in 
its  name,  might  well  r^ard  as  liberal, 

Linlithgow  was  the  place  fixed  on  by  the  parent  bank  as 
the  scene  of  my  initiation  into  the  mysteries  of  branch  bank- 
ing ;  and,  taking  my  passage  in  one  of  the  track-boats  which 
at  that  time  plied  on  the  Canal  between  Edinbuigh  and  Glas- 
gow, I  reached  the  fine  old  buigh  as  the  brief  winter  day  was 
coming  to  a  close,  and  was  seated  next  morning  at  my  desk,  not 
a  hundred  yards  from  the  spot  on  which  Hamilton  of  Bothwell- 
hai\gh  bad  tc^en  his  stand  when  he  shot  the  good  ]Reg<^t»    I, 
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^as,  as  I  bad  anticipated,  very  stupid ;  and  must  Iiare  looked, 
I  suppose,  even  more  obtuse  than  1  actually  was ;  for  my  tem- 
porary  superioi  tbe  agent,  baving  gone  to  Edinburgh  a  few  days 
after  my  arrival,  gave  expression,  in  the  head  bank,  to  the  con- 
viction that  it  would  be  in  vain  attempting  making  '^  yon  man" 
an  accountant.  Altogether  deficient  in  the  devemess  that  caa 
promptly  master  isolated  details,  when  in  ignorance  of  their 
bearing  on  the  general  scheme  to  which  they  belong,  I  could  lit- 
erally do  nothing  until  I  had  got  a  hold  of  the  system ;  which, 
locked  up  in  the  ponderous  tomes  of  the  agency,  for  some  little 
time  eluded  my  grasp.  At  length,  however,  it  gradually  un- 
rolled itself  before  me,  in  all  its  nice  proportions,  as  one  of 
perhaps  the  completest  foiins  of  "  book-keeping"  which  the  wit 
6f  man  has  yet  devised ;  and  I  then  found  that  the  detaiU 
which,  when  I  had  approached  them  as  if  from  the  outside, 
had  repulsed  and  beaten  me  back,  could,  like  the  outworks 
of  a  fortress,  be  commanded  from  the  centre  with  the  utmost 
ease.  Just  as  I  had  reached  this  stage,  the  r^ular  accountant 
of  the  branch  was  called  away  to  an  appointment  in  one  of 
the  joint  stock  banks  of  England ;  and  the  agent,  again  going 
ihto  Edinburgh  on  business,  left  me  for  the  greater  part  of  s 
day  in'dbrection  of  the  agency.  Little  more  liian  a  Ibrtnigfatr 
had  elapsed  since  he  had  given  his  unfavorable  verdict ;  and^ 
he  was  now  asked  how,  in  the  absence  of  the  accountant,  he 
could  have  got  away  from  his  charge.  He  had  left  me  in  the 
office,  he  said.  What!  the  Incompetent?  O,  that,  he  replied^ 
is  all  a  mistake ;  the  Incompetent  has  already  mastered  our 
system.  The  mechanical  abOity,  however,  came  but  slowly ; 
and  I  never  acquired  the  facility,  in  running  up  columns  of 
snmmations,  of  the  early  taught  accountant ;  though,  making 
up  by  diligence  what  I  wanted  in  speed,  I  found,  after  my 
first  few  weeks  of  labor  in  Linlithgow,  that  I  could  give,  aar 
of  old,  an  occasional  hour  to  literature  and  geology.  The 
proof-sheets  of  my  book  began  to  drop  in  upon  me,  demanding 
revision ;  and  to  a  quarry  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town, 
rich  in  the  organisms  of  the  Mountain  Limestone,  and  over- 
flown by  a  bed  of  basalt  so  regularly  columnar,  that  one  of  ^ho^ 
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legend  of  die  district  attributed  its  formatioii  to  the  '*  andent 
Pechts,*'  I  was  able  to  devote,  not  without  profit,  the  even- 
ings of  several  Saturdays.  I  formed,  at  this  time,  my  first 
acquaintanee  with  the  Paleozoic  shells,  as  they  occur  in  the 
rock, — an  acquaintance  which  has  since  been  extended  in  some 
measure  through  the  Silurian  deposits,  Upper  and  Lower ;  and 
these  diells,  though  marked,  in  the  immensely  extended  ages 
of  the  division  to  which  they  belong,  by  specific,  and  even 
generic  variety,  I  have  found  exhibiting  throughout  a  unique 
fiunily  type  or  pattern,  as  entirely  different  from  the  &mily 
type  of  the  Secondary  shells  as  both  are  different  from  the 
fiunily  types  of  the  Tertiary  and  the  existing  ones.  Each  of 
the  ^ree  great  periods  of  creation  had  its  own  peculiar  fash- 
ion ;  and  after  having  acquainted  myself  with  the  fi^hions  of 
the  second  and  third  periods,  I  was  now  peculiariy  interest- 
ed in  the  acquaintance  which  I  was  enabled  to  commence 
with  that  of  the  first  and  earliest  also.  I  found,  too,  in-a  bed- 
of  trap  beside  the  Edinburgh  road,  scarce  half  a  mile  to  the 
east  of  the  town,  numerous  pieces  of  carbonized  lignite,  which 
still  retained  the  woody  structure, — ^probably  the  broken  re- 
mains of  some  forest  of  the  Carboniferous  period,  enveloped 
in  some  ancient  lava  bed,  that  had  rolled  over  its  shrubs  and 
trees,  annihilating  all  save  the  fragments  of  charcoal,  which, 
locked  up  in  its  viscid  recesses,  had  resisted  the  agency  that  dis- 
sipated the  more  exposed  embers  into  gas.  I  had  found,  in  like 
manner,  when  residing  at  Conon^ide  and  Inverness,  fragments 
of  charcoal  locked  up  in  the  glassy  vedcular  stone  of  the  old 
vitrified  fbrts  of  Craig  Phadrig  and  Knock  Farril,  and  existing 
as  the  sole  representatives  of  the  vast  masses  of  fuel  which  must 
hove  been  employed  in  fusing  the  ponderous  walls  of  these 
unique  fortalices.  '  And  I  was  now  interested  to  find  exactly 
the  same  phenomena  among  the  mtrijied  rocks  of  the  Coal 
Measures.  Brief  as  the  days  were,  I  had  always  a  twilight 
hour  to  myself  in  Linlithgow ;  and  as  the  evenings  were  fine 
fi)r  the  season,  the  old  Royal  Park  of  the  place,  with  its  noble 
churdi,  its  massive  palace,  and  its  sweet  lake,  still  mottled 
by  the  hereditary  swans  whose  progenitors  had  saOed  oVar  its 
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^waters  in  the  days  when  James  IV.  worshipped  in  the  spectre 
aisle,  formed  a  delightful  place  of  retreat,  little  frequented  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  but  only  all  the  more  my  own 
in  consequence ;  and  in  which  I  used  to  feel  the  fatigue  of 
the  day's  figuring  and  calculation  drop  away  into  the  cool 
breezy  air,  like  cobwebs  from  an  unfolded  baimer,  as  I  climb- 
ed among  the  ruins,  or  sauntered  along  the  glassy  shores  of 
the  lodL  My  stay  at  Linlithgow  was  son^ewhat  prolonged^ 
by  the  removal,  first,  of  the  accountant  of  the  branch,  and  then 
of  its  agent,  who  was  called  south  to  undertake  the  manage- 
ment of  a  newly-erected  English  bank ;  but  I  lost  nothing  by 
the  delay.  An  admirable  man  of  business,  one  of  the  of&- 
cials  of  the  parent  bank  in  Edinburgh  (now  its  agent  in  Kir- 
caldy.  and  recently  provost  of  the  place),  was  sent  temporari- 
ly to  conduct  the  business  of  the  agency  ;  and  I  saw^  under 
him,  how  a  comparative  stranger  arrived  at  his  conclusions  re* 
specting  the  standing  and  solvency  of  the  various  customem 
with  whom,  in  behalf  of  the  parent  institute,  he  was  called  on 
to.deaL  And,  finally,  my  brief  term  of  apprenticeship  ex- 
pired,— about  two  months  in  all, — I  returned  to  Cromarty  ; 
ax)d,  as  the  opening  of  the  agency  there  waited  only  my  ar- 
rival, straightway  commenced  my  new  course  as  an  account- 
ants My  minister,  when  he  first  saw  me  seated  at  the  desk^ 
pronounced  me  ''  at  length  fairly  caught ;"  and  I  must  oon&ss 
I  did  feel  as  if  mj  latter  days  were  destined  to  differ  from  my 
earlier  ones,  well  nigh  as  much  as  those  of  Peter  of  old,  who, 
when  he  was  ''young,  girded  himself  and  walked  whither  he 
would,  but  who,  when  old,  was  girded  hj  others,  and  carried 
whither  he  would  not." 

Two  long  years  had  to  pass  from  this  time  ere  my  young 
friend  and  I  could  be  united, — ^for  such  were  the  terms  on 
which  we  had  to  secure  the  consent  of  her  mother ;  but, 
with  our  union  in  the  vista,  we  could  meet  more  freely  than 
before;  and  the  time  passed  not  unpleasantly  away.  For 
the  first  six  months  of  my  new  employment,  I  found  myself 
unable  to  make  my  old  use  of  the  leisure  hours  which,  I 
found,  I  could  still  command.  There  was  nothii:^  very  ia- 
22 


ttilaohul,  IB  tbe  bi^ifir  sense  of  tlie  teem,  i&  zeeordlii^  Um 
bank's  trsosseUoaa,  or  in  summing  up  eolamns  of  %iires,  or 
in  doing  business  over  the  counter ;  and  yet  the  &tigue  indiieed 
ma  a  iotigaey  not  of  sinew  and  muade,  but  of  nerve  and  beaia^ 
jvbidi,  if  k  did  not  quite  disqnalif j  tne  lor  my  fcrmer  mtel- 
liolaal  amuaemsDts,  at  least  greatly  diginclined  me  toiraids 
ttean,  aad  rendered  me  a  conaiderabiy  more  md<toiit  sort  of 
pumau  than  either  before  or  since.  It  is  asserted  by  artists  of 
ju^fiminaHng  eye,  that  the  human  hand  bears  an  expreniou 
atastped  upon  it  by  the  general  character,  as  sarelj  as  the  faa> 
man  &ob  ;  and  I  certainly  used  to  be  struck,  during  this  traa^ 
aitioa  period,  by  the  rdaxed  and  idle  expression  that  had  on 
tfaa  sudden  been  assumed  by  mine.  And  the  dackened  hands 
sapresented,  I  too  surely  lelt,  a  slackened  mind.  The  ubib- 
t^lix^^ial  toils  of  the  laboring  man  have  been  oocasioDally 
nprosented  as  less  fiivorable  to  mental  cultivation  than  the 
aami*iBteUectual  employmento  <^  that  dass  immediatelj  above 
him,  to  which  our  darks,  shopmen,  and  humbler  aeeountanli 
belong ;  but  it  will  be  found  that  exactly  the  reverse  is  the 
oaae,  and  that,  though  a  obtain  conventioiial  gentility  of  man* 
Bar  and  appearance  oa  the  side  of  the  somewhat  higher  class 
may  aerve  to  conoeal  the  &ct,  it  is  on  the  part  of  the  hibot*^ 
ing  man  that  the  real  advantage  lies.  The  mercantile  acooont- 
ant  or  iBwdaiic,  bent  over  his  desk,  his  Acuities  coBcentrat* 
ad  on  his  columns  of  figures,  or  on  the  pages  which  be  has 
been  /oarefiiUy  engrossing,  and  unable  to  proceed  one  step  in 
his  work  without  devoting  to  it  all  his  attention,  is  in  greatly 
less  fiivorable  circumstances  than  the  plou^man  or  operative 
medianic,  whose  mind  is  free  though  lis  body  labors,  «id  who 
thus  fin^  in  the  very  rudeness  of  his  employments,  a  eom- 
ponsation  for  their  humble  and  laborious  diaracter.  And  it 
will  be  found  that  the  humbler  of  the  two  daases  is  much  more 
laxgdy  represented  in  our  literature  than  the  dassby  one  degree 
less  humble.  Ranged  against  the  poor  derk  of  Nottingham, 
Henry  Kirke  White,  and  the  still  more  habeas  EdiBburgh  ea* 
grossiBg  dork,  Eobert  Teiguson,  with  a  very  few  others,  we  find 
in  o]^  literature  a  numaroua  and  vigorous  phalsBT,  ooaiyoaed 
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<yf  men  8a«li  as  tlie  Ayrsd^re  Ploti^famaii,  the  Eetriok  Slt^pfaevd, 
t^  Fife^ire  Foresters,  the  sailors  Dampier  and  FaIeo&er,«— 
Bonyan,  Bloomfield,  Ramsay,  Tannafaill,  Alexander  Wilsofi, 
John  QiBre,  Allan  Canningh«n,  and  Ebenezer  EltiODt  An^  I 
^m  tasof^t  at  this  time  to  reoognice  A9  simple  pinncipifi^  on 
irhioh  tiie  greater  ad^rantages  lie  on  the  side  of  liie  hnmbler 
dass.  Gradually,  however,  as  I  became  more  inm^  to  a  se> 
dentary  life,  my  mind  reeovered  its  spring,  md  my  old  tfMH^ 
retnmed  of  ^nploying  my  leisare  hours,  as  beibre,  kt  iifteilee»> 
tual  exertion.  Meanwhile  my  l^endary  volittne  issned'  fl^m 
ike  press,  and  was,  wi^  a  few  exceptions,  yery  fttvorabiy  r^ 
oeaved  by  the  eritics.  Leigh  Hunt  gave  it  a  kind  and  gtsniai 
Botiee  in  his  Jimmal ;  it  was  characterized  by  Ri»ber(>  €lientt^ 
bero  not  less  £ivorably  in  his  ;  and  Dr.  Hetherington,  the  lb- 
tnre  hntorkm  of  the  Churdi  <^  Scotland  and  of  the  WetAminst^ 
AssemMy  of  Divines, — ^at  liial;  time  a  licentiate  of  die  Chimslf, 
•*«iiiade  it  the  snbjeet  of  an  elaborate  and  very  friendly  criti^ui^ 
in  the  Preibyterianr  Review.  Nor  was  I  less  gratified  by  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  spoken  of  by  the  late  Baron  Hnme,  life 
nephew  and  residuary  l^atee  of  dlie  hisloriAn,--^lms($lf  very 
mudi  a  critic  of  (te  old  school, — ^in  a  note  to  a  n<^HlM9^mifry 
friend.  He  described  itas  a  work  ^  written  in  an  Etiglkfe  style 
winch-'  he  *^  had  b^un  to  r^ard  as  one  of  the  lost.artt?^  -  Btit 
it  attamed  to  no  great  popularity.  For  being  popukfr,  ltd 
mljeets  were  too  local,  and  its  treatment  of  them  perhaj^  to& 
quiet  My  puMishers  tell  me,  however,  thsit  it  not  only  ^to^ 
Unnes  to  sell,  but  moves  off  considerably  h^^set  ih  its  lalter 
editions  than  it  did  oni  its  first  appearance. 

1^  branch  bank  fumi^ed  me  with  an  entin^y  new  atod^  cn^ 
rknis  field  of  observation,  and  formed  a  very  admirable  school; 
For  the  cultivation  of  a  shrewd  common  sense,  a  bdnk  office 
is  one  of  perhaps  the  best  schools  in  ^  world.  Mere  clever- 
ness serves  often  only  to  befool  its  possessor.  He  gets  en»- 
tanked  among  hie  own  ingenuities,  and  is  caught  as  in  a  net. 
But  ingenuitaes,  plausibilities,  q>ecial  pleadings,  all  that  make- 
the  stnmp-orator  great,  must  be  brushed-  a^de  by  the  banker; 
The  ^fomeivm  witit  Urn  comes  always  to  be  a  sternly  nafted 


43H        wr  WBOois  13XD  BoaocfuumnsBBi 

OttOft    h,  or  k  not^  He a  penon  fit  to  be  trusted  witii 

tbe  bank's  mooey  1  b  bi»  tense  of  moiietarj  obligation  nice, 
or  obtwe  1  Is  bis  judgment  good,  or  the  contrary  ?  Are  lus 
^>eeiilAtioD8sonnd,  or  precarious  1  What  are  bis  resources  ? — 
vbat  bis  liabilities?  Isbe&cileinlendiiB^theuseofhisname? 
Does  be  float  on  wind  bllls^  as  boys  s wn  on  bladders  1  or  is 
bis  paper  representative  of  only  real  business  transactions  1 
Bach  are  the  topics  wbidi,  in  tbe  recesses  of  his  own  mind,  the 
banker  is  called  on  to  discuss ;  and  be  must  discuss  them,  not 
mtrdy  plausibly  or  ii^eniously,  but  solidly  and  truly ;  seeiog 
that  error,  bowcTcr  illustrated  or  adorned,  or  however  capable 
of  being  bnlliantly  defended  in  speech  or  pamphlet,  is  sure  air 
ways  with  him  to  take  the  form  of  pecuniary  loss.  My  supe- 
rior in  the  agency — ^Mr.  Ross^  a  good  and  honorable-minded 
man,  of  sense  and  experience — ^was  admirably  fitted  for  cal- 
culatiosis  <^  this  kind ;  and  I  learned,  both  in  his  behalf^  and 
from  the  pleasure  which  I  derived  from  the  exercise,  to  take 
no  little  interest  in  them  also.  It  was  agreeable  to  mark  the 
ntoral  effects  of  a  well  conducted  agency  such  as  his.  How- 
ever humbly  hon.esty  and  good  sense  may  be  rated  in  the  great 
world  generally,  they  always,  when  united,  bear  premium  in  a 
judidously-managed  bank  office.  It  was  intere»tiug  enou|^ 
too,  to  see  quiet  silent  men,  like  ^'  honest  ^Farmer  Flambm^gb," 
getting  wealthy,  mainly  because,  though  void  of  display,  tbey 
were  not  wanting  in  integrity  and  judgment ;  and  dever,  un- 
scrupulous fellows,  like  '^  Ephraim  Jenkinson,"  who  ^^  8|)oke 
to  good  purpose,"  becommg  poor,  very  much  because,  with 
all  their  smartness,  they  lacked  sense  and  prmciple.  It  was 
wortby  of  being  noted,  too,  that  in  looking  around  from  aoy 
peculiar  point  of  view  on  the  agricultuial  classes,  I  firand  tb^ 
&rmers,  on  really  good  farms,  usually  thriving,  if  not  the|n^ 
selves  in  fiiult,  however  high  their  rents;  and  that,  on  tbe 
other  hand,  farmers  on  sterile  farms  were  not  thriving,  how- 
ever moderate  the  demands  of  the  b^dlord.  It  was  mo^e 
melancholy,  but  not  less  instructive,  to  learn,  from  authori* 
taes  whose  evidence  could  not  be  questioned, — ^bills  pai4  by 
ffinaU  instalments,  or  lying  under  proteiisk,— *tbat  the  anu|I]r 


fiitm  fiystem,  m  exdtJkfAtin  apast  age,  was  getting  rM^bi^'titt. 
suited  for  the  enetgeCie  o(topetiti<m  of  the  pre^nt  one:  attA 
tJnt  tlie  ^maU  tetners — a  comparatively  comfortable  daea 
some  sixty  or  eighty  yeM*s  before,  who  used  to  give  doweri^fr 
to  their  daughters,  and  leave  wdl-$rt!Ocked  farms  to  their  soti»-^ 
were  fidling  intx)  straitened  drcmnstances,  and  becoming;  how- 
ever respectable  elsewhere,  not  very  good  men  in  the  batik. 
It  was  interesting,  too,  to  mark  the  character  and  <aapibflit?es 
of  the  various  branches  of  trade  carried  on  in  the  place, — ^how 
the  business  of  its  shop-keepers  fell  alwa3rs  into  a  very  fbw 
hands,  leaving  to  the  greater  number,  possessed,  apparently,  of 
the  same  advantages  as  their  thriving  compeers,  only  a  mere 
show  of  custom, — ^how  precarious  in  its  nature  the  fishing  trade 
always  is,  eiq)ecially  the  herring  fishery,  not  more  from  the  un- 
certainty of  the  fishings  themselves,  than  from  the  fiuctnatSons 
of  the  markets, — and  how  in  the  pork  trade  of  the  place  a 
judicious  use  of  the  bank^s  money  enabled  the  curers  to  trade 
virtually  on  a  doubled  capital,  and  to  realize,  with  the  deduc- 
tion of  the  bank  discounts,  doubled  profits.  In  a  few  month* 
my  acquaintance  with  the  character  and  circumstances  of  the 
business  men  of  the  district  became  tolerably  extensive,  and 
essentially  correct ;  and  on  two  sevei'al  occasions,  when  my 
sQperior  left  me  for  a  time  to  conduct  the  entire  business  of 
the  agency,  I  was  fortunate  enough  not  to  discount  fbr  him  a 
single  bad  bill.  The  implicit  condddence  reposed  in  me  by  so 
good  and  sagacious  a  man  was  certainly  quite  enough  of  it- 
self to  set  me  on  my  metaL  Tliere  was,  however,  at  least  one 
item  in  my  calculations  in  which  I  almost  always  found  my- 
self incorrect :  I  found  I  could  predict  every  bankruptcy  in 
the  district;  but  I  usually  fell  short  from  ten  to  eighteen 
monliis  of  the  period  m  which  tlie  event  actually  took  place. 
I  oovdd  pretty  nearly  determine  the  time  when  the  difficulties 
and  entanglements  which  I  saw  oupht  to  have  produced  their 
proper  effects,  and  landed  in  failure ;  but  I  missed  taking  into 
account  the  desperate  efforts  which  men  of  energetic  tempera- 
ment make  in  such  circumstances,  and  which,  to  the  signal 
bgaarj  of  thdr  friends  and  die  loss  of  their  cr^tors,  succeed 
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the  Mhool  of  the  brandii  bank  wae  a  very  admirable  school ; 
aod  I  profiled  to  &r  bj  ite  teaohiBga^  that  when  queelioiis  co»- 
neeted  with  bsnkiiig  ore  foroed  on  the  notiee  of  the  pahlie^ 
aad  my  brodier  editora  hftve  to  apply  for  artidea  <m  the  aab- 
jeet  to  Utorary  baiiken,  I  find  I  can  write  my  baDkiag  artiid^ 
farmjaekL 

Ibe  aeaooPB  paaaed  by ;  the  two  years  of  probation  eaoae  to 
a  doee,  like  all  that  had  gone  before ;  and  alter  a  long,  and,  in 
iti  earlier  stages,  anxioos  eenrtship  of  in  all  &¥%  years,  1  re^ 
oeived  from  the  hand  of  Mr.  Ross  that  c^my  young  friend,  in 
her  mother's  house,  and  was  united  to  her  by  my  minister,  Mr. 
Stewart  And  then,  setting  out,  immediately  after  the  cere- 
mony, for  the  southern  side  of  the  Moray  Frith,  we  spent  two 
happy  days  together  in  Elgin  ;  and,  under  the  guidance  of  one 
of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  the  place, — ^my  kind  friend 
Mr.  Isaac  Forsyth, — ^visited  the  more  interesting  objects  oon- 
nected  with  the  town  or  its  neighlM»'hood.  He  introduced  n» 
to  the  Elgin  Cathedral ; — ^to  the  Teritable  John  Shanks,  the 
eocentric  keeper  of  the  building,  who  could  never  hear  of  the 
Wolf  of  Badenodi,  who  had  burnt  it  four  hundred  years  be- 
fore, without  flying  into  a  rage,  and  becoming  what  the  dead 
man  would  have  deemed  libellous ; — ^to  the  font,  too,  under  a 
dripping  yault  of  ribbed  stone,  in  which  an  insane  mother  used 
to  sing  to  sleep  the  poor  iu£mt,  who,  aft^wards  becoming 
Lieutenant-General  Anderson,  built  for  poor  paupers  like  his 
mother,  and  poor  children  such  as  be  himself  had  once  been, 
the  princely  institution  which  bears  his  name.  And  then,  after 
passing  from  the  stone  font  to  the  institntion  itself  wUh  its 
happy  children,  and  its  very  unhc^py  old  men  and  w<»nen, 
Mr.  Forsyth  conveyed  us  to  the  pastoral,  semi-Highland  valley 
of  Pluscardine,  with  its  beautiful  wood-embosomed  priory, — 
one  of  perhaps  the  finest  and  most  symmetrical  specimens  of 
the  unornamented  Gothic  of  the  times  of  Alexander  IL  to  be 
seen  anywhere  in  Scotland.  Finally,  after  passing  a  delight- 
ful evening  at  his  hospitable  board,  and  meeting,  among  other 
guests,  my  friend  Mr.  Patrick  Dufl^ — ^the  author  of  the  ^^  Greo- 
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logf  €ff  Moray," — I  returned  with  myftnaiginfe  to~Gro* 
martj,  and  fonnd  her  mother,  Mr.  Roes,  Mr.  Stewart,  and  a 
party  of  friends,  waiting  for  us  in  the  house  which  my  &ther 
had  built  for  himself  forty  years  b^re,  but  wUoh  it  lad  been 
his  destiny  never  to  inhabit.  It  fermed  our  home  for  the  three 
following  years.  The  subjoined  yerses, — ^prose,  I  suspect^ 
rather  than  poetry, — ^for  the  mood  in  which  they  were  written 
was  too  earnest  a  one  to  be  imaginatiye,  I  introduce,  aarepre* 
sentative  of  my  feelings  at  this  time :  tiliey  were  written  pre- 
Tious  to  my  marriage,  on  one  o£  the  blank  pages  of  a  pock<&t- 
Bible,  with  which  I  presented  my  future  wife :— • 

go  LYDIA. 

Lydla,  iinee  ill  by  sordid  gift 

Were  love  like  mine  expressed, 
Take  Heaven^s  best  boon,  tbis  Sa<7ed  Book, 

From  bim  wbo  loves  tbee  best 
Lore  strong  m  thai  I  bear  to  thee, 

Were  sure  unaptly  told 
By  dying  flowers,  or  lifeless  gems, 

Or  soul-ensnaring  gold. 

I  kOfOw  HwM  He  who  fonned  this  heut 

Who  seeks  this  heart  to  guide ; 
For  why  ?— He  bids  me  love  tbee  more 

Than  all  on  earth  beside.* 
Tes,  Lydta,  bids  me  deave  to  theo, 

As  long  this  heart  lias  cleaved : 
Would,  dearest,  that  His  other  laws 

Were  half  so  well  received  I 

Foil  aiaoy  a  change,  my  only  love, 

On  human  life  attends ; 
And  at  the  cold  sepulchral  stone 

Th*  nne^tain  vista  ends. 
How  belt  to  bear  each  varlow  Chanffs, 

Should  weal  or  woe  befoll, 
To  love,  live,  die,  this  Sacred  Book, 

Lydia,  it  tells  us  all. 


*  *^  For  this  cause  shall  a  man  leave  father  and  mother,  and  shall  cleave  to  his 
#tfe ;  and  they  twain  shall  be  one  flesh." 
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To  atb  all  ualmowii; 
But  aare  we  ataad  m  broader  muk 

Than  fliey  who  stand  done. 
Oac  kio«a  U  att:  aot  Hla  an  egfie^ 

Lite  otuBiObacQred  and  dim ; 
And  knowing  na,  He  gires  thia  bockf 

Thai  we  may  know  of  Him. 

Hla  worda,  my  lore,  aie  gradoofl  wordi^ 

And  graciona  thoagbts  ezpreaa : 
He  eai«ae*en  Ibr  each  Dtfle  bird 

Ibnt  wtafi  fhe  blue  abym 
or  eoiring  waata  and  woea  He  tboogbt. 

Ere  want  or  woe  began; 
And  took  to  Bim  a  human  heart, 

That  He  migbt  liMl  Ibr  man. 

Then  O,  my  frrt,  1^  only  l0T«i 

The  Undlieat,  dearest,  beet  1 
On  Htan  may  all  oar  hopea  repoaer* 

On  Him  oar  wisbea  rest. 
Hia  be  the  fatore's  doabtfol  day. 

Let  Joy  or  grief  beCdl: 
In  life  or  death,  in  weal  or  woe^ 
Onr  God,  oar  gaidei  oar  aU. 


<w^  SUB  mxmr  at  xr  M»vQAxim.        4»9 


CHAPTEB  XXIV. 


<«Lif6  Is  ft  dnoDft  of  ft  few  brief  acis; 
The  actors  shift,  the  scene  Is  often  chan^d, 
Pftuses  and  revolatSons  iatenrtnei, 
The  mind  is  set  to  manf  a  varied  tone. 
And  Jan  and  plajrs  in  hamonf  by  tttms." 

Albkahsbe  BBTHom. 

Tbouoh  my  wife  continued,  after  our  marriage,  to  teach  s 
few  pupUs,  the  united  earnings  of  the  household  did  not  much 
exceed  a  hundred  pounds  per  annum, — not  quite  so  large  a 
sum  as  I  had  used  to  think  it  a  few  jears  before ;  and  so 
I  set  myself  to  try  whether  I  could  not  turn  my  leisure  hours 
to  some  account,  by  writing  for  the  periodicals.  My  old  in- 
abOity  of  pressing  for  work  continued  to  be  as  embarrassing  as 
ever,  and,  save  for  a  chance  engagement  of  no  very  promising 
kind,  whidi  presented  itself  to  me  unsolicited  about  this  time, 
I  might  have  Med  in  procuring  the  employment  which  I 
sought.  An  ingenious  self-taught  mechanic, — the  late  Mr. 
John  Mackay  WUson  of  Berwick-on-Tweed, — after  making 
good  his  upward  way  from  his  original  place  at  the  composi- 
tor's frame,  to  the  editorship  of  a  provincial  paper,  started,  in 
the  beginning  of  1835,  a  weekly  periodical,  consistingof  ^  Bor- 
der Tales,"  which,  as  he  possessed  the  story-telling  ability, 
met  with  considerable  success.  He  did  not  live,  however,  to 
complete  the  first  yearly  volume ;  the  forty-ninth  weekly  num- 
ber mtimaled  his  death ;  bat  as  the  publicati<Hi  had  been  a 


not  mprofitable  one,  the  pdbluli^  resolved  on  canykig  lion ; 
aad  h  wftB  sUted  in  a  brief  notice,  which  embodied  a  few  par* 
ticiilan  of  Mr.  Wilson's  biography,  that,  his  materials  being  un- 
exhausted, "'  tales  yet  untold  lay  in  res^re,  to  keep  alive  his 
memory."  And  in  the  name  of  Wilson  the  publication  was 
kept  up  £ar,  I  believe,  five  years.  It  reckoned  anuHig  its  oon- 
tributers  the  two  Bethunes,  John  and  Alexander,  and  the  late 
Professor  Gillespie  of  St  Andrew's,  with  several  othor  writers, 
none  of  whom  seem  to  have  been  indebted  to  any  original  mat^ 
ter  collected  by  its  first  editor ;  and  I,  who,  at  the  publisher's 
request,  wrote  for  it,  during  the  first  year  of  my  marriage,  tales 
enoi^  to  fiU  an  ordinary  volume,  had  certiunly  to  provide  all 
my  materials  for  mysel£  The  whole  brought  me  about  twenty- 
five  pounds, — a  considerable  addition  to  the  previous  hundred 
and  odds  of  the  household,  but,  for  the  work  done,  as  inadequate 
a  remuneraticm  as  ever  poor  writer  got  in  the  dagrs  of  Grub 
Street,  liy  talesi  however,  tiiough  an  English  critic  did  me 
the  hoDor  of  selecting  one  of  them  as  the  best  in  the  m<mthl  j 
part  in  which  it  appeared,  were  not  in  the  highest  order;  it 
took  a  great  deal  of  writing  to  earn  the  three  guineas,  which 
were  the  stipulated  wages  ler  filling  a  weekly  number ;  and 
though  poor  Wilson  may  have  beai  a  fine  enoi^h  fellow  m. 
Us  way,  one  had  no  great  encouragemoit  to  do  one's  very  best^ 
in  order  to  ^  keep  alive  his  memory."  In  all  such  matters^ 
according  to  Sir  Walter  Seott  and  tiie  old  pioverb,  ^every 
hiring  should  hang  by  its  own  head." 

I  can  8how,however,  that  at  least  one  oi  my  ecmtribotions 
Jidgda  Wilson  some  little  credit.  In  the  perilous  atteanpt: 
to  bring  out,  in  the  dramatic  fonn,  the  charaeters  of  two  of 
cur  national  poets, — ^Bums  and  Feigusson,— I  wiote  for  the 
't  Tales"  a  series  of  ''  Recolleeticm^"  drawn  ostenribly  firom 
the  n^i^nory  of  one  who  had  heea  personally  acquainted  wUh 
them  both,  but  in  reality  based  on  my  own  coiic^>tioi]s  of 
the  men^  as  exhibited  in  their  lives  and  writii^s.  And  in 
an  elaborate  life  of  Jergusson,  lately  published,  I  find  a  bor* 
rowed  extract  frcmi  my  contributzon,  and  an  agprovu^  ret' 
erence  t^  the  wlM>le^  coupled  witk  a  ji^eoe  of  infoqnatien  %»n 
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tireljnewtome.  **  These  BecoUeetions,'^  says  the  biographer, 
^  are  truly  interesting  and  touching,  imd  were  the  resuit  of 
varioua  commnnicationa  made  to  Mr,  Wilaan,  whose  pains*- 
taking  researches  I  haye  had  frequent  occasion  to  yeiify  in  the 
eourse  of  my  own."  Alas,  no !  Poor  Wilson  was  more  than 
a  twehrem<Hi1b  in  his  grave  ere  the  idea  of  producing  theee 
^Beeollections'^  first  stmek  tiie  writer, — a  person  to  whom 
no^conmiunieations  on  "die  subject  were  ever  made  by  any 
one,  and  who,  miassisted  save  by  dne  of  the  biographies  of 
the  poet, — that  in  CSiambers'  ^  liyes  of  Illustrions  Soctanen," 
—wrote  full  two  hundred  miles  from  the  scene  of  his  sad 
and  brief  career.  Hie  same  individual  who,  in  Mr.  Wil- 
son's  behalf,  is  so  complimentary  to  my  ^  pains4ak]ng  re* 
search,'*  is,  I  find,  very  severe  on  one  of  Fei^usscm's  previous 
biographers, — die  scholarly  Dr.  Irving,  author  of  the  Life  of 
Buchanan,  and  die  lives  of  the  older  Soottish  Poets, — a 
gentleman  who,  whatever  his  estimate  of  the  poor  poet  may 
have  been,  would  have  spared  no  labor  m  elucidating  the 
▼arioas  incidents  wMdi  composed  his  history.  The  man  of 
research  is  roughly  treated,  and  a  compliment  awarded  to  the 
^ligence  of  the  man  of  none.  But  it  is  always  tbm  widi 
Fame. 

^  Some  she  disgraced,  and  some  with  honors  crownM ; 
Unlike  raoeeases  eqnul  merito  fbmid : 
So  iMr  blind  siator,  flcUe  Foftniie,  refgnsi 
And,  undisceming,  scatters  crowns  and  dMins.** 

In  the  memoir  of  John  Bethnne  by  his  brother  Alexander, 
the  reader  is  told  that  he  was  much  depressed  and  disap- 
pointed, about  a  twelvemonth  or  so  previous  to  his  decease, 
by  the  rejection  of  several  of  his  stories  in  succession,  which 
were  returned  to  him,  ^  with  an  editor's  sentence  of  death 
passed  upon  them."  I  know  not  whether  it  was  by  the  edi* 
tor  of  the  ^Tales  of  the  Borders"  that  sentence  in  the  case  was 
passed ;  but  I  know  he  sentenced  some  of  mine,  which  were, 
I  dare  say,  not  very  good,  though  well  nigh  equal,  I  thought, 
to  most  of  his  own.  Instead,  however,  of  yi^ing  to  de- 
ynsulpn,  like  poor  Betfaune,  I  simjdy  resolved  to  write  for 
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Um  no  move;  and  «tniightw»y  made  an  ofer  of  my  afci  viees 
to  Mr.  Robert  Chambers,  by  whom  tbey  were  aeoeptad;  and 
during  the  two  following  years  I  oocasioBally  emtribated  to 
his  JmrMal^  on  gteatiy  more  libo^  terms  Hum  those  on  whidi 
I  had  kborad  for  the  odier  psriodieB],  and  wifb  my  none 
attadied  to  my  several  articles.  I  mostbe  permitied  to  svaQ 
myself  of  liie  present  opportunity  of  admowledgi^  the  kind^ 
ness  of  Mr.  Qiambers.  lliere  is  perhqw  no  other  writer  ef 
the  piusttit  dsy  who  has  done  so  mndi  to  eneonrage  stmg- 
gttng  talent  as  tins  gentienuuL  I  have  for  many  yean  ob- 
serred^  liiat  paMieationB,  howeyer  obscure,  in  iMsAi  he  folds 
an^  really  pnloBWorthy,  are  secure  always  of  getting,  in  hb 
widdy-eircniated  periodical,  a  kind  approving  w<nd, — th^his 
cittioiams  inrariably  bear  the  stamp  <Mf  a  b^tevolent  natme, 
which  expmences  more  of  fdeasure  in  the  leoogmtion  <^  m^ft 
than  in  the  detection  ci  defect, — that  Ins  kmdness  does  not 
st(^  witii  these  ebeering  nodoes,  for  he  fods  time,  in  file 
coarse  of  a  very  busy  life,  to  write  many  a  note  d  enoonrago- 
ment  and  adyiee  to  obscure  men  in  whom  he  reoc^nizes  a 
sfnrit  superior  to  their  condition, — and  that  the  compositieas 
of  writara  of  tlna  meritorioiis  class,  when  submitted  to  Mm 
editorially,  rarely  foil,  if  really  suitable  for  his  journal,  to  fold 
a  place  in  it,  or  to  be  remunerated  on  a  scsle  that  invsriaUy 
bears  reference  to  the  viahie  of  the  oommwticatioiM, — not  to 
the  circumstances  of  tlieir  autbors. 

lean  scarce  speak  <^my  contributions  to  the  periodicals  at 
tins  time  as  forming  any  part  of  my  education.  I  acquired,  in 
tlmr  compomtion,  a  somewhat  readier  command  of  the  penflian 
beim ;  but  they ,  of  course,  tendered  rather  to  tiie^Bssipatifm  <^ 
previoQS  stories  than  to  the  aocumulalkn  of  new  ones :  nor  did 
they  give  exercise  to  those  high^  fooidtiee  of  mind  whieli  I 
deemed  it  most  my  interest  to  cultivate.  Myreal  educatiottat 
the  time  was  that  in  whioh  i  was  gradually  becoming  initiated 
behind  the  bank«counter,  as  my  experience  of  tlte  bnsiness  of 
the  district  ^(tended ;  and  that  in  which  I  contrived  to  pieknp 
in  my  lekure  evenings  along  <^  shores.  A  ridh  iQhtiiy<^itie 
deposit  of  tiie  Old  Bed  fiaadstone  lies,  at  I  have  ahPeady  am^ 
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vithin  less  tbaa  half  a  mile  of  the  town  of  CrcNOMurtj ;  and 
whea  fatigued  with  my  caloulations  in  the  bank,  I  used  to 
find  it  delightful  relaxati<m  to  lay  open  its  fish  by  seores,  and  to 
study  their  peculiarities  as  exhibited  in  their  yarious  states  of 
k«eping>untill  at  length  becameable  to  determine  ikm  mreni 
genera  and  iqpeeies  fran  even  the  minutest  fiagm^nte.  The 
number  of  ichthyolites  whieh  that  deposit  <^  itself  touhed^-—* 
a  patch  little  mwe  thanforty  yards  square, — seemedaltogether 
astonishing:  ItsuppliedmewithspedmoMiatalmosteinaryTbit, 
for  ten  years  together;  nor,  tiiough,  after  I  left  Giomarty  fiir 
EdiiAiu^h,  it  was  often  eiqplored  by  geologic  tourists,  and  by  a 
few.  cttltivators  of  sdenoe  in  the  place,  was  it  wh<^y  exhansled 
for  ten  years  more.  Theganoidsofthe  second  age  of  yertebnto 
existence  must  have  congregated  as  thidtly  upon  that  upot  m 
the  times  oi  the  Lower  Old  Bed  Sandstone,  as  herrii^  evear 
do  now,  in  their  season,  on  the  best  fishing*banksof  Outhness 
or  the  Moray  Frith.  I  was  for  some  time  greatly  punled  in 
my  attempts  to  restore  these  aiicient  fishes,  by  the  peculiari* 
ti^  of  theur  organization.  It  was  in  vain  I  examined  every 
species  oi  fish  caught  by  the  fishermen  of  the  place,  from  the 
dc^^^h  and  the  skate,  to  the  herring  and  the  madLcrel.  I 
could  find  in  our  recent  fishes  no  such  scales  of  enamelled  bone 
as  those  which  had  covered  the  JHpiaians  and  the  Ceheaniki; 
and  no  such  plate-encased  animals  as  the  various  spedes  of 
Coccosteus  or  Pierichtkya.  On  the  other  hand,  witibi  the  ex^ 
c^ion  of  a  double  line  of  vertebral  processes  in  the  Cceeoi- 
teuay  I  could  find  in  the  ancient  fishes  no  internal  skeleton: 
they  had  apparently  worn  all  their  bones  outside,  where  the 
cmstaceans  wear  th^  shells,  and  were  furnished  inside  wkh 
bi|t  frameworks  of  perishable  cartilage. .  It  seemed  somewhat 
st^aoge,  too,  that  the  geolo^^ts  who  oocamonally  came  my  way, 
^--eorne  of  them  men  of  emmence,— seemed  to  know  even  less 
about  my  Old  Bed  fishes  and  their  peculiarities  of  structwre^ 
than  I  did  myself  I  had  represented  the  various  i^>eeies  ol 
the  d^K)sit  simply  by  namerals,  which  not  a  few  of  the  speci* 
mens  of  my  collection  still  retain  on  their  &ded  labels ;  and 
waited  on  nntil  someone  should  come  the  w»y  leanrndenoiiih 
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to  nibilltiite  ^oft  my  pfovisioiial  figures,  wovds  by  iHiieh  to 
dwigMte  tliem ;  but  the  neeesmry  learning  seemed  iraating, 
end  I  stlengthcsmetofindtkttlkidgoiinioafcrrvMm^ 
niia  in  llie  geok^csl  field,  ikb  greater  portkm  d  yfAnse  ot- 
gttnsms  were  still  nneonneeted  wHli  IminaB  kngvage.  Tliey 
ksd  no  repfesentatire  among  tlie  vocables. 

I  firmed  my  first  imperfeot  ae^piamtanee  intik  Ike  reeent 
gaaotdsl  fidws  in  19M,  from  a  pemsal  of  1^  late  Dr.  Hlb- 
bert's  paper  on  llie  depont  of  Bordieboase,  i^ioh  I  owed  to 
Ibekiadnesi  of  Mr.  George  Anderson.  I>r.  HMwit,  in  9hB- 
Iratfaig  the  fishes  of  the  Coal  Measnres,  figured  and  briefi j 
deseribed  tlie  Lepidostens  of  the  American  rivers  as  a  stiU 
aurvlftog  idi  of  the  early  ^rpe ;  bat  his  description  <^  the 
aaimid,  though  supplemented  shortly  after  by  that  ai  Dr. 
Buokland  in  the  Bridgewater  Treatise,  carried  me  but  a  littie 
mmf.  I  saw  liut  two  of  the  Old  Red  genera, — Owtsidepmt  and 
JHphj/tBfus^ — resembled  the  Americsn  fish  estemally.  hw^ 
be  seen  that  the  firstm^itioned  <^  these  andent  icM^<dites 
bears  a  name  eompoimded,  thon^,  in  the  revwse  order,  of  ex- 
aecly  the  same  words.  Bnt  wldle  I  fbnnd  ^  skeleton  of  tiie 
Lei^osteos  deseribed  as  remarkably  hard  and  scdid,  I  ooald 
detect  in  the  OtleofM^and  its  kindredgennsnotraeeof  mtsiwal 
dteletonatall.  The  Ge|4ialaspean  genera,  too, — {7oeco»«n»and 
Pieriekihys, — greatly  pnezled  me:  I  eonld  &id  no  BTiiig ; 
l<^es  for  them ;  and  so^  in  my  often-repeated  attempts  at  i 
toration,  I  had  to  build  them  up  plate  by  pkte,  as  a  cliiM  i 
up  its  disseoted  map  or  picture  bit  by  bit^*--every  new  i 
men  tiiat  turned  up  fumi^ng  a  key  fiir  some  part  previoiniy 
unknown, — ^until  at  leng^  after  many  an  ab<nrtive  efibrt,  the 
^^eotures  rose  up  befco^  me  in  their  strange,  unwontsd  pro- 
portions, as  they  had  lived,  untold  ages  before^  in- the  prim- 
aeval seas.  Hie  extraordinary  fomn  of  PterMtkys  filled  me 
with  astonishment ;  and,  with  its  arched  carpace  and  fiat  plas- 
tron  restored  beifore  me,  I  leaped  to  the  condunon,  that  as  the 
recent  Lepidostens,  with  its  ancient  representatives  cfthe  (Hd 
Red  Sandstone,  were  sauroid  fii^es, — strangeeonneetmg  Uakn 
between  fishes  and  all^ators,----so1i»  i^irldMkiFt  was  a  Gb^ 


liijfti  ficb, — ftcomieotiag  Ikk  between  the  iub  sod  the  t(»rtoi8e» 
A  gurnard, — insliiiiated  so  &r  through  the  shell  <^  a  bbbaU  tor- 
t<H8e  as  to  fsij£kv  its  head  to  protrude  from  the  anterior  (^)^- 
ing,  furnished  with  oar4ike  paddles  instead  of  peetoral  iiua, 
and  with  its  caudal  fin  dipped  to  a  poua^-*-would,  I  found, 
form  no  inadequate  representative  of  this  strangest  of  fishee. 
And  when,  some  years  after,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  introducing 
it  to  the  notice  of  Agassis,  I  found  t]^at,  with  all  his  worlds 
wide  experknee  of  its  dass,  it  was  as  much  an  ol^eot  of  woot 
4er  to  him  as  it  had  been  to  myself.  ^^  It  is  impossible,"  we 
find  him  sftjnag,  in  Ins  great  work,  ^^  to  see  au^t  more  bU 
sarre  in  all  creation  than  the  Fteriekihyan  genus :  the  same 
astonishment  that  Cbvier  &>lt  m  easamining  the  Plesiomurus^ 
I  myself  oxperienoed,  -whm  Mr.  H.  MiUer,  the  first  diaeoveiar 
x>f  these  fosssle,  showed  me  the  specimens  wlvch  he  bad  de- 
lected in  the  Old  Bed  Sandstone  of  Cromarty."  And  th^re 
were  peculiarities  about  the  CoceosUus  that  soarce  less  excited 
my  wonder  than  the  general  from  of  the  Ftmckihyi^  and 
wbieb,  when  I  first  ventured  to;describe  tJhem,  were  regarded 
by  the  higher  aiithcHritiea  in  PaUoontology  as  mere  blunders  on 
^  part  of  the  obsarver.  I  have,  however,  sinoe  suooeeded 
ia<  dUnonstrating  that,  if  blunders  at  all,— 'wUdi  I  greatly 
d^ubt,  for  Nature  mak^  very  few, — it  was  Nature  herself  thal^ 
was  in  error,  not  the  observer,  latluastraiigeCba^/SB^figenns^ 
Nature  ^  j^aee  a  group  of  opposing  teeth  in  each  ramos 
of  the  lower  jaw,  just  in  the  line  of  the  symphysis, — ^  ac- 
yaagaaaent  unique^  so  fiu*  aa  it  is  yet  known,  in  the  vertebrate 
divisiimof  oreation^and  whiih  must  haverenderod  the  mouth  ai 
these  creatures  an  e^aordinai^  combination  of  the  horiacmtal 
Biouth  pn^per  to  the  vertebrate  and  of  the  vertical  moi:^ 
proper  to  the  crustaceans.  It  was  favorable  to  the  integrity  of 
my  work  of  restoration,  that  the*  press  was  not  waiting  for  me, 
-and  that  when  portions  of  the  creatures  on  which  I  wroi^ht 
were  wanting,  or  plates  turned  up  whose  places  I  was  uaaUe 
to  determine,  I  oould  lay  aside  my  self-imposed  task  for  the 
iim%  and  only  neewne  it  when  some  newrf<^und  spedmen  s^p- 
^piied  naft  wirtttbe  matarialfl  pequirite  for  carryipg  it  on>    Ad4 
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M  the  miUiiiitkiM  wlndi  I  eompkled  in  1840,  and  puMiAed 
In  1841,  y/fere  iomoA,  bj  oar  h^lwst  antiioritiles  in  1848,  alto 
Aey  had  beea  Ml  aside  for  nearly  nx  jears,  to  be  eassitiaDj 
Ate  tnia  ones  after  aU.  I  see,  bowerer,  tbat  one  of  Hie  mosl 
tMMiAd  md  moBBtrons  c^aH  tbe  mterim  restoratioiie  afPier^ 
%ekiky$  gi^mk  totiiewodd,  tbnf  madebj  Mr.  Joseph  I>kikel 
is  1844  Ibr  tbe  lato  Dr.  Maiitel],  and  published  in  llie  "^  Medalj 
ef  C^f«ation,''hasbee&repTodiieedinthereoentiUi»trated  eci- 
tfoB<^the'' Vestiges  of  Creation.''  Bnt  the  ingenioos  author 
ef  that  work  woirid  searoe  aet  pradentlj  were  he  to  stake  the 
sowndnasB  of  his  li3rpotheas  on  the  mt^iri^  ot  the  restora- 
tion. For  m J  own  pait,  I  consent,  if  it  ean  be  iriiown  that 
the  Ptmehikf$  iMA  obob  lived  and  moved  on  this  andest 
§|nbe  of  onrs  ever  eillMr  rose  or  sank  into  the  PierieJMf9€i 
Mr.  Dinkely  freely  «id  fvSly  to  confess,  not  onlj  the  posn- 
bilhy,  bnt  also  Hie  aeiuaUiy,  of  ^  transmntation  of  bolh 
apeoies  and  genera.  I  am  first,  however,  prepared  to  demon- 
strate, before  any  competent  jmy  of  Fal«ontol<^[ists  in  the 
world,  tint  not  a  smgle  plate  or  scale  of  Mr.  Dinkel's  restora- 
tion represents  those  of  the  fidb  which  he  professed  to  restore; 
that  ih»  same  judgment  applies  equally  to  his  restoration  of 
(kceo^mu;  and  tiiat,  instCMid  of  reprodudtig  in  his  figures  tlM 
tme  forms  of  ancient  C^halaspeans,  he  has  merdy  grreny  m- 
elead,  the  fikeness  <^  things  that  never  were  ^in  the  heaven 
above,  <nr  m  the  earth  bcoeath,  (ht  in  the  waters  aider  Hm 
earth." 

Hie  place  in  the  gec^c^c  scale,  as  certainly  astheformsand 
charaetersyoftliese  ancient  fidbes  had  to  be  detmdned.  Mr. 
George  Anderson  had  itdbrmed me,  as  early  as  1884,  tint  some 
ofthem  were  identical  with  the  ichthy(^ites  (^  tiieClanaie  de* 
powt;  but  tiien  the  place  of  the  Gaanrie  deposit  was  stil  to 
fix.  It  had  be^  recently  referred  to  the  same  geolo^calheri^ 
son  as  the  €arbonif«roos  Liniestone^  and  was  regarded  as  lying 
unconformable  to  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  of  the  distiict  in 
which  it  occurs ;  but,  wholly  dissatisfied  witii  the  evidence  ad- 
duoed,  I  contianed  my  sevroh,  and,  though  tiie  process  was 
•  sh>w«M,sawthe  poaitkn  cf  Ae  Grsinnrtf  beds  gradiaily 


until  the-  wtunm  of  1837  tfat  I  fot  them  ftirlj  fix^d  dowm 
to  the  Old  Bed  Saodstoiie^  aad  not  imtil  ibe  wH^r  of  198ft 
tjbia  I  w^  able  conduftiyely  to  d^monatroite  thiir  pJaoeiu  tk0 
haae  of  die  system,  little  more  tkan  a  hundred  Aot^  VkA.  im 
one  part  not  more  than  ^i^y  ftiet,  ab^ve  Ijhe  upper  atiwta  of  i 
the  Great  Congjbmecate.  I  had  eft^  wished,  diirh^»  i^y  e«i 
ploraticms,  to  be  able  to  extend  my  field  of  obeervatiQA  ioto 
the  neighboring  counties,  in  order  to  delerauue  whether  i 
could  not  poiieess  myself  at  a  diataace,  of  the  evidenee  whkh^ 
for  a  time  at  least,  I  failed  to  find  at  home ;  bat  my  daUjr 
engsgements  in  the  bank  fixed  me  down  to  Cromarty  anA 
its  neighborhood ;  and  I  found  myaelf  somewhat  in  the  «ifw 
cumstances  of  a  toLearably  lively  beetle  stock  or  a  pin,  thai# 
though  able,  with  a  little  exerti<«,  to  spin  reund  its  oentii% 
is  yet  wholly  unable  to  quit  it  I  acquired,  however,  al-lfae 
dose  of  1837,  in  the  late  Dw.  iijim  JMblcolmeen  of  llSsnAnm,  m 
noble  auxiliary,  who  could  expatiale  freely  oirer  the  regfona 
lurtually  barred  agilnst  me.  He  had  be^  led  to  visit  Oo^ 
marty  by  a  bnef  descripliion  of  its  geology,  rather  pietorssque 
tjiaa  acientifio,  which  had  appeared  in  my  legwdapy  vdmie ; 
and  after  I  had  introduced  him  to  its  i<^diyolitte  beds  on 
both  sides  of  the  Hill  and  at  Eafehie,  and  aoqoaiiited  him  wakfa 
their  charaoter  and  orgsoisms,  he  set  himsetf  to  trace  01*  ti» 
resembling  d^K>aits  of  the  aeigyM>ring  dibes  of  Bmi£^  Moni|^^ 
and  Nairn.  And  in  little  more  than  a  fortni^t  he  had  dstool* 
edthe  ichthyolites  in  numerous  localilieBallovw  an  Old  Bed 
Soadstone  taract,  which  extends  &^m  the  priaarj  dntrnte  of 
BanfftonearthejSdidofCuUodeB*  neOldBedaaadstoBeof 
th^  nortb,  hitherto  deemed  ao  p<ior  m  fessikiyha  fiDHady>— wilk 
the  GEomarty  deposits  as  bis  key, — leemiDg  widh  d^^miexB* 
mains.  In  the  i^aog  of  1888,  Dr.  Mafoobnaon  vialed  Eng- 
land and  the  OmtiBeiit,  anid  introdticed  some  of  my  O^tha* 
laspean  fossils  to  die  notice  of  Agsssiz,  and  s(»Se  of  the  evi* 
device  which  I  had  laid  bef(»e  him  regarding  their  place  in 
the  sca2ey  ^  Mr.  (now  Sir  Roderick)  Murdusaa.  And  1  had 
the  honor,  in  consequeneey  of  .co^respondiiig  with  ho4k  thbssi 
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md;  and  lite  MtMbcaoa  of  knonriiig,  flat  hf 
talh,  «kB  flnnt  ai  mj  Idbots  irw  demed  inpcnrtuit.    I  ob- 

I  llirt  Huaboldft^  in  Iw  *"  CkMmofl,"  qwddOy  TCfers  to  Ikt 
^  <if  AgMtii  on  Ae  eatmotdiiMgy  dracter  of  tiw 

■Dokgical  Ink  widnHnoh  I  had  fimnlted  liim ;  »d  1 
fittd  MBnlwmiy  in  Us  greet  work  on  liie  SSnriaa  Sjvtem,  pidK 
Hikod  ki  IMi,  iKjmg  no  little  emplMses  on  the  strat^nipiii. 
mkh0L  AlliTTCftRii^  to  tliepreyioiiriy  formed  opinion  tliat 
lite  Gaaiie  depent,  wHfa  its  kskdiytaiteB,  was  11^ 
one,  ht  goes  on  to  eaj, — ^^Ontke  otiier  hand,!  hsvereoendj 
keen  Mbmed  by  Dr.  IfnlecdHison^lkatMr.  IfiUerofCromartj 
(wite  hm  mede  eome  l^Uy  interesting  diseoreries  near  that 
plaea)  pointed  oat  to  Imn  nodules,  resemMing  those  of  Gam- 
lie,  and  esataiatog  similar  ftriies,  in  higUy-indined  strata, 
iridak  aie  interpolated  in,  and  eomj^etelj  subordinate  to,  lite 
great  mass  of<4d  Red  Sandstone  of  Roes  and  CVomarty.  TioB 
limwataaf  ohssrratkxi  wiU,  I  tmst,  be  soon  oommnnicated  to 
Ae  Qeokigioal  6oeiety,lor  it  streiq^tliens  the  inference  of  M. 
k^^amK  nMpe(itiaag  the  epodi  darkq^  whicli  the  €^eiraeafUkft9 
and  OhmrokiM  VtrtdJ"  All  this  wOl,  I  am  afraid,  sf^Mar 
toknkfyweak  to  tlte  reader,  and  somewhat  more  than  UAe^ 
aUy  tedioos.  Let  him  remember,  however,  Aat  the  onlj 
merit  to  wkidi  I  laf  obdm  in  the  ease  is  tiiat  of  patient  re- 
aaardi,  a  merit  in  whidi  whoever  wills  may  rival  or  surpass 
ma;  and  that  Ifais  hnmble  heoltj  of  pati«ioe,  when  rigiitlj 
dirested,  may  lead  to  more  eztraordinarj  devdopments  of 
idea  tiiaa  efvsn  genius  itself  What  I  had  been  slowly  de- 
dpheting  were  tite  idea$  of  God  as  developed  in  tiie  median-' 
ism  and  fnunework  of  his  creatures,  durmg  liie  second  age  of 
vartekrate  eiisteuoe ;  and  one  portion  of  tny  inquiries  deter- 
nmed  the  date  of  these  ideas,  and  another  tiidr  character. 

Ifaay  of  the  best  sections  of  the  Sators  and  the  a^gacent 
hBls,  witii  tiieir  asMoiated  d^Mimts,  caataot  be  eononined  wit]i> 
oat  boat;  and  ao  I  purchased  for  a  few  pounds  a  light  littie 
yawl,  fumisksd  with  mast  and  sail,  and  that  Towed  four  oars, 
to-eaable  me  to  carry  out  my  eiplorations.  RmademefNe 
of  titeOomaity  and  Moray  Friths  for  some  sixord^Aliles 
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frotn  ilte  town,  and  aflbrded  me  many  a  pkttsa&t  evoilng'a 
excursion  to  tlw  deep-sea  caves  and  skerries,  and  the  pie* 
tvresqne siirf-wasted stacks <tf  the  granitie  wallof  rode  n^ck 
ratn  ki  tke  Ben  Nevis  line  of  elevation,  from  Sluidwiek  on 
tbe  east  to  the  Searfii  Crag  on  tiie  westb  I  know  not  a  riciier 
tract  ffff  the  geolc^ist.  Independentiij'  of  the  inlmrest  that  at* 
tadbes  to  its  scvely-contorted  granitic  gndss,*— which  seems,  m» 
Murchison  shrewdly  remarks,  to  have  been  piolroded  thvoogh 
the  sedimentary  deposits  in  a  solid  state,  as  a  fractured  bone 
is  sometimes  protruded  though  the  integuments,— 4here  oecniv 
along  the  range  three  several  deposits  of  the  Old  Bed  khthyo* 
lites,  and  three  several  deposits  of  t^  Lias,  besides  tiie  aab* 
aqueous  ones,  with  two  insulated  skerries,  whidi  I  am  indined 
to  regard  as  outliers  of  the  Ck^te.  These  last  occur  in  the 
fesm  of  hal^tide  rodis,  v«rj  dangerous  to  themaoriner,  whid» 
lie  a  full  haU-mHe  from  the  8bore,and  can  be  virited  with  safety 
oidy  at  low-water  during  dead  calms,  when  no  growMkrweil 
ecmies  rolling  in  from  the  sea.  I  have  set  out  as  early  as  two 
o'clock  in  a  fine  summer  morning  for  these  i^erries,  and,  after 
spending  several  hours  upon  tbem,  have  been  seated  at  the 
iMmk  desk  belbre  ten ;  but  these  were  m(»iiings  of  very  hafd 
work.  It  was  the  long  Saturday  afternoons  that  were  my  &• 
vorite  seasons  of  exploration ;  and  when  the  weather  was  £ne^ 
my  wife  would  often  acoompany  me  in  these  excursions ;  and  wa 
not  unf^equendy  anchored  our  skiff  in  some  rocky  bay,  or  over 
some  fishing  bMik,  and,  provided  with  rods  and  liim,  caagfa% 
ere  our  return,  a  basket  of  rock-cod  or  eoal-fish  fcnr  sapper,  that 
always  seemed  to  eat  bettor  than  tbe  fish  supplied  as  in  the  mar^ 
ket.  Ihese  were  happy  holidays.  Shelley  predicates  of  a  day 
of  exquisite  beauty,  thctt  it  would  eontimie  to  ^  tivelike  joy  m 
memory/'  I  do  retain  recollections  of  ^ese  evenings  spent  in 
my  little  skif!^ — reoolleeticms  mmgled  witha  well-irememb^ed 
imagery  of  blue  seas  and  purple  hills,  snd  a  sunrlit  town  in 
the  distance,  and  tall  woodr<»rested  predptces  nearer  at  hand, 
wLich  fiung  •  l^igthening  shadows  across  shore  and  sea, — ^that 
not  merely  r^resent  enjoyments  whidi  have  been^  but  that, 
m  certain  moods  of  the  mhid,  take  the  fintn  of  eiqoymeiit  stilL 
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[«»r^inlktiie  L^bec»ll(odei«te8ioftihetowiHin  wbkdi^ 
mthar  Una  otboewiM,  I  kad  ultiiQ^ely  to  epgego. 
bof  die  Softer  k  oel^Mratod  ia  most  of  the 
lof  the  ]M>Eih  of  Sootiaadoo^oiioe  ay  ear;  and, 
a»a«»jof  dMOODgregiituMUiiPOVBh^at  thai,  time  in  the  <^p^ 
wm^ikm  wmmir  and  autuma  aeaseiis  are  usuaUy  selected  £br 
the ^ 'riMtiiwi»'* aa b^at fitted fiar <q[>eiHBr meetinga.  As^how- 
«it«v,  the  otM>niftion  ia  preceded  and  loUowed  hjr  we^-da j 
fmntUBgik,  and  aa  en  one  of  tbsae  w^ek-daja— the  Thuradaj 
paeoediDg  die  SaefaBiQotal>Sal>badH*Hio  work  is  done.  Kirk* 
SemmmmmiS^ aroid  fijEsag their saenukieittiii i^ busy  timo, 
■aek  «r  die  ditta  of  harveat  ill  the  xusil  diatneta,  or  of  the  k«F- 
wi^f  ^bhiBigiB  die  aeaporttowiis;  and  aadiepacwh  of  Cromarty 
haa  bath  itar«ralpopohrtioaAiid  its  fishing  one,  the  Kirk-Ses- 
aMii»of  the pteoe  have  to  aivoid  both  pmo^  AadsotbecAjr}/ 
part  of  Jaiy^  are  die  herrog^filaiii  oar  the  harrest  oomeaof^  is 
the  Mmo  asiaUy  fiaad  ttpon  for  the  Oomiorty  Sc^iorM^at  In 
dds  yiaari  however  (1S88),  itaoc^anoedthatth^day  j^pointed 
iar  die  Qiweii's  ooronadim  proved  edaehdent  with  the  Sacc^r 
■MnitalllMn»day,aiid  the  lib^nl  Moderate  party  iu^ied  upoa 
tha  8aadon  that  the  pv^astttioiis  iibr  die  Saei^QientsboiiU 
Wi^4odien9(»mg8fortbe€oe<Bia4^on.  W«h(»d not bc^^ much 
aaenalKimed  to  fejoidii^  of  the  kind  in  the  nordi  since  the  good 
eld  dmes  whaa  reBpeetable  Ibiy  gentlem/^  used  to  show  tbeyn- 
aelvea  drariiia  paSMe  oa  the  Ku^a  birdi-day^in  ordor  to  de- 
noMtiaie  their  k>ya%ediee0rooadoiL  days  of  both  G«<H|^  IV. 
and  WiUlam  IV<  hadpMedoff  aaipuetlyaaSabbfths^  ^ 
'  Saadoa,  hiMuQig  that  It  m||pit  b^  quite  as  weU  ior  people  topmy^ 
for  dMtr  yooDg  Queeii  at  ehureh^  and  then  qi^sAj  drink  her 
htoaltk  when  they  get  home,  aa  to  gnonv  glonona  in  her  behalf 
iptaimrBaaiidtaqMoomayrefiisedtoalterlhefardaj.  BeUeviqg 
dMi,  theo^eaaeadally  la  the  H^,  tiiey  weveyet  poitdoaUir  m 
a»i  11  naaft  and  tibat »  p>wBiibteieafl»«Mght  he  nrndftowt  ngwaipt 
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Hbem  hj  die  newvpftper  press,  I  -waited  on  mj  miiiiflter,  and 
urged  him  U>  give  way  to  the  liberals,  and  hare  Ins  preparation- 
day  changed  from  Thursday  to  Friday.  He  seemed  quitewitt* 
Ing  enough  to  aot  on  tiie  snggestton ;  nay,  he  had  made  a  simi- 
lar one,  lie  told  me,  to  his  Session ;  but  the  deyoot  elderak^ 
fltrongin  the  preoedents  of  eenturies,  had  declined  to  sttbovdinale 
the  religions  services  of  the  Kirk  to  the  wassail  and  merriment 
sanctioned  by  the  State.  And  so  they  determined  on  keeping 
-^mt  day  of  sacramental  preparation  on  die  Thursday,  aa^Mor 
liiriiiers  had  done.  MeanwhiK^l^I^^^'^'abbfil^l^Ki"^  was  very 
properly  termed  a  publw  meeting,  seeing  that,  though  the  pnb- 
lie  had  fiiiled  to  attend  it,  the  public  had  been  quite  atlibei^ 
todo8o,nay,hadevenbeenspecia]lyinyited;  and dicfe appeal- 
ed in  the  provineial  newspapers  along  report  of  its  prooeedinga, 
including  five  speeches, — all  written  by  a  l^al  gentleman,-^ 
in  which  it  was  designated  a  meetii^  of  the  inhabHsnts  of  tke 
town  and  parish  of  Cromarty.  Theresolutioiiswere^ofeoune, 
of  the  most  enthusiastically  loyal  dunraoter.  There  was  not  a 
member  of  the  meeting  who  was  not  prepared  to  spend  iqMn 
hims^the  last  drop  of  Ms  botde  of  port  in  hermajesty's  belialC 
Thursday  came, — the  lliursday  of  the  Saerament  and  of  the 
coronation ;  and,  with  niiiety*iiine  hundredths  d  the  chuicb> 
gotngpopulationofmy  townsfdUcylwenttodburdiaaasttaL  The 
parochial  resolutioners,  amounting  in  all  to  ten,  were,  I  can 
honestly  avoQ^  scarce  at  all  missed  in  a  cc»igregati<m  of  nea»> 
ly  as  many  hundreds.  About  mid-day,  bowevcr,  wo  oo«ld 
hear  the  muffled  report  of  their  carronades;  andfShordy  after 
te  serrioe  was  over,  and  we  had  returned  to  our  honaesy 
tiiere  passed  throi^h  the  streets  a  foriom  litde  group  of  indt- 
vickials,  that  looked  exoeedm^y  like  a  press-gang,  but  was  in 
reality  intended  for  a  psooessioQ.  Ibou^  joined  by  a  pr^ 
prietor  from  a  neighboring  pari^  a  -lawyer  from  a  neig)»- 
boring  bmgh,  a  small  coast-guard  party,  with  its  command- 
ing officer,  toad  two  halfpay  Episcopalian  officers  beside,  the 
anmbw  who  walked,  iududing  boys,  did  not  exceed  twenty- 
Av«  persons;  and  of  these,  as  I  have  said,  only  tan  were 
Tin  prooesaionistB  had  a  noble  dinner  in  tha 
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hitd  im  of  Ihe  p]aiDe,«*-4Bfirrier  than  even  €BBiierB  of  edeta^ 
tkML  iiflually  are,  as  it  va%  of  eoune,  loyally  and  public  spiiU 
to  iigiKNre  the  qi^ectal  claim  upon  tbe  day'asaerted  by  tbe 
Cbuvob ;  and  tbe  darV<eniug  evening  saw  a  ^laidid  bonfire 
blMWg  fio«a  tbe  brae-bead.  And  tbe  Liberal  new^pap^s 
aantb  and  nortb  taking  part  witb  tbe  proeessiiMustSy  in  many 
apaiilgraphaiid  short  iead»,rcpres«ilaii^g  their  fr^  — ft>rsacb 
it  vsa^  and  a  Tery  Ibolish  one,—- as  a  s|deiidid  triompb  of  the 
yaopla  of  C^ovMVty  OT«rPr«»bytmal  bigotry  Mid  cleriealdoaiir 
aatm*  Nay»  to  bad  did  tbe  oas^ofn^y  minister  and  big  Se» 
aion  sffSQg^  thus  plaoed  in  oj^osition  toat onoe  the  people  and 
Ifas  Qween>  4iat  tbe  papers  on  the  other  sido  £iiled  to  take  it 
upw  A  wett'-wiitten  lett^  on  the  auljeet  by  my  vi&^  which 
fittriy  stated  the  faet^  was  refused  admisaion  into  even  the 
eofltoiiaatHio^nservative  journal,  qpeoiaBy  patronized,  at  the 
IteMy  by  the SootUsh  Ghwdi;  and  my  minister's  fnends  and 
bpsthesn  io  the  south  oould  do  little  else  than  marvel  «t  what 
ibi9f  deemed  his  wiMidrous  imprudenoe. 

I  had  antieipatedi  fiK>m  the  firsts  that  his  position  was  to 
be  •  bad  one ;  but  I  ill  liked  to  see  him  with  his  baok  to 
the  wnlL  And  thoqgh  I  had  detennined,  on  the  myectkm 
of  my  oounsel,  to  take  no  part  in  the  quanel,  I  now  resolvisd 
to  try  whether  I  oould  not  render  it  evident  that  he  was  reaUy 
not  Sit  iame  with  his  people,  but  with  meiely  a  Tery  inoon* 
adaraUe  olique  among  them,  who  had  never  liked  him ;  and 
tiiat  it  waa  much  a  joke  to  desohbe  him  as  disafieoted  to  his 
aararsign,  simply  beeansa  he  had  held  his  preparation  mae^ 
visas  on  die  day  of  hear  oaraaation.  In  order  to  make  good 
my  first  point,  I  took  the  m^Midonable  Ub^ty  of  giving  the 
namea  in  fill],  in  ft  letter  wfaidi  appeared  in  our  noitbon  AMPS, 
papers,  of  every  individual  who  walked  in  the  prooesnon,  and 
vefffeaented  themselves  as  the  people;  and  ohaUenged  the  ad- 
dition of  even  asingle  name  to  a  list  ludicrously  bri^  And  m 
making  good  the  second,  I  fiurly  suooeeded,  as  there  were  not 
a  few  oomioal  oiieumstanoes  in  the  transaction,  in  getth^  the 
laughem  on  my  side.  The  clique  was  amasingLy  ^ngry,  and 
wrote  not  very  bright  letteia,  whidh  apgieared  aa 


iBMmte  in  th&newiiqpapeRs  aad  paid  dfrt;;' to  mdke  evM 
Th^e  WBS  a  shallow  and  very  ignorant  youi^  shotmak^  in  the 
place,  named  Chaueer,  a  natire  of  the  sonth  of  Seotland,  who 
t^fveeentedhimaelf  asthe grandson  of  tiieold  poetof  t^daysof 
Ediratd  IJQ.,  and  wrote  partlcalarly  wreldied  doggvel  to  m$k€ 
good  his  daim.  And,  having  a  quarrel  with  t^e  Kirk-fiesftloDj 
m  a  oertaiii  delioate  department^  ha  had  joiiiod  the  pvoiMMM 
flionistay  amA  celebrated  thesr  adaeTemei^  in  a  ballad  eathi^l  j 
worthy  of  thent«  And  it  was  perfaapa  tiie  mimetft  eut  of  all^ 
tiMit  the  recQf&ized  leadcar  of  the  band  pronovieed  CSiati- 
eer  the  jovnger  a  gFeotly  better  poet  than  me.  There  MH/nf 
repr^sentationa,  too,  made  to  my  supeii<»*s  in  the  banking 
department  at  Edinbm^gh,  wfaieh  procored  me  a  reprhnaad; 
t^ou^  a  gentle  one;  bat  my  9uperi(»r  in  Cromuty, — ^Mn 
Bo6S)*--«s  wise  and  good  a  man  as  any  in  the  directiett,  and 
ihoroaghly  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  ease,  wae  wholly' 
on  my  side.  I  am  aftaid  the  reader  may  deem  all  this  yerf 
Cbolisli,  and  hold  that  I  would  have  been  bettef  employed 
among  the  rocks,  in  determining  the  true  relations  of  their 
Tsariotts  beds,  and  the  character  of  their  oi^anisms,  tiian  in 
bickermg  in  a  petty  vilkge  quarrel,  and  making  mysrff  ene- 
mies. And  yet,  man  being  what  he  is,  I  fear  an  ability  of* 
indent  squabbling  is  a  greatly  more  marketable  one  than  any' 
ability  whatever  of  extending  the  boundaries  of  natural  science. 
At  least  so  it  was,  that  wlidle  my  geological  researches  did 
notiung  for  me  at  this  time,  my  letter  in  the  procession  con*' 
troversy  prooared  for  me  the  offer  of  a  newspaper  editorship. 
Bat  though,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  I  would  have  con- 
siderably bettered  my  circumstances  by  closing  with  it,  I  found 
I  covdd  not  do  so  without  assuming  the  character  of  the  special 
pleader,  and  giving  myself  to  the  advocacy  of  views  and  prin- 
ciples which  1  really  did  not  hold ;  and  so  I  at  once  declhied 
the  office,  as  one  for  which  I  did  not  deem  myself  suited,  and 
could  not  in  conscience  undertake. 

I  found  about  this  time  more  congenial  employment, though," 
of  eoutse,  it  occupied  only  my  leisure  hours,  in  writing  the 
idemoir  of  a  townsman,— ^e  late  Mr.  William  Forsyth  of  Cro- 
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iiiarty^-H^t  the  ii^quest  of  hb  rebtioD  aiid  aoa4n-lAw 
Mr.  Isaac  Forsythoffilgin*  William Forsytkhad beat agvowm 
man  ere  the  abolition  of  the  hereditary  juriadlotions ;  and,  from 
die  maettveoeaa  and  exoellenoe  of  his  oharaeter,  and  his  hi^ 
atanding  as  a  merohant,  in  apart  of  the  coiaitry  in  whieh  mep- 
chants  at  the  time  were  few,  he  had  sueoeeded,  witUn  the  pi«. 
dncts  of  the  town,  to  not « little  of  the  power  of  the  her«diterj 
SbaaS  of  the  district;  and  after  actiag  fiar  more  than  half  a 
century  as  a  laborious  Justice  <^  the  Peace,  and  snceee^Dgia 
making  up  more  quarrels  than  most  country  lawyers  have  an 
cypportunity  of  fomentii^, — for  the  age  was  a  nide  and  com* 
bative  one,  and  the  merchant  ever  a  peace-maker, — be  lired 
long  enough  to  see  Liberty-and-Equality  Qubsand  PtoceauoBOi 
and  died  about  the  doae  of  the  first  war  of  die  first  French  Bevw 
elation.  It  was  an  important  hatfcmtory  in  Seotkad-^ 
Ibough  it  exhibits  but  a  narrow,  inconspisaouB  litHit  in  the  Ua^ 
tory  of  the  country-Hbat  intervened  between  the  times  of  th^ 
hereditary  jurisdictions  and  the  Lib«rty-and^Bq1la2ity  Qnbs^ 
It  was  i^>eeiaUy  the  period  dnring  whkdi  popular  opinion  be- 
gan to  assume  its  potency,  and  in  which  the  Scotland  of  die 
past  merged,  in  con8e<|aepoe,  into  the  very  dissimilar  Soodand 
of  the  present.  And  I  derived  muefa  pleasure  in  tracing  eonae 
of  the  more  striking  features  of  this  transidon  age  in  the  bi» 
cgraphy  of  Mr.  Forsyth.  My  little  work  was  printed,  but  no* 
published,  and  distributed  by  Mr.  Foraydi  of  Elgin  among  tke 
firiends  of  the  fiunily,  as  perhaps  a  better  and  more  adequate 
manorial  of  a  worthy  and  able  man  than  eouid  be  placed  oirer 
his  grave.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  dw  death  of  his  fanl^ 
surviving  child, — ^the  late  Mrs.  M'Kensie  of  Cromarty,  a  lady 
firom  whom  I  had  received  much  kindness,  and  mniest  nthoB^ 
hospitable  roof  I  had  the  opportunity  afforded  me  of  meeting 
not  a  few  superior  men, — ^that  my  memoir  was  undertakea ; 
and  I  regarded  it  as  a  fitting  tribute  to  a  worthy  lamily  just 
passed  away,  at  once  deserving  of  beii^  remembered  for  ita 
own  sake,  and  to  which  I  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude. 

In  the  spring  of  1839,  a  sad  bereavement  darkened  my 
household,  and  for  a  time  left  me  little  heart  to  pursue  my 
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woDted  amusements,  literary  or  scientifio.  We  had  been  visit- 
ed, ten  months  after  oar  marriage,  by  a  little  girl,  whose  pres- 
ence had  added  not  a  little  to  our  happiness :  home  became 
more  emphatically  such  from  the  presence  of  the  child,  that 
in  a  few  months  had  learned  so  well  to  know  its  mother,  and 
in  a  few  more  to  take  its  stand  in  the  nurse^s  arms,  at  an  upper 
window  that  commanded  the  street,  and  to  recognize  and  make 
signs  to  its  fitther  as  he  approached  the  house.  Its  few  little 
words,  too,  had  a  fiMcinating  interest  to  our  ears ;— our  own 
names,  lisped  in  a  language  of  its  own,  every  fime  we  approach- 
ed ;  and  the  simple  Scotch  vocable  "  awa,  awa,"  which  it  knew 
how  to  employ  in  such  plaintive  tones  as  we  retired,  and  that 
used  to  come  back  upon  us  in  recollection,  like  an  echo  from  the 
grave,  when,  its  brief  visit  over,  it  had  left  us  forever,  and  its 
Mt  fiice  and  silken  hair  lay  in  darimess  amid  the  clods  of  the 
dkurdi^yard.  In  how  shcnrt  a  time  had  it  laid  hold  of  our 
a^Qfoctions !  Two  brief  years  before,  and  we  knew  it  not ;  and 
now  it  seemed  as  if  the  void  which  it  left  in  our  hearts  the 
whole  world  could  not  fill.  We  buried  it  beside  the  old 
chapel  of  St  Regulus,with  the  deep  rich  woods  all  around,  save 
where  an  opening  in  front  commands  the  distant  land  and  the 
blue  sea ;  and  where  the  daisies,  which  had  learned  to  love, 
mottle,  star-like,  the  mossy  mounds ;  and  where  birds,  whose 
songs  its  ear  had  become  skilful  enough  to  distinguish,  pour 
their  notes  over  its  little  grave.  The  following  simple  but 
truthful  stanzas,  which  I  found  among  its  mother's  papers, 
seem  to  have  been  written  in  this  place,— sweetest  of  burying- 
grounds, — ^a  few  weeks  after  its  burial,  when  a  chill  and  back- 
ward luring,  that  had  scowled  upon  its  lingering  illness,  broke 
out  at  once  into  genial  tsnmimer : — 

llioa'rt  •♦awa,  awa,"  from  thy  mother's  ddo, 

And  ^  awa,  awa,"  from  thy  father's  knee ; 
Tboa'rt  **  awa"  from  om*  blessfaig,  our  care,  oar  eareasiiig^ 

Bat  ^  awa"  from  oar  hearts  thoalt  never  be. 

AU  thlnga,  dear  ehiM,  that  were  wont  to  please  thee 

Are  round  thee  here  in  beauty  bri{^t,~ 
There's  music  rare  in  the  cloudless  air. 

And  the  earth  is  teeming  with  living  delight. 
23 
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fho^  €1^  thy  hMd  ita  gnea  bovghs  v«««  ; 
Ike  taate  an  iMTing  thdr  Utile  fM^Kiati 
Upon  the  Unf  of  th j  nev-Bade  gnTei 

Aad  art  tkim  '*aw%'*  awl  **awa'*  tonnKr- 


fit  ▼Pica  wMch  iw^  hi  aweetert  anr wiiH, 


Tboae  eyaa,  the  4mp  ■%!«  < 
Whaae  uMillimij  Us  ahadpwa 
OTerciHdiaoglBg  noeaBiBK  thnwl 


Ihji 

An  praauM  as  an  opeidng  day 
Moat  fldr,  airi  loU  that  to  auMoel 


Ah  ma  I  \«M  ban  I  fhooght  to  lead  flm^ 
Awl  tan  tfaae  wtet  are  life  a^  death, 

Aad  niae  thy  aeriow  aKM«tat<ii  int  widd^r 
To  Him  who  holda  ov  ereiy  braaUu 


That  angela  are  thy  teaehen  now,— 

That  glory  from  thy  Sarloiii^  preeeoet 

Ktaidlea  the  trawn  vpon  thy  bnnr? 

O,  do!  to  me  earth  moat  be  hmeller, 
WaDttog  t^  Toiee,  thy  hand,  thy  lev*; 

TeC  doat  thoe  dawa  a  alar  or  pnNBiaa^ 
MiU  haeooB  te  tte  worid  above. 
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CHAPTEE  XXy. 

« AS  flor  fhe  Okwih,  a^  ft  Vttte  toM  Ibr  th0  fltato." 


BsUUTXIk 


I  HAS  taken  no  very  deep  interest  in  the  Voluntaiy  oontro- 
versj.  There  was,  I  thought,  a  good  deal  of  overstatement 
and  exaggeration  <m  both  sides.  On  the  one  hand  the  Volun- 
taries failed  to  convince  me  that  a  State  endowment  for  eocle- 
mastical  purposes  is  in  itself  in  any  degree  a  bad  thing.  I  had 
direct  experience  to  the  contrary.  I  had  evidence  the  most 
unequivocal  that  in  various  parts  of  the  country  it  was  a 
very  excellent  thing  indeed.  It  had  been  a  very  excellent 
thing,  for  instance,  in  the  parish  <^  Cromarty,  ever  since  the 
Revolution,  down  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith, — ^m  reality,  a 
valuable  patrimony  of  the  people  there ;  for  it  had  supplied  the 
parish,  free  of  cost,  with  a  series  of  popular  and  excellent  min- 
isters, whom  otherwise  the  parishioners  would  have  had  to 
pay  for  themselves.  And  it  had  now  given  us  my  friend  Mr. 
Stewart,  one  of  the  ablest  and  honestest  ministers  in  Scotland, 
or  elsewhere,  whether  Established  or  Dissenting.  And  these 
fiicts,  which  were  but  specimens  of  a  numerous  class,  had  a  tan- 
gibility and  solidity  about  them  which  influenced  me  more 
than  all  tiie  theoretic  reasonings  pressed  on  my  attention  about 
the  mischief  done  to  the  Church  by  the  over-kindness  of  Con- 
rtantine,  or  tiie  oormptmg  effects  of  State  ftvor. .  But  then  I 
oodld  asUfttiie  agree  with  some  of  my  fUeoda  on  the  endowment 
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aide,  A^i  the  Etteblinhmenfc,  even  inScotlapJ,  was  everytrhere 
cf  Tslae,  as  with  some  of  the  Voluntaries  that  it  was  nowhere 
of  any.  I  had  resided  for  months  together  in  various  parts 
of  the  eountry,  where  it  would  have  mattered  not  a  fartliing  to 
any  one  save  the  minister  and  his  fiunily,  though  the  Estah- 
liflbment  had  beoi  struck  down  at  a  blow*  Religion  and 
monds  would  have  no  more  suff<»>ed  by  the  annihilation  of  the 
miaiater's  stipend,  than  by  the  snppresaion  of  the  pension  of 
•Mte  retired  supervisor  or  superannuated  officer  of  oustomsw 
Nor  eonld  I  forget,  that  the  only  religion,  or  appeaianoe  of  r&> 
li^km,  that  existed  in  parties  of  workmen  among  which  I  had 
been  enqiioyed  (as  in  Hne  south  of  Scotland,  for  mstance),  was 
to  be  found  among  their  Dissenters, — most  of  them,  at  the 
time,  assarteoraof  the  Volimtary  principle.  If  the  other  work- 
ttien  were  reckoned,  statistically  at  least,  adherents  of  the  £a- 
taUiflhment,  it  was  not  because  they  ^ther  benefited  by  it  or 
eared  for  it,  but  only  somewhat  in  the  way  that,  aoeording  to 
the  popular  English  belief  persons  bom  at  sea  are  held  to  be 
long  to  the  parish  of  Stepney*  Further,  I  did  not  in  the  least 
like  the  sort  of  company  into  which  the  Voluntary  controversy 
had  introduced  the  good  men  on  both  sides :  it  gave  a  common 
eause  to  the  Voluntary  and  the  Infidel,  and  drew  them  cordiaUy 
together ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  placed  side  by  i^de,  on  terma 
portentously  friendly,  the  pious  asserter  of  endowments  and  the 
irreligious  old  Tory.  There  was  religion  on  both  sides  of  the 
controversy,  but  a  religious  controversy  it  was  jM>t« 

The  position  of  my  grandmother's  &mily,  including  of 
course,  Undes  James  and  Sandy,  was  a  sort  of  midway  one 
between  the  Seoessioa  and  the  Establishment  My  grand* 
mother  had  quitted  the  lamOy  of  D^Hiald  Boy  loogerehehad 
been  compelled,  very  unwillin^y,  to  leave  the  Church;  and 
as  no  forced  settlements  had  taken  place  in  the  parish  into 
which  she  had  rexnoved,  and  as  its  ministers  had  been  all  mem 
of  the  right  stamp,  she  had  done  what  Donald  himadf  had 
been  so  desirous  to  do, — ^r^nsmed  an  attached  mmnbesr  of 
the  Sstablishm^t  Om  of  her  sisters  hsd,  hiHPaver,  mac- 
zied  in  Nlgg.^  and  she  and  h^  hudband,  fallawing  Domdd 


iftto1lMT«id»<)f  flidSeoiMMioiifliad  retred  one  of  tinir  bojr* 
to  tiie  niiiisInT',  who  becsame,  in  course  of  tttxi«,  ^ti»  vMpoefeed 
inkdflter  of  the  eoogrftgnlkm  whicb  kis  greflit;.gr«wJUfaliier  had 
iMiaded.  And,  as  tke  oontemporary  and  first  coiuln  laf  my 
mcleay  tlM  miniater  used  to  call  upon  them  oTeiy  thne  ha 
eaane  to  town ;  and  my  Uncle  James,  in  turn  (UncleSandy 
fery  ntfely  went  to  the  oountry),  never  mussed,  wlwn  in  Nigg 
or  its  neighborhood,  to  repay  Us  Tisits.  Tbsr^  was  tims  » 
good  deal  of  intercourse  kept  up  between  the  fianlMes,  «al 
withont  eflleet.  Most  of  llieboolcs  of  modem  theology  which 
my  uncles  read  were  Secession  books,  recommended  <hy  their 
oonsin ;  and  tlie  religious  magacines  for  which  they  sobaeribed 
was  i^Seees^ion  magazine.  Hie  latter  bore,  I  remembo;^  the 
name  of  the  '^OinatianMi^azine,  or  Evangelical  R^odtory.** 
it  was  not  one  of  l^e  brightest  of  periodicals,  but  a  aoud 
and  solid  one,  with,  as  my  undtes  held,  a  good  deal  of  the  old 
motion  about  it;  and  there  was,  in  especial,  one  of  the  oo»- 
tribulors  wliose  papers  ^ey  used  to  pick  out  as  of  peculiar  e»- 
oeMence,  and  not  unfrequently  read  a  second  time.  Tliey  bora 
Ike  somfcwhat  Gre^-lodcing  signature  of  Leumatj  as  if  the 
writer  had  been  abrotlier  or  cousin-germanof  some  of  the  old 
CSmstians  to  whom  Paul  used  to  notify  kind  r^ardsand  good 
wishes  at  the  end  <3i  his  epistles ;  but  it  was  soon  disoorered 
that  Lewnaa  was  merely  the  proper  name  Samuel  reversed, 
though  who  the  special  Samuel  was  who  turned  his  signatura 
to  the  right  about,  pladng  the  wrong  end  foremost,  aod  wrote 
with  all  the  concise  weight  and  giwvity  of  the  old  divines,  my 
tuKdes  never  knew.  Tbey  had  both  passed  away  ere,  in  p^rua- 
iog  tile  ^Second  Oallery  of  Literary  Portraits,"  I  found  my- 
self  introduced  to  worthy  old  Leumas,  also  a  denisen  cii  the 
anseen  world  at  the  time,  as  the  father  of  the  writer  of  that 
Mlliant  work,-^he  Rev.  George  GHIillaii  of  Dundee.  Una 
kind  of  writing  had,  of  course,  its  proper  effi^  on  my  uncles, 
attd,  tfarottgh  them,  on  the  &mily :  it  kept  up  our  rtsped  for 
tiie  Secession.  Ike  Established  Churdi,  too,  was  in  those 
days  a  tolerably  fiadty  institution.  My  undes  took  an  interest 
and  the  Church  had  nrnie:  nay,  ksdsliberoteda^ 


It  had  hid,  hmim^  its  foreed  settlencnts  in  cwr  itni>dlii« 
Mi|^bodK)0d;  «id ModoBatisiB, iriw «sd  poUlM  in  its  9» 
ted  psrpetnted  them  bgr  the  tends  of  som*  of  tlM 
nteMtenof  diedktrict,irteted  kaned  to  da  vtet 
ttef  tteaMelreB  teUflfved  to  teveiyi^ded  tluiigB  whe^  Itev 
Ctetoh  tede  thrai,-*«  aoit  of  pro&arioiud  lioove  wMcb  aiy 
vnctei  oouULnot  In  tte  least  undostand.  In  shc^  tte Seoes- 
4don  bettar  ploBsed  tten,  in  ItesMin,  (ten  tte  fistaUi^aent, 
tfioogii  to  tte  Ertabteteaent  ihej  oaDtnoed  to  adlMve,  and 
ttlad  to  aee  OB  ^rlMt  Seeoder  piincii^e'tJinr  old  friends  weco 
terominflVnlmiHriro  On  tte  breakingontof  dieoontroTen^, 
I  noMOibered  all  tins;  and,  when  toU  by  good  men  of  ^e 
EataUiited  Qmreh  that  well  nig^  all  tte  Tital  loligion  of 
tte  country  was  on  onr  tide,  and  that  it  had  kft  the  Vol* 
mtary  tSleoedera^  thoogh  tte  good  mtsa  ttemaelves  honestly 
teliofod  what  ttey  said,  I  oould  not.  Fnrtter,  tte  heads 
of  a  •oenToiaatioQ  whioh  I  had  OTerfaeaid  in  my  eoaaai  tte 
flaoeder  minister's  house,  when  I  was  a  yery  jimog  boy,-^attd 
to  which  it  could  teve  been  little  soqiected  ttet  I  was  Imtiah- 
ing,  far  I  was  playing  at  ite  time  on  the  floor, — had  taken  a 
Strang  teld  of  my  memory,  and  ofben  returned  upon  me  at 
this  period.  My  cousin  and  some  of  his  elders  were  monm. 
log— very  sincerely,!  cannot  doubt— over  the  decay  of  reli^<m 
among  them  :  ttey  were  fiilling  far  short,  ttey  said,  of  tte  at- 
tainments of  their  iatters ;  ttere  were  no  Donald  Boys  among 
ttem  now;  and  yet  they  felt  it  to  be  a  satisfaction,  though  a 
sad  one,  that  tte  littie  religi<m  which  there  was  in  the  district 
seemed  to  be  all  among  tbemselTes.  And  now,  here  wasthere 
exactly  tte  oame  sort  of  cooviotion,  equally  strongyon  tte  otter 
mde.  But  with  all  that  IiberaUy*oxpressod  charity  whieh 
Ibrms  one  of  the  distinctiYe  features  of  tte  present  timo^  and 
is  in  reality  one  of  its  best  things,  there  is  still  a  vast  amount 
of  f^preciation  of  this  partial  kind.  Friends  are  seen  in  the 
Christian  aspeet ;  opponents  in  tte  pctemic.one :  and  it  aa  too 
ofteo!  fergotten  ttet  the  ^ends  fawre  a  polemic  a^>eot4» their 
oppononts^and  tte  opponentsaGhrisdanaspeaitotteir&ienda 
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And  not  dnly  m  the  present,'  but  at  all  former  periods,  tb# 
ease  seems  to  haye  been  tlie  same.  I  am  sometimas  half  dia- 
posed  to  think,  that  either  the  Prophet  £li|ah,  or  the  seven 
thousand  honest  mea  who  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal^ 
tn«st  faare  been  dissenters.  Had  the  Prophet  been  entirelj 
at  one  in  his  views  with  the  seven  thousand,  it  is  not  easy  to 
eoncei  ve  how  he  could  have  been  wholly  ignorant  of  their  ex- 
iBteDce. 

With  all  these  latztudinarian  convictions,  however^  I  was 
tfaoroi^hly.an  .Estal^ishment  man.  The  revenues  of  the  Scot- 
tish Qnireh  1  regarded,  as  I  have  said,  as  the  patrimony  of  the 
Scottish  people ;  and  1  looked  forward  to  a  time  when  that  war 
warrantable  apprq[>riation  of  them,  tbrough  whidbi  the  aristoo- 
racy  had  sought  to  extend  its  influence,  but  which  had  served 
only  greatly  to  reduce  its  power  in  the  coimtry,  would  cometo^an 
end.  What  I  specially  wanted,  in  short,  was,  not  the  confisoatioci 
I9f  the  people's  patrimony,  but  simply  its  restoration  from  the 
Moderates  and  the  lairds.  And  in  the  enactment  of  the  Veto 
law  I  saw  the  process  of  restoration  fiiirly  begun.  I  would 
have  much  preferred  se^g  a  good  broad  anti-patronage  agita- 
tion raised  on  the  part  of  the  Church.  As  shrewdly  shown  at 
the  time  by  the  late  Dr.  M^Crie,  sudi  a  course  would  have  been 
at  once  wiser  and  safer.  But  for  such  an  dotation  even  the 
Church's  better  ministers  were  not  in  the  least  prepared.  From 
1712  to  1784, — ^a  period  of  seventy-two  years,— *-the  General 
Assembly  had  yearly  raised  its  voice  against  the  enactment 
of  the  patronage  law  of  Que^i  Anne,  as  an  imconstitutional 
encroachment  on  those  privileges  of  the  Church  and  those 
rights  of  the  Scottish  people  which  the  Treaty  of  Union 
had  been  framed  to  secure.  But  the  half  century  which  had 
passed,  nnoe,  through  the  act  of  a  Moderate  minority,  the 
protest  had  been  dropped,  had  .produced  the  natural  efiect. 
By  much  the  greater  part  of  even  the  better  ministers  of  the 
Church  had  been  admitted  into  their  offices  through  the  law 
of  patroni^ ;  and,  naturally  gratefiil  to  the  patrons  who  had 
befriended  them,-  lliey  hesitated  tto  make  open  war  on  the 
powers  that  had  been  «xerted  in  .their  o;wn  behalf.    Accgr^r 
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ing  to  Solomon,  the  *^gSf^^  lutd  to  a  certatn  ezt^t  ^de- 
stroyed tlie  heart;**  and  so  fhey  were  prepiired  to  take  iq> 
merely  a  half-way  poation,  wMdi  &eir  predecessors,  Hie  old 
popular  diTUies,  would  have  liked  exceedingly  ifi.  I  ooold 
not  avoid  seeing  that,  fixed  in  a  sort  of  overtopped  hollow, 
if  I  may  so  speak,  between  the  cbims  of  patronage  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  rights  of  the  people  on  tlie  other,  it  was 
a  most  perilous  position,  angularly  open  to  misconceplion 
and  misrepresentation  on  both  sides ;  and  as  it  virtually  strip- 
ped the  patrons  of  half  their  power,  and  extended  to  the 
people  oidy  half  their  rights,  I  was  not  a  little  afiraid  that 
file  patrons  mi^t  be  greatly  more  indignant  than  the  people 
grateful,  and  that  the  Church  might,  in  consequence,  find  her- 
self exposed  to  tlie  wrath  of  very  potent  enemies,  and  backed 
by  the  support  of  only  lukewarm  friends.  But,  however  per- 
flous  and  difiicult  as  a  post  of  occupation,  it  was,  I  could  not 
avoid  believing,  a  position  conscientiously  taken  up ;  nor 
could  I  doubt  that  its  grounds  were  strictly  constitutional. 
The  Church,  in  a  case  of  disputed  settlement,  might,  I  be- 
lieved, have  to  forfeit  the  temporalities,  if  her  decision  dlfifered 
from  that  of  the  law  courts,  but  only  the  temporalitaes  co&- 
nected  with  the  case  at  issue ;  and  these  I  deemed  worth  Hid- 
ing in  the  popular  behalf,  seeing  that  they  might  be  regarded 
as  already  lost  to  the  country  in  every  case  in  which  a  parish 
was  assigned  to  a  minister  whom  the  parishioners  refiised  to 
hear.  It  rejoiced  me,  too,  to  see  the  revival  of  the  old  spirit 
in  the  Church ;  and  so  I  looked  with  an  interest  on  the  earlier 
stages  of  her  struggle  with  the  law  courts,  greatly  more  in- 
tense than  that  with  which  any  mere  political  contest  had 
ever  inspired  me.  I  saw  with  great  anxiety  decision  after  de- 
cision go  against  her ;  first  that  of  the  Court  of  Session  in 
March  1838,  and  next  that  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  May 
1839 ;  and  then  with  the  original  Auchterardei^  case  of  collisicni 
I  saw  that  of  Lethendy  and  Mamoch  mixed  up ;  and,  as  one 
entanglement  succeeded  another,  confusion  becoming  worse 
confounded.  It  was  only  when  the  Churches  hour  of  peril  came 
that  I  learned  to  knowhowmuch  I  really  valtt^herjandteir 
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stroBg  and  numerous  the  associations  were  that  bound  her  to 
my  afiections«  I  had  experienced  at  least  the  average  amount 
of  interest  in  political  measures  whose  tendency  and  principles 
I  deemed  good  in  the  main,— such  as  the  Reform  Bill,  the  Cath- 
olic Emancipation  Act,  and  the  Emancipation  of  the  Negroes ; 
but  they  had  never  cost  me  an  hour's  sleep.  Now,  however, 
I  felt  more  deeply  ;  and  for  at  least  one  night,  after  reading 
the  speech  of  Lord  Brougham,  and  the  decision  of  the  House 
of  Lords  in  the  Auchterarder  case,  I  slept  none. 

In  truth,  the  position  of  the  Church  at  this  time  seemed 
critical  in  the  extreme.  OffiMided  by  the  usage  which  she 
had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Whigs,  in  her  claims  for 
endowments  to  her  new  chapels,  and  startled  by  their  general 
treatment  of  the  Irish  Establishment,  and  the  suppression  of 
the  ten  bishopricks,  she  had  thrown  her  influence  into  the 
Tory  scale,  and  had  done  much  to  produce  that  re-action 
against  the  Liberal  party  in  Scotland  which  took  place  during 
the  Ministry  of  Lord  Melbourne.  In  the  representation  of  at 
least  one  county  in  which  she  was  all-potent, — Ross-shire, — she 
had  succeeded  in  substituting  a  Tory  for  a  Whig;  and  therd 
were  few  districts  in  the  kingdom  in  which  she  had  not  very 
caneiderabJy  increased  the  votes  on  the  Tory,  or^  as  it  was  term- 
ed.  Conservative  side.  The  people,  however,  though  they  might, 
and  did,  become  quite  indifferent  enough  to  the  Whigs,  could 
not  follow  her  into  the  Tory  ranks.  They  stood  aloof,— very 
suspicious,  not  without  reason,  of  her  new  political  friends, — 
no  admirers  of  the  newspapers  which  she  patronized,  and  not 
in  the  least  able  to  perceive  the  nature  of  the  interest  which 
Ae  had  begun  to  take  in  supernumerary  bishops  and  the  Irish 
Establishment.  And  now,  when  once  more  in  a  position 
worthy  of  her  old  character,  and  when  her  Tory  friends,— con- 
verted at  once  into  the  bitterest  and  most  ungenerous  of  ene- 
mies,—were  turning  upon  her  to  rend  her,TBhe  had  at  once  to 
encounter  the  hostility  of  the  Whigs  and  the  indifferency  of 
the  people.  Further,  with  but  one,  or  at  most  two  exceptions, 
all  the  newspapers  which  she  had  patronized  declared  against 
her,  and  were  throughout  the  struggle  the  bitterest  and  most 
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I  of  hwr  opponento.  Tbs  Y ohactanes,  tiK>,  jouied  wlA 
ledkmbled  Tehananoe  in  the  cry  raised  to  cbown  W  vdioe  and 
niriBtospBet  and  miafepreaent  her  oiiaiins.  Tbe  geneval  cup- 
vant  of  opinion  ran  strcmgljagaaat  her.  My  imnister,  ^imrmlf 
inteieeladin  the  anoeeas  of ^e  Non4ntni£tti»i  principle^  haa 
told  ]ne»  that  for  many  montha  I  was  the  onfy  man  in  hia 
p«kh  tiirt  seemed  thoroQgUy  to  aympadiize  with  1^  and 
I  have  BO  dsmht  that  tlie  late  Dr.  Geoxge  Cook  was  perfectly 
oorreot  and  tmAfiil -when  he  ahont  tfaiatiiiie  remarked,  in  cme 
af  hia  pnblie  addreawa»  that  he  eoidd  scaroe  enter  an  inn  or  a 
afti^eNOoaoh,  witfaoni  fodkig  i«qpeetable  men  inT€^^iing  againrt 
<be  nttear  folly  of  the  Non-intnisionists,  and  the  w(»se  than 
madnesa  q{  the  Chundi  Comrta. 

Gould  I  do  nothing  for  my  Qmrdi  in  her  hour  ^  perill 
Hem  waa,  I  belieired^no  oth^  institution  in  ^eonntry  half 
iovaluable^or  in  which  the  people  had  so  large  a  stakew  The 
Qiuroh  was  of  nght  them, — a  pal^rimony  won  for  th^n  by 
the(  Uood  of  their  &tfa^ra,  dnzmg  the  atrugglea  aad  aafl^ 
tags  of  move  than  a  hundred  years ;  aad  now  that  ha:  better 
miniaters  were  trying^  at  least  partially,  to  rescue  that  patri* 
mony  fer  them  from  the  hands  of  an  aristocracf  who,  aa  a 
body  at  least,  had  no  spiritual  into-est  in  tbeCSuiTchi — bei<xig- 
uig,  as  moat  of  its  members  did,  to  a  different  eommunion, — 
they  ware  in  danger  of  bang  put  down,  unbacked  by  the  pc^wh 
laraupportwhidi  in  such  a  cause  they  deserved.  Coiddlnot 
dosometti]^  to  luring  up  the  people  to  their  assistanoel  I 
tossed  wahefidly  throoghoixt  a  long  aighl,  in  wioGh  I  Ibrmed 
my  plan  of  taking  up  the  purdy  popular  fidde  of  the  qnestioa  ; 
ind  in  the  mozning  I  sat  down  to  state  my  views  to  the  peo]da» 
in  the  Ibrm  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Lord  Brougham.  Idevoted 
to  my  new  employment  erery  nK>ment  not  imperatively  de- 
manded by  my  dutiea  in  the  bank  office,  ami,  in  about  a  week  a^ 
ter,  was  able  to  despatch  the  manuscript  of  my  pamphl^  to  the 
fespeeted  manager  of  theCommeioial  Bank, — Mr.  BobertPanl^ 
-^  gentleman  from  whom  I  had  received  much  kindness  whan 
m  Xdinbttitgh,  aod  who,  in  tha  great  eodeaiasiMal  straggle^ 
look  daaidad  part  with  the  GhDiflh*    Mr.  Paul  bra«^  it  to 


cm,  'OEet  mamr  or  inr  mmoAJOMif.        188 

fcis  minister,  the  Ber.  Mr.  CaiviHsh  of  St  Qeorg^n  {mm  "Dn 
Candlish),  who,  recognizii^  its  popular  character,  urged  ke  uoh 
mediate  pui)lieation ;  and  the  maiiuacript  was  aceordingly  pd 
into  the  hand  of  Mr.  Johnstone,  the  VeU-known  Cboroh  book- 
sdler.  Dr.  Candii^  had  been  one  of  a  party  of  ministers  odA 
elders  of  tiie  Evangelical  majority  who  had  met  in  Edinbihrgk 
shortly  before,  to  take  measures  for  ihe  estabiishmenti  of  a 
newspaper.  AH  the  Edinbui^h  press,  with  Hie  exoeptioB  of 
one  newspaper,  had  declared  against  the  ecclesiastical  pa;rty<; 
and  even  that  one  rather  received  articles  and  paragrafAis  la 
their  behalf  through  the  fHendship  of  the  proprietor,  tten  was 
itself  on  their  side.  There  had  been  a  larger  inlbskm  ^ 
Whiggism  among  the  Edinbur^  CSiurchmen  than  in  may 
other  part  of  the  kingdom.  They  had  sieen  very  mttcfa;  in 
consequence,  that  the  line  taken  by  tiie  OoiM^rvative  p«M'Moii 
of  their  friends,  in  addressing  the  people  through  the  presi^ 
bad  not  been  an  efficient  one; — their  Mend^  had  setlhemsdves 
to  make  the  people  both  good  Conservatives  and  good  Canmdi- 
men,  and  of  course  had  never  got  o<ver  the  first  poibt,  «b4 
never  would ;  and  what  ^y  now  purposed  was,  to  estfihlisi 
a  paper  tibat,  without  supporting  any  of  the  old  partieiB  m  the 
State,  would  be  as  Liberal  in  its  politics  as  in  its  Cbcrdiman- 
Mp.  But  there  was  a  prelimini»ry  point  whidi  Hhey  ^se 
oould  not  get  over.  All  the  ready-made  edi1t>rs  of  tiie  king^ 
dom,  if  I  may  so  e^>eak,  had  declared  agiunst  them ;  and  ibr 
want  of  an  editor,  their  meeting  had  succeeded  in  or^^aling, 
not  the  intended  newspaper,  but  merely  a  formal  recognition, 
is  a  few  resoluti<Mi8,  of  its  de^rableness  and  in^portance.  On 
readhig  my  pamphlet  in  maouaoript,  howaiv^.  Dr.  Candlisk 
at  once  concluded  that  the  desired  want  was  to  be  supplied 
by  its  writer.  Here,  he  said,  Is  the  editor  we  have  been  look- 
ing for.  Meanwhile,  my  little  work  issued  (torn  the  press,  and 
was  suoeessfnl.  It  ran  rapidly  throngh  fbur  editions  of  a  thoo- 
aand  copies  each, — ^the  number,  as  I  subsequently  ascertaiired, 
of  a  popular  non-intrusion  pamphlet  that  would  &irly  $elt^ 
M  and  waa  read  pretty  ei^eiisiTely  by  men  who  were  not  Noi^ 
intruiiOiiiatB.    Among  theae  lliere  were  sevmU  m»aAiem^ 
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the  MMftry  of  Hw  time,  indadiiig  die  bite  Lord  Melboiinie, 
who  at  first  regarded  it,  as  I  have  beoi  informed,  as  the  com. 
poaitioD,  ander  Uie  pcqpalar  Iwrnaod  a  fiooiin«&  yti^ 
oi  the  NoD-lntmaHm  leaden  in  Edinbin^ ;  and  b  j  the  late 
Mr  O'Gomidl,  who  had  no  such  suspicions,  and  who,  tfaoi^ 
he  lacked  sympathy,  aa  he  said,  with  the  ecclesiastical  views 
which  it  advocated,  enjoyed  what  he  termed  its  ^  racy  £ng- 
liah,''  and  the  poeitioD  in  wfaidi  it  i^aoed  the  Noble  Lord  to 
whom  it  was  addressed.  It  was  fiiYorably  noticed,  too,  by 
Mr.  Gladstone,  in  his  elaborate  work  on  Cbiirch  Principles ; 
aad  waa»  in  abort,  both  in  the  extent  of  its  circiilati<»,  and 
Hw  eirdea  into  which  it  fowad  its  way,  a  ygtj  suooessfbl 
pamphlet. 

So  filled  was  my  mind  witih  our  ecdesiastical  axitroyersy, 
that  while  yet  unacquainted  with  the  fiite  cimj  first  brochure^ 
I  was  badly  engaged  with  a  seocmd.  A  remarkable  cause  of 
intrusion  had  occurred  in  the  district  rather  more  than  twenty 
years  before ;  and  afler  doeing  my  week's  labors  in  the  bank, 
I  aet  out  lor  the  house  of  a  friend  in  a  neif^boring  parish  on 
a  Saturday  evenipg,  that  I  might  attend  the  deserted  church 
on  the  following  Sabbath,  and  glean  from  actual  observation  ^ 
the  materials  of  a  truthful  description,  which  would,  I  trusted, 
tell  in  the  ocNitioversy.  And  as  the  case  was  one  of  those  in 
which  truth  proves  stranger  than  fiction,  what  I  had  to  de- 
scribe was  really  very  curious;  and  my  description  received 
an  extensive  circulation.  I  insert  the  passage  entire,  as  prop- 
erly a  part  of  my  story. 

<*Tbere  were  aeaoeietioiii  of  a  pecuBariy  kfgli  ohemeler  eouaaelwl  wftb  lUa 
BMtbem  purlab.  Vte  man  tban  a  thooMd  yean  tt  had  fgiaMd  pM*  U  Um 
patrlmoDy  of  a  truly  noble  Oaaily^  eelebimted  by  Phittp  Doddrid^  far  ite  great 
moral  worth,  and  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  for  ita  high  military  genius ;  and  throogh 
whose  influence  the  light  of  the  Refomation  bad  been  introduced  fnio  tbia  i^ 
mote  comer,  aft  a  period  when  the  neighboring  diiftriclB  wnre  anveloped  in  tte 
original  dariuieaa.  In  a  later  age  it  bad  been  honored  by  the  Anna  and  iMnoeevlp* 
tlons.  of  Charlca  U. ;  and  its  miniater,-H>ne  of  fthoae  men  of  God  whoee  names 
•till  live  in  the  memory  of  the  country,  and  whose  biography  occapiea  no  amaU 
ipace  in  the  recorded  hfstoiy  of  faer  '  worthies,*— had  rmdered  himself  so  ob- 
noxloaa  to  ttie  tyranny  and  irmligion  of  the  Udm^  tbat  ha  waa  ^^eoled  Ikun-  hte 
Chaife  nora  than  a  year  before  any  of  the  other  aoiMonfbnRiag  etoigyaaa  of  the 


Oboveh.*  I  appiwKdvd  t|i«  pwiek  ftom  (te  eut  Tto  ^  vm  vm  «i«t 
pleasaiit;  the  Bceoery  through  whieh  I  pssaed  some  of  the  finest  in  SeothuML 
The  monnlaiDS  rose  on  the  rights  in  huge  Titanic  masses,  that  seemed  to  aoftea 
their  purple  and  blue  in  the  dear  svnsiiine,  to  the  delieate  tone  of  Am  deep* 
ak7  bojond;  and  I  could  see  the  yet  «nw«at«4  ittowa  ef  wi»ter  glltteiinty  Ia. 
little  detached  masses,  along  thehr  smnmita.  The  hilU  of  the  middle  legloK 
were  feathered  with  wood ;  a  forest  of  mingled  oaks  and  larches,  which  atiU 
Mended  the  tender  softness  of  spring  with  the  lUl  A>Iiage  of  summer,  swept 
down  to  the  path;  the  wide  undulotiiig  pfadu  betow  was  kM  o«t  lata  IMda, 
QMttled  with  MttflgMy  tmX  waTing  with  th«  yel  wishol  <oni;  and  a  nohla 
arm  of  the  sea  winded  along  the  lower  edge  for  neariy  twenty  miles,  loaiag 
Itself  to  the  west,  among  blue  hills  and  Jutting  headlands,  and  opening  in 
tke  east  to  the  main  ocean,  through  a  magnificent  gateway  of  rock.  But  the 
UUle  groapa  whieh  I  eooonnterMl  at  every  turning  of  the  path,  as  llMy  Jown 
iwgFed  witti  all  the  sober,  weU^oaiked  decenqr  of  a  Sopttlsh  fiahhath  akoc** 
lag,  towards  the  church  of  a  neighboring  parish,  interested  me  maim  than 
even  the  scenery.  The  dan  which  inhabited  this  part  of  the  country  had 
borne  a  well-marked  character  In  Scottish  story.  Buchanan  had  described  it 
aa  one  of  the  most  foariess  and  warlike  in  the  north.  It  served  noder  Iha 
Bcuce  of  BannockbwB.  It  was  the  first  to  rijw  in  anna  to  proteot  9gktm 
Mary,  on  her  visit  to  Inverness,  ttom  the  intended  violence  of  Huntly.  It 
fought  the  battles  of  Protestantism  in  Germany,  under  Gmstavus  Adolphus. 
li  covered  the  retreat  of  the  English  aft  Fontenoy;  and  presented  an  nn- 
nphroken  front  to  the  enemy,  after  ail  the  other  allied  troops  had  quitted  the 
field.  And  it  was  the  descendants  of  those  vei^  men  who  wwe  now  pass- 
ing me  on  the  road.  The  rugged,  robust  form,  half  bone,  half  mnsde,— 
the  springy  firmness  of  the  tread,— the  grave,  manly  countenance,— all  gave 
indication  that  the  original  characteristics  survived  in  their  flill  strength;  and 
it  waa  a  strength  that  iuf^pited  confidence,  not  fear.  There  were  gny-halMdy 
patriarchal-looking  men  among  the  groupes,  whose  very  air  seemed  impMssed, 
by  a  sense  of  the  duties  of  the  day;  nor  was  there  aught  that  did  not 
agree  with  the  object  of  the  Journey,  in  the  appearance  of  even  the  youngest 
and  least  thonghtfViI. 

**As  I  proceeded,  I  came  up  with  a  few  people  who  were  trafeUiiig.  in  a 
contrary  direction.  A  Secession  meetiog-house  has  lately  sprung  up  in  the 
parish,  and  these  formed  part  of  the  congregation.  A  path,  nearty  obscnred 
by  grass  and  weeds,  leads  fh>m  the  main  road  to  the  parish  chnrch.  It  was 
with  difficulty  I  could  trace  it,  and  there  were  none  to  direct  me,  for  I  was 
now  walking  alone.  The  parish  buryingipronnd,  thickly  sprbikled  with  graves 
and  tombstones,  surrounds  the  church.  It  is  a  qniet,  solitary  spot,  of  great 
beanty,  lying  beside  the  sea-shore;  and  as  service  had  not  yet  commenced,  I 
wbiled  away  half  an  hour  In  sauntering  among  the  stones,  and  deciphering 
the  inscriptions.    I  could  trace  in  the  rude  monuments  of  this  retired  little  spot,  a 


•Thomas  Hog  of  Kilteam.   See  ^ Scots  Worthies;*'  or  the  dieap.publicatk« 
votanes  of  the  Flee  Churdi  for  1848. 
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Mm  mwmn  atti  lf<*W8  of  «ii«6  eeatorles,  bear,  fa  tteir  nneoath  lembfaBew 
«r  lh«  mwtaldf  Wttl*«ze  mud  dottbte-banded  sword  of  ancient  warftra,  the 
I  of  fbe  eaHtar  thee.  But  llie  more  modem  teatuy 
I  «r  s  tnmuMag  lailieiiee.  Tlngr  apearof  a  Hfb  aflerdeaA, 
IB  Ike  <*lMilf  teoi^  dewiibcd  by  ike  poet;  or  eertiy  in  a  quiet  bnmffity  of 
ityle  wbteh  alaMWl  v«Mhea  Ibr  Iheir  tmth,  that  the  sieepen  belov  were  *»boiw8( 
me»  of  UameleBa  charaeter,  and  who  feared  God."  Tbere  ia  one  tombaUme^ 
,  more  rtmazfeaMe  than  aA  tfae  oOieni  It  lies  beride  the  <fttmdi-door, 
^ki  ■■  MiliiM  JLiBrtiHHM,  thM  II  mmntM  unMm ef  tkm  ««K«av. 
mAaMrjaouMK%»*xtur9umatynwmj99Jm»vmX)taamw^^  who  hadeadared  yaai 
tton  Ibr  the  trath  in  the  dark  dayi  of  Chailss  and  hia  brother.  He  had  oal- 
nved  the  tyrumj  of  the  Stnarla;  and  though  worn  by  years  and  sufleringa, 
hid  rstmied  to  Ms  parish  en  tfae  BerolntioB,  to  end  Us  eoone  as  It  had 
bigaa.  Sa  aMr,  ero  Ms  detfl^  Ike  fenr  ef  petioaaga  ahelMhed,  aad 
i%ht  YbftaaUy  aeonred ;  and  ftsfffa«  4eit  Us  people  might  be  lad  to  i 
importast  pHvilege  conferred  apoa  theah  aad  ealealating  aright  oa  the  abidtav 
hiflaeaoe  of  his  own  character  among  them,  he  gare  charge  on  his  death-i>ed 
•  dig  his  gm^  la  the  threshold  of  the  charGh,  that  they  might  regard  him  aa 
a  asaUaal  plMtd  al  Iha  4M>r,aad  that  hb  temb«oae  aright  spesk  to  them  as 
they  passed  oat  and  In.  The  taMcrlptioBt  which,  after  Oe  lapae  of  nsas^  a 
century  and  a  ball;  is  still  perfectly  legible,  oonchides  with  the  following  re- 
markable words:—**  TBI8.aT01IK.SHALL.BBAR.WrrMI88.AOJaNST.THK.rA.]U8ni0nKKa- 

dvJUuraaaaaf.'nnr.atiiw.Aaa.viwoai.T.Mnnrm.iir.aaaK.*  Oonld  the  imaglaa- 
thm  of  a  poet  hate  origlaated  a  mere  rirfkhiir  ooaeeptiea  ia  eeaaeetioa  wltti 
a  ehiuwh  deserted  by  aU  ita  better  peopJe^  aad  whose  mlaiBter  ihttsns  <m  Ua 
hire,  useless  and  contented? 

**!  entered  the  church,  for  the  clergyman  had  Just  gone  in.  There  were 
kaai  efght  ta  tea  peraons  scattered  orer  the  pews  below,  and  seren  In  the 
fsileries  abore;  aad  tbese^  aa  tibere  were  no  mere  ^PtUr  Chrk**  er  *Jtfidlael 
Ibds**  hi  the  parish,  compoBod  the  entire  eongrsgatioB.  I  wrspped  aiysstf  up 
in  my  plaid,  and  sat  down ;  and  the  s^rice  went  on  In  the  usual  oonrw ;  bat 
it  sounded  in  my  ears  like  a  miaerable  mockery.  The  precentor  sung  almost 
tioae ;  aad  ere  the  deiiByman  had  reached  the  middle  of  Ms  discourse,  which 
he  read  ia  aa  aaimpassiooed,  moaoteaoos  toae,  nearty  oae  half  his  skcSOtiah 
congregation  had  fUlen  asleep ;  and  the  drowsy,  listless  expressioa  of  the  dOnbm 
diowed  that,  for  ereiy  good  purpose,  they  might  haTe  been  asleep  too.  Aad 
AAbafh  alter  Babbafh  has  this  unlbrtunate  man  gone  the  same  tiresome  round, 
aad  with  exaefly  Ifaa  same  effset  Ibr  itae  last  twenty-three  years  ;~al  no  Ume 
regarded  by  the  better  clergymen  of  the  district  as  realty  their  brothee,~oa 
no  occasion  recognized  by  the  parish  as  Tirtually  its  minister;— with  a  dreaqr 
mcaacy  and  a  few  indiflbrent  hearts  Inside  his  churcli,  and  the  stone  of  the 


*  Peter  Clark  and  Michael  Tod  were  the  only  individiials  who»  in  a  popa- 
latloB  of  three  thousand  souls,  attached  their  signatures  to  the  call  of  the  ob- 
aoiioBs  prowntee,  Mr.  Toong,  in  the  fiunous  Ancfaterarder  -ease. 
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OoTenantcr  at  (be  door.  AfilMt  wbom  4ow  ihe  liMaiflWii  taitfOt  fiv  «e 
people  have  escaped.  Against  tke  patrooi  the  bitruder,  and  tb#  law  of  Bolin^ 
broke,— the  Dr.  Robertsons  of  the  last  age,  and  the  Or.  Cooks  of  the  present 
It  ia  weU  lo  learn  from  this  hapiets  parish  the  exaet  seiMe  in  wtaieh,  in  a 
diltareat  atate  ef  matteiB^  ttw  Ber.  Mr.  Ymi«  iroald  hm  bMK  wwHtiitiil 
minister  oif  Aiichterarder.  It  ia  well,  too,  to  learn,  that  there  may  be  new* 
cies  in  the  Cbiuch  where  no  blank  appears  in  the  Almasae." 

On  my  retam  home  from  this  joomey,  early  on  the  foltow- 
ing  lloodmjy  I  found  a  letter  from  Edinboiigh  awaithig  me, 
reqnesdng  me  to  meet  there  widi  the  leadhig  Kon-Intra- 
Bionists.  And  so,  after  describing,  in  the  given  extract,  the 
scene  which  I  hod  just  witnessed,  and  completing  my  second 
pam^Met,  I  set  out  for  Edinburgh,  and  saw  for  ^  first  thne 
men  with  whose  names  I  had  been  fiimiliar  during  the  course 
of  the  Voluntary  and  Non-Intrusion  controversies.  And  enter- 
ing into  their  plans,  though  with  no  little  shrinking  of  heait, 
lest  I  should  be  found  imequal  to  the  demands  of  a  twioe4^ 
week  paper,  that  would  have  to  stand,  in  Ishmael's  position, 
against  tdmost  the  whole  newspaper  press  of  the  kingdom,  I 
agreed  to  undertake  the  editorship  of  their  projected  newspaper, 
the  WUness.  Save  for  the  intense  interest  with  which  I  regard- 
ed the  struggle,  and  the  stake  possessed  in  it,  as  I  believed,  by 
the  Scottish  people,  no  consideration  whatever  would  have  in- 
duced me  to  take  a  step  so  fraught,  as  I  thought  at  the  time, 
with  peril  and  discomfort.  For  full  twenty  years  I  had  never 
been  engaged  In  a  quarrel  on  my  own  account:  all  my  quarrels, 
either  directiy  or  indirectly,  were  ecclesiastical  ones ; — ^I  had 
fought  for  my  minister,or  for  my  brother  paridiionaa :  and  foin 
now  would  I  hare  lived  at  peace  with  idl  men:  but  the  editor- 
ship of  a  Non»Intrusion  newspaper  involved,  as  a  portion  of  its 
duties,  war  with  all  the  world.  I  held,  b€«ides,-^not  aware 
how  very  much  Ihe^ur  of  necessity  quidkeBB  production, — ^tiiat 
its  twice-a-week  demands  would  flilly  occupy  all  my  time,  and 
that  I  would  have  to  resign,  in  consequence,  my  favorite  pur- 
suit,— geology.  I  had  once  hoped,  too, — ^though  of  late  years 
the  hope  had  been  becoming  faint, — ^to  leave  some  little  mark 
behind  me  in  the  literature  of  my  country ;  but  the  last  re- 
.mainsof  the  expectation  had  now  to  be  resi^ied.    The  newf- 
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paper  e&lUfrwiitmhimM'mhmik%§ood  iteonwigm.  ifte 
but  socceed  in  inftieiiciiig  ojniiio!!  for  the  present^  he  must  be 
eoDtent  to  be  forgotten  m  the  future.  But  believing  the  c^ae 
lobe«goedone,IpvepaMdlbr  alifeofstnle»totl,  and  oan- 
parsdve  obtcoritjr.  In  ooontingtheooetiyl  veryoonautosl^ 
exaggerated  it ;  but  I  trust  I  may  say  that,  in  all  honetfty,  and 
vkh  no  nnistar  aniy  or  proipeet  of  vorhUy  adyantagey  I  did 
eoont  it,  and  fiarly  undertook  to  make  the  full  saccifiee  whieh 
the  eanae  demanded. 

It  was  arranged  that  oar  new  paper  shoald  start  with  the 
new  twelTemonth  (1840)  ;  and  I  meanwhile  returned  to  Gro- 
marty,  to  lolfil  my  engagements  with  the  bank  till  the  dose 
of  its  faMmpial  year,  which  in  the  Commercial  Bank  <^oes 
takes  place  at  the  end  of  autumn*  Shortly  after  my  return 
Dr.  Chalmers  Tinted  tihe  place  on  the  kst  of  his  Church  Ex- 
tenffion  journeys ;  and  I  heard,  for  the  first  time,  the  most 
impresnye  of  modem  orators  address  a  public  meeting,  and 
had  a  eorions  illustration  of  tlie  power  which  his  ^^deep 
mouthP  could  eommonieate  to  pasoagos  little  suited,  <iiie 
mi^t  suppose,  to  call  forth  the  vehemency  of  his  eloqiKKiee. 
hi  illustrating  one  of  his  points,  he  quoted  from  my  *^  Me- 
moir of  William  Forsyth"  a  brief  anecdote,  set  in  descrip- 
tion  of  a  kind  winch  most  men  wonld  lutye  read  quietly 
enough,  but  which,  coming  from  him,  se^ooied  instinct  'inth 
the  Homeric  vigor  and  forces  The  extraordinary  impresa- 
iveness  which  he  eommuaicated  to  the  passage  served  to 
diow  me,  better  than  ae|^  else^  hew  in^pwrfiMtly  great 
orators  may  be  represented  by  their  written  speedies.  Ad- 
Burable  as  the  published  seroKMis  and  addresses  of  Dr. 
Chalmers  are,  they  impart  no  adequate  idea  of  that  wonder- 
ful power  and  impressiTeness in  whieh  he  eaesUed  aUothor 
British  preacherSb* 

I  had  been  introduced  to  the  Doctor  in  Edinburgh  a  few 


*  Tbe  following  is  ttie  paange  wUch  was  hoatnd  on  lUs  ommIob  Iqr 
Chalmen,  and  which  told,  in  his  hands,  wifh  all  tbe  efltet  of  the  most  power- 
ttd  aetinf:->*8Mmden  HadTor,  ttie  mate  of  tt»  «aiaribe%'  waa  a  -^ym 


OBy  tmm  maant  m  xt  mmwaxm.        flftt 


weAa  hOM*  Imi  on  tll9  oooaiiim  I  mm mHier  mmt'Oiium 
HeexamiBediritiioarioiis  latovestrnj^olle^lioiiof  g^kgieal 
i|>eetm^8^  irhiek  aUsmdj  onntoined  not  a  few  valuable  foeeile 
that  ootid  be  eeen  nmrbeire  elae ;  end  I  had  the  ^eanire  of 
ependitig  tile  gi^aterpart  of  a  dij  in  Tisitbig  in  hk  oomffmy^ 
by  boot^  some  of  the  mofe  atitidng  soenes  c^  the  Oomart j 
Bstcnm.  I  had  long  looked  iq>  to  Ciiafanen  aey  on  the  whcte^ 
ikm  man  of  kigert  mind  which  ihb  Cannrdb  of  Sootlaod  had 
ev«r  produced ;  not  more  intense  or  praotioal  than  Knox,  but 
bnMMiter  of  ftotiiy ;  nor  yet  fitted  by  nature  or  aooomjplidi^ 


and  somewhat  hard-favored  man,  powerful  in  bone  and  mnscle,  even  after  be 
bad  co&sMerably  tum^  his  sixtielb  year,  and  miieh  nspeeMd.  fw  hla  inOesl- 
Me  imasrily  and  Um  de^  of  Ids  MNstooa  tteikag^  Aeili  the  mate  and  kU.de- 
^oni  wile  wem  eB|»eeial  Aforlteawllb  Mi,  Porieooa.  of  KiliDttir,~a  minisler  of 
the  same  class  as  the  Pedens,  Reowicks,  and  Cargils  of  a  former  age ;  and  on 
one  occasion  when  the  sacrament  was  dispensed  in  his  pariiAi,  and  Sannders  was 
ibaent  on  one  of  hli  Oonthiental  ▼oyages,  Mrs.  Mael?er  <raa  aa  iamat0  of  Ike 
Maaser  A  (mneadoiu  «lom  bant  oeft  in  Dbe  iifgb44iaie)  and  the  poor  woman 
lagr  awe^  Usteaiog  la  utter  terror  to  the  fearAil  roarings  of  the  wind,  as  it 
howled  in  the  chimneys,  and  shook  the  casements  and  the  doors.  At  length, 
when  she  could  lie  still  no  longer,  she  arose,  and  crept  atmig  the  passage  to 
tie  door  of  the  ttiaifetoes  ebanber.  «CS  Mr.  Foiteoaa,*  she  said,  «Mr.  Ptarteo«t, 
de  yeae  tear  fiatf  a»d  poor  tenodtfa  on  hie  way  baak  flrae  HoHaiid  1  O,  ris% 
tiee,  and  asfc  the  strong  help  o*  your  Master  T  The  minister  accordingly  rose 
and  entered  his  closet.  The  ^*  Elizabeth'  at  this  critical  moment  was  driving 
onwards  through  spray  and  darkness,  atong  the  ttorihem  shores  of  the  Monty 
F^ith.  Tlie  feaiM  sfeerrlee  ef  Shandwiok,  i»beM  ao  asaay  gaDaat  Te«ais  have 
petiiMv  wwa  otaae  at  Uai',  awl  the  iMreariiig  loil  of  the  sea  ahowed  the 
gradual  shaBowing  of  the  water.  Madror  and  his  old  townsman  Robert  Hos- 
sack  stood  together  at  the  binnacle.  An  immense  ware  came  rolling  behind, 
and  they  had  but  barely  time  to  clutch  to  the  nearest  hold,  when  H  bvebs 
over  them  katfvMMt  Mg^,  aweeftm  apavi,  ftiHimto,  eoidaga^  all  hal»ro  it»  la 
Uk.CQnaiB.  »  Bimti  b«l  Hw  veasel  roae  aok  Her  deck  remained  buried  la 
a  sheet  of  foam^  and  she  seemed  settling  down  by  the  head.  There  was  a 
frightful  pause.  First,  however,  the  bowsprit  and  the  butts  of  the  windlass, 
began  to  emerge,— next  the  forecastle,— the  Tessel  seemed  as  if  ahaklag  her- 
self flrem  the  load ;  aad  then  the  whole  deek  appeared,  aa  she  weat  tittlng 
OTer  the  next  wave.  ^Tbere  aie  atUl  more  mercies  in  store  for  na,'  said  Bfac- 
iror,  addressiag  hia  compaaiop;  *she  floats  still.'  *0,  Saunders,  Saunders  T  ex- 
claimed Robert,  Uhere  was  surely  some  God's  soul  at  work  for  us,  or  she 
weald  AOTar  have  ««»«i  yoo."* 


SMnt  t#  mko'lfafeMlf  n  mora  csdariug  nfttne  hi  ifterataiv 
tkan  Robertfloii,  but  gvead^  nobkr  in  sMitiiBest^  and  of  s 
kfger  grasp  of  general  intolketL  WHli  any  of  our  otiier 
SootcMi  ninialers  it  mtgiit  behivkBans  tD  oonpsiv  him^ 
seeing  tlwt  sume  of  the  ablest  <tf  tbem  are,  Mke  Henderson; 
little  more  than  mere  historie  portraitsdraim  bj  ^besteooi 
temporaries,  bat  iHiose  true  intdieotaal  meaanre  cannot^ 
ihmi  the  kek  of  the  necessary  uateriala  en  ivMch  to  f&tm 
•  jn^gnMBty  be  nom  taken  anew;  ani  tfaat  many  of  ti» 
olhera  emj^oyed  ine  fiuMties  in  woric,  litenvy  and  xaini*. 
terial,  which,  though  important  in  its  oonsequenees,  was 
soaroe  less  ephemeral  in  its  charaeter  than  eren  ihe  labors 
of  thenewspi^)^  editor.  The  mind  of  Ghalmers  was  emj^iati- 
oally  a  manynrided  one.  Few  men  ever  came  into  fiiendly, 
oontaet  wilb  him,  who  did  not  find  in  it,  if  they  had  reaUy^ 
onythiDg  good  in  them,  moral  or  intelloBtoal,  a  side  l^st  suited 
themselves ;  and  I  had  been  long  struck  by  that  union  which  his 
intelleet  eihibited  of  a  oom^reh^isive  philosophy  with  a  true 
poede  fiioolty,  very  exquisite  in  qnsMty,  thougb  dassodaSed 
from  what  Wordsworth  terms  the  "  accomplishment  of  verse.'* 
I  had  not  a  little  pleasure  in  contemplating  him  on  this  occa- 
sion as  the /nm<  CSialmors.  The  di^  was  calm  and  dear;  but 
there  was  a  considerable  swell  roUti^  in  from  the  C^mati 
Ocean,  on  which  our  little  vessel  rose  and  fell,  and  which  sent 
the  surf  high  against  the  rocks.  The  sunshine  played  amid 
the  broken  crags  atop,  andamid  the  foliage  of  an  overhanging 
wood ;  or  caught,  faaif-way  down,  sonae  ptejeeting  toft  of  ivy ; 
but  the  faces  of  the  steeper  precipices  were  broWn  in  the  shade ; 
and  where  the  waves  roared  in  deep  caves  beneath,  all  was 
dark  and  chill.  There  were  several  memberaof  Ihe  iMtfty 
who  attempted  engaging  the  Deetorin  ooKf^rsation^  ha^h$ 
was  in  no  conversational  mood.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  vrords 
addressed  to  his  ear  fiiiled  at  first  to  catch  his  attention^  and 
that,  with  a  painful  courtesy,  he  had  to  gathev  up  their  nwnii* 
ing  from  l^e  remaining  echoes,  and  to  reply  to  th^dt  doubts 
fully  and  monosyllabically,  at  the  least  possible  expense  of 
mind.     His  face  wore,  meanwhile,  an  air  of  dreumy  «B^y« 
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He  ira^bttsy,  erideiitij,  «moDg  the  crags  and  h<mkj 
hMoiWBj  imi  wc^iild  have  anjojed  himflelf  more  had  he  been 
aSotia  Jin  tke  middle  of  one  nobie  preoipiee,  that  reared  its 
taH  f>i»eK»«eted  brow  more  than  a  hundred  f ards  oyearhead, 
there  vaa  ttbiusbeoTered  shelf  of  considerable  aize^  but  whoOj 
iiiMoessible;  finr  the  rode  dropped  sheer  into  it  from  abore, 
aftd'tbflQ  sai^  perpendionlffirly  from  its  outer  edge  to  the  beach 
Mow;  and  theinsulfliledshelf^  in  its  green  unapproachable  sol^ 
itude,  had  evidently  caught  his  eye.  It  was  the  sc^e,  I  said, 
— ^taking  the  dkeedon  of  his  eye  as  tlie  antecedent  for  the  «<,*--> 
%  was  the  scene,  says  tradition,  of  a  sad  tragedy  during  the 
thnes  of  the  persecution  oi  Charles.  A  ren^ade  chaplain^ 
mdier  weak  than  wicked,  threw  himself,  in  a  state  of  wild  de- 
spair, over  ike  precipice  above ;  and  his  body,  intercepted  in  its 
fyAi  by  that  shelir,  lay  miburied  among  the  bushes  for  years  after, 
mtii  it  had  bleadiedinto  a  dry  and  whitened  skeleton.  Even 
as  late  ns  the  last  age,  the  sh^f  continued  to  retain  the  name 
ctf  liie  **  Chaplain's  Lair."  I  found  that  my  communication, 
driming  in  with  his  train  of  cogitation  at  the  time,  caught  both 
his  ear  and  mind ;  and  his  reply,  though  brief  was  expressive 
of  ^e  gratification  which  its  snatdi  of  incident  had  conveyed; 
As  our  «4iiF  sped  on  a  few  oar>lengths  more,  we  disturbed  a 
flodt  of  sea-gulls,  thait  had  been  sportii^  in  the  sunshine  over 
ft«hoal  of  siUochs;  and  a  few  of  them  winged  th^r  way  to  a 
JQttii^  erag  that  rose  immediately  beside  the  sh^.  I  saw 
Chalmers'  eye  gieam.as  it  followed  them.  ''  Would  you  not 
like,  Sir,"  he  said,  addreasmg  himself  to  my  minister,  who  sat 
beside  Inm, — ^Wonld  you  not  like  to  be  a  sea-gull?  I 
dikik  I  would.  Sea^gulki  are  free  of  the  three  elements, — 
egfdi,  air,  and  waiter*  These  birds  were  sailing  but  half  a 
ndflote  rineewHiiMit  boat^  at  once  angling  and  dining,  and 
now  they  are  already  rusticating  in  the  Chaplain's  Lair.  I 
think  I  oouM  enjoy  being  a  seagull."  I  saw  the  Doctor  once 
afterwards  in  a  similar  mood.  When  on  a  visnt  to  hJm  in 
Bamlisland,  in  the  following  year,  I  marked,  on  approaching 
the  riiore  by  boat,  a  solitary  figure  stationed  on  the  sward- 
creeled  tvaf^rock  whish  jats  into  the  oea  immediately  below  the 
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town ;  ttid  tfiw  1&0  tii&esp«rit  III  iMdfaiyMi^ 
llie  spot,  lli«re  was  the  soHlary  figure  9<fll,  «t»Bdibg  iR^^ 
as  when  first  seen.  ItwasChalmen,-^^saQie«qm8noBof 
dreamy  enjoyment  imfHressed  on  Us  Aatares  as  I  ted  m'f^ 
nessed  in  the  little  skifi;  and  wil^  his  eyes^  tn»ed  €B>«he«sii 
and  the  opposite  land.  It  was  a  loWy  memsigL  A-Mat 
hreese  had  justr  begun  to  wrinkle  i»d«t»shed  Mtfrandpatsbss 
the  ]nirror4ike  bladaieai  of  the  pravloas  eahai  in  wfcieh  the 
broad  Frith  had  lain  flieepiog  somw  day^break.;  and  the  mtmr 
light  daoeed  on  the n0w*n»sed  wavelets;  wImJm  a  Ihia*  kog 
wreath  of  bine  mist,  whioh  seemed  coiling  its  tail  like  a  fmatw 
xoond  the  distant  Inchkeith,  was  slowly  raising  the  ibids^  of  its 
dj»gon-l]ke  nook  and  head  from  off  the  Scottish  oapilal,  dim 
in  the  distanoe,  and  unTeiUi^  fartaliee,  and  tcyvrer^aod  spkfi^ 
and  the  noble  onrtain  of  blue  hills  hchmd.  Aaid  tbsiO'WM 
Cludmera,  evid^tiy  enjoying  the  eaDquisitsness^f  the  seene^  an 
only  by  the  true  poet  seenery  can  be  enjoyed*  HMMo^stviking 
metaphors  which  uo  ahons^  in  his  wrltii^^  and  whieh  so 
often,  without  apparent  effort,  lay<  the  material- world  beihae 
the  reader,  show  how  thoroughly  he  must  have  dipuric  in  the 
beauties  of  nature ;  the  images  retained  in  his  mhfed  became, 
like  woids  to  the  ordinavy  man,  thesigns  by  whieh:he4houghC^ 
and,  as  such,  formed  an  important  elesMttt  in  the>pd«verof 
his  thinking.  I  have  seen  hia  Astronomieal  Dkcoursesdift- 
paragin^y  dealt  with  by  a  slim  and  meagre- etitie^  as^^  tiiey 
had  been  but  the  dusters  of  a  mere  treatise  on-  aslponoiSf , 
-»-« thmg  which,  of  some,  any  esdiMsry  mm  eouhl  wsito^^ 
mayhap  e¥en  the  eritks  himselC  Hbe  Ajstirenewkifd  Disi»nr« 
ses,  on  Um  other  hBnd,no  one  «>ttldhiM^W9itten0iKseCh^ 
Nominally  a  scries  of  aersaeiis,  they  In  3?sidity  iepnissn%  and 
in  the  preeeitt  century  fosm  pnrinpn  the  iM^'iKsrliiy  sepre- 
sentatiTes  of^ that  sehool  of  j^osephie  poetry  towhieh,' in-an- 
dent  liteintUPdy  the  work  of  Lueretins  bekniged,  sHd  of  whieh, 
JAthelitecatureof  our  ow»country^the/'6leaaons''of'^ 
and  Akenside's  '^  Pleasures  of  the  faMifiaation^^'  1 
quate  examples.  Hewould,  I  suqpeet^  be  no  distfrlm^nflfting 
critic  who  wonU  deal  with  the  ^'Seasons'^aa  if  tkyiiMinMd 
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wwwly  tibe  journal  <^  &  iialiii»lkt|  othj  tke  po^n  of  Aken- 
md»  M  if  i4  wm»  simply  a  metapkysieal  treatise.. 
.  The  aiitaian  of  this  year  brou^t  me  aa  unexpected  but 
irary^  ^Keloouoe  visitor,  ia  my  old  Marcus'  Gave  firieod  Finlay ; 
•asd  whoa  I  visited  all  my  former  haunts^  to  take  kaye  oi  them 
ea»  I  quitted  t^  place  for  tbe  scene  of  my  future  labors,  I 
had  htm  4o  Aooon^Mny  me.  Thov^h  for  many  yeaars  a  planter 
in  Jamaica,  hisaffeetiona  were  still  warm,  and  his  lltemry 
testeauadiangcd.  He  waaa  writer,  aa  of  old,  of  sweet  simple 
Tierseey^idasseiulous  a  reader  aa  ever;  and,  had  time  permit- 
ted, we  ^nnd  we  oould  have  kindled  iires  together  in  the  cares, 
as  wehaddone  more  than  twenty  years  before,  and  have  ranged 
tiis  shores  for  riiell-fish  and  crabs.  He  had  had,  however,  in 
jiasaiBg  through  lifo,  his  fiill  share  of  its  cares  and  sorrows. 
A  young  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  engaged  in  early  youth 
had  perilled  at  sea,  and  he  had  remained  single  for  her  si&e. 
He  hadto  struggle^  too^  in  his  business  relations,  with  the  em- 
baivaasments  inddieait  to  aisinking  cokmy ;  and  though  a  West 
Jbdiandimata  was  b^ittnii^  to  tdl  <m  his  constitution,  his 
drcomataBoes,  though  tolerably  easy,  yr^ete  not  sut^  as  to  per- 
mit hu  permanent  residence  in  Sootiand.  He  retured  in  ^ 
following  year  to  Jamaiea;  and  I  saw,  some  time  after,  m  a 
Kingrton  paper,  aa  intimation  of  his  election  to  the  Colonial 
House  of  Bepresentatives^  and  the  outline  of  a  well-toned 
eei»ihle  address  to  hm  constituents,  in  which  he  urged  that  the 
sole  hope  of  tho  eelamj  lay  in  the  education  and  mental  ele- 
vatiODc^its  negeo  population  to  the  standard  of  the  people  at 
home.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  latter  part  of  Us  lifo 
WM,like'thatof  many  of  the  Jamaica  planters  in  their  altered 
eifcumstanees,  pvetty  much  a  struggle ;  and  his  health  at  length 
faraaking  down,  in  a  climate  little  fovoraUe  to  Emx^ieans, 
he  died  about  thtee  years  ago,  with  the  e3Eception  of  my  friend 
of  the  Doeeot  Gave,  now  Free  Church  minister  of  Nigg,  the 
last  of  my  Mansus'  Cave  eompaniomsb  Thebremains  He  scat- 
teoed  ov^  half  the  globe. 

I  doaed  my eomMGtion*witfa  the  bank  at  the  termination  of 
its^iaaBoiM  J««r ;  ga?e  a  few  weeks  vety  aadulously  to  ge- 
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on  which  AgasBiz  has  founded  two  of  his  foiall  species ;  ^ol^ 
•t  partang,  an  elegant  hreak&at^^rioe  of  plate  horn  a  kind 
and  nnmerouB  drde  of  friends,  of  all  shades  of  polities  asd 
both  aides  of  tbeChurdb ;  and  was  entertained  at  apabliodiia* 
ner,  at  whiah  I  attempted  a  speech,  that  got  on  but  indifikKtttljr, 
tboiatgh  it  looked  quite  well  enough  inmy  file&d  Mr.  Gamilhem* 
report^  and  which  waa^  I  sui^>ose,  in  aoiae  aort  apoiqgiced  Hast 
hj  the  fiddleiv,  who  stmck  np  at  its  dose,  ^  A  man'a  &  mtm 
tor  a'  that."  It  was,  I  lelt^  not  the  kast  gcatafying  part  «f  tha 
entertainment^  that  old  Umele  Sandy  was  present,  and  that  him 
health  was  eordiallj  drank  bj  tike  company,  in  the  reoo^iized 
character  of  my  beat  and  earliest  iH^ftd.  And  then,  taking 
lea^e  of  my  mother  and  nndle,  of  my  respected  nmuster, 
and  my  honored  siq>erior  in  the  bank,  Mr«  Ross,  I  set  out 
for  Edinbuigh,  and  in  a  few  days  after  waa  seated  at  the  edi- 
torial desk^T-a  point  at  whidi,  ibr  the  present,  the  skaj  of 
my  edueation  must  terminate.  I  wrote  tot  my  paper  daring 
the  first  twelvemonth,  a  scries  of  geologieal  chjBqptera,  whkh 
were  fortunate  enoiigh  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  geoilogiato  of 
the  British  Association,  assembled  that  year  at  Glasgow,  and 
which,  in  the  coUeeted  toxm,  eempose  my  little  work  on  the 
Old  Bed  Sandstone^  Thep^per  itself  rose  nifddly  in  eireala- 
ticNi,  till  it  ultimately  attained  to  its  place  among  what  are  ^ 
known  as  our  first-dass  Scottish  newspsfiKfi;  and  of  its  sub* 
scriberB,  perhaps  a  more  eonaid^rahle  prt^KHiion  of  the  whole 
are  men  who  have  receivedavaiTcraity  edneaftion,  thaneanbe 
reckMied  by  any  other  Scotch  journal  of  tjbe  same  number  of 
readers.  And  during  Ae  course  of  the  first  Aree  yean,  my 
employers  doubled  my  salary.  I  am  aeasiUe,  howerer,  that 
these  are  but  small  adueyemeata.  In  looking  back  xxpotk  my 
youth,  I  see,  methink8,a  wUd  fruit  tree,  rich  in  leaf  andblossom ; 
and  it  is  mortifyizi^  enoughto  mark  how  very  few  of  the  bios, 
soms  have  set,  and  how  diminutive  and  imperfectly  formed  tho 
fruit  is  into  which  even  the  productivefew  havebe^  developed. 
A  right  use  of  the  opportunities  of  instruction  afiorded  me  in 
€»rly  youth  would  have  made  me  a  scholar  ere  my  twantf  • 
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fiMi  year,and  bave  saved  to  me  at  least  ten  of  the  best  years  of 
life, — jears  which  were  spent  in  obscure  and  humble  occupa- 
tions. But  while  mj  story  must  serve  to  show  the  evils  which 
resttlt  from  truant  carelessness  in  boyhood,  and  that  what  was 
sport  to  the  young  lad  may  assume  the  form  of  serious  mis- 
fortune to  the  man,  it  may  also  serve  to  show,  that  much  may 
be  done  by  after  diligence,  to  retrieve  an  early  error  of  this 
kind, — that  life  itself  is  a  school,  and  Nature  always  a  fresh 
study, — ^and  that  the  man  who  keeps  his  eyes  and  his  mind 
open  win  always  find  fitting,  though,  it  may  be,  hard  school- 
masters, to  speed  him  on  in  his  life-long  education^ 
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